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by COMMITTEE; hes: a 1 


to examine the Matters contained in the ſeyeral Papers, 


1 | which were preſented to the Houſe upon the Twenty-firſt 


Day of February laſt, relative to the DisTILLER V in the 

different Parts of SCOTLAND, and to report the ſame, to- 
gether with their Obſervations thereupon, to the Houſe ; ; 

and who were inſtructed to enquire into the beſt Mode of 
levying and collecting the Duties u ipon: the Diſtillation of 


Denn SPIRITS | in SCOTLAND 3 | „ ᷑P — oj. ar 


A VE proceeded in "the Dideharte 1 their Duty mh the > 


nearly connected, on the one Hand, with the Morals, Health, _— & 


Induſtry of the Inkabirancy of Scotland, and, on the other, with the 


important Conſiderations of the Public Revenue, and of the. valu- 
able ee, [ntereſts fs a numerous s 185 of His MJ $ Sub- 
1 | 


: Their Ge BR bang anaroldebly otcuple much The, * 
although. they have obtained a great deal of Information on all the 
erial Parts of the Subject referred to them, it has not been yet 


in their Power to complete their Inveſtigation of it to their Satis- 


faction; but as it may be probable that the preſent Seſſion is 
near its Cloſe, they have felt it their Duty-to report to the Houſe 
the Evidence which has been laid before them, as well by oral 
Teſtimony as by Documents and Anſwers in Writing, returned by 
different Perſons to Queſtions which they thought it expedient to 


-propolſe, and to have circulated among thoſe who ſeemed moſt GREP 


to poilels uſeful Seth. af on the See „„ 
To this Eye they Siefit a general 8 concerning a 


few. of ths ans eſſential Points to Which their Attention has been 
3 . 5 „„ ee 


Perſeverance and Aſſiduity which were due to a Suhject ai | 


Anne, c. 12. 
. 


tit 
RL 


„„ 


directed, and which, as they conceive, peculiarly deſerve the Con- 
ſideration of the Houſe. „ 


THE Corn Spitits manufactured in Scotland are made, either 


from malted Barley or Bear (called alſo Bigg) which is a Grain of 


the ſame Nature, but inferior in Quality to Barley; or from a 
Mixture of ſuch Malt and of Barley or Bear, raw or un- 


malted “. 


The Malt, or Mixture of Malt and Raw Grain, being ground, 15 
maſhed in a Quantity of hot Water, which extracts and becomes im- 
pregnated with the ſaccharine or farinaceous and fermentable Part 
of the Grain, The Liquor fo impregnated, called Worts, is drawn 
off from the Grains and ſet to cool, and by the Addition of Yeaſt 
to ferment, and when fermented is called Yaſh. From this Waſh 
imperfect Spirits, called Low i ines, or Spirits of the Firff Extraction, 
are diſtilled; theſe Low Mines are a Second Time diſtiited, and the 
Spirits, the Produce of the Second Diſtillation, are ſold in Scotland 
for Conſumption. In England, thoſe Spirits of the Second Diſtilla- 
tion or Extraction are not uſed for drinking in that State, but pals, 
under the Denomination of Raw Spirits, from the Diſtiller to the 
Rectifier, who, by further Diſtillation, prepares them for the Con- 


ſumer. 


THE Mode of impoſing and levying the Duty in Scotland, 
till the End of the Year 1784, was by an actual Account and Survey 
of the Quantities of Waſh, Low Wines, and Spirits, made by the 
Diſtiller. The Duty was fixed at a certain ſuppoſed Rate on the 
Gallon of Spirits, but was apportioned, ſo much thereof on the Low 
Wines preſumed to furniſh, in the Second Diſtillation, a given Quan- 
y of Spirits, and the Reſt on the Spirits actually produced. The 

arge was generally made from the Waſh according to the Pro- 
portion fixed by Law, which a given Number of Gallons was 
ſuppoſed to yield in Low Wines on the Firſt, and in Spirits on the 
Second Diſtillation. 7 | LE 


** 1 


Wheat has been ſometimes uſed by Scotch Diſlille 1 fo bot: | 
on Account of the high Price of that > Garg ; rs, but, it is meien of late wem, 
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. wot Spirits Was diſcontinued, and the whole "Put ty fe 
WMaſh, the Diſtiller, for eve 
Credit in his Stock for 20 
drometer 


y.100 Gallons of Waſh, bang allowett 
allons of Spirits, One to Ten over „„ 
roof. This Mode was at the fame Time eſtabliſhed in 
and is now in Force in that Part of the Kingdom. F 
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deotland 1 it was only continued for al 21 T e 13 5 To Rs 5 „„ 
The Nature of theſe odes, and_. tt it and cc Survey 5 4 
75 accurate Account which they required, gaye great 895 ortunis 
ties to the Diſtiller to elude 1 71 Vigilance or purchaſe. the Sen 5 ES 
nivance of the Exciſe Officer, and the Revenue ariſing from Spirits 
| in Scotland fell very far ſhort of what ought to have k cen produced = „ 
from the Q known | to be e 5 A e e 5 5 . 
This 1 led to the Adoption 6 8 . 
the Impoſition and Coen of the Di.” oo e 
| The Art of Diſtillation was ſuppoſed to be To fully Op 
A Perſons ſkilled-in it could compute, with ſufficient Lese whe FOES, 
I ns vantity of Spirits which a Still could produce in a Year, in Pro- | 
+ portion to its fold or cubic Capacity, 2. e. the Number of Gallons 


. f Liquid it was capable of containing. This Computation being 5 
made, and the Amount of the Duty meant to be charged on ik be 


Gallon of Spirits ſettled, the whole Sum a Still ought” to yield in a 
1 ear Was eaſily calculated at ſo much for every Gallon of its | 1 


Capacity. This Annual Amount was to be im poſed, and collect . 
under an Annual Licence granted to the Diſtiller, he was to make . 
Entry of the Number of cubic Gallons to be contained in the „„ 


* 


or Stills he intended to uſe through the Year, and the Put OE, | 
5 to be paid by Anticipation in ſtated e By this Means | 5a 


an alcertained Revenue would be ſecured to the ü and 
Manufacturer delivered from the e | 
1 Interference 1d Inſpectioi 
The Plan of Licence was firſt propoſed to 
lands, but in the Lear 1786 an Act paſſ 
9 Scotland, 195 5 . modified 1 in 


tried in the High- 25 Geo, III. 


As 1 it all 2 | 
* OW. 26 Geo. III. =, 
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399. in the HI ghlands at only 20 4. a and Do 
on the Malt LN in Diſtillation, to a certain Extent, 8 
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28 Geo, III. 
7 19 nn 


$3 Geo. Ul, 
& 61, | 


13 Goo, Ill. 
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and in the Highlan 


5 


- Grain in general in the Highlands is of an inferior Quality, and 

the Harveſts more precarious ; and that, in Skill and Capital, the 

Manufacturers there were alſo much inferior to thoſe in the Low- 

lands ; but to prevent the 1+ * Diſtiller, who might poſleſs 
r 


ſufficient Skill and Capital, from deriving an undue Advantage 
over the Lowland Manufacturer in conſequence of the lower Duty 
on his Still, h: was by Law confined to a Still of a hmited Size, to 
the Uſe of a given Number of Bolls of Malt, and to the Production 
of a given "ri of Gallons of Spirits in the Year ; if he ex- 
c thoſe, he was to pay the Malt Duty for the Exceſs of Malt, 
and a Duty per Gallon for the Exceſs of Spirits, The allowed 
Quantity of Malt, free from Duty, was 250 Bolls, and of Spirits 


not ſubject to the Surcharge of Duty, 1,660 Gallons, The Strength 


thoſe Spirits were to be of, though a material Conſideration, was 


| left very indefinite. He was prohibited from buying Grain or 


ſelling pirits in the Lowlands. The Line of Diviſion between the 
Parts of the Country thus denominated Lowlands and Highlands, 


uuns deſcribed by the Act impoſing the Duty on this new Plan. 


What the preſumed Amount of the Duty fo aſſeſſed was per 
Gallon of Spirits, Your Committee are not informed. It was thought 


about that Time that a Still could not be wrought or diſcharged, 
the Year through, more than Four Times a Week. The Year 
before, wiz. (1785) under the Survey, the Duty was 25. 14, and 
in that Year (1786) it was in England 25s. 6.4. and Scotch-made 


Spirits, which had been diſtilled under the Licence Duty, were to 


pay, if brought into England, an Addition of Two Shillings per 


In 1788, it having been found that Diſtillation was carried on in 
the Lowlands with more Diſpatch than had been till then ſup- 
poſed, the Lowland Duty was raiſed to . 3. Spirits made for the 
Engliſh Market were, from that Time, exempted from the Licence 
Duty, and charged with the full Engliſh Duty on their Importa- 


| tion into England. That Duty continued to be 25. 6d. 


In 1793) the Lowland Duty was again raiſed from J. 3. to £.9. 
and the Highland Duty, which till then bad remained at L. 1. to 
30 5, The Engliſh Duty was then, both on Engliſh and Scotch- 


| made Spirits, 25. 11 d. per Gallon. 


In 1798, the Doty ta the Lowlands was brought up to C. 18. 
to 4.2. 10s. the Engliſh Duty being then 
J Vo ER 


Between 
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the Duties now in Force were impoſed, Parliament ſuſpended the 


Between that Period and the paſſing of the Statates by which 


Manufactory of Spirits throughout the Kingdom, on Account of 0 1 


the Scarcity which then prevailed. 


In 1797, the Suſpenſion being removed, the Licence for the 


Lowlands was fixed at . 54 per Gallon of the Still. The High- 
lands were ſubdivided into Two Diſtricts: In that next the Low- 
land Diſtrict, and divided from it by the former Line, the Duty was 
made . g. per Gallon; in the other, which was divided from this 
intermediate Tra& of Country by a new Line, deſcribed in the 


37 Geo. III. 


6 19 


37 Geo. III. 
„ 10 


Act paſſed for that Purpoſe, the Licence Duty was made . 6. 105. 


Under the 4. 9. Licence, the Allowance of Malt Duty free was to 


be 500, under the L. 6. 10s. 450 Bolls. The Act did not ſpecify 
any Increaſe in the Allowance of Spirits to be diſtilled under theſe 
Licences, but it muſt be underſtood to have been meant to have 
been Twice 1,660 Gallons for the 500, and in that Proportion for 
the 450 Bolls. The Duty at preſent in England is J. 4. 35. 4 d. 
on the 100 Gallons of Waſh, the Produce of a Quarter of Grain, 


or 45. 2 d. per Gallon of Spirits, if the Quarter yields the 20 


Gallons, for which the Diſtiller has Credit, and 45. 74 d. if it yields 
only 18 Gallons. The Duty on Scotch- made Spirits imported into 
England is therefore alſo 46. 7 ld. per Gallon. „ 


The Licences at J. 54, under which the Lowland Diſtillers 
now work, will be in Force till the 10th of October next, and new 
Annual Licences, at the ſame Duty, may be taken out at that Time, 
under the Act of 37 G. III. c. 17. The Licences at £.9. and 


L. 6. 10s. for the Highland and Intermediate Diſtricts, run from 


the 5th July 1797 to the zth July 1798 but there is then no 
Power to renew them, the Act of 37 G. III. c. 102. having been 


only temporary, and made to expire at the End of a Month after 


the Commencement of the preſent Seſſion. It has indeed been 
revived Twice during this Seſſion, but it finally expired on the iſt 


II this State of the Duties, the Lowland Diſtillers in general 
repreſent, that the Licences are greatly too low in the Two other 
Diſtrifts; that the Two Lines are not only arbitrarily traced in the 
preſent Acts, but incapable of being corrected on any Principle of 
Juſtice and Accuracy, or effectually guarded at any Expence ; that 
the licenſed Diſtillers in thoſe Parts exceed to a great 2 

| their 


B 2 


38 Geo. III. 


c. 11. 4.31. 
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| 7 x , 
K ; t 
1 : x " * oy 8 
- —5 2 * * ” — « * = E þ þ) F o "3 
F ̃ ĩ² ů ln . Io rt a TT III ers 0 - 


C4} 


their Timited Quantity of Grain and 3 that there are very 


many unlicenſed Stills wrought there; that both the licenſed and un- 


 Hicenſed Manufacturers buy Grain, and fell Spirits in great 5 


tities, within the Lowland Boundaries; and that it was underſtood, 


when the C. 54. Licences were taken out, that the Law with regard 


® 


to the Two Highland Diſtricts was to be altered, and the Duty raiſed 
in thoſe Diſtricts in the preſent Seſſi. . 


The Highland Manufacturers complain, on the contrary, that 
the Lowland Diſtillers, by the improved Rapidity with which they 
diſtil, and the various Means they have found of increaſing, in a 
fraudulent Manner, the Capacity of their Stills, pay, in truth, much 


leſs Duty under the . 54. than they do at their apparently low 


Duties of 4 . and £ 5. 10 6. that the Temptation to the Low- 
land Diſtillers by the Licence Syſtem (unreſtrained as it is in re- 


gard to them by any limited Quantity of Annual Produce) of 


making the greateſt poſſible Quantity, leads them to neglect the 


Quality of their Spirits, which is contended to be very unwhole- 


ſome when they ate diſtilled with great Rapidity and a violent Heat; 

that the ſame Temptation induces them to uſe a Mixture of un- 

malted Grain (which, independent of the Advantage of ſaving the 
Malt Duty, not only produces a greater Quantity, but alſo, as is 
contended, a much more unwholeſome Sort of Spirits than Malt 
alone), and to carry on their Manufacture on Sundays; and that, b 
theſe Means, they fill the Market, even in the Highland Diſtricts, 
with bad and noxious Spirits, to which they have the Art of giv- 
ing ſometimes the Appearance and Name of Highland Whiſkey, 


underſelling the Highland Diſtillers within the Limits to which 
they are confined; and. thus at once rendering the ſuppoſed Appor- 
tionment of the J. 54. Duty eluſory, in Fraud of the Revenue; in- 
fringing the Laws of Religion; and injuring the Health and Morals 


of the lower Orders of the People, by rurniſhing them with un- 


wholeſome Spirits at a very low Price. 
| Your Committee have taken great Pains in examining into the 
Foundation of theſe different Allegations, 


ved to t | 
be carried on with a Degree noe e., beyond any former Concep 
tion on the Subject. An Officer of tl 


3 


T * Mr, Whyte, Surveyor, Appendix N. 1. (A) 2d May, e 


With regard to the increaſed Ropidity of Diſtillation, it has been 
r ke} that by an improved Form of a Still the Work can 
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One of the principal Wenn in Scotland 8 at + the . 
Cannon Mills, near Edinburgh) he has known the Perſons who con- 
duct it work off their Stills in 16, 12, and 8 Minutes; and he 


has given his Reaſons for believing that they can keep up to the 


ſame Rapidity of 8 Minutes all the Year through. At this Rate 
of working by the Year, Sundays included, taking the Produce of 
the Quantity of Maltand Raw Grain uſed for cock Charge of the 
Still, and allo the Quantity of Spirits produced at an Average, the 
Duty per Gallon, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, would not 
amount to 64. without reckoning the Saving of the Malt Duty 
for Part of the Grain uſed; whereas the Diſtillers in the Intermediate 
Diſtrict, if confined to the le gal Quantity of Grain and Spirits, pay, 
even making Allowance fo their Exemption from the Malt * 
about 1 5. 6 d. and thoſe in the Highland Diſtrict above 1 5. 
Ps at the ſame Strength, The above Computation of w at 
is paid at Cannon Mills may and is contended to be much too low: 
It is ſaid that ſufficient Allowance is not made for Interruptions 
from Accidents, Repairs, Heat of Weather, &c. : Beſides, other 
Lowland Diſtillers have not attained the fame Dexterity, nor con- 
Aequently equal Rapid »þ in their Operations. This Inequality pro- 
duces an Inequality of Duty as paid by different Manufacturers 
under Licences 2 the ſame Amount, a Circumſtance much com- 
plained of by many; but from a due Conſideration of all the Evi- 
dence on this Part of the Subject, it may be concluded, that, in 
general, in the Lowland Diſtrict, they now diſtil with ſufficient 
Rapidity to bring the Duty per Gallon to an Average Amount, not 
XY (probably in many Caſes A e under) Is. 6d. 


It is alſo eſtabliſhed, that Raw Grain is more productive 58 
Malt, ſo that a Quarter of Barley, Half malted and "Half raw, will 
yield more Spirits than a Quarter of the ſame Barley all malted. 
The Difference is ſtated by one of the ARG W of Exciſe 
to be about One Fifth *. 


With regard to the Unwholeſomeneſs Tr to hs Uſe of wpid 
Diſtillation, and to the Mixture of Raw Grain, that Imputation is 
_ certainly founded on an Opinion very generally received in Scot- 
land. Highland Whiſkey is generally preferred as more wholeſome, 
as well as more palatable, than the Lowland Spirits, and it is cer- 
tainly diſtilled more ſſowly, and from Malt alone; but another 
Circumſtance mien! wag it. en, to the Taſte of thaſe ace 
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Feed mo drink it, can hardly: be thought to render it more 
whole ſome, namely, the peculiar Flavour derived from the Peat uſed 
in drying the Malt of which it is made. It is allo to be obſerved, 

that there are People in Scotland who give the Preference to Spirits 
made in Part from Raw Grain; and in England, and every where 

in the Northern Parts of the Continent, a. Portion of Raw Grain 
is always uſed in making Corn Spirits; for the Manufacture of 
Dutch Gin particularly, it is employed in a much greater Propor- 

tion than by any of the Manufacturers in Scotland. It is true that 

the Engliſh Raw Spirits are never drank in England till they have 
been rectified, and that the unmalted Grain, chiefly uſed in manu- 
facturing Dutch Gin, is Rye and not Barle mm.. 
In rapid Diſtillation it is more difficult to manage the Proceſs ſo 
as to prevent the eſſential or vegetable Oil of the Malt, which has 
remained in the Low Wines, and comes off firſt in diſtilling them 

into Spirits, from mixing in a Degree with the Spirits. The ſame 
is true with regard to the heterogeneous Matters which come from 
the Low Wine Still towards the Cloſe of the Operation, mixed 
with the laſt of the Spirits. The Firſt is called by the Scotch 

: Diſtillers Fore Shot, the Second Faints, Theſe Matters certain- 
Iy vitiate the Flat aur, and are ſuppoſed to diminiſh the Whcl:ſome- 
nei of the Spirits; but it would ſeem, that if the Diſtiller uſes 
hr nos to keep them from his Spirits, they will be as 
true Spirits if diſtilled rapidly as if they had been run off more 
flowly ; and there is Reaſon to think that the great Scotch Diſ- 
tillers have acquired ſuch Dexterity to fo great a Degree as to 
ſucceed in attaining that Object (which it muſt be their Intereſt 
to aim at) better than ſome of thoſe whoſe Mode of Working is 


not ſo rapid. ' © 


On the whole, as to this important and delicate Point, Your 
Committee can only ſay, that ſufficient Reaſons have not been laid 
before them to induce them to adopt any decided Opinion that there 
is a material Difference between the Wholeſomeneſs of Spirits ſkil- 
fully though rapidly diſtilled, and from a Mixture of Raw Grain and 
of ſuch as ace manufactured ſlowly, and from Malt alone. | 


The Fad, that ſome of the Lowland Diſtillers work their Stills 
on Sundays, is not conteſted. This Practice has given great and 
juſt Scandal in Scotland, and beſides the other and more ſerions 
ae on 2 Sch 7 ables it is obſerved that it increaſes the 

nequality uty, under the ſame Rate of Licence, between thoſ 
who do and thoſe who do not adopt it. 2 


a 


be nn 2 on e orhbr; Hand, in 28 to 1 5 
Highland Diſtricts, are in a great Degree ſubſtantiated by the 

Evidence. The ſame Officer 2, who! has' been laſt mentioned, 
ſtates it to be his firm Belief, that. moſt of the Diſtillers /in the 
proper Highlands, and all in the Intermediate Diſtrict, greatly ex- 


Ceed their legal Quantities of Grain and Spirits; and there is other 


abundant Evidence, both of ſome of thoſe in the Intermediate 
Di.ſtrict doing fo, and alſo of their buying Grain and ſelling Spirits 
beyond the preſeribed Line. It is beſides proved, that ſeveral in 

the Intermediate Diſtrict have made very conſiderable Advances 
towards the improved Rapidity of working, by altering their Still 
ſo as to approach to the ſhallow and broad Conſtruction! now uſed 
in the Lowlands, which, by forming a larger Surface of the Liquid 
under Diſtillation, and admitting of the Application of the Fire 
nearer to that Surface, accelerates the Evaporation of the Spirits to 
a very great Degree. It is alſo certain, that much Diſtillation from 
unlicenſed Stills is practiſed in thoſe Diſtricts: This appears from 
the Fact, that no leſs Gy 8 359 n r were an in 5 Wer 


„ e ey 1 1 FP 


- The 8 and ee of ihe priveipel Officers af, Ex- | 
iſe, are ſtrongly inclined to the Opinion, that it would be better 
to reſort again to the former Mode of Survey. Their Reaſons may 
be ſeen at large in the ſeveral Sets of Anſwers they have given to 
the Queries of the Ct mmittee, and which are ed in the } She 
L 121 to this e 7. 1 3 


Some of the very Sinbienble Low Country Diktillers in6@. on 
the Continuation of the Licence Syſtem as it now exiſts, with a 
Correction of particular Defects, and an Extenſion of the High 
Duty to the Highland Diſtricts ; other Low Country Diſtillers | 
would alſo have the Rapidity of Binies unde hs s 1 Raw 
| Grain prohibited by Law.” DK 42th 5 


Thoſe of the Highland Diſtricts with, i in „ een 5 the Re lo- 
ration of the Plan of Survey; while others recommend a Combina- 
tion of the Two Syſtems. The Abolition of the Lines of Demar- 
cation is urged by 1 e Diſtillers in as far as e the 
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(Oe —— dC. * A 1 _— 


* a 4 mY 7 


0 od Mr. Leven, Appendix, . 1. 0 6a Jae i | _ 
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Difference 


Difference of the Licence Duty, and it ſeems to be wiſhed for by 
thoſe of the Higblands, in regard to the Prohibition of the Pur- 
| chaſe of, Grain and Sale of Spirits beyond thoſe Lines. The Extent 


of both the Lines is not leſs than 420 Miles. 


The Principle and Advantages of the Licence Syſtem have been 
already ſtated, and alſo ſome of the Diſadvantages attending it; 
ſeveral others have been inſiſted on. It cannot be made completely 
excluſive of Survey, for, under its Operation the Officer muſt till 
have. Acceſs to the Works of the Diftiller, to fee that no Arts are 
uſed for increafing the effective Size of his diſtilling Apparatus be- 
yond the licenſed Capacity; to examine whether Ingredients, which 
the Corn Diſtiller is prohibited under his Corn Licence from uſing, 
are not employed, ſuch as foreign Cyder, Melaſſes, &c.; and to 
take carc that the Waſh is not heated before it is put into the Still. 
It has been found that it is not applicable to a great Part of Scot- 
land, unleſs united with a Survey, which, to be effectual, muſt be 


as ſtrict as if there were no Licence Duty there. But the moſt 


ſtriking Objection of all ſeems to be that already mentioned, as ſo 

much relied on by its Opponents, viz. the Difficulty, or rather 
Impoſſibility, of making it an equal Tax on the Commodity ma- 
nufactured. It is faid, in Anſwer to this, that if an ingenious Ma- 
nufacturer diſcovers Methods of accelerating his Work, he is enti- 
tled to the Profits he thereby gains; but the Objectors reply, that 
the greater Profit in that Caſe ſhould ariſe from the Sale of a 
greater Quantity of the Commodity, and the Power of underſelling 
others, by ſaving Labour and other Expences, and not from con- 
tributing a ſmaller Proportion of Duty to the Public Revenue. 


Ik by a preſcribed Form and Size of Still, or Mode of Diſtilla- 
tion, the Legiſlature could aſcertain, and limit within accurate 


Bounds, the Rapidity of working, the Inequality ariſing from the 
Licence Syſtem arr be obviated ; but F ba 8 with a 
conſiderable Shew of Reaſon, that where it is not thought expedient 
to prohibit a Manufactory, you ought not in found Policy to tell the 
Manufacturer, (though you may dedicate your Time, Money, and 
_ Ingenuity to that Manufacture, yet you ſhall derive from it but a 
partial and ſtinted Benefit.” It is not contended by any Perſon, 
that the Diſtillation of Spirits ſhould be totally prohibited ; it is 
indeed the general Opinion, that it is wiſe, in a "olitical as well as 


| financial View, to impoſe ſuch a Duty on that Manufactory as will 
raiſe the Price to the Conſumer high enough to prevent the ex- 
ceſſive Uſe of it by the Poor, to which Exceſs, infin itely more than 
40 any Matters which a particular Mode of Manufacture may extract 
; _ from 
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from the Grain, and leave mixed with the Spirits, muſt be imputed 
their ill Conſequences to Health and Morality; but it may be well 
doubted, whether you ought by Law to go farther, and hamper the 
Manufacturer in his Exertions to act (under ſuch Duty) on the com- 
mon Principles by which Trade and Manufactures in general are 
condutted 29d: ee!!! 8 


Tube general Combination of both Syſtems, of which already there 


in ſome Degree exiſts in the Highland Diſtricts a local Example, 
and obviouſly defective becauſe local, would, as is inſiſted by its 
Advocates, ſecure to the Revenue the larger Part of the Duty by 
the Licence, and at the ſame Time, by taking an Account of the 
Amount actually diſtilled, and charging the Extra Quantity at the 
Rate at which the Licence had been calculated, all Manufacturers 


would pay alike, and the Temptation to rapid Diſtillation, if that 
ſhould be thought to produce unwholeſome Spirits, would be in a 


great Meaſure taken away. The Diſtiller would indeed again become 
ſubject to ſtrict Survey, but would not in that reſpect be in a worſe 
Condition than the Brewer, Soap Boiler, Candle Maker, &c. ; and 
if the Expence ſhould be greater, notwithſtanding the great Saving 
which it may be ſuppoſed would accrue from the - Abolition of the 
Lines of Demarcation, that Expence, it is contended, would be fully 
compenſated by an increaſed Revenue; tlie former Frauds and Col- 


luſion might be prevented by a new and improved Syſtem of Checks; 

by a careful Choice of Officers, whoſe increaſing Acquaintance with 
the Art would enable them to ſuggeſt ſtill farther Improvements in 
that Syſtem, and by better Appointments to render thoſe Officers 


more independent. 


Report, that they have not been able to complete their Inveſtiga- 
tion of the Subject referred to them, think it their Duty to abſtain 


from giving any Opinion on the Propriety of adopting, by a perma- 
nent Law, any One of the Modes of Aſſeſſment and Collection 
which have been mentioned, in Preference to the others; but as 


from the actual Situation of the Licences, the Legiſlature may 
think it neceſſary, before the End of the preſent Seſſion, to make 
ſome Regulations of a temporary Nature, they will, before con- 
cluding their Report, ſtate certain Matters which 'it may be mate- 


rial to bring under the more immediate View of the Houſee. 


I what has been faid on the different Degrees of Celerity 
with which different Diſtillers work their Stills, it has appeared 


D that 


* 


14 ] 


that the ſame Quantities of Spirits of the ſame Strength have paid, 
| Under the exiſting Law, different Rates of Duty. As to how much 
Duty it was meant that each Gallon ſhould pay, Your Committee 
cannot form any judgment; but it is the Idea of the principal 
Officers of the Exciſe who have attended, and whoſe intelligent 
and laborious Aſſiſtance juſtly merits the favourable Teſtimony of 
| Your Committee, that Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, 
might, in Scotland, pay a Duty of g z. per Gallon, leaving 
an ample Profit to the ManufaQturers—the Commiſſioners ſay, 
at leaſt 25. 3 l. —ſome of the principal People concerned in 
the Trade, 2 5. It has appeared above, that Spirits in Scotland 
muſt pay 45. 744. if imported into England, and ſome of the 
Manufacturers now work for the London Market. It has alſo 
already appeared, that the Spirits now on Hand have not, at an 
Average, paid more than 15. 6 d. per Gallon; and from an Ac- 
count tranſmitted by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe and hereto an- 
nexed , of the Quantity of Spirits in the Stocks of the Diſtillers, 
Dealers, and Retailers, the Firſt taken by Computation, the 
Two others by actual Survey, it has been calculated that the 


Amount of thoſe Stocks, on the 10th of October next, will probably 


be from Two to Three Millons of Gallons, Hydrometer Proof, 
ww to from 1,800,000 to 2,000,000 One to Ten over that Proof, 
If the Number of Families in Scotland are, as has been calculated; 
about 300,000 , Eight Gallons by the Year to each Family would 
amount to 2,400,000 in the whole. | 


2. It has been decided lately by the Houſe of Lords, in the 
Cauſe of Eaſton and others verſus Brown and others, Commiſſioners of 
the Exciſe, on a Writ of Error from the Court of Exchequer in 
Scotland f, that to carry on Diſtillation on Sundays is as little 
warranted by the Acts of Parliament concerning the Diſtillery Du- 
ties, as it is by the Laws of Chriſtianity ; but as the exiſting 
Sanctions of the Common or Statute Law do not ſeem ſufficient 

to prevent a Practice ſo reprehenſible, Your Committee cannot 
help recommending to the Conſideration of the Houſe, how far 
ſome more eſfectual Proviſion for that Purpoſe ſhould not be en- 


acted. 
_ ® Appendix, N- 40, 


4 Appendix, Ne 32, 


Perſons is 1,547,729. 


3. K 


Tut. 


3 It has been ſuggeſted to Vour Committee, that if the Raw 


Grain uſed in Diſtillation were to be made ſubje& to the Malt 


Duty, and the limited Exemptions from that Duty in the Highland 


Diſtricts taken away, ſuch a Meaſure might operate to encourage 


the Brewery, which is generally conſidered as a Manufacture more 
_ favourable to Health than that of the Diſtillery. - EG 


4. By the preſent Licence Syſtem, the Lowland Diſtiller is not 
obliged to obtain an Exciſe Permit for the Removal of Spirits 
from his Diſtillery ; he is only bound to accompany them with a 
Certificate by himſelf, that they are of his Manufacture. The 


Abuſes practiſed under theſe Certificates, by colouring the Tranſ- 


portation of Highland-made Spirits into the Lowlands, &c. are 
ſtated in the Evidence; and it is the urgent Recommendation of 
the Board and Officers of Exciſe, that the Uſe of them ſhould be 
immediately aboliſhed, and the Exciſe Permits ſubſtituted in their 
Place *. Je e : 


YOUR Committee will now conclude, by expreſſing their 


Hope and Belief, that if the Houſe in their Wiſdom ſhould think 
fit, early in a future Seſſion, to direct a further Inveſtigation of this 


Subject, what remains towards completing the neceſſary Enquiries 


might be ſoon accompliſhed, and a Foundation laid whereon to 
form a Law calculated to reconcile contending Parties and Intereſts, 
and aboliſh invidious local Diſtinctions, without neglecting the 
due Conſideration of the Circumſtances which gave riſe to thoſe 


Diſtinctions in the actual Scheme of the Duties on the Diſtillation 


of Corn Spirits in Scotland. 
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Mercurii, 28* die Martii, 1798. 


FIRST HEAD OF ENQUIRY. 


« WHAT Effects have been produced by the Difference in the 
« Rates of Duties impoſed in the Lowlands and Highlands of Scot- 
« land, on the Health, Morals, and productive Induſtry of the lower 


« Claſſes, and on the Revenue of the Country,” 


JOHN BONAR, Eſquire, 
Solicitor of the Board of Exciſe at Edinburgh; 


Called in, and examined. 
WHAT are the different Rates of Duty impoſed on the Lowland 
and Highland Diſtricts by the laſt Act of Parliament? | 
In the Lowlands the Rate of Duty by the laſt Act is C. 54. per Gallon 
of the Capacity or Content of the Still; in the remote Highlands the Duty 
is C. 6. 10s. per Gallon; in the intermediate Diſtrict between the High- 


lands and Lowlands the Duty is J. 9. per Gallon, 


Does it not conſiſt with your Knowledge, that a conſiderable Quantity of 


8 Spirits have been ſmuggled from the Highlands into the Lowlands ? 


I haye been informed that ever ſince there has been a conſiderable 
Difference between the Duty in the Lowlands and Highlands, conſiderable 
Quantities of Spirits have been ſmuggled from the Highlands into the 
Lowlands; but I have no actual Knowledge on the Subject. | 


Do not the Highland Diſtillers purchaſe Grain and Malt to the South 
of 15 Line, and carry it to their own Diſtri&t to be diſtilled into Spi- 
na? - LE — | | oF 
I I have been informed they do; and I have actual Knowledge of the 
Fact in Two Caſes, where the Delinquents are under Proſecution in the 
Court of Exchequer for ſo doing. | 


Were there not a conſiderable Number of Highland Stills eſtabliſhed 
for the laſt Four Years, near to the Border of the Line which ſeparates the . 
Highland from the Lowland Diſtri& ; and can you ſtate the Number? 

I know officially there were, but cannot preciſely ſtate their Number; 
only I know that many Applications for Licences for Highland Stills upon 
the Border of the Line were made, and refuled by the Commiſſioners of 
Exciſe, within the laſt Four Years, 


Is not the Highland Diſtrict ſo near to Glaſgow, Paiſley, Greenock, and 
the manufaQuring Villages of the Counties of Renfrew, Air, and Dum- 
| | barton, 


_ "_ 
. 4 


# 
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barton, as to render it extremely difficult for the Exciſe Officers to prevent 


1 Smuggling of Highland Spirits into that Part of the Lowlands? 


What was formerly the Highland Diſtrict, and is now the Interme- 
diate Diſtrict, is ſo near the Places mentioned in the Queſtion, that it is 
very difficult, if not impoſſible, to prevent Smuggling from the one Place 


Are not the populous Towns of Stirling, Perth, Dundee, Montroſe, 
and Aberdeen, eaſily ſupplied with Highland Spirits from their Vicinity to 
the Line of Separarion ? 1 | 1 
I! have been informed that they are ſo ſupplied; but I have no actual 
Knowledge of ir, and cannot ſtate whether it can be done eaſily or other- 
wiſe. | : | | | EE rn Eo a | 3 | 


How many Lowland Stills are entered in the Counties of Air, Wig- 

town, and the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright?  _ NN 

[Refers to a Paper. ] I do not find any Lowland Still at preſent entered 

or licenſed in the County of Air, nor in the County of Wigtown, nor 

in the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright; there could be none entered without 
my Knowledge of it. Wes, T7: 


Is there any Lowland Still entered any where to the North of Dun- 
J%%%%% / TTT | 
There is not ; if there was I certainly muſt know it. 


Have not conſiderable Quantities of Spirits, ſmuggled from the High- 
lands into the Lowlands, been ſeized and condemned within the laſt Four 
Years ? ; N 1 

There have. 


Has the Practice of Smuggling from the Highlands into the Lowlands 
been repreſented to the Board of Exciſe as exiſting to a great Extent, and, 
that the Revenue Officers have been prevented by Force from making 
legal Seizures ? lags nes 
| There have been Repreſentations ſeveral Times made, within theſe 
Four Years, to the Board of Exciſe, ef the Smuggling of Spirits from the 
Highlands into the Lowlands, and the Commiſſioners have iſſued repeated 

ſtrict Inj unctions to their Officers, to prevent the Practice, if poſſible; and 

I have R-aſon to believe the Officers have obeyed theſe Orders as much as 
in their Power: But I do not know of any particular Inſtance of an 
Officer being obſtructed in ſeizing Spirits paſſing from the one Diſtrict into 
the other, though it is poſſible ſuch an Obſtruction might have happened 

without my Knowledge. : 


Do you know any Inſtance where the Peace Officers have been re- 
ſiſted ; to have ſuffered very ſeverely by aſſiſting the Exciſe Officers, and 
making Seizures of Spirits ſmuggled from the Highlands into the Low- 
 JandaF:: ; 10 Eo 
I do not recollect any ſuch Inſtance,” 


* 


Haye 
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Have not many of the Lowland Diſtillers given up their Buſineſs 
ſeveral Months before the Expiration of their Licences, with large Stocks 
of Spirits on Hand, for which they have been unable to find Sales, from the 
, ins, ts 7 ch fr ING e 
A great Number of Lowland Diſtillers who were licenſed to the 
oth of October 1797, did give up Buſineſs, ſome on the 1oth of February, 
ſome on the 1oth of April, and many more on the 1oth of June laſt ; but 
1 do not know what Stock of Spirits they had on Hand when they gave up, 


or whether their giving up was from their Want of Sale. 


Has not this ariſen, in a great Degree, from the Competition occaſioned 
by Smuggling of Highland Spirits into the Lowlands? 1 

I am not competent to anſwer that Queſtion, as I have not had Aeceſs 
to know from what Cavſe their giving up proceeded, 


Do you not think, that the Smuggling ariſing from the Tnequality of 
the Duty, is prejudicial to the Health, Morals, and Induſtry of the lower 
Claſſes, by diminiſhing the Price of Spirits ? | „ Ws 

Il am of Opinion, that every Species of Smuggling is prejudicial to the 
Morals of the People, not favouratle to their Induſtry, and cannot much 
contribute to their Health. - 


Is not the Price of Highland Spirits higher than the Price of Lowland 
Spirits ? „ „ %ͤ TTL 
5 I know that the Price of Lowland Spirits is very low indeed, but I do 
not know what is the Price of Highland Spirits, though I have been in- 
formed it is higher than Lowland Spirits ; the Price of Lowland Spirits is 
in Edinburgh 35. per Gallon, and has been ſo for a Year paſt: I mean, the 
8 Price at an Average is 3 5. but there are Spirits ſold lower at Edin- 

urgh, | = 


| i What is the Strength of. the Spirits ſold at 3 5. per Gallon 3 | 
| What is called Glaſs Proof, which I underſtand to be lower than Hy- 
drometer Proof in the Proportion of One in Six, 


Io what Cauſes do you aſcribe the Lowneſs of the Price of that which 
is ſold under 35. ? „„ EL 
Io the Lownels of the Duty in the Firſt Inſtance which I have good 
Reaſon to believe at many Diltilleries does not exceed 44. per Gallon 
upon the Spirit—even under the £.54 Licence; and, Secondly, to the 
Dealers and Retailers of ſuch Spirits having reduced them by Water to ſo 
low a Quality, cb . | 


Do ern Wee e e of Officers are ſtationed along Gs Line: _ | 

near to it, tor the T urpoie o reventing Smugoling f. , ; 
the Lowlands ? e e 252 the Flighlands into 
| don't know that there are any Officers ſpecially appointed for that 


Purpole, but every Officer and Superviſor is directed to exert hi A 
own Bounds to prevent that Practice. en ch exert bümſelk zn his 


Were 
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Were not conſiderable Quantities of irits q fited | as a Securit for 
Duty from the roth of October 1796? * 12 o 


- - There were, upon an Application to, dd Directions from. the Lord, 
of the Treaſury 1 in 1797. 


* 
82 
5 


Bo you debe the Date of the Proclamation for protibiting e the Diſ- 
tillery, 1 in conſequence of the Scarcity of Grain, and how long it continued 
in Force ? 


The Date was in J a 179 55 and i it continued i in Force ll 20th Oto- 
ber 1796. | 


Did not the Price of Spirits increaſe conſiderably os the Proben 
of the Diſtillery; and do yoo recollect the Increaſe We TIN, OT oy, 
Period „ | | 
Tc certainly did, and to netz double, if! not more. 


Was it not the general Opinion, and particularly remarked by yourſelf, 
that during that Prohibition the lower Claſſes were diſtinguiſhed by 
an unexampled Degree of Sobriety, good Order, and Attention to the dif 
ferent Branches of Labour and Manuſacture? 

l believe it was the general Opinion, and I particularly remarked the 
Effects of the Prohibition to be very ſalutary to the e and ee 
of the lower Claſſes of the People. f 


Was there any Increaſe on the Note ariſing the Scotch Brew- 
eries during that Period, and what was the Amount of ſuch Increaſe? 
There Was a very conſiderable Increaſe both in and about Edinburgh, 
and in other Places; but I cannot at preſent, for Want of a general Ac- 
count, which I expected to have received this Day from Scotland, ſpeak 
to any other Place but Edinburgh, and there the Increaſe in the Year 
ee 5th July 1796, was from J. 9,194, which was the Amount of the 
preceding Year, to /.13,88y ; and in the ſucceeding Year, ending 5th July 
Toa, the Three Firſt Months of which were under the Prohibition, the 
Amount was £.16,365 ; and J have Reaſon to believe that the EN in 
other Parts of Scotland bore an equal Proportion. | 


An whe Year was the AR paſſed, for levying the Duty on the Scotch 
Diſtillery, by a Licence Tax proportioned to the Contents of the Stil!? 
| That Syſtem was adopted by an Act of 24 Geo. III. for the High- 
lands, but was not carried into Effect there till another Act of the 2 5 Geo, 
III. which conſiderably altered the former Regulations, was paſſed, and had 
Commencement from the tft December 178 5.— In the Lowlands, the 

Syſtem of the Licence for the Diſtillery was e by the Act 26 Geo. 

IH. commencing on the 5th July 1786. | 


| What were the reſpe&tive Duties on the Lowland and Hignland Di | 
tricts in 1786? | 
In 1786, the Highland Duty was 205. per Gallon, of the Capacity or 
Content of the Still, including the Duty on 250 Bolls of Malt allowed for 
each Still of Forty Gallons Content in the Year, and ſo in proportion for a 
Still of Thirty e no other 8 OY allowed in the Highlands, 
and 


2 255 L DRY: - Appendix; Na. 5 


* n. D 
allowed by Law to be diſ. 
— . ee, un onen 


$73 


hg Number of Th were. enced. in — dune in 055 
alte den oned. 


as the Amount of the fans for that Tn 3 the 
Amoun kw rom the Lowland and Highland Diſtricts F 


Anſwer poſtponed. 


What was the ncreaſe of Duty el in 1788, in each idia 
reſpe&ively? 


In 1788, the Duty in the Lowlands was doubled, and made Three 
Pounds; the Highland Duty remained the ſame as before. 


What Number of . were entered in each b Die beau 
. during that Year? 5 22 
Anſwer ae. 


Wbat was the Increaſe bor that Yea, Hcg the Amovnt in > the 
Lowland and Highland Diſtricts 4 
Anſwer poſtponed. 


What was the Increaſe of Duty in imp * in 1793 937 - | 
The Lowland Duty was trehled, and made +" Pounds, and the. 
Highland Duty C. 1. 104, iche the Malt Duty as before. 


"What Number of Bates were entered i in each Ding for that Year? 
Anſwer PoEponcde, „ 


What was. the Amount of the Revenoe, ſpeciſhing the Amount from 
the Lowland and Highland Diaria ? 
Anſwer poſtponed. | 


What were the, Number of Gallons enterediin each. Diſtrict for 1594 


and what was the Amount of the Revenue for. that Nens | cifyin 
Amount for each Diſttict? my 1 OR 


Anſwer, poſtponed. 


What was the Duty Seed to, e in 1 3 N 
In the Lowlands the former, Duty was Geubled and made 4. ay 


the at Duty het 10s, with the Exception % the Malt Duty as | 
-betore, 


What Rate of Duty, ;ncludins former Duties was ee 5 
Lowlands in Deceniber 1 Wann 4 ; 00 th 


3 54. Br en, 


2 Whavivias the Number of Gallons ent Hed in the Lad 15 K 0 Of "© Re 
Preys | TE PIR 
79 The Prohibition nor bein alen off till the End chr Lis fl 1796, 


the Working Year did not commence, till iſt November 1 76. and 
on that Day there were entered and keenſed in the Par 
3 e 


9555 . 


| When Fa — & 4. 34 was a rd b Period » Was a dee | 
to the Ditſters to withdraw their Licences? 5 
The new Duty had Commencement, by the AQ, 1 1 29th De 
cember 1796, but the Diſtillers were allowed to give, up. their Licences 
altogether, or to difcontinue OW: One or more 10 . Notes PR 
to the 20th Januar 17 97. 


, 


What were the Worker of Gallons 1 in the Lowlands on the 2 
20th January, 10th June, roth 2 and 16th ( e 1797 5 
Anſwer poſtponed. = . 


What was the Amun Uf <hs' Revenue on the 1 L 
from iſt November 1 796 te to roth October Won 
_ Anſwer Poſtpones: 


What would have been Ge Awebnt of that Neven 1 iſt Min 
1796 to 10th October 1797, if the Number of Gallons entered on iſt 
November 1796 had continued to pay Duty wal the Lot October . | 
according to the . Dories. * 5 

Aniwer f poſtponed. 2 | 


What Number of Gallons were entered i in the Highting bid on : 
iſt December 1796? F 
There were no Highland Ne eld prior to the iſt December 
1796, and the Entry in the A & "The" enn was nd LIAM Gallons for 
cel Current Tear. | 


What was the Number of Gallons entered. in the Highland Difria, 
-on. the 20th: January, roth. June, 10th Augult, and 10th NP 


+1797? 
F Anſwer . 


Were not more Licences applied for by the a DiRillers, 7 
; refuſed by the Board of Exciſe; and to what Amount, from it December 
1796 to 10th October 17977 
There were many Applications for Highland 11 in this Period, 


ond pause ; 


-refuſed by the Board of Exciſe, who conſidered it to be their Duty to reſtrict 5 


the Number conſiderably, and to allow no more than Two Stills for each 
Pariſh, which they are compelled to allow, if required, unleſs very ſperial 
-Circumſtances make a Third neceſſary, but as to the exact Number ap- 
plied for and refuſed, I cannot ſpeak poſitively, only the 

able - but the exact N my be RG 


1 * 7 
"he. * + I a 
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What was the Amount of the Revenue ariſing from the Highland Dif- | 
 fillery, from 1it December 2795 to 10th October 17979? & 


It the fame Rate of Duty had been impoſed in the Lowland and High- 
land Diſtricts, is it your Opinion that the Number of Gallons under 
Licence in the Lowlands, on the iſt December 1796, would have continued _ 
to pay Duty until the 10th October 1797? © ©  _. 
II cannot anſwer poſitively, becauſe the Continuance of the ſame 
Number of Stills in the Lowlands might have depended upon various 
Circumſtances, but I know that the Lowland Diſtillers, who gave up during 
the Courſe of the Year 1797, aſſigned as the Reaſon for their giving up, 
that the Highland Diſtillers were ſubject to a much lower Rate of Duty, 
and poured in their Spirits upon them, and underſold them, 


Js it your Opinion, that the Entries in the Lowland Diſtrict will be ſtill 

pe, diminiſhed, if the preſent Inequality of Duty ſhould be con- 
tinued 3 2 : „ > 
I think that the Inequality of Duties between the Highlands and 
Lowlands muſt have the Effet of tempting the Diſtillers in the High- 
land Diſtrict to extend their Manufacture, and if they are not prevented 
5 from ſending their Spirits acroſs the Line, they muſt conſiderably affect 
I Lowland Diſtiller, and probably reduce the Number of their 


_ Do you think it poſſible to prevent the Smuggling of Highland Spirits 
== acroſs the Line by any Regulations or any other Mode you can propoſe? 
When ſo great a Temptation to ſmuggle takes Place, by ſo great a 

Difference between the Duties of the Highlands and Lowlands, I think it 

will be extremely difficult, if not impoſſible, to prevent the ſending of 

de from the One Diſtrict iato the other, though by Means of many 
ditional Officers, and ſtatutary Regulations, and increaſed Penalties, this 

OY of Smuggling may be checked to a greater Degree than it yet has 


" What is the Length of the Line which ſeparates the Intermediate Dil. 
trtict from the Lowland Diſtrict ? ; e Hs 1 
Anſwer poſtponed. 


What is the Length of the Line which ſeparates the Intermediate from 


What are the neareſt Diſtances 3 the Line ich ſe . 
ö nees be 4 | arates the 
Jatermediate from the Lowland Diſtrit, and the Line which e the 


e 
Si 


* 
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Intermediate from the Highland Diſtriet, and the Towns of 19 1— Perth, 
Dundee, ogy curyte Aberdeen? | 
Anſwer Rae ON „„ 


| Adjouned cl Friday Moming » next. 


5 Veneris, 305 die Martii, 17 99. 5 Fs ; 


E j 6 ; : : 3 ? DARN, .. 
-4 : 
— 


JOHN. BONAR, Eſquire; 
Again called in, and examined. 


sECOND HEAD or Ear: 


re WHETHER the Limitation to a Still of Forty Gallen. the i in- 
ce ferior Quality of the Grain, the Diſtance from Coal, and other 
et ocal Circumſtances, are ſufficient Reaſons for impoſing a lower i 


«6 + Rare of Duty in the att en in the Loviand Pita?” 5 


3 


Lemma _ 


18 it your e e that as s much, if noe more Work, may he: $ Foals in 
Propattion, to. the Contents in a Wren. Time with a Forty Gallon ARR as 
with a Still of larger Dimenſions? _ 

My Opinion in this Caſe is formed from Information 1 have te- 
ceived from others, for I have had no actual Knowledge on the Subject 
myſelf, and according to that Information which I have received, both 


from Perſons in the Revenue and converſant with the Diſtillery, I am of 


Opinion, chat a F orty Gallon Still is a very uſeful and proper Size for doing 
as much Work in a given Time as A . Scill 1 in Fare its . 
tents. | f 


What is the Size 5 Stills which the Lowland Diſtillers are at preſent 
owed to uſe by Law? . 

The loweſt Size of the Waſh Still is 62 Engliſh 59 by the Law 
at preſent in Force, and the Low Wine Still muſt be at leaſt One Fourth 
Part of the Content of the Waſh Still in born Cults ele o tho 


15 What is the Size of: Stills moſt t commonly ad at preſent by. the Low: 
land Diſtillers? + 

In general I find 1 — moſt common Sire of Waſh. Stills nod be 

the 1 ſores] Diſtillers 1 is romp * to dee ang One Hundred Gallons. 


SE 


| Anſwer x ſt a,” | | as 


"| 


IE _—_ 3 . 1 —_— 
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the Meral of which it is compoſed ? 
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5 5 it your Opinion chat a Forty Gallon Still could be made ſo as to pro- 


duce lefs Spirits than another Forty Gallon Still in a given Time, by a 
particular Gawen of the Shape, Head, Pipe, Worm, and Thickneſs of 7 


From every Information I have received, I am of Opinion it could, and 
that it actually has been tried, and found to be the Fact. 


| ' 


5 Do you know where ſuch a Trial has been made ? 


I do not recolle& any particular Place at prefent, not having ſeen an 
Diſtillery in Scotland of late Tears, | OT 


FE Do you not think that a Forty Gallon Still, as allowed by Law to be 


uſed in the Highland Diſtrict, will conſume more than 500 Bolls of Malt 
I think it could. : 
What Quantity of Malt do you think ſuch a Forty Gallon Still can con- 
ſume in the Year? 3 1 
I am not competent to give a preciſe Anſwer to that Queſtion, but I am 


| informed by a General Superviſor, who has made a Survey in the High- 


lands, that 1000 or 1500 Bolls may be, and has been conſumed Annually 
What Quantity of Spirits are allowed to be produced by Law from 500 
Bolls of Male? Eo 5 

By the former Highland Act, 1,660 Gallons of Spirits were allowed 
to be produced Annually from a Forty Gallon Still, and from 250 Bolls, or 


1,500 Buſhels of Malt; but in the preſent Highland Act, alchough the 


Quantity of Malt is.increafed to 500 Bolls in the Intermediate Diſtrict, and 
to 45% Bolls in the Highland Diſſ rict, there is no Alteration as to the Quan- 
tity of Spirits allowed from theſe Two laſt- mentioned Quantities of Malt, 


_ which has been conſidered as an Omiſſion. 


Do you know what Quantity of Spirits has been produced from 500 


Bolls of Malt, and from 450 Bolls, in a Still of 40 Gallons, in the High- 


and District? 


I do not preciſely ; but I am informed conſiderably more than 1 ,660 
Gallons, e 


In conſequence of the Omiſſion mentioned by you, in what Manner has 
the Board of Exciſe regulated the Permits with Appel to the Quantities 
of Spirits produced ? J VVT 
I be Board of Exciſe confider themſelves bound by the Letter of the 
Law, and that they were not competent to correct the Omiſſion, The ge- 
neral Orders iſſued by them on this Subject were, that the Annval Quan- 
tity of Spirits limited to be permitted from a Highland Still was to be 
regulated by the Act 33 Geo. III. c. 61, which limited the drawing of Per- 
mits for more than 1,660 Gallons of Spirits for a Forty Gallon Still ; but 
the Highland Diſtillers have not, as far as I know, been charged with any 
additional Duty on the Surplus Quantity, becauſe they have, either by 


ſending out their Spirits without a Permit, or abſtracting or concealing 


>" from the Sight of the Officer, never excceded that Permit Cre- 


e © frm 


a-; 
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In one of the Papers referred to this Committee, it appears, that 4:000 5 
Gallons. were produced from 500 Bolls of Malt in a Forty Gallon Still, in 
the Highland Diſtrict, in a Tear; what Information can 8 give" on this | 
Subject? : 


I can give no Information upon this Subject, it never . come 5 5 


officially before me; and upon looking at the Page, it does not appear to 
be there ſtated as a Fact that had happened, but only a Calculation upon 
the neareſt Average the Perſon who wrote the Letter could form wack what : 

n. be the Produce of 500 Bols of Barley, | 


"1 7 you es fe Strength of the e Spirits juſt alluded 10, as s aſcertained dy. 
Hycromerer . ug 
I do not, further than har it is ſtared to be faleable Whiſkey, abi 1 
reſume to be an Hydrometer Proof Spirit, or nearly ſo; but in the High- 
find Acts there is no Specification of Strength whatever, except that the 
1,660 Gallons are denominated pure Spirits, by which I unde fan: a 24 
rit extracted from the Still without 11 Water being _ to it. 


What is the Average Strength of Highland Spiris, as s aſcerined by | 

e Proof? 
I, can't ſpeak with Certainty to that Fact, having: myſelf no „het . 
Knowledge on that Subject; but, I preſume, a Mr. Leven, General Su- 
e will 150 Pw oy _ hp oe e, i9 «pero to it 5 av 
e i | i : 


Are not many of tas Highland Stills conftruſted on Lk 220 „ 
| D for carrying on the Operation of Diſtillery as in the Low- | 

an Py 
Il cannot ſped e to the enn of Hig lated Hills, Fara 
ther than that I know officially a good many Highland Diſtillers have of 
gate had Recourſe to new and uncommon Apparatus in their Heads and 
Pipes, and otherways, by Means of Veſſels for heating their Waſh before 


put into the Sull, and an COON the Proceſs of Diſtilla- 
tion. b Ws 1 | 


How 4 not As Highland E Diſtillers bo e for f doeh inegd © d 
trivances? and have not certain Stills uſed 1 in che e DOTS been 
Prohibited by the Board of Exciſe? 
Several Highland Diſtillers have been Nee and others are under 
| Proſecution far the whoa incurred 4 __e e e 1 . Sante ” 
vanes | 
| 5 not e Highland I Diſtillers eniploy many Sersagch who: are ac- 
quainted with the Mode of Diſtillery in the Low Country, and enable them 
to carry on their Buſineſs with as much Skill and Ingeauity in the High- 
lands as in the Lowlands??? 

I have been informed they do, but cart ſpeak e to the res, 
but from eee | : 


| Wauld it not place 95 Loviand' 210 Midland Ditrict on a more 6 
0 if che Diſtillers in Kaen A: | plat ware b to berg: | 
* Forty Gallons ? FX | 1 


kt certainly would, e 
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I there not a great Quantity of Grain of an inferior Quality uſed by the 


* Fe K. 5 * 
a * * 
. = Seb : * x 7 4 ns" "LK 2 MY 8 
N | _ N 
3 "6 * * * 8 
; $8 EM : 
n F ; 
e x * 
E ; 4 
3 
A. 


| landand Lowland Diſtricts ? 


Is not the Quality of Barley or Bear in the County of Murray, and ſome 
other Parts the Highland Diſtrict, equal to the Quality of that Grain 
— mg” CG Eg 
l have heard fo, but do not know it perſonally, © 


Lowland Diſtillers? a . 
I have heard fo, but am not acquainted with it perſonall7. 


What is the Amount of the Duty paid by the Lowland Diſtiller on a 
% . 

It muſt and does vary conſiderably; from the beſt Information I have 
lately received, I think ſome Diſtillers do not pay more than 44. per Gallon 


on the Spirits produced from their Still, which I preſume on an Average to 


be about Hydrometer Proof, or One in Ten under. 


Do you know at what Calculation of Duty on the Gallon of Spirits the 
Licence Tax of L. 54 bo Gallon on the, Capacity of the Stills in the 
Lowlands was impoſcd JJ gb Wo BOT Lon TT 
I! do not; but I remember well, that when the Licence Duty was made 
£+9 per Gallon in 1793, it was then ſuppoſed that the Duty on Spirits, k Hy- 
drometer Proof, would be at leaſt 6d. or 8 d. per Gallon. — Where | ſpoke 


of 4d. per Gallon, I ground my Calculation on a Fact, that the Diſtillery 


where that Rate of Duty only is paid, is in its moſt improved State as to 
the Size and Shape of Stills, the Goodneſs of Utenſils, and other Apparatus, 
the Number and Skill of Servants ; by all which Means a Still can be, and 
actually has been Ow and worked off Ninety-cight Times within 
2» Hours—The Stills ſo uſed amounted together to 250 or 253 


| Can you ſpecify where ſuch a Still was worked, ſo as to produce Ninety- 


eight Times in Twenty-four Hours; and upon whoſe Authority do you 
7777) rnd Tee OE , "6p Joo 


There were Three Stills worked at Cannon Mills, near Edinburgh, in 
the Manner deſcribed, and my Information has proceeded from Perſons that 
had actual Knowledge of the Circumſtance—T hat other Diſtillers, not hav- 
ing the ſame Advantages for working in the ſame quick Manner, the Rate 
of Duty per Gallon is 89, at ſome 15, and perhaps at others who are moſt 
behind it may be till higher. I do not underſtand that the Spirits pro- 
duced at thoic Stills were of an inferior Quality, or fold under the Average 


Id 


* Quantity of Waſh were the Stills you have mentioned charged 5 
I have not ſo minute a Knowledge of that Fact as to ſpeak to it pre- 
ciſely, but I underſtood that the Stills were charged to ul ant * 
Content My Calculation proceeded upon the Data which were given to me 
as true, that 160 Quarters of Grain were daily uſed at this Diftilery— 


from each Quarter of ſuch Grain, conſiſting of Malt and raw Grain, Fifteen 
TY FFF 


0 CO TC . DI $TIL LER v. 4 ab, NIA. 


Gallons of Spirits One in Ten under Pidoſiinere produced; Lich) mühe . 


Twenty- four ere or 2,400 Gallons of Spirits within the Twenty 
four Hours—In diſtilling theſe Spirits Three licenſed Stills were uſed, whoſe 
total Contents eee to 250 or 253 Gallons ; I think the Calculation 
was taken at 25 05 * that the actual eee, of the Stills s 23 5. 


Ne the Caſe, u on ck you doe your Calculation of ; 4 9 5 per Gallon, 


en ſince "ay horizontal Pipes and other * A ne wy been - 


ibited by the Board of Exciſe? 


I do not know what Pipes or other A arndt were uſed. at that 5 
Time in theſe Stills; but I have a Drawing of One of them, which will ex- _ 


hibit their Shape and Conſtruction, the other Two being, as I am informed, 
ſimilar to that One; and the Cafe OEM 1 e che . 1 
e . : 


| | Whendhl cher Prohibition ke place? . 


l che Diſtlter, who ofe Grain of an infeiior G for SLA? ha | 


pays 2 lower Price, produce Waſh of nearly the ſame Strength with the 


Diſtiller who uſes the beſt Grain, hy adding ſuch a Quantity of inferior 


Grain as may render the Weight of both che ſame when put into the 

Maſh Tun, and at the ſame Expence ? 

[ have not ſufficienc Knowledge of the Produce fi 
Qualities of Grain to be able to anſwer that n 


0 


8 83 
1 ; , 
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Can you "2H the Average Pics, of Coal in the Lowland a 5 


doe gs Diſtricts ? 


J cannot, having no Knowledge of the been, other than what ji is 


contained i in the Papers referred to the WW 


pen Ein _ Counties . 


ls not the Carriage and Price of daf me en 


5 Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, Peebles, Selkirk, Roxburgh, and 


Berwick, which are Lowland Countien; er in moſt Parts of the Thgh- 
lands? 25 

Abo nelafcamation as Knowlelge of the Price of con or r Expence 
of Carriage in the different Places mentioned. 


. FE} "Is © 


Are not Servants Wages, employed by the Highland Difillr much = 


lower than in the Lowland Diſtrict; and can you ſtate the Difference? 


All my Knowledge as to this Point is derived meim, Banane con- 


rained i in the Papers referred to the' Commireee, . 


Ad. Ln 4 


: 0 ' Whether the beben PUR DR 1 to > the Reſtric- 


75 E 0 tions impoſed on them, reſpecting the Quantity of Grain to be con- 
1 ſumed, and the Quantity of Spirits to be produced ; and whether 
it has been in the Power of the Revenue Officers ro enforce theſe Pp 


” *" Netrieons 9 5 £47 
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who are authorized to take an Account of the Grain conſumed and the 
Spirits diftilled, ta grant Permits of the ſame within the Highland Line, 
and to charge an additional Duty for any Quantities: of Grain conſumed, | 
or Spirits produced, beyond the Quantity allowed by Law ? 3355 
Io each of thele Particulars 1 anſwer in the Affirmati ve. 
Has it been in the Power of the Exciſe Officers to attend regularly te 
theſe Limitations? and can you give any Inftance of à Surplus Quantity of 
Malt, or a Surplus Quanti:y of” Spirits being charged to the Duty? _ 
The Officers of Exciſe are ſtrictly e to attend to theſe Regu- 
lations being complied with, and l vnderſtand they have done what is in 
their Power to enforce them; but I have Reaſon to believe, without Succeſs 
in many Places, owing to the Wideneſs of the Diviſion and remote Situa- 
tion of the Diſtiller, which gives bim an Opportunity of working without 
. the Knowledge of the Officer. —1 do not know of any Inſtance wliere an 
5 Additional Duty has been charged upon the Surplus Quantity of Spirits, 
bes auſe the Diſtillers have always contrived not to draw more Permits than 
for the legal Quantity, but there have been ſeveral Inſtances of the additional 
Doty being charged upon the Surplus Quantity of Malt, though I rather 
believe the Tow! Amount of ſuch Surcharges has not been conſiderable. © 
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| ____ ++ ;FOURTH HEAD OF ENQUIRY. © AHA . 


=_ „ Whether Diſtilling on Sundays ſhould be diſcontinued ?? ? 


_ Has not Diſtilling on Sunday been generally complained of by the Ma- ; 
giſtrates of Towns, the landed Proprietors,” the Body of the People, and 
the Clergy of Scotland? 5 ? 55 
Diſtilling on Sunday, by which I mean, the charging and working off 
their Sulls, was unknown in Scotland until the Diſtillers began to work 
gaioſt Time, and even till of late Years. —It has been generally com- 
po of by the Clergy in whoſe Pariſhes it has taken Place; by the 
Magiſtrates, ſome of whom have attempted to check it without Effect, 
_ s conſidered by the People in general as an immoral and indecent 
Practice. 1 Fs __ 
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Is not this Practice confined to a few Diſtilleis ? 
I believe it is far from being general; but I can't ſay how many Diſtil- 


Z £ I 
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There appearing in a Copy of the Proceedings of a Meeting of the Low- 
Jand entered Diſtillers, held at the Royal "= e Coffee 3 
—_— gth Avguſt 1797, now produced to this Committee, at the 
End thereof, the Words, * The Meeting recommend that a Clauſe be pur 

_* into. the next Diſtillery Bill, to prevent working on Sundays,” which 

| Words are not in the Copy of the ſaid Proceedings referred by the Houſe 
to this Committee, can you explain the Reaſon of that Circumſtance ? 

N It muſt have roceeded from thoſe Words not being contained in the 
Copy ſent to the Commillioners of Exciſe by that Meeting, of which an 
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Have not Proſecutions been inſtituted againſt Diſtillers for working yu 
Sunday? j rpg for PREP „ Tn 

There has been no Proſecution inſtituted againſt a Diftiller for ſo 
doing by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, becauſe there is no Penalty in any 
'Exciſe Law but I know there has been a Proſecution, inſtituted before the 
Sheriff of Edinburgh againſt the Diſtillers in that Nei ghbourhood, for 


doing ſo, as as contrary to the Common Law of Scotland, (which 1 believe is 
Pac 1 de THe NT PISS MES 


1 


Do you know. the Price at whi, 1.Spir fits ſnuggled fr om, Abroad are. at 
By the Jateſt Fonds of the Price of | muggle Spiri its in the Eaſtern 
and Nartheri Parts of Scotland, the Price of an Anker of Geneva, con- 
taining near Ten Gallons, about One in Six under Hydrometer Proof, is 
about L. 2 or 2 2. 2 5. per Anker, and I have been eredi ly informed, that 
the preſent Price ſuch Spirits Abroad is ſo low as 15 5. Or 20 4. per 
Has the Smuggling of Spirits from Abroad increaſed 8 within the laſt 

3 ear? 5 I ae 2 ON 
The War did certainly occalion a Decreaſe in the Extent of Smuggling 
from · Abroad, but my Information leads me to believe that Swogglig of 
Spirits has increaſed ſince the Beginning of lalt M 
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| WHEN Diſtillers are al to th 1100 Tice 1 are not — 
jecled to the Inſpection of the Exciſe Officer during the Operation, - how 
quickly can they throw off their Spirits? 
II beg Leave to ſtate to the Committee, that i in the 3 1 5 to 
one of x Queſtions on Friday, I mentioned, that the Stills, at one Diſtil- 


: lery in the Lowlands, had been charged and diſcharged completely Ninety- | 


= 9 = — N 
rere eee ee 
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_ eight Times in T wenty-four Hours; but upon Recollection, and looking 
- Memorandums, I find that the Fact was Ninety-ſix Times N 
g Forty- eight Times Om each * the . Sos E 36s 


e repeated, © 
The Number 97 1 Times amm is FE: «quick roc of 


Diſtillation that I am e with. 


| Have you Reaſon to believe, that in the Dittltery e to which you valle, 
illegal Heads, or other Practices, were made Uſe of? . 
I have no Reaſon to believe that at the Diſtillery, and during the 
Time | oi to, any legal Practices were uſed. 5 


4 ine gal Heads and other illegal PraQtices were wake Uſe 4 uch as 
ng ' Waſh, &c. would not the Diſtillers be enabled to throw off 
pirits in the ſame Time, than even | the _ which "= have 
a 3 

4 they certainly would, 


\ Could you mention the Proportion i in which 1 5 would be nb to 
' I cannot ſpeak to that Proportion ine than if the Waſh i is heated 
bdeſore put into the Still, in Place of being heated in the Still, as the Law 
_ preſumes and pms the Proceſs of Diſtillation muſt be very . 
ably accelerated. 1 | 


Do you know 45 above practices rake Plac 
8 ace in 1 any . the Dil. : 
DE now officiall that many Diſtilteries | in the Lowlands, and ng 
the Highlands, have b diſcovered in the Courſe of laſt Year, i in we 

3 Veſſels, other than the Stills, for heating their Waſh, and that ſeveral of 
mem are now under ee in the hege for the Oy incurred | 
dy that Offecce, 


Were the baue 1 were e diſcovered making Uk of theſe illegal 


yu Practices Payer 
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Stills and atten 


Prssdides inthe. Highland Dirie, in E Highland Dine ot. 
Iotermecliate Diſtrick, or in both? e 5 FOX of 
 « 1 122 the Diſtillers ſo diſcovered. were 1 "A Time in + 


$ ww 


"How! 1 were 0 from ws Line of Demarcatin eke the iner. 
mediate and Lowland Diftri&? ? 


Not very ſar from the Line, but be fate he Tn reciſely, 
otherwiſe, than; 1 e were in or about Donkeld, and in higher 
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tk * the Mode hich 7 el in 1 the Diftiltery "hich, you alder! to, ; 


«what Quantity of Spirits could be ditt led by. a Forty Gallon Sill! 11 A 
Tear f. 


„The Lowlant Diftilery 5 ded: to encore? from. ons 2 50; Gat 
lads Content of Stills, 2400 Gallons. of Spirits, One in Ten under Hydro- 
meter Proof, each Day; and by the fame Calculation. 1 ſhould: ſuppoſe” a 

Forty Gallon Still would. produce about. 420 Gallons of Fey each 
Day; in the Year the eee would be 365 Times 400 Gallons pro- 
vided they worked every Day, Sundays not excepted, and did not take 

"Thirteen ſpare Days in the Tear, or any of theſe Days for cleaning or 


;repairing their Stills; if they worked only 399 Days the Reſulr would be 5 
«certain e ge v i 1255 . e 
92 Do o they not c work 0 on ade in eren Dilillrie in Sen ad! - 

4 5 $160 ; 775 1 2 5 3 1 | 1 1 4 „%  IHSSS BAL Ie Tha; 5 
Rap Trop 4 Diſt auer W n a, "nd Day. _ Ni he, "i 


many Days, at 1 ir may be — in the Tear ſor repairing his 
. ing to. ae Circumſiances -whigh. wicht Anterropt his 
Work? | 


It has bees Sinfſdered s as rh fans Conftrution of the Acts of * 
| Jiament, regulating the Diſtillery of Spirits for Exportation. from England 
to Scotland, and from Scotland to England; that Thirteen Days in the 


Year; for One Day | in 2880 Lunar e is e was ſufficient we, 
_ theſe roars 5 
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eee et uten r ne 


Do you elle © or Sale. you "bane: 1 FINE in pt; © 3 the. 
Licence Duty of 305, per Gallon was laid om the Lowland Stills, what 
Duty it was underſiood v was to be 125 to Government from each Gallon | 
of Spirits? 

I had no eee to know; „at thi Time of ollding ihe Difiillery A in 
- 1786, what was the Calculation of the Rate of Dry per Gallon on he. 


+ 


Spirits when the licenſed Duty was fixed. at C. 1. 105.”per Gallon of the 


Still's Content; but it . to me by that Act, which impoſed an equaliz- 


ing Duty of 25. lon on Spirits made in Scotland and ſent to England, 
that the Exceſs e. the 25. was the Rate of Duty per Gallon on the — 
ſo as it was intended to make it equal to the Engliſh Duty, which then 
ſtood at 64. per Gallon of che Waſh, and 100 Gallons of Waſh, vere I, 
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15 score f DISTILLE ur- Apres, N 1 ay 1 
| Spirics, which it was ſuppoſed ſhould be paid to Governme 


Spirits was it e would N be ee in . 2 a Laws 


Gallon mad! FFV 


What is the Proportion of that Quindity of 5x eli to the Quantity. | 
which it has been diſcovered can be diſtilled now: by a too Þ ae Still | 


ina Tear? 
I have formerly ſtated that a Forty Gallon Still, workin wich e ; 


moſt poſſible Diſpatch, might produce about 400 Gallons © Spirits in the 
Day, which is 120,000 in 300 Days, according to which Calculation the 
Proportion will be as One to 2 or in 13 1 . 1 e * as 


One to Fifty-eight 1 
Do you ſuppoſe i it im Ne that 8 8 Men are ane to 


work againſt Time, ing when it is conſequently their Intereſt to produce 
as much Spirits as poſſible from each Gallon of a Still, that they may carry 
their Improvement "til farther, and diſtil more Spire! 5 a "given Time 


8790, 0n hex da now! 5 
udging of the future by the Experience 5 the laſt Furie Years, 


'1 think it is probable they may, as 1 do not ſuppoſe that the Art of na 
 dillation has even yer been brought to its higheſt irch of ke meme awd 


| Takiog it for granted that a fair Revenue ſhould be paid i to Doonan: a 
from Diſtilleries, if the Duty ſhall be ſo p toned as not to make 
Spirits too cheap, and at the ſame Time = o high in their Price as to 
L Save Sage ine of Foreign babes he from unlicenſed Stills at 

ome, what would a to u to about ny to be id 
from 2 Gallon of Sole? 2 Tt » 50 

I am not competent to anſwer that Queſtion at . as it would re- 
. conſiderable Attention ma genen. ; 
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e e Mr, JAMES MILLAR, EE 5, es, 
ef l t Diller, at Keane near MP: ; 8 8 = 8 


ce eee 


vo 5 know Inſtance 60 8 itits hayin 3 : 
Highland i into _— Diſtrict ng fi from . 
I know ſeveral Inſtances of the Ofkicers fe et 8 oleſts wihio 


- theſe T'wo Yearz—One i in — a Peace Officer in Stirling, while _ 
ha 


. 


t when the 
Licence Duty on a Forty Gallon Still was . 60, how many Gallone _- 
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he was afliſting . — 'OfScers; was nearly. Ah and C One of che 1 
Smugglers was convicted of ae nen ayes of eee 285 „ 5 


FF 2 Ty 
5 „ TY . : 4 on: FE 5 on 1 3 : k 


"he Fen: 1 . 
x £7 4 1 


Do you know that the Hlightand Diſtillers : are in \ the Practice of pur- 
chafing Grain and Malt in the Lowlands; and can you give any Inftance? 
I can mention the Names of ſeveral of the Perſons who have fold: 
_ Grain to Diſtillers reſiding in the Highlands. Mr. William Glaſs, Mer- 
chant, of Stirling ; Mr. Ch ryſtole, of Saint Thomas Well; Mr, William 
Edmond, Coney Hill ; — John Kirkwood, of Orchard, near ee | 
who * Seng me TO they had ſold fuch Malt or Grain, WR 


V 2 . 0 


"is you kb thi the Grain in 1 00 Highland Dia is woch \ inferior ” 
to that produced in the Lowland Diſtrict? Be 
lu uſe in my own Diſtillery almoſt every Year conſiderable | A ag | 


ties of Grain of the Growth of the intermediate Diſtrict, and I find the 
Quality in moſt Inſtances to be . to the Growth of my own im- 


mediate ü 


"When" you work off EN 5 5 Qualiey, « can you: 3 as 
great a Quantity of Spirits from your Still in a given Time, as when you | 


york. off the beſt Quality of Grain ?. 
When the Price is equal to the intrinſic Value of the Grain) it mikes 


y little Difference whether we diſtil from the ah or inferior Grain; 50 


"ple, 8 7 „ 
Seren chat will 12 1 Ten Gallons of 9 — Glaſs Proof which is „ 


G and Quay of Waſh. 3 8 


Can Ten Gallons of Spirits of PAY 90010 Fl BEN Jing Sand hs — 
obtained at the ſame, or a greater Expence, from the beſt Grain, and from 
inferior Grain, taking into your Conſideration the Circumſtances of the 
Colt of the Grain, the Expence and Time attending the manufacturing in „ 
all 8 e and on the other Haus ae Value of way Grains and other 
Kefuſe ” . 1 

As far as an Kein Cafcvlaridn' can' be made it is v/cxnthly the ime _ „ 
Thing; but as the proportional Prices between the different Sorts of Grain 
vary, it is ſometimes more advantageous. for the Fs 2 ID. LT ” 
© inferior Grain, and at other Times 2 7 1 n ei e e | 


4 


9 you in Pour lat Avſmer rke into your View 05 e Dar on a Mate? - 
I dd. „„ 9 „„ 


0 dt Nuthbel Gallons os? your nets maya we | 
Eighty-one Gallons in Stills, One of F . and the other N 


3 two Gallons, including the Heads. 


. How many Bolls * Graio do you ade in Tech er Robe? „„ 
It varies conſiderably according to Circumſtances, ſuch as Re „ 
1 the Furnaces, &c. but at an A #bout 105 Bolls i in Six * 

1 do not work on N 2 | * 
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3 at Quagiity: of Wash do you charge ouſt Still of Viſcyemine' 
Gallons, in order to work it off in the moſt advantageous Manner? 
- The Quantity which I conceive to be moſt advantageous for working. 
is ſomewhat than T wo T hirds of the. e ea. 


Ho ends you cha 100 diſcharge your Still in that moſt adran- 
tägedus Manner in 24 Hours? 


At an 1 = 952755 N Times allowing f for accident) 
e 5 5 


What Quantity of Spins 5 you . 40 100 \ Gallons of Wath, 
r of what Strength ? 


At an Average about Ten we lag Proof. 


- 
1 af wn 
R Eo SHES OL ARS 
8 15 SY 
# 1 5 ; 5 ; - 


. 


. What do y . the Duty on a Gallon of 0 hs along oh 
About _ 6d. per Gallon, Glaſs Proof, which noc to s 24. 
per Gallon, 10 per Cent. over Hydrometer Proof. e 8 


In your Anſwers to the foregoing Queſtions, d did. you oppoſe. D Didi 
—_ to be-entirely from malted Grain? 
„„ From mafted Gris. 


In point of Fact, upon the PIR of the different Sorts = (106.8 
Ale you employ in your Manufacture, how many Gallons of Glaſs Proof 


P 
9 25 you obrain f om n che _—_ 19288 ab. IE e naked? 10 
Aboat Ten. Ga „„ 


2 


_— . What Quantity of Splits will be. AT from Half a Boll of Mat 
—_ , "nd Half a Boll of Raw Grain, of the Average Quality above ſpecified ? 
JV More than from Malt alone b e ne Hang 3 a is e 
ene Salden of the ſame Proof. 


C ” N . 7 ; 244-2 
| : ; y * 5 HA + 2 8 + 4 iT; 4 $ £ FA 


- What are a neden Prices: X the» Tame Olay: a 8 0 of the 
"dai — produced from alt alone, from a ire of equal Quen- 
tity of Malt and Raw Grain? 

The common Price of 8 10 Glaſs 8 25-produced from Matt 
alone, on an Average for the laſt Six Months, has 15 about 45. 3d. 
wholeſale, and 45. Te in ſmaller Quantities, to Public Houſes; and of 
Spirits of the ſame Strength, produced from an equal Quantity of Malt 
and Raw Grain, about 3s. 8 d. wholeſale ; but to this 1 only ſpeak from 


Information, not ni oye. 1 of . n of Malt __ - a 
. Grain for ſome Time. „„ 


What do you ſtate to be * Number of Days in he Yew | yob | are * 
vented from working, by Regan of Stills, and other accidental Rom 


es? 
About every Twelfth Hour on an Average excluſive of "Sunday. | 


— 
33 —— 


conſider it any Diſadvantage i in carrying on your 0 rations not 
„ 5 _ Sunday, except the Loſs in point of Time © ne 255 
n 
„„ ³ Ws «ob god sua and gon an Hour on he 132 
oy „ 


1 ; | 45 


F 
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Do you know that many of the Highland Stills are conſtruRted on. the 
fame i improved Principles as thoſe in the Lowlands ? 

ED hop that the. Copper Smith who makes my Apparatus ll. 
makes many of theirs, and I have ſeen om n for them on 
ſuch im 8 Conſtruction. 


rn you ſtate the Price of Coal i in x the Highland and Lowland L Dif. 
wic | 
I take my Coal from Authe6bouid an Batinock Burn Collieries, and © 
1 8 till 0. for Three Loads, making Ten Cut. 15. 64. they have 
been raiſed lately to 2s. the Three Load, and the Carriage colts me about 
14. per Load. The Expence of Carriage of Coals from theſe Collieries to 
Callendar and Monteith would coſt 5s. for 10 Ct. and there are few 
Stills to the Weſtward of that in the Intermediate Diſtrict, which are farther 
from the Coals than Callendar, unleſs there are any to 'the Weſtward of 
of Loch Lomond, concerning which I have no Information; if there” are 
any they would be ſupplied from other Collieries by Sea. „ 


What Quantity of thoſe Coals, at an Average, do you conſume in al 


log a given vantity of Spirits? 
I can't anſwer that Queſtion dint, as the 'Coals are e uſed in ail. 


5 TE and other Purpoles, „ 


In ok Di of a Still on the old 3 Highland: ConſtruRon, 4 a Still o on 
the improved'Lowland 'Plan, each Still containing Forty Gallons, includ- 
Ing the Head, what would be the Produce of Sein rom eat m_—— 
tively 1 in Twenty-four Hours? 

If they are confined in the Poſtivn of the Horn or Pipe to ad Angle 
-of ue fx tg Degrees, there will be very litele e 1 3 3 
duce the Highland Still and the other. 55 ; 


nas, Tay each Still to be aides an horizontal Fipe or | Flom, whas 
no then be the expected Preduce of each? 


The Produce 3 be 1 more tom the Lowland seil, if al- 
| Jowed An horizontal Zoe. I 
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WIEN Diſtillers are allowed to work againſt Time, how quickly 
/ ( y oo, 
Ai far as I can judge I do as much as any of my near Neighbours 
whom I am acquainted with, . „ / 
Explain to the Committee in what Manner the Uſe of an horizontal 
Pipe operates in producing a Fence? Quantity of Spirits in the ſame Time, 
than One forming an Angle of Forty- five Degrees with the Head ? — 

. [Refers to a Drawing.] It operates (when uſed with a Check) 
as Part of the Head, and as far as my Knowledge goes on the Sub- 
jet, it may forward the Operation of Diſtillation about One Third. 

El have had the practical Knowledge of Diſtillation, for about Four- 
teen or Fiſteen Years,—I conceive a Horn or Pipe of Forty-five 
Degrees, deſcending at lraſt Two Cn from the Angle, the Diameter 

= of the upright Pipe not exceeding Two Feet, or if that ſhould ex- 

A Ceed Two Feet, then the Horn (at the ſame Angle) deſcending at. 

| - leaſt One full Diameter of ſuch upright Pipe) would effectually prevent 

—_— — LL. any illegal Advantage being derived to the Diſtiller from any Form or 

= Size of the Continuation of the Horn, provided there is no other Com- 

- 8 between it and the Still, except that at the Angle of Forty- five 


* e , r 
8 bes EY 


JJ... VVV (( ĩ rage "þ 4 
_ Would it not be eaſy for Diſtillers to invent and uſe ſuch Communica- 
tions from ſuch Continuation of the Horn or Pipe to the Still, as to give 
them the Power” of diſtilling a much larger Quantity of Spirits than they 
could do without the Advantage of ſuch Communications?  __ 
It would not be caſy for them to form and uſe ſuch Communication, 

s a Copper Smith muſt be employed, and ic muſt be known to all the 


9 


Servants who are employed in working the Stills. 


Suppoling that the Copper Smith and the Servants were to keep the 
Secret, would it be very difficult to fall upon Inventions which might con- 
_ = Practice very frequently from the Diſcovery of the Officers of 
xciſe „„ 7755 
It would be very difficult, if not impoſſible, to conceal it from them, 
as they frequently pull down all the Brick Work about Stills, and if ſuch 
Communications exiſted, it would be inſtantly diſcovered, and I think if a 
proper Penalty was enacted againſt ſuch Communications, it would ſeldom 
or never be attempted. Te „ PEROT Ie 


Have not ſuch Concealments taken Place wi 1 5 . 
eg Len n n Place without W 840 for a con- : 
I have no Doubt that before the Officers of the Revenue underſtood 


* 
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ure of En nee n mop: . been concealed for fame . 1 


| How en 3 it be e for the Excite > ge to vt a Dini. 1 
lery to prevent ſuch Practices, and others contrary to Law? FE 
I ſhould think Once in-every Two or Three Days, but 1 — — 
any accurate Opinion on that Point. At preſent moſt Diſtillers, I believe, 
are ſurveyed every Day; my own lying at a greater Diſtance than many 
other Diſtilleries from the Reſidence of the Officer * ne the e 
is nt dene every 4.99 or Three Das Tb, 


hr there none of he Patterns of legal Stills 3 in the Book of L Dries 
reduced to this Committee, and ſhewn to you, from which you think a 
greater Quantity of Spirits could be diſtilled. in T <p famine Hours, than 
what you mentioned as the Reſult of your own Practice? 

1 think there are none which could be wrought to any e De- | 
gree of Advantage over thoſe which I now uſe, and with Reference to 
which I gave my Evidence Yeſterday ; but thoſe I now uſe are not ac- 

_ cording to any of the Drawings deſcribed in that Book as my Stills; thoſe _ 
of mine, from which thoſe Drawings were made, having been deſtroyed by 
Fire, I have had others conſtructed of a more advantageous kind; by my 
former Stills 1 loſt in the Courſe of Two Months Morking more than 
L. 500, on Account of the defective Conſtruction 4 them in being too 
far but that Loſs was incurred after the Uſe on ho IZOncal rnd 37s bad vern 
r by the at . ge mer a. 


Were the Whole of the Stills deſtroyed by: the Fi Ire, e or r only u the Bodies of : 


chew 3 
5 be Stills were ſo effectualy deſtroyed by the Fi ire, as to be per 15 
incapable of being , C651! 8 | 


" Stats to the Committee the SOS Parts . your diſtilling A mY 
in which you made Alterations, aud what Parts vou left the fame as 


before ? 5 
Ihe Bodies of both Stills, meaſuring from the Mouth, were ah ; 


conſiderably deeper, and the upright Pipe was made conſiderably wider 
than before, and the deſcending Pipe alſo a little wider than before, > 


By the former Conſtruction of your Stills, how many Gallons did the 


Still and Head contain ? 
Exaftly, the ſame as my preſent Still, Fifry-nine Gallons, 4 


. you ever diſtil Male alone, without. the Addicion of Raw Grin? . - 
1 ſeldom a apy Thing bor %%% 4 tes bo St 


2 the Smugeling from 6250 e Didrict! into the Lowland: N. 
trict carried on from Stills which are circumſcribed in fact to the 500 . 
Bolls of Malt allowed by Law in that Diſtrict, or is it carried on fron 
Diſtilleries where, contrary to Law, 1 — en Ti ine; in "oY a 


Manner? 
I cannot anſwer that Welton. ad wo 


. 


111 
11 
1 
= 
1. 9 
| | 
fol 
44A 
' 

; 
1 

f 


t $COTCH DISTILLERY:—Appendix, 


Bolls, what Duty per Gallon muſt they neceſſarily pay ? 


$34 
*of 
tel 
: { 


worked with any Advantage, 


* 
* 


NA 


I the Diftillers in the Intermediate Diſtrick are really confined to g 
by any Body. 


- * 


That is a Matter of Calculation which may be made 


What is the moſt diſtant Diſtillery from the Line between the Lowland 


and Intermediate Diſtrict, from which you ever heard of Smuggling being 


carried on into the Lowland Diſtrict ?o 


1 have heard of Smuggling into the Lowlands, from as far up the 


8 Highlands as Killin, in Perthſhire ; but 1 ſhould wiſh to ſtate the following 
Inſtance of a particular Mode of Smuggling into the Lowlands from Cal- 


lendar, ſituate on the Line dividing the Interior from the Highland Diſ- 


trict. A Perſon who is a Dealer of Spirits in Stirling comes to a Diſ- 


tiller in that Part of the Lowland Diſtri&t, purchaſes, ſuppoſe Two Pun- 


cheons of Spirits, and obtains from him a Certificate, which would enable 


him to carry thoſe Spirits to an entered Stock at Callendar as Lowland 
Spirits; but inſtead of ſo doing, he leaves thoſe Spirits in his Stock at Stir- 


ling, which is in the direct Road to Calendar, carrying the Certificate on 


to Callendar, and covering with that Certificate Two Puncheons of his 
Highland Spirits there, which thereby paſs for Lowland Spirits, and be- 


dome entitled to obtain a Permit from the Exciſe Officer to be carried to 


any Part of Scotland. A Quantity of Highland Spirits thus covered were 
in ſact ſeized/in Stirling, which had been brought from the Highlands, pro- 
ſecuted before the Juſtices, defended by a Perſon in the Situation I have 
mentioned, removed before the Court of Exchequer at Edinburgh, and 
there condemned. The Way in which the Diſcovery of this Fraud can be con- 


ceealed from the Officer who ſurveys the Dealer's Stock in Stirling, is this. 


After the Officer ſurveys his Stock, and before his next Viſit, the Dealer 
may have retailed, or pretended to have retailed, a Quantity of Spirits out 


ol his Stock, equal to Two Puncheons above alluded to. 


What is the Content of the Body of your Waſh Still, and the Head 


reſpectivelyx ? 


I think, as far 26 1 recollect, the Head of my Waſh Still is about 


Twenty⸗ſeven Gallons, and the Body Thirty-two Gallons, When 1 ſaid 
Yeſterday, the beſt Charge of * Still of Fil 
c 


-nine Gallons was ſomewhat 
leſs than Two Thirds of the Contents, I mean the whole entered Con- 


N uſually charge in that Proportion FE. 
Tes, according to the general Courſe of my Buſineſs, 


3 
3 
f 


What is the greateſt Charge with which your Still will work? 
I a Still was to be g more than Two Thirds it could not be 
c | auſe, if it is made fuller, the Waſh or a 
Mixture of Waſh will run over with the Spirits till it is reduced to that 
2 8 even 2 it, for wn Wo begins to run over, the Head 
in a Degree as a Sy 10 that ſometimes the whole nts wi 
run over in the Shape of W aß. eee 05 


Contents of the Body of the Still and the Head ? as In _ 


7 That of the Head to be ſomewhat more than One Third, 


"> p | 1 ft ae aa N : « 9 4 
5 r e os 8 ; 9 1 : - . 8 D 
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e not that differ from the Proportion betneea dhe Bod 
: Not greatly 5 very great Nicety | is not material, . Ls . 


1 the Body and Head of your Still were „ in the hw. 


. 9888 approved Manner, would not that Circumſtance enable you t(o 
diſtil more Spirits in a IO Time than what you mentioned e 5 
day ? 

” £ A nicer Adjuſtment of thoſe Proportions than boos chere 5 
in my Stills would make no material Difference. Fa 


In rockin Malt from Ni As Gralis. 5 you find tha: Fog W «Mak 1 
begins to ſpring, or come, or malt, as equally as in the beſt Quality ? 
There never was any conſiderable Quantity of Grain of any Deno- 

mination, even the very beſt, that ever would be ſuppoſed to come or ſpring 
all alike, becauſe there is as much Variation as there are Grains; but it 


is certainly underſtood that freſh and wholeſome Barley, whether of a : 


Mate Body or Siber, malts much the moſt . over the whole 
M 


15 i neceſſary that that Grain, i in 80 to its „ . ſhould 5 
be thoroughly ripe; and does the Grain of the een malt as well 
and equally as that of the Lowlands? _ 

Although not half ripe it will come — Grain not ripe may be a lietle 


0 f 


longer in coming if there is in a Maſs of Grain Part thoroughly ripe and _ 5 
Part not, which is always the Caſe, but in very different Degrees, the 


' whole Maſs will not come equally ſoon—it is Part of the Art ot Malting 
to keep the Whole back by A e till thy. | Whole is as © 1 
5 malted as will admit of. = 


en T wo n Quanticien 0 Dela 1 50 to 7 — cis. ripe, and 
One Half only of the other to be ripe, which would you prefer, and in 
what Degree, for the Purpoſe of malting? 


I ſhould ſuppoſe they would malt equally well; the malting 3 5 


depends in the Degree of Freſhneſs and Wholeſomeneſs of the Grain 


and not in its Ripeneſs; but the ſame Quantity of ripe Grain will pro- 5 


duce a greater Quantity of equally ſtrong Wort, Waſh, and ps: an 
5 Fart of 1 it were not bh ane is more ane in ew" reſpeR. Fd 


What do you mean by he Freſhneſs wid Wholeſomieneſs * the Gia; 1 
and does not the Grain produced in the Highlands of Scotland in general 
poſſeſs thoſe Qualities in an inferior e to that A in e 

Lowlands? | 
1 mean by freſh and wholeſome Grain, ſuch Gais as is not in- | 
jured or ſpoiled, either in the Fields, Stacks, Barns, or Granaries, and 
when it is not too long ke 7 pf after being threſned. The Grain produced 
in the Highlands is not inferior in bag 2 HK e to mw SO ns 55 
as far as my Experience 8 To 


Does a Boll of Barley 1 in Meaſure more as a Boll of Malt 7 


Ee dee ; 3 T0e oe a ne of 


·0 Te. per 2 5 at this 9 on iy n of the l Res 


, 
x 


chan Boll of the Barley from which it was made. 


What is the Difference b 
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between the Price of à Boll of Barley, and the 


Malt produced from it? V %% hi te 
If well made, a Boll of Malt will ſell for between 3s. and 4. more 


About 3. and 64, but the Officers of Exciſe will ſtate this more 


ently, | 


Proof, 


5 What is the Expence of the Manuſacture of Spirits per Gallon in your 
- Buſineſs, including Wages, Coal, and other Expences, excluſive of the 


Grain and Duty? e „„ 
In my Diftillery about 9d. or 104. per Gallon of Spirits, Glaſs 


15 What do you compute the Duty on each Gallon of Spirits of the ſame 


Strength to be in your Buſineſs? 
From 1. 64, to 15,84, 


I eſt Scotland) per Boll. 


| What is the current Price of the Spirits ſold at your Diſtillery during 
the ſame Time ? Te 3 „„ HE, 


8 


Wust do you compute to be the Price of a Boll of good Malt within 
og Pers Yo rg rm nn 
The Price of Malt has been from 104, to 204. (for ſome Time before 


. 


Have you ever made any Experiment of the Difference in Value be- 


tween Spirits rapidly diſtilled, and Spirits ſlowly diſtilled in the ſame Still, 


and from Materials of the ſame Kind and Value? | 

1 have made Experiments of Stills run in One, Two, or Three 
Days, to @ Still run in Fifteen Minutes, when uſing an horizontal Pipe, 
and the Quality of the Spirits was not injured in the ſmalleſt Degree from 
the Quickneſs of the Diſtillation; 1 found Spirits diſtilled by a quick 


Diſtillation quite as good as when diſtilled by the ſloweſt Operation 


1 have been able to practiſe. This I explain as follows: That 
having fully more than One-Third of an empty Space above the 


_ Goods in the Still, it allows Room for the eſſential Oil to fall to the Bottom, 


and the foul Part of the Waſh is prevented running over the Spirit; there- 
fore the Spirits run over in a State as pure as if the Proceſs was lower, 


Are the Spirits made in that quick Proceſs as wholeſome as when diſtil- 
Tes, much the fame—the Wholeſomeneſs of diſtilled Spirits. debends 
upon other Circumſtances, viz, the Preparation and F eee Bo 6 755 
Waſh, the Maſhing, and the Kinds of Grain, whether uſd malted, or 


raw, whether ſound or damaged. In a prior Period of the Scotch Diſtil- 


lery, | have underſtood that it was a Practice, both among ſome Diſt.llerg 


and Spiele Dealers, to add ſometimes to the Low Wines, and ſometimes 


to the Spirits after Diſtillation, Ingredients compoſed of Vitriol and O11 


of Almonds, or other Materials, for the Purpoſe of producing the Appear- 


Materials are of an unwholeſome Quality. 


ance of greater Strength than what the Spirits really were, and that theſe 


Doe 


R 


r 
E 
e 
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Does this Practice i in ſome Degree continue ſtill? „„ 


No doubt it may; but I believe not to the fk AAAS as 8 


—1 have underſtood that this Mixture produces that Sort of Bubble which 
is conſidered as a Proof of the Spirit being Glaſs Proof; that when firſt 


uſed this Mixture loſt its Effect after a few Weeks; but they cons now 
made an Improvement, by which the ROOT in: more FOR? 


15 Soap ever uied in the Lowlands? © 


It is underſtood, that the Operation cannot = on „ 4 ſmall _ 
Quantity being put into the Goods with Pp 9 has been eh 


- ever Her I have known the Buſineſs. F 
| Withdrew, 57 


Aer til Tueſday; end Day! 
of this 8 55 ET. 


 Martis, 17 die Aprilis, 119893. 


JOHN BONAR, , Efhuires 
Again called i in, and examined. 


TAKING. it for granted, that a fair 3 ſhould be paid to Fylde | 
ment from Diſtilleries, if the Duty ſhall be ſo proportioned as not to make 
Spirits too cheap, and at the ſame Time, not ſo high in their Price as to 
encourage the Smuggling of Foreign Spirits, or from unlicenſed Stills at 
Home, what would appear to you to be about the proper Py to be 904 ä 


for a Gallon of en FL 
] have conſ 


the beſt Information I have been able to collect, 1 


Three to Four Times as much as that ſmuggled into Scotland. The In- 


ference I made from theſe Two Datas is, that a Duty of about 35. per 
| Gallon. on the Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, for Conſumption in that Part of 
the Kingdom, of the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, would 
not 1 the Effect of ns incouraging illicit Diſtillation or Foreign 
Smuggling, or at leaſt to a greater Extent than prevails in England, under 
the preſent Duty on Home-made Spirits; and when the Exciſe Duty on 
Foreign Spirits, legally imported, is the ſame both in England and Scot- 
land, to wit, 7 4. 7.4. per Gallon on Gin and Brandy, . Hydrometer Proof, 
Which is the Caſe at * W in a former Anſwer I * that 

5 the 


* 


„ Re OE: 


dered this Subject, and find that when in "England, the a 
Duty on Home- made Spirits is at 45. 7 d. per Gallon, One in Ten over 

Hydrometer Proof, and the ſame Rate of Duty i is impoſed on ſuch Spirits 
brought from Scotland for Conſumption in England. The Practice of 
illicit Diſtilling does not very much prevail in England. — According to 
have Reaſon to think 
that the Quantity of Spirits ſmuggled from Abroad into England is from 
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£7 
"A 4 
6.4 


© the Price of ſmuggled Gin was from 40 to 42 5. per Anker, I meant to 
| of it as the Price at the Maſt, or on the Beach; but when in the 
Handl of Retailers, who run a great Riſk, they charge a Price conſiderably 7 
In order to raiſe 3 5. per Gallon of Spirits, what ſhould be the Duty on 
each Gallon of the Contents of a Still under the preſent Syſtem of Li- | 
I ſtated formerly, that the moſt improved Proceſs of Diſtillation that 1 
was acquainted with, was when a Still could be, and actually was charged 
and diſcharged every Fifteen Minutes, by Means of which the Duty paid 
on the Gallon of Spirits diſtilled did not amount to above 44. when the 
Licence Duty was C. 54 per Gallon. —lf the ſame improved Method con- 
inves, the proportional Rate of Duty on the Contents of the Still to make 
it 34. per Gallon on the Spirit would be £. 486. „% & 


Do you mean to ſpeak of the firſt Diſtillation into Low Wines, or of the 
Second, from Low Wines into Spirisẽ ? . 
I mean both, according to the Information I have received. At this 
Diſtillery Three Stills were uſed, Two of them for diſtilling the Waſh into 
Lo Wines, and the Third for diſtilling . theſe Low Wines into Spirits, 
and the Operation of charging and diſcharging both the Two Waſh Stills, 
and the Low Wine Still was performed in Fifteen Minutes each. If the 
Diſtiller has a Quantity of Waſh ſufficient to charge both his Waſh Stills, I 
 wnderſtand that both are diſcharged in Fifteen Minutes. If he has no Low 
Wines depending, but muſt put the Low Wines produced from theſe Two 
Stills into his Low Wine Still, it will require Fifteen Minutes more to 
ng them into Spirits; but if he has had a Quantity of Low Wines de- 
pending, ſufficient to charge his Third Low Wine Still, all the Three will 
be charged and diſcharged at the ſame Time and in the ſame Period. I 
have heard from Mr. Adam Whyte, Surveyor of Exciſe, that very lately 
= the ſame Stills, which 1 mentioned before as having been charged and diſ- 
© © _ «<harged in Fifteen Minutes have actually been fo in Five Minutes. 


1 5 


Do not the Stills require to be often renewed or repaired when the 
Diſtillery is carried on with great Rapidity, and does not that occaſion a 
© ' _  <onfſiderable Loſs of Time; if fo, have you made any Allowance for ſuch 
=—_  —- Tube Stills worked ſo very rapidly, I am informed, do very frequently 
fail, and muſt be renewed, but as the Diſtillers have other Jrills of Yi 
tame Size and Conſtruction ready to replace thoſe that are worn out, 1 
do not underſtand that much Interruption is thereby occaſioned to the 
| Work; and in making my Calculation I did not make any Allowance for 


II fuch'® Duty was laid on the Gallon of the Still as would produce 
x Three Shillings to Government on the Gallon of the Spirits, what Ef: do 
27 7 ou it . 8 5 encouraging illicit Diſtillation, or in 
. rowing the whole, or mo e Trade, into the HI. w Porfone 
en pf K 
I have already mentioned, that in England, where the Dut 
per Gallon on Home made Spirits, the illieit Diſtillation does 
Preyail, and 1 cannot think that a Duty equal to 34. per 


not generaily 
Gallon in Scot- 


Wee — # 


d would have 2 contrary, Operation; but I 
that ſo high a Duty on the Contents of the Stills 
amount to 3 4. per Gallon on the Spirits, and that Duty ma 
Advance by Inſtalments, would have the Effect of throwing the T rad 
very much into the Hands of thoſe Manufacturers who are e poſſeſſed 0 
eat C | . 3 1 


* * * 
% 
. 
5 8 
* * 
br I 
; & 
2 
1 


4 
# 
af, 
ley 


471. Farmer and Innkeeper at Blair, in 
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in 5 and examined. I s £42 | 5 fg 2 5 5 5 F s ; . [7 5 1 : 0 „ ; . 225 ft De j 
* %% ͤ ads 1 Re PL „ V Fett 1223 
IN your Coun 
South reckoned equally wholeſome and palatable with good High 
Whiſkey? „ e 


: 1 * F 9 1 
1 6 g FA . os 13 „ „„ V 
* 8 4 1 7 > ONE) VEF 7 $ Fe ö 0s 8 E 1 

i % F: « % 3 * 75 . * 3 1 X 4 « x N „ 4 N * 


2 


What is this Difference ſuppoſed to be owing % 


* 


I ſuppoſe it is owing to their diſtilling quicker than we 
Raw Grain with their Malt. 


c Which of 
producing the ee 0 9912 
I ſuſpect the quick diſtilling to be the chief Cauſe; as to the Raw Grain, 

008 cannot judge of its Effect, as I never diſti 


$604 
hb 


N 4 81 bY * 3 
4 1 ; „ 33 - 8 F WY 82885 0 a ? 8 8 JJ hs WI Ns ge 6 þ 3 j 5 

1 8 31 0 + yp Wh 8 3 . PE Fx 5 $I Fx 1 170 83 5 72 1 8 „ 1 £ 3 * 7 
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the Spirit, as to Wpoleſe 
tillation? 


I never tried it 


WI kth Fx does a. \ ; * =p = 


— * N = 
oa = 
mr wes l 
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+ 7 Dil that Taſte reſemble- that of che South Country Spirits, which 3 you 5 
I add renders them leſs ſaleable in your Part of the Country? 


| Neighbbuydg d 


It reſembled them in being hot and fiery, but had not waz a trong Haut 


Gout which the South Longe, bt 75s Mares e oY 


'On what do you ground your Opinion that the South Country Spirits 


are not ſo wholeſome? 
From the Number of my Cuſtomers, who, having once taſted of i „ 


- preferred afterwards paying double for Foreign Spirits, becauſe it did nor 
2 ee with their Stomachs ; it gave them a great Head Ach if they took the 


my that ey could t of 1 Spirits, without that Effect. 
How long ago is it ſince you firſt perceived theſe Defedt i in the Lov . 


| County Spirits ? 


7 believe i it may be Twelve or Fourteen Years, 


Were theſe Defe&ts as conſiderable when you firſt ire chem. as they 


have been lately? 
In the Year 178 3, when there was a great Scarcity of Grain in Scot- 


land, and before the Licence Duty commenced, no Spirits being diſtilled 
in our Diſtrict, I bought Two Ankers of Spirits which were diſtilled at 
Kilbegie, Part of which remained on my Hands more than Two Years, 
and was only drank by accidental Paſſengers, and it had the Haut Gout 
and fiery Taſte very much. I never have had any for Sale but in the above 


Inſtance. There is a ſmall Public Houſe in my Neighbourhood, where 


they frequently ſell South Country Spirits, and my Knowledge of their 


Tendency to produce Head Aches, &c.. is derived from: Perions in 11 
who have drank them i in that Houſe, „„ 


Do you know whether a Sul, where Peat or Wood i is uſed as Fob « can 
be diſchar ed as often, or ORs oF as much Spirits as a ele can n throw off 


| ates Coal is uſed ? 


' Thould think not, but I « I never n from Coal. 


In what Time can Still be diſcharged where Peat i is . as 7 Fuel? 
My own Still was RP Eg; in from OO. veel A . to 


; Five Hours. 


f 


How . did you ds ene your Still i in a ord, Wo 
I generally in a Week ſingled Eighteen Times and doubled Three 


: Times; [ uſed the ſame Still for . ; my Still was a Forty Gallon Still; the 


Charge was generally from Thirty-one to Thirty-two Gallons, both for ſin- 


pling and doubling. Six Charges in the Singling furniſhed One for the Dou- 


ling; but there are in my Neighbourhood Perſons who have a different 


Practice. My Spirits in general, when the Grain is re vire One 
22 of Water to Two of Spirits to reduce them to Glalt Proof. . . 


* * * 2 
1 per # 


| - How much Malt did you uſe to make a ſingle Charge? 1 

7 | HEE W at on 0 i "x urlets 26 Barley into. Malt, Linlich- 
arley Meaſure, from w Si ha 

85 Charge for * 1 pid of Waſh ny 

How 


* 
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Fon much Spirits did chat yield in general? 

If the Grain is good Fourteen 00 1 his Yar ihe Grain is 
ſo inferior that 1 ſhould not have had above Eleven Gallons. I am almoſt 
ſure of this from the Weight of my own Grain, which is ſome of the 
| beſt. grown in my Part 4 the Country, and it is Two Stone Dutch 
Weight in the Boll leſs than what it was laſt Lear. The Average Weight 
of the Boll in Three Years in my Neighbourhood is from Sixteen to 
Sixteen and a Half Stone Dutch Weight; laſt Year mine was about Seven- 
teen and a Half. Upon the General Average, from the Barley. that 1 
have uſed in Diſtillation in the Courſe of from Ten to Twelye Leafs, the 
Boll of Barley has yielded about Eight Gallons of Spirits reduced as aboye 
deſcribed, or Twelve Gallons of Spirits from the Still from a Maſh of 
Nine Furlets. According to the Account I have given, I uſed Twenty 
ſeven Furlets in the Week, which would have amounted to more than 
the legal Quantity of 250 Bolle in the Year, but I ay 155 in the hot Weg- 5 


ther, and did n not exceed the 1 Cy 


T 


Could you Jules diſtilled : a Split "equilly- cod, with php Tow ukd | to 
ks, by diſcharging your Still oftener than Once in from Four and a 
Half to Five Hours ; and ſhould you have practiſed a quicker Diflillation 
if you had not been limited fy. Law to the Uſe of a certain Quantity of 


55 Gran in the Lear? 


To continue my Still in its e Form, I could not in any tolerable a 
Degree exceed the 1 + haye eh in a W. n the 


rits e qually, ood. a 1 * 5 7 * 4 2 8 "WS: a Os © I. : 1 Ro vel ; 


>) 5 3 4 * L 
4 * 2% . MI, 4 1 8. 216 % 2 + 
. i 3 3 : & we: 2 

1 3 $f N * 15 


Did you e ever gee Ut 975 any Leland TS Fo . 
; 1 have from Barley grown in what is now the Intermediate Diſtrict, 
n biefore it was Profpbinn: by Law 3 Hoc MFR which: en in e 

14 1 

What pet of Spices did you 6k raw fk ſuch Parley ? f 

From the Furlet of Barley, the Quantity produced 0 d very lle 
Goa that Which 1 drew from my own Barley, but it DOES: Ty. Rb ; 
from what I Hough from the higher Parts. . 78 21 


What i is the Quantity of Spirits commonly got 9 Barley e corn in 
1 high Parts of the Country? 5 
I have diſtilled from Gs which has not produced more chan Four 
and a Half Gallons. reduced Spirits from the LE but chat 1 would not 
uſe var from Neceſlity, wilen 1 e get 1 90 other. „ 


hs more profitable to diſt Tock 1 has 1 Grains or 7 the 
Cheapneſs of the inferior Grain dne for the FS, of the Quantity - 

| of Spirits produced from it?: 1 

By the Practice of the Country where I lire, v we are 1 to ple only | 

5 the Grain of our own Diſtrict, and there is very little Difference made ia 5 

the Price of good and W els Grain, as. it is only by Meaſure and not by © 

Weight, and One Boll of Barley ſells for nearly as much as ae how- 


eyer they may differ. in Weight. e i e 
If you was to purchaſe Grain according 0 the i Weis, would ou! pre- 
5 good Barley to that of an inferior Sort? ee Mee b 
e would, 5 , e 


5 A „ 1 go” S 8 „ Vo # 
F 3 PL 1 8 „ es . F 
Set WY e 5 . EEE 
18 1 : . 
; N * - 5 
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the Spie 
e palatable than what are diſtilled from _ e F 


* Equally fo if he Oy 8 Mae? week,” e th = | 


* 


' Do ou male r own Barley? 
Yes,—W 14 5 is in part frolt-bitren, but well got in, and not in- 


Jured by the Rain, or heated in the Stack, it will produce leſs Quarttity, but 
= Spirits equally good ; but if the Barley has been damaged by Rain, or 
ated in the Stack, I have found the Spirit not ſo clear or good, and have 
been obliged to triple it, or return it into the Sul : a T Thin . never 


| had any Fperiehce of this but Twice, 


Was the Spirit, when ited, in thoſe Two c aſes as N 6 
"IP n , 3 £ 
2. | 5 : a 5 +. 


In what Proportion was the Rs ww rs Fi as Proves 10 
It was leſs by about One and an Half or Two Gallons in ts . 


Glak Fo, but 1 can't ſay Fn the . 


Bb te Injuries from Froſt ahd Rain happen frequently in in e mig 
. ; 


Tes have had Grain for theſe Three Years paſt on one Part of my 


Farm froſt- bitten, ſo as not to be fit for malting, although it makes very 


good Malt if well got in.—Gtain that is damaged by Rain, or from being 


in the Stack, is not fit for a e each . MN get a made of 1 is, 


but not of ſo very good a Quality, 5 hs DEL 


What Quantity of Grain can be an ares ici a e 


Diſtance from where you live, for the Uſe of a Diſtillery 

Some Years I have bought up 500 Bolls within the ein in which 1 
Live, not farther round me than Ten meaſured Miles; other Years 
4 150 Bolls of ſome Grain Lond not " WE 6 19 _ 1 
xtent. 


What i is the further Diſtance from which you have e brought Grain for 
your Diſtillery ? 
i Thirty-two Miles. 


| What additional 8 bad thar's upon the Bol? 
7 he Geng: of this was about 35. per Boll, | 


What Duty per Gallon of the reduced 8 its did ou com te chat 

paid before you left off diſtilling? g a , yo * you 
1 left off when the C. 6. 105. Duty on the Hi Wund Diſtrid took 
Place—when that Duty was C. 2, 105. per d 1 e that 1 Paid 


from Is. to 17. 34 per Gallon reduced 8 


Was you induced to FOR up aas on account of the Increaſe of 


Duty? 
1 was on that Miet, and becauſe 1 did u not think I could depend 
ay EY (periaps not One Year out of Three) in my l 


; _ 


diſtilled from inferior Barley, wheh made equally ſtrong. 


oy 
: 
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creaſe of Duty ſhut out from the Sale of my Spirits, and the Purchaſe 
of Male, in the Intermediate Diſtrict ; and becauſe. I concluded that the 
increaſed Duty would increaſe the Number of illegal Stills in my Diſtrict. « 


What did you compute that you. would have paid per Gallon reduced. 


1 under all Circumſtances? 
Had 1 continued, I reckon I ſhould have pak about 15. 64. conceiv- 


ing that I ſhould have been allowed to diſtil as much Spirits as I could from 
450 Bolls of Malt. In theſe Calculations T have conſidered har The Malt 


T's was to on FO was to be clear vo the Malt OO 


Adjourned an 1 Friday Morning next. 
1 umi, 20 die April, 1796. 


4 o 
8 ” 4 Fa 
; 


/ 


Mr. ons $ TEWART, 
Again called in, and examined. | 


-DO, the Exciſe Officers | in your Nei, ee 1 oblige the DiRllers + to 


obey the Reſtrictions of the Law with. regard to the Quantity of Grain 


_ Spirits which they are allowed to diſti] ? 


The Officer of the Diviſion. uſed to call on me Twice: or Thrice 


a Week, to ſurvey my Malt Steep, and the Quantity of the Spirits in 


the Still Houſe and Cellar—the Officer hyed from my Houſe Seven 5 


57 


1 


-How n many «Mos are AE, in. your ur Neighbourhood to work. 2 


| Forty Gallon Still ? 
I keep Two Men attending my Still, while I work Night ad Day, 
| and an Extra Fang ia ne Hurry of making my Malt to aſſiſt n, if 


What did you ſell your ur Whiſkey at when you was in Buſineſs? 


In Wholeſale I fold it by the Anker from 504. to C. 3. or bats; 5 . 5 F 
| to 65. per Gallon, Glaſs Proof; my Retail Price. was in my Houſe about 


8 4. per Gallon, Glaſs Proof, at the ſame Time. 


At what Rate N you 2 5 afforded to ſell it Wholelle if you Ka . 


continued to diſtil under the J. 6. Licence? 


If the illegal Diſtillation was put a Stop to, and 1 was not confined 
to any Line for the Purchaſe of my. Wen, or ſor Sale Ly . et 1 


Have 


_ could. ſell it at 4. 3. pt Anke. 


ts a* 
7 — 


430 Bols of Malt; and I was by the Law which introduced that In- 


* * 


ane other Diſtillers given up in your Neighbourhood ſinee the neu, 
_ ' Every One in my Diviſion immediately gave up, which were about 


#, | 5 
rs 


Da you know of any unentered Still in your Diviſion having been ac- 
ttuyally diſcovered ſince the Impoſition of the new Duty? + 
1 know there have been a great many ſeized by the Exciſe Officers in 


Are you willing, or do you underſtand, that the Diſtillers of your | 
"7 Neighbourhood are willing to pay an equalizing Duty on the Gallon of the 
Spirits ſold by them, after making a proper Deduction for the Difference 
of the Fuel, and Diſtance from Market? * | 
I have Reaſon to think, and have Authority to ſay, that they are. 


What Duty, in the above View, would you be willing to pay on the Gal- + 
lon of Sale Spirits, Glaſs Proof? „ 

5 1 think we ſhould be willing to pay up to 15. 6d. per Gallon Glaſs 
— lean if not confined to any Limit for the Purchaſe of Grain and Sale of 


Too produce an equalizing Duty upon the Principles above ſtated in the 
—_ Lowlands, how much per Gallon, Glaſs Proof, do you think might be 
— ß ̃ mere? | . 5 | 
= I think they ought to pay 34. on an Average; and I am authorized 
=_ 5 by Two of the Diſtillers ot the Intermediate Diſtrict, which lies in the 
—_— County of Perth (Mr. John Proudfoor, and Mr. Roderick Robinſon) to 
= ſay that they are willing to pay as much as the Lowland Diſtillers, pro- 
nn, vicded all Reſtrictions are removed; that is to ſay, they are willing to pay 
_ 128, 6d. under the above Circumſtances; but all this is to be underſtood 
on the Suppoſition that the Mode of impoſing the Duty ſhall be on the 
Spirits, and not by Licence on the Stills. F Tc. 


=_ Do pos think that the Duty could be collected effectually on the Gallon 
= „ of 93 gr, in any other Way than by Survey? ?:? 5 


What is your Reaſon for making your Waſh of the exact Strength of 
Nine PFurlets to Sin Charges of the Singling Still, each Charge about 
TING Gallons ? 1 „ 1 b 
4 toportion of Water that I put to my Malt I conceive anſwers 
the Purpoſe belt of bringing the Subſtance from the Grain; but with a larger 
5 Quantity of Malt and the ſame Proportion of Water, if my Veſſel could 
contain it, I ſhould extract a ſtronger Waſh, I generally leave the Liquor, 
after it is drawn off from the Grains, Three Days to cool and ferment be- 
fore I put it into the Still, „ ͤũ ] Y . 


Wr was the Price of Foreign Spirit i your Diftrit? _ 
85 cre n none zied from Abroad to my Knowledge and 
Belief for the laſt Seventeen or Eighteen Years, | = e 


If a Lowland Diſtiller was to ſettle in your Neighbourhood with Skill;” 


* 


sor DISTILLERY.—Appedts, G49 85 
ed Stills, what ſhould be the Differetice 0 


hs and well conſtructe ce 
to be paid by him, and by ſuch a Diſtiller in the Lowlands, 1 in conſequehce 
of Diſtance from Fuel and other local Diſadvantages? 


In my Opinion, if his Spirits were equally Fn he cough why in the 


Fre of Eigh teen to e ˖ 


n X * , * * 7 


What was the Price of ſmuggled Spina? 
36 1 pe Gillon. Vi; N | Withrew, 


1 p 4 


| in the Intermediate args: 1 
Called in, and examined. 


WHEN did you firſt enter into this Line of Buſineſs? 
__ In1794 whey the Dor was 30 4. os 


Do you ſtill e continue in that Buſineſs? 
I do not; I gave up when the laſt Pury took Place. 


equally wholeſome and palatable with good 1 78 85 WO." To 
No. | 5 


18 Raw Grain ph in the Diftilleries i in your weben ? 
Not in general; but 1s wy ſome. 


V pon what do you ground your Opinion that Low Country Spiris are 


not ſo wholeſome? _ 
From the Effects after being drank; thoſe Effects are, they give an 
Head Ach, and make wy Perſons ſick that drink but a moderate 8 


ys 


1 


Do you know FE RY a Stil where Peat or Wood is uſa can 55 diſ. 
2 as ones a and throw off as much Spirits as a Still can where Coal i is 


uſcd 
1 know i it cannot from Experiment. 


Do? you uſe Coal or Pear? . „ 1 
I uſe Coal to the Still and Peat to the dying of the Mal 


10 what Time can a Forty Gallon Still be abe where Peat 75 . 


uſed ? . 
About Six Times | in  Twenty- Yr Hours, 


How ofien'did- -you uſe to diſcharge. when you uſed Coal? e 
Is could diſcharge Eight Times, if 1 had N without being re- 
ſuicted o a Quanticy of Malt and Spirits. i 


How $79 did you generally diſcharge your Sal in a Week ? . f 
Sometimes did a8 much 1 in the Week as I have before ſtated, 


| "Duty 


5 I 


A Dine at Calſochie, in _ Pariſh of Methven, i 5 of Perth, and 


* 
* 9 


Are the Spirits diſtilled by the great Diſtillers in the South let 


* 


1 8 . 5 2 4 o 
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SCO H DISTILLERY —Appendix,/N*1.(A.) 


"How much Water daes your Spirits require to reduce them to Glaſs 


One to Two in general; ſometimes leſ s. 


How much Malt do you maſh at once? _ 


Tuo Bolls of Barley,—The general Courſe of my Practice is as fol- 


los: I maſh Two Bolls at a Time when 1 have maſhed ;about-Sixteen = 


or Eighteen Bolls, the Wort from which I put into a correſponding Num- 
ber of Tubs, the Wort ſtands to cool and ferment, ſometimes Six Days — 
never leſs than Three. I then begin to ſingle ; One Tub full making Six 
Charges, each Charge about Thirty-two Gallons, , I ſingle the Produce 


of the Eighteen Bolls before I begin to double, putting the Low Wines 


into Caſks— about Six Charges of the Singling will produce One of the 
Doubling, although I cannot ſpeak exactly — the Eighteen Bolls will pro- 
duce of 8 writs from the Doubling Still about at the Rate of Six Gallons, 
per Boll, Iſs than Nine Gallons reduced Spirits, about Eight and a Half. 


El have tried to put. Two and a Half Bolls, inſtead of Two Bolls, to a 
_ Maſh in the ſame Veſſel; but I thought I always got more Spirits by uſing 


the Proportion of Two Bolls, I have made the Compariſon a. ppg 
as likewiſe many of my Neighbours, and they prefer the Two Bolls to the 


Ten Furlets or Two and a Half Bolls; in other Words, they think their 8 
Waſh the beſt, The Barley I have above alluded to is of the Quality of 


% 


dene Stone Dutch Weight, and therefore 
duced Spirits to Two Stone of Barley. 


produces about One , Gallon 


; Whore do you purchaſe this Barley? 


In my own Neighbourhood. 


Have you diſcerned any Difference in the Quality of Spirits, when diſ- 
charged rapidly or more ſlowly? 7 | 5 


5 


Tes I have obſerved in my own Experience, that when à Still was 
run off rapidly, the Spirits were not ſo cool and agrecable io the Taſte as 


when diſcharged flow, 


Wu there any Difference between the Spirirs you diſtilled by Peat and 


thoſe diſtilled by Coal? 


None in the Flavour—the Flavour which is liked in the Highland 


Spirits ariſes from the Malt being dried with Peat, and not from the Spirit 
being diſtilled with Peat. VV 5 * 


In what Time did you run off the Spirits in thoſe Times you found the 


Spirits injured ? 


I have ſome Times run off a Singling Still in Two Hours, and 
even leſs when puſhed ; but I think it could not be done in an Hour 
and an Half; and then my Spirits were not ſo good. My Doubling Still 


in general is not run off in leſs than Four and an Half Hours, —1 put in 


my Doubling Still about Thirty - four Gallons. 


Is is more profitable to diſtil from good than inferior Cain ? 
From good Grain in all Circumſtances. I have diſtilled from inferior 


Grain that yielded but Four and a Half Gallons reduced Spirits from the 


Boll, and 


b which Grain coſt me within 25, of the then Price of _ , 


What 


. | | | 
F. 898 , | | : | 5 4 S, 
1 F 1 — 


„ oo . 3 er. b * 5 8 5 ; 
SCOTCH:DI S TILELERY Appendix, nel E 
-- What Effekt has it on the Spirit, if the Barley is Froſt-bitten 705 2 
1 bare had 1 no . of chat. 5 i nf T it Fi 45 
| 195 82 5 1815 %% 6 7 08 8 ES 
"What Effect dau? it, if the Barley thould be injured by Rain 0 or oY e _ 
the Stack? - 
I have had no Experience of that I never. "wiſhed to uſe chat. 


What Qvantity of Grain can be eaſily procured within a reaſonable. pic 
tance from you, for the Uſe of a Diſtillery? 

I have known ſome Years great Difficulty in procuring nale dene 
Grain in the Din 17 8 to Na "ne e 5 che De 
| tllers | in my Diſtrict, po 
What is the 3 Diſtance PE which you ver, pooh Grain for 
; 2 25 Diſtilleryß ? a, OO 

o 5 hs i | 3s 0 Fa 5 „ 
What additional Expence was er in the Boll 7 e e 
| That was included i in x the Price. 55 i „ 


Wat! Duty do you compute you paid, betete you left off, og i wi 0 1. 
| lon of Spirit? e Fes 
: About I 4. 1 ſuppoſe, but I never RF the Calculation. . 5 Te 


What word you to give up? 
On Account of the high Duty. 


| Do the Officers of Exciſe oblige FP Diſtillers f in your | Neighbourhood | 
to obey the Reſtrictions of the Law with regard to the NEL * Grain 
and Spirits they are allowed to diftil? ö. 

Yes; they come begun Three Times a Week. 


| Did you work your Still Night and Day? e 15 . ; 
Sometimes I did ; I did not work on ROM „„ 


What did you \ Ca your Whiſkey „ 
5%. 4d. per Gallos, Glaſs Proof, Wholeſale. 


Are any Lowland Spirits fold in the Neighbourhood ? 
Les; at about 45. per Gailon; out I don't know the Strength. 


_ Have any other Diſtillers i in a your Nogitboubend aun 5 on a Accqunr 
the new Duty? | 
Te. 


Do you underſtand that the Diſtillers in your Nei 
ling to pay an equalizing Duty on the Gallon of the Spirits ſold by them, 
after making a proper Deduction for the Fuel and Diſtance from Market 
compared with the Lowland Diſtiller? 

I am authorized to give Information from the Diſtillers i in my Neig 
bourhood, that they are * to come . and Pay un fair e 
ey are able to * 


hbourhood 8 . 


* 3 3 What 


Wh PH EI FEE 


4 * 


ung 


EN IN 


F 


N 


x 


1 
1 


5 cannot fog but not equal to the Lowlands, owing chiefly to the 


Did yon Rav Gmle?; WAA ipienns  b av97 
I have uſed a little. 1 Wo.” 
hat Effects had that? . 
The Quantity was ſo ſmall that I did not E 


o you think the Duty could be collected effectua 
mou by any other Mode than Survey? 
I chi by 


Did you ever uſe any other Still of any other Conſtruction 
called The 8 7 Pot ? 5 En vo 
No ; but I have ſeen Flat Stills uſed, fo © 


* Eh * 2 


From what you have obſerved, do you thin a Flat Still 5 the ſame 
* and ſame Charge can de lſcharged quicker than the Highland 
I think about One Third ſooner ; I ſaw One of theſe Flat Stills in 

the Neighbourhood of Methven. 
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The Reverend GEORGE. SKENE KEITH, a” 
7 Miniſter of Keith Hall Aberdeenſhire 3 55 $i 05 ae 0 oo 8 
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WII H of the N of Dudeb 3 on tht | Diſtillarion o of b Spirit 85 
in the different Diſtricts of Scotland do you conſider as really heavieſt on 
the Diſtiller? 

The higheſt nominal Doty i is os $45 pet Gallon on uh Lowland Diktil- 
levy; but the Duty being attended with ho Check or Limitation, is really 
leſs heavy on the Diſtiller than the other Two Duties, which are nominally 
leſs, the C. 9. and C. 6. 105.; and the Reaſon why J ſtate this Fact is, 
that I have bought repeatedly Lowland: Corn Spirits at Half the Price 
(and ſometimes below) of Malt Spirits Conant in ee ö 1 
the bad bred Strengrh of both were the (inte. * 1 THeW 


- Paws it conſiſt with your 08 10 that a oonifliteritis vantiey of 5 Spi 
rits has been ſold in the 1 170 Diſtrict, which had Wan Aiſtilled in the 
Lowland Diftri&t ? ; 
My ͤPariſh is W in the intermediate Diſtrict, and 1 hays: . Pet. 5 
edly bought from a Merchant who reſides in it the low priced Spirits above- 
mentioned, which had a totally different Taſte from the Malt Spirits of 
| Aberdeenſhire, and which he informed me he got from Leith, which In- 
formation was confirmed by his Invoices, which 1 have ſeen; and I know | 
that when the Stoppages of the Diſtilleries took Place in conſequence of 
the Act of Parliament, ' theſe Corn Spirits ute the only Kinds which 
were ſold in Aberdeenſhire during the greater Period of the ſaid Stoppage; 


for I applied in vain to different Diſtillers in what is now called the In- 


e and was chen nt rae myrrh nm th Tout 2 245 2 55 0 5 
5 * 3 2 | 
"Fades i many | ot chit Diſtillers | in peer ; Neighbourhood given up fince g 
che Duties * J. 9. and /. 6. 10 5, were impoſed? 3 7 
All the Diſtillers in my Neighbourhood have "ER 3; ans; except- 
ing one Gentleman, who is not a common Diſtiller, all the Diſtillers in 
tine . 5 of f- Aberdeenſhire: 1 5 1 wes as EE Py: o_ | 
e 1 4 FT 


17 fy by 24 + 1 T mY Id 05 : K g. 7 PF A. 8 * 5 
5 5 „ We, 8 * je ; | £4 3 Sos 


| What a . 05 Prices of Hi bland. and L ovlind Spirits? 75 $i 
When 1 left Aberdeen a few Days ago, the Prices were em 70 64 
to 10% 6d, per Gallon for the Aberdeenſhire Whiſkey, while Lowland 
Whiſkey of the ſame apparent Strength was ſelling at Half the above 
Priee. Geneva ſold at the Maſt Heat, about Ten Miles from my Houſe, 
F £ 2. Ju fake « of hoy + 90 Gallons 4 whe" boo ant or 4 Houſe 5 Ea 


VIPS 4 
* "5" 4 
E 


bo SCOTCH DIS TIILER Yo kx, Nn. M.) 
tte Coat at C. 2. 105. ; and when carried Inland as far as my Houſe, at 
hs 8 3. Tits Durch Gin is weaker and of late not ſo much reliſhed 

by the "Rob Part of the People as the Aberdeenſhire Whiſkey, to which 
All Ranks/ fince 1785, have become exceedingly partial. 85 


Do jou approve of the preſent Mode of aſcertaining Spirits by the Hy- 
Piers or what Mode would you recommend to ſubſtitute in its 


* 


5 " 4 not approve of the preſent Mode of aſcertaining the. Strength of 
Spirits; 1 do not even think Clarke's Hydrometer the beſt that might 
be uſed ; but I doubt much if any Hydrometer can be made, which alone, 
without any chemical Experiment or Check, could aſcertain accurately the 
Strength of ardent Spirits at the ſame Time, and I refer tothe Philoſophical 
 Tranſa&ions of the Royal Society, where Mr. Gilpin, Clerk to the ſaid 
Society, has given in Two Papers ſome valuable Information on this 


To what Cauſe do you attribute the Difference of the Prices of Spirits 
- wand i the — ee e ei 
I o ſeveral Cauſes: Firſt, to the great Cheapneſs of Corn Spirits in- 
ported from the Lowlands, which Spirits being made from only a ſmall 
Proportion of Malt, conſequently not paying ſo much Duty as Malt 
S, pirxits.—Secondly, to the Corn mixed with a ſmall Proportion of Malt 
pao.ielqing a greater Quantity of Spirits than can be procured from Spirits 
- diftilled from Malt alone, where a conſiderable Degree of the Strength of 
the Grain is loſt by Evaporation in the Proceſs of Malting.-Thirdly, to 
the exceſſive Rapidity uſed in Diſtillation, where the Diſtiller works againſt 
Time. — Fourthly, to the coarſe Quality of all Corn Spirits compared with 
Malt Spirits, where the former muſt neceſſarily contain. more empyreumatic 
or eſſential Oils than if the Grain had been purified by the Proceſs of Malt- 
ing; and I know, for I have tried it, having ſometimes for mere Curioſity 
diſtilled Corn Spirits Five Times, that Malt Spirits Twice diſtilled are 
' at leaſt as pure as Corn Spirits Thrice diſtilled. —PFifthly, to the very great 
Quantity of Spirits procured from à Quarter of Grain by the Lowland 
Diſtillers, compared to the Quantity which is procured by the Highland 
Diſtillers from the ſame Quantity of Grain; I ſpeak not of the Difference 
of the Value between the Grain of the Two Countries; but I muſt obſerve, 
that wherever Nature is ſqueezed to the utmoſt, the ce of the Thing 
produced muſt be coarſer than where the Strength of the Grain is all ex- 
auſted ; for Exam le, Infuſion produces finer Qualities than Decoction, 
Decoction than Diſtillation, and the ſcientific Diſtillation, in which from 
Fifteen to Eighteen Gallons js taken from a Quarter of Grain, muſt neceſ- . 
. AJanily produce coatſer Spirits than where an-unſkilful Operator takes only Five, 
Six, or Seven Gallons from the ſame. Quantity. Laſtly, to the Averſion 
the People of Aberdeenſhire have to Corn Spirits, who would not believe 
them to be good if the were fo, which, however, they cannot be, the 
| 2 of _ Gu _ being _ con the Dram Drinkers, 
ho Win to get drunk at the cheapeſt Rate, and whoſe corru | 
7 


1 1 What Es have you obſerved to proceed from the Praftice of Smug- | 
of ling, or illicit Diltilling, on the Health, M rals, and Induſlry of the Peo- 

N ple ingour Neighbourbood? * 
I be Effects of Smuggling I have obſerved to be the following: Firſt, 
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Pres” N ight ines Day, and Day into Nic gh, i in pa erg to 1 * Notice . 


of Exciſe Officers.—Secondly, ſudden Riſes and Depreſſion of Fortune, from 
the gaming Spirit which takes Poſſeſſion of the Mind of a Smug ler. 
Thirdiy, the Introduction at leaft, if not a conſiderable Progreſs in Immo- 
rality.— Fourthly, àa total Neglect of that Diviſion of Time which is the Soul 


of Induſtry :—AndLaftly, a gradval and total Diſregard of their Health, 1 


Morals, and Religion. In regard to the Country, the encouraging che 


Agriculture of other Nations to the Prejudice of their own. In regard to | 
private diſtilling, the Uſe of à coarſe 8 735 chiefly made from. Potatoes in 
only the Head of a Still and his 


Aberdeenſhire, where the Operator wit 
own Pot or Kettle, and other Apparatus, in all worth 7 a few Shillings, 
and with Materials valued at from 153. to 20 6. can in the 


occaſions a Decreaſe in the Uſe of Barley; and as the Work is confined. 


to the very pooreſt of the People, who are beyond the Reach of the Law on - 


account of their Poverty, it will be impoſſible by any Fines to check this 
Practice, which is equally deſtructive to the national Induſtry, Health, and 
Morals of the People, unleſs a Diſtillery Law be ſupported by SOS - 
Opinion, and 2 e Þ 

TO. 5 


4; % F 1 4 - 3 a 5 8 4 
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What i is the beide of Spirits ditilled: as you e 7300 getenbe? 
The Price varies ſomewhat more or leſs according to the >} 4/470 

_* "af; Potatoes, but is in general about Two Thirds of the Price * 
Malt Spirits, mw” Ore en rand desrer TOR. the Lowland Cora 
Se Toes 45 WE 


r 3 * 1 * - 
8 CONE 5 5 © Fg 75 1 8 ' Ts Wa: 2 . 11 Fg 8 ah 1. 2 ls N 2 bo is, 55 0 1 = i 
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bs has 18 of this Potato s pris manufaured a and 10 in your Part 
of the Country? | 


Since the Price of pile Pein high, 2 Number a the Fe armer: | 
advice for their own U ſe, ſometimes in their own Houſes, but more: 


generally by employ! 8. 5 People in ſmall Huts to diſtil for them—a , 
_ conſiderable Number of theſe poor People alſo fiſtil theſe Potatoe Sx pirits- 
for Sale. — In 1778, when i Atied various Kinds of Spirits, 1 At for 
Experiment Six Pecks of Potatoes without any Malt, each Peck weigh-.. 
ing 35 Engliſh Pounds Avoirdupois; the Value' of the Potatoes Was 
at that Time about 4 f d. per Peck, or 24. 34. in the Whole; che 
Quantity of Spirits Hydrometer Proof produced was a little above Three 


2 „ben, at c that oY would have . on 9 Fe Mo 8s, + the 


> 1 3 a 8. & 


What v was 180 Pradice with « Rik to , Diftllaton i in your TOI! 4 Ar 
hood, . ne e AR of 17855 and what was the Effect obthac,, 
Ack? „5 


Before 178 5 [there were no o licenſed Diſtillers in d Aberdeenſhire ; ; but by 4 


Law every Perſon who had à Still, whoſe Contents at firſt. were limited to 
Twelve, and then to Ten Gallons, might diſtil for his own Uſe; and, in 
Fact, many of che Gentlemen and Teputable Farmers kept theſe Stills for.. 
their own Uſe. An inferior Claſs of Men diſtilled for Sale 10 Stills generally . 
containing from Eighteen to Twenty Gallons, contrary to Law; but as. 
there were no legal Diſtilleries in the Country for Sale, when the Exciſe - 
Offices wi af ST betore the ST, 2255 the Practice Was to 
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Courſe of One oY 
Week gain from . 3. to £.6. according to the Price of Whiſkey ;.  - 
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fi People from 15. to 5. ſeldom more chan 2 5.:6 4. and if the 
200 Tok Gcli ſor his own Uſe in too large a Still, he commonly 
paid 6 4. for what they. called his Ahſolveter, as a Fee to the Juſtice Clerk. 
At this Time, however, the Price of Dutch 1 from 115. to 12 J. 
per Anker of Nine Gallons in Holland, and an Extent of Sea Coaſt of 
6 Miles in the County of Aberdeen, and about 20 in the County of 
Merz the Facility of Smuggling was ſo great, that thoſe Spirits ſmuggled 


into that Country, ſeldom exceeded 30 5. per Anker at the Maſt Head, and 
33 7. houſed of Shore ; but in 1785, when the Highland Diſtillery Act 
was paſſed, impoſing 205. on a Forty Gallon Still, this Law was ſo 
univerſally ere pe by the Public Opinion, that the Office of an Informer 
became even.ceputable, and all Ranks concurred in ſupporting the Law, 
while People of the Firſt Fortune drank nothing but Aberdeenſhire Spirits 
except on 73. Occaſions. Theſe Spirits were of an excellent 
Quality, for the Diſtillers at that Time were not much verſed in extracting 
much Spirits from any given Quantity of Grain, At this Period the In- 
doſtry of the Country took a moſt favourable Turn, and Bear and Bigg, 
_ after Turnips, began to be raiſed in conſiderable Quantities, The Price 
of Spirits in 1785 being 45. 10 d. = Gallon, and Money in the County 
of Aberdeen not very plentiful, the People were diſtinguiſhed for Sobriety = 
and Induſtry. In Addition to the Licence Duty of 10s, per Gallon in 1786, 
2» kent, no other Effect than the Riſe of 3 d. or 4 d. per Gallon in the 
Price of Spirits, When afterwards £.-2. 104. per Gallon was impoſed, the 
rice of Spirits varied a little from the Difference of the Price of Grain, but 
was generally increaſed from 5 J. 6 d. to 65, 64, per Gallon. At this Time 
illicit Diſtillation began to revive, although not in a great Degree; 
upon the Floß fee of all Diſtilleries, owing to the Scarcity of Grain 
in England, illicit Diſtillation became very common, though Foreign 
Smuggling was at that Time pretty well checked (which is not the 
Caſe at. preſent) this illicit Diſtillation, perhaps increaſed, owing to the 
Exciſe Officers being deprived of any Premium for ſeizing their Stills. 
In the Coutſe of a few Days I ſaw ſeveral. of theſe Stills carried upon 
the Carts of Carriers through the Borough of Inverury in Noon 
Day, and I was informed that Two: and Twenty had paſſed through 
that Borovgh in One Weck. — While the Prohibition laſted, in ſome 
of the Juſtice Courts pretty, ſmart. Fines were impoſed on Delinquents, 


in others very ſmall Eines were awarded: the higheſt Fines. I ever 
heard of were 65 10, Since the laſt Act was impoſed, almoſt. all the Diſ- 
= teillers have refuſed to take out Licences, and the Price of Bear in the 
. Country Part of Aberdeenſhire, in which I live, was at or below. Eleven 
=: Shillings per Aberdeenſhire Boll, when the Tax on Diſtillation was exactly 
16 5, upon the Boll Aberdeen Meaſure, the Tax being C. 360. for a 
Forty Gallon Still, with Leave to diſtil in the Year 500 Linlichgow Bolls, 
equal to 450 Aberdeenſhire Bolls. Illicit Diſtillation now became very. 
common, and yet Bear or Bigg could hardly be fold even at that low Price, 
partly becauſe a very great 1 Pa of ſmuggled Foreign Gin has 
taken Place in the Courſe of laſt Year, and partly from the Uſe of the. 
ED coarſe Poratoe Spirits above deſcribed, and of the Lowland Corn Spirits 
= - _- athealt double the Quantity of Bear or Bigg is how raiſed in "Aberdeenſhire 
 ' of what was raiſed Twenty Years ago, and the Servants will not, as formerly, 
take any Quantity of Bear Meal with their Oatmeal in their Bread. The 


. Stock of the Highland Diſtillers for ſome Time. leſſened the Quantity of - 


Smuggling 3 


93 8 
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. Smuggling ; when the Stock was exhauſted, the illicit Diſtillery inereaſtd i 
in a great Degree, but ſtill not nearly equal to the whole Quantity of 8 8 
Wan N to hag W By the KONIG 1 oro SES. 
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; Adj ts til  To-orgy Naming. 
Martis, 24 die Aprilis, 1798. ö 1 
The Reverend GEORGE SKENE irt, NF 
Again calle in, and examined, | , oo a TT #1 


WHAT Quantity of Spielte © in Stock have you Reaſon & to think 12 1 
preſent in your Neighbourhood ? | 

Il I wiſh toadd to the Evidence I gave Yeſterday: at ich T N pole of this 

- Price of Spirits, when I left Aberdeen on: Monday Sevennight, the Price 

: Mo 2 | CE a #nd IO min on as 1 1 9 8 e en Throw | 

Months paſt. 


Queſtion ad. | 
I have: Reaſon to believe, * a licenſed Highland Diktillers live 
: extremely little Stock in Hand, and my Reaſon is, that I only got by {| ial 
Favour One Scots Pint and Ten Gills of Spirits from a Highland Di wy 
when I could get none from wn of his N eighbours, e | 


| Do you know whether 3 is a r ee Quantizy of Lowland ene F 
in the Poſſeſſion of the Spirit Dealers in Aberdeenſhire. | 

| As I am not connected with the Exciſe I cannot ſpeak to ob Fe 
. tity ; but this 1 know, that the Spirit. Dealers are ſtill ſelling, and adver- 


tizing to ſell, Lowland Spirits i in Aberdeen, and there is no Complaint ß | 


the Want of Lowland Spirits in Trung „ the Price _ 
nin ann as e e $5 pp { «908 


* Can: you ſtate the verge Price of Coal i in your „ Neightiourhood ? 
Ihe Price of Coal, ind of Carriage, has at an Average for! 
Twelve Months paſt. been 35. 64 per Aberdeen Boll of Thirty-ſix 
Dutch Stones, each Stone containing nearly 174 Ibs. Avoirdupois, and 
the Expence of Catriage was formerly 24 64. for ſuch Boll; burindw 

T hos Shillings, from the Ports from which WE are — "veing 2 ; 
| 1 A * ; teen 
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| Fifteen to Sixteen meaſured, Miles —this is the Price of Neweaſtle Coal, 
Scotch Coal being generally about Three Pence per Boll cheaper. 


Did you ever compare the proportional Duty that ought to be paid by a 
Lowland Diſtiller and a Diſtiller in your Neighbourhood, taking into Con- 
_ - ideration all the Differences with regard to Fuel, Quality of Grain, &c.? 

In Anſyer to this Queſtion I muſt obſerve, Firſt, that in the Highland 
and Intermediate Diſtricts, the Difference berween the Quality of Grain of 
different Years is much greater than this Difference 1s in the more im- 
proved Parts of Scotland, I have by accurate Experiments in 1783, upon 
the Crop of 1782, which was a particular bad Seaſon, found that Three 
Bolls of Oats, Aberdeenſhire Meafure, making Three Bolls and One Third 
 Linlithgow Meaſure, produced a Trifle leſs than One Boll of Meal of 
Eight Stone Weight; and I did in 1784, on that Year's Crop, which was a 
remarkable good One, find One Boll and One and a Half Peck of Meal 
out of One Boll of Oats, Aberdeenſhire Meaſure—the. Corn was produced 
on the ſame Spot, and I know from Experience, that an improving Farmer, 

who has good Soil and a good Expoſure, is leſs at the Mercy of the 
| Seaſons than One who does not improve, and has not ſo good a Farm, the 
Difference in the Lowlands between the Grain of different Years being 
little more than Three to Four: the Diſadvantages of Climate may, 

by Skill and Agriculture, be diminiſhed, but not altogether removed. 
Adly, Although in general I am ſatisfied that a Diſtiller in the Coal 

Counties can afford to pay a much higher Duty than can be paid by the 
Highland Diſtiller, the particular Proportion cannot be the ſame in every | 
Caſe, although it is obvious that the Lowland Diſtiller, where his Grain 
is good, can afford to pay a higher Duty than a Highland Diſtiller, and if 
he has alſo the Coals near his Diſtillery, he can afford a ftill higher 
Doty, zdly. The Highland Diſtiller, who is ſurrounded by many illicit 
Diſtillers, and alſo perhaps by a great Extent of Coaſt, cannot, without 
being underſold by theſe illicit 1 raders, pay the ſame Duty as can be 
paid by a Diſtiller in the Lowlands, where ſuch illicit Trade cannot exiſt 
in the ſame Degree, owing to a Difference of local Cauſes, Fl 


Have the Diſtillers in your Neighbourhood adhered to the Reſtritions 
impoſed on them by Law, reſpecting the Quantity of Grain and Quantity 

_——_ LANG. Lo ß, ] AA %ĩ - 

I do know that the Highland Diſtillers in my Neighbourhood were 
ſo rigidly reſtricted to the Quantity of Malt, that they were obliged ro 
lead a Proof of their us Injured, and obtained in Addition 27 Bolls 
upon every Forty Gallon Still; I alſo know that they were ſurcharged in 
ehe rhood both for Malt and Spirits. George Giles and Co. Diſ- 
tillers at Iaverury, and, I think, Thomas Simpſon, of Old Meldrum, were 


dreſs, In Regard to the Reſtrictions on the Spirits, I can give no Infor- 
mation. I have every Reaſon to believe that the Diſtillers in my Neigh-- 
| bourhood never imported Grain from the Lowlands, becauſe by carrying 
their Grain to cen, the Farmers in my Neighbourhood could get from 
5 to 1 4. 6 d. more for the Boll than if ſold to the Country Diſtil- 


| \ 


# 


. **94 © * * PP | VVV 
Did the Diſtillers in your Neighbourhood diſtil on Sunday??? 

: 0 * N Y 4 2 , 83 x l £ 8 3 ; > 3 
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ſome of the Parties to the above Suit, who told me they had got this Re- 
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would conſtantly be neceſſary for every ſuch Diſtiller or Company of Dit 


Would that Number 
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| This Number would be ſſary if onl One ſuch Still was in th 
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| allons, the Highland Piſtiller' ſhoult be charged :wlefs Duty chan the 
1 but 11 ſubje& to the above Bond, ſuppoſed for Example to be 


L. aco for his total Produce: This Indulgence: would be granted in thoſe 


Parts of the Country where the whole Duty did not much exceed . 200, 


And in my Opinion would go a good Way to equaſize the different States of 


the Diſtillers, without much affecting the Revenue, Where a Diſtiller in che 


| ; Highland Diſtri diſtilled a 8 Quantity, it would be a leſs compara- 
tie Indulgence I mean to 


ay by the Highland Diſtillcr, all thoſe Diſtil- 
lers who live in thoſe Parts of the Country where illicit Diſtillation is 


5 | common, although perhaps it may extend to the Intermediate Diſtrict ; and 
I menn this e counteract the Effects of illicit Diſtillation or 


Smuggling; and Þ believe, upon the whole, that this will produce a greater 


Revenue than if the Indulgence was not granted. e 


What Rate of Duty on the Gallon of Spirits do you think might be in- 


| poſed, without encouraging Foreign or Domeſtic Smuggling ? 


I rhink at firſt the Duty ſhould not exceed 25. upon the Gallon of Spi- 


0s rits, to 10 above Hydrometer Proof; it may perhaps be raiſed a little afier- 


' wards; but it ſhould always be remembered, that Taxes may be ſo high 


: 1 : 


as to defeac 


What Deduction from that Duty would you propoſe to al ow 


themſelves, therefore I would prefer a moderate Duty 


* =. 8 „ ee 


on the 
Quantity of Spirits firſt made in each Highland Sti? 


I ſhould ſuppoſe that 2,500 Gallons ſhould be covered with the above 


. ä 200 to every Still, while in the Lowlands on'y 2,050 Gallons were covered 
by the ſame Bond: I think this Indulgence ſhould be extended to what was 


in the original Highland Diſtrict, I mean under the Scheme I ſuggeſt, 
that the Highland Diſtillers ſhould be permitted to purchaſe Grain any 


mentation? 


Did you ever analyſe any of the Lowland Spirits which you have 


where, to diſtil to any Extent, and to ſell their Spirits any where, 


. 5 774 


Basuppoſing the Waſh to be in a ripe State, would not a very ſhort Delay 
in uling i 1s Fe 


t injure 


its Quality materially, by producing an acetous Fer- 


Every improper Delay in the Diſtillation of Spirits; of Time ofpurting 


tze Waſh into the Still, will no Doubt be injurious, but I have not had 
RE. mon" oaa Experience to anſwer this Queſtion with that Preciſion I ſhoujd 


5 


o 


2.2 
5 - 
e 


. {eribed as of a perniciovs Quality ; and did you diſcover any Thing in the 


e a :  kaline Subſtances into a Glaſs of Lowland Spirits; the Effe 
. that the Acid preferred being a Solvent to the Alkali, and vice verſa, 


- Diſtillers, or the Spirit Dealers ? 
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| Ingredients to which that Quality could be attributed? "2 I 
I haves 5 the ſimpleſt Proceſs, aſcertained whether Acids were mixed 
n 


with Lowland Spirits in the Proceſs of Diſtillation, by, pouring al- 


of this were, 


Do you know whether theſe Ingredients were put into the Spirits by the 


| only know that in a Journey to Edinburgh, 1, with Four 6thers, 


. _ deſired to get One Gill of genuine Whiſkey from the Still at Kilbegie, at 
the Plaiſterers in Fifeſhire; but wherber genuine or nor depended on the 
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Vetacity 
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Veracity of the e : I alſo got another mall Quantity at the New 
Inn, which; after a very ſummary. Proceſs, I was ſatisfied contained a Quan- 
tity of Acid, whether muriatick or nitrous I don't know, but I know that it 
gave me a Head Ach. The Trial way! made ane in a a little Ms: 
| 1 1 with a little Marle or Lime. 


be you recollect about what Peri you 3 this meme 
Since 178 55 but I do not know the exact Time when. 


bs general, had: the Lowland Whiſley the ſame bal Quality l ee 


to the Licence Act, 1785. 8 
I do not know, for I never drank Lowland ey before that Pe- 


riod, as far as I remember. Fo 
When you afciide: Part of the Was Effects: of 5 \ Lowland Whiſkey to 
he Uſe of unmalted Corn, was you aware that Dutch Geneva is en 
from almoſt all Raw Gran? SPI TY: 24s 8 
I was aware of this; but I RA how that 4 0 Doch ee e bo 
imported into Britain, <> Juice of the Oak or other Wood in which it was 
imported would be diſplaced principally by the eſſential Oils of the Dutch 
Spirits; 1 alſo know that, by EOS in the Caſk WA VO" at * 
| ee the Ene, *Vö 1 
C 1 et 1 7 1 
Have you any Conneation with — e Diſtllery at Old Mekdrum da 
I I never had any Concern or Connection with any Diſtillery for the s Sale 
of Spirits, nor do I ever intend.-1 am particularly acquainted wy One 
Diſtiller at Old Meldrum, who till within theſe few Weeks was not only 
ignorant of my Knowledge of Diſtillation, but ee . at it Os 
1 "youu to kim of ieder Experiments | Ry „ 


| How do "rs know there iſo much Rapidity inches 10 60 Diſtillation 3 
do you ſpeak from the Information of others, or your o Knowledge? 

l had often heard of this Rapidity, but hoes I -would ſpeak of it to 
this Committee, I cauſed-the Reverend Dr. Kemp, of Edinhurgh, to get for 
me, from an Exciſe Officer at Cannon Mills, a Note of the Quickneſs of Diſ- 
patch, from which I learnt that this Diſtillery emptied and filled the Stills 
for Diſt illation in 15 Her, 00 wa in _— Ty _—_ 1 never r ſaw 


ches n n 5 4 7 

X58 now 10 5 An 1 64 1462 | 
Did the Perſon who give you this Note Bom that he had. war fn 
the Stills ſo run? : e w 1 eons 


My Application * Dr. Kemp whe to get me an lange Docun ent 
of the Fast before] would undertake K upon it, and he told n me that 
I ſhould get a full written Cereificeis Leas the Exciſe Officers to preſent to 
this Committee if I wanted it ; ours 10 ng en did elne that be. had 
teen the Stills 5 „ 
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| The Reverend 1 WILLIAM 3 oH NS TON, 0 c Blingonics | 
Called in, and examined. Hind ny ber: + 


Was you ever engaged i in a Diſtillery ? 

+) Yes, till the Duty was raiſed to £.9. in the Intermediate Diſtri&, from 
the Commencement of the Highland Diſtillery Act; firſt at — 

ne then at man both 1 in the be Dan * en ee 


7 ; 5 
az 1 * 8 8 
9 8 5 
5 * F is 4 of 


„23 · or-ginttgap ARREST cms nk ee 
I I wiſhed to be out 15 we 'T An TOE: J Tack a a very large Quant 0 of 
Spirits on Hand. 


13 your Conne, are the Spirits diſtilled by the I in the South 
cke as —_ 1 e e as Ines REN W RES 

| r n 1 LE : +; 4 e 5 

| What is this Difference as to ho owing md BOD oat 111.CE 


1 have always believed it to 1 ORE mo e Quicknels of T Ditilation in 
the Lowlands, 1 b e e ee 


12 Raw Grain uſed in the Diſtilleries i in your Neighbourhood 2b W l 
1 never uſed Raw e pe ſuch 1 knew would: not male. - 49 15 


ive you wied; Y your own practice, 4 Difference in . Quake of 
Spirins as to the Wholeſomeneſs and Taſte, E wy: n and _ 
1 5 
. requently j I Wood quick Diſtillation nade my Spire a5 
reſemble? ha outh Country Spirits. My Still was a. Forty Gallon Still. 
I vſvally diſcharged mw Still Ten Times in the Courſe of Twenty-four 
Hours, which a good Highland Spirit; but beſore the Prohibi- 
tion in July 178 55 420 when I wiſhed to do as much as I could, I uſually 
diſcharged my Still Eighteen or Twenty Times in Twenty-four Hours; 
the Spirits ſo diſtilled 1 arr hardly ſell ;—I have ſome on Hand till that 


has been diſtilled above a Twelvemonth; in n all any: i muy nv; 
ſacture was conducted in the lame e 5 | 


-- 


as >> $24.5 ” 
„ 1 . e 
1 | . 2 - ” # 


Do you uſe Coal or Pear? 


All Coal; generally Seocch Coal, which [ got from Perth or Dundee: 
From Perth it coſt me gs. per Boll 'of Forty Dutch Stone, Carriage in- 
cluded; from Dundee, it coſt me about 9 5. 6 d. per Boll of Fifty-ſix Dutch 


Stone, at an Average of 4. on the at D 3 
fame Place about 42 : fd | Fe. os e, n the 


55 


} 


_ wn 


beer on DIST 11 E RY <p, 1 Fl 


0 you have got Pear ;/and at *hat Diſtance?” 5 | 
I could have got good Peat within Three Miles os me, 5d Inferior 
Peat within One Mile, but I never uſed Peat for any Purpoſe, even for = 
malting, and my Spirits fold as well, and ſetched as good a Price as any in 
my Neighbourhood: I believe nobody i in my immediate Neighbourhood 

| uſed Peat for diſtilling or drying Malt.— have a Thouſand Times com- 
A; at the ſame Time, Spirits diſtilled from Malt and dried with Peat, 
and thoſe from Cinders, and never could find any Difference either in Taſte 

or Quality. I can diſtinguiſh in Bear the Difference between the Malt be⸗ 
* dried with Peat, and when with Coal. u- he: Re: at As et a 
Price ay wo el CPAs.” 55 e ns ue 


"In what Time can a Still be 0 Shen Pear is ved as Fuel? 
I believe about Four Hours, but I don't know from 1 
think Spirits diſtilled by diſcharging a Forty Gallon Still in Two Hours 
are as good for all Purpoſes of Sale and Health as if diſtilled much ſlower. 
When I diſtilled as quick as I could, as above - mentioned, 1 had a Still 
made on Purpoſe to favour quick Diſtillation; this Still was much flatter 
than what I ofed before, and than the common Form of the Highland Still. 
With a Highland Still of the ſame Contents, trying to diſtil as faſt as I 
could, I never could exceed Twelve Times in Twenty-four Hours, and che 
Charges likewiſe the ſame, and in both about Thirty-five Gallons of the 
Forty. The Head in both was about Two Gallons, and there was about 
Three Gallons Vacancy in the Stills; the Bottom of my new Still was con- 
cave, which I conceived promoted the Quickneſs. My Average Conſum 
tion of Coal, when I was working quick, was Six Perth. Ons -per Week, | 
92 at wines Ti imes never leſs 8 our Boll. Do 


ty 2 „ RE £ : 5 73 
8 3 ey of 3 15 <P 7 


Did hey whe you u withed to „ diftil as hk as you v could, aker the Sine 

or Form of your Fire-place, and in what reſp ct? Rp 
Il did alter it very materially; inſtead o a Screw Vent or? y Wheel \ ent, 
1 had the Still open all round, and more Room, for Fires 0006757 515 014% 


- How much Malt did you uſe to make a Single Charge of Waſh? 
” Geacrally So Half a Boll ebene Ne 


Nr . 
4 


Hos much Sp irits did that yield i in ne ” e 

I uſwally maſhed the Produce from Two. Bolls of Fell Linli 
| Meafure, at a Time, which produced Four Charges of Waſh, of e 
Thirty-five Gallons each, which furniſned One Char e of Doubling, and 
from which I uſually bad about Twelve or Thirteen Gallons of Spirits, to 
which I put about One to Three of Water to reduce it to Glaſs Proof: 1 


ſpeak of an Average of a good 22 Years PO OEM it to een 
e or Seventeen Gallons. 7 ” = 


"What Effect has quick L Diſtillation o on e Qualicy o of the Spies? a 

If you diſtil very quickly, the eſſential Oils, which always come frſto ov ws 

55 are neceſſarily mixed with the Spirit, and, in my Opinion, produce that diſ- 
agreeable Flavour and thoſe bad Conſequences which are aſcribed to the - 
Low Country Whiſtcey.—In order to have pure Spirits without any Hast 
SGout or few Taſte, all that is neceſſary, in my Opinion, is to he 
Still to diſcharge about Two Engliſh Pints ſlowly,” which is to be taken 
190; 9 be f * : $5. not conceive quick er r- 5 : 12 
e ae A * oo A A S 


420¹¹ 


1 i teen of Meal that Barley would ies in the ſame 9 would 5 
1 71 ; 


se oren LDISTIVLERY=dppentic Wo I 


affect the Quality of Spirits if the Diſtiller is et Pains to ſtop beben the 
Spirits that come over become weaker than-Glaſs. Proof. If this Courſe is 
| followed, the Spirit would be good Highland Spirit if entirely made rom 
mualted Grain. This flow boiling at Brſf, for ſeparating the Oils, is only ne- 
ceſſary in Doubling ; the Waſh you may run off as quick as you pleaſe if it 
comes off clear; hut Waſh. will require different Times, according to its 
urity, According to my Experience, I think that to diſcharge a Singling 
15 charged with pure Waſh, Three wr pe of an Hour is neceſſary; a 
ſomewhar longer Time would be neceſſary if the Waſh was not pure there 
ſore I aid, taking ic upon an Average, that I could diſcharge my, Flat Still 
Eighteen or Twenty Times in Twenty-four Hours, there being, beſides, a. 
Portion 1 1 ime 0 wa n of convenient Men and ing con- 


Nn . . 7 . 5 TAE IS: © of LE Ye 


8 5 * 
; 


| | What Time would i i whe ding to 6 this — 88 
Gallon Still charged with about Thirty. five Gallons of Low Wines? 

Fully ap Hour in the flatteſt Shll le ever ted to/re-commenee 

| the Trade I would uſe a Flar Sil. Sr o Senn 7; 


N "Av wit Ti ime, according to the above Procel e can. a the G Grin be con- 
| verted 1 into Spirits? ; 
3 Five Hours and 2 Half dd bi ſufficient fo 8 100 T'wo  Bolls of / 

Male, when 0 for i mth into Spirits.” | 


Hoy lang did you Sens your Waſh before ane; 

e Ehen e, 
Here you any Means of —— rey thy Effet i is ; wich regard t to 
Wholeſomeneſa in mixing Raw Grain with Malt? 

3 e os by. 5 1 af gave the pi more or leſs Sn 
agreeable Taſte, 1075 20 2 bee en 
as to e „ HG: 225 : 


Is it more p eure aan ger god than inferior Grain, or docs de 
Difference in Price for the inferior Qualit) ' 

_ _* The beſt Grain is always cheaper to the Diltiller, taking every Cir- 
cumſtance into Conſideration ; the Price in the ang nan not 8. 85 in NY 


EL tle I of the Quality.” e 


2 could buy * Weight, and to pay the ſunk Price for the = 
ſame Wei ht — oben Inferior Barley, which would: you prefer? = 
Barley; becauſe I have uni ormly found, that in proportion to 


of Spirits. a 


e ſor Buam 150 Bolls of inferior Barley weighed; a 
3 e . PEER N 
pe ore Sock ure 
ſhorter Time:ramanuſatiure. This Difference in Time and 
— ITS 
a bo n Experene, ne of (good ve, ee 


W 
> OE 


Does it oſten in Wee uf Nei hood, that th 
betraf ni, hurt by the Seaſon, as N er 0 


o purchaſe Bear or Bigg there for the Uſe of the Diſtillery ?? 

br Tee Crops is often Fang the Seaſon, but I never found any Diſ- 1 
eculty in procuring enough ſound Grain, nor did 1 ever Rear that any of 

my Neighbours had any Difficulty. I never refuſed à good Bargain when _ 

it was brought to my Door; but I never ſaw any Scarcity of Bartey fit for . 
malting that grew in my Part of the Highlands, within the legal Line, = 

' Purchaſe, 1 have occaſionally had Barfey from the Lowlands, b . 

from any Want of Barley in the Highlands. Our Grain is as good, and 

N as well got in, e Grain! in the whole Country. EI OE. 


4 


F 
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"Is the Batley, to the North of. you, beben your Net fcb 4 . 
- the Spittal of Glenſhire, often injured by the Seaſons? a IG 

1 ſuppoſe'ſs; becauſe the Farmers. always buy half Comm 8 eds from 
us. Two Miles to the North of Blairgowrie , I believe there is a « greater 
Difference of Climate than between 'Blairgowrie and London. : 


Do the Exciſe Offizer#/in! your Neighbi ar hood! oblige ths Ditnen to 
obey the Reſtrictions of the Law, with keſpect to, the NT, of Sn. . 
and a of Spirits to be diſtilled ? 

I do not ſee that it is in their Power; for eh we were allowed 25 = 
Bolls of Barley made into Malt, and 1,660 Gallons of Spirits fro pt | 
Quantity of Malt, yer when any Diſtiller had malted' 250 Bolls of Bar! 
it was uſual for him, if he thought thar Quantity would = laſt out the Year, 
to enter his Barn as an entered Maltſter, and in that Way make as much 
more Malt as he thought proper. They paid no Duty on the 250 Bolls ; 

but if rhey diſtiled'more they were never checked, nof do I ſee that they. 
Weds er be checked. We paid: che Dory: for the Sörplus Malt, but no 
Surplus Duty upon the Spirits produced from it. Though' we were only | 
allowed 1,660 Gallons of Spirits in the Year, yet, unlefs' we required Per- 
mits for that Quantity; 85 could not diſcover that we Had diſtilled mote: ff 
By ſelling without Permit, our Stock was always kept under the legat | CEE 
' Quantity ; and I never heard of an Inſtance of any eee, •S3ñß , 8 
charged for an en over the "ou . | 


T5 a, 8 ; 7 | 5 g #7 F ; 


Can y you 1 any atm as tothe 8 N Mode of ETSY 
the Duty in the Highlands, that you think could be advaiitageots' ro the 
Revenue and the Highlands? 5 

I am of Opinion, that 10 0 Bolls of Malt ought to be allowed fof 5. 
40 Gallon Still in the Highlands; and I think with that Allowance, Duty 
free, a Still of that Dimenſions might afford a Revenue of J. 66 or 
4+17- 4. per Gallon, provided they are allowed to carry their Spirits to 
any. Marker. It is my Opinion that the Highland Diſtillers, with any , 
could not diſtil more in a Year than I 080 Bolls of Darley. „ 


How many, Bolls of Barley could: a Lonland: Diſtller ann in de ſame - By 
ituation ? % 
On the Suppoſition of their diſcharging their Still Four Tins oP 
Hour, 4,000. I am of Opinion, that Spirits diſtilled from a Mixture of 
Bar Grain, although proper: Pains were taken in drawing off the Foreſhot 
muſt be unpalatable, becauſe many nauſeous Qualities'ate extrafted' boner 
1 Raw Grain when in the Steep or Ciſtern for malting, The Water in 
A ſo impregnated is ho ſeyeral — and that Water has 


A Taſte 
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7 Tate ſomething like Beer, 2 is 


. scorch DISTILLERY.—Appendis/N (A) 


re to be very nouriſning to 
e more e uy 


Cactle—this too ** Account for Raw 


vo you think, ir _ Farbe; was abel into the 80 2 i, . 5 5 * . 


ei the Head Ach? „ 2 


1 never knew it tried. 


| Suppoſing the Waſh to be in a ri State, would not a i very wont Delay 
in uſing it injure its Quality mater 5 by producing an acetous Fermen- : 


1 do not think that One Day, or even Two Days, could materially i in- 


| jure the Waſh ; and from my Experience; One Day, or even more, in any 


"POT T7.9 


eh "No, EY 


eather, cannot prove any material Loſs to the Diſtiller. always had = 
ouſe to Kerp oy: Still going Six Days. 5 


Did you continue che 65 Year to work at the Rate of Lightoen's or 
ee Times per Day? 
I could have done ſo throughout the whole Year.” 


„ NN you confine yourſelf to the . of Malt allowed by Lav ? 
Ment. 


| Dig you limi me Ditilry to the Quay of $7 pirits limited by 


Were the Whole of 5 Spirits you ee ee 8 in the = 
Hi ighland Diſtrict, off were they occaſionally fold in the Lowlands? © 
They were ve chr beg ſold to People of the Lowlands who came 
for them: I can ſa ely ſay, that in the Courſe of Ten Years Buſineſs I did 
not ſel] the Produce of One Year for the Conſumption of the Highland 
Diſtrict; I ſold it within the Diſtriet, bot to bags gr who er t be- 


yond the Line. 


11 you bow: that that was s the Prafi of other DiKillers in n your Dit 


Ver there many unlicenced Stills in your Nay: Es 

-> oi many. —thoſe unlicenſed Stills are between Thin and a For 
Gallons. 

In rene wing the Cs of the Stil, is it not Abend t : vanti 
of the exhauſted Waſh of the former Charge ſhould eff to + un i 


2 of the Still from ſuffering by the Fire; and muſt not this Quan- 
* on acer in Ho to the © Flacneſs of the Still and the Intenſeneſs 


. 5 


© '# 
** 
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make but a ſmall A ance u ottom 
It depends on the TIE of th Bottom, x Me : 
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Do you remember at what Period the Lowland Spirit ts began to be con= 
| dere "lef palatable than thoſe of the Highland Manufacture 

I don't recollect the Period; but about Twelve Years ago the South . 

Country Spirits had the lame bad N they now have. „„ an ” 5 

| Is it not "neceſſary to diſtil a conſ Patt of the $ Spirits Three | - EF 

I . C2rù „% Uo, 

Z the ige, where the Whiſkey is made 1 Tame only. a 


FE * 7 
4 WPF * 38 5 — 


a 


When you "ih to clean your. Worm, do you not occaſionally run off a 2a 
chef of pure Water for that Purpoſe? V 
=—_ ſuppoſe ſuch a Practice might be uſeful, but I never followed it, 


* 
* 


Did you never uſe Iron Works to foeep. your Still when it Was: run 1 
. 3 /) ᷣͥü! kk... ng oe rp 


. Where that is uſed, does it not ſuperſede the Neceſſity of leaving any 
Liquor in the Bottom of the Still? e 5 | 

| f Wich ſuch a Fire as I have uſed when I was quick diſtillin W 15 . 
be prudent to leave ſuch Liquor in w» np 8 [on 


8 N 1 8 


5 
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Do the Higbland Diſtillers, at a greater Distance than you. from the ; 
inc, ſell Spirits to the Lowland People? N „ # ECT: 
There are hardly any licenced Diſtillers in the intermediate Part of | + 
the Highlands; but there are many unlicenſed Diſtillers there, who do ſell . T7 
their Spirits for the Lowland W ) es 7 + 


Have many Diſtillers. given uf fince the laſl VV N 

All, excepting Two, that I know in the Town 45 Dunkeld; thoſe Ling 

- Diſtillers who have in my Neighbourhood given up fince, in the Interval 

from the Time they had Reaſon to believe the preſent Duty was to be imm 
poſed till the Time it was to take Place, diſtilled as great a Quantity of _ 5 

oo Oe they could. „ „ 
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Suoppoling there were 380 Diftilleries j in the Intermediate and Northern „% 
Diſtricts, how many Officers of Exciſe would be neceſſary to collect the „„ 
_ Revenue by Survey in the FllahlandsT or ie Ee oo og 

I would-not wiſh to be One of Six upon One Diſtillery—I think it 
would be very hard Duty. f gr wi fs pg 


. ; 8 . ; 5 , 8 : 3 5 : 5 ID ork 5 I . 
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6 Bo gon wins Spirit Dealer i in e _ 
Called in, 10 lente 


"WHAT is the preſent retail Price of Sele p. per Galen, G Glaſs Proof, i in 
Edinbur we 
From 4 64. to 54. per Gallon, the belt Lowland Spirits. 


Hove) you and other & Spirit Dealers in ane made Affidavit of cha 
| We have. 8 IN 15 VVV 
3 [Affidavit produced and f A hich. it ap ears FER the Wir- 
nes has been a Merchant and Spirit Dealer in Edinburgh Twelve 
C 4 that the pteſent retail Price of Whiſkey in his Shop is from 
441. to 54. per Gallon, Glaſs Proof, according to Age and Quality ; 
\ that this Strength is about C. 25. per Cent, weaker than the Strength 
ol One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, which, at 55. per Gallon, is 


is equal to 6.5. 34, One to Ten over that ; by reducing with Water, 


3 7 may be ſold at any Price, and that the Deponent in this Way 
ſells as low as 3s. and 3s. 4 d. per Gallon, with as good Profit as 


at the Prices above-mentioned. "The 225 Aﬀidavic i is mae TH 
. March 1798] . 


8 R 2 N = Hh 


Have you ever 1 the Wt Price of 10 81000 | Whiſkey 1 in Edin- 


: burgh ſo low as 35, per Gallon, Glaſs Proof, ſince the Licence Duty — | 


the Contents of the Still was increaſed to (. 54. per Gallon ? 
__- "Tneverdid; nor do I think it ever was by any of the Trade. 


* wn you in the Praflice of felling Raw Grain as vel as s Male bebe, 
* SL 


" Hive you e ever Sb or do 4 wk, that nap Grain Spirits are more 
4 


unwhoIſome than Wale made from Malt? 


My own Opinion is, that they are not; but 1 a Variety of 


Opinions. I find chat the better Sort of People, who drink Spirits Aube 


in Water, prefer the Malt Spirits; inferior People, who drink Drams, pre- 


fer the Corn Spirits; but there are Families in * who prefer the 
Corn Spirits even when diluted with Water. 


Does it conſiſt with your Knowledge, 82 the genera] Quality of he 


adopted, when the Diſtillers were under the Survey of Exciſe 
Officers ? 


—. * certainly does conſiſt with my Knowledge, that when the Dinner, 
8 Work 


Lowland Spirits has been much better fince the Licence Duty has been 


* 
* 


score p, LRV“ Ap endix; V a0 | 


worked under the Survey of the Exciſe; they ſent Spirits; to England; where 2 
the Strength only was attended to and not the Quality ; but now being con- 5 
fined to the Scotch Market only, they have ſince that Time paid more 
Attention to the Quality of the e and that! it now is much better ep ; 

| it was berore the Licence Act. 1 „ 

bo not the People i in general drink Lowland 4 Whiſkey i in Preference to 
They do, and as a remarkable Inflance of i it, during the Prohibition be 

the Diſtillery, when the Price of Whiſkey bore a near FAY Rn: to Num, 

e even then preferred | Malt or Corn Spirits to it. p 45 | 


15 not the Price of Grain in Seeed cnafilatty low at tt? „ 
It certainly is, Sur not e in N cannot * to it but . 
Information. 1 pu? e e 

18 not this | in vole of the Cheapnefs of Spirits? 

It is, and by the Spirit Dealers it is conceived, that from the Pitter 
ence in the Price of Grain of laſt Year and the preſent i it makes a Differ- 
ence in the Price of 13 of about 6 4. Per Gallon. 92 5 


A Prices of Spirits 3 in 1 under a conſiderable, Degree 
of Depreſſion from the Introduction of Highland Spirits? 
I do. not conceive that any Quantity of Highland. spirits that come 
| into the Market of Edinburgh tends to lower the Prices, but it muſt leſſ i 
the Demand for Lowland Spirits that mow otherwiſe be conſumed thets;, 


£ . 
1 4 
© 1 £2 . ; - 

. . i 

- i 8 8 5 2 6 
2 * 1 . 8 ? *, 

2 
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Do you know that conſiderable Quantities of Highland Spirits are Pa Fl 
to Edinburgh? ?; , 
I know that there are Perfors who” carry on a conſtant Trade 5 


bringing Higbland Spirits in , ee and e it to PR, 
on others. in Ecinburgh. 5 150 


Do you recollect when the . on | the . pale # was 1 


by the Officers of Exciſe, according to a certain Rate ud Gallon « on the 
"By, "a 


5; do recolle& when the Du was 5 a on the Gallon of Wa t.. 5 by 


* 


1 . as you at that — ts an Aſſiſtant i in the Diſtillery, of Mr, Aichibn, at 
St. Clement's Well, near Edinburgh? 
I was in his Shop at Edinburgh, and had an „eg of er 
0 en Thing relative to that Diſtillery, 1 2 
Were great Finds: comimitea der clas Ge 24 bad the pitth. | 
lets at that Time generally Two Prices, one for Spie legally made, and 
anotl, er for what was ſmuggled ? 3 
At that Time Mr. Atchiſon ſent the Quantities legally wade moſtly 
to England, and the Quantities in Scotland were ſold at a much leſs Price, 
being for the moſt Part without Permit, A much greater Quantity of {! 
Spirits were made for the Engliſh Macket than for the Scotch. Ihe Spirits: 
| ſent to England were run Twice through the Still, and thoſe recained-for 
the Scotch Market, though Twice rectified 2 were not ſo. 899.9 as worker 
are now mr wc the LORIE tags | 


It 
an 
4 
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"*% 
$—4 


„ seo R r pfe-r tt E ee -:(8.) 


Dis the great Body of the Dittillers at at Tine Cömpkam of the OY 
Partial newn tö ſome Traders by the Officers of Exciſe? © © 

; Thire wis a conſiderable Jealouſy among the Diftillers, and eh! con- 
Adered himſelf to be more * handled by the Officers of Exciſe than 


his Neighbour, 


I, ;it generally believed Hit te hy d of Dutch Gin is beſt HY 
newt, F 
5 he Trage or Spirit Dealers do always conceive Gin'to be beſt the 

ſooner it comes into the Country; and it loſes its Quality when 5 and 

bears a leſs Price; it loſes its Flavour that is ſo much liked at firſt. | 


5 What is the Price at which you think Whiſkey may be ſold per Gallon, 
Glaſs Proof, without the Hazard of Competition by illegal Practices at 
Home, or Importation from the Continent? 
| I caanot give any poſitive Anſwer, that being. a Matter of Opinion, 
but that near Edinburgh there is very little illegal mportation of Forei 
Spirits, or illegal Diſtillation of Britiſh Spirits. I do not think that 24.8 
is much Danger of any Increaſe of S hls from Abroad during the 
War, there being ſo many Cruizers on the Coalt for the Protection of 
Trade ; but on the Return of Peace, I am of Opinion that there would be 
an Inereaſe even at the preſeot Price of Whiſkey. 5 


What price did you pay the bine for thoſe Spiries ye you mentioned, the 


"retail Price? 
. 104. to 45. per Gun ne in Ten under Hydromerer Proof. 


Was not the Price of Spinnt as high whe the Duty was only L. 3- 
per Gallon on the Contents of che Still as it is now, and the Price of Grain 
as low or lower than it is now? _ 

Ikt was hot; the Price, to the beſt of my Recollection, paid to is Dit. 
tiller at that Time, was from 25. 44. to 2 5s. 84, per Gallon, One in Ten 
under Hydrometer Proof. . The Retail Price was from e to 37, 44. 


Glaſs Proof, 

By the Expreſon of Malt FEET ad you mean Highland Spirits W 

| No, I meant the beſt Lowland Spirits. There is a Deſcription of Diſ- 
tillers in the Lowland Diſtrict, who are underſtood to diſtil from Malt, 
and their Spirits are generally thought to be of a better Quality, and 

fetch a better Price; from 24. to 4d. per Gallon is the Difference between 
"thoſe Spirits and ſuch as are underſtood to be made chiefly from Grain, 

or from a ſmaller Proportion of Malt; ſometimes 1 * known the Two | 

| Kind of Spirits bear an equal Price. © 


Do you mean that no Diftiller, ler in be Highlands or + Lonlands _ 
makes Spirits from Malt alone? 
; _ My Meaning i is confined to the Lowlands alone. 5 


. Do you retail any real Highland Spirits? 
I never fold any to the beſt of my Knowledge. 


* Do you north that the real Highland Spiths are rer to the 
_ Lowland Th fp 
* of * prefer generally the Lomland Spitc, ahh 


7 
8 * 
: 


lands, to have a e F lavour. 


Whether 3 you on at has thi Mode of collecting d ale ca ER 8 zeile 5 
by Survey, or from the Contents of the Sell, will probably Have” the Bet: : 


800 oon D 1s 711 L E 2 pendi 


didined with Water, but 1 Highland: Spirits er 1 ine © Highland 
Spirits, when diluted with Water, are. OY 15 the N of the 1 | L {RUE 


De PRs . * #* 4 ve? * 
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ol producing the beſt Spirit? 


If the Duty could be folly and fairly collected by Survey, as the 
Diſtiller would not be hurried 10 'hik Operation, I ſhould ſuppoſe that he 
would give more Attention to the Quality of the Spirit, and it would con- 

ſequently be better; but as I conceive it to be impoſſible to guard againſt. 


Evaſions and Frauds, I do imagine, that in order to carry theſe on, and 50 


the Eye of the Exciſe Officers, the Diſtiller would be driven to Means of 
carrying on thoſe Evaſions that would tend to make the Spirits worſe 
than they are at e e under the Annual Licence on TE, e x the 


Still. Dp: ED 12257 LIN 
Ho long was you 1 wah Mr. Artig in 1 diſtilling By- 
| ſinefs, and what Proportion of his Spirits do 8 ne paid Duty? 

I think Three 
paying Duty. I was connected with him from 515 0 Fe 1 but . 
0 n "Knowledge of the Buſineſs rill 178 1. 


| When you faid that the Lowland Wich 100 


was CEO to 
when they bore nearly an equal Price, what was the Strength of the 
compared to that of the Whiſkey? 


The Strength of the Rum mi ght be about One in Fifteen under Hy- 


drometer Proof, and the Price 16. mort Gallon—that of the Whiſkey about | 


One i in Six under enen Proof, and the Price 10s. per Gallon, 


What Effects do you think the Uſe of the Hydrometer has, or may have, 
in preventing Frauds againſt the Revenue? 


J chink the Hydrometer furniſhes the : beſt Check againſt Fraud, | 


where the: Revenue: is collected on the Gallon of Spirits; but the Eva- 
ſions before-mentioned were practiſed by Mr. Aitchiſon, both before the 
Uſe of the Hydrometer and after it; and I believe that ſimilar Evaſions of 
Duty were practiſed in almoſt every other Diſtillery at that Time, Mr. 


Aitchiſon, in fact, found no Difficulty in making the Spirits without Duty; © 

the chief Difficulty he found was carrying them co Market, and this led to 
a different Manner of carrying on his Trade, the Purchaſers coming to his 

Diſtillery, where he ſold the Spirits at an inferior Price, and they took the 


Riſk of their Carriage ; they took away the Spirits 1 in the ns 


2 How many Officers were at that Time conſtantly ſtationed at his Dit. 
lery ? 
f When the 8 firſt took place, there was, to the beſt of my 


Recollection, only One; but the Number was increaſed to Four or Five by 


the Addition of Expectants or Watchers, who watched by Rotation both 


Night and Day; and at laſt, by the Change of Officers, he was ſo cloſely - 
watched that the Evaſions were prevented, while other Diſtillers were not 


ſo cloſely watched ; and this was the Occaſion, I believe, of his coming to 


London, where he contributed much in bringing about the preſent Act. . | 


5 825 the whole, nt uy a 8 . wn 8 be W watched, 


vet 


oy. : 


urths of all the Spirits made by him were ſold withour- 
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7 due, it was the Duty of 
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le of the Country. 


| When theſe Evaſions were e praiſed, was the Waſh ok an Ac- 7 
count of? 


1 cannot Ss that Gt my Reſidence not being # at the Diſ⸗ : 


Officer to do ſo. ; 


1 f they had done Þ, ſt it not hve had the Effect 7 preventing 


Evaſions in a great Degree? . 
I knew when they ſucceeded or t when hey did not ſucceed i in n evading. 


the Duty, but I did not know how they were carried on. 


. Do you ſuppoſe, from the Circumſtances that _ have: occurred to you 
our ” Trade, that Spirits are more an diſtilled now hah hey were 


— re the Licence Duty was impoſed? 
It is the univerſal e ; 


11 it not the Practice to ſell Spirits reduced by Water, to r 7 


ſome Ingredients to give it the Appearance of being Glaſs Proof? 
I never did mix any Thing but Water with Spirits, nor did I ever. 
put in any Thing to give them the Appearance of any greater Strength 
than they really were; I have reduced them by Water as low as 1 in 3 
under Hydrometer Fes my then ot did not bear any eee of 


> 


| Glaſs Proof. 5 
> Wi 
bean | Adjourned ll Monday 
eee mt. 
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= 10 o⁰ Bo * A an. Ee. ee 
Again called in, and examined, | COUT Des. 


FS 


| HAYE x you prepared Anſhers to the « poſtponed Queſtions? 


[Same delivered i in, an and read as follows : . 


5 


« Was there any Wee « on ths Deg aridieg 7 As the Scotch 
Breweries during that Period (i. e. of the Prohibition of Diſtillery) and 
what was the Amount of ſuch Increaſe ? 

In Scotland in general, and including e the Amount 2 5 
the Brewery Duties, was, in the Year ons. FE = 19 

2» July: 1755 yo 50,555 
4 585 — 55 59, — 
Bin 3 _ © 75498 | 5 5 . 


. What Number * Gen were ed in Bs Diſtrict i in 1786 "0 

In the Lowlands, in the Year ending th July 1787, 251 Stills, con- T 
taining 38,98 2 Gallons. In the 1 95 in . Oy 0 362 or 
containing I 2,797 U | 8 


1 
5. 8 ; 


« What was the 8 of the Ria for that Year, ſpecifying the | — 
Amount from the Lowland and Highland Diſtricts:? Er wm 
&* In the Lowlands, in the Year ending 5th July 1797» £ 475156, EL 
Groſs, —In the Highlands, D* Year, C. 12, Ts Groſs, 


« What Number of Gallons were entered i in each Diſtri, reſpeRtively, 
during that Year (1788?) _ 

In the Lowlands, in the Year ending 5th July 178 9, 153 Stills, con- 
taining 8,756 + Gallons, In the * in D* VWs. 450 * con- 
taining 908: en 5 | 


2 * as was the Revenue for that Year, in the Lowland and Highland | 
„ Lowlands, in the Year endin 0 Ju 178; 0 Groſs. 1a. 5 


4 What Number of Gallons were entered i in | each Dili for 1 
Tear (1793?”) _ 
F; Lowlands; i in Pos lr 5h July. 1 I 29 Stills, ea 


8 — K n 0: N wo , * . N . 1 5 


4 4 


[1 +> U & 
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What 


— — E 4% N . 
r + m 


incluſive, at 4 18 per Gallon per Annum. 


tober 1797, 940 Gallons, 


„ cations for Spe anon Licentes, | in the Year from iſt December 


of SCOTCH DISTILLERY,—A 


What was the Amount of the Revenue, . — hw 3 


the eee and Highland Diſtricts? 
« In Lain i Year ending th Ty 179% r fe 96,293 o In 


Highlands, D*, C. 16,76 1 I, 


„ What Number of Gallons were << in each Dittrict for . 
and what was the Amount of the Revenue for that V ſpecifying the 


f | Amount for each Diſtrict ? 


In Lowlands, in the Year ending ho July 1795, 1 3 3 Stills, containing 


8 14,8 52 Gallons, Duty J. 121,077 Groſs. In Highlands, * 3406 Stills, con- 


ng 8 8 0 Gallons, Duty L. 18,946 D*. 5 | 
% What was the Number of Gallons wad 7 in. 8 13 1 


20th January, the 1oth June, the 10th Auguſt, and the 1oth of October : 


17 | 
; « On 20th anuary 1797 e 674931 FANONSs, 
Iloth June — 3491 _ 5 
die Keie / 1g 
10th October . 3979. 5 


ct What was the 1 of the Rc: on the . Diktileries 


| from the 1ſt of November 1796 to the 10th of Otober 1797 ? 


* Groſs Produce was . 230,309, 7%: 0 4 


„ What would have been the Amount 5 that 83 from the ſt of 
November 1796, to the 10th of October 1797, if the Number of Gallons 


entered on the 1ſt of November 1796 had continued to pay Dy, until 


10th October 1797, according to the reſpective Duties? 
« 9,233 Gallons, from iſt November to 28th Mea :mber 179%, both Days 


. 0 e 
5 ee 1. ls 17 
| Dr Gallon FEE 1 | Epos 1ng6 E 
incluſive, to 10th October 1797 329, 303 16 mh 
exclulive, at C. 84 8 Galen " n aa. ro 
2 13 FL | = 


en What was the l of Gallons entered. i in i hs Highland Diarict 


on the 20th January, the 10th June, the 10th. Avguſt, and 10th Haar 


1797 ? | 
as popes | in Highland Diftri& on 20th January, _ zoth Tune 1797, 
10,029 ( Gallons ; in on 10th Auguſt, and 40th, October 1797. Wo | 
Gallons, —Entered in - era Dili on 1 e and 1 +98 Oe- 


Wbat was the Amount of the Kai Tee ; the Highan 
Diſtillery, from 1ſt December 1796 to 10th October 17977 

* Groſs Produce of Highland Diftlleres, £. 23963 Ty Th of 

intermediate Ditto, £3 1,890. p 


N. B. It appears from Papels and Boards e that 3 Alu- 


* 5 
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6 N is the Length of the Line hich ſeparates the Intermediate/Diſ- 
trict from the Lowland Diftria ? CE oe ri ride? 
ck to Dumbarton, Down, 


« This Liue runs from North of Gre, 
| Perth, 1 K. and 222 Old 3 and yy be | in nog _ 


7 _ 1 3 7 1 8 - . 7 4 INS 9 Xt 2 kt 50 L F 5 | q L, 2% * 8 
Os Bo KS CIT 7 C 5 3 3 „F. WF 4 5 
7 5 1455 r . $7 8 8. 1 


F the Line which ſeparites the Int ume 1 from. 


F 
3 Þ 


« Whites hs Laien 
the Highland Diſtrict ? : J 

% This Line runs from Loch: Crinan to Inverury, Kc. (as deſcribed i in 
Sear, 37 Geo. WH. e. TY. to 4 Sea at Findhorn, and N be | in akon. oi 


0 © What a are veil Been Diſtances ere le wine, which "TBI * 
Intormedions Diſtrict from the Lowland Diſtrict, and the Towns of Glas ow, 
— Greenock, and the . Coaſt of Air, and 3 re _ 
UE E | 
22 m7 To o Glaſgow | — 14 Miles. 5 5 
TE - Paiſley INN = 7: $6 Mike 71 25” 
| Oppolc Coal of Air- - 22 Miles by Ses. 
2 Wige 's 35 Miles IF Sea. 1 A 
4 What are che besen Didtinces bank the Line which 1 x the 
seed be from the Highland Diſtrict, and the T owns of bd Pe th, 
Dundee, Montroſe, and Aberdeen? 5 


4 To Stirling — 7 Miles ha 1 Intermediate, | 5 
, re W936 <6 \s 16 Miles from Highland, 95 . 

45 Perth 5 2 „ 3 Mun om, Intermediate. a HR Fi 
„ Fa g 5 5. 5 \ Intermediate... . gb + In « ide 
FFF | VV 5 3 12 os | | Highland, ce vs ef Df 8 
fa 1 8 | 16, | 5. ieee 15 ” f 5 $73 | EE 1 e 
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{[Cercified Copy 7 delivered in 25 0 5 
on the. 


3 l > CC 
elcoldiion which you wall of che 'Quanti ae 0 Sp rits which 
could be thrown off in a certain” Time, did you inelude the > Differenes 
which would ariſe from the Neceſſity of leaving a certain Quantiry "of Li- 
quor' in the Still hen moſt of it was thrown off ? ales 

I had no dae Knowledge on this Subject, never Wynn teen 4 Still 
charged or dj charged in the rapid aer 1 have formetly ed —- 
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l. pantity, "which | it might be neceſſary to leaye in the Bottom of the 
5 7 * underſtand that. with. Diſtillers in general, that Quan- 


and of a few, Perſons,. poſſeſſed of great 


keonceive i it to be an eſſential Article in the; Agriculture of theſe Countries | 
o raiſe Barley or Bear within their own. 


WO and er Rane on Lite, LN X 


SER Scotland, have taken place 
© Barley in the diſtant and mountainous Parts of Engla and Wales, and 


Cirepmliagee, is, in England the Conſumption; from the 
L bs 46 inferior Burl f. den the « Hightind Ditiia uſed to. any Ex ” "bj y 


ee en } £7 


ic = 
2 oy into the Still were marked. off, except; a very 


tit is by no Means large; but this Queſtion cg be I 


| n, the proper Officers wha eramine the Stils. af 


Wooldd not throwing the Trade into the Hands of a ke — 5 Diſillen, 


who would probably reſide in a few Places in the e; mm them a great 


3 dy ofecn 


It certainly wovld have theſe Effects, and I eat think, if the " Rk 
Syſtem. is continued, and the Duty on the Stills Content conßderably ad- 


Power over the Grain Market even in the North, and 


lower the Price of Grain? 


Punced, and made payable before Hand by Inſtalments, there would be 


a great Danger of Monopolies being eſtabliſhed in the Diſtillery Buſineſs, 
or Credit, becoming the 
1 00 both * * NR of: n $ 40} 5 ha; Price of Spirs in in 10 dot 


oj 8 5 
2 n 4X * 8 
. 3 af 
po A. 5 * 0. L 4 2 S 2 q 2 4 43 . # 1 * ** 


Peg 


Would not theſe & cee 1 the ring of Mr or Bear 


ö in the poorer Countries? 


They certainly would have that Effect. PER TOE, 


1 not the "raiſing of Barley and Be 1 TY very efcncial 1 in the 
Agriculture of the poorer Countries? 
From every Information I haye received, as well from. Manas Books, 


g 0 K. wy a Rs 46 x fan 


a 4 1 4% eh. 75 OF 


The Diſtillery of England "ws unde ond to be 5 re RD to a 


ſmall Number, Ae thoſe eren only in London, with the Exception of 


One at Briſtol and One at Maidſtone, have you heard chat thoſe Effects, 
which you' think would ariſe from reducing the Number of Diſtillers in 
in England, ſo as to diſcourage the ED 8 o 


generally to reduce the Price of it?: 8 8 
I have not heard that they have, and I aſcribe it to th v Gluſe, that 
Scotland is a leſs extenſive Country than England, and poorer. Another 
Diſt ſtillery bears no 


c from te Sages of e and Pe Reverſe 1 is the 


FE: 25 1 44 7 2 r 1 7 + 5 1 


che great Diſtillers | in the Lowlands ? e 
I know it is uſed by ſeveral Diſtillers, who get Barley 
Dundee, Montroſe, and Aberdeen, but. I cannot f 


peak to the Extent. 1 


conceive that a Part of the Barley that comes from theſe Parts is produced 
in the Incermediate _ Highland, Diftrits,; but of late Lnodetand e 1 
hals inferior Barley is uſed by the Lowland Pils 
' Do you 15 es * conkiderable Qua of — from 
h Baghed is. purchaſed. by the Lowland. Diſtillers mie 6 
1 Ken chere has bern 8 Ter oniendle Nase of go 


ee 
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brought from England Annually, bomb fh the Uſe of che 'BiRil and ths 
Brewery, and that when nod hardy is s malted i in Nt mam it e ae | 
tow of Ken 2 e e ee eee wry” e e 11 
l . * 13 1 Fx REA ve yo 5 
- Has thaw ever ori! any Ces 6f DiRilters! or othis Men, whiel 
has enabled them in fact to keep down and preſeribe the Price of Barley ? 
I do not know in fact that ſuck a Combination has exiſted ſoas to pro- 
duce that Effect, but I have had frequent Opportunities of hearing Com- 
plaints from the Farmers in different Parts of Scotland, that fych Com- = 
inations had been ariſe: l che Diſtillers, Auck in ſorne De ree among 


1 145 5 ” 
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I che Diner) b Buſineſs was to o fall into is {few Hlindv who might attemipt 
to keep down the Price of Barley, would not the Demand, for the Pargoſ ES 
of brewing, in a great Meaſure tend to defeat ſuch an Attempt? TY 
It certainly would to a conſiderable Extent, but how far would depend 1 
upon a Number of accidental Circumſtances, reſpecting the State of the 

Diſtillery and GY of the ROE a the A the . of which 25 
0 be various. % ß . 


Wben the Price of 13 in 3 1 to eo 8 which t the 
Law permits its Exportation, is there not a conſiderable Demand ſor i it in 
Holland, or in other Countries on the Continent? _ - „ 5 
1 underſtand; at all Times when the Ports are open, therw e „„ 
= ag Demand Th. it in e eee ws} in e en e 
r Be th 


Fg 


71 it your 1 if weh a FT a ig as you have e aſi _ 
rake place, ſo as to reduce the Price of Barley, the Growth of the Lowlands, 
that this would ſenſibly operate N in eee the Price of interior Danler 5 
grown in the Highland Biſtrick ? . 
T think it would, in proportion 1 wha Entenc ofihe; Demand which 15 
; might. take binge for. ſuch Barley from the Highlands ſor the Uſe of the 
Lowland Diſtillers. I have e pork _— is ohne e's 25 a e at 
praſent uſed i in the Lowlands... 7. wa dl 126 4 „„ 


1s it not generally 1 3 4 Fat tho Hom 40 the. * . 
or Prejudice, the Mieten cannot ud OY vichout the Vie ; 


of Spirit ? 
It is ſo ſuppoſed generally, but Ii imagine a great Geal depends. upon 
Habit; and if the Uſe of Spirits was to be al er aboliſhed in the 125 


lands, the Inhabitants would ſtill exiſt in the Maaner as the Inhabi- 

tants of the interior Parts of Wales, many Parts of Cumberland and Weſt-; 
moreland, where the Uſe of Spirits; as Tos informed, is almoſt together - 
unknown. I have Copies of Two Reports by the Board of Exciſe in Scot 
181 to the e n of the rec on. 20 9770 e 15 5 15 


lsawe delivered j in and red] ls 6 {2 " ee ef >! 10 05 Pa 


"OL 


Dia you underſtand; In” the Dinah ob iche 190 5 52 35 
Manner in which Spirits are thrown off, that that we pi can take 55. 
when the Still is pe charged, NP where there'ls fanny atk oF, 


ay & | RB. 


Wa 2 
I did underſtand that this Praftice e hes whole . 
oy charged, by which 1 mean with that Quantity of Low Wines or 
aſh which the Diſtiller found it moſt his Intereſt to put into the Still, 


| bur whether Two Thirds or Three Fourths of the Contents of the Still, or 
5 in what other en! cannot preciſely lay. Day Fi we: 


Did you underſtand chat chis Practice could take dar ah Frey 8 

Stills are uſed, with all the Improvements on them, or ooly where 
forizontal Pipes or other illegal Practices are introduced ? e 

Ins the Diſtillery I alluded to I underſtood, and I think I have formerly 

that there were no horizontal Tubes or illegal Practices then 

in uſe; and I find, upon examining the Drawing of theſe Stills, that no 

| Fes horizontal. Tubes or illegal Apparatus appears there, and to that 

8 IS beg Leave to n as ends the beſt A 1 can ee 5 


lbmsing en. . 


As 3 the reſent Law the Diſtillers hs 10 7 he high Dy are ex · 
5 ſrom the Control of the Exciſe as to Permits, and allowed to permit 
0 their own Spirits, if the Licence Duty ſhould be continued without any 
Check, and much increaſed, is there not Reaſon to apprehend that licenſed 
Diſtillers will take Concetns and unlicenſed Stills in the Names of poor 
People, who have nothing to loſe, and permit theſe ſmuggled Spirits as Part 
of their own Stock, and conſequently defraud the Revenue? 

Such Diſtillers being completely exempted from all Control of the 
Exciſe, except as to the Examination of the Size of their Stills, and the 
Materials with which they are charged, no Stock whatever being kept upon 
their Spirits, nor an ee Permit required for ſending them out, that 

being done by the Diſtiller's own Certificates, I apprehend there would be 
Danger if the Duty was much increaſed, and the total Want of Checks 
continued, of licenſed Diſtillers receiving into their Cuſtody Spirits ille- 
gally diſtilled, and of protecting them in their Removal, by the Abuſe of 
_ their own Certificates: But the ſame Sort of Fraud was practiſed at Briſtol 
by the Diſtillers there, 1 the Duty was there levied by Survey on 
the Low Wines and Spirits before the Duty on the Waſh took place. At 
the Time when theſe Frauds at Briſtol were practiſed, the Duty was charged 
on the Low Wines and Spirits, according to'certain preſumptive Propor- 
tons from the Waſh, but the Diſtillers were then under ſtrict Survey, an 
Aecount kept, or ought to have been kept, of their Stocks of Spirits, and 
Excite Permits required for every Gallon ſent out, by which Checks it 
might have been preſumed much leſs Fraud could have been committed 
by Diſtillers in that Situation, than by Diſtillers near gps Oy a V Licence, ; 
where no Stock f is M no Exciſe Permit Reit, 6 a 


Would there not be a aber Probability of x envi 0 e 
of illegal Diſtillers, if legal Diſtillers were leattered over he whole' Coun- 
try, and not confined to a few Places? 

Ly enerally found that the licenſed Diftitlers i ES wire 
+4 co illicit Diſtillers, and . exerted themſelves in ſup- 
— ng them ay r as in by Power within their own Bounds, of 
courſe, ine wer in the affirmativ 
. the «Highlands e, e, in ſo far as te- 
5 "Are | 
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3 the Spirits diſtilled by the great - Diſtillers i in the South.reckonedt 
cal, ee with good Highland Whiſkey f ? 
I have underſtood that in the Highlands, the Spirits diſtillod by the - 
reat Diſtillers in the. South are not reckoned ually wholeſome and pa- 
| gear! with good Highland Whiſkey ; but this O inion does not prevail 
generally in the Lowlands, particularly as to the Uſe 
kept my Length of Ti ws, or. made into Punch or Op. 3 


3 c: 0 TCH-D 18 TI LR 


Do you know. of any Country i in Europe where Diſtillers. are ee 
to work againſt Time, and not ſuhjected to the Inſſ ction of the Revenue 


Officers, excepting the Lowland Diftric of Scotland? 


T know very litile of the Diſtillers of other 8 To accord- 5 


io to Py. beſt Information * eee is ee to the Lowinnds 
Wire. = - 5 


| Adjourned cl re 0-morrow Morning, 


SLES BASSES 


Auris 1. die Mail, 179. 
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JohN BONAR, Eſquire, 
Agincalled in, and examined. | 


HAVE there: not bean, at different Tin imer, — — e by Diſt | 


lers and other Perſons, Purchaſers of - Grain, of Combinagon: 1 the 
Farmers to raiſe the Price of Grain? „ 
I certainly have heard frequently of ſuch Complaines. .. 


3 


5 x would wiſh to add to my Examination of Yeſterday, ike thor 
whe brewing and diſtilling Intereſts are oppoſite to each other, and that this 
Circumſtance muſt have an Effect upon the Price of Barley: I would wiſh 

| alſo to add | to ol; Examination of Yeſterday, the n een 5 
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Averace. of Malt conſumed in Engliſh Brewery 1 5 2 5 2,33 3.33 2 Qrs. = 
Average * - ia Scors'- D*i- = = - $2,611 &. 


Average of Malt or Grain in Engliſh Diſtillery - 300,00 Qrs. 


. Sen D* -| - = Joo000 Os. 


Have you been informed that the Breweries in England have, ſince the 
Years you have mentioned, produced a much larger Sum of Money than 
I made ſome Enquiry what Effect the Prohibition of the Diſtillery bad 
on the Brewery of England, and I was informed that the Prohibition had 
not the Effect of increafing the Amounts in England in the ſame Propor- 
tion as I have ſtated for Scotland, but ſince the Prohibition was taken off, 

1 have alſo been informed that the Brewery Amounts of England have in- 
creaſed conſiderably, but I cannot ſpeak preciſely to what Extent, not having 
had an Opportunity of examining the Annual Accounts for theſe Years, 
preſented to the Houſe of Commons, e e 


Is there not a greater Proportion of Barley or Bear, com pared with other 
5 (particularly Wheat) raiſed in general in Scotland than in 
England 7 ” . 
of underſtand there is, but I am by -no Means poſitive, and ſpeak with 


1s it not much more difficult, in many Parts of Scotland, to convey Grain 
(for Example, Barley) to any conſiderable Diſtance than it is in England, 
on Account of the Badneſs of the Roads in the firſt Country, and the Good- 


neſs of the Roads and Number of Canals in England ? 


That muſt depend very much on loca] Circumſtances, becauſe in 
many Parts of Scotland Barley can be carried from the Place of its Growth, 
either by Land or Water, almoſt as eaſily as in many Parts of England, but 
in many Places in Scotland it is the Reverſe. 5 — 


Is it not probable, from all theſe Circumſtances, that creating a Mono- 
poly of the Diſtillery Buſineſs in England may have leſs pernicious Effects, 


with reſpect to the landed Intereſt and Farmer, than the ſame Circum- 


—.,., — // 2 ̃ ̃ 0 and ACEH 
Taking all the Circumſtances that I have ſtated, in my Examination 
of this Day and Yeſterday into Conſideration, I incline to think there is 
Jeſs Danger in England of theſe Effects, from a Monopoly in the Diſtillery 


Buſineſs, than would probably take place in Scotland in the preſent 
Situation of that Country, 7 yy C wm 


Were the Frauds which you have mentioned againſt the Revenue, by 
the Diſtillers at Briſto), in any Degree obviated by a ſubſequent Alteration 
of heLaw in England? 7 

I cannot ſpeak as to England but from Hearſay ; but I am of 
Opinion clearly, and know it to be the Fact, that in Scotland, when the 
Law was altered in November 1784, the Duty laid on the Gali'on of Waſh, 
and the Uſe of the Hydrometer legalized, a very effectual Check was given 
to Frauds, and had the ſame Syſtem not been cut ſhort on the 5th 5 July 


1756, 
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_ a very conſiderable 1 Increaſe of b Revepue- f muſt have! riſer fr in it 
before this Time. ten ee e e ee 
A. v3.8 # 7.2 — 4 x 4 4 5 ; 85 = gry: 185 


Before his Gee AR nooks rr flow "A e any a en- 
joyed by Individuals exempting them from Exciſe Duties; and did the 
Board of Excife earneſtly recommend, at differant '[imes,' the e of | 
all ſuch local Exemptions as deſtructive of the Revenue? | 
I know of none but the Privilege enjoyed of diſtilling Spirits on the 

Lode of Ferrintoſh, upon Payment of a very ſmall Compoſition Annually, 
and the Commiſſioners 185 Exciſe, for many Years, repreſented its pernicious 
Effects on the Revenue, before it was a ee 15 ee ace, hs 

Authority of Porliament i in 1784. 21 

When the At paſo "De fulpending yy Diſtillery i in by ves were any 
Returns made of the Quantity of Malt in the Hands of the Highland 
Diſtillers; and did it appear that ſome of them, after having wrought their 
Still Eig he Months, had in their Poon more than the . allowed . 
by Lab the whole Year? 5 
This did appear to be he” Fact in ſimi ſow Lobel; e e to 
the Papers or Returns laid before the _ wy gle NO. eee at 5 
preſent, — thoſe Inſtances. e 


Do you know that many Highland Diſtillers have been charged wich 
a Surplus Duty, and have paid it ? 

I know that ſeveral Highland Diſtillers have been char d Duty. on 
their Surplus Malt, and I have been informed, within theſe few Days, that 
Highland Diſtillers have alſo been charged Duty on their Surplus Spirits, 
but whether paid or not I cannot ſay—and a more preciſe Anſwer to this 
Queſtion will be given in the Account of all ſuch ag , e 
is | coming up from the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, | 5 


Do you know that any Perſon has been . for cating Highland 
Whiſkey in the Lowlands? | 
I do not know of any ſuch Inſtance, though I know that in Edin- 
burgh, Perſons who — 2 advertiſed to ſell good Highland Whiſkey, | 
were intended to be proſecuted on ſuch Advertiſement ; but on Enquiry it 
was found, that they received their Spirits not from the Highland Diſtrict, 
but from ſome remote Parts of the Lowiand DiſtriQ, where the wn Dury 
had been e 5 


| 4 E 
1 N 


"Do you kw = 6 any „ Highland Diſtller who 10 1 0 8 for - 
uſing Extra Quantities of Malt, or carrying. it from the Low Countries 
into 1 Highlands? * 

I know that ſeveral Highland Diſtillers how been proſeeuted before ö 
the Juſtices, for the Recovery of the Duty on the Surplus Malt, and there 
ate Two Proſecutions now pending in the Exchequer againſt Highland 
Diſtillers, for buying and uſing Grain the Produce of the Lowlands, Ds 


What is Mr. Corbet's Situation in the Exciſe F 
ie is now Collector of Exciſe at Glaſgow, and has berg ſo for 65 
above a Ten. pefore Tur ** was One of the youu: bros Dotearmcr of 
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wy _ A not, where does it appear to you that the Difference lies ? 
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Do you 77 him to be 4 Perſon capable, from his Talents, of . 
2 jn Opinion of the Subject of his Letter referred to this Sommitiee, 


and as having had ample Opportunities of k10wing the Facts? 
8 1 conſider him Gr be à very intelligent and experienced Officer, 
having had much Opf Oortunity of knowing Facts on that wer ts and 


being very * to forma Jet Ops” 


Can you inform the Semen of the Quintin of Dury A5) b 
on the Gallon of Spirits, at the Diſtillery at Arn e e was INT 


under Survey for ſeveral Months laſt Year? 
cannot, and I do not know whether, in 1 455 Pact, it was oy 
"do Survey, or if it was, for what Reaſon.—1 wrote ſome Time a 


ONO on that Zuse but have ha received no Anſwer. | 


5 Who informed you, that at Cannon Mills they maſhed 160 Quaners per 
** T 
mo formerly ined; that 1 my joldrination of the 000 at Cannon 
Mills originated from a Perſon not at all connected with the Revenue, but 


| who told me he had practical Knowledge of theſe Circumſtances.; and this 


being in the Nature of an Information officially communicated to me, 
1 would wiſh to know whether I am at Liberty to name the Informer. So, 


Committee deliberate lerer ane ee al To-morrom, 


| Adjourned ell Te- mono Morning. 


# 


3 
1 8 | | ; „ Og SO 
_ Mercurii, 2* die Maii, 1798. 


"DEBATE ae Mr. Bonan's Anſwer - to Queton 1 rad 


Mr. Bojan called in, and Gay and «7 he withdrew, 


U 


.” - Reſolved, That Mr. Bon an be not called pam ' - 
from whom he received the ſaid Information. 0 | 2 he Perſon - 


Mr, Bonar called in, * acquainted therewith, ; and further exa- 


7 mined. 


Do you __ Ts 8 which the Diſtrict of Ferrintoſh en- 
Joyed ormerly, and the Regulations of the R Law with regard to 


ricts, in the ſame View z or, 


0 


* 
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I do not conſider ahenr? in the ſame View: by any Means, becauſe the 
Ferrintoſh Privilege was enjoyed by a Grant of a very old Date to an in- 
dividual Family, upon Payment of a very-trifling Compoſition, and with- 
out any legal Reſtrictions or - Limitations, other than it was originally in- 
tended to be confined to the Diſtillation of Grain produced upon the Lands 
ol Ferrintoſh; but the Caſe of the Highland and Intermediate Diſtriets 
is adjuſted by late and poſitive Laws, — ſubjected to a Variety or” Re- 55 
gulations for the Security of the Revenue, and to een Abuſes. . 


Whether the great 8 of che Revenue from. the Brewery of 8857 
land, during the Prohibition of the Diſtillery in Scotland, e o . 
ing to the improved Method of ſurveying the Brewery? #7 
I conſider it might in Part, becauſe that Syſtem was Fe in EL 
the Country Collections a little previous to the Prohibition of the Dif- 
tillery, and I have no Doubt that in ſome Degree contributed to the Riſe 
of the Amounts during theſe Years, though I muſt aſcribe the pee "qr 
do the Scareity and high Price of ne Liquors. 


| It appearing from the Papers and W before His 8 5 

the Number of Gallons licenſed far. the Lowlands was very greatly de- 
_ creaſed after the Increaſe of the Duty laſt Year ; do you infer from thence, 
that the Demand for Lowland Spirits was proportionally diminiſhed, or 
that the Demand continued the ſame; but that by the Introduction of a 
quicker Mode of Diſtillation, the ſame Quantity could be pr from 
a diminiſhed aggregate Capacity of the Stills employed? 

I do not think it was owing to the diminiſhed Demend for, and Cons 5 
ſumption of Lowland Spirits in the Lowlands, but to the very improved 
Manner and great Celcrity of working adopted by many it not moſt of 
the Lowland Dittillers; and I form ;ny. Opinion upon the following Cir- 

camftances : Firſt, That when in Auguſt and September 1795, the Scotch 
Diſtillers were, by an Indulgence of the Treaſury, allowed 'One Month 
to work from Malt only, after the Prohibition had taken Place in England, 
it is an undoubted Fact, that the Quantity of Spirits diſtilled during that 
Month exceeded by Three, Four, or Five Times the Quantity that had 
formerly been diſtilled from licenſed Stills in the like Period. 2dly, When 
the Prohibition was taken off, the Lowland Diſtillers in Scotland began 
immediately to work as hard as they could under the C. 18. Licence Duty, 
from an Idea that generally prevailed of the Duties being to be very con- 
ſiderably increaſed ; and under that £. 18. of Duty, a very large Stock of 
Spirits was made before the additional Duty of C. 36, commenced ; and 
Zdaͤly, That ſince the laſt additional Duty was enforced, the Rapidity of 
working has increaſed beyond all former Conceprion ; and, as: I believe 
it is ſtill continued by many Diſtillers, a very large Stock of Spirits muft* 

be upon Hand, ſufficient, according to the beſt information I have lately 
reecived, to ſupply the Conſum N of the Lowlands of Scotland for Si 
_ Months at leaſt, 1 the 1ſt of May, ſuppoſing the Diſtillery ſhould to- 

rally ceaſe. Having ſtated theſe Circoniltehera, I do not aſcribe it to any 
great Increaſe from the ſmuggling of Spirits from the Highland or Inter- 


Joie Diſtrids into the a doving the an * en al- . 
ude to. je | 
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the CO of Spirits in Scotland, if the Pen Law ee I — 
8 2 N without 


In your Opinion; what would be oh Ea, ee 1 to inerrahneg ; 


* 1 GY l om e - 
- = * Fes 9 — © , — rs d Fn —_ fa oY 1 - - 
Coed PE, Lai one: FE N do; ECC ͤ bbb 
1 v * n n M's » q 


„ /$SCOTCHDISTILLERY,—Appendix, Nr. (ah 
without any Check upon the Quantity of Spirits .diftilled, firſt to th . 


loth of October next, and, ſecondly, to the 10th of April next?  —© 


It the Information I have already ſtated, with reſpect to the Quantity 


of Spirits now on Hand, of Diſtillers, Dealers, and Retailers, be correct, 


which I mean ſufficient for the Conſumption of Six Months; and if the 
B45 go on working at the ſame Rate, and under the ſame Duty, to the 


oth of October. next, there will then be a Stock of Spirits on Hand ſuf- 


ficient to ſupply the Demand for nearly a Year, without any new Licences 
being taken out from the 10th of October of this Year, 


| Do jou not think it probable, that when it was ſo much the Intereſt of 


the Diſtillers to increaſe their Stock of Spirits by a rapid Diſtillation, that 


the Lowland Diſtillers, who now do not throw off their Spirits ſo quickly 
as ſome of the more ſkilful ones, will improve in the Art, and follow 
the Example of ſome of their Neighbours, and ſo that more Spirits 
may be produced from the ſame N umber of Gallons of Stills in the 
next Six Months, than ever has taken place during the ſame Period 
before? ; 5 
When there is ſo great a Temptation to do fo, I have no Doubt they 
will; and if ſo, the Effect mentioned in the Queſtion muſt follow in a great 


/ Degree. | i | 
15 not the Diſtillery in Scotland almoſt the only Manufacture, among 


thoſe liable to Duty under the Inſpection of the Exciſe, where a Diminu- 
tion of the Proportion of the Duty 3 on the Produce of the Manufacture, 
can take place from ſuperior Skill a ad 5 5 

I conſider the 3 State of the Diſtillery in Scotland to be the only 
Manufacture, ſubject co Exciſe Duties, where the Manufacturer of the ſame 
Commodity, of equal Quality and Value, pays a different Rate of Duty from 
another Manufacturer. The Brewer of a Barrel of Beer or Ale pays the 
ſame Duty upon that Article whether he is a ſilful Manufacturer or not, 
in the ſame Maher as the Makers of a Pound of Candles or Starch pay 
equally the ſame Duty on the Articles manufactured by them, without 
Regard to the Skilfulneſs of the Operator or the Manner of conducting 
his Proceſs.; and J afcribe this Inequality of Duty upon Home-made 
Spirits, to the Circumſtance of the Duties not being laid upon the Atticle 
itſell manufactured, but upon the Capacity of the Utenſils uſed in the 
Manufacture, which laſt Mode of charging a Duty is altogether unknown 


ia the Exciſe except in the Diſtillery, although it might be equally reſorted 
to, if founded on ſound Principles, in the manufacture of ſeveral Com- 


modities ſubje& to Exciſe Duties; ſuch as, the Brewer's Maſh Tun or 
Copper, the Glaſs Maker's Pot, the Starch Maker's Vat, and the Soap 


We, ADAM WHYTE, 1 
Surveyor of Exciſe at Edinburgh; 


Called in cad enethioed. . 


MENTION to the Committee the particular 8 relatin D 
he Manner of carrying on the Diſtillery.at Cannon Mills, with which 5 - 


„I firſt 
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e =p firſt had the Survey of that Diſtillery after the Prohibition 1 Viz,on 
the iſt of November 1796. The Proprietors of that Diſtillery entered 
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| 274 | 1,157 Entered at C. 18 per Gal- 
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513 | | Given up os 1gth January 


> wo 


4, — 10 ) e 3 
13 —Theſe Three Stills were given up working on 19th Janu- 
ary 1797, when the Duty of G. 54 per Gallon commenced, 
N* 3. Burnt out the 28th June 1797, and replaced at the ſame Time. 
Ne 4. Burnt out the 3d May, and replaced at the ſame Time, 
| N 2, 5, and 6, ſtood out the whole Year 


On the 10th of October laſt Three new Stills were entered, the Licence 
for the others being expired—N* 1. was Fifty-five Gallons the Body, 
| Twenty-nine Gallons and a Half the Head, Eighty-four Gallons and a 
Half the total Contents. The Depth, from the Top of the Crown to the 
Chim or Neck is Six Inches; Diameter Fifty-fix Inches. The other Two 
Stills are much the ſame. The full Contents of the Three Stills were Two 
Hundred and Fiſty-three Gallons, They transferred from their Works at 
Kilbegie, upon the 3oth January 1798, One Still; Contents of the Body = 
One Hundred and Twelve Gallons and a Half, Head Thirty-five Gallons 
and a Half, Total Contents One Hundred and Forty-eight Gallons ; the 
Depth Eleven Inches and a Half, Diameter Sixty-two Inches. The Con- 
_ tents of the Whole of the Stills on the zoth January, were Four Hundred 
and One Gallons. On the gth of April laſt they gave me Notice that they 
ſhould vacate Two of theſe Stills, N“ 1 and 4, containing Two Hundred 5 
and Thirty-two Gallons and a Half. Their preſent Stills at work are | 
One Hundred and Sixty-cight Gallons and a Half C 
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Stills were entered, upon 


char 


nutes be Char 


/ 
5 


amount to for Two Months, before the roth of 


April laſt? ? . 


- What did the Duty 
J. 3,609, it amounts now to J. 1,516, for a ſimilar Period, upon the 


remaining Two Stills, —About the 10th of October laſt, when theſe Three 


my occaſional Surveys and Inſpection of that 
Work, I was making my Obſervations as to the Rapidity of their diſtil- 
ling or running off a Still; the quickeſt Time I had ſeen at that Time, was 
and diſcharged in from Sixteen to Twenty Minutes. -A bout De- 
cember or January I ſaw the ſame Stills charged and. diſcharged in from 
Twelve to Fifteen Minutes, and ſubſequent to that Period, about Two 
Months ago, I ſaw the ſame Stills charged and diſcharged in Eight Mi- 
| conſiſted of about 100 Gallons of Waſh to the Two 
Singling Stills, the total Content of the One of which was Eighty-four 


Gallons and a Half, the other was Eighty-four Gallons. —1 am perſectly 


convinced, from Obſervations I have made within theſe Two or Three 
Months, that they can work at the Rate of charging and diſcharging the 
Stills once in Eight Minutes, or leſs, through the Twenty-four Hours, or 


even through the whole Year, —My Reaſons for that Opinion is, having ſeen 


What I have juſt ſtated, and the Dexterity of the Operators, At that Work 


Pour Men ate placed at each Still, and every Hand knows his Duty, and is 


. ready to execute the ſame, as a Set of Artillery Men firing off a Field Piece. _ 
The particular Details of which 1 wifh to deliver in to this Committee in 


Writing. I never have ſeen the Doubling Still diſcharged in leſs than from 


Twelve to Fifteen Minutes, but 1 have not had it in my Power to aſcertain 
How quickly that can work. have always underſtood, from experienced 


Diſtillers, that it cannot be worked ſo quick as the Singling Still, but no 
mmm rr Vf. es 
„ Withdrew. © | 


A Adjourned till To-morrow Morning, 
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In this Calculation, I have reckoned that 100 Gallons of Waſh produce 
Fifteen Gaſons of Spirits, preſuming that 100 Gallons of Waſh produce 
Twenty-five: Gallons of Low Wines; and that Twenty-five Galfons of Low 
Wines produce Fifteen Gallons. of Spirits, and the Spirits nearly equal to 
_ 'Hydrometer Proof. My Reaſon for ſuppofin the Spirits to be of that 

Stiength is; that when taking an Account of the Spitits to be depofited as 

2 Secutity'for the Duties laſt Year, I found that very conſidetable Quantities 
; were Hycdrometer Proof. 9 „ 5 r 8 
Produces an Account of th 4 0 ſo depoſited, and their Strength, 
by which it appears that 137,585 Gallons produced 136, 522 Gajlons Hy- 
drometer Pr oof, 3 5 %%%%%%éͤö; 8 1 | 


* 


7 


What Quantity of Spirits was depoſited in Security for the Duties at 
Cannon Mills and at Lochrin, in or about June or July 1797? 
At Cannon Mills there were 176,162 Gallons of Spirits, and at Loch- 

rin $1,018 Gallons Hydrometer Prof. 


> 


Have you Reaſon for thinking that the Stills at Cannon Mills were ſome- 
times diſcharged even in leſs Time than Eight Minutes? 3 
I have bren informed by Mr. M*Nab, the Officer of the Diviſion, that 
they have been diſcharged frequently in that Period, and even in Five Mi- 
nutes; but I can give no direct Information reſpecting that Fact myſelf. 


5 F 
" 


What do you know with Regard to the Quaiitiry of Spirits in the Stocks 
of Dealers of Spirits in and about Edinburgh? „ 
I can only ſpeak upon that Suhject, of the Dralers in the Bounds of 
my own Diſtrict, many of whom have very conſiderable Stocks. I know 
'T'wo Perſons in particular, who at any former Period had but ſmall Quan- 
tities of Spirits in their Stocks, and at preferit'One of them has 20,000 
«Gallons, the other from Fourteen to 15,000 Gallons, and all the other 
Dealers have as,much or more in Proportion to what I have found in their 
Stocks at any former Period, The Prohibition to diſtilling was taken off 
in October 1796, and the Quantity in Stock naturally increaſed from that 
Time; and I imagine the Quantity in the Hands of the Dealers in my 
Diſtrict is at Jeaſt double to what it was a Lear apo. The Perſon who I have 
ſaid had 20,000 Gallons in Stock, only began Bulineſs about a Year ago; 
the Firm is Earle and Co; the other, Mr. George Dunlope, and who about 


Twelve Months ago had not a Stock, I believe; of more than 4 or 5,000 
Gallons. ä Yo is e 


— 


What Appearance had the Low Wines Skis d > 5 
of the Still when it had been run off in Eight 1 yonſew them coming out 
The Appearance was much ſimilar in Quantity as if an ordinary Cock 

| 3 was 
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rapid 


was opti to run off any-Liquoty and ſinee I have obſerved that 


Method, upon putting my Finger ta the Stream I have found it quite 


warm, and a conſiderable Quantity of the Steam came out with it not 
properly condenſed. I have obſerved of late at Cannon Mills, chat during a 
the laſt 1 wo or Three Months they have placed a Box at the End of the 
Worm with a Cloth over it, the Uſe of which I underſtand to be to prevent 
the Loſs of Steam and Evaporation from the warm Low Wines before 
they get into the Receiver. In running off the Spirits from the doubling 
Still, the Stream is ſtill ſtronger; I have obſerved the ſame Heat, and there 
is the ſame Care takes t6 re the Lots 9 5 Steam or deR We 
7 the Sell, you hare © mentioned, » were > any. illegal Pradtces made 
| uſe 9 Et ; 1 4 15 1 
Did hat Hor or e Pipe FR FA, 0 Head : ar an 0e of 4s Degree 5 
or near it? 5 . 
It did for Eighteen or Twenty-four Inches. | 


- 


. 
5 83 
bai 


Ar Cooper Worms uſed now at the above Diſtillery, and erlegt h ve 
they been uſed?  _ i 
| lately had a 13 with Mr. William Henderſon, the p ofineipll 
Manager at the Work, and he told me that they have had no Block Tin 
Worms ſor fome Years back; and that the Whole of them at FW ce | 
Copper. Two of them which I have ſeen are of e 33 


Is there or was Kate at Cannon Mills any Still or Apparatus for ating 
Whiſkey with the Flavour or Smoke of Pear? 5 
There certainly is an Apparatus, which 1 have frequently ſeen at work 
for the Purpoſe of extracting the Effence of Peat by condenſing the Smoke 
ariſing from it, which at Pleaſure they mix up with Quantities of the 
Spirits or Waſh to give them the Peat. Flavour. Mr. Henderſon informed 
me it was mixed with the Spirits. I never ſaw it mixed, but 1 raſted 
the Spirits after ha. had acquired the Peat Flavour. e e 0 
At What Price are Spirits now fold by Difitters and Dees in e : 
Edinburgh ? 
Raw Grain Spirits in Oftober lat, were foar” 35. to 3s. 34.; in 
December they roſe to from 45. 9d. to 45. and at preſent ſome àre ſold 
at the above Price, and conſiderable Sang ſo low as 35. 64. Mak 
Spirits, in October, were from 35. 104. to 45.; in December they roſe 
to 45. and ſome to 4.5. 64. and at preſent the general Price is at 4%. per 
Gallon. © The Strength of the above Spirits, as 1 have underſtopd from 
the Dealers, is One in Ten under Hydrometer Proof. The Retail Prices 
have not undergone the ſame Alcea, and have been on an Average 
from 45. to 45. 64. per Gallon, for Raw Grain Spirits; Malt Spiri irits 
from 45.to 55. ö d. but the Strength of the Spirits ſold by the Dealers 
is reduced to One 1 in Six under Hydromerer Proo!, and ſome ſtill lower. | 


What Difference has * 3 Gage NE 17 46 betwelry the 
Manner of carrying on the Diſtillery at Cannon Mills and that at Lochrin, 
both under your Survey, in reſpect of the Utenſils cr Apparatus, the 
Number and Skil of the Workmen, and the Time employed. in charging 
and diſcharging the Srills'? 
.T Hg ſurveyed the Works at Lockrin for es WO s paſt, and I 

ave * 


' have always confidered them much ioferior in 


Body, 67 Gallons, Head 31 G Gallone Total 98 ee all Mags 
entered Gallons, and which they ſtill continue to work. 
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int of Ex ition to their 
Neichbours at Cannon Mills, for J never obſerved the Operators go to 
2 with that Order and Regularity, in charging and diſcharging their 


Ils. that is done at Cannon Mills, neither is it poſſible for them to do ſo, 
br — of Jace they had only Two Men employed at each Still, and even 


row _y had Woe Three, at n, n they have Four. 5 f i: 


What is the moneſt Tin ime in vic you have ſeen 2 Sill charged ard | 


Ache ed at Lochrin? 
2 y, beſore my coming from Edinburgh, 1 ate that Work, | 
and ſaw a Still pita, and diſcharged in very little more than 8 Minutes. 


4-went immediately to ſee the next ſubſequent Charge and the Materials, 


and 1 found that Still was not charged to what I conſidered the proper 
vorkeing Content; and the Men told me, from the Quality of the Waſh | 

they were then diſtilling, they found it more to their Maſter's Advantage 

to run it off W than to ge: it in the uſual Manner of * TOY 


tl 


In nt is the Proceſs of I Dine more | How at ; Lockrin i than at 


Cannon Mils? 


[ have always e | it to be fo, but the he Diſparity has "Tag greater 5 


| ſince October lat than before that Period. 
Did you find the Spirits produced at Loctrin of any beer G 


I did . 


| What are the OI of the Stills at 1 ES 
Ne 1, Body, 6:4 Gallons; 1 33 Gallons: Total 5 1 el | 
Ke 2, Body, 107 Gallons; Head 55 Gallons: Total 162 Gallons, —N?* 3. 


* 
A 


When you found the Davblics Stills at Cannon Mills TIP ſo 00 
did you know of what Strength the Low Wines were, and what was the 
Strength of the Spirits produced from ſuch Low Wines? 

cannot ſpeak as to the Low Wines, but 1 always confer Spin 


from the Still 40 be Ls nag Proof, or nearly * FE 9 


What Damage or total Lok of Stills has hax coed at . RET Mis 


from the Time of the Prohibition being taken off till now? 


1n Addition to what I ſtated Yeſterday, a few Days before, I came to 
Town 1 received Information that One of the Stills at Cannon Mills had 
been burnt, through the Neglect of the Man whoſe Buſineſs it was to 
admit the Waſh into the Still, in conſequence of which the Still exploded 
by a violent Noiſe, and was completely deſtroyed, On my examining 
the Bottom of that Still, I found it to be of the Thickneſs of F Le ae 
or near Half an . 3 


vo you underſtand that ſing . to differen Parts f th $i U en- 
Ae the Spirits tan ton Co pper in ren- 


I have obſery:d at Lochrin, where the greater Parr of the Worn is of 
Copper, and only the laſt Turn of Block Tin, that they uſe Two or Three 
thick Flannel Cloths, through which the Spirits run into the Receiver, 
mal Foun Ss 4 have -_ * to de ee with a Ds ah | 
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Subſtance like ee 4 1 have ſpoken of this to Meſſrs. Haigh's, 
who told me that they conſidered this Precaution to be neceſſary to prevent 
bad Effects from the Copper; and I ſnould imagine that in thoſe Stills, in 
which the whole Worm is of Copper, the Effects upon the Spirits muſt be 
{till ſtronger, I have not ane ſuch | OO. uſed - in OY other W 
than at n . . : 


„ 


Did ou ever ſee a Still, or the Head and Horn of 2 Still of; any other 
Metal = Copper? 

I certainly have often, of Block Tin and White LOR from m They to 
Forty Gallen: 3 but never in an entered Diſtillery... . 5 
Have you ever feen the Worm in any entered Sil of any other. Metal 
than Copper? 

I have in Stills in the Higblands, North ol the Line. J fer nl 

s it nor the Metal of che Worm that muſt affect the ala of. the 6 
Spirit more than the Head of the Stills, or any other Part of them? 5 
| I certainly ſhould imagine ſo from the Steam getting into the Worm, 

and in the Courſe . it being there condenſed into as pirit. | 


Have you ſeen any particular Apparatus e e with the Stills or 
Furnaces at Cannon Mills which may accelerate the Proceſs of Diſtillation, | 
or Feen the Stills from running foul? _ 5 

- Upon a Night Survey that I made at Cannon Mills laſt Winter, along 
with Mr. Robert Lowrie, my neighbouring Superviſor, and after inſpecting 
the whole Premiſſes, l told Mr. Henderſon, the Manager, that I wiſhed. to 
be completely ſatisfied with every Thing about the Work, and defired him 
to take off the Head of One of the Stills that I might check the Dimenſions, 
and in that Still I diſcovered a thin Plate of Copper over the Whole of 

the Iron Work which was in the Still, and ingeniouſly fixed on the Croſs 
Bars, within Side the Still, and went round with the Iron Work when 
charging and diſcharging the Still; but whether this had any Effect i in 


accelerating the Proceſs of Diſtillation, or to e the Still e ava 
cannot of to oy. 


Adjourned till Monday Morning next, 


xp 


* 
1 * * 


3 
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Mr. loben 7 wl LSON, Spirit Dealer at Perch: 
45 in, and examined. 


WHAT is the preſent Price of Lowland Whiſkey i in \ Perth? 
The Price I purchaſe at is ov; 10d. to 44. per 9 One i in Ten 
under Hydrometer Proof. 


' What i is the Retail price? * „„ 5 
Ihe Retail Price in Shops is fads 46. to 4: 6 d. br Gull ;: in 
Public Houſes about 6 5. per Gallon Glaſs Proof. 


po you know whether much . W is di in n Perch? 
ay great deal is fold, . 


Hon do the Retailers of Highland Whiſkey eſcape 8 5 
They conceal it as much as poſſible, and they afterwards purchaſe a 
nal Quantity of Lowland Spirits, which POO chem a en, and 
Which ee their enlan Spirits. 


4 , Hire you heard of any ol thoſe Dealers — i * ſuch Of 
lence 

I never heard of their being g proſecured on that Subject, and as 1 
them in general, I certainly ſhould have heard of i it had it happened. 15 


Are you acquainted with any Highland Diſtillers who reſide in Perth g 
and what are their Occupations ? | 
I know ſeveral whom 1 know to have a Property i in Stills, and who 
! in Perth, their 1 are Maltſters, Publicans, and Spirit 
ealers. 


1 = oy. know that any of chem ſend Mat to their Diſtilleries from 
Ry e 
Il am acquainted with One perſon, who ſome Time ago (and reſided 


in Perch) did carry great Quantities of Malt from Fer or the Purpoſe 
of diſtilling | in the Highlands, 


Hlave any of dai been proſecuted for uſing more Malt or making more 
Spirits than they were allowed by Law? 
Certainly, from my Connection with the Spirit Dealers 1 ſhould have 


44 if ſuch a T £908 had e and I am pretty certain it never 
| 5 


At — Diſtance 8 Perth + is the neareſt P rt of th 
Line, and how far was the neareſt Diſtillery ? : ; meien 


| The Intermediate Line is about Two Miles Diſtance from Perth, 
and the neareſt Diſtillery I knon of s abour Five Miles, = 


pendix, iu. (a.) 95 


1s the Trade of the Low ; Country Diſtillers injured! y the Highlind | 


Diſtileries? abu 
rep 2 2722 brought f mow” the - Highlands emu legen, cheir 


Sales. 
What a are the Reaſons why 


the Hight anders ſend their Whiſkey i into the 
Lowlands? 


Becauſe chey ra} Fall e wits he Line, Y they would un- . 


e, be COTS if w—y had not a Market to ſend 1 it co. 


Is there any Diſtin&tion in wth Qualir and Taſte between the Lowland. 
and Highland Spirits? 

I have always conſidered: that Highland Spirits were e to 
Lowland Spirits, but I believe the material Difference is in Taſte, as the 
People in Perth wiſh to have it of that particular Flavour, which is owir 
to the Malt being dried from Pears ; but to ſhew that the Quality is about 
equal, L have often ſold to them Lochrin-W hiſkey with the fame Flavour, 
with which they were perfectly agen and | in 26 ee ous Cant 
rience, i it was near aquat in e 


v0 you : chin the 8 Cory spree are © better or _ luce the Com 
mencement of the Licence AQ? 
l chink they are better, and they pleaſe the people better; the Reaſon 


mil i the fe ſpoil them by ſmuggling, not being rroubled with the 
Exciſe Officers. 5 | 


Do you find that the Low County Spirits a are 1G wholeſome than thoſe | 


manufactured in the Highlands? 


I never found them dats, nor v nobody « ever r complain to the 
of any Spirits that I fold.” 2 


Do you know char the b Difitter 5 vfe of any Mixture | to 
| increaſe the apparent Strength of his Spirits? 
I know of no ſuch Practice either with the E Diftiller or L Dealer. 


17 there was ſuch a Practice, have not the Highland Diſtillers as great 
a Temptation to uſe it, or would their working at their preſent Duty pre vent 
them from doing it? 


Doing to the preſent low ms chat t they pay, 1 think they would not 
have ſo great a Temptation. 


Did you ever hear of any Perſons \propoinges to eret a Dune at Perth, 
and upon what Conditions? 


I have had repeated . made to myſelf to become à Partner i in 


A Diſtiltery- to be erected near Perth, Upon the e that one Law | 


would be given to all Scotland. 


Wouldthe Difference of the Price of Cos 1 in Perth at at the Fi ith of 
F orth make any eſſential Difference againſt the Perch Diſtiller ? | | 
The Price of Coals is conſiderably higher there than in the Firth o 

Forth, but that Difference would be . than ths 1 RE CE: 
belt of . 1 of . of TOY 


Would 
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Would the Difference in the Quality of the Barley make a Balance 
againſt the Perth Diſtiller? 3 „ 
Stent Quantities of Grain are carried from Perth to the South Diſtil- 
leries, alſo of Malt, the Balance therefore would be in favour of Perth, 


Would the Perth Diſtiller find a ſufficient Market for his Spirit:? 
If ſmuggling from the Highlands could be prevented, I am certain 
there is not a more eligible Situation in Scotland for a Diſtillery, =_ 
If the Highlanders continue to work at their preſent Duties, will 
ſmuggling ſtill prevail, and prevent diſtilling at Perth? 

The local Situation of the Country is ſuch, and the Town of Perth 
being ſo open on all Sides, that I believe ic impoſſible to prevent ſmug- 
_gling, w_ this while it continues will prevent any Diſtillery being erected 


What is the State of the Roads North and Weſt from Perth to the 

I believe there are none better in Scotland, fo far as the Turnpike 
des ; and the Country Roads in gone are good to a very confiderable © 
Diſtance, The Turnpike Road from Perth goes to Dunkeld, about Fif- 

teen Miles, and to Crieff, about Seventeen Miles; the great Road from 
Dunkeld, through the Highlands, for about 100 Miles, is one of the 
beſt Roads in Scotland, not Turnpike,— A Turnpike Road has alſo been 
made at a great Expence from Perth to Blairgowrie. „ 


From what Diſtance do Perſons come to Perth for Coal, Lime, Graſs 
20S __ other Goods; and may they not bring their Corn to the Perth 
l am in the daily Practice of ſending Goods from Perth to the High- | 
lands, to the Diſtance of Sixty or one Hundred Miles, and there is nothing 
in the Roads as 1 know of to prevent them bringing Grain or any other 
Article of Merchandize, where the Carts take away the Goods; and 1 
know that they carry Lime and Coal to a great Diſtance from Perth. 


Fou recolle& the State of the Trade before the Licence Act com- 
menced. Did the Low Country Diſtillers at that Time ſmuggle theit 
Spirits to any Extent ? VH 
I was not in Buſineſs myſelf at that Time; I was apprenticed to a 

| Grocer at Falkirk, and to my certain Knowledge, at leaſt Three Fourths of 
what we fold were ſmuggled. eas e 0 EE 
T RP Pad!“ it poſſible for any Perſon to monopelize the Spii 
1 + do not think it poſſible, the Trade being in ſo many different 
d * | | | >, E 1 


Do you believe that putting the Diſtillery under Survey is a Meafure 
that would be gratifying to the Farmers, and other People in Scotland? 
I don't think it would be to the Advantage of any Claſs ; it woul 
put the 1 5 555 on _ a CER Footing to what they are at preſent, 
that one Viltitler might ſmuggle great Part of his Spirits to the Ruin of 
another Diſtiller, who might be hoe ſtrictly 8 5 * 


.» 
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What Price eld 0 obtain for Sy pirits,. which you a; Rp 
Word ſor as being real Highland Spitis diſtilled in {mall oe 5 25 % 
About 545 per Gallon more than for Lowland Spirits. lte 


ä you ever — any Highland Whiſkey with the Pear Flavour : 
at Fl: Exciſe Sales ? . 

I never did At the Exciſe Sales Highland Whiſkey ſells for 5. 5. or 
55. 6 d. per ge Glaſs Proof, The Reaſon it goes ſo high is, it ob- 
. tains a Credit which . pen 8 ane to W in 1 more Brat ar 
_ Whiſkey Ts his Stock. 5 ; | 


As the Lowland Whiſkey may hel be fold | legally, 00 the - Highland 
Whiſkey, which is purchaſed at an Exciſe Sale, has no Advantage in this 
Particular over the Lowland Whiſkey, muſt not the Difference of: the 
PEER be owing to the Difference in the Quality of the Spirits? 

1 think why the Highland Whaley go bg higher at thoſe Sales i is, that 
it not only obtains a Credit, but a C for real Highland Whiſkey, 
which they can keep up by getting ſmuggled Whiſkey on their Poſſeſ- 
ſion whereas thoſe Spirits, if found, would be nn to Seiure. . 


As the Porchaſer of Lowland Spirits * a Credit for the | * antity 
of Spirits he purchaſes, does not the Circumſtance which you how men- 
tioned, that a Credit for Highland Spirits is more valued, ſhew that the 
Quality of the Highland Spirits i is Saeed to the Au. of the Low- 
land Spirits? 
As J before ſtated, the People i in Perth 0 wiſh to have H ghland 


Spirits, more owing to che en F lu than Py other la, 


If chat be the only Reaſon, how comes it that Wand Whiſkey ſells 
for more than the Loudand Whiſkey with the Peat Flavour? _ 
Ihe Prejudice of the People abour Perth eee Whidkey but | 
real Highland Whiſkey 1 think to be the only Reaſon... 


How often in Twenty-ſour Mum do you undirſtand that the moſt fil. 
ful of the Lowland Diſtillers throw off their Spirits? 


I can't anſwer that Queſtion, knowing no furcher chan what 1 have 
heard ſince I have n . WE : 


From what you now know, do you FE if the Kies b Dikiiter 
is circumſcribed to the Quantity of Grain, that he pays a bither or Aa er 
WOE than the Lowland Diſtiller does ? 


That muſt be a Matter of Calculation which I have not made. 


1 the Rog good from Cupar of Angus to Glamis for the firl 2 Nin Dt 
es 


There is a Turnpike ere&ting nithio that Space. 1 


What cwuld you hire 8 for to carry a Boll >; ban for ng 
A Hundred Miles to the Northward of Perth! _ 


I never hired any for that Diſtance, nor know of any who has; but 1 8 


in our Neigbbourhood the Rule is 109. per Cwt. for every Fifteen 
Miles on — Turnpike Roads. I very ſeldom deliver the Goods 1 ſell, my _ 
Cuſtomers — ſend for _—_ by their own — or the regular Car- 


ers, thy 


* 


10 score H DI 87 1 Lt E Urra, Nay 


whom t There are Catriers at Dunkeld, who carry ſor 
Zn 82. _ to Dunkeld, TOs 1 85 ; 1 1. e * no 


others who carry for leſs than 10d. 


Does not the Price per Mile/ increaſe where-the, Carriers cannot return 
the ſame Day ? 

If the Carrier has a full Load and Ons: Day's; Journey out; —.— Price 
3 not increaſe, but when it is Two or Three Days it decreaſes conſi- 
derably; from Perth to Glaſgow, and from Glaſgow to Perth, which is 
Fifty-ſeven Miles, they have only 2 5. 64. going from Perth to Glaſgow; 


a 25, TOES to e Ms 


Could you hire at the ſame Rate « 40 2 iets at ns fume Diſtance dom ; 
Glaſgow, here there was no Chance of a back Load? © 311 

I ſuppoſe Þ could not; if I was to hire a Cart to g0 into the Highs 

lands for F ifty-ſeven Miles, | i 3 * e * a en 2 


| _ ca "_ gue 2 Return. | 

What was your 8 for dying he ths Low 4 4 ga were 
hurt, before the Licence Duty took place, on Account of Smuggling ? 

"Owing to the Irregularity of their Operations, by ern their . 


. rlling in war 0 0 rid of their e . eee ann ks 


Do you not think chat ths Advantage which the Dililer . receives 8008 
rapid Diſtillation, in conſequence of the preſent Mode of collecting the 
Duty, may produce worſe Effects upon the Quality of the Spirits diſ- 
tilled, than What was occaſioned by the Irregularity and Hurry which you 
have deſcribed to have taken place before the Licence Duty took Place ? 

I know that they now diſtil much more rapicly than when under the 

Exciſe, but I think ey Prodege' a berter Spine” 


auer of the Spirits confumed in Perth do you conceive to be 
ighlan 

heſore the laſt additional Duty took place upon Highland Stills, the 
Quanrity, in my Opinion, was Three Fourths of the Whole; but ſince there 
being ſo few Stills licenſed, I don't ſuppoſe any great Quantity comes ar 
wy ON to Perth Market ; but there are à great Number of illegal Stills, 
which ſend their Spirits boch to Perth and Dundee at chis Moment. [Ih 


"Have you ever been proſecuted by any of the Highland Dilillers for 
the Value of Spirits which they had ſupplicd you with? + 
I ſome Time ago purchaſed a Quantity of Spirits from a Highland 
Diſtiller by Sample, and on receiving the fame found them inferior in 
Quality to the Sample I bought by; the Diſtiller refoſed giving any De- 
duction in Price, and of courſe commenced an Action againſt me before 
the Sheriff of Perth; and after I gave in Anſwers, pleading the Illega- 
lity of the Tranſaction, the Plea was overruled, and Sentence Siven 
1 . 


[1 


Was the Perſon you thus Wing ben A Dialer or Jas a Hunker 
o 8 


A Diſtiller 1 and the . carried on in his own Name. 3 


4. a | 5 5 
. ; 4 „5 13 N ; "6 
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Why did you not apply, for Rel ief by bringing c. the Queſtion before the 
Court of Seffion? —+ + - 4 
| One Reaſon was, I might bone been ee he Mew. Toe 
J r 1 * Spirits. 


* 8 
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Again called i in. %%% 5 1 FE 7 ) 

Produces a written Paper, ht the Mode of l on the Pro- 

ceſs of Diſtillation at Cannon Mills Diftillery, near andi. 
Same delivered 1 in, and read, as follows: 


« In this Work there are Two Stills generally uſed. for diſtilling. Waſh 55 
theſe Stills contain Iifry-five or Fifty-fix Gallons in the Body, and Twenty- 
nine in the Head of each, arc charged with Waſh up to the Sight 9 
which may be within Four or Five Gallons of the full Content of the Body. 
A Da + Fire is put into the Furnace below the Stills ; there are 
a Quantity of Iron Chains affixed to a. Spindle, which a Man, who ſtands. 


on the Top of the Furnace, turns round, and the Chains ſweep round on 
the Bottom of the Inſide of the Still all the Time that the Waſh is coming 


to boil, and when the Spent Waſh is running off. If the Waſh ſhould 
riſe up too far in the Act of boiling, and which is known by a Man who 


keeps ſtriking the Head of the Still with a Stick, he gives the Alarm to 


another Man, whoſe ſole Buſineſs is to attend the Furnace, and who in- 
ſtantly daſhes a Pailfull of cold Water on the Bottom of the dung, and on 


the Fire, which cauſes the Waſh to fall down, the Fire is then ſtirred up 


to a very ſtrong Heat, and this Proceſs goes on till the Steam is a ee. : 


and the Low Wines run off clear. There is another Man who attends at 
the End of the Worm, where the Low Wines run off into a Receiver, who 


is called the Ball Man, and who with an Inſtrument examines the Low _ 
Wines as they run off; and when he finds there is no more Spirit remain- 


ing in them, calls out Jet go, upon which every Man employed about the. 
Still is at his Poſt, He who attends the Diſcharge Cock turns it about, 


and the Spent Waſh runs inſtantly off, which done, he gives the Signal to 
the Man on the Top of the Furnace, who having opened the Sight Hole, 
turns the Charging Cock, and fills the Still as before with freſh Waſh; the 
Furnace Man daſhing i in Coals, and the other Man turning all the Time - 


the Iron Work round, and the ſame Proceſs goes on again Day and Night, 


and the diſcharging the Spent? Walſh, and renewing the Barge, | ls done 2” 


a few Seconds. 


The Low Wine Sill is wrought Wack in the ſame Way; al; this Dit. | 
ference, that the Fore Shot, as it is called, which is the firſt of the Spirits 
that come off, is kept from the Spirits, and returned back into the next or . 
ſome ſucceeding Operation, as are alſo the Faints or Spent Low Wines; the 


Diſcharge of the Spirits is likewiſe attended by a Ball Man, who moves 


Cock placed i in a Receiver, for receiving cach ſeparate Kind, and which” is . 
done in che Twinkling of an $a NTT | L RHO 
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JOHN MATTLAND, 
N of Exciſe at Edinburgh,” 


Being called in, concurred i in the above ne 
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* scoren DISTILLE RY. hs A 


; 7 A bn 
. 1 pl #4 Y W = 2 81 5 4 > 4 ; ey 5 l N 95 wr 7 # * ee = 1 * 2 $ $ . . 
4 83 25 Mann woot Mow: hy Tut . 8 fo . F $58 Fs ah * * . IPOS In LF 8 IN 
3 NES Rb N 9 wb 4 * . N 2 8 : £ of 

5 5 * . . % Ko 1 i 

N 5 1 # Be 5 i; 7 x $ 
. : IF $3673 * 0 ad 
| Mr. n 5 5 C 
p 8 Fr * 
. A 7 pe Uh x 
: ; 


"Delivered Ly the following Lener, which was nad; 1 follows; 


« Hr 12 50 


This Morning I went ot and inſpetted the Diſtillery at Coin Mills, 
nnd in entering Gs Still Houſe I looked at my Watch, and obſerved Still, 
N. 2. charging, and in the Courſe of Eight Minutes thereafter the Still was 
off, and charging __ This I 902 and could * on Oath 3 re- 
quired. 


"I am, Sir, ; x 
Oe „ Tour humble Servant, . 
V 8 VV J. Rankine.” 
Edinburgh, ey 4 bs PT. 5 | Withdrew, 8 | 
| Adjourned cl To-morrow Morning. 
 Martls, 8 die Maij, 1198. 
Mr, john STEVENSON, or 
| Late Manager of We: Hraor's n near buntes 
Called in, and examined, | " 


HAVE ou any practical Knowled w +0 to Diniler 
Scotland 2 y ny pr ge i regard ery in 


— > underſtand it in Part; 1 was firſt employed in brewing and itil 7 
ling i in the ſmall Diſtilleries in the Weſt Country of Scotland. 


How long have you been employed i in the Diſtillin Buſineſs 'F 
| For (his greater Part of Sixteen Tears. : 


* What do you underſtand were the chief R | 
Weſtern — of Scotland ? . caſons for Smuggliog i in «the 


The principal Reaſon, I think, was, be, ifs chow ; 
Diſtilleries in a Quaner, and „ becauſe thers: were no entened 


ve were in 
from the Eat. {HP 5 n 8. 5 


4 


What Period do you allude to? 
| Before the Licence Duty commenced ; 


eg —— commenced in | the af pe commence, o al 


N which were a Check to 
 Smvggling, 


be 0 + on 518711117 ERY= -Appendix, NAA) 195 


1 and che fd was s f mel, that the licented Diſtiller underfo : 


the Smugglers. 
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What do you mean 110 ho Weſt? LY 


Aitſhire, where I was at that Time; the Sens, we were e fipplicd . 
with before the Licence Duty commienced, generally went under the Name 
of Eaſt 8 8 N =" Pit a . Op” was Eee nee in | 


JJV 


A Were not the Viſtillers in the Eat; as careful to their Spi 


What did you underſtand that was owing to? 8 
Chiefly to the Largeneſs of their Stills, which enabled them to take a 

eat Part "uf their Spirits to the Market, when only once run from the 
Still: 1 allude to the Largeneſs of their Stills, containing ſuch a'Quantity 
of Waſh as enabled them to take off a great Part of the Product of the 
Still, which is generally underftood 5 the Name of Low Wines, and 


ijntermix them with the Reſt of their Spirits, which ſaved much Trouble 
for the Diſtiller, at the ſame Time, as far as we underſtood, it aſſiſted the 


Diſtiller in avoiding the Duty, which was then 2 the Spirits. „ 


ls it your Opinion, that the Low Wines which are diſtilled from a large ö 


Still, are ſtronger than what are diftilled from a ſmall Still? 


* 


will be a 1 Part of thoſe Low Wiies which wil be vt 8 eg! 1 00 4 
; What Streng th will they he nt 
1 ſhould Tuppofe, Rac where there is ſoeh a Body of Walh as "TM 


ut into a Still of 1,000 Gallons, there might at leaſt wy” 8 BY or 70 


. on lons taken off near] y ar Hydrometer Proof. 


Would that have all a0 ſine Qualities and Taſte a a8 « Spirts of the fame 
e coming from a Doubling Still? 


Take, | 


Have you ever This. * your own 8 105 Wines iba 
with Spirits that had been hide diſtilled in the Manner you have ſtared ? 
I never did myſelf do it, nor did I ever ſee it done, but I frequently 


had Low Wines ſtrong enough that would have done fo ; but they would 
have given ſuch a difogrecable Taſte to the Spirits, that would hurt their 
Sale. From a Still capable of receiving a Charge of 1,000 Gallons of Waſh, 


according to my Mode of diſtilling, I ſhould expe& Twelve Gallons. of 
Low Wines for every Fifty Gallons of Waſh, or 240 Gallons for the 1,000, 


therefore One Fourth of the Low Wines would be of the Strength T have 


mentioned. With a ſmall Still, even up to a 100 Gallons Content, there 


would not be fo large 4 Quantiry of Low Wines of that Strength, in pro- 
portion to the Content of the my the Waſh n mide - * 0 


in both Caſes. 


| It is, becauſe after the Still is fairly ſet a running, and the Lov Wines 
properly cleared, if the Still is not overrun with an extra Heat, there 


t certainly would not, it would be of a a more raw and aeg. 


Ap 


SP 


ws there any Check againſt this Method of \defrauding Covern 


' 
Do yos believe that Diſtillers in general are acquainted with the Circum- 
ſtance of mixing the Low Wines with the Spirits? 
Every Diſtiller might do it if he thinks proper, if the Waſh was of 
ſufficient Strength, even from Fifteen to Seventeen Gallons of Waſh for 
every Wincheſter Buſhel of Malt ; if there were 1, 00 Gallons of that Waſh 
contained in On: Still, there might be ſtil] a Quantity of Spirits taken off, 
_ as I have before-mentioned, although I do not ſtate the exact Quantity that 

might be taken; bur even in that it depends much on the Quality of the 
Brain. „„ i 1 5 
- What, in your Opinion, would be the beſt Way of preventing theſe 
Had the Stills been more limited in Size, it would have been more + 
difficult to have committed thoſe Frauds, although I do not ſuppoſe that 
it would have thoroughly prevented them. % en one nt 
Did the Smuggling Stills in the Weſt continue, during the 3o 5. Licence 
AR, to do as much Buſineſs as they did before? u 

They did not. 3% ͤĩ ᷣ ü 1 


I do not know of any material Check that took place. 


What were their Reaſons for giving up their Stills? og op, 

The chief Reaſon I think was, that there was a Number of licenſed 
Stills then in Airſhire; I knew of Seven; and the Duty was fo ſmall at that 
Time on the Spirits, that the Smugg ers could not afford to run the Riſks 
they formerly had done, and the licenſed Diſtillers were very careful to 


ſuppreſs the Smugglers. 


How often could 27 run a Still, from 50 to 100 Gallons, including the = 
Head, in 24 Hours 3 5 | | 
Ihe laſt Still that I was employed with contained Seventy Gallons, 
Head included, and I never run her in leſs than Half an Hour, when charged 
with Waſh. The N of Waſh in each Charge from 48 to 50 
Gallons. The Body of the Still was from Sixteen to Eighteen Inches deep. 
The Head was, I think, about Twenty Inches high—Worm about Thirteen 
Inches wide, The Body might be about Two Feet and a Half in Diameter. 
I only you from Memory, not having a complete Recollection of 
the exact Dimenſions, a though I have meaſured it, 1 have wrought 
Stills of a deeper Conſtruction, and 1 never could make them to work 
Bon en 15 the 43 e 1 run off their Stills in general ? 
| oO not know, but I ſhouid ſuppoſe they in general w ore 
rapid at preſent than I did. en Ge... wo . 


What is the loweſt Quantity of Wort that will bring off the whole Value 


| of the Grain ? 


I do not exactly know, but I have ſatigf 88 8 
Gallons for the Buſhel, Ree ut 1 have fatisfied myſelf with Twelve 


* 


* 
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| How many Gallons X Waſh will produce a Gallon of Spirits? 3 
It depends much on the Quality of the Grain ; where it is ſtrong, 15 
wa properly manufactured, a given Quantity of Gallons from that Grain 
will produce more Spirits than that extracted from weak Grain. The Malt 
Labove alluded to was from Dunbar, which was reckoned very good; the 
Borkey might weigh about Fifty-four Pounds the Wincheſter Buſhel ; from 

e Boll f had Thirteen Gallons of N W Glais e about SIE 


in Six under H iydrometer Proof. 


Hor m iy Gallons of Spirits Sights you Sues had EY 45 fame Weight | 


of inferior Grain? 
I ſhould not have expected above een Gallons; ; I hould prefer 


Nine Buſhels of Malt had the Barley been 53 Pounds per Buſhel, to 
10 1 Buſhels had the Barley been 47 Pounds per Buſhel; I always found | 
more Difference in the r of the e than in the Price, _ 


| Whether you 10 have more or leſs Wort, of equal Siren "hm 
very good Grain or trom light Grain, ſyppoting, an equal Weight of 


each ? | 
In my 1 4 4 I ſhould have. more Wort from the light Grain, | 


as the 5 Grain would be more bulky, and was it equally as dry, it 
quite more Water, on Account of its Bulk, for maſhing it; from 


Mt Body of Hulls that weak Grain is poſſeſſed of, it di TRY its : 


Wor: 7 ore freely, but it would not oy of the ſame Strength. 


What proportion of Raw Barley e uſed to Nn: 
I never did uſe more than One Half. 5 

Has the Addition 4 the Raw Barley the Effect of making WT ſame 
Quantity of Grain produce a greater Quanaty of Spirits than if Malt was 


uled alone? 
I never knew. it produce a greater, bot 1 have known it equal on the 


Whole ; the Quality of the Grain being the ſame, and the Malt properly. . 
Parr I ſhould expect rather more From the Part malted nan * the 
art not malted. „„ ß Co en ry 


What are the . to the Diſtiller for uſing party Ray 


Grain 1 
I have known Two Reaſons : iſt, To avoid the Mak Duty. 2dly, 


Becauſe ſome Diſtillers have had their Stills ſo large, that their Malt Rs 
were not in proportion to their Conſumption ne bom. 


Do you know of any Means which could be ute to prevent we 
Conſumers of Spirits from being impoſed upon reſpęcting their Strength? 
1 underſtand there is a Law to this n but! have not Known it to 
be put in Practice. 


Did you ever carry on the Diſtillery Buſineſs on your « own Account? 

Never but in a private Way; that is, by Smuggling ; but I went into 
Galloway, where I undertook to carry on a Diſtillery for a Mr. 1 
in Dumiries, which I did for hd of Seven Years, 


Es you go . many of the Diſtileries in che Well of 2 


5 thoſe J ave belore-mepriobed were. 5 


2 


beofren Drevtuuant= 
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Tr * in tr. Blair's Die "7 my FORE 11 bo ht 


ee 1 had with one of his 80 pan and from whit 1 could f 


ork, they did not go on more rapid. than once in Half ad Hour, 


this was abour Zighteen- Lonech, ago, and 1 underſtand there has been 


great Improvements fince in the Quickneſs, I was: alſo in the Diſtillery 
of Mr. Menzies at Glaſgow; I found they reckoned they did vet 5 0 
if they diſcharged a Still 7 A Ng Seventy or Eighty Gaifons from * : 
to Thirty-two Times in the Twenty-four Hours, 1 was alſo in Mo 
Brown' 5 Piller at Paiſley, but I could not aſcertain what their Rate of 
working was, but underſtood they were on a more n Plan FO. 
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10 whoſe binnen Was you employed. when the Trade was under Pe 


{T8 was empl 


oyed to conduct Any Diſtillery 


Mr, © Help at my firſt Ovtſet in Buſineſs I was Sor 4 Maſter i in the! pri- . 
vate Line, who conducted his Bulibels biwſelf. 


. 


5 7 4 - 


| Wa the Puy, previous to te he Likes ed daten to a certain 
r Gallon of the With? „ 
. that it Was. e 5 RAS 


155 97 1 on 


* 


11 the Doty wi was Joined Mm the wats, how h che Dit ler evade the 


| Dury by mixing Low Wines with his Spirits? : 
1 have no rticular Proof as being an Eye N neſs of their Method of 


rforming it, but 1 was cloſely informed, by Men who had been e 1 90th 
as Servants under the Diftillers chat went at that Time—1 was alſo info 


ame of 400 Gallons, that had they not taken at leaſt 


could not have ſold it in the Manner they did, and their Method of 


doing, as he pointed out to me, was, that when the Officer went off Duty 


they did unlock the Still, ſer her working, maſhed at the ſame Time to 


make up the Quantity of Waſh diftilled, fo as the Officer on his Return 
might nd the ſame entity of Waſh as early, as he had left 1 wh 3 


Was the Price of Spirits lower aſter the Leber At thin when un- 
c we Survey? 


As far as ] remember i it was, n 


Miet not this have been a e Reaſon for ihe + Supprein of 
Smugglin 7 


It di 


1 the ( of the con whi 
you Arch ge A ich you uſed. at Dime. 


. good, but more chan double the Price, 


* 
1 ſee 


by a Mr. Eſpie, at Hagan's Nook, who had for ſome Time carried on a 
Still in his own 
One Third of the Spirits at that Time manufactured without Duty, PT 


” « Migh not a Perſon of equal Skill run « Still a fie a Duifis a at 
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© 4 Kee no Reaſon N they might not, if N condugted in the fame 
| . . 5 „„ . 3 


5 


Have 5 Seven licenſed Diſtillers 5 which % were Th Airthire when che th 1 . 
cence Act commenced, continued their Entry? „„ 
None but One that I know of continued in the Line when the buy 


was, 2 9. per Gallon, and that One has fince given up. . 
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0 you know fo hat Rea they gave up the "Sa Z 
; The chief Reaſon that ever I heard ſtated by any of them, which was 32 
Mr. Caldwell in Beith, was, that from the Weakneſs of the Grain they could 
not go on under ſo weighty a Duty, becauſe they were ſupplied with 

Whiſkey from . 1 e che An "me. ie nf 7 ena 


it at me og b en, 

Do you think you ad, with a Stil of the A fat bis, 

and with ſufficient Aﬀiſtance, work ee aſter than you, could do as 
vou was 6 5 8 80 SE i 


„ 


What 5 you mean by the Eaſt 8 5 1 
T hoſe Countries to tlie Eaſt of Air, as Renfrew, Lanai, . . : 


were under the bigh N 


Do you food that any Part "of b the x hiſey conſumed in b Airhir i is 1 
ſmuggled from the Highland Diſtricts? 
I underſtand there is; but never havin heard or any "pk feized, T 
| mould ſuppoſe e ſo large Quantities as has been 8 925 


8 Do you know of any Highland Spirits having been offered fir $ Sale from 
reenock ? 

„ company in Lochenoch with a Spirit Dealer ſto Srerbock, | 

who offered to ſupply his Cuſtomers in Part with Highland Whiſkey, but no 

Tranſaction took place in my Hearing, and although 1 was often in the 

fame. Houſe, I never heard of their affering * of it to Sale, „ 
What is the e Suppolition relative to the Quanity — "FU 

the Highlands 

I have heard that 3 ic did come, but never heard 85 Satement as t 


VVV 


Do you know. what. is the Difference of t hs Ave erage of the « Weight jo 2 
the Grain which, grows in Dumfrielhire, Kirkeudbrig t, Wigronſhire, and, | 
that which grows in the Lothians ? 
I will ſpeak of the Countries I know, bein Airſhire, Shire, of Gallas 
way, the Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, and Dumtrieſhire, In thoſe Counties 
the Average is Forty-ſeven and Forty-cight-Pounds to the Wincheſter | 
Buſhel of Barley; there is litele Bear grown 10 thoſe Parts, 85 W there is 
Seneghlh runs Two or rT hree Pounds lighter in 8 4 


Did the Diſllers i in | Airſhire Sg e * more on Account of * "RY | 
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10 s TI ten 4 isritin 17e is; Ni. (A 
Wbickey bs "_ is ſent from the Eaſt Country, or on Account Smug- 
os Rom the Highlands 


Thoſe on en of the e from che Eaſt as far as ever I 
ew, 


"What i is the K Difference & Price per Bott between the a 
Grain, and the Produce of thoſe other Counties you have mentioned? 
| cannot exactly ſtate the Difference, but I have . it, that the 


Difference was not ſo much in the Price as in the Quality, : 


5 


Do you gad that the Uſe of Raw Grain imparts any pernicious or un- | 


| wholeſome Qualities to the Spirit? 


' ſe that i It does. | ; 5 
5 do not TO Wires, 


Mr. James DUNCAN, Toi bad at geb, 


Called i in, and examined. | 


.. DO you purchaſe Barley and Malt for a Lowland Diſtillers? 1 
Tes, do for ſeveral of them. 7 75 . 


By what Rule do you fix the Price of Barley you 1 
6 By the 0 from which I gather the NON Fj oe Ne. 
ne „K. 5 


Did you ever a Barley or Bear for the Lowland Dinilicrs Bol the 
| Hiebe Diſtricts? 
I very frequently have 1380 RE for Inſtance have purchaſe large 
Quantities of Mr. John Stewart, of Blair, in Athol; and from others 1 
haye bought 100 Bolls at a Time; from Mr. Stewart I have alſo e 
Bear 1 in thoſe Diſtricts for the Uſe of the Lowland Diſtillers, 


9 he was the Qualicy of the Grain you oral from the North 
iſtri 3 

What 1 purchaſed from Blair of Athol was of 4 

but] cannot mention the Weight of the Boll, 


Di 55 * deſcribe the Quality of what you purchaſed i in the Laterndiane 7 

Ia general 1 got as good Barley in that Diftri&t as within a Mile of 
Perth; and I have heard ir inſiſted on by my Servants, that the heavieſt 
Barley. which comes to Perth grows near to Loch Tay, and heavier than 
* what grows in the Carſe of Gowrie ; in general the Carſe of Gowrie Barley 
* more huſky and leſs weighty that what grows in ſharp dry Land. 


Did you ever ell Batley or Mut to the Highland Diſtillers, or do. you 
7 1 any Perſons'who have fold theſe Articles [4 them? 


1 have ſold Malt to them, and 1 Lorin A great Number of Perſons in 
Verch who do ſo. 


. know: any Maltſters in Perth who- have fold Malt to 'Highland 
— Spirits ſrom them in ide a ? 6 
e] know 


$£0 ren bis II ; hx, N 0 Ty 
1 know it perlekty well, for I ins done fo o myſelf, though I hows | ir 

was wrong ; and I know ſeveral others in Perth who make a Practice of 
doing ſo. I deal myſelf a little in Spirits. I could have got any Quantity 
of Spirits ; the Highlanders preſs their Spirits upon me ; they come to my 
Shop frequently and offer me Spirits to buy—theſe Spirits are partly diſtilled 
Hom licenſed Stills, and partly from unlicenſed ones; I know this of my 
own Knowledge. I cannot ſay whether there is a greater RT OR of theſe 
Highland Spirits from licenſed or unlicenſed Stills. 9 05 

At what Di unde are you from the e e 1 Pe of 88 PEE | 
how diſtant is the neareſt Diſtilſery beyond that Line from Perth? 

I thipk about Two Miles or Two and a Half from the Line, 
and the neareſt Diſtillery is from Five to Six Miles from Perth; 1 cannot 
Poſitively ſay. I am certain ſeveral Perſons from Perth meaſured the Diſ- 
| 2 in order that 221 1 . their Stills as near as the LAW Ny OS 
memo” 


Can you 3 he Mode which the + Highland Diniler take t to introduce 
their Spirits into Perth? © 
They bring them down to the Border of the Line, reg the Day par- | 
ep to the Bridge of Almond; there are Two Public Houſes where they 
depoſit their Spirits in the Night they take different Ways unknown to the 
a Perth, to eee cheir N geen e pos we Fog a very be re Officer 
at Pert | 


1 you gen de Bari of 4 an inferior duns, and! 4 fo 5 
what 100 fr 


1 there not bien! in your Country a Seat deal of Barley unte far malt- 

ing; if ſo, what is the Cauſe of it, and to what Uſe is it applied fe” 72 
There is a great Quantity very often owing to a rainy Harveſt, and 

heating in the Stack; it is applied ins other Uſe but for diſtilling. 


What a the Farmers do wich och Barley, if the L Diſtlters aig. not 
-purchaſe it? 
T hey could only give it to their Cattle or Swine. 


. Do the Highland Diſtillers uſe damaged Barley * 


They ſay ey uſe ORE, but . W "ha Cale beg cannot cole is 
48 it will not malt. 5 | 


What has been the State of the Barley b Market 1 „ Rupch was 1 
very low, if ſo how do you account for that Circumſtance? 
Immediately after. Harveſt, and for ſome Time, our Barley Market 
was pretty briſk, and fetched a good Price; but afterwards it fell ene 
. ably, ſome Shllings 2 Boll, and no Demand for it, 
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e JAMES Dünen, 
e e,, 


N Addition to my laſt. Anſwer of Yeſterday T wiſh to ſay, that I aſcribe 
the ſubſequent Decreaſe of the Demand and Fall in the Price-of Barley to 
an Opinion that prevailed, that an Increaſe of the Diſtillery Duty was in- 
tended to be impoſed by Parliament, and in conſequence of this Opinion, 
many Diſtillers, who were my-Cuſtomers, countermanded .Orders they had 
| before given me, aſſigning that Reaſon for it, I am certain the ſame Thing 
happened io all the principal Corn Factors in my Neighbourhood. 0 


" Suppoſing that unmalted Grain was to be prohibited from being diſtilled, 
what Effect would ſuch a Regulation have on the Corn Market, and the 
Intereſt of the Farmers ? | 


, 


I | think a very bad one; there is hardly One Seaſon out of Three that 
there is not from One Quarter to One Half of the Barley produced in our 
Country unfit for malting, owing to the Rains in Harveſt, and heating in the 
Stack: I ſpeak of the Country North of the Forth, being chiefly in the 
Counties of Fiſe, Perth, and Kinroſs, in which laſt Country the Grain is of 
a very inferior Quality ; there was ſome Barley in that Country this Year 

' Which did not weigh more than Twelve Stone Dutch per Boll 


2 ; 
— — } 
5 


5 How much Barley are you , in the Practice of purchaſing Annually in 

At an Average at leaſt 1,000 Bolls per Weck. 
%%% 8 

Since laſt Harveſt. I have bought upwards of 4,000 Bolls. . 


Could ſarm to Advantage if Barley was excluded from * much dis 
miniſhed in the Rotations of Crops? y 

1 farm about 5 Acres of Land, conſiſting of Two Farms in Fife- 
ſhire, and One in the Diſtri& of Strathern, in Perthſhire.— In the beſt 
Land the Barley Crop comes round once in Six Years, which I think the 
beſt Rotation of Crops for Land of that Sort, and this is the Reſult of the 
Experience from the beſt Farmers in that Part of the Country, — In the 
-middling Sort of Land we wiſh to ſollow the ſame Courſe; with regard to 
the rery poor Land I can ſcarcely ſtate any Rule. — There is no Farm in 
1 but what would be very much injured from the Excluſion of 
Can you ſtate what Effect the Importation of Forei N 8 115 either lega 
or * upon . en, MENS in Scotia? '3 | gu 
 *Wereckon every Anker of Spirits which comes into Scotland hurts 
«us in the Sale of à Boll of Barley, * 3 853 — 


8 4 g 
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What Effect would diſcouraging Diſtillation have upon he? Cattle | 


| Market ? 


It would hurt the Market very much, a as the r Diſtillers buy a confider- 


able Number of Cattle to Aten. 


Do you 155 whether any Highland 1 Diſtillers ure in rei th den what 
are their Occupations ? - 
1 Know ſeveral; e Malrters Publicans, and $piric Dealers. 


- "Huh many of i given up diſtilling, and what were their Reaſons 15 


Several have; the only Reaſon m_ oy. me ies or. kr 12755 e 
Cen ien for their Spirits. e 


a I . 
5 5 K £ 8 
#3 


If the Highland Diſtillers were allowed to continue to work at a er 


Rate of Licence Duty than the Diſtillers of the South of the Line, do you 


ſuppoſe that any Regulations of Lu can prevent them from ſmuggling 
their Spirits into the Lowlands? 


I do not, while the Line is 15 near Paik; if the Grains and Juſ- 


tices were to exert themſelves in the Manner they did during the Prohibition, 


it might be very much checked. In the Beginning of the Prohibition there 
were a great Number of Stills continued to work, but the Gentlemen and 
Proprietors of Land gave a hearty Aſſiſtance to the es and in were 
in in conſequence almoſt entirely ſoppreſſed. 


Do you wes any Reaſon why Diſtlleries are not ctabliſhed at Perth af 


the Lowland Duty? 


The Reaſon is very plain—there are ſo many in the Neighbourhood 
under the C. 9. Licence, and there is alſo a great deal of Spirits brought. ”— 
Perth from ho L. 6. 105. Licence, and alſo from unlicenſed Stills, „ 


As Coals a are a at perth than many other Parts of Scotland, is there 
any Thing in your Neighbourhood to counterbalance that Diſadvantage ? 1 
Yes, the low Price of Barley, and the Diſtiller would have it put in 
his Granaries without any Expence ; when Barley is ſhipped from our 
Place to the Diſtillers in the South, T reckon no leſs that 25, per Boll Ex- 
pence by the Time they have | it delivered to their e 


Are the Roads good in the Neighbourhood of Perth ? os 
As far as the Toll Bars go they are very good, and the Roads i in gener 1 


are as good as any other Croſs Roads in the Country. 


When Farmers bring Barley to Perth, have they not 1 return n cu 


riages 5 


I have ſeen them very often take Coals and Lime, and other Articles 


that they have had Occaſion . to a ae ad but how 2 957 
; cannot tell. „ 8 


Do you Know any laltanee By the 1 Difters 8 1 the 


Controul or Monopoly of the Barl 4 Market, or of their having entered | 


into a Combination for that Purpoſe 
I never did, but quite the 1 1 have often ſcen them raiſe: the 


Market; 1 have a great deal of Correſpondence with the Diſtillers, and 


they are at particular Pains not to let each other HO. the h they 


: pay : PURA, or the Prices they Ff Siven. 


> 


| Do 
+ 


* 
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Do you believe that the Diſtillers are at all Times as much in the Power 
of the Farmers as the Farmers are in their? 
Is have never known the Diſtillers enter into any Combination, but I 
have known the Farmers enter into ſuch a Combination when they imagined 
they could raiſe the Price by that Means upon the Diſtillers and other Con- 
| ſomers; but I never found it ſucceed for above a Week or Two, by that 
Time ſome one brought his Grain to Market, and then the others. 


When the Diſtillers are under Licence, and conſequently paying Duty 
whether they can work or not, do you think it a poſſible Caſe that a Com- 
bination of Farmers ſhould, at their Pleaſure, take Advantage of the N e- 
ceſſity of the Diſtillers, and withhold their Barley until chey ſhould obtain 
their own Price? - | foe. | 
A ſew of the moſt principal ones may; but in general Farmers cannot 
afford to keep up their Crop for any conſiderable Time. 5 


Do you know, from your Experience, that the Lowland Whiſkey is un- 
VIV . nj Ok 
Il do not; l have drank Lowland Whiſkey for many Years, and it never 
hurt me if I did not drink too much; and I think a Man may drink a 
1 Quantity of Whiſkey without Injury, than of Rum, or any other 
ppirit of the ſame Strength. VV „ 


Do you think that the Raw Grain Spirits are more unwholeſome than 
thoſe made ſrom Malt? 1 3 
— L600 006 


1 Do the Farmers, and middling Claſſes of People in your Neighbourhood, | = 
drink Lowland Whiſkey in preference to Rum? | © © + 
I) ubey do. — . ! 


What is the Price at which you think Whiſkey may be ſold per Gallon. 
Glaſs Proof, without the Hazard of Competition by illegal Practices at 
Home, or Importation from the Continent ? FF 
If the Price of 3 bought from the Diſtillers ſhould exceed 4-5. 
or 45. 64. at the moſt, Glaſs Proof, the Importation of Foreign Spirits, 
and Smugg/ing, will increaſe, and the Home-made Spirits will ok. the 
Demand, which would hurt the Farmers very materially,  _ 


8 Do you think that the Corn Dealers of Scotland would be injured if 
. the Diſlilleries were again put under Survey of the Exciſe? 1 
It is my Opinion, and the Opinion of the Farmers in general, as well 
| ns of many of the Landholders, that it would; formerly, when they were 
” under the Exciſe, the Whole of the Diſtillers were ruined ;. their Failure 
ruined the Corn Factors, and the Corn Factors were not able to pay the Far- 
mers, by which many of them alſo were ruined. The Ruin of the Diſtillers 
aroſe from their having engaged in ſmuggling, and the Proſecutions which 
enſued upon their Detection. And on the contrary, ſince the Licence Plan 


| took place, the Diſtillers, Corn Factors, and Farmers have thriven, and the 
Mode of Agriculture throughout the Country has been improved. . 
| © Wouldyou give extenſive Credit to the Diſtillers, if the Syſtem of Survey 
1 be vided f fi ate 2 7 1 tt e | 
I I would not; for the Bankers would not diſcount their Bills. The 
general Courſe of Credit given by the Corn Factor to the Diſtiller is from 
2 5 | „ Three 
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Three to Four Months, taking Bills at that Date. He pays the Farmer 
ready Money, which 1 is N by getting toe Bills diſcounted. 


Do you know the general Opiaion of te Country on the Subjeſt © of 
| Survey and Licence? 
I know, to my certain Knowledge, that the general Opinion of the 
Farmers is, that if the Diſtillers come under Survey, it will reduce the Prices 
of Grain, and totally ruin the Country; and to my certain Knowledge, unleſs 
the Prices of Grain ſhall increaſe beyond their (preſent Rate, the greater 

Part of them will not be able to pay the Rents they have engaged for. +. 


Ils not the Price of 6 in Scotland much lower chis Year than it has 
been for many Years paſt? _ 
A great deal lower; the Price of the beft Barley when E let Sc and! F 
was from 135. to 154. per Boll, but I have heard it has fallen ſince.—I be- 
lieve the Average of the Prices of Barley, of this Crop, has been from 35. 
to 4s, at leaſt under the Average Price for ſeveral Years paſt, ; 


What i is ; the loweſt Price you have known Barley at? A FT 
About Seventeen or Eighteen Years ago I ſold Barley ww at 95. anch 
95, 3d. it was then reckoned a good Price. I fold good Oatmeal at that 
Time for 105. per Boll and 1 Wheat fold for from 135. to T3” per 
Boll of LO, Buſhels. 0D : | 
Do you conceive that the 8 of the 1 is as s good as ; uſval this 
Seaſon ? | : 
I do not thiok it is ſo good as laſt Year ; ; but i bare denen ſen 


it worſe. | : 
Have you ever tipped Barley for England? IL ono 
Yes, conſiderable Quantiticy | in ſome Years. = 3 


| Would you give the ſame Money for a Boll nil Hat o of found Baller, 
weighing only Twelve Stone to the Boll, as for a Boll of ſound Barley 
— ee Stone? 

1 would not; I have bought Barley by Weight, * in ſettling the 
Price 1258 Stone it diminiſhes in a certain Gradation, according to the 
pron Quantity in Meaſure that goes to make up a Stone; as for Inſtance, 

I ſhould give leſs for a Stone Weight of Barley, at Seventeen and an Half 

Stone to the Boll, than of Barley at Eighteen Stone to the Boll, and fo in 
Gradation, I have a Table upon this Principle, upon which J calculate. 1 
aſcribe this in a Degree to the greater 1 of Huſk in the larger 
Meaſure of light Barley, which goes to ma 

in other Reſpects the good Grain is better, 1 do not think that the Me 
n light Grain and heavy differs in Goodneſs. eo 


5 . 


| What Difference do you make in the Price of Grain i not fic 'B vr making 2 
Perhaps 15. per Boll, if equal in other Reſpects. 5 

When you can procure a ſufficient Qrantity of Grain fic for malting, to 
anſwer your Demand at the Time, do you ever purchaſe Grain in a State 
not fit for malting? 
I ſhould purchaſe the beſt Grain, but 1 always l according 1 oe 


my Orders, 
4 til To-morrow — 


e up the ſame Weight; but | * 


5 als e 


5 Again called i in, and examined. 


Fifeſhire.? ? 


formation on this Queſtion with reſpect to the proportional Price. 


„ Ms Lowland 8 me 


IE. 


Malt alone ? 


lands, do you generally reccive in Spirits? 


Price as1 would take of their Spirits, or the 


a 10* die Mai, 1798. 


„ DUNCAN, 


WHERE there is Plenty of good Grain in * ; Matklt; do you "ny 
receive Orders to purchaſe Grain unfit for "Dale 
When I get a general Order from the * ers, I putchaſt from the 


Farmers of different Qualities, 


'Do you in that Caſe bare Grain unfi for making ? 
Yes. e 


When you . by Sample, den t you u know whether Bear | is mixed. 
with the Barley or not? 
| Yes, I do, _— there might be a ſmall Portion not to be di cerned, 


1s there not as much Grain grown in proportion, which is unfit for. 
malting, in ſome Parts of the 5 88 as in the — of 


Perth ? 
1 have no Doubt but there i is. 


17 that be the Cale; why do the Highlanders c confine their difling 0 o 


I cannot anſwer that Queſtion. 5 


What are the Prices of real Highland Whiſkey in Perth 5 
Prom 4s. 6d. to 5.5, per Gallon, Glaſs Proof — This is rather 15 
than the Lowland Whiſkey—They always prefer the Highland Whiſkey | 
at Perth, whereas in Fifcthire there are Perſons who will not drink High- 
Wh gre but who-: ww, a decided N to che Lowland 

iſkey, | 


Whether do. Highland Spirits or Lowland Spirits fa higher i in 

I cannot tell; on the Borders of Fiſcſhire, e — EE of Perth, 
ſome Perſons prefer the Highland Whiſkey, but I have no Means of In- 
What Proportion of the Price of a Cargo of Malt ſent to the High- 
The Highlanders have always wiſhed: to * me as much of the 


ole; but I have always 
. to decline that Sort of Practice, and now 1 have entirely done ſo. 


Did they offer you theſe Spirits at the fame Price you could have pur- _ 


Tes, they did, and they « could well have afforded to do > fo, 25 the 
mot of it was s ſnuggled. 
re EW "Did 
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vis you receive'it in large Caſks'orin ſalt ones? OY ; 9 
In ſmall Caſls, and they broug nt 5 „ r Cover: in i Sacks, and 1 give 
iti into my Shop, or where I deſired. 


Tube great: Diſtillers: feed a he vinnh more in prox 
pretty certain a 1 ns 10 pay n Attention to bon nenn ute 


Grains. 


0s not * "Ping ab ele Carcke, C e Sen e be . 


produced by che Cattle ſed by the large Diſtillers, as in the Neighbourhood” 
of the ſmall Diſtillers there is generally more Pr Land to be i 


and leſs adventitious Dung to be 


I know of no Part of Scotland where, if the 1 des a proper 


. 


. 9 


regard to the general 


procured? 


13 
13 


A: * 


" 
"3%. 4 
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Whether do great or - ſmall Diſtillers feed n more e Cue or Hops - in pro- ; 
reion to the Grain they uſe ? | 


tion, 


» 


1 


Agriculture of the Country, than that 


Courſe of Huſbandry, agrecable to the Soil, Situation, Climate, &, the 
om the Corn produced upon his Land, except what is uſed 


Dvog ariſin 
by the Hor 


gi 


can be of any. conſiderable. Conſequence to 


gf 


him, provided 


| the Corn Fodder produced. on the Farm is conſumed upon it. This is 
che generally. received Opinion of the F armers in my 5 Wi of . | 


- Have you ever fed Cattle with Grains? 
I never did. 


4 
4 


. "Alhoogh what you 1 5 50 1 ery may 10 the Caf: whats Land i is 1 

imptoved, and properly uſed, yet where no adventitibus Manure can be 
purchaſed; except Lime or ſome calcarious Subſtance, is not that required 

to improve 95 e or to reſtore LANG winch: has deen reduced by bad” 


farming ? - 


T here is no Doobt dot wah regard- to hp! La od it would be 
advantageous to have Acceſs to Lime or Dung bg banged Patts, ek the” 
Ground ſhould be brought to produce Crops, 


Where Land is either poor and unimproved, or has been worn out hs Bo — 
farming, and where the Diſtance is very great by Land Carriage from Lime 
or other calcarious Manure, would not the Dung produced from ſcattered 
Diſtilleries be of great Advantage to the Improvement of the Country ? 
It Og, 1 in tera oe to the ny of Dong ſo SOLO „ 


In what Yew was it that the Gentlemen 
End to illicit Stills ? 


I chiak it was alter the! Crop of 1796: Tr 


| Had their Exercions 0 che LEA 
They had. 


F or what Reaſon Gd t 10 
I can't anſwer. 


Was not the 3 50 bog 
ace of. the . Gentlemen. 


| 8. 8 . i 
MY 4 & $59 58 * 


IA 
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27 
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- 
* a 


incenſe in ache H Highlands af aſer cheſs Exer- 


exerted theraſelves to put an 
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Did you ever hear that the Gentlemen gave up cheir Exertions becauſe 
it was their Opinion that the licenſed Diſtillers in the Highland Diſtrict 
could not make a fair Profit, conſidering the Increaſe of the W and 
| other Circumſtances | rare ory Law? - 

TI never did. 3 1 


Can the preſent Duty in the Highland Diftrias be a Cover 1 to the 
Smuggling which takes place from unlicenſed Sells? . 
1 only know that a great deal of Highland Whiſkey comes to Perth. 
1 can't ſay what Proportion of it is made by licenſed, and what by un- 
licenſed Diſtillers ; it is partly by both. I know that Highland Diſtillers 
very openly buy Malt in Perth, and have it ground there before they 
carry it to 15 . h! is a oa . 1 rade mere, © e 


CF 


Haven not moſt of the licenſed Diſtters given up lay in the « High 


| Jands ? C 2 . Fe IN 5 
., 1 believe many” of them have, %%%ͤ; (( 1G SJ 


As this is 1. Cale, mutt not the TE Proportion of i the e Smogglin of 
Spirits from the Highlands be carried on from mr ey Stills 7 0 
21 know nothing about that, | 


Are not Coals cheaper at Perth'than in moſt Places of the Highlandsar | 


a Diſtance from the Sea? 
T here i is no Difference, but ne Expence of Carriage. 


A Three 0 or ag Gentlemen were poſſeſſed * the W bole of ins Dif 
tillery Trade in Scotland, would they nor often have! it in ou n to 
command the Barley Market? 93 
Kuen if ſuch a State of the Trade od uke lacs, 8 are ſo many 
Brewers, private Maltſters, Dealers i in Barley, &c. that if they attempted 
this, and Barley began to ſink in the Market, thoſe other Perſons W 5 
counteract them 8 as as the Scheme could not take place t to 
uy Effect. 


-At what Period was the benen Failure among f Dinner! in x Scot- : 


land? 
41 don't remember the Year, but the ra is well known. OM. 


Was ir not © about Two Years aſe the Licence e Duty rook place? * 
I do not 3 | 


1f chat ſhould have been the Caſe, hs could Mose Failures tae 3 
e by the Circumſtance of the Duty being collected by Survey? 
I am no Judge of that Matter; what I ſaid Yeſterday on hog Subject 
was the general Opinion i in our Part of the Country. ; 


Have not the Prices of Barley riſen in England during the fame Period 
as they roſe in Scotland ? 

Though I have ſhipped at different Times conſiderable Quantities of 
| Barley, which bought on Commiſſion for England, 1 am not "acquainted 
with the Engliſh Prices. I never had any Occaſion to buy Barley from 


I 'T he . of F SS from Perth to London has been theſe 
T en : 


score 19184 1L I E Ry. —Appeniis Ne (a) 3 


Tes Years about. 35 to 3s, 64. per Quarter; I do'nt exactly recollef— 1 
| this 1 is excluſive of Inſurance 1 do not pay the Freight. 1 


Could the altering the Mode of collecting the Duty! in doko from 
Survey to Licence, have the Effect of raiſing the Prices of Barley in Eng- 
land, where the Mode of Survey is ſtill continued? 

I cannot ſay —I never conſidered that e it is . out of my 

As the E iſh Diftitters who are 8 W are in very a bs 

dit, is it he Leg aly clear that the Scorch Diſtillers would Joſe their Credit 

if that Mode was adopted ? | 

I know nothing about the Credit of the Engliſh Diſtiners, but 
am ſure that if the Diſtillery. in Scotland is put under Survey, 1 cannot rad 

will not give the ſame Credit to the Didier Io de . ” 


Are the Farmers 1 Diſtillers above Dunkeld of Opinion chat the e Mode 
of Licence is preferable to that of Survey? ; 
I know very little of the Diſtillers about that Country. 


Do you Topply Barley, to by Extent, to EET as ven as „Des: 
Tes; and to Maltſters conſiderable Quantities. 


3 


Vid your Pomabl from the Brewers. increaſe conſiderably during the : 
Prohibition of the Diſtilleries? 


It did not, they got as much Grain | in | their, N righbourhood. at 6 chat 
Time as IEEE them. 5 | - 
| en | Withdrew, „ 


UP F 1 
2 bs Y 1 
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Do you purchaſe Barley for the Lowland Diſtillers? 

Tes, in conſiderable Quantities ET mn 

Do you buy any that grows in the Highland Diſtricts? ns g 
After favourable Harveſts I buy a good deal. F 


What is the Quality of the Grain you bought within the Highland Diſ- 
O various Qualities ; in Stormont, which J believe is in the Middle 
Diſtrict, 1 get as good Barley as grows in the Lowland Parts of Strath- 
more and in Murray, Part of which County is within the Highland: Diſ- 
trict, and Part in the Lowland, and Part in the Intermediate Piſtrict. f 
have bought as good Barley as grows in moſt Parts of Angusſhire, but I 
cannot ſay poſitively in which of thoſe Diſtrits the Barley Mioped for me 
was produced. In the * Parts of Angusſhire the Quality is in ge- 
neral indifferent, but in ſome well cultivated Farms I have bought very 


good Grain, 


Do you ever purchaſe Barley ſtained, and of inferior Quality, and for 

what Purpoſes ? | „ „ 
| After rainy Harveſts, a great deal of the Barley, the Growth of An- 
gusſhire, is damaged, and unfit for malting; and when I have large Orders 
trom the Diſtillers, I am under the Neceſſity of taking Barley that is un- 
ſound, as I cannot get my Orders completed without doing ſo, | 


Could any other Uſe be made of fuch Barley? 7” 
F That Part of it which is ſprung, I ſuppole, is alſo fit for feeding Cattle 
or Swine, | iT ” _ 9 


3 
r 


* e * 0 


Is get vey fit for diſtilling? ? | es 
I do not underſtand any Thing of the diſtilling Buſineſs ; but I con- 
_— if Barley of that Sort were not fit for Diſtillatign, the Diſtillers would 


What has been the State of your Market for Barley ſince laſt Harveſt? 
At the Beginning Prices were as ulyal, and the Demand pretty good ; 
but after an Idea was entertained in the Country, founded on a Report of 
what was ſuppoſed to have paſſed in Parliament, that the Duty was to be 
_ raiſed, or the Diſtillery ſtopped altogether, the Price of Barley fell at Dun- 
dee Market nearly One Third; and ſoon after, for Two or Three Months, 
S; 1 there 
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55 there was no Sale at all ; after which ſome Demand e 
and the Prices roſe, but in no great Degree. No 


W hat, in your Opinion, will be the Effect upon 1 Corn Marker, if the 
- Diſtillery Laws continue uncertain for another Tear? ; 
I think the Price of Barley will continue low, as the Diſtillers nil got i 
e , pr on e 0 


' What Effect do you think it would have on the Intereft of the Farmers, | 
if there was no Demand for Barley unfit for malting? 
As bad Harvefls. in Scotland occur in every Two or T Inte Years, 1 
do not think the Farmers would be able to pay t F OR. unleſs. 
oP had a Market for their e Barkey. INS 


What Effect has the ilicit Importation of Spirits Car Abroad on a the 
Corn Market? 
I think it = to depreſs the Prices Voltage in as s much as T tris 

the en 55 


Do you bow any Reaſon why Ditilleries are not « eſtabliſhed at © Dundee 
under the Lowland Duty? | 
I believe it is NS, to the Praftice of f ſmuggling Whilcey from the 
ODE. "4 


Do you whiok tlie Diſtillers 0 or Palin, ſaeke as e oo "buy. for „„ 3 
chem, can combine ſo as effectually to keep down the Corn Market? jo . 
I don't think they can, becauſe I have never found that when Prices 7 L 
of Grain were riſing, it was in the Power of the Dealers to keep them down ; 
beſides the uſual Buyers Strangers appear in the Market, and many Brew- 
ers, Malſters, and others, who buy on Speculation, | I have never known of 
any fuch Combination, nor do | think, if ſuch a Combination was to be 
| ſormed, it Ol continue ſo as to anſwer the NO” | - F an en? (3 


Do: you buy Malt for the Loview Diſtillers? 
Every Year that I have been in the Corn Trade have bought many 
Thouſand Bolls for the Diſtiflers, 


a ts there any Parley carried from che Lowland Dinda into the High- 
lands | 
From the beſt 1 1 1 e e ae his: Ke from 
20 to 30,0co Bolls carried from the Parts of Sunne, in ae Low 
Ne within the ns Line, for ſome Years Pall. 6 


you 3 any Thing ol Highland Whiſkey being ſmuggled i into | 
the 123 2 
I am certain a great Deal i is conftancly ſmuggled inco the Lowland Parts : 


of 5 and — a "OS RO but there are e e 1 | 5 
nine. 7 1q_ 746 . 


Ca you. give 8 Pa” Doatic of Grain Annually ſhipped at 
. and the neighbouring Parts? 0 


e © ered cee, 5 = the Poor nds 
Perth, Montroſe, and Airbroath, of Crop 5 305,c00 Bolls of Grain, 


5 4 ; : F 5 F F | 3 4 7 ps: l 
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_ Flour, and Meal. There were no Exportations to Foreign Parts that 
Year, don't think there was ſo MUCK 1 in Any other Year ſince I have 


| been i in the Corn Trade. | 


bo you thick that it is in 'the Power of the Difilles to ov egg th che Cora 


Market at Dundee? 
From the Largeneſs of the Quantity of Corn, fold there; and hi great 


Number of Buyers, I oy - not n it is in Wel Tower co ed a Hwa 


if dle Duty on Whiſkey ſhould be raiſed very 4 45 you think tha 


EY Loſs will fall heavieſt on the Farmer or the Diſtiller ? - 1 
I think on the Farmer, becauſe the Diſtiller, if he dork not a 2 


Profit by his Trade, can leave it off, which 1 is W in b e or the ue 
to do 8 an End of his Leaſe, 1 $03 260 DE rf v7 


vo you” be that Barley i is an Kn your beer to England? 5 F 
When we have a good Crop, and Grain 1s Gear's in n Englagd; there are 


. 5 87 07 ſent, as was the Caſe | in 1 17 795. 


' What is the Freight of Barle ſrom Dundee to „London i in praceable x 
Times, and at preſent? - 7 : 
I don't recollect 3 as I len not lent any 755 theſe Three Yeats, | 
but I think it would be at preſent from 25, to 25. 64. per Quarter of 
Barley, Wheat is dearer'in proportion. I pay now 4. 4. ey {IE to 
Nees e #1 in Ti limes of Peace would be about Half. 


5 yon 10 015 the " Marker : at Dundee to be One of the moſt 


extenſive in Scotland? 
* believe 1 ic is the largeſt for Exportation Coaltwiſe, Wins EE fo xt 


Do you know, the g* eneral Opinion of the Farmers, reſpe®ting the preſent 
Mode of levying the Duty upon * Diltilleries in Scotland? 

As far as 1 know they are all well ſatisfied with the preſent Method, 
nd are very apprefienlive.o any unfauourable ee as to the © Mot. | 

| How much Grain on an 6 do you Gip- ina Year? SP 
24.706 Crop 1794, 1 ſhipped 100 Cargoes of Grain of different er 
er eee, in the Whole about 39,000 „ 


- How mk of that mig be Barley — 5 
1᷑0ß Cargoes, or 25,721 Bolls; the greateſt * of this co 
' Firth of Forth and to Glaſgow ; theſe were the largeſt Tranſactions I ever 
had. I buy chiefly on Cornmifſion, I have a Memorandum of the different 
Prices of Barley at which 1 have bought for ſeveral Years, viz. Crop 1791, 
1 ſhipped Forty- ſour Cargoes, containing 16,420 Bolls, Average Price 16 s, 
114, per Boll, rather better than Linlichgow Meaſure, the Boll containing 
Six Buſhels Wincheſter Meaſure, and about Five per Cent. more. Crop 
1792, a bad one, I ſhipped Twenty-eight Cargoes, containing 9,090 Bolls, 
Average Price 17 3. 844. per Boll. Crop 1793, 50 Cargoes, containing 
19,225 Bolls, Average Price 164. 54d. per Boll. Crop 1794, 70 
_ Cargoes, containing 245,721 Botls, Average Price 215. 7 2 per Boll. 
Crop 35795 a very bad Crop, only ſhipped One Cargo. Crop 17 96, a 
5 2 fine Crop, but I have no exact Account, but ſuppoſe it to tbe about 
as 


1 
* 
* 
b 


1 
n 
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as u much as I ſhipped in 1793» 5 the Averege Price, as 1 a8 1 role, 
was about 18 5. per Boll. Crop 1797, the Prices began at "TY to 175 4. 6 A | 
and fell. about 55 Pet Bolh hut: have riſen. a little lince. 


FL, & * * oy? 
4. 1 1 So 3 


Were hath Canes; you. 19 Fe the whole PER or. „ Park 8 
Barley and Part Bear, and in what Proportion? 

The Cargoes I ſhip from the Carſe of Boleie are all clean Barley, 8 
what I ſhip at Moone: and Airbroath conſiſt of Cargoes of Barley, and 
of Bear or Bigg kept ſeparate; but in the Neighbourhood of Dundee and 5 
in moſt Parts of Strathmore, it is the Cuſtom of the Farmers to ſow a 


Mlixture of Barley and Bear, and my Purchaſes were of courſe of that Mix- 


ture. They reckon that thoſe Two. Grains ripen and walt very. well 
together. In ſtating the Average Price, 5 took it upon the Bear and Barley 
ot A Bear runs from 15, to 2 6. 1 Dol, 11 than goc 


What i is Is higheſt SES 11 r you die Whiſkey va 15 ſold por | 
Gallon, Glaſs Proof, without the Hazard of Competition by legal, Pradices 
at Home, or Importation from the Continent ? . 

I., think about 5 F ug Gallon by the Diſtiller, but L have a lite 
e on this Subje 


18 there no Demand for Lowland spirit, or Cookin pe of them my 
Dundee, and in the Neighbourhood ? | , As =» 
e Demand 1 is very gent. for Lowland Spirits. 5 . ahi 5 


vo you receive confiderable Orders from Brewers as wilt; as ; Diſtiters? © | 
Not from Brewers ; the Brewers in Edinburgh and Glaſgow are very 
nice, and the Generality of our Grain don't ſuit them. I am chiefly em- 
ployed by the Diſtillers. 1 alſo ſhip feveral 22 every 75 * 
Maltſters and Corn Dealers. 1 
Would not any Check which the Diſtillers" mi he receive from an over 
Increaſe -of Duty, tend to promote the Trade of 17 Brewer, and thereby 
increaſe his Demand from the Farmer; and what was the Caſe, in this 
Reſpect, during the 3 of the Diſtilleries, 2s far as you had an Op 
portunity of obſerving?̃ . 
I did not obſerve any Increaſe i in the "EIS during that Tink; but 
if the Diſtillery was quite ſtapt or MEN N I tpink the yay 
would undovbredly increafe. 


- Would the Stoppage of the Diſtilleries put a Sy to your iT * „ 
No, nothing would but a general Decieaſe of Agricuture a and the Cul : 
tivation of Grain, 


Is not the Quality of the ebe and Bear very indifferent i in the upper 
Parts of ſome of the neighbouring Counties to Tn e to nts Perth- 
1 N fo uh the ume Quin - | | . 

lieve it is of much the ſame Qua tb as e T | bland 
a Parts of AN" Es. ”F =g 


. 


A there | is Pence of goo Bute, have you Orders to 5 damaged . 


50 
1 pores not. | * : 
|; : # » * 8 - . 8 . Ny 

1 8 by ? NJ N EY) . K 
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5 "Since the Stoppage of the i Dich ons tak \ off, "NOTE 0 


4 confiderable Proportion of damaged Barley ? Ns OY 
Of Crop 1706 Fe chaſed none—Of he Ta Crop; a $604 Partof what 


: 1 purchaſed was not quite ſound, owing to a bad Harveſt ; but I always avoid 
| hoe & Barley of that Deſcription, if T can. 1 never had PE Foe Order to 


” pore deed Barley for the Diſtillers. 


Ake you acquainted with the rapid Manner in which the Lowland pic 
5 aer carry on their Bulineſs? 
Only from Hearfay. 


7 Ader having been FA of . do you! not Wi + that TY 15 
Quantity of Spirits which they produce, may have an Effect in preventing 

 Diltilleries being erected at Dundee, as well as the ſmuggling of 3 
from the Highland Diſtricts? 

I do not think ſo; becauſe owing to Grain beip cheaper at Dundee 

than at the Firth of Forth, and Coals not much higher, I ſee nothing to 
event the Diſtillers, who work rapidly, from erecting Diſtilleries at Dundee, 

6 7 8 prevented. by the ugs ns 225 the NO Ik or ſome other 

auſe. 


11 all the Diſiner Trade was in a ver 
po wer to affect the Barley Market? 
lt they were to enter into a Combination 1 dare ſay it might, for A 

ſhort Ti 0 but 1 do not think | i could laft, TOW the Reaſons I ſtated 


| before, 


What i is the | Price of 1 6 a Whiſkey at Dundee? „„ 
J believe 64. per Gallon, Glaſs Proof, The: Price of Lowhnd | 

whiſkey is lower, bur 1 don't know how much, 

M1 it preferred to Lowland Whiſkey? _, 
It is by the better Sort of People, I 


| er Hands wight i be in es 


WE the Grain you ſhip ed from Dundee, what was the 3 ſent 
to Ho Parts of Scotland, and what ſent to England, for other Coun- 
tries . . 

0 he Bulk of Barley 1 bey ts % the Diſtillers. in the Firth of 

Fonh and I have ſeldom ſent any to England except of Crop 794. 


a- Pe of 5p vi fl web in Dandee as an pennt, and at wha 
en 
| 1 Me ſome Time laſt Year. 5 2 


Did you at that Time hear Commis frm the Dealers, that 
Hands were full of a Quantity of Spirits which would anſwer the at 
ſumption for Hens Months, and chat they would be conſiderable Loſers 

from this Circumſtance, 


do not recollect having any Converſation on the Subject 955 them i 
but no Doubt the Cauſe of thei ir Fall was Oy to the — in Hand. b 


1 was the Price of Barley in | the End of 1796 and Beginning. of 
. "Om it _— high from 254. to 264, per TY 
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paid for fine Barley this was in November. In December it LING to 
fall, and continued to OE till summer. 


Had not the Diſtillers very large Stocks of Barley at that Ties laid ü in. e 

at the high Price, 1 „ 
Not at the high Price I 961 but 1 believe they had a great 
Deal 18 was e at bros 195. to Le 1. 1. 

What occurs to 790 pk + be the Reaſon 18 25 Price pe] $p irits See 
fall, when the Diſtillers were poſſeſſed of a great Stock of Barley, laid in 
at a. high Price, and when at the ſame Time the eres Dux, was increaſed, „ 
and the Price of Barley fell very conſiderably ? : Ep 
Ihe Reaſons, in my Opinion, were owing to the high Price that 8 
Spirits ſold at, at the Time of the Prohibition, which induced the Diſ- 

tillers to diſtil a large Quantity, not expecting the Price would fall ſo 
much and alſo, I Yu from the a Rapidity of Diſtillation. | 


How do you know that the Rapidity i in Diſtillation was increaſed 128 
From Report. Eo ed > x 
"Be 
When the Duty i is ried by a certain Rate upon the Gallon of the Still, 
and the Diſtiller obliged to pay whether he works or not, do you think. 
that it is more in the Power of the Farmers to combine againſt the Diſ- 
tillers or the Diſtillers againſt the Farmers? 
1 think neither can ä for any Length of Ti ime, againſt the 
other, | 


Might not the OY Fall in the Price of Barley, from 3 Period you 
We alluded to, have been in a great e the Cauſe of the Fall in the 
Priee of Spirit??? „ „ 

the make no Doubt but it was. % , 42008 NO N 


Did the Price of Wn, Spirits fan in n the ſane + Pro OTLION as. 
Lowiand t-* | _ eats "x „ 
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„ mt 14 die 8 3 
Mr. WILLIAM ursLor, VI 
Late Diſtiller at fans 1 
Cala; in, 0 examined. ; 


"now long have you been a Dine and was not you a (Corn Je: ler - at 


7 ſame Time? 
I have been a Die Twelve Cat, and. com Merchant the ſame 


ien your RA of Hitting, 1 becker do you "ey that you 
could take more Spirits from Malt alone, or from a Mixture of Barley with 
Malt, ſuppoſing the Malt to be made with the ſame Sth of ls ; 
From a Mixture with TY 


| What Proportion of Barley i is generally tdi . 

I uſed in the Proportion of Three of Barley to Two of Malt, * 
| Heede, but what is calls uſed I do not know ; but I am told, and 
have Reaſon to believe, that the Half of the T rade in the e uſe as 


much as I have ſtated or more. 
In what Proportion will the Mixture, you. have. mentioned, produce 
more 7 — than Malt alone? 
me e Quatity, that has been deſcribed C. 20 


If the Mixture is of the 
per Cent. more; but. in 9 to the Quality, and Os of the 


Grain, 


” 14 the Birley ih . Lohahis generally nearly of the lame Wk . 
No, they differ very much. 1 


Is the Coal of the fame Quality? 
- There is a very great Difference in that alſo ; in the Neighbourhood of 
Edinburgh and the Weſt of the Lowlands, the Coal is berter than . the 


Coal in Dumfri ir and that Neighbourhood. 


How often did you uſually run your Still, and The often 8 you think 
a Still can be run in Twenty-four Hours? 

I never run my Wall Still in leſs than Twenty-eig ht or Thirty 
Minutes, which was of Seventy Gallons including the Heae, the Charge 
was Fifl r iro ogy but I know that Diſtillers do run their Waſh Stills 1n 
Fifteen Minutes. My Still was about Eleven Inches — in the . 
and the Dimenſions about Three Feet. 


Did you uſually leave any Waſh in the Still to 3 it from burning ; 
if ſo how much, and do you think this Practice neceſſary ? 
Il left none that I could help, and I do not ſuppoſe there was more 

deft than from a Quart to Half a Gallon; and as to the EET of this 
Meaſure it * on che Form of the Still's Bottem. "it 
. ow 


* 


e 
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How many Gallons of Waſh did you 1 uſually take from a Quarter "= 
Matt, or from a Quarter of Malt and Parkes mixed, _ 
Mauch the ſame, and I took: different Quantities at different Pex 
1-did not find it neceſſary to take ſo little when the Duty was hoe 28 when 
it was high, and I brought it down to Thirteen 2 auen Gatlons 25755 


Waacheſter Bulhel, or 104 Gallen ny Re 7 


Explain the Dilfercive f brug away the Strengeh of 9220 Gn hi 


tween fine Grain and weak Grain ? 

The weak Grain being more huſky, and a greater Quantity of | re 
a to make up Weight, it requires more wetting, inſomuch that you | 
cannot bring away the Strength of that Grain in fo little Bulk or 2 
uy as fine rn, by a Srest Difference, i in Powe tion to chat Weaknels. 


What do you pot! is rhe leaſt Quantity of Waſh takkey tem! a Quarter 
of Barley or Male, ſo as to bring away the full Strength of the Grain? 

I have ſtated 104 Gallons 25 ee boy if 8 Grain is OT fine 
it may be brought away in leſs. ; ͤͤĩð D ę tt} N 


7 Howe many Times did you allow. to run Waſh: in T menty-four Hours 
and how much to run Low Wines into Spirits? | 
The Time I took depended: upon the Strength and F ineneh of the 
Waſh; if the Waſh is ſtrong, it may be done in Eighteen Hours in the 
| e and . Low Wines RUBEN. in Ke remarrage © Six.—l worked 


What Duty 4 a think it . on the Gallon of Spiele when a 54 
. per Gallon is 15 on the Still? 
I do not ſuppoſe there are Two Diſtillers in Scotland who - pay the 
fame Rate of Duty, as it depends on ſo many Circumſtances. —For Inſtance, 
Situarion as to Grain, Coal, Yeſt, the Goodneſs of the Apparatus and Sill 
_ of the Diſtiller, &c. but it may be made, and is made to my Knowledge 
to come under 3 4. per Gallon, Ten per Cent. under Hydrometer Proof, 
and how much under that depends upon the Circumſtances above ſtated. 
But, for Example: If a Di iller is in a toletable good Corn Country 
and runs his Waſh Still in Twelve Minutes, and puts Seventy Gallons of 
Waſh into a Still of 100 Gallons Entry, and takes Thirteen Gallons of 
Waſh from ſuch Mixture of Wincheſter Buſhel before deſoribed, and 
finiſhes his Waſh in Eighteen Hours, and his Low Wines in Six, and pro- 
duces One Gallon and a Half of Spirits, Ten per Cent. under Hydrometer 
Proof, the Duty will ſtand him in 449. per Gallon, Ten per Cent. under 
Hydrometer. Proof, and that, if the Produce, of the Buſhel is Two Gallons, 
will ſtand him in 34. and if Two Gallons and a Half 244, and if a Diſtifler 
can take the whole Strength of his Malt, or Mixture of Malt and Grain 
in Twelve Gallons of Wah from the Wincheſter Buſhel, and the other Pro- 
portions the ſane, his Duty will ſtand in the Produce of One Gallon and 
a Half to the Bufhel, 244. 1 Two ns, 24, god T wo Gallons and 
« Hal, 314. buds Fraton. 
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eee e odo, and a . produced from, 3 Win- 


cheſter Buſhel i in Scotland? 1 


x | Dumiiics, of the Pech u "and. 4 "Bal < . 
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What is the greateſt Weight of Scotch Barley you have known to the 
p I have known Barley grown in the County of Haddington, in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Dunbar, weigh 55 Pounds the Wincheſter Buthel, and has been 
at that Rate the Two laſt Crops, In Dumfriesſhire, Galloway, and Airſhire, 
the Barley only averages 47 and 48 Pounds to the Wincheſter Buſhel. 
The Reaſon is, in the County of Haddington the Land and Climate is 


much better they have not ſo much Rain. 


What is your Opinion, as to the Quality of the Grain of the Highlands 
' compared to that of the Lowlands? 
5 * varies ſo much in different Parts of the Lowlands, that 

1 ſhould not cine if there was as great or greater Difference between 


the Highlands and the weak Grain of the Lowlands, as there is between 


the good and weak Grain of the Lowlands; at the ſame Time I am in- 
ſormed, there are many Places in the Highlands where there is good Grain 


taiſec. %%% ⁵œłd0-—o[[[ +þ) 4 „„ | 
Do you think there ought to be a Difference in the Duty on Account 
-of this-Tacquality? © - | 5 . 
Certainly; becauſe the Difference in Grain is ſo great, in Point of 
Produce, that I have known the Difference between good and weak Grain, 
though equally ſound, and the ſame Weight of each uſed, to be C. 30. 


iis eee 


Do you think all the Diſtillers in the Lowlands ſhould 
4 2 do not think they ſhould, becauſe of the Difference of the Quality 
oft rain, - 5 5 ) Br Oe RF | 


What do you Ne were the Reaſons why the Diſtillers in Galloway, 
Airſhire, and Dumfriesſhire, gave up diſtilling? = __ 
From the inferior Quality of the Grain, and the ſuperior Skill of the 
— ( ͤ , Col. of oo erm ns 


What Method do you think ſhould be taken to prevent Diſtillers. and 
Dealers from putting Ingredients into their Spirits, which may deceive and 

J V T2 
By very ſevere Penalties. 


Do you think theſe Practices take place? 
Do you know that ſuch Practices prevail both among the Diſtillers 
and Spirit Dealer? FFC 
I know they were practiſed by Diſtillers —Ingredicnts were added ts 
paſs off weak . dp for ſtrong, and were very much uſed before the Hy- 
drometer and Beads were generally known or uſed. Thoſe Ingredients 
were, a Mixture of Oil of Vitriol with Oil of Almonds. I don't know 
in what Proportion the Oil of Vitriol was uſed ; but it was to ſuch an Ex- 
tent that it was a Saving of Five per Cent. and upwards to the Diſtiller; 
if they uſed it in greater Quantities, they might have ſaved more; bur 
1 don't know that it was uſed to a greater Extent. It is likewiſe uſed by 
ſome of the Dealers, The Hydrometer will detect the Mixture of the 
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Were 1 not confidereble:4 Quantities of 
land within theſe few Lear: ? ; f ae 
I don't know what Quantities are tie 3 1 e EE 
„but the Quarter Icome from, which comprehends Four Counties ! 
they ſend Three Fourths of all the Barley and Bear they grow _ Be 1 „ 
Oes N ente Kare ang: to: r rene * za bed 
_ 8 4 3; RIES i 4 
What 4 you conſider to be the Cauſe of the: preſent low Price of Grain 
in e e 4 1 3 
The great Quantities of Grain lately: importe ane the Farmers raiſing 
more Grain on Account of the former very high Price, inſomuch that they” 
ſowed with Barley and other Grain, from One Third to One Fourth more of 
Land than uſed to be in Grain, which they could not afterwards lay down 
in Graſs, &c. to Advantage, but at an Interval of Two or Three Yeats. 
The Price in my Part of Scotland has beſides been affected by 107 2 2 25 
| Sy" of the F wan; n 11 imported into nen, Lad 


What Effect do you think a Monopoly i in de Dialer Buſineſs would 5 

probably. have on the Price of Barley? | 
It would bring it down very low in my Ones ee the Diit- 

lery in Scotland uſes ſo much more Barley than the Diſtillery in England, 
in Proportion to the Size and Population of the Two Countries, and the e 
Breweries in England conſuming more Grain in Proportion than thoſe in N 
Scotland. I have ever ſound that the dee the Demand for any One „ 
Article is, ihe People who. uſe⸗ . 1 0 * bee it eee in en, Wü to 
keep down the Price. ; 95092314 v6 19 viow 


4 the Articles get low, they then make ſor he 4 Bug liſh-. Marker; 400 

ſo come back and knock don every orher Diſtiller. 'By allowed, 1 mean 
this: In order to be permitted to work ſor the Engliſh Marker, a Diſ- 
tiller muſt enter Two Stills at J. 54. per Gallon the one not leſs than 200 
Gallons, excluſive of the Head; the other, a Fourth Part of that Content, 
excluſive of the Head; and only the One or Tw Houſes I, refer 10 can 
afford to carry on the Buſineſs to that Extent. Another Reaſon for my 
| ſaying there is a Monopoly at preſent in the Spirit Trade is, that. from 
the vaſt Quantities (People having ſuch large Entries make) they can over- 
run the Marker, and it has been done, and ſtock their Cuſtomers to ſuch 

an Extent, as to ſupply them with Spirits for the Demand of Monthe to 

come, and having done ſo, they have it in their Power to ſetile thrir 
Accounts with their Cuſtomers all over the Country, and in the Courſe of 

One Weck knock down the Price of Spirits 14. 64. or 26. per Gal- 5 5 
lon— This was particularly done in laſt March was Twelve Months, not- — 
withſtanding they hadJarge Stocks of Grain in Hand at à very da: = 
Price, as 3s. 6d. 45. and 44. 6d. per Wincheſter. Buſhel; and not- | „ 
wichſtanding their having fuch Stocks, and the Duty on the Still riſing 

from £18 to . 54. all in the Courſe of Iwo or Three! Months, they 155 
lowered the Price from 5 5. 6 d. per Gallon L. 10 an 3 aer, . 7 


ae 0G to 34. 4 d. ans, K* Kullan. 2 .•7 ¹ I H 
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expert and fkilful in the Trade's of courſe theſe People 


poly but by Licence under bee Reſtrictions. 


7 -of the Grain? 
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o think bar if the Mode of Lietnce Duty mould be coritinoed, 
and 45 — much increaſed, that it would be the Means of meteuug 


he Monopoly' in Spirits, and thereby affeet the Price of Barley 
"oy — — becauſe an increaſed Duty vill r . greater 


C: val; and turn rhe Trade totally into the Hands of 4 
wit, would hs 2 


in their Fower to ory api 4 TR 25 wow ae ee _ the Price of 


its you think, if the Dury ſhould be collected by Sorvey, chat chat | 
would 0 the Effect of continuing or increaſing the Monopoly? 
Moſt affurediy—becauſe it is an Object for a Diſtiller to rb 4 
Still of 10, 000 Gallom without paying the Duty, when it would: be no 
Temptation for a ſmall Diſtiller to run a Still of 2 or 300 Gullons, the 
Penalty always having been the ſame. I have been credibly informed by 


Perſons who have been in che Diſtillery Buſineſs whilſt under Survey, that if 


any ſmall Diſtiller ſmuggled only Spirits to ſuch an Extent, as to reduce 


the total Amount of Duty paid by him to 6 d. per Gallon, the great 
Diſtillers were able to underſall greatly, and conſequently to ruin them. 
L think the Collection by Survey would produce ſo auth mus and 


e that _— Te D uty vous be oolſecbed. 


What would: appear to you the bet Method of collefng the Duty fs 
- to ſecure the Revenue, to prevent Monopo7ß ? 8 
i 6 and prevent M no 


I ſee no Method poſſible! to ſecure the Reven 


What, in your Opinion, onght'thoſe Reſtrictions to be? 
1 wake have Stills 1 One Size and Shape, and * ue Din 
on the Contents of the Still, the Head, Pipes, and Worm, and ſo con- 
ſtructed that no Diſtiller could have it in bis 80 £0 run a Still of Stills 


. ſaſter than another could run his. 


-Deleribe the Size md tans irons toc of 7 e „ 
The Size and Shape would ney & 98 the my” that i viked | for 
om the-different Quarters olf Scotland 5 


Have you any Obje&ion wdeHiver is in to ti Epe, in nog, 
a' Deſcription f the Form and Conſtruction of Still, and Method or 
Diſtilling which you would recommend, in Order to obtain the e 


ol a fair Collection of wr: Oy and a TIA W e 125 


None at all. 
Do you. think wa bib; 0 Diſiltres 0 „ 
— e of ng over r the Coty ould 


think ſo in the-Lowlatds—they-are very much -conifihed at 
to particular Quarters in the Lowlands; in the Highlands 1 ec 


* are ſcattered enough; if they were more ſcattered in the Lowlands 


this would make the Prſee of Grain more equal, and induce zhe' Farmers 


to clean it better, and raiſe it of a beuer Quali ty, 


What Effect do you wink i it would have to hay the Duty on be Weight 


as the Duty was 40 be atempted by 0 the laying it op the 
* eight 


Weigh would have : very Se: Effet | in preventing y, and 
tending to get the Rerenne. Monopoly, 


eb ron brerLL Axa 
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Do you lnow that any Spirits have * 1 from — to England 


| from acroſs the Line of late Years, and to what Extent ? N 
| I don't exactly know the Extent, but they have in very conſiderable A 
Quantities, perhaps fb the Exxxũt of 4 Loſs! of from Lobo to £.70,000 a - 


Year to the Revenue wy, the OI n ths of ag _ a 5 
Duties. BT i a me ; 


What do you think” wouldibe the Beſt Mode af MIT PR his? AH - 
I know of none, but allowing Two or Three Diltilleries' upod that 


Line to work under Survey in the Way of Mr. Biſhop of Maidſtonè and to 
be allowed to ſend their Spirits to a Part of England adjoining to Scot- 


land, making them from a oy we k Waſh, and thereby obtaining a 
better Spirit, ſo as to induce the P. bi in that Parr of England to pur- 
.chaſe this ww WO at a TO rice that the common 8 pirits made 
in Sco 7, | : 


Tes. * 


What Effect 90 you think an add zonal Duty on Malt would 
ref pe to the Revenue and Agriculture of the Country? 

It would certainly rants 2 2 115 WWE induce u the whe - 

mer to raiſe better Grain. er ll 7A * 


w hat de you think the Tei con tion of Scotland is, in che 
Article of Spirits? 
I cannot tell exactly At 5 ills « of Spirits are fop ſed to 


* 


be conſumed j in a _ I ; Sor nd, ers the rw, 26. antics = _ 


What i is he — te 712855 Price of orie, c Provf, in x your Part 
of Scotland, as ſold by he Diſtillers ? 1 | 


3% 6.4, and 5 . wholeſale, 3 } þ | 


What Duty do you aha Spirits, One in reß ul H eden Proof, 


'bear per 'Gallon, vithout ene che .RoxEnue by an 8 0 . 
Smuggling. , 


.4; ſhould Oops from 26 to 26, 64. E 4 | 
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this Still, Body, Head, Wo Am, and Pipes, meaſure one 
Hundred Gallons, at the Duty of C. 54. per Gallon, and to be worked Six 
s of the Week, the Duty will be J. 12. 145. 4 d. per Day that this 
Still ſhall boil and run off in One Hour—that the Body ſhall contain Fifty 
Gallons, the Head Twenty five, and the Worm Twenty-five, i in all One 
Hundred Gallons that Fifty Gallons of Waſh ſhould bo put into each 


Still—chat Sixteen Hours ſhall be allowed to run Waſh, ak Eight 4 


ines —that Thirteen Gallons of Waſh ſha!l he taken from the WInche 
uſhel the Duty will ſtand thus a 


* 7 11 
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„ Jons Produce,” is «One Hundred 8 1 1. Tpenty⸗chree Gallons Fa 7 Spiris, Ten 
8 8 under 1 25. per Gallon Duty, is . 1 . 
„„ Aue 73 on hs! Contents . 12 14 4 ,,, 
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JJ Difference ow 28 . F 
N Hours; 1 mean, that the a above Still ſhould be k heated ! 
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What good Ef do as think would follow from being heated on 15 . | 


1 think that a Still conſtructed in chat W ay would. prevent C bn 
Diſtiller having an Advantage over the other in Point of Duty, at leaſt W 
would greatly tend to make the Duty equal, becauſe Stills of One Size - 1 
and Shape being boiled in Water, they muſt come to work at the ſame — 
Time, and that the Head, Pipes, and Worm, being of One particular Bine V 
and Shape, muſt alſo run in the' ſame Time. ee, e 5 ol 
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Why ſhould $:ills bolled in Water ail more ehe than Stills which 8 

are heated by Fire? . 5 N x 
It is my Opinion that they will, este 1 conceive dint all Water 

22 be of the ame Hear 3 the Fire be applied in One Way, and 
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nee Puſt/of-yoi Plan lar. Susen 1985, bild e allowed . 
n Waſh, and Eight outs Low Wines, will got ſome Kind of Survey be 
neceſſary to et that? | | N e OOTY 

1 think that Government will adopt no Plan without a artial Survey, 


ſeo as to prevent the Apparatis oY changed, aud to te the Ci leu- 
lation anſwers the Duty propoſed, JJ ²˙ 
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What Kind of Sury rey do you ink would be neceſſu 3 3 5 
occalionally to'ſee how faſt they worked der . | 


Vo you think it proper to/allow th ine niche © 
out any Fr or Check whatever, Fal to 1 tel Spirits 5 


mits ? 0 0 
ink it would be pre ws them 60 ork | 


5 
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Tiga. ce Tad a partial Survey or Check—T 12 oe, that if is,p 
that the Exciſe ſhould grant Permits for the Spitits, and "Git the 
Hllers ſhould nor be alloived to grant Certificates thetnſtlves, as has. 
the Caſe, and I do not conceive that Government will ever 4% the Tra 


rr / 9 I art 5 


pro 
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© our. Flee of « Sci, do you mean that the Copper in which the Stil 
e 15 17 ſhould be open at the Top or cloſe * 

: It ſhould be open, for if it was cloſe they would be very "= to oſe 
the Boiler for diſtilling. — 


9 you know whether it | has been the Pradice of the Diſtillers to take 
any Part of the Low Wines ot by the firſt Diſtillation, which is found ſuf- 
iD fieiently ſtrong. and N put them | into their Stock as Spirits, gue 
doubling? 
5 I & not 3 that i it is done ; ini 11 may be oe. and 1 believe i is 
: done, becauſe I have had Low Wines very often of ſuch a Strength and 
Quality as were equal and better than much Spirits that I have ſeen ſold 
for good and fair diſtilled Spirits. The Quantity and Quality of the Low 
Wines depends on the a of the * and i is o ö to be 160 3 
TOY. BOW Waſh. | N 
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15 it your "Opinion, & thac $6 Uk of « a corre v Worm, is van! to che 
Mal of Spirits diſtilled by it? 

I think-a Are Ow A is better, | beeauſe it is is more th," and of , 
Courſe more gp no VVV 


35 zi Sopholing your Plan for eee the Nieder the oreabhiing . 

was not to ſucceed, wou'd you' not think a Survey are fl and wat 
” kind of Survey? ; - 
I will give an Anſwer to this Queſtion in Writing, along » with the As- : 
been to the Pe e | PN 


Z: A : 1 59 \ . ; 4 ah, 


i 8 * you. ever 0 apnicy ot ee EI Hawke the 
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” hat i is 7" Extent of your pee gn on an n Average 1 
We generally ſell one Week with another — che Year Fi ire 
or * Dupcheons 5, the Diſtiller's ELON. contains on an NV 1 


| Do pou i Fa 5 — „„ . 
TI bur | meane above to ſpeak of the Sale of White. 


Wüst is the Average Quantity of Foreign Spirits you fell "i 

Not above Twenty or Thirty Puncheons of Rum in the | ea 
little Gin or Brandy is uſed in our Part of the Weſt of Scotland. I be- | 
" NEV there 1 is a oe Deal of Dutch Gin ſmuggled | into Airſhire,  _ 


aging prevails i in Glaſgow from the Hi ighlands ?- 
I know it does; 1 have been offered Highland Whiſkey ; — I have 


nh the Exciſe Sales, where 1 ee were told. thar bay: been 
ſeize 


| What is the heat retail Price of Lowland Whitey at c per 


"Do you know that Smu 


"One Glaſs Proof ? | 
From $4 44. to 64. 8d. per Gallon. . ; ns | 


What is the retail Price of Highland Spirits? Wo gs 
About the ſame—it generally ſells at. the 87 Price wich ys ben 
Lowland Whiſkey—ſome People with us like the Peat Flavour, and 
there is a Perſon in our Neighbourhood who diſtils ries from Malt 
dried with Peat, for us to ſopply ſuch Cuſtomers, | 


a 


' Do you find your Cuſtomers in general give any Pits to pid 
dite from Malt alt alone over thoſe diſtilled from a Mixture of Malt and 
Raw Grain? 
| There are ſome who prefer Spirits made from Malt alone, and it 
ſells from 3 to e per OR. carer tha LOO, * from, 2 Mix- 
ture. 


» 


Can you tell what 88 are uſed to make Spirits a ppear © Wat 
2 they are, and if n is any eaſy Method Spin detefing this Prac- 
tice 


. 1 know that a Mixture * the Oil of Aid de and Oil of Vitrio has. 
| been uſed, to raiſe what is called the Proof of Spirits; that is, a Sort of 
bubbling on the Surface. When this Practice bas bern uſed, the Ap- 
Ppearance of the Spirit itſelf detects it, by the Colour being blueiſh 
and muddy. e the Diſtiller or Spirit Dealer might make the 
Spirit appear 5 per Cent ſtronger than it really 1s, 1 think the Ap- 
pearance of the Spirits would make it ſell at leaſt 74 per Cent. leſs than 
_pamixed: Spirits of the ſame ſuppoſed Strength 1 do not think that the 
- at neceſſary to produce the Effect can reader the Spirits unwhole- 
- ome, the Quantity ve ſo ſmall, but on the Whole I think it cannot be 
'the Dealers ereſt 9 it—About Three Tea Spoonsful of the Mix- 


Ties; one for what ey called Smu gled Spirits, which! went out „„ 


7 
- 
* 
* 
7 
1 
# 


ture is ſufficient for a Whole Puncheon; the 
Third of Oil of Vitriol to Two Thirds of Oil of Almonds ; a greater 
vantity would make the Spirits appear ſtill bluer and more. muddy, ang 
would raiſe ſo great a Head that the Thing would immediately.be diſcovered. „„ 
The Effect of the Mixture will remain in the Sp irits for Months, This . 
Mixture goes by the Name of The Doctor; the Temptation to uſee 
it is greater in Foreign Spirits than Home 8 irits, owing to the — EE oo 
in the Price ; when I have ſeen it uſed, the Two In redients were put to- FF 
her at the Time. I believe it is much more uled in Foreign pirits, %%% | 
and 8 eaſily detected i in Home · made Spirits, becauſe they — 


, F * oy * - 


1 


e 


. . 


DO you "know from your own Ex erience, that Raw Grain Whiſkey i 
unwholeſome, or did you ever hear from your Cuſtomers that they „ 
fered from its unwholeſome Qualities Ba it Fl, 85 „ | „„ 
3 A never . Mar 4. 5 were : leſs wholeſome than other Spirits, d N 
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HAD the Diſtillers, when under the survey oſ the Exciſe, Two Prices | 


* 
1 


for their Spirits? pr EE — = „ 


gher Price for what went out under Per- 
mit; the Price of ebene 8 Irits was 35. per Gallon, Glaſs Proof; and 
the uſual Price for what was fold with Permit, was 35. 44, to 35: 5d. 
per Gallon, Glaſs Proof; the uſual Practice, when a Dealer bought Spirit: 
from a Diſtiller at chat Time, was, the Diſtiller ſold him equal Quantities 
of both at the different Prices I have mentioned, and-the Joe was to run 
the Riſk of the Seizure, unleſs when the Diftiller ſent any out without 


; Ave there many Diſtillers at 
1 cannot ſtate the Number; but 1 Know 


4 n 
„ 


* Could any. Ti wo. 


* 
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hike is in e from Raw E N ol ee * 4 * 


mw_ Malt, i is LON from 46 0 5 4. per Gallon. 


*in 55e OF ion, have the Hat or Fr Daleks in er the greateſt 


s 0 ocks of Spirits in Hand, in proportion to the "Extent of their Works? 


2 726 ofitively ay; but 1 have generally believed the * DIE 15 
tilen uſually 2 the greateſt Stocks | in Proportion to rheir Works. | 


0 


Ds 5 the great or ſmall Diſtillers ſell at the loweſt Piles == ny 250 cn 5 15 
The great Diſtillers generally ſell at the loweſt e 3 "g lat ies 


bo Fig” 2 2 
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Why does it of a OY? we a it Price ? Y 
I believe there is a greater Proportion of that Spirit than from pure 


1 Malt alone ; it is generally reckoned not ſo palatable, and likewiſe the : 


Raw Grain does not pay the Malt Duty, which enables the Diſtiller to af- 

ford the Spirits cheaper ; he can alſo get a greater Quantity of Spirits from 
the fame Weight of Grain, when the Whole is not malted ; the Difference 
in the Price of Spirits made from a Mixture of Raw Grain, and thoſe made 


AV 


Did you. ever. know any, Claſs of. the Diſtillers 8 to o monopolize 


the Market to themſelves, or if they did form ſuch a Plan could they, in 
your Opinion, have ſucceeded in it ? | 


I never heard of any Set of Diſtillers combined to make a Monopoly 


of the Corn Trade, nor do JI believe they can ealily do it, becauſe there 
are Brewers and Makers of Pot Barley conſtantly in the Market with the 


Diſtillers, who generally give as high a Price as they do; and, likewiſe, : 
never knew the Diſtillers maintain a good e among them 
— 8 5 


Have you ever heard, . the Trade a was bas ene b of the Pace, 


| that ſome of the Officers had a Concern with the Diſtillers? 


I have heard of One who had a Concern in a Diſtillery, and who I 


. know received a Part of the Profits; the Officer was diſmiſſed, I believe, 


for that and other Cauſes ; he appeared to have deen a Partner big ping < 


Terk, This i is the only Inſtance T have heard of, POET 


 [Nore. This e was n by Meſlrs, Maid 


. — and Leven, Officers of the Exciſe, now mn 


eee 


: 7 England to Scotland? 
| land co 


poling it n not to | be larger than from Eifry t 10 Sixty 


1555 you 1 that great Quant of Porter and Ale are brought from 


I know that chere are Q e | ; of Porter brought from Eng- 


53 


May. not A in "hows Degree a account + for the apparendly f ſmall | Extent of 
0. wo e Arles, 


« the Scotch Brewery? 
There is no Doubt but i 95 legen *. Manu factor 
: Tags alſo. the ANTI GAG Rt ne ger 


- How 5950 in an Hour 40 you o think a Sal, of the improved flar Con- 5 


1 13 could be charged and diſcharged i in an Hour? 


I ſhould think about Three Times in ao Hour, the Singliog Still . 8 
Gallons 2 and 


"caged 5 


30 oren DIST, LI ERV ppondix? Wi. 6% 


1 about Ihree Fourths, the Strongtli of the Waſh to be about yoo! 

Gallons from the Boll of Malt, and that Waſh properly fermented, and 

ovided the Diſtiller has Plenty of Water to cool his Worm; but 1 3 

be no ene e of 1895 a 1 1 5 1 „„ 

Do you thiok chat Tos a Duty on {the Worm x would tend | 0 DU 
the Trade on a more equal Footing? 4 

No, I do not; the Diſtiller who kak Plenty of running Water would 

| ahyays have the Advantage" of his Neighbour who. had nöt. Pte 10-7 


 Didgou ve in pour Stills 8 Vorms s of copper or or Block Tin? - 
„ ; . „ 1 , C0 & $5 £5 ; F WY: 8 I I| þ 115 0 5 1 
1 1 * $ 12 71 Fe * * 


Wha ts of Nifady: . 8 Fr corthe other? apt 
* nen Wenns are cheaper and lat «he Tanger, © OY, PK! ot 
"Dia | you of the 22071 Worms for doubling a8 wells as for am, ng the 
De ee — Low wn ines or Spi 
en een Copper Worms? e 
1 never perceived that the Low fro ber Wot were - 
more green than Low Wines from the Tin ene 7 21 Appear- 
ance was when the Still firſt began to run, and har "yy wn gag ; 
was n put back and diſtilled a ſecond Time. PS Sabena 


: 75 $2 4 1 
wo 


Did you ever hear any Compleine of the unyholeſomenels of Spire that 
have'b been diſtilled from 1 e f... DIE. 
7 8 N $A ag 41 e V . 1 : 

| | Would n not a . ee ok i tbe Coden: Ls Worm, ee ry Dane 
to. Sire up Duſineſs who might not have a plentiful Supply of Water p41 
I ſuſpect. it would have that Effect RE not ſufficient 'Wati 


* his Form, he could not of conſequence do 185 n . = * 
* cighbour v who had Fung n W 1 1 


$0 3 WP” +, 
2 


" Would i it not t hold forth a great 55 5 Pg - Dili « to "a * 
great Part of the Spirit, from its not being condenſed? 


It mignt if a Diſtiller hurried his Work faſter than the Warm could 
convert the Steam into F Me 15 


gre 


2 ; i $4 F £3 
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0 the Uſe of Cope oper Sg 1 Effeats, at not mating. 
the Worm of that Metal 1 0 theſe Effects in a ſtronger Degree than 


would ariſe from having the Still and the Head only made of it, from the 
Circumſtance of the Difficulty of cleaning the Worm, atid others which 


may occur to you? _ 
If there are bad EffeQs ariſing from the Still and Head being e, 


per, theſe Effects muſt neceſſarily be increaſed by the Worm being alſo of 
Copper, but there can be no bad Effects ariſe from the Difficulty of clean- 
ing the Worm, as that may be done with Eaſe in a very ſhort Space 
 Time—the Worms of all Diftillers' are generally covered with Water 


the — of Three or Four Feet ey the as 8 f ] the Worm ; to 
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233 Worm ROE and with Eapsditen, it is ds e e 
have a Plu 


Worms ? 


found to have the greateſt Effect on 


7 N r — P * 8 
N q i Vie 83 1 N x * 00 - A 
(= wy Croat CP W n R e 0 men 9 . ART 
n FÄ er enn e 
3s 15 * | Pg og N 1 * N r eee * F ! 1 
* * . a 72 he 5 by 7 7 * Ly % &Þ 4 Y 
© YH 


in the _—_ TT ova the ee o to RNS in 1 5 ron: for the 
of cleaning; if, 1 55 > 8. 8 ” 4 | oy | 5 $2. Wh 


VP 1 LY A 
ö © 6 « io 5 1 5 


vo you chink that it might * more aa cleaned a by ronning e a 


ks 


5 Charge of Warer from che Sc 


"Which of the. Methods 4's you ; ſe to i . your nr Copper 


55 4 


It was our Praftice ao we 1 up a new Still and Worm, 10 run dhe. | 
Still once with Water before we 1 to diſtill; new Copper I always 

pirits, and when a Still had remained 

ſome Days without being uſed, we always cleaned the Body of the Still by 


ſcouring it, as you would a Copper Kettle, and the Worm by letting Water 


* 


take place except where the 


run Wage 9 5 in thy 4:7 Ives i OG TNIOIN - we e cleaned 8 
vo you : ce ir Go had been e . in the: Still and the 25 
Worm, that running the Water through the Worm as you have deſcribed, 


would have cleaned. it as effectually as ſcouring would clean the Still? 


We always thought that Practice was ſufficient-to Win gs rx and 


| Sal i to proyent any-bad Effycts, from the Lappe, 1 


I Fe 1 45 I +: 1 * F PT, 4 


"ken. 3 Stil is in Er Uſe, 1550 you conſider that Vedi can 5 


be produced either in the Still or Worm? > Treas 23: 


NO, 1 90 not. 


Did youe ever am the Y Colour ich you a have mentioned 
orm was Copper 
never diſcovered any greeniſh Colour ariſing from the Worm being 


made of Copper more than be ing made of Tin. Tin Worms were ſor⸗ 
merly uſed by the Diſtillers. I found them in Uſe at our Diſtillery, it was 
afterwards found 1 n N were S wh i more e 7 


and wee 6 


43-8 E : 8 : 3 
E ; FN of 


Have you not oſten heard that we ve of l Copper Worms v were ; dan- 


gerous N 5 


. ae confdered 1 hoſe who fa 0 2 


Ignorang of the Diſtillery Buſineſs. 


Are not the Copper Worms; in n gener tinned within Side . 
3 Ts . 


. yours „% 5 . „„ 
We had one that was, 3 one that» Rs oe 


wo ho Stills ever ee within Side 7 


Did yoo perceive any „ Difference between the Low Wines or ies 


25 25 your, e W W was . and cha. whed 


1 | 
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| Dop ou think the Practice of tinning Wornsi is ee ara 7 ol 8 
1 believe it is in prices EFT le 1 eel 
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45 16 nvrlly pai? | : v7 e b 3) TER 
I, annot TY exactly, but 1 ſhould think i it 18. n OE OR 
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> : WY 2 RIP D . 29 5 S 5 2 0 : 7 
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if hes was no Difference 3 tho Spirits diſtilled thera h 5 
Copper Worm not tinned, and that which nes een, IF movld People 
was at the Expence of tinning their Worms??? £7 N 
II can give no Reaſon, unleſs it was to prevent. the bad Effet which 5 
are aſcribe * many People to . i N 
nes Wh was you 2 Diſtiller? 7% tt HD WO ROT. - 
I I knew no other Buſineſs h * wg, 7 1 ieee * 
Brothers Difllr from 1780 to OO”. CVE ICT 003 107 194) | 


i # „ | 


Did you endeayour to cultivate. a wand Underſtanding with the Officers, 


as much before the Day was laid « on n the WAL in N * We, as after= - 


"1 believe much the ſhes. EO ae 5 1 575 e 


Did the Commencement of the Licence Duty i in #786 n wake any. pi 
auen in that Reſpect? 
It We we bad not the fame Intereſt to cultivate their good Offices, 


| What were "th 1 808 you fed to Gofer on as Officers 1 = 
I do not recolle& any particular Favours; we were TOOL kind and 
oblging, and ear gore. any Favour ey ate. - Woe 5 


Were thoſe Favours beine of a Petünnbty Mau 1 „ 
I do not recollect; I never gave any Money in my Life; if 1 aſked : 
the uſe of a Horſe, or 3 N of that . 1 Was wet 0 0 ac- | 
e bim. 5 | 


They might have got one; 15 was not a ; Partner nor c Calber to > my . 
e Brother. | ; 


Do you believe they did receive . Fa or on . 3 Your 


1 or ſome Perſon intereſted in the N which: 700 ee | - 


and they ſurveyed? 


1 have Reaſon to believe chat if 1 did not x get 5 Maker Jock. got : | 


5 s, gh 


fomerhing dane, 


vo you 1 mean Money's $ _ 2 Vn) 8 a OT 


„ you Panter thoſe Babe ae on hi S were e to 
the Otticers of the Diviſion, or extended ſometimes to the e of the 
Diſtrict, or the general Superviſor? k 5 
Iheſe Favours were, I believe, moſtly ootifined to the Officers of the 5 
9 e . Pres 1 nes . ra to . 1 wc „ 
: Tho "When 


8C0TCHPISTIL 15 EY —6ppen (Nr 


= did you c contrive 9 ne 7 or remove 9 l 

I ' ue general Practice then was to draw a Permit for a 8 thac- 

| Quantity was conveyed away to the Perſon -who bought under Covet of 
the Permit, and after that Quantity was ſecure the Faroue” v — re- 

A and covered a ſecond * 


In ml at Manner mas it returned? - 

iſtillers then uſually kept a wife Horſe for ins es wi 
Fe Permit, if the Place where the. Mga nete aus das at N * 
Diſtance from the Diſtillery. =; a a ee rages ad Sod 


How oſten did you ever know 45 905 Penk vſed? -- Uh 

I have.known it uſed to cover Two Cargoes ; great Guiatidet were 
alſo carried out of the Diſtller's By ck to n in n bs Neig zhbouthoat 
without Permit. 55 


A 
8 5 
1 85 


— Did not the Difficuley of 3 3 9 as: > Rode of 

. 4 cers, and partly 10 their e e ans me Wen a was 
adopted? TE 

tu mad did, 


Ws was the Year in "ich the Diſillery you yas s concerned a pid the 
Duty to Government? | 
"2 don t recolle&, the Books of the Exciſe vin ſhew it. 


111 it was W the Licence Duty x was s etabiſhed, how could a bg 
5 be the Cauſe of increaſing the Revenue 
The Licence Duty, which took place after the Survey ceaſed, could 


not increaſe the NN it being ſe dnl, ly 3 b 
it dere at your Dini ry any falſe: rasa, 


ws were ms Officers nen ben you were e carrying esp? 5 
I The Officer of the Diviſion never attended but in the Courſe f 
Survey, and wen we 3 88 1 him Notice chat he m was e 0 
b charged. 


As you mentioned that even where the Officers lend in the ee 
you have ſtated, Smuggling was not profitable, from the Cauſes you have 
.alfo*mentioned, 'do you not think it would be the Intereſt of the Diſtillers 

to pay the Duty fairly, if a Survey was ſtrictly executed? _ 
es Survey was revived and ſtrictly executed, ſo that no DiRtiller mer 
with any Favour, there 1 is no Doubt but! it might do well mug” 


Do you Snow whether the Smu lin of Hightand 80 irits was enerall 
om Diſtilleries near the Line. or 8 diſtant on ... 8 & 


Wy preſun ume in general from thoſe near elne. ward ara ek 


Did you ever bear that the Diſtillers i in "the more e WW as: „ 


complain, that they ſuffered from the Quantity of puns chat were ſent from | 
50 Eaſt Country by the great Diſtillers — * 


4 do not recollect any e Complain, but 1 ave heard Diſtillers 
> "oy 


2 


fle Sole nat el bag Spirie.ſo fall 1 roduct ; al 
Country Spirits;; we generally met with very eaſy-Salts. / As 9955 Deke EE 
who buy both from Eaſt and Weſt Country Diſtillers, we have an . 2 %%% 
tunity of: hearing che Sentiments of both, and the Eaſt Country Dealers | 
en en cer Sales are n * the Introduction of Welt Country „„ 
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Do you not t think E dhe Quality of the b l the principal Reaſon „ s 
which induces the Conſumer to pay a higher Price for n made from 15 


Malt, than from Raw Grain and Malt mixed? 
The Conſumer undoubtedly ag a higher 1 Pr ce for Malt Spirits, 


der wing 8 Py kis-Taſfe beſt. 


Did the Officers during the Survey, takeany Accountof the Low Wines 
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Do you think wel ple 6 
anxious to have the Licence Dr non are CER 8 W's rapi in| > 
Diſtillation which takes place in ſome Diſtilleries? _ 
I do not know Ankcher the Farmers know of the rapid Diſtillation, 5 
but T never beard 12 5 ex ba Wiſh thie te La 876 | ould' be 


—_—r OO On. OT 
Do: you not 1 chat if 8 a Still could 18 of vlan, „„ | 
Twelve, or Eight Minutes, that they would alter their Opinion? 
ö No, I rather ſuppoſe it would ſtrengthen their Love for the” L cence „%%% EE 
Duty, . to its confuring z greater oak" of wing EC 8 
"Do you - think thar rapid Diltillarion can incregſl 
Buſy, n that that muſt not be confined by the Mack or by 
mption of che Country for which the Spiries are to be made ? 
Tbere is po Doubt but Ne Conſumption of Spirits wc 


' the Demand for ny to be made i FT; * ee 
1 ä 
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TLLIAM HYSLOP,. 


vo you 1 8 the Way in n which Spirits. are ſmuggled 285 Scotland 


into England? | 
There are 4 2 Number of Spirit Dealers on the Line between 
England and Scotland, who keep their Stocks on the Scotch Side, and 
People come to them and purchaſe the Spirits both Wholeſale and Re- 
tail: What I mean by Wholeſale is, in Caſks of Ten Gallons, and ſo 
ſorth, and carried off on Horſeback by Retail — they take it off under Two 


Gallons, and in ſuch ſmall des as the Exciſe do not think it worth 5 


their while to take Notice of - thoſe . are e called n of — 
185 and are dux ( ̃ nnd ] ᷣ ˙ aflic2 - LN 


With n to the produce in Spirit, what Diference' do FRF 
there would be between a Buſhel of Barley Wincheſter Meaſure, which 
On: ny e Doe and 4 Buſhel which weighed F ey-fix 
Fou 

I ſhould expect Tow a Buſhel char would 3 Fifty fi Vents 
Three Gallons of Spirits, Ten per Cent. under Proof, and 10 the Buſhel 

wei Half of le wg iy 4 5 een 1 e not We One Gallon nos « 


'F rom Fiſy.6 fix 8 - Grain 1 Tanks 1 per Buſhel, 
how. much Spirits, Ten per Cent. under Proof, ſhould you expect? 
Ivo Gallons and a Quarter, the fame Strength, which 1 Twenty 
me 264 Cent, leſs. 


0 


"As Male is fo 3 3 how e can it ie be ſmuggled from Scotland 
W in e e ee eee 5 


I do not think i it can be ſmuggled j in | conſiderable. Quantities; | wat 


vo you know of any ofthe Proftices which take je place. to. defraud the, 
0 i of the Malt Duty? 
Ts or 


to 


Ie is done by ſhiſting Steeps , and FE 
tion of the Kiln ; ſome Kilns ing ſo conſtrued, that oy will d 
yur Malt i in | Three Hours, and brown Malt i in an * a Hal 
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F. rom my own Knowledge and Obſervation, together with Informa- _ 
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: as 


Wincheſter By 
Gallons and Three F ourths of the, ſame. 


to preſerve the preſent Syſtem of levying” 


fore of chem nn that the 
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1 have not the Calculation here. 
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What did you ſuppoſe to 
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About Three P ence per G llon. e Wield 40 4005 


oo what did you ſuppoſe the ee Dur! * England? 
Four Shillings, or rd rar 1 
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CS Barley, : 
x Scorch, 106 1 have had Two 


from Scotch Barley, 
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I do not remember whether Englith 61 
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Can yo PI 3 a SR Diſtiller in the onions hos 
te Duty? 7 


1 believe they are moſtly for the preſent Syſtein but 1 have bead 
would as ſoon be Woch en as in the wy 


ot Rr we . 
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"Do you. as heit Names? eee e 8 5 
MIx. Ak Muir, near Edinburgh—it" was bis 


eek 
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eman, of the Houſe 61 


Opiadeh as it is my own, that any Method of collecting by Survey would 


be better for the Diſtiſlers in general than the pteſent, on F 1 
ie Inequality, of Duty a5 paid by different Diſtillers ' unde! 


5 9 4 * * 
W * * 
4 
7 


in making Wah rom 7 =p Markey” is it 90% poſſible t. to er 4 3 . 
whole Smart of the Grain, and at the ſame Time to haye the Waſh . 
771 750 co trated, by returniog the weaker Þ Part 1 into the fobquene 
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Grain 
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made from wes 7 


Cannot the, Worts m 
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I have no Doubt but they may-—=but the Expence of boiling, gt 


would be ſo. 
frengihen his Worts, which. would. be done at leſs 


4; . 


and anſwer the ſame Purpoſe. „„ . 


, Do . WIE ther Flow mate fem High Grain would 6h that 
1t Same on the Quality —and I think it it is only the Flour of fine 
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I think i it impoſible in that Method. | ee, 
2 de | greatly concentrated * 
8 Lysporation? . | 


great, chat the Diſtller would preſer adding Flour, We, © 
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Qyvality of Coal, &c. 


Scotch Marl 
haye done ſo; and if they have not, what do you ſuppoſe have been their 


Worms not tinned within Side? 


From whom did you purch aſc-your Copper Worm? 
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ln the Calculations you have gien of the relative Advantages of Barley 

of different Weights, did you ſpeak from the general Opinion and Expe- 

rience of Diſtillers, or ſolely from your own? £©& © 
Solely from my owt... . _.- 


x 


Since you think it poſſible for the Scotch Diſtillers to monopolize the 
Brewers to acquire a Monopoly of Barley in'England «© 
I only ſaid. that the Scotch Diſtillers might make a . "yt of the 
Corn in Scotland, provided tile diftilling Bufineſs was in few Hands; but 


Barley in Scotland, whar is Jour Opinion with. reſpe& to the Engliſh 


in England T do not ſee how it could be poſlible for the Brewers there to 


make a Monopoly with teſpect to Corn, they being ſo numerous. 


The a. yay Diſtillers having. a Right to enter their Works for the 
et under certain Conditions, do you know if any of them ever 


Reaſons? e arg | , 
J believe none ever have,—I am clearly of Opinion, that notwith- 


| ſanding they have better Grain, and might underſell the Scotch Diſtiller 


in his own Market, did they . underſtand the Method of running their 
Stills as quick as is now practiſed by ſome of the Scotch Diſtillers, that 


it would not be their Intereſt to do ſo, having ſuch a capital Monopoly at 
Home, which might be hurt, by the Scorch Diſtiller coming to the Engliſh 


1 


Have you ever obſerved any bad Conſequences from the Uſe of Copper 


I have uſed Worms both of Copper not tinned, and made of Black 
Tin; I do not know, in point of Fact, that the Copper Worms commu- 
nicated any bad Quality to the Spirits, but we apprehended. they might, 
becauſe they got ſoon foul, which the Tin Worms did not, and we thought 
it neceſſary to clean them every Time we uſed the Still for doubling, by firſt 
running Water through them; this Method however, in my Opinion, could 
not, clean them ſufficiently. from the Verdigris or green Stuff which 


forms and adheres to the Inſide, _ 
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ledge of the P Proceſs of Diſtillation dem your own Practice? 
I never had any Concern in a Diſtillery, no further tha 550 LY 
Obſervations i i 1 Courſe of my adhd of theſe Works. 83 
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Have you any en of: judging of the a of the wah 
ed at the Weener at en or N N 2 
Ne. 85 11 5 wn ts 


af" 


1 the celene of 1 ai 8 of (spirits produce, popoioned 
to the Strength or Weakneſs of the WIS ; 


1 ſhould 1 Imagine it is. Wo 


5 "Do you know that ide a 1 spite is ; wanted, it is neceſſary to make 
the Waſh very weak? 
I cannot anſwer this Queſtion, having 504 no practical Knowledge 
of a Diſtillery—but, according to my Opinion, a weak Waſh, if well fer- 
mented and made, will produce a milder A; more PO 95 than a 
firopger Waſh. FO oy . | 


In order to have th Waſh i in te vigheſ Degyes of Perfedtion fie i 
pe quickly, do the Diſtillers ſeparate the thick from the thin Parts of the 
Want f 
The thin clear Part of the Waſh is firſt drawn: off from: the Waſh 

Back, leaving a thick Part at Bottom, and I am perſuaded this clear Part 
can be diſt illeq more quickly than the thick Part which remained—T have 
ſeen in ſome Diſtilleries this thick Part diſtilled, and it was a very tedious 
Proceſs, ſo much fo that I think from the Improvements in the Art, it 
muſt be more for the Intereſt of the Diſtiller to loſe this thick Part 
altogether, than to wait for the Diſtillation of Its and I am told this | is 
become the Practice with ſome of them. | | 


Can you ſay, from your own Knowledge, what Quantity 1 Spirits was 
actually produced from che e 1 which 208 law worked off at 
Cannon . ES oat, 

I cannot. = LN VVV py G8 | Nj „ 


Can you da fom the angle Inſtance of quick ock which you 
ſaw ar Cannon Mills, that every n Charge could be worked off 
wich equal Velocity? _ 
I founded my former Evidence on more than One Inſtance em the 
Mode of working, and the Conſtruction of the Furnaces in particular, and 
the — Skill EY the ths i that 105 can continue _ 5 
„ 


a ns, 
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2 No, I did = 1 5 


; 


it SCOTCH.DISTILLERY.—Appendix, N. | 


Day or Week, or any Length of Time at that Rate, if the Waſh was al- 


ways of the ſame good, thin, and fine Sort which I obſerved to be uſed at 
that Time I had Occaſion to be for the greater Part of Three Days art 
Cannon Mills Diſtillery, for the Purpoſe of removing the Spirits, which had 


been depoſited as a Security for the Duty, from one Cellar co another at 


the Diſtiller's Deſire ; this gave me Opportunities of making more minute 
Obſervations in reſpect of the Rapidity of the Diſtillation, and the Whole of 


the Proceſs, than I otherwiſe ſhould have had ; during that Period, however, 


1 never ſaw the Diſtillation performed in ſo ſhort 3 Time as Eight Minutes; 


Ithink at that Time it was in about Twelve Minutes; but ] beg to refer to 
my former Evidence, which I gave from Notes taken at the Time. On the 


W hole, as far as my Opinion goes, 1 very clearly think that at that Diſtillery, 
from the now improved State of it, the Operation may be repeated every 


Eight Minutes for any Length of Time.—l1 never ſaw at that Work but the 
very fineſt and beſt prepared Waſh, which is, a Ci:cumſtance 1 take into 


Conſideration in giving the above Opinion, 


Did you ever ſee any of the Stills at that Diſtillery run Three Times 


ſucceſſively in the Courſe of Twenty-four Minutes ? 


r 


Cs Adjourned till To-morrow Morning. 


Alti, aa“ die Mai, 1798. 


Tus Couuirrzz met. 


Adjourned till To-morrow Morning. 
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HAVE you not bleed the 1. THT at Cannon Mills ben air 


in Practice at Lochrin ? 


S20n after the loth of October laſt they did alter the Shape of their 
Stills pretty nearly to what was in Uſe at Cannon Mills, but in my Opinion 


their Furnaces, even at this Moinent, are by no Means on the ſame. ire 
Conſtruction. | 


Have you held Converſations with People 3 in [the one Diſtillery concern 
ing of what you had ſeen in the other ? 

J don't recolle& any particular Converſation on that Subject, 5 
ſome Time after that Night's Survey which I have before · mentioned. 
Mt. James Haig told me he was informed, that there was a Cover upon the. 

Tron Work in ſome of the Stills at Cannon Mills, and aſked me if I'obſerved 
any ſuch Thing, and I told him I did. I may have obſerved to the Gen- 
tlemen at Lochrin, that I did not think they were carrying on their 


| i in the ſame advantageous Manner as e did at en 


"Hive you held Cobra wich your ſuperior Officers or others, as to. 


what you may have obſerved in either of theſe Diſtilleries, with 10 o 
the Sha and Conſtruction of the Stills, or other Matters? 


1 don't recollect that ever I met with any ſuperior Officer, or other! - 


Perſon, to hold Converſations relative to either of theſe Works, except hat 


might occur in the Courſe of Buſineſs, as in other Branches e ed Gage: 
nizance. 


8 any material Improvements to be ds by a Diſtiller upon 
the Conſtruction of his Still, is it not impoſſible to conceal ſuch Improve- 


ments from his Rivals in Trade, ſince the Stills muſt be gauged by the 
Exciſe Officers, their ſull Dimenſions aſcertained, always kept open for 
their Inſpection, and the Officers under no Obligation to Keep the Secrets 
of one Diſtiller from another? 

As to what relates to the Shape and Form of the Stills, if. an » Officer- 
chuſes he might mention the Particulars of the Dimenſions; but the Im- 


provement that one Diſtiller may have over another in the Sly + fer-. 
9 oP 


menting, and preparing of his Waſh, it is impoſſible for any Officer to 
and theſe | hold of the greateſt Importance to accelerate Diſtillation. 

LH 
him gert Improvements been made by all the Diſtillers, in Scotland j in 
the Act of energy Þ their Stills quickly, and have they, not learnt this from 
one another? 


I have no Acceſs to know bY Tg: relative 1 to that Bubneſs e out of. 
the Bounds of my own Diſtriet. 
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- run off, 1 examined the next ſubſequent Charge, which I always obſerved 
to be complete Charges. C 


Without knowing the. Quantity of Waſh taken from the Quarter of 
Corn, can you tell the Quantity of Grain manufactured at Cannon Mills in 
One Day, even ſuppoſing you knew low often the Still was charged with 
Waſh in the Day, and what Quantity of Waſh went to each Charge? 
I never meant to fav any Thing relative tomy Knowledge of the Quan- 
tity of Grain; bur, as I before ſtated, I have ſeen theſe. Stills run once 
in Eight Minutes. I refer to my former Calculation for the Quantity of 


Was not that Calculation founded upon a ſuppoſed Strength of Waſh? _ 
It was—that One Hundred Gallons of Waſh would yield Twenty-five 
Gallons of Low Wines, and theſe Low Wines Fifteen Gallons of Spirits, 
agreeable to a Calculation by which the Duty, was formerly charged. 


_ You ſay the Charge of tne Two Singling Stills conſiſted of about One 
Hundred Gallons of Waſh, how did you know the Extent of the Charge; 
did you gauge it, meaſure it, gueſs it, or ſuppoſe it; or did you actually 
ſee the Charge within the Stil!? „ 5 e 
From my Obſervations of aſcertaining theſe Stills by Water for 
charging of the Duty, | obſerved, when wanting Five Gallons to be full, 
to be much about the Appearance at the Sight Hole of theſe Charges 1 
allude to in my Calculations; and therefore upon examining it when 
charged with Waſh, it appeared to me to be full within Five Gallons of the 
full: Contents of the Boy, TOE 8 1 


Where was you when you receiyed the Letter from Mr. Rankine, which 
has been produced to this Committee, and when did You receive it 


I received it from his own Hands at my own Houle, in Edinburgh, 


on the Day it bears Date, 


Had you any and what Converſation with him on the Subject of that 
Lene, Gone ho received it? , 3 5 

I had at that Time the Charge of the Edinburgh General Diſtrict, in 
Mr. Maitland's Abſence, and Mr. Rankine was ds for 2 1 e 
conſequence of Two Stills having been given up on the. Evening of the 
th April at Cannon Mills, I defired Mr. Rankine to go there the next Day 
to ſee that thoſe Stills were removed ſrom their Seats, and to make what 
ks VVV | .. _ Obſervagons- 


- 
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5 rer Running of the Stills; 95 came ben 
. ant told x me 5 he had, in the cee October, been through moſt of 


the Low Country Diſtilleries, along with Mr. Leven and Mr. Findlarer, 


General Surveyors, and that he was never ſo àſtoniſhed in his Life as 


have ſcen on that Day the Rapidity with which they diſtilled at Cannon 


: Mills, which he repreſented as he afterwards ſtated in his Letter, I defired 


him to. put this down in ER, in e or: wAleh mM wrote "Mp 15 


Letter I have eee ; i e ve be 70025 eee 


£ £4 3 2 > 2 1 


#2 


mm Lerter to have - pp d — in r. er er > 7 
T don't remen 
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Did he ſiy whether it was vera. with „ Waſho or Len Wine? Am 
u ire | 33 a, 
” vo you know of any Sen in  Scodand wichour 1 Iron Works via 

de? 45 | 
1 kriow of no Stills a5 108 Works « are not oſed—I have 1 never e fur- 
: veyed any other Works: bur Cannon: Mille and Lockrin. ” 125 55 AN 


Do you know the Purpoſs of this Hoe Work j 4 0 can. you give « any 


Idea the Number of Gallons it occupies in the Still? 
| J confider the Iron Work is on Purpoſe to clean he! Bottok of the 
Still and it may occupy about One Gallon and a Half, I don't know ex- 


actly but this Iron Work is always in the Still before we hier; * with ” - 


Wor for "we feel pope of ares + the N Duty. 


4 * : 
; J Js £% > 9 4 
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- Hare you not — that ſome Diſtillers Vs 5 in 1 pradice of 
putting in a greater Number of Chains in their Stills than were after 
uvards intended to remain there, previous to meaſuring the Contents 


the Exciſe Officer, with a View to diminiſh the Capacity of the Still, aa 


aſcertained by that e and conſequently to dirennith the Amount 


* their Licence Duty? 4 75 ein Þ 
55 have wad ſo, bur bare no perſon al Knowledge on that Subject.” 45 


| | Having Gaid you have oftet been Block Tin Selle, 
e Giskerent Parks: of Se Highland of: Scotland, among. ; ile eit 
alen, and 1 have ſeized them. | 


© When Spirits are font Gigs the Stock 
Z companied 6 with > pg Permit? 7 rank + 


H "2b; 


againſt the Credit in the Dealer's * | 
Yes. . Vb a FV 5 1 


Are the Strengths of the Spirits rece eived in 
aſoertained by the Hydrometer . 
Britiſh Spirits are not. „„ 1 5 


2 4; 
* 


Vid be Fa he e 1 San wis e with! which he mentions in | 


ref a Spice Dee, are they . 1 5 


We 4 Quintities ſo las placed i in the Books of the Officers . 
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x 1 often do you take the Dealer's Stock, 845 85 e they h have 
no Spirits in Stock, but what have heen legally received? ' 

The Officers who have Spirit Dealers in their Diviſion | have Direc: 
tions, and I believe take their Stocks once in Eight Days—But I, as Sv- 
Bala wilt 1 405 Nis en n n once a , * or as ihe Hs ne 


| When did you laſt take the Stocks of the Spiie Dealers i in your bir 


wat... 
„ believe the moſt of them within the Quarter ending s April. 


At what Diſtance x Tie had 0 taken palin; before 2 
I believe within the . ending 70 eee 


1 you have ſtated the Spirit was bout imp perſedly ada SE th 
Stills at Cannon Mills were working at the Rate of Eight Minutes, do you 
1800 it would haye been more the Intereſt of the Manufacturer that 
the 155 had been run more flowly ? fs 

have no practical Knowledge in that Reſpe&; but I Num if they ; 
| vec = | it weir Intereſt, they would not have run them DME 


Have you any Idea of. the. Number of Aadays that rev to __ 
Stills at Cannon Mills Diſtillery z and may they not be frequently burnt in 
9555 a Degree as to render a conſiderable Time nevefiary for repairing 
them without the Officers knowing any Thing about it? 

I know of no other Accident at Cannon Mills; except that of the Stil 
5 which was burned through immediately prior to my leaving Edinburgh, 
neither have I heard of any Accidents happening ſince the 10th tobe lt. laſt. 
Trivial Accidents may happen, ſuch-as Holes being burned in the Bottom of 
the Still, without the Knowledge of the Exciſe Officer: If they are ſuch as 

to require. the Still ta be changed, the n is 1 e N otice. 


| Do you ſuppoſe, that with a Furnace of any Ne or Coal of any 

Quality, it is poſſible to continue for more than a few Hours together (ſuch 
an intenſe Heat as you have deſcribed) without clearing the Furnaces 
of ou Cinders and merallic Subſtances which run upon the Branders 
or Bars? 


No.1. am of-Opinion it is. noe, bur 1 think ſuck clearing of thoſe 


Subſtances may be done, and I have een i it done with. little or no af mand = 


ruption to the Proceſs, 


 Doyou not think is 1 r the Fumaces? | 
lh may be necllry, but how often 1 N . 
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Do vou think that ſuch Ab may be made without conſiderable In- e 
terruption to the Proceſs of Diſtillation ? - 
I am of Opinion it is impolſible to males Weh Re pairs "hows a ſmall : 
Interruption ; I ſay ſmall, becauſe at the Cannon MillzDiſtillery they have, 
for ſuch Accidents as wad happen, , er bran bo a 
pair it. . 2 73 e 


Did you make hy Allbwance, 4 in your calclaion & che « Duty, fo for ec 
of Time by e to 1788 Stills or * SER A” 
No. 


7 # 3 
* W my WF: FE 1 fk: 
2 : 


8 i e of Foreſhot. wy Fuinrs. em Tack hg. df. _ 

Doubling Still is re-diſtilled, ovght not a correſponding Allowance to be 

made in any Calculation of the Quantity of Waſh, Low Means or . 

| nn 6 1 5 
I have not conſidered chat Subje&t, therefore cannot 


Do you underſtand that the Peat Flavour of the Highland Whiſkey is is 
generated, without the Edoape of the Vest ane in eme "Rae eomy- 
nicated to the Spirit? 2m inf Fob 
AI + never knew of beatdl of the Edſence of Peat ee extr: Red o or - put 
into the Highland Spirits, or that the Flavour was: — any other 

? ay than from Athen n. _ een UN gr goon thee? n n - 
; 8 5 | 11 | 


: 1 beer. 


— 2 
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Do you! tüppole the Air i is altogether expelled from the Worm during 1 


the Running of the Stil!? ; 
Is certainly think it cannot be. altogether expelled, where the Mouth 
of che Worm is expoſed in ſome Meaſure to the Air. 0 

Hare you a ſufficient N of Chemiſtry t to = whether \ Ver- 
digris is moſt readily generated by the Action of vegetable Acids on the 
Coupe and if ſo, whether there is not moſt Danger from the leſs ſkilful 
Highland Diſtillers, who are . 80 I to diſtil from ſour Waſn 
in Copper Stills ?-. . ; bs 

1 do hot find my ſelf competent fo afheer tit Veſtiol, but I have 
ſeen the Highland Diſtillers before doubling very careful to ſcour and 
clean both the Still and the Worm or . ef Pipe, Þ for hee few of them 
have Worms that I have ſen. din ion gt 4 FJ 


e 
demned, how are the Proceeds applied? 


9 1 Half to the Revenve, and the oth, her the 450 Of fic 8 er 4 15 


; „ > _ 
* 28525 8 
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Y | Adjourned ll u rf Moraing n next. „ 
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poks the | Cirdmftance chat: a en of Foreſhor or paints hw 
each Charge of the Doubling Still ſhould be re-diſtilled, affect the Calculation 
which "oY We. in Om in od to the en, of Diſtillation ar Cannon 
| man 5 
No, it does not; as my Calculation | is ads from Two Stills bling 
| hy 15 occupied in diſtilling Waſh, and allows a Still of the ſame Capacity 
For N the Pyocues of theſe Stills into Spirits. 
*, 40 ou mean to 9 6% it conſiſts wich your Knowledge, e 0 155 Two Still 
alluded to are never employed in diſtilling Low Wines or Spirits? ; 
It conſiſts no further with my Knowledge, than from what J have been 
informed by Mr. Henderſon, the Manager of the Work, who has frequently 
told Mr. Maitland and myſelf, that they were conſtantly ſo n 882 
were not uſed _ Low Wines or e e | = 


T „ Wikhiren, . 


* 7h N , 1 
e Tc 8 F Z 


On, JOHN. MAITLAND, 
h Veing called i in, ved the above ons 65 5 


Mr. FREDERICK MACLAGAN, 
Agent aud Traveller for Meſſrs. Bly + at : Lochrin ; ; 
; Called | in, and examined. 


1 ou tranſact Bufineſs for Meſſtz. Haig, and in what Line? 


7 o tranſact Buſineſs for that Company ; 1 ſell their and 5 
| chaſe Malt, Barley, and Cattle for hem, | 4 N | pur 


In what Counties 1 you ourchaſed Barley Pay Malt for tas! - 


In the Counties of Mid and Eaſt Lothian, Bervickſhire, 8 
- eb named and all the 1 16 North to Bamffſhire. 


In what Manner do you judge of che Quality of the Grain you purchaſe? 
The Grain I purchale | 3 des of either by conſidering the Stock or 
05 which can never deceive any Perſons ſkilled in the Trade; and I 
gh. ſettle the Value e to its A ppearance, and give Price accord- 
5 
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Do you ever purchaſe Bear, and from what Place:? 


I have purchaſed great Quantitics both in Lothian and Berwickſhire, - 
_ .and alſo in the North Country, | ͤ . row vi. 


* 8 


and Nee ß. oe 0 ogy 4 
I find as great Diſproportion in the Value of South Country Grain „„ 9 

produced from different Places, as I do between North Country and 
South Country Grain. There is in Lothian and Berwickſhire Tracts of 
Country which produce Grain of very inferior Quality, and in the North” 
Country there are Tracts which produce Grain very near equal to the 

beſt J ever ſaw, In the upper Lands of Lothian and Berwickſhire, the 
Bear and Barley produced is of a very inferior Quality. In Perthſhire, _ 
North and Weſt from Perth, the Grain. is of a very fine Quality, and bears 
the beſt Prices, even as far as Auchterarder and Crief, up the Tay Water 
as far as Tay Mouth, and North as far as Blairgowrie. I have ſeen the 
Grain that has been brought from Murrayſhire, and in general, in good: © 
Tears, of very good Quality. From Caithneſs, ſmall round Barley is very 
productive. From the Orkneys, very ſmall Bear and not of very good Quality. 
Aberdeenſhire produces what is called Cheſter Bear, but no Barley, The 
Reaſon-of:the Perfection of the Aberdeenſhire Bear ſeems to ariſe from che 
particular Attention which is paid to its Cultivation in that Country. In 
moſt other Places where Wheat or Barley is ſown, the Bear is put into the 
worſt Soil, but in Aberdeenſhire the beſt cultivated Lands are employed 
in producing that Species of Bear. In Bainfflhire I only made one Purchaſe, 

_ conſiſting chiefly of Bear, but it was a very large one, and one Half of it 

Vas remarkably good, and the Reſt inferior. „„ . 


What Proportion is there between the Value of the Grain of the South 


Can you deſcribe what you mean by Grain of inferior Quality? 
he Inferiority in the Quality of Grain ariſes from different Circum- 
ſtances ; when it is not ſufficiently ripened ; when it is ſtained or damaged; 
and alſo from the Nature of the Soil and Climate in which it has been 
produced. Theſe Particulars are eaſily diſcerned by any Perſon acquainted in 


Are you often in the Practice of purchaling Grain of that inferior De- 
4rppant | EY : 
I very often purchaſe it, and generally find that my Purchaſes of that „ 
Qvality are moſt acceptable to my Employers, becauſe it does not meet ; 
ſo readily with a Merchant as better Grain, and 1 obtain it therefore on 
more eaſy Terms in proportion to its Value, for the preciſe Value of any 
Grain to us ariſes from what Quantity of Spirits it produces. Stained 
Barley, eſpecially what will not malt, is -marketable for no Purpoſe but 
Diſtillation, and in general, therefore, we obtain it the cheaper. Engliſh 
ſtained Barley from Lynn, and other Places, is often bought by Mefirs, 
Haig, in my Preſence, at an advantageous Price in proportion to its Value, 
Engliſh Grain is more productive in proportion to its Appearance, and 
ſometimes even in proportion to its Weight, than the Scotch. I believe 
the Reaſon is, as it grows in a better Climate it has a greater Proportion 

of Mucilage, and a greater Proportion of ſaccharine Subſtance, It is to 

be noticed, that ſince Wheat has been ſo much cultivated in Scotland, the 
Quality of the-Barley growing on the ſame Ground as formerly has become 
worſe, and is produced in leſs Quantities from the Acre. 98 5 
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Are you acquainted with the Highland Diſtricts, and what i is-the Nature 

> their Soil and Climate? 
Is have already ſaid that have ſeen the Barley i in Tracts of the High-- 
land Country; the Soil and Climate in theſe Tracts are remarkably good, 
and though the Climate is in general cold, upon the Tracts of the Rivers 


2 5 is generally as cally got as in e or "ON: ENG 5 che 


Hare you ever purchaſed Male which has- been produced within the 
| Highland Lines? 


1 have purchaſed Malt from- both the Highland Lines, ſome as far b 


: North as Blur i Athots n ne and all the intermediate Diſtances. 


Did you ever try the Weight of the Grin you bought in the North 1 805 
Country, and how did it turn out? 
l bought Barley from Peterhead, which weighed Seventy-four Pounds. 
per Linlichgow Furlet—the Wincheſter Buſhel is about Two Thirds of 
this Furlet the Dealers at Bamff offered me to uphold their Barley at 

19 Stones Dutch, and this Year, at Peterhead, they engaged their Bear to 
me at 18 Stone per Boll—the Bear growing on Land manured with Sea 
Weed, which is much practiſed on the Coaſt, is not ſo 2 as r 
. upon Lands manured with org or Lime. . 


Do you in covers] purchaſe from Farmers or Corn Factors: 2 5 
I was directed to make a Trial of purchafing from the Farmers, but | 
. they no ſooner ſaw me a Stranger in the Market than they raiſed their 
Prices, I was therefore obliged to apply to the Corn. " — and from 
them generally make my Purchaſes, 


What is the 8 of the Farmers as to ; the Importance of the Diſtil- 
leries to their Intereſt ? 

It is the general Opinion of the Farmers chat the Proſperity of the 
Diſtillers is fential to their Intereſt, I have ever found this more parti- 
cularly expreſſed by the Farmers in the North Country, whole principal 
Dependance 1 is upon their Barley Crops, and who have no Market worth | 
mentioning except what they find from the South Country Diſtillers. 


Do you chinle the Farmers could pay their Rents if the Demand be 
Barley were to be much diminiſhed? | 

| I do not think they could cultivate their Lands with Succeſs if 1% | 

or Bear was either excluded from, or much diminiſhed in the Rotation of 

Crops, eſpecially in the North Country, where there are fo row tio of 

Grain which my can cultivate with Succeſs, | Sn - 


Woold it be an Advantage to the Agriculture of Scotland i Diſtillers | 
could manufacture Spirits ſo as to obtain an Export Trade ? 

It would pr p revent the Export of Barley in any Shape ; andif they ld 
import Grain for Diſtillation, ever he pu Bolls ſo diſtilled ee add 
the Value of One Acre of good Land to the aggregate Wealth of the 
Country, beſides. giving * Spirit as an Article of Commerce; ſor the 

Grains and Dregs of Twelve Bolls of Grain will produce as W Stones i 
W ow of Beet 1 del Scoich An of 3 n | | 


2 "ahy % 8 1 


score H DISTILLERY, .—Appendix 1A.) 1 N 


Do you 8 if Smuggling has been carried on between the Highland 
P Lowland Diſtricts? 1 
: I know it ba to a cvaliderable Hens; both. of Grain, _— and ” 
5 To | 155 „„ EI. 


Hou do you. know that Malt and Barley have bern — and do 
| you think it is done to a great Extent ?” ; 
I have met the Highland Diſtillers very often in the Marks | ur- 
clallng Barley in the Low Country; and they have often raiſed the Price 
upon me; I have alſo often ſeen them purchaſing Malt in Perth and Forfar, 
_ and I once fold Spirits to receive. from a Dealer in Perth Malt in Return, 1 
and inſtead of giving me the Malt, he told me that he had bartered it for 
Highland Spirits as he had got a wo 8 of it, and he ſnewed me 
thole IIs) in his own Cellar, wi „ 
| Ithdrew. 


| Adjourned till mana Noting next by 


Mercuri, 30* die Mai, 1198. 


PATE RI c * MILNE, rü, 
Called in, and examined. 


&i I RE 8 ID E, and am a conſiderable raren 41 Land in | Aberdeen- 
Ire, | 5 5 


What Quantity of Spirits do you think could be diſtilled i in the Inland 
Parts of Aberdeenſhire in a Year? 

I ſhould ſuppoſe ſrom 3 to 4,000 Ales g or a Ga chat ma be 

got from 5 or 600 Bolls of Grain. page „ 


Have you any Reaſons for forming that Sunda ? 1 

A larger Quantity would be impoſſible, on Account of the y Wins of 
Capital, the Dificulry of collecting Grain, and tranſporting it through 
Roads in Winter almoſt impaſſable, the Expence and Difficulty of col- 
lecting Fuel for the Stills, and, I fancy 4 Want of Market for the Spin Ss 


8 you know how far Diſtillers were obliged to ſend for Grain i in that 
Part of the Country? 
I know there was a ſmall Still eſtabliſhed about Twenty Miles from 


my Houſe, and about Fifteen Miles from the neareſt Sea Port; the Name 

of the Diſtilſer was Mr. Cumine, at Auchry, and he was obliged to pur- 

Chaſe Grain of me, and to drive it that Diſtance through exceſſive bad 
Roads, as 11 imagine from che note of procuring Grains nearer. : 
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If it ſhould be infiſted upon to allow bo Diftilleries, except where they | 
undertook to produce a much larger Quantity of Spirits than you have 
mentioned, what Effect do you think this would have in the North of | 
Scotland i in general, except near the Coaſt? 4 ; 

If che Quantity was much greater, 1 do not 1 any Still 
Sd be eſtabliſhed in the North of Scouand, except Near the Coaſt. - 


What Efed do you think ſuch a Regulation would have near the | 


Coaſt: 7 
Near the Coaſt, many of the Objections I have mentioned ao not 


apply ply, and that Part of the Coun 15 could only be ad with MY to 
Ab Gren Circumſtance, by the Want Capital and Skill. | 


Are you acquaiated with the Price of Coal at Wade and in ; ths 
Diſtri& of that County, called The' Garrioch ? 

1 am. — We uſe very little Coal but Newcaſtle, except in private 
Families, -The Average Price of Newcaſtle Coal at Aberdeen is from 
| 35. 44. to 35. 6 d. per Boll of Thirty-fix Stone Amſterdam Weight. 

In the Garrioch they are generally ſupplied from Aberdeen, ſometimes. 
from Bamff, but Newcaſtle Coals are cheaper at Aberdeen than in Bamff, 
or moſt Parts of the Eaſt Coaſt of Scotland, owing to the Circumſtance 
that they are brought in Return Carg there being a frequent Trade from 
that Port to England, chiefly for the Carriage of Stones for paving and 
building. The Price of Carriage Fon Aberdeen to the Garrioch is very 
great —To carry Two Bolls a Half of the above Weight in Winter 

Thirty Miles from the Port coſts One Guinea, and in Summer, to carry 
Three Bolls, 18 5s, ; notwithſtanding this Expence, the Gentlemen in that 
Part of the Country reckon 1 it cheaper to burn Coal than Peat, _ 


Could this Expence of Carriage be chollernivil by Return Carriage? 
The Roads in Winter are ſo bad, that they will not undertake a Re- 
turn Carriage, In Summer, that Circumſtance might reduce the Price of 

the Carriage of the Coals, | 


Was the Still you alluded to licenſed? | 
It was, I believe. 


Have you any praQtica] Knowledg e of Diſtillation * = 
I have never n it as an Ant, or as an Object of commercial Spe- 


cCulation. 


* you much — wich regard to the e ee of Aberdeen- 
hire: | 
"3 have generally about 200 Acres of als Land, which 1 farm for 
my Amuſement, and have made Agriculture a general Object of my At- 


tention. 
Withdrew. 


Mr. JOHN LEV EN, . 
General Superviſor of Exciſe in Scotland; _ 
Called in, and examined, 


HAVE you diſcovered, in the Courſe of your De any fraudulent 


Meang, which have been employed by e of n the effeckive 
| | , Content 


Contents of their Stills wes the Ca pacity for which, ter had been * 5 
| cenſed, or any concealed Method of heating the Waſh before i it has been 
put into the Still, contrary to Law? 

Tf you have, deliver i into this Committee in wyrking what thoſe Methods 1 
have been, what Meaſures have been adopted by the Commiſſioners f 
Exciſe to put a Stop to them, and what have been the Efe of thoſe Mea - 
ſures ? 5 
Can you furniſh the Committee with an accurate Deſcription of the 
Form and Dimenſions of the moſt improved ſhallow Still, with its Mead, 
Pipe, Worm, and other Apparatus, now uſed at thoſe great Diſtilleries in 
Scotland, where they diſtil with the greateſt Celerity 4 if you can, lay fuck © 
Le bee in . eee __ the e e with a n! *. „ 
d [ wil ts to 8 


Find bet 4 J 0 ki * 1 Al ass 5. a _ e ja 
Agel called in, aud exatnihed. e e eee ee 


WAS the * Worm you kde he" in . Fit Anſwer 50 th 
Firſt Set of Queries, in Daily Uſe? 2 
From whit 1 undertoog fiom MY. Motte), Whli kt told" ms the 
Circumſtance of his having uſed a Copper Worm I underſtood it to'be 
When he was worki ing under the Licente Duty for Home Conliimption, 


Does it conſiſt with your Knowledge, that when the Trade was * 
98 1 Tin Worms were in general Uſe i in almoſt every Diſtfllery. 
| cotla 5 
: I cannot particularly ſtate what Kind, of Worms Were uldd, ecept in 
the Diſtilleries in Edinbutgh, and in thoſt 1 ant tibr ceftaig whether Cop- 
per Worms were then tiſed, of Blok Tin; but 1 am of Opinion the Cop- 
r Worms have been tote uſed' ſicce alle Duty came to be charged 
Aeeace on the Still's Contents. ; 
1 . 


5 ] e m 80 ay al Marking , 5 


4 ns SN 


Again called i in, and examined. 


; Name * 


2 . * n 2 5 n ol w—_ Rr " . * 8 " o A * * Ix WR 12 by > ” * ya” * * 9 
a * 14 17 &. i 365 AAS R * JETY * 9 A 1 e A * 21 * * ? Gas” 2 y > dg * * * * N . * 3 8 12 8 l * WY - , 15 2 
F þ N . . The 7 * p F Þ. f „ f < 
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Do vou 1 any Perſons . are 8 wy Stills crefted in nnd 


licenſed for the Hi * +3 who reſide in the Lowland Diſtrict? 


I know ſeveral of that Deſcription, who carry on the Spirit T rade in 


: the Low Country, and who take Occaſion by that Means to ſell their High- 


land Spirits in the Low Country Diſtrict, and as they deal alſo in Low 


Country Spirits, by having entered Stock they avoid the Diligence of the 
Exciſe Officers, who Round otherwiſe com roma of Wr 8 -2p 
. „„ . | | , 


Are the licenſed nes stil. of thoſe Perfons tee in pk own 
Some are, and e in the Name of eee who es the Work 


in the An and ſometimes 1 in the 1 of aware who reſide in 


9156 the Nite of any / Diſtiler "who has a Licence i in n his « own Naw, 


and reſides in the Lowlands? 


George Weddel and David Peters TY me they had Diſtilleries i in 


7 the Intermediate Diſtrict, and they reſide in Perth, and are Spirit Dealers 


there; they did not ſay whether they were entered in their own Names, 


ogy wy” ſaid:the Stills were their a, and ſhewed me LO diſtilled from 


8 


Vw ba encourages them to nent this Smugeling T Trade? | 
The Smallneſs of their Licence Duty, and thc Facility wich which thy 


ſmuggle ther Spirits into the Low Country. 


Js Perth peculiarly well ſituated for that fort of Sawggling? 
1 kere ate other ES equally lo, as Brechin, Forfar in Angus, &c. 


Can you give any Information of the Quantity of Highland Spirits 


Tenn into the Lowlands? | 


can give no preciſe Account of that Matter; but before the 1. 9. - 
Licence Luty was impolcd in the Intermediate Diſtrict, the Sales in Perth, 
and ali the various 1 owns on the Eaft Coaſt, were almoſt all entirely oc- 


cupied with Highland DN. am not e wich the Weſtern 
Parts of Le 


# 


* 1 ® : 


« 
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Do you know any Diſtillers who employ: un- entered Stills? . 
12 am not perſonally acquainted with any of them, but e met tent 5 

in perth, who have told me that they thought themſelves very well 1 if | 
their an. wen dagen by the Exciſe W once in Six * 


vo you-conſider che Highland Difilleries in their preſent Situation 0 . 


favourable to Agriculture ? 


Five Hundred Bolls of Malt will only produce about Grains ſufic ent 
to feed Five: Head of Cattle duting the Lear; the Dung they will yield in 
the Year, without any Stra. Litter, would not be more than ſufficient to 
manure Three Quarters of a Scotch Acre; therefore if the Highland Diſ- 
tiller confines himſelf to the legal Quantity of Malt, it appears to me that 
his Manufactory can be of very little conſequence te Agriculture. It is a 
Practice with Cow Feeders at Edinburgh to ſell the Dung of each Cow 
at 125. Yearly; even · when that Cow is, in a Degree, littered and fed with 
Straw at the Expence of its Owner ; this is only J. 3. a Tear for Five Cows, 
vhich / is a great deal ſhort of what is commonly uſed there for an Acre,— 
'T have Experience on this Subject, having been myſelf a Farmer in the 
Neighbourhood of Edinburgh. The Diſtillers at Edinburgh, who feed Cattle, 


:ſell the Dung at 2 5s. 64. per Cart Load; of this I uſed to employ Thirty To 


Cart Loads to a Scotch Acre, the Cart Load weighing from Eighteen to 
Twenty Cwti—If--by ſmuggling, the Hi Jn Diſtiller exceeds the legal 
Quantity to any ſuppoſable Degree, or if they ſmuggle to any Extent by 
diſtilling without Licence, ſtill T think it diſadvantageous to the Farmer to 


deal with them, and I know the Farmers are unwilling to do ſo, becauſe of | 


the Uncertainty of their Demand, the Hazard of Los by their Bankruptcies, 

*which frequently happen. As an Illuſtration of this, I would mention che 
following Circumſtance : I purchaſcd of a Maltſter in Perth 500 Bolls of 

M.alt at 22 s. when, at the very ſame Time, in my Preſence, he was offered 
25 5. per Boll, Two Months Credit, by a licenſed Highland Diltiller, and 
my Purchaſe was at Three Months Credit, and the Malt Man told n me that 
-his Reaſon, for ſo. eng Was the ente of his Wies 1 8 50 + 7 


$3 


o what do; you attribute the agriculcural Lmprovemems in 'the High- ; 
| lands.” „ a 
To the general Dikuſion of Knowledge, to the Uſe of Un and to 
the Eſtabliſh Rent of extenſi ve Ma ufactorics; there are ſeveral conſidera» 


ble Manufactories in the latermediate e and lone even i in the gy aa 
lands. | | 


: . 
* 1 is. r 70 . 


Do you think thr it is ir the Power V ohe the Diſtillers t. to nhl ize ee 
Corn Market, or. did you ever know them try o eſtabliſn a Monopoly of 
an Kind? 855 

: I do net believe that ir 1 in he Power of any Number of Diſtillers to 
form a Mono oly of Barley, which is an Article of ſuch general Demand, 
and e ee to ſo many Purpoſes. — Since I have had any Connection 
with the Barley Market, the Difttilers have always been Competitots with 


each other, and raiſed the Prices. An expected Demand from the Diſtillers 


has often led the Farmers to keep up their Corn for ſome Time, and enabled 
them to raiſe the Markets, but even that Degree of Monopoly did not con- 
e have Known tac Diſlille:s ines to ara the Price of Spirits 


. | „ by 
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| Had you any Camel A DiſtUers belive. 4 1 ; An at 


lace ? 
| E I I did no Buſineſs for them before that Time, 
with many of chem ON 


Did you know that Pn were i 1 Ss in Smoggting?, 2 
Ihe Diſtillers have always told me, that at that Period they did ſmug- 

gle to a conſiderable Extent, 2 could not carry on their Buſineſs without 
ng ſo, even when I have eh ſome e 2 f owes inp cn | 


| Offices of Exciſe ar one Time. 


| 85 * you Reaſon to think; if Survey is retred, the Pradiice of on- 

gling will be renewed ? | 
II bave no Reaſon to think that Mankind are beter thas they: were ; 
the ſame Principles will operate as formerly, and the Temptation, by the In- 
creaſe of the Duties, would be ſtronger with the ee and Kant would be 
onabled, if he choſe i it, to bribe een 


May not Oaths be requited and Checks deviſe to prevent 
Oaths are extremely bad Expedients, and very e Morals 
of the People. Checks will iacreaſe the Frauds rather than diminiſh ein 
by exciting the Attention and Induſtry of thoſe concerned to evade them; 
the Increaſe of Checks formerly were found rather to diminiſſi minen | 


the Revenue, and I believe the fame would woven: n 5 FILE 


What was the een Opinion of the Farmers and Countty 4 large, te. 
ſpecting the 3 of Survey, in regard to their Intereſt? 

Many the Farmers ſuffered ſevere Loſſes when the Diſtilleries wats 
_ wnder Survey, » from the-Failures of Diſtillers to whom they had given Credit. 

They have found good Markets and good Payments ſince the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Licence Syſtem, and they are very much alarmed at the Idea of any 

Alteration being made; ſuch is likewiſe the Opinion of many conſiderable 

nen of Land, with whom I have converſed on che Subject. 5 


= it, your Opinion that the Mode of Survey will produce as great « Rex 
venue as the Licence Syſtem ? 
I lately heard a very conſiderable Diſtiller ſay, that the laſt Year he 
wrought under Survey, he manufactured a very large Quantity of Spirits, 
and paid but very little ro Government; and upon balancing at the End 
ol the Year, he had almoſt no Profit to himſelf, ſuch had been his Expence 
in carrying on the 105 f Buſineſs. T his makes me thiak that the 
| Revenue would be very deſective under the Sorvey . 


Do you know chat ſimilar Pratiices were at that Time alſo RE on by 
other Diſtillers ? 

Y I have already faid, that many Diſtillers. told me they did gaga 5 

to a great Extent, and I do not believe chat the rene can be 8 ad col- 
d under the MEN, of Hane „ 7 


* 
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f What 3 of Revenus do yew chink the Scotch Diſtilleries| may pro- 
duce under the Licence Syſtem? 
| I have made many Calculations reſpecting the Pee of the 
Country, the Quantity of Grain conſumed, and the Expence of the Mapp- 
facture, and I have no Doubt on the e Mes a POETS | ME. be PR 


tained of £. 300,000. under that Syſtem. 


Cas you el the Particylors of theſe Calculations 2 d.. ren 
| T cannot; buc I will deliver them in 60 he Mires, | in Ss 


e PE as 
. Wy „ 


What are the pe A of he Liecneg Svilem?. . 5 
| The Duties are collected at a ſmall Expenes; the Revenye,j is ; certain; ; 

this Manufacturer proſecutes his Bufineſs with. Underſtanding, becauſe |} 
can calculate every Article concerning it; he has the perfect Command o 


his Servants ; his Operations may be carried on to the higheſt Porteftinn x " | 


and in every Point of View it is advantageous both to the Public and 
Manufacturer; there can be no Smuggling, and it is. N ad- 
e to the Morals of the Country. | 


Will it not occaſion great Inequality as to the Duties paid by the dif- 
ferent Diſtillers ? - 

In proportion as they work, ſo will their Duties be higher or lower, 
but every Diſtiller has Acceſs to employ the full Extent of his Capital and 
Knowledge, and the beſt Apparatus, ſo that it is his own Fault if he does 
not equal the moſt expert of rhe Buſineſs, and no Legiſlature can | ke , 
equalize the Abilities or Capital of Manufacturers. 


Do you think that any [mprovement made by One D: ſtiller can be loks 
kept ſecret from another? 

I am certain, from the Nature of the Buſineſs and the Number of 

Hands einployed in it, that nothing can be kept a Secret which concerps 

the Manufacturer to know. At Cannon Mills I have been informed that 


they have made Uſe of Stills, which enabled them to diſtil with more Expe- 


dition than others; but 1 Kab chat a Diſtiller near Perth, in the Interme- 
diate Line, is now working with a Still on the ſame Conſtruction, and 1 
believe 1255 are becoming general. 8 


Have you conſidered the different Forms of Stills, and i is there any par- 5 
ticular One you would recommend? 
I have ſeen them of various Forms, and think the Form that works 
' with moſt Expedition is moſt profitable to the Country at large ; but at the 
ſame Time I think no Diſtiller ought to be circumſcribed in his Choice, as 
this would put an End to all . 


Do you think any particular Form could tend to prevent Evaſion of Duty? 
I do not think any particular Form enables the Diſtiller to evade the 

Duties, but all additional In &c. ought to be eget work might 1 

e Evaſions. 


151 re id Diſtillation orefudicial to hs” Quality of the 8 1s oy 
ave been in the Uſe of drinking Spirits diſtilled in the Low Country 

for 3 Years, and 1 am certain that the Spirits now diſtilled at Lochrin 
are of better Quality and = a more — ro F lavour chan ever were 
u Ore, 
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beſore, and 1 believe other Diſtillers are in the ſame Situation, ſo that api 


Diſtillation has 3h nes no bad Effects upon the pas 


Do you think that Spirits made em Malt are preferable to o thoſe which 


are made from a Mixture of unmalted Grain ? 


am certain there is no eſſential Difference, though certainly there is 
A Difference in the Taſte and Flavour, I find a Preference given to each 
in different Countries. South from Harwick Preference is given to the 
Raw Grain Spirits, but they differ even amongſt themſelves in that Parti- 


cular, I always fold at Dumfries Spirits from Lochrin at 44. per Gal- 
Jon above what was paid for Spirits manufactured by Mr. Hyſlop in that 


Place, though his Proceſs did not differ in any Thing material. I ſold, in 


the immediate Neighbourhood of Hamilton, Raw Grain Spirits as dear 


as the Diſtillers there ſold 8 e nl d were eee from 
Malt only. N 


| Withdrew. 2 | 


Acdjourned till To-morrow Morning. 
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JOHN BO NAR, Eſquire; 
Again called 1 Os 1 Scaled: 


HAVE you in 5 Anſwers to any of the Queries 8 to you, 
ſtated any Compuration of the Quantity of Spirits of a given Strength, 
now in the Hands of the Diſtillers and Dealers in Scotland, and of the 


probable Quantity which they may have in Hand on the. 10th of October 
next, with the Grounds on which you form that Computation? 
1 have, | in Anſwer to the Tenth Queſtion, | 


Wide. 5 


on LEVEN, | 155 
Again © called i in, ad examined, 


HAVE you calculated what the Duty paid by © Diſtiller i in the High- 
land Diſtrict, of L. 6. 105. per Gallon of the Capacity of the Still, if he 
confines himſelf to the Con ir” Ha of 450 Bolls of Malt in the Tear, -- 
and the Production of 2,988 Gallons of Spirits, will amount to per Gallon 
of Spirits; if you have, 7 — it to the Committee? | 
Although I am perfectly convinced that very few. of the Mee DiC- 
tillers in the Highland Diſtrict, and none in the Intermediate Diſtrict, do 
reſtrict themſelves to the legal Quantity of Malt allowed Free of Buty 55 
(and as a Proof of which many Surcharges have been made on the Malt 
made above that Quantity) I have made a Calculation of what Du they 
would pay on a Gallon of * if ep) had " reſtricted themſe 8. . 


. 
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They are allowed in the Highland Line the 450 Bolls free of Malt Duty, 
which Duty would amount to about /. 79. or C. 80.; if that is deducted 
from the Duty payable on the Gallon Content beg 2 Ss 55 would pay 
about 14. 24, per Gallon of Spiits, 


The ſame Queſtion with regard to the lids Diſtrict, at the 
Allowance of 500 Bolls and 3,320 Gallons of 8 2 in the Lear? 
Deducting as in the former Caſe, the Malt Duty on 500 Bolls, they 
. then re I 5. os d. go Gallon of uid 


Withdrew. 


jon BONAR, "Eſquire 
Again Gel in ind examined.” 


- STATE to the Committee the 858865 upon which the Compuration 
you have referred to is founded? _ 

I formed it from an Account received from the Commiſſioners of 
Exciſe in Scotland of the Total Quantities of Aqua Vitæ at preſent on 
Hand in the Stocks of the Diſtillers, computed by the proper Superviſors 
and Officers, as near as may be, many of the Diſtillers having refuſed to 
allow the Officers to take any Account of their Stocks of Spirits ; but the 


Qvuantities in the Stocks of Dealers and Retailers haye been aſcertained by 
an actual Survey. 


Have you that Account 5 


| have. 
en delivered i in and mod 
| Withdrew, 


307 FREDERICK MACLAGAN; e 
Again called in. 


IN my ; former Examination I ſtated, that it would take the Grains 
and Dregs of 500 Bolls of Barley, when made into Spirits, to maintain Five 
Cattle through the Year ; the Calculation was not founded on that Quantity, 
-but upon 250 Bolls, which was the Quantity allowed by Law to the High- 
land Diſtillers before the (. 9. "_ took place, 


5 Wichdrew. 


SAMUEL PAYNE, Eſquire, 
Diſtller, = Vauxhall z| C67 


Calledin, and examined. 


_ WHAT Paper i i char you nave in Hand * 
The TH will 0 . : * yo 


[Same delivered: in and . Vide Appendix N* 1 9 


From 
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From what Material bad this Apen been conſtructed 2 


The Amount of the Revenue officially from the Books of the Exciſe. 


Office in Scotland; the Quantity of Spirits preſumptively from the Amount 
of the Duty, except the Quantity ſent to England; the Quantity ſent to 
England aſcertained by a Duty impoſed of 11 % d. per Gallon in lieu of 
Two Exemptions in Scotland on Spirits, by Acts 16th and 24th Geo, II. 
the Strength is not aſcertained, but believed © be 40 per Cent. above Hy- 
drometer Proof; the N umber of Puncheons of Teſt of about Eighty 
Gallons each Puncheon, from the Cuſtom Houſe in England ; the _ 
tity of Corn from England, as' well as other Counties, from the Cu 
TIO NN in Scotland ; and the Reſt of the Account | is preſumptive. 


BE 


Are you Sd Ta your own e or any 1 1 5 


tion, with the Manner of manufacturing Spirits from Grain in Holland ? 
Noðt from any Experience of my own, but from Information I have 

received from the late Mr. George Biſhop, of Maidſtone, who had been in 

Holland ſome Time, and was well acquainted with their e 5 


Do they uſe a Proportion 1 Raw Grain in N Proceſs? | 
They d | 


Is the Raw Grain they 17 entirely Rye 0 or Part Barley 15 
Both 8 and Lek Oh 


4 iba Preparing they: uſe of Rav Grain to > cs vit greater St what 
is uſed by the Engliſh Diſtillers? 
1 a not bene chat the Proportion w was greater. 


Have you ; Knowkddge of the Quality of; Spirits prodigy How! a 
Mixture of Rye; and whether 1 it is better than what is produced eaten 
from Barley? 


No Difference, I believe; as to the Gopdinels or i of the, 


Quality, but it has a different Flavour, owing to the Proceſs, ' 


"oy any of the Engliſh Diſtillers make Fpitis from male Grin alone? 
I never knew it done. RR 


; £ 2 W I F : ; 
"x 1 8 1 A 4 % N A 5 1 1 8 7 Y . 1 1 4 , 7 ; I : 


Here you any Means of ene whether er Spirits _ 225 Malt _ 
are of a wholeſomer C Quality than thoſe made from a Mixture of Malt and 


Raw Grain? 
I conceive there is no Difference in cha Os 5 


Hi long have you been a Diſtiler? „ % i OY 
Twenty Years. The Buſineſs of my Houſe 3 is 1 One Tenth af 
the Whole of the Diſtilling Buſineſs about London. We have paid 


£+ 80,000 Duty in a Year, and ſhall pay about £: $0,000 this Year. AY 
Do you ke whether the Diſtillers from Grain in the other Rory of the 


Continent beſides Holland uſe Raw Grain mixed with Malt? 5 


I have been informed i þ do Fry where on the Continent. 


1s Rye 2 more or leſs productive bas * Spirit Han Vader tr 
I believe it is as productive as Barley, or more, but much more diffcule | 
to manage; the Dutch uſe 1 it, and it comes cheaper to them. Their Pro- 
eels is very different from our's. Rye 1 "he very little ek in * 
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1. A 
Are the 77 manoſaQured in England ever conf me -wichout being | 

Firſt reQified,?. 

„e Makers of Sp irits in England never — ther for N till 

they paſs through the Hands of the Rectifier. The Diſtiller's Cultomeri in 

England for Corn Spirits is the Redtifier, not the Conſumer. Th £1 | 


Would the Highland Whiſkey, or other Scorch Spirits 3 4 Malt 
alone, be uſed for Dok in England vithaut R mough the Hands of 


the Rectiſier? 


1 don't think they would. find a Sale bor drinking ; they would bs 
more likely to do ſo if made from a; Mixture of Raw Grain, according to 
my ! ; I think in that Caſe al 8 50 1 1 of "he © vegetable - 


Does be Evalid Dilliler ii his Sire Twice, Firſt i into 5 7 Wine 
and e. into * n which en an the Rectifer? e die en 


Are tor Spinde ed neh hes thus Twice dititied for the- Purpoſe of 


being ſold to the Rectifier A by the Name of Raw N 


Yes. | 


Wbat Metal are the Worms you 1 fe de of? . „ . 
In our Work, all 1 but my TAG, Diſtillers as well. as : 
Re&tifiers uſe Copper rs. + 5 Ce ont 


Why do you prefer the Pewter? | 1. 

We bought them ſo; but we Is | no 1 to „ and 

probably were our Wen Worms, worn. * we e W n ee 
Ones. 5 * „ 


Do you biok, if the . Buſineſs is Mcilfully conducted, that Sine is any 


Danger of an unwholeſome Quality being communicated to the Spirits by. 
the Ule of Copper Worms ? 


I do not think there is any Danger, If the Stills have ſtood unworked 


for ſome Months, particular Care ſhould be taken to clean the Inſide of . 


the Still and Worm before they won working ien 


870 many Difllries are there in and about London? . 


How many i in | the Reft of dt 
: believe Two at n One at « Worctter, and 6 One at | Maid- 


WY ks Cine. your Sul, — hm) ee 
E | 

The lar about 13,000 Gallons including the Head ; th Hea 
being Ne Gallons 11 


BY 


Do you wiſh to obſerve any fixed e ned as Sine of your 


Still and the Diameter of the Worm? 


No- there i is much Difference in that Reſp, T he ' 04 ern „ Worms are 


„ ee We 3 1. SITE £1 "Y . 8 


ſomeneſs; their 
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ter at the Mouth is a from n to oF our Inches; but we do not 
— __ as materia NR . 
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Aber Ten (eee. vs 
How many Months i in hs Year 8 you. _ e 
From Eight to Nine. e ar i Qi 


, 


1135 many Times i in T wenty-four Hours do you charge and diſharge 45 


your Stills ? 


In our Mode of working not Twice; in ſmall Stills of 3,000 Gallons ; . 
they can be worked faſter conſiderably ; if we had Inducements to dv ſo, f Bhs 


our Stills could be worked conſiderably faſter in their preſent Form; 


conceive the Rapidity of Diſtillation muſt depend in a chief Degree on the i : 


Extent of Surface of Fluid preſented for Evaporation, and the Shallowneſs 


of the Still; the broader the Surface and the pd on. * A more 


rapid will it be, 


Do any Diſtillers i in » England work all che Year? | 
None: Fo 


What 1s 5 Reaſon 1 


In the Summer 1 the Produce i is les very 1 el 0 ip 
Difficulty of procuring freſh Yeſt ; if the Duties were very low it is pro- 
bable the Diſtillers would work all the Year, as they would if working 
under an Annual Licence ae Liberty to ſtop and Cn an Any” | 


of the Annual Duty. 


Is it not more difficult and leſs advantageous to carry on the Proceſſes 
of malting, and of fermenting Worts into Waſh in the hot Weather? 


The bot Weather i is unfavourable to all theſe Proceſſes; 


I you dlink, by very rapid Diſtillation, a more vawh leſom. 

produced ? 
I believe all Spirits to be alike i in regard to Wholeſomeneſs or Un bete⸗ 
0 ene mw e or Ned, e on n © 155 


uſed to Exceſs, 


k 4 very rapid Diſtillation, pits = of it not 3 more 
more Dexterity and Skill, to keep the Foreſhot, Pouch, $06 be 
from mixing with the Spirits; 

Yes; it would require more Care. 


1 Soap uſed in.che Proms ; waking Land: 


We do not uſe it, nor any Thing as a e ah is 1 ne uſed . 
occaſionally. I have been informed, that at the Time when ſmall con- 


cealed Stills were uſed in England, about 1782, Soap was very much uſed ; 
the Uſe of the Soap is to prevent the Still running foul, which means 


the running over of the Waſh or Sy FT through the 3 7 e 


2 


is ws (A ) 175 
much Jager where they j join the Head than the older Otter Diame- ; | 


e Spirit is 


Jiffcule, BY re equire 
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#76 score bisTILI EAI ; 
-"_ yout-Reaſon tor not uſing. it? ER 


It is not neceſſary in our Mode: * charging and mocking our xr Scll 


. hat Pi 0 the Ca city ol your Sil do you Gre EY.” 5 
Tow 0 roport pa the Head—we are directed 


Four Fiſths of the Whole, N 
by Law to charge it to Three 9 a Still is cha 
IT becomcs neceſſary for the Reaſons above-mentioned, 


Do you, when you diſtil from the Low Wine Still, take any Palins to 


d much ove 


prevent what firſt comes over being mixed with the Maſs of Serie Which 


you mean for Sale, to the Rectifier? 
2 Noz the whole Produce of the Low: Wine Still 8857 together; as we 


Js not diſtil Spirits that are to be drank in that State without Rectifica- 


tion, we have no Reaſon had N 5 ay Matter chat 5725 not be pure 
1 Y . Wo 1 5 | DE Ts 55 | 5 8 7 S p19 13 N . + $65 „ oo 5 77 Chery 


If 00 were to „ dil your tas Wines into a Spirit to be ld imme- 
def for drinking, which” the Diſtillers do in Scotland, do you think it 
would be then neceſſary to take any Pains to PR: what firſt e comes over 
JJ 8 
I think it very i it would. L 


8 4 5 5 
4 of 2 je L 
\ ? d , 
- 
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, 7 25 
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Have you ever obſerved, in diſtilling your a Tow Wines 5 Pre 5 


| vice i in any Part of your Proceſs) whether what firſt comes from the Mouth 
of the Mb dis is as Pg Ss and unmixed a Spirit as want comes after- 


wards 3 
There i is (certainly more Vegcuble on in the firſt Part. 


Do you keep the Faints that come over laſt ep : re from the Spiries? | 
* is the * e ee 


N 
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7 "Mr HENRY WEYMOUTH, 5 
© Diſtller at Batterſea, and Partner 155 Mr. BanwaLL $1664 bl 


| Called in, and examined. 
| WHAT is the Size of) your ir Stills, babe it FP Head ? = 


We have Two Stills ; the largeſt 4,500 Gallons, Nets the Head; 


we 


erally charge them Three Fourths « their Contents 5 WE work chem. 
"Ds in e tr: PROS: „ 15 Gel 


15 4 Eight Feet, aber of * Head. | 
How often 


: T's ; "7 
us ive imes in forty Hours. 2 
i . © | . 5 
ave : yo ever e Rye? V 
: , 1 i . i; ; * 
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you think they could be worked i in in Trg Hour . | 


„ 
1 
N 


| : 1s Rye more e productive than Barley, ans does 1 it yield a better Spirit or - . 1 


. +, 


otherways? „„ . nnn... “ 
Rather more productive, but 1. Bat "never oble ed oy. Djfference i in „„ 


** * 2 
5 N 9 : N 2 7 . 2 * > 
= . we 
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Ny of the fem... = ol 


Did) you ever 1 make 
Never. 3 1 8 wy! 
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- Do you know whether Spirits from Malt 385 are vholeſomer than thoſe 
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from Malt and Ray Grain, mixed? . | ” 
I have no, Reaſon ta believe they are, but am of - 
Spirits produced from Corn are equally wholeſome. * $I LA | ; 


* 


Ik of a Quarter of Grain, One Half were to be malted, and the other left 8 W 
raw, would that Quarter yield more Spirits 2 n hp e of the ſame 7 OT 


o 


Grain entirely malted? , _ | „ 
The Produce will be g eater from the e Q 8 


1 Mr. Payne concurs in that C Opinion. SN it TUES W; T ute” „ 


* * # 7 ty + "IN," Iz ; 2 d 7 


1 2 1 43 ; # 4 * * . 2 7 
f 5 * 4 7 8 9 N 2 py 1 e 
8 l E. S550 N 


$4 
* 
* 
- 
*. 
þ 
. 


88 


* 
N J's 7 . 8 — ce 
fp Mt 


\Do you uſe Soap in your firſt or ſecond DP iſfillation? RE Sole Th ee 
In the firſt Dy lillation, fr ne HEALS. in the Teco VV 


12 ; i " i 
4+ 
jy ” 2 


e : 4.2 F = 8 "hs 7 F 7 * 2 Hil wt. 
£ A - * yg 8 2 2 5 i . - * F 8 
PR 4 8 wats... — n 
neceſſaty 8 4 5 * 4 * 2 5 3 8 " 2 1 7 
1 «BK Dr 2 7 e . 4 LF 8 
bat ever. 8 . e 3 2 1 1 
5 ; . * 8 3 


1 : do you;concejn' e it would | 
„ 5 10 it 1 de bi e 
* 5 een the Wat ben, N oer, VVV ” 


3 
* . 


* 
* 
— —— — 2 po) 
— 2 — 
— — ——— — OY 


© 0 . PF 19 - K , oY & 4 


- 
* 
— — 
! 


Acre you ſure that this, which firſt c | 
the Soap, or of the Oil, or Alkali, of whic | 
had ſed in your Firſt Proceſs ; aud have 
of the Soap, or of the To Materials whit i | 
the Spirits obtained by your Second Diclo? . | 
- pct: never obſerved more of the foul Spirits — Soap bas been 
5 What do you ſuppoſe becomes of the Soap? oV: 5 
Is ſuppoſe a great Part of it remains in the FER Waſh, | %%%%ͤͥ 


4 | c 8 : n « : k N : 7 


| Do you ſeparate the Firſt Running of your Low Wine 6 from the Reſt. CC 


: of the Spirits? 3 VVV ; „ 
No- sor the ſame Reaſons 45 have been ſtated by Mr. Payne. | „„ 
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Mr, PAYNE: 


Aggin calle in, and examined. | 


Has not the Paper or 1 which you hats delivered i in, 8 for- 


merly laid before the Treaſury, or the Scotch Diſtillers ? 


It never was Jaid before the Treaſury, but it was ſome Years 2g laid 
before the Scotch Diſtillers by the Engliſh. Diſtillers, 


Have your your pirits more of the vegetable Oil chan che Scotch 2 8 
1 think aa, . they ; are not ſo clean a Spirit as the Scotch. 


A Member 1 informed the 3 


That he can ſtate from his own Knowledge and the praftical Information 
of others; that all over the North of Europe, particularly in Ruſſia, Five 
Sevenths of the Grain diſtilled are Raw, and Two only Malt; he knows 


that the ſame Proportion of Raw Grain and Malt are uſed in Holland, for 
he is in Poſſeſſion of the Proceſs practiſed in the firſt Diſtilleries in Rotter- 
dam and Skeydam,. which was handed to him by a Perſon who attended 
in theſe Diſtilleries for ſeveral Weeks, and he alſo employed a Dutchman 


who made Gin on this Principle in Scotland. The Raw Grain uſed in 
theſe Countries he has mentioned are Rve and Wheat = the malted Grain 
is Barley—the Rye and Wheat, he knows from Experience, is conſiderably 
more productive than Barley—the Mixture of Raw Grain with Malt he 


_ conſiders to be perfectly wholeſome, and it is ſanctioned by the Practice of 


all other Countries, Malt alone being, as he underſtands, diſtilled no where 


but in Scotland. 
A Propoſal was made to him ſome Time ago to erect an Appaniias for 


_ diſtilling in vacuo, by which it was ſtated that the Running of the Stills could 


be accelerated to Three Times what they could obtain by the common Me- 
thod of Diſtillation, He did not adopt ic—He thought the Premium 
aſked too high—neither did he ſee the Thing he FS ns he N no- 
mes of i it but from the Perſon who made the 28 
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F HAT was the Mode of impoſing, wid ö 45 + Pfipaition of the Dry on 
Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, in the 1 1 ä to HO bas od + 
the Licence Syſtem was adopted? ie en TOE... 
As was the Amount of boy colleted in each x of thoſe Years erke 5 

| fh ds 50 y 


. WHAT has been 1 ce Mode of hwy, and as 0 oft 40 Duty, bs 
in each reſpective Year, from 1786 incluſive, to the preſent Tine ; 35 avi 
the different Modes and Proportions i i the different Diſtriets A - 


4. WHAT has been the Amount of the Duty collected! in hey of thoſe Vos . 


reſpeAively ; diſtinguiſhing U el Amount ab was , in 32 fame 
Tears in the different Diſtricts 15 


9 


wt CAN any practicably accurate Method be deviſed, of e 50 1 oy 
curing the Spirits made and ſold for Conſumption, to be of as wholeſome a Quality 
as is compatible with the Nature of fuch a Liquor diſtilled at the Strength of One 
to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, Te the different Sorts o Gs 5 7 5 or Ol 
uſed for that Purpoſe 1 in Scotland ? . 


6. WHAT has been the Average Retail Price of Scorch Spirits, Glak Proof, | 
during the laſt Six ads, in A N E ogbrdan A Inverneks, 
Bs FE | 7 TY 
op WHAT is the kigheſt F Price per Ge at air W Spirits, 7; 25 
to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be ſold for Confumption in Scotland, without 
the Hazard of Competition by Mega Practices at t Home, or ee. from the 
. or from I reland? 


8. HOW much of that Pas per F can ahi e Manufacturer ford « to * as 
Duty to Government, leaving him a fair and ample Profit, calculated according to 
the Average Price of Grain, Fuel, Labour, and other Charges, ares dh the "_ Ti en 
Years; ſpecifying the particular Grounds of ſuch Calculation?” 1720: He 

9. WHAT may it be expected that the Annual Produce of ſuch Dudes 3 
amount to, calculated upon the beſt Opinion that you can form of « the 1 
and Conſumption of che Country? 


10. WHAT will be the beſt Method of impoſing and collecting that Duty, 6 
as to guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, and incur the leaſt Expence in proportion 
to the Amount of its Produce; and in particular, will it be better, under all the 
_ Circumſtances of the Country, to adhere to the MP of erg or to . to 
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' Difference bee 


Proof, diſtilled from the beſt Grain, and the beſt Proportion of that Grain as to 
Quantity, and with the beſt Fuel, alſo employed in the belt Proportion ? 295 


could yield, under ſuch Circumſtances, in Twenty-four Hours, and in 4 Year, be 
V%%%%%0oÿöU'“ DDD ß Ty ge PEE 


other Cireumſtances above-mentioned remaining the ſame) according to the 


the moſt productive Capacity to be Forty Gallons, can the Diſadvantage, in reſpe& 
of Quantity, be aſcertained, which would be incurred by uſing Two Stills of 


Gallons inſtead of Two of Forty Gallons each? 


being wholly malted ; ſpecifying the Grounds of Diſtinction between what is gene- 
ral. y underſtood by good and inferior Grain? _ = 
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Proportions? 


Spirits, between the Uſe of Grain of the ſame Quality when malted, and when 
pin beween ths Uſe of Gran oth fume G wen mall, ad when. 
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uſed? 
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Diſtuleries, in any and what Reſpect, on Sundays ? 


11, OUGHT there to be any Difference as to the Quantity or Mode of impoſ- 
ing and collecting the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland, on Account of the 


Difference of the Quality of the Grain produced, of the Fuel found in thoſe 
different Parts, and of other Circumſtances ; and if there ought, what ſhould that 


12. WHAT, have been the Cheeks which the Legiſlature has enacted at dif- 
ferent Times to prevent fraudulent Evalion of the Duty on Spirits; which of thoſe 
have been moſt efficient,; and what others can be ſuggelled which are likely to be 
of Advantage to the Revenue? 5 1 5 0 

13. CAN it be N to g practicable Degree of Accuracy, what Form 
and Capacity of a Still, and of the Head and other Parts of che diſtilling Apparatus, 
and made of what Met: and Thickneſs, and erected with what Materials, 
and in-what Manner (particularly in Regard to the Degree of the Ang/e which the 
Pipe or Horn ſhall form with the Head) will pro luce the greateſt Quantity, in 


8 


Proportion to the Capacity, of wholeſome Spirits, One to Ten over Hydrometer 


1. CAN the utmoſt Quantity. of ſuch Spirits which ſuch Still and Apparatus 


7 


15, IF the Capacity of ſuch Stills were enlarged or diminiſhed, can the Degree 
of Diſadvantage be aſcertained (in reſpect of the Quantity of Spirits equally ſtrong 
and ' wholeſome to be procured in the ſame Time) which would be incurred (the 


* 


Amount of ſuch Increaſe or Dimipution of Capacity ; for Example, vppoling = 


Twenty Gallons each, inſtead of One of Forty Gallons, or in uſmg One of Eighty 


16. CAN the Degree of Difference be aſcertained, which there would be in the 
eee of ſuch Spirits produced in a given Time, under Circumſtances alike in 
Ill other Reſpects, from good Grain and inferior Grain, ſuch Grain in both Caſes 


17. THE ſame Queſtion, in Caſes where Malt and Raw Grain are uſed in equal 


18, WHAT is the Difference, in point of the Quantity and Wholeſomeneſs of 

19. THE fame Queſtion with N- 1.3, ſuppoſing Scotch Coal to be the Fuel 

20. THE ſame, if Newcaſtle Coal? 
22. WHAT are the Reaſons to. be alſigned for and againſt carrying en the 
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"ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS SLED 125 the Committees. 
dated , 24 die Aprilis, 1798. e 


„CAN you boy, from your Deperiace or Ohler valion, whether Spirits diſtilled | 
from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of Strength, are more 

unwholeſome if they have been diſtilled very rapidly and with a * e 5 

than when diſtilled Rlowly and with a gentle Heat 5 | 


2. IF the Diſtillation is Feng gend in other Repeat, is is it 2 * Ta 157 5 


a rapid Diſtillation by a /frong Heat to occaſion a. fery Taſte, or peculiar and aiſ- 
agreeable Flavour in the Spirits, to a greater Degree than when te Pee is 


W Aoroly and with a gentle Heat? 


3. WHAT is ſuch fiery and diſagreeable Pied f in Spiris LAOS by: IE : 


Docs! it ariſe from a Combination of eſſential Oil, or other offenſive Matters coming 
over with the Spirits, or from any other and what Conſe ͤͤ;; rh 7 


1 ARE you acquainted with the Ingredients, or Peter faid to 'be 1 
by ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminiſh ſuch unpalatable F lavour, or to com- 
municate ſome favourite Taſte ? If you are, do you know in what Manner thoſe _ 


Ingredients, or Proceſſes, operate in producing thoſe Effects? Does the Uſe of 


os or of any and which of them, in the neceſſary Quantity or Degree, render the " 
Spirits 4% wholeſome ?, Tf it does, do you know ay ready avg PONY, Method oh mw — 


tection when 1 have been e ? 


| + CAN you ſay, from] your E and Oblervvien, * whether. a 85 irit t of 5 
te ſame Strength, and diſtilled from the ſame Materials, is Je/5 ere hu when 
the Wort and Waſh made from ſuch Materials is weak, and 4di/uted by the Uſe of a 


great Proportion of Water in forming the Wort, than when ſuch Wort and Waſh 


are made ſtronger and more concentrated, by the e of bend ſeg, in = 


Formation of che Wort being much leſs ? 


6. CAN more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted "2 a given | cs of Ma- 
terials, and a Waſh of a given Strength, Py. a Jow than PF oY. Diſtillation, or 


vice verſe E= 


7. CAN more ve Spirits, ity ſtrong, be e fn a given SSD of Ma- - 
terials, by making the Wort diluted and weak, than by making i it FR and concen- 


trated, or vice werſa ? 


8. CAN you ſtate what is he ot Quant « Spirits which can be obtained 


from a given Weight of ſound healthy Grain ? 


IF all the über faccharine, or ects 1 Patt of the Grain or — — 


Miteriee could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains or Refhduum. be of 


any Value as Food for Animals; and is not the nutritious Quality of ſuch Ręſiduum 


entirely, or very much, in Proportion to the Quantity of ſuch farinaceous or ſac- 
charine Matter, which ſtill remains in the Grains or Ref —_ after the Waſh i is 


. 10. WHAr 


drawn off ? 
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10. WHAT are the Advantages or Diſadvantages in the Quality and Quantity 
-of Spirits, and in Quickneſs of Operation, from uſing Malt alone, or any Propor- 
tion of raw Grain mixed with Malt, to form the Wort and Waſh? 8 


11. CAN a Wort and Waſh be formed, and a Spirit diſtilled, from raw Grain 


alm, without any mixture of Malt? ?: ens | 
© 12. IT has been ſtated, that ſome of the Manufacturers of Gin in Holland, fer- 


ment their Waſh on the Grain, without 7 them; and chat, after the Fer- 
mentation, they put the mixed Maſs of Waſh and Grains into the Still together: 
Have you any Ledi dhe of this Practice, and can you ſtate the Advantages or 
jjIjJJJJJJdWVWVVV0%%%%%nd IEEE Tho Yo nom 4 | 
, . 14, CAN Pn aſcertain what Form and Capacity of Still, and Form, Capacity, 
and Conſtruction of Fire- place, will require the leaſt, and what the hep. Space 
of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in proportion to the Quantity of M all, or 
Low Wines, put into it; all other Circumftances, as Quality of Materials, 8 
Waſh, Ful, Degree of Heat, &c. being, in both Caſes equal, and ihe moſt favourable 
o quick Diſtillation ? j „. 


= 14. CAN you ſuggeſt any pra#icabl; Check to prevent a 700 rapid Diſtillation, 
| | except by confining the Diſtiller to the Uſe of ſuch a Still in Form and Capacity, and 

ſuch a Fire-place alſo in Form, Capacity, and Conſtruction, as ſhall be found to be 
J ² wl Diltilatien? ⅛' / 99 
5. CAN you aſcertain the Difference in the Time neceſſary to diſcharge a 
Still of the Forin and Capacity, and uſed with a Fire- place ab of the Form, 
Conſtruction, and Capacity, leaſt favourable to rapid Diſtillation, and that neceſ- 
ſary to diſcharge a Still of the ſame Capacity, but of the Form moſt favourable 
to rapid Diſtillation, and uſed with a Fire-place of the Capacity, Form, and Con- 
1 ſtruction moſt favourable to rapid Diſtillation ; the Quantity, Quality, and Strength 
of the Charge, and of the Fuel, being the ſame in both Caſes? s 


n 


16. IT has been ſuggeſted, that the Proceſs of Diſtillation may be greatly ac- 
celerated by uſing the Air Pump, to exhauſt the Atmoſpheric Air which remains 
in the Still after it is charged; can you give the Committee any Information on 
this Subject, or ſtate, with any Degree of Accuracy, to what Extent ſuch a Practice 
would, ca1eris paribus, accelerate Diſtillation, and whether it would have any 
Effect in improving the Quality of the Spirits, or vice verſa?  - 


17, DO you know of any Ingredient, or Proceſs, the Uſe of which can be 
diſguifed, which will prevent the Hydrometer from aſeqraining the Strength 
of the Spiriez and if you do, .can you ſuggeſt any ealy and ready Method of 
Detection | e OO eee 


156. Is the preſent Mode of aſcertaining the Strength of Spirits by be Hydro- 
meter employed by ib Officers of Exciſe for that Purpoſe, ſufficiently certain and ac- 
curate; or do you know of any other mode more accurate and certain; and if 
you do, ſtate the Reaſons which occur to you for or againſt the Subſtitution of ſuch 

Mode for that now in Uſe? 5 5 
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1-W HA T was the Mode of impoſing, and the Proportion of 
the Duty on Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, in the Ten Years 
previous to 1786, when the Licence Syſtem was adopted 


FROM ßth July 1776 to iſt December 1785, the Duty on Spirits diſtilled in 
Scotland was impoſed univerſally by the Mode of Survey, At iſt December 
1785, the Licence Syſtem commenced in the Highlands, but the Mode of Survey 
Vas continued in the. Lowlands till 5th July 1786. ET 

Previous to 1ſt November 1784, the Duty was by Law impoſed according 
to a certain Rate on each Gallon of Low Wines or Spirits of the Firſt Extraction, 
and another Rate on Proof Spirits, or Spirits of the Second Extraction, made by 
the Diſtiller. The Officer of Exciſe tdok Account of all Waſh, Low Wines, and 
Spirits in the Diſtiller's Poſſeſſion, and in Practice the Charge of Duty was ge- 
nerally made from the Waſh, according to a Proportion fixed by Law; viz. One 
Fourth Part of the Waſh for Low Wines, and Three Fifths of theſe Low Wines 


for Spirits, theſe being the Quantities of each computed to be produced from a : 


given Quantity of Waſh; thus, for Example, for every 100 Gallons of Waſh 
which the Officer found, on taking his Account, had been manufactured by the 
Diſtiller, he fet forward a Charge againſt him of the Duty on 25 Gallons of Low 
Wines and 15 Gallons of Spirits, —After rſt November 1784, a ſmall Alteration 


took place in the Manner of rating the-Duty 3 the Charge on the Low Wines 


and the Spirits was diſcontinued, and the whole Duty was rated on the Waſh, the 
Diſtiller, for every 100 Gallons of Waſh charged, being allowed Credit in his 
Stock for 20 Gallons of Spirits. < This Mode continued till it was ſuperſeded by 
the Introduction of the Licence Syftem in the Highlands and in the Lowlands 
ö ß nr Co” 
The Proportion of Duty on Spirits diſtilled in Scotland during the above Pe- 
ETA Ten, „„ , d ED 
From 8th July 1776 to 5th April 1779, the Rate of Duty was 7 f 4. per Gal. 
lon on the Low Wines, and 15. 10+. per Gallon on the Spirits, making in 
all, by the Proportions ſtated above, a Duty oh each Gallon of Spirits, of the 
Second Exaienes, 0. 27, 118 i eu OT gy 
From 6th April 1779 to goth May 1780, by the po, Fang of 5 per Cent. 
additional, the Duty oh each Gallon of Spirits, of the Se 


8 


econd Extraction, was 


From 3iſt May 1780 to zih April 1981, by the Tm 


PX 


dition of an additional! 


1.4. per Gallon on the low Wines, and 3 4. per Gallon on the Spirits, with 5 per 
Cent. on the Amount thereof, the Duty on each Gallon of Spirits was raiſed to 
3% ᷣͤAan 8 
From 6th April 1781 to 25th July 1782, by the Impoſition of a Second Five 
per Cent. on the Amount of the Duties (excluſive of the former per Cent, Du- 
ties) the Duty on each Gallon of Spirits was 3s. 744. vths of a Farthing 


4 : 


From 
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Gallon per Annum, in the 


* . 
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From 26th July 1782 to it November 1784, by the Impoſition of a Third 


Five per Cent. the Duty on each Gallon of Spirits was 35. 9¹ . Arths of a Far- 


thing nearly. 
rom 2d er 1784 to the Commencement of the Licence Syſtem in the 


Highlands and in the Lowlands reſpectively, the Duty on each Gallon of Spirits 
„ eki 1 d. | 


The above-mentioned Duties are all ſtated and calculated for Malt or Corn Spi- 
rits onh; the Duties and Proportions were ſomewhat different for Melaſſes and 
other Spirits; the Mode of levying the Duty, however, was the ſame in all. 
The Quantity of Spirits made i in Scotland from other Materials than 8 was 


very incon mae 


1 ha, was 5 Amount of x Duty collected i in ch of theſe Years 


| hen? e IH 
1 77 8 l- 7.938 3 1 
7 11978] 9,283 12 5 
1 5 1779 i 13,442 14 77 
eden ee | 1780 | 32,684 13 6 


1781 | 37,745 15 11% 
| 1782 | 36,196 1 
9 8 1783 355560 bs 52 | 
e N e, 
| d 7 1786 T "95790 9 117 


„ | ; 45'S 8 f | "2K" 
In the Year ending 5th July — 
3 ＋ ; f 5 8 / 


„.- What hats vil ts Mode of ue and the Prod of 
the Duty in each reſpective Year, from 1786 incluſive to the preſent 
Time, 1 che different Modes an Froportiom in the different 
Diſtricts? c 


From Sth J uly 1786 to thi . Time, the Dillillery Duties in Scotland 


| have been impoſed and levied by an Annual Licence Duty on the Content or 
Capacity of the Stills entered and made uſe of for Diſtillation, 


The following are the Proportions of Duty in the Lowland and in the High- 


land Diſtricts ſince the above Period of 5th July 1786:—The node of charging 
the Duty has been the ſame in both, viz. by the Content of the Still, as aſcer- 
tained by the Officer of Exciſe, by Gauging or by actual Meaſwmement: 


From 5th July 1786 to 5th July 1788, the Duty in the Lowlands was L. 1. 105. | 


per Gallon per Annum, in the Highlands J. 1 per Annum per Gallon, _ 


From 5th July 1788 to Fin July 17 3 the Duty in the Lowlands was C. 3 per | 
ighlands Z. 1 per Annum per Gallon. 
From th July 1793 to 10th October 1795, the Duty in the Lowlands was 


. 9. per Gallon Her: nn in the FOR; 41 1. 10. er Gallon Ib An- 
nun. 


PR _— . * * 1 


— 2 „ ag 


* Of this laſt Sum 2 7,869. aroſe from Diſlillery Licences in the Highlands; bot 4. 10,624. 


127. 2} 4. of Arrears" incurred this 6 Year, were paid the Year following, 


. 


From 


5 
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n 10th October 1795 to 28th December. 8 the Duty in the Low 


| - nes was L. 18 per Gallon per Annum, in the Highlands 4 


per Annum.—lIt is to be obſerved, however, that during moſt all this Pericd, 


„. 10s, per Gallon 


and a ſmall Part of the preceding, the Diſtillery was prohibited by Law; this Pro- : 
hibition took full Effect in Scotland about the 7th of September 1795 and e. 


tinued till about the 26th October 1796. 


From 28th December 1796 to the preſent Time, t the Dury 3 in th el wl ands | 


Fas been L. 54 per Gallon per Annum. 


From 28th December 1796 to 5th July 1797. the Duty continued! in the High- 


lands at C. 2. 105. per Gallon per Annum. 

From 5th July 1797 to the preſent Time, the L 
Diſtrict has been . 6. 10s. 
_ Highland Diſtrict Fa 9. per Ga 


15 Gallon per Annum and- in the. inter 
n per Annum. 


"The above Duties are only thoſe impoſed on the Diſtillation af Sphig from 


ny in 3 proper Highland 1 
mediate 


Malt or Corn: Stills work ing from Melaſſes, or from other Foreign Materials, 
are liable to a different Rate of Duty; che Mode of levying i it is however the ſame. 


No Stills of this laſt Deſcription have ever been e in Scodand 5 887 * . 
Commencement of the. Licence Ae. ; 


"x . 


W e 10 oem. Fa Amount A. Duty collected f in 1 ir 05 
1450 reſpectively, diſtinguiſhing ſeparately ſuch. a as was e 


edi in n the ſame e in Ls aaron SPA b 


* je * 
be 7 % 4 £8 


1 In th FW ni 
| * be oat Diane. f 2 1 0 TA 

i 2 *. 5 "FI 4 3 ERP F, . 4 2 ; ca? 2 —— ſo 

* Of this Sum C. 10,6 %% 00 Cano nndf{/ ns; 1mm Vrkes 65 15 6 FPS 4 
5 217% 2 e a Ts i 0 75 70 71 . 3 { 8 
AR 1738 | 43-148 6.10 + - | 13,374 5 * $6,522 12 5þ 

of this Nen. 789 24,721 19 8} | — 5 14976 10 — 39,698 9 5% 

| 1790 26.055 118-4 — . 14843. 5 1 | 40,928 17 1 

79 | 28,396 11 844 — — 163% 3 9 | 44-750 15. 64 

In the Year e 4 | „„ TTT 
381 8 „ \ 1792 ; 32,754 15 8 | | 8 1 5:8 18,437 re * 51,19 5 8 
, , SS | IN, 8 
1 5 17 77023 12 FT 16,768 Tr 4 9379 9 1 
+ binnen, prohibited from | 1795 | 86,904 2 4 | — — | 18,810 1 10 105,714 12/11} 
about th September FTT 1 {4 | 
1795 to ab-1ut 26th 1796+| Ph 7,278 17 : 3 8 1 103 9 51 7.382 6 85 
October W | oh 1 3 5 7 
land, 1797 Faun „ 15,334 2 — | 157750 16. | 
In the Hoff Year e be os > Ha 

og 25 Fang} hah | iy e 2 3x] 10,247 _ 84 2 6,921 5 _— 133-038 _ | 


Piet to 410 8 17 ley cantly Sets of the” | Highland. * 8 


diare Diſtrict are all claſſed eco the . eee = DEE wigs = 


introduced at that wet . 


a 5 any 18 accurate | Method. bs” deviſed 15 8 
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cane at the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometet Proof, from the 
=, _ different Sorts of Grain, malted or raw, uſed for that Purpoſe in Scot · 


838 . 15 


From the Manner in which this Query is worded, it is not very eaſy to 
_ underſtand its Meaning, or give it a direct Anſwer. . There can be no Doubt 
that practically accurate Methods of making Spirits of as wholeſome a Quality as 
is compatible with the Nature of that Liquor, are well known to every experienced 
and iu Diltiller, but no certain Method of gſcertaining that Wholeſomeneſs, with 
any Degree of Accuracy, after Spirits are made, has, it is believed, been yet diſ- 
tovered. It has been thought, that by laying the Duty on the manufactured 
Commodity, ſome Security would be provided for having Spirits always mage of a 
. found and wholeſome Quality, as ſuch Spirits will generally fetch a better Price 
than thoſe of a differeht Quality, and conſequently can beſt bear any ſpecific Duty 
impoſed. Bur this is only a partial Security; it may be the Intereſt of a Diſtiller to 
_ deteriorate the Quality, the Saving of Materials more than compenſating the Dif- 
ference of Price ; it may, likewiſe, be the Intereſt of the Dealer to vitiate Spirits after 
they come into his Cuſtody, to increaſe the Quantity, or the apparent Strength, at 
the Expence of the Quality in point of Wholeſomeneſs. It is almoſt impoſſible 
to prevent ſuch Practices; many of them are of ſuch a Nature as entirely to elude 
immediate Obſervation, and either in the mak ing, or after Management of Spirits, 
It would unqueſtionably be very impolitic for the Legiſlature to preſcribe any 
particular Mode of Operation, however well it might ſeem at preſent to anſwer 
- the Purpoſe of producing-wholeſome Spirits, as this would preclude the Exerciſe 
of Ingenuity and Skill in the Diſcovery of farther Improvements. One Regula- 
tion ihdeed has been ſuggeſted, which might, perhaps, be adopted with good 
Effect in regard to the Wholeſomeneſs of Spirits; to confine Diſtillation to malted 
Strain only, Spirits from Malt being generally thought more wholeſome than Spirits 
from raw Grain; but the Unfitheſs of a great Part of the Grain produced in Scot- 
7 3 for being malted, muſt render this Meaſure at leaſt a very doubtful Expe- 
Could any practically accurate Method be found of trying and aſcertaining . 
the Soundneſs and Wholeſomeneſs of Spirits in a Manner ſimilar to the Proof of 
Strength by the Hydrometer, Regulations might then be enacted which would 
effectuall/ ſecure that Spirits 8 and ſold for Conſumption ſhould be always 
_ . of a good and wholeſome Quality ; but no ſuch Method has yet been found. 
Experienced Judges can, from the Flavour or Taſte, make ſome pretty accurate 
Conjectures as to the Wholeſomeneſs of certain Kinds of Spirits; but the beſt 
Judgments on this Point are founded en Principles too vague and undefinable 
- over to be fixed upon by Authority as ſure and legal Grounds of Procedure. 
The Proof of the Wholeſomeneſs of any Species of Spirits muſt, it is probable, 
remain as it has done, rather uncertain and fallacious, until ſome more accurate 
oor rig determining it can be found, than has ever hitherro been known to the 
EE CF ] 5 


6. —What has been the Average Retail Price of Scotch Spirits, Glaſs 
during the laſt Six Months, in Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Aberdeen, 


The Retail Price of Scotch Spirits has varied conſiderably the following 
is the neareſt Average that it is believed can be got of the Price of G/afs Proof 

Spirits in the different Places mentioned in the Query: _ _ | 

In Ediibwrgb—Raw Grain Spirits from 4. to 45. 6d. per Gallen 5 Malt Spirits 


ſome what Higher, probably Hom 44. Bd. to 5.5. per Gallon, Spirits oy been 
— de 3 ; RNS RF i « | s 88 | 6 3 | | = ages f 1 iſec 
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nge much cheaper, but it is well known hy weaker; very ha 

in Qpalit y): bs” 

Fo Glaſgow—From 44. 34. to 62 5 per Gallon, i bn 
la Aberdeen bout 45. 1.4. per Gallon, 7 ... 
. e eee 64.66 5 Galen. . 5 i i 


* 


Wha is | the* higheſt Price per Galton at ich 1 5 
ts, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be ſold for Conſump- 


9 N 
5 
7 8 C A x 


tion in Scotland, without the Hazard of Competition by illegal e 5 


at Home, or Importation 4rom the Continent, or from Ireland? 


Wpoleſome Spirits One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, might be" ola 
fr Conſumption in Scotland, it is believed, from 75. to 75. 6d. or 75. 84. per 


Gallon, without ghee of Competition by illegal Practices either at Home or 


Abroad; and might 
without Danger of Competition by Importations either from Ireland or the Con- 


tinent.—Impottations of 2 2 e Ireland, gh or N MI 85 ever 
CEE e ” 1 3j 8 


1 . 8.— How 5 8 of chat ; per es can the 1 a 
ford to pay as Duty to Government, leaving him a fair and ample Profit, 


calculated according to the Average Price of Grain, Fuel, Labour, and 


other Charges, during the laſt Ten Tears, ſpecifying the 2 11 : 


of ſuch Calculation? 
The Average Price of 8 for ths laſt Te en Years, EXD nben at e 


fold ſtill higher, probably as high as 85. 69. per Gallon, 


Shillings per Boll, and each Boll ufually yielding not leſs than Ten Gallons of 


Spirits One to Ten over Proof, the Expence of Grain neceſſary to produce a 


Gallon of ſuch Spirits may therefore be reckoned at 25.—The other Expences, of 
Fuel, Servants Wages, Tear and Wear of Utenſils, Rent, &c. cannot be particu- 
larly ſpecified by any but an actual Diſtiller, and among Diſtillers themſelves 
vary conſiderably ; ſome of the Highland Diſtillers ſtate them as high as 15. 9d. 
and even 25. per Gallon, but this, it could be ſhewn, is greatly beyond the Truth; 
experienced owland Diſtillers do not reckon. them at much more than Six 


Pence; taking them, however, at One Shilling per Gallon, which is certainly a full 


if not a high Allowance, the total Expence of a Gallon of Spirits One to Ten 


* .over Hydrometer Proof, without Duty, will be found not to exceed 35,—If ſuch 
Spirits were fold at 7 4. per Gallon, the Diſtiller could very well afford 3's. per 

«Gallon of Duty; if they were ſold lower, the Duty ſhould be ſomewhat gg 

. it appears he could afford at E 25, a” per Gallon wo he 


ve an e rofit. 


=— = 
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ties would amount to, calculated Per the beſt Opinion ycu can form of 


the Population and Conſumption © the Country? 3 
The Anſwer to this Query. muſt, in its very Nature, be PRES ae 8 — 


\carious. So many Circumſtances tend to affect the Degree of Conſumption 


of any particular Commodity, chat it is to be ſeared every Calculation of the Pro- 


duce of Duties ſounded on ſuppoſed Conſumpt will be found fallacious, The | 


following, however, ſeems to be as fair an Eſtimate of what might be expedted , 
to be the Amount of the Duty on Spirits made in Scotland, as can at preſent be 


| rn our the beſt Opinion of the Population and Conſumption of che Country: 
d. it is no eee, contains pretty nearly 350,0 Families; and 


N | 
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Home- made Spirits are 4 Commodity in almoſt univerſal Uſe, If then it be 
eſtimated, that in every Family Two common Glaſſes of Spirits are conſumed each 
Day, this cannot be reckoned a very large Allowance ; as I'. Glafſes of Spirits a 
Day make about a Bottle per Week, this gives ſomewhat more than Ten Gallons 
per Year for the Conſumpt of every individual Family. As Scotland therefore 
contains 350,000 Families, a Year's Conſumption ſhould amount to 3,500, 09 
Gallons of Britin Spirits. A Duty of 25; 3d. (taking it at the loweſt Rate) 
upon each Gallon, ought then to produce a Revenue of , 393,759 per Amnum ; 
or, taking the Duty only at 25. per Gallon, to make a full Allowance for accidental 
'Defalcation, the Annual Produce ought to be J. 350,000. Such a Duty has cer- 
tainly never yet been realized ; whether by any new Regulations it is poſſible to 
"realize it, it is not eaſy to determine; but it clearly appears, that if made effectual 
it could be paid without Injuty to the Country, or to the Trade of Diſtillation in 


10.— What will be the beſt Method of impoſing and collecting that 
Duty, ſo as to guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, and incur the leaſt 
Expence in proportion to the Amount of its Produce; and in particular, 
Will it be better, under all the Circumſtances of the Country, to adhere 
to the Syſtem of Licence, or to reſort to the former, or any other Method 


The Two Methods, of levying the Duty by Survey and by Licence, have 
both of them, undoubtedly, their Advantages and their Diſadvantages. It cannot 
be denied, that by the Mode of Licence, the Duty is moſt eaſily levied, and at 
the leaſt Expence in proportion to its Amount; that Frauds, though practiſed 
under this, as well as under every other Mode of le vying the Duty, can be met 
and obviated by the Legiſlature with greateſt Certainty and Facility under the 
Licence Syſtem; and above all, that levying the Duty by the Mode of Licence, 
affords the only effectual Security againſt all Attempts on the Part of the Diſ- 
tillers to corrupt the Officers of Exciſe, as it renders the Colluſion of the inferior 
Officers almoſt impracticable and uſeleſs, every Fraud in the Enlargement or 
Subſtitution of Stills being liable to conſtant Detection at any Time on the Viſit 
of ſuperior Officers to the Works. But with all theſe Advantages, it is no leſs 
certain, that the Mode of Licence has many and great Inconveniences attending 
it. It makes the Duty fall very unequally on different Traders, and thereby _ 
operates as a partial Tax; for though in cvery T rade' ſuperior Induſtry, Skill, 

and Capital are fair Advantages, yet theſe ought certainly to be left to their na- 
tural Operation, uninfluenced by any Revenue Regulations; working upon Time, 
however, neceſſarily gives ſuch large Advantages to thoſe who can carry through 
their Work moſt expeditiouſly, that Diſtillers, nominally ſubjected to the fame 
Rate of Duty, actually bring their Spirits to Marker loaded with very cifferent 
_ Impoſitions; a Diſtiller who can run off his Still 90 Times a Day, pays only Half 


the Duty on each G.llon of his Spirits that another is ſubjected to who can run 


his Still off only 45 Times: Hence it becomes the great Object of the Diſtiller, 
under the Licence Syſtem, to find the Means of expediting and hurrying throug!1 
his Operations, this, when the Duty is high, being a Matter of more Importance 
to him than paying Attention either to the Quality of the Spirit produced, or to th 
Waſte of Grain and Furl thereby occaſioned. It was to be expęctęd, therefore, 
and has accordingly happened, that under the Licence Syſtem in Segtlani!, the: 
Country has been filled with iminenſe Quantities gf moſt unwholclome and 


| noxious Spirits, and that a Conſumpt, both of Grain and Fuel, has taken place in 


the Scorch Viſtilleries, which may produce the moſt alarming "Conſequences' if 
much longer continued. It may be obſerved too, that it nas always been con- 


ſideed 
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ſidered by the Legiſlature as an Object of primary Importance, to teſtrain-as'far as 


#f 5 


effecting this, is by taxing them as high as the Nature of the Commodity will bear, 

and thereby raiſing their Þ rice 10 as to put them very much out of the Reach of the 
labouring Poor. Bat under the Licence Syſtem, this is hardly practicable; let 
the Duty on the Still be raiſed ever ſq high, Ingenuity is ſet to Work, and 
hitherto it would appear ſucceſsſully too, to prevent that high Duty from falling on 


- poſſible the common Uſe of Spirits among the lower Ranks; the beſt Mode f 


the Spirits, by producing a. larger Quantity in a given Time. - Were the Buty, 


on the other Hand, impoſed ſpecifically on the Spirit, the Price mu be raiſed, 
and probably, as a natural Conſequence, the Quality improved, that the Com- 
modity might better bear the Riſe of Duty and of Price. Theſe Conliderations 

bear upon the Subject in a political View; as a Queſtion of mere Revenue, the Ex. 

perience of ſeveral Years ſeems to have clearly decided againſt the Syſtem of 
| FEES Previous to the Iatroduction of that Mode of levying the Duty, it 

appears, by the foregoing! Statements, that the Produce of the Revenue from 
the Scotch Diſtillery was in a State of rapid and progreſſive Increaſe; from the 
Commencement of the Licence Law, the Lowland Diſtillery Dory fell, firſt to 
about One Half, and ſoon after to little more than One Third of its former. 
Amount. By the Impolition of new Duties, and the Prevention of the enormous 
Frauds practiſed for ſome Time by pretended rectifying Stills, the Produce has 
indeed, ſince 1794, riſen very conſiderably ; yet after all, taking into View the 
very great Riſe in the Amounts of almoſt every Branch of the Revenue of Exciſe 
In Scotland during the laſt Ten Years, and. conſidering the extraordinary Demand 
for Spirits, neceſſarily occaſioned by the preceding Scarcity during the Time that 
Diſtillation was prchibited, the Amount of Diſtillery Duty for the laſt Eighteen 


Months will not appear greater than might have been expected under the Syſtem ' 


of Survey. In regard to the current Year's Amount, it is likewiſe to be ob- 
ſerved, that there is every Reaſon to believe, from the great Stocks of Spirits 
now on Hand, that many Diſtillers have been making extraordinary Exertions to 
lay in ſuch Quantities as will ſupply the Market for a long Time to come; in 


Which Caſe, the Riſe of Duties will prove merely temporary, and the Amount muſt 


ſoon fall far below what it has been for the laſt Eighteen Months. To all this it 
may be added, that as the Mode of Licence has never been adopted in England, 
the Continuance of it in Scotland, if not directly contrary to the Articles of Union, 
is at leaſt attended with this great Diſadvantage, of produeirg and keeping up an 
unjuſt and impolitic Diſtinction between the Two Countries, and depriving the 
Scots Diſtiller in great Meaſure of the Benefit he might derive from having 
the Engilih Marker open co-kime +) yi nt whe 185 Ol 7 OT 
_ Upon the whole, though different Opinions in regard to this Queſtion have 
been entertained, the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland have always been, and 
ſtill are of Opinion, that the Mode of levying the Duty by the Survey is the beſt, 
and opght agaio ta be reforted tor fins Tone nies 88 


. _ 11,--Ought there to be any Difference as to the Quantity or Mode 
| of impoſing and collecting the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland, on 
Account of the Difference of the Quality of the Grain produced, of the 

Fuel found in thoſe different Parts, and of other Circumſtances; and if 


2 


| there ought, what ſhould that Difference be??? 
The Difference that may exiſt in the Quality of the Grain, or even of Fuel, 
can make no good Ground for any Difference of the Duty in the different 
Diſtricts of Scotland. Were this to enter into the Views of the Legiſlature, a 

material Diverſity, in point of Duties and Revenue Laws, might take place in 
all the different Diſtricts of the Country; and after all, in ſpite of every Attention, 

it is probable that ſome Places would obtain . while others 
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might be fubje& iw onincended Hardfhip. Though one general Rule in regard 


viduals, yet the Inconveniences thereby occalioned are far leſs upon the whole 


to the Revenue Laws may ſometimes bear hard on particular Diſtrifts or Indi- 


than what mult take place in attempting to vary them, fo as to ſuit the Circum- 


Nanoes of different Diſtriats. It is true, that the remote Situation of the Nor- 
thern and Weſtem Diſtricts of Scotland, and the Want of Capital among the In- 
| Habirants, would incline the Legiſlature to make, if poſſible, ſome Proviſion for 
their Reliel. But this is extremely difficult to effect. A lower Rate of wee 
there muſt encourage the running of Spirits into the Diſtricts which ate fu 
to the full Duty, as has been fully experienced during the Operation of the High 
land and Lowland Diſtillery Laws. The only Relief for the Highlands, d 
appears ſafe and practicable, is the Allowance of the Uſe of Stills there of much 
Tmaller Content than are permitted in the Lowlands, ſtill, however, ſubject to the 
fame Rate of Duty per Gallon. This Relief is adapted to the Situation of Per- 
ſons working on ſmall Capitals, and at the ſame Time keeps as free as poſſible of 
the Dangers ariſing from any Inequality in the Rate and Payment of Duty. 
After all, the Highlands of Scorland, if they have ſome Diſadvantages, have alſo 
_ great Advantage in the Diſtillery, viz. * vniverſal Preference of Hi ghland 
in the Market, to every other; Flighlagd Spirits ſell from 6 d. to '15. per 
Yon higher than pt oe Hire faictent to 2 2 bond for oF local 
Anconvenences. RE oy 


- 12. . What have been the Checks which the 13 has enacted 

at different Times to prevent fraudulent Evaſion of the Duty on Spirits; 

| © Which of theſe have been moſt efficient ; and what others can be ſuggeſt- 
ed, which are likely to be of Advantage to the Reyenue? 


When the Duty was levied by the Mode of Survey, a variety of Regulerions 
were found neceſſary, reſpecting the Size of the Stills, the Manner and Times of 
charging them, and running them off, locking and ſealing the Still Heads, and 
Furnace Doors: and above all, taking Account of, and keeping Stock upon tbe 
Spirits, and allowing none to be removed without Permit. Theſe were either 
done away or eſſentially altered by the Introduction of the Licence Syſtem, when 
new Checks and Regulations, adapted to the new Mode of levying the Duty, were 
enected. The Checks and Regulations now in Force relate principally to the 
Mode of licenſing Stills, the ſecuring Payment of the Duty for the whole - Year, 


except in certain ſpecified Caſes, the Prohibition of heating Waſh by any Proceſs 


previous to its being put into the Still, the ſubjecting all Pipes and Tubes con- 

nmnected with the Still to Payment of Duty as high as th: Steam can aſcend, and 

= Prohibition of the fraudulent Uſe of Diſtillers Certificates for the Removal of 
pirits illegally made. 

0 determine what Checks are moſt efficient, and what-new ones can be uu 
gelted, likely io be of Advantage to the Revenue, it is neceſſary firſt to know 
whether the Legiſlature intend to continue. the Licence Syſtem, or to reſort to the 
old Mage of Survey ; if the latter is to take place, the Regulations and Checks 

formel 10 in uſe muſt neceſſarily be revived, and the new ones ſince introduced into 
- - the Diſtillery in England extended to Scotland, for though all of them are not 
"alike important, it IM not be proper or ſafe to leave them out. Beſides theſe, 
it would be er that the Officers of Exciſe ſhould be authorized to take Account 
o, und ſet forward a Charge of Duty from the Worts as well as from the 'Waſh, 
and it ſhould be provided that every Still muſt be ſo conſtructed as that: ue 
'Officer'can take his Dips and Gauges at any Time without Obſtruction or Im- 
pediment.— Whecher the Mode of licence is to be continued or not, it would be 
of great U ſe to prohibit totally the Erection of high Walls or other Buildings 
Nen — by which 9 0 Raalte are hindered Som: immedigte 
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Agceſs; and to empower the Officers, by Means of Keys provided for 3 or 
in ſome other Way, to make their Viſits: at all Times without the Neceſſiiy of 
demanding or waiting for Admiſſion. —If the Mode of Licence is to be perſeyered 
in on its preſent Footing, it will be neceſſary, for-the Security of the Reyenue, to 
provide the following Checks and Regulations, in Addition to thoſe now in Force; 
the Subjection of all Pipes or Tubes connected with the Still Heads, and which- 
ever Way directed. to che ſame Duty as the Still, during their whole Courſe till 
they actually join the Worm; perhaps ſubjecting the Worm itſelf to Duty would 
alſo be proper ; an abſolute Prohibition ſhould likewife be enafted againſt giving 


up Stills in the Courſe of the Year, except in the Caſe of total Bankrupfcy or 


Death, and for that End Security ſhould be required from every Diſtiller, at the 
Commencement of the Year, in a Sum equal to his whole Annual Duty, for the 
regular Payment of Duty for Twelve Months, without any Deduction on Ac- 
count of Transference'of Stills; in a particular Manner, the pernicious. Practice 
of allowing Spirits to paſs without Exciſe Permits, under Cover of Diſtillers Cer- 
tiſicates, ſhould be immediately aboliſhed; the Renewal of Exciſe Permits is the 
only Security that can be had againſt the Introduction of Spirits from illegal Stills, 
for Diſtillers have no Heſitation in giving their Certiflees for any Spirits, when 
they find it for their Intereſt, and the Repreſentations they have given of the In- 
conveniences of ſubjecting their Spirits to Stock and Permits, are only additional 
Proofs of the NeveSty of this Meaſure for the Security of the Revenue. It has 
been ſuggeſted too, that Regulations in the Form and Conſtruction of Deus _—_ 
be Introduced 5 of this ſorne Notice i is alben under che next * 5 


1 1 it be ined to a 1 dine 1 i * 
what Form and Capacity of a Still, and of the Head and other Parts of the 
_ diſtilling Apparatus, * made of What Metal and Thickneſs, and erected 
with What aterials, and in what Manner (particularly i in regard to the 

Degree of the Angle which the Pipe or Horn fhall form with the Head) 
will produce the greateſt Quantity, in proportion to the Capacity, of whole. 
ſome Spirits, One to Ten over e e Proof, diſtilled rom the deſt 
Grain mg the beſt Proportion of that Grain as to e and with "the 
beſt Fuel, alſo employed | in the beſt Proportion? 


The Dimenſions and Conſtruction of Stills and "Toa, 


: ils proper- bor pro- 
ducing the greateſt Quantity of Spirits in a given Time, have now by Practice 
been aſcertained at leaſt to a — \ Degree of Accuracy. Experienced Perſons 
conſider. the moſt advantageous Form of a Still to be, when its Depth is to its 
Diameter nearly as 14 to 40, or ſomewhat more than One Third; if che Depth 
be leſs, the Quantity produced will be greater, but the Quality worſe; if the 
Diameter be leſs, the contrary Effect will follow.—In e to the Angle formed 
by the Pipe or Horn with the Head, it is e 0 th THEY SIM formed 
by the Head (the Centre of it being ſuppoſed _ 
to be perpendicular) and the Pipe, ought to be 
about 135 Degrees, or the Angle formed by FEY 
the Pipe, and a ſtraight horizontal Line from #3 
the Still Head, ought to be 45 Degrees, ſome- PEE 
| thing perhaps in the Form annexed. _ „ 
I be Metal and Thicknels of the Pipe <2 
Worm, pro 44 for producing the greateſt od 
Quantity of Spirits, are not ſo accurately RR 
determined. It is apprehended: that Copper ff 
Pipes and Worms are moſt advantageous in HAT 
this Reſpect, allowing readieſt Action td tnge 
Mater applied as a — The Wide- 5 
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- neſs of the Worm has alſo been ſuppoſed to favour the ſpeedy Production of 
the Spirits; but in Practice this does not appear to be univerſally followed out. 
A good deal, it is probable, muſt depend on the Conſtruction of the Furnace, 
ſo as to apply the Hear to every Part of the Surface in the moſt eaſy and 
expeditious Mode, It has been ſtated, that by a Furnace ſo conſtructed as. rw 
apply the Heat above inſtead of blow, a more rapid Diſlillation can be effected 
by Peat, than in the uſual Way by Coal Fires. This, however, as yet has only 
been faid theoretically, for no practical Inſtance of its being tried has been heard 
of. The Bridle Furnace is eſteemed the beſt, as it poſſeſſes this Advantage, that 
the Heat can either be increaſed or moderated, as Circumſtances render expedient. 


14. Can the utmoſt Quantity of ſuch Spirits which ſuch Still and 
Apparatus could yield, under ſuch Circumſtances, in 24 Hours, and in a 
Tear, be aſcertained? _ CO 5 


The utmoſt Quantity of Spirits which a Still of a given Size is able to pro- 
5 Aduce in the Courſe of a Year, has at different Times been calculated on Data then 
vv ſeemingly accurate, but Improvements in the Art of Diſtillation have repeatedly 
 - ſhewn theſe Calculations to have been erroneous. © It would be going too far to 
ſay, that the Art is now incapable of farther Improvement; it is therefore un- 
certain what the utmoſt Quantity which a Still, ſuch as deſcribed, could yield in 
A Day and in a Year, can be faid to be. In the preſent State of Diſtillation how- 
ever, it is aſcertained, that a Still of 40 Gallons Content, on the new Conſtruction, 
when ſingling charged always with £3ths of its full Content of Waſh, can without 
Difficulty be run off 3 Times an Hour, or once in 20 Minutes, and when 
- doubling, if charged with 73 ths of its full Content, can be run off once every 
10 Minutes; the Produce is 5 + Gallons of Low Wines from each Charge ſing- 

= ling, and 9 4 Gallons of Spirits from each Charge doubling. Suppoſing this Rate of 
= | -working continued through the Year, the Produce would be (even with an Allow- 
= ance for occaſional Stoppages) about 44,090 Gallons in 365 Days, or, excluding 
= the Sundays, about 37,509 Gallons in 313 Days. Theſe Quantities are taken 
from the Reſult of the Experiments made by Directions of the Commiſſioners of 
Exciſe, the particular State of which is given in the Report on that Subject here- 
With tranſmitted, It is to be obſerved, that the Spirits produced in that Expeti- 
ment were One to Twenty over Proof; the Difference between Spirits of that 
Strength, and Spirits One to Ten over Proof, is ſomething leſs than Five per Cent. 
making the Annual Product at this laſt Strength about 43,800 Gallons in 365 
Days, or about 35,609 Gallons in 313 Days, nearly 114 Gallons in the 24 Hours, 

.. et hoc Path rhe 


2 15,—1f the Capacity of ſuch Stills were enlarged or diminiſhed, can 


| the Degree of Diſadvantage be aſcertained (in teſpect of the vantity 
| of Spirits equally ſtrong and wholeſome to be procured in the Aue Li 
j Which would be incurred (the other Circumitances above- mentioned re- 
= maining the ſame) according to the Amount of ſuch Increaſe or Diminu- 
| tioOn of Capacity for Example, ſuppoſing the moſt product ve Capacity 


do be 40 Gallons, can the Diſadvantage in reſpe& of Quantity be aſcer- 
+  --» tained, Which would be incurred by uſing Two Stills of 20 Galloris each, 


= _..... inſtead of One of 40 Gallons, or in uſing One of 80 Gallons, inſtead. of 
43 h v 
= . 8 From every Information received, and the Experience of practical Diſtillers, it 
= appears that the Advantage, in regard to the Production of a greater Quantity of 
| Spirits in a given Time, is rather on the Side of ſmall Stills; but that this Ad- 
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vantage is ſo trivial that it can neither; be aſcertained with Aceuray, m nor b eue 
50 be e in "Md Te Me os the nn. e gs 64 


- 16. 20 the Degree of Differeiice be edel Sich der- end 

: bei in the Quantity of ſuch Spirits produced in a given Time, under Cir- 

cumſtances alike in all other Reſpects, from good Grain and inferior 

Grain, ſuch Grain in both Caſes: being wholly malted, ſpecifying the 

Grounds of Diſtinction Derwern what is h underſtood by ge and 
inferior Grain? 


'Petſons beſt able to form a ads in -this Cale are of Opinion chat 1 
would be very little if any Difference. It has been frequently aſſerted in Behalf of 
the Highland Exemption, that there would be a conſiderable Difference in the 
Circumſtances ſtated in the Query; but this Aſſertion, from all the Information 
which can be collected, appears to be unfounded ; if there be any Difference, which 
a is by no Means clear, it muſt be extremely trifling, and by far too ſmall to form a 
Ground for any Difference of Duty. That is properly reckoned good Grain 
which is fit for malting, and that is reckoned bad Grain which will not malt; in 
other Reſpects the Difference of Quality depends on the Weight, RR varies in 
Wen e and-1 in different Diltrics of. the een, 8 65 1 


17. The Fame Queſtion, : in Caſes where Male and rar Grain 3 are 
uſed in equal Proportions. _ 


'Here too, as in the former Caſe, chews. is FO beſt Reaſon for u tl 
Difference, if ang, is £00 a Ing to. be noed. e 


n 
Ef T9 'S 
3 


18. what is "the 8 in point of 1 1 and Whole 
ſomeneſs of Spirits, between the Uſe of Grain of the ſame Qualicy” when = 
maälted, and when half malted and half ray? &@ 


T be Difference between the Uſe of Grain of the lu. Quality, when. wholly 
malted, and when half malted half raw, in regard to the Quantity of Spirits 
duced, may amount to about T'wo Gallons of Spirits-in the Boll of Grain; a Bal 
of Malt yielding. at an Average about 10 Gallons of Spirits, and a Boll of Grain, 
half malted half raw, about 11 4, 12, or 124 Gallons of Spirits. — The Difference 
ain Point of Wholeſomeneſs. is generally thought to be in fayour of Malt Spirits, 
ſo much fo, that they give in the Market at leaſt Six Pence per Gallon higher 
Price. To reſtrict Diſtillers to the excluſive Uſe of malted . n in * | 
Wi ien, be beneficial to the Pubic, ; 


5 .—The Tie veſtion with Number 1 rens Scorch Coal to 
. be 1 Fuel uſed? * % 0 


20,—The ſame, if Newcaſtle Coal? 8 IF 


= Difference of theſe Two Species of Fuel does 1 not erate 5 gs 1 of 
the Conſtruction either of Still or Furnaces. At leaſt it does not appear 
42 any practical Diſliller has ever yet thought it worth his while to make any ” 
Difference i in either, on Account of his uſing Scotch Coal or N ewcaſtle Cone 


0 11. —The „ 5 a 


In the Anſwer to Query 13th, Notice was Mets aft an Mis net Pro- 
| Fo ir. crane of Glaſaom, of: a Furnace to be uſed with Peat, on a a by Po 155 
— 3 Cc Conſtruction, 


* 
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Conſtruction, the Fife being applied from above inftead of from below, This, 
| However, is as yet merely theoretical, and has never been put in Practice; how far 
it is pra cticable we are not competent to ſay. - Hitherto the uſe of Peat has been 
conducted in the ſame Manner as the Uſe of Coal for Fuel, without any Varia- 


# 


tion in the Form and Conſtruction of the Furnace. 


22.—-What are the Reaſons to be aſſigned for and againſt carrying on 
the Diſtilleries, in any and what Reſpect, on Sundays? I 
The Reaſons to be aſſigned for carrying on the Diſtilleries on Sundays are 
few and totally unſubſtantial, reſolving themſelves, in fact, into nothing more than 
the unprincipled Avarice of the Diſtiller, endeavouring, at. the Expence of Re- 
ligion, Morality, and public Decency, to catch at an Advantage, which (as appears 
clearly by the'Calculation of the Drawbacks on licenſed Stills working for the 
Engliſh Market, and the late Deciſion of the Houſe of Peers in the Caſe of Eaſton, 
Fraſer, and Company, verſus the Commiſſioners of Exciſe) the Legiſlature never 
intended he ſhould have. The 'Pretences ſometimes brought forward, of the 
Neceſſity of carrying on certain Operations in Diſtilleries on Sundays, to prevent 


the Waſh from ſpoiling in the Tuns, if true at all (which there is every Reaſon | 


to doubt) can at leaſt afford no Cauſe for charging and working the Still on that 
Day. The Reaſons, on the other hand, againſt carrying on the Diſtilleries on Sun- 
days, are, in every Point of View, irreſiſtible. The Practice is a direct Outrage 
on One of the moſt ſacred Inſtitutions of the eſtabhſhed Religion of the Country; 
it gives a moſt unfair Advantage to the unprincipled Part of the Trade, againſt 
thoſe who have a Regard to Religion and public Order; it corrupts the Character 
and Principles of every Servant employed in ſuch Diſtilleries, by eradicating from 
their Minds all religious Sentiments. In many Places it would even occaſion 
popular Tumults and Violence; and it is directly contrary to ſeveral Acts of the 
Scots Parliament, which prohibit carrying on any Buſineſs on that Day. Pro- 
ſecutions againſt the Diſtillers at Cannon Mills and Lochrin, near Edinburgh, 
have been accordingly brought by the Kirk Seſſion of the Pariſh where their 


Works are ſituate ; unfortunately the Statutary Penaltics againſt this Practice are 
fo ſmall in the preſent Value of Money, that they are no Object to a Di tiller de- 


termined to ſacrifice every Thing to his on immediate Advantage; and in Spite 
of the Laws, and a Deciſion againſt the Practice, the Diſtillers at theſe TWO Places 
have ſtill the Effrontery to continue to work on Sunday, though univerſally com- 
plained of. The Practice calls loudly for the immediate and effectual Interpoſition 
of the Legiſlature, to reſtrain, particularly in the preſent critical Limes, by adequate 
Penalties, ſo flagrant and pernicious a Violation of the Laws both of Religion and 
,, , —- 35 — 7 


regoing are the Anſwers which the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, 
aſter the fulleſt Conſideration, and taking the Opinions of ſome of their moſt 
experienced Officers, as well as of practical Men upon whom they could rely, think 
themſelves warranted to give to the Queries tranſmitted to them from the Com- 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons on the Scotch Diſtillery. Some of the Queries, 
it will be obſerved, are of a Nature not admitting of a very definite Anſwer ; others 
of them would require to be reſolved by Perſons poſſeſſed of much more minute 
practical Knowledge, than it is poſſible either for the Commiſſioners of Exciſe or 
any of their Officers, in the common Courſe of their Duty, to obtain. No Means, 
however, were neglected for inveſtigating the Subject. In particular, Experiments 
were made according to the Recommendation of the Committee, on the actual 
Operation of Two Stills of different Conſtructions; theſe Experiments were eon- 


ducted under the immediate Inſpection of an intelligent and experienced 2 le 
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William Corbet, Ss Guat 1 57 now Collector at t Glaſgow ; 6 e 


and a particular State of the Reſults was drawn out, which is herewith tranſmitted 


for the Information of the Committee, and to which the Commiſſioners of Exciſe -_ 


Have referred, as the Grounds of ſeveral of the Culciddariolie ftated' in e CO 2 
of the foregoing Anſwers. e | 


3 te. e 
11th May 1758. e Toa . Roh; 1 


P. 8. Since the fas $0” Wk were LS he Commons of Exciſe 0 
have received a Second Set of Queries on certain Particulars connected with the 
Diſtillery. To anſwer ſome of theſe will probably require the Aſſiſtance of pro- 
feflional Chemiſts, and moſt of them relate to Subjects which do not fall imme 
diately under the View of the Officers of Exciſe. No Time, however, ſhall be 
loſt in procuring the beſt Information reſpecting them, and in drawing up Anſwers 
ſo far as that Information goes. As the 2 on the Subject of the Hydrometer 
appears to be the moſt important for the Officers of Exciſe to inveſtigate, and may 
probably too be the moſt neceſſary to be reſolved for the Satisfaction of the Com- 
mittee, particular Attention ſhall immediately be = to it, and if there appears 
a Chance of Delay in procuring Information on t 
out on 2 e ml be een emalimingd.. 


| Letter from 1 Mr. WILLIAM corBEr, to. ele Committoner o 
Kreise in . Pry Fn Or; 17 32 
En = . 
| You were pleated, t tho 2 kid 6 to "arc Copy os Mii" of 5 
Bis Commitcee for inveſtigating the Scots Diſtillery, and to Aeg 15 ſhould 


make the Experiments therein ordered, and report the Reſult to your Honours, 
In obedience thereto, | 1ſt no Time in making the neceſſary Preparatiohs 


other e Aa Tons * To 


and Arrangements for that Purpoſe, —I found at Airdry, about Eleven "Miles 


diſtant from Glaſgow, a Situation and Conveniences extremely favourable.— Mr. 
James M'*Naar, late Diſtiller there, gave me the Uſe of his Still Houſe, and a Set 
of Utenſils in good Repair, and tolerably well ſeaſoned. The Still Houſe could 
only admit of One Still, and it being found expedient to work the Two Stills 
at the ſame Time, Mr. Andrew Thomſon, Diſtiller, cheerfully allowed me to oc- 
7 the Scat of one of his own Stills, a contiguous Situation, which afforded am- 
Pn. of obſerving both Operations at the fame Time.—Afeer the 
800 4 ent Inquiry, I found that Newcaſtle Coal could not be procured in this 
Part of the Country; the Operations, in conſequence, were confined to Scots 
Coal and Peat. I have endeavoured, in the incloſed Scheme, to give à diſtint 
View of the Reſult of theſe Experiments, On viewing the Effects of the Fuel 
made Uſe of, the Want of Newcaſtle Coal will be conſidered as of little or no 
Importance, —Your Honours will obſerve, dat 9 Charges, as exhibiced in the 
Scheme, wrought off by. Peat, are zearly as quic rformed as thoſe where Coals 
are uſed; and 1 am fully -conyinced the my oe ve been equally ſo, had the 
| Peat been of ſo good a Quality as hol e generally uſed in the Highlands, and 
had the Men who wrought the Stills been e to uſe that Kind of Fuel. 
It may therefore be laid down as a Matter of abſolute Certainty, that with _ 
good Peat, with Men accuſtomed to uſe them, and, perhaps, with ſome ſmall 
Difference in the Conſtruction of the Furnace, a Still may be wrought off as ſoon, 
and to as _ OG | in every Reſpect, as vith the belt Coal the 5 
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can produce. The Fact is, that only a certain Degree of Heat is required, ant 
 -that by no Means a high one; if, therefore, that Degree is produced and pro- 


perly regulated, the Purpoſe of Fuel is fully attained. Peat. is capable of pro- 
Locks welt dither Degree of Heat than is neceſſary in Diſtillation ; therefore 


there can be no Advantage in uſing a Fuel which is capable of producing a- ſtill 


higher Degree, Heat a Still too much, inſtead of diſtilling it throws off boiling 
Liquor, and the Operation is 5 deſtroyed; hence ariſes the prodigious 
Difference in the Operation of the Lowland and Highland Stills — the former, by 

Means of its capacious and elevated Head, is capable of bearing a great Degree 

of Heat without the Riſk of boiling over, or, as the Diſtiller's Phraſe is, running 
foul; a proportional Quantity of Steam is generated, and it has ſufficient Room 
to form a diſtinct Separation with the Liquor in the Still: The Highland Still has 
no ſuch Scope, and conſequent Advantage; an equal Degree of Heat, by making 
it run foul, would deſtroy the Operation ; it is therefore neceſſary to apply only a 
"low Degree of Heat, and the Quantity of Steam produced muſt be proportionally 
ſmall.— They are not, indeed, in the Highlands, more than in the Low Country, 
reſtricted to any particular Form or Conſtruction of Stills; the Form, however, 
of that which T uſed, and is repreſented in Fig. 2. was ſome Time ago very gene- 


rally uſed amongſt them, and is ſo ſtill in the more remote Parts; if, however, 


the improved conſtructed Heads were to be generally adopted in the Highlands, 
as they are already in the intermediate Diſtrict, the Highland Diſtillers will be 


able 40 work nearly to as great Advantage as thoſe in the Low Country. Of 


this I had a very ſatisfactory Proof in the Courſe of theſe Experiments. found 


that the Highland Still with an improved Head, is little inferior to the Stills of a 
flat Conſtruction. Your Honours will perceive, that in the Courſe of the Expe- 


riments, the ſhorteſt Time taken to run off a Charge of Waſh is 20 Minutes: T 
am not prepared to ſay, that no Perſon can do more; but I am certain, it is nearly 


| equal to-the general run of Work performed in this Part. of the Country. I had 


the beſt Opportunity of obſerving Mr. Thomſon's Waſh Still, which, with the 


Head, are of an excellent Conſtruction; it was fairly wrought, and in no Inſtance 
did it run off in leſs than 19 Minutes. It appears alſo, that too great Charges 
are attended with manifeſt Diſadvantage; it conſumes more than its due Pro- 
portion of Time, and by foul running, which is not in ſuch Caſes eaſily avoided, 


4, 


7 Quality of the Spirits is greatly injured, —A moderate Charge, ſuch as Three 
Four 


s of the Contents of the Body of the Still, excluſive of the Head (this laſt 


bearing a Proportion of at leaſt One Fourth to the whole Content) appears to me 

to be the moſt 8 z and it is What is practiſed by the moſt intelligent 

And expert Diſtillers in t % Je TOO. Bs. 
I beg Liberty to avail myſelf of this Opportunity to recommend, in the ſtrongeſt 


is Corner, | 


and moſt earneſt Manner (ſhould the licenſing Syſtem be continued) that over 
all Scotland, all the Pipes or Tubes connected with the Still Heads, until the ſame 
Join the Worm, ſhould be ſubjected to Duty; this, more than any Thing elſe, 


will tend to place the Diſtillers on an equal Footing; until this is the Caſe, the 
Buſineſs will remain a Subject of mutual Jealouſy amongſt the Diſtillers, and of 
Diſtruſt and Uncertainty to thoſe who are entruſted with the charging of the 


Duty. I cannot conclude, without expreſſing to your Honours the great Obliga- 


tion II am under by the Aſſiſtance and Information afforded me in making the 
Experiments, by Mr. Thomſon, Diſtiller, and James M*Nair, lately Diſtilſer in 


Airdryz and it was the more gratifying, as I know them both to be Men of Abi- 


- Wa 3 


 lities in that Froſeſſion, and of the ſtricteſt Candour and Integrity. 

er ee Mloſt reſpectfully 3 5 
nota tio, at a ( NS 
. Glaſgow, 7th May Your moſt obedient ane 


1798, * | 1 5 very humble Servant, 7 k 
| . 5 . Carbet, 
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LLERY EXPERIMENTS, ordered by the BoARD or Excisx, HY” April 1798. 
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e Experiment was extracted od Barley v Te malted and 7%; raw, at 25 Rate of about Nine Gallons per r Bol 
d by Experience to be moſt favourable both or Fermentation and Diſtillation. 


ſtance was wrought clean off, 4 the Burnt 1. or Spent Liquor, totally diſcharged. 


t One Ounce of White Hard Sope was uſed for 5 5 Ten Gallons; and to each Charge of 1 Wines aboue Half 
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ed for each Twelve Gallons. The Proportion, of Sope P to be PR it is ſaid, drpends 0 on 
more than that which 1 is older. 
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\ .. . ANSWERS by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, to the Second. 
Set of Queſtions. tranſmitted from the Committee of the Houſe of 
Commons. on the Scotch Diſtillery, by their Order of 24th. Aprit, . 


HE Board of Exciſe in Scotland, agreeably to the Deſire of the Comimittee, 


1 
8. 
4 


Fo 
5 
2 
5 


ha ve taken into their Conſideration the Queſtions tranſmieted by order of 24m 5 


April 1798, and have likewiſe put Copies of them into the Hands of different 
Perſons of Skill and Experience, as well practical Diſtillers, as Gentlemen eminent 
for a ſcientific Knowledge of Chemiſtry, that from their Opinions the Board might 
be able to prepare proper Anſwers to be reported to the Committee. The Com- 


 miſſioners of Exciſe, however, have found, that upon many of the Points to which 


thefe Queſtions relate, the Facts are not ſo well aſcertained as to admit of their 


receiving a preciſe and determinate Anſwer, Perſons the beſt qualified to judge 


entertaining very different Opinions reſpecting them; upon theſe Points the Com- 
miſſioners could do no more than ſtate the different Opinions, leaving it to the 
Committee to decide which of them may be moſt conſonant to Trutiun. 


1. Can you ſay, from your Experience or Obſervation, whether Spirits 


- 


| tilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of Strength, 


are more unwholeſome if they have been diſtilled very rapidly, and with a 
very ſtrong Fire, than when a/tilled ou, and with a gentle Hh | 


in giving it as their Opinion, that Spirits diſtilled very rapidly, and with a ſtrong 


Heat, are more unwholeſome than Spirits diſtilled lowly, and with a gentle Heat; 


they ſeem: however to have given this Anſwer rather as the general Reſult of the 


Opinions formed in the Courſe of their Buſineſs, than as directly drawn from their 
on immediate Obſervation and Experience. Some other Diſtillers, and ſome 


Men of Science, who have been conſulted on the Subject, are of Opinion that 


the Degree of Unwholeſomeneſs in Spirits does not depend on the Rapidity of 


- Diſtillation, nay, that a rapid Diſtillation may have even the Advantage in this 
Reſpect, provided there is a ſufficient Supply of Water to condenſe the Steam im- 
mediately, without giving Time for any Part of it to work back into the Still, 
As the beſt Judges are therefore at Variance on this Paint, it is difficult to deter- 
mine which is right, unleſs it be concluded, from this very great Diverſity of 


Opinions, that mere Rapidity of Diftillation, if it affeAs the Wholeſomeneſs. of 


Spirits at all, does not do fo to any great Degree, otherwiſe the Circumſtance muſt 


have been frequently obſerved, and the Fact by this Time completely afcertained | 


from Experience. It is evident that the intenſe Heat neceſſary to produce rapid 
Diſtillation, muſt have a Tendency co occaſion a noxious Mixture of Verdigris 


ia the Spirits; ſome Diſtillers affirm that this is prevented by the. quick Conden- 


ſation of the Steam, where Water is plenty; whether that will remove the Danger 
ffectually, the Commiſſioners will not take upon them to determine. OO 


2.—If the Diſtillation is conducted fkilfully in other Reſpects, is it the 
Effect of a rapid, Diſtillation by a frong Heat to occaſion.a fiery Taſte, or 
peculiar and diſagrteable Flavour in the Spirits to a greater Degree, than 
__ _ when the Diſtillation is performed /ow!y, and with a. gentle Heat, 
Tue fame Difference: of Opinion prevails on this Point as an the Subject 


4 W. the 
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Some practical Diſtillers, to whom the Queries were communicated, concurred 
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the former Query. Some practical Diſtillers are poſitive that a fiery Taſte, and 
harſh diſagreeable Flavour are communicated to Spirits by a rapid Diſtillation; but 
other Diſtillers, as well as medical Gentlemen and Chymiſts, are equally clear that 
ſuch Taſte and Flavour, when they exiſt, do not depend on the Rapidity of Diſ- 
tillation, but on the Mode of conducting the Fermentation, and drying of the 
Malt. When Stills of the old Conſtruction were uſed, rapid Diſtillation could 
hardly fail to produce a burnt Taſte and diſagreeable Flavour in Spirits, the Stills 
being ſo apt, in technical Language, to run foul ; but with Stills of the Form now 
uſed in Scotland, this is guarded againſt by the large Pipes which run between the 
Head and the Worm; how far theſe ſerve as an effectual Preſervative, it would 
appear, from the different Opinions received by the Commilſioners of Excile, is 
not yet fully aſcertained. | a Tr 


3. What is ſuch fiery and diſagreeable Flavour in Spirits occaſioned by? 
Does it ariſe from a Combination of eſſential Oil or other offenſive Mat- 
© ters coming over with the Spirits, or from any other, and what Cauſe ? 


It ſeems to be agreed that the fiery Taſte and diſagreeable Flavour in Spirits is 
occaſioned by the eſſential or empyreumatic Oils which come over the Still along 
with the Spirits. The effential Oils, it is obſerved, are extricated from the Ma- 
_ terials during Fermentation, and a peculiar one ariſes from the Yeſt. The em- 
pyreumatic Oils are communicated to the Malt by the Vapour of the Fuel with 
which it is dried. A putri4 Effluvia may be occaſioned by mouldy vr rotten 
Grain, or by putrid Veſt; all theſe, when exiſting in the Waſh, will rife and come 
over the Still along with the Spirit. It is afferted by ſome Chemiſts, that they 


Mill thus come over whether the Diſtillation be flow or rapid, and as much in the 


former as in the latter; but the practical Diſtillers do not agree on this Point, 


. © 4-—Are you acquainted with the Proceſſes or Ingredients ſaid to be 
employed by ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminiſh ſuch unpalatable Fla- 
voor, or to communicate ſome favourite Taſte? If you are, do you know 
in what Manner thoſe Ingredients or Proceſſes operate in producing thoſe 
Effects? Does the Uſe of them, or of any and which of them, in the 

nmneceſſary Quantity or Degree, render the Spirit leſs wholeſome ? If it does, 
do you know of any ready and eaſy Method of Detection, when they have 


been employed ? 


Several Proceſſes may be, and ſometimes are uſed for the Purpoſes men- 
tioned in the Query, To remove or diminiſh the unpalatable Flavours, Al- 
_ kaline Salts are ſometimes mixed with. the Waſh ; they in ſome Meaſure retain 
the Oils, and prevent their riſing with the Spirits, An Addition of aromatic 
Drugs, ſuch as Anniſe Seeds, Caſſia Buds, Angelica, Gentian, &c. may be uſed with 
Effect to cover the diſagreeable Taſte, and render it in ſome Meaſure impercepti- 
ble. None of theſe Additions, either of Salt or Aromatics, it is expreſly affirmed, 
render the Spirits more unwholeſome. The beſt Method, however, of preventing 

ſuch unpalatable Flavours is to moderate the Fermentation, to avoid the Uſe of 

too much or too ſtrong Yeſt, and above all to pay Attention to the proper Con- 
centration of the Wort. | | 


So ; | | Can you ſay, from your Experience and Ohr vation, whether -a 
__ * Spirit of che ſame Strength, and diſtilled from the ſame Materials, is 4 


umobolgſome when the Wort and Waſh made from ſuch Materials is weak 
nnd diluted by the Uſe of a great Proportion of Water in forming the Wort, 


* 
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0 br 'Progorono of Water ud in che Formation of the Wort x being m mu bn 
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a1 the Perſons Late! "FAR en agree, "Kit Spirits diſtilled 12 Wall 
of a moderate Degree of Weakneſs are purer, cleaner, and more palatable, than 
Spirits diſtilled from ſtrong and concentrated Waſh. The Harſhneſs and inferior 


Quality of the latter is owing to the greater Difficulty of Fermentation in ſtrong 
Waſh, which rendering a greater 155 ntity of Veſt neceſſary, more of the eſſential 
the Spirits, From the be c Cleanneſs and 


Oll is generated, which mixes with 
Purity of the Spirit diſtilled from wok. Waſh, it is ſuppoſed by ſeveral whoſe 


Opinions have been taken, that it muſt be leſs unwholeſome ; others, however, : 
maintain that the WAoklowenels or Unwholcſomeneis — 5 15 much che en in 


Einer e e | 
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of Materials, and a Waſh gf a þ ate is +: oy” a £ 06 8 19 7 15 A | 25 N 


Dittillation, or vice verſa ? 


Upon this Point the Opinions 3 are e "ome of the mol . 
practical . are decided that more Spirits X equal Strength will be pro- 


Hated b ow than by quick Diſtillation, from a given Quantity of Materials, and 
Walſh of a given Strength, and that the Superiority in Point of Strength ſometimes 


ſuppoſed to take place in Spirits rapidly diſtilled 1s only in Appearance, owing to 
their Mixture with the eſſential Oils and other Impurities, which render the Taſte 


ſtron ng + and harfh, and make the Spirits ſtand the Glaſs' Proof better, though really 


of infe 


ene the Cement * one no ghd Anſwer c can * A 


3 x * 


| 7. — Can more Spirits, ts wr” be 3 fol a FORD Quanticy 
of Materials, by making the Wort 4/uted and et. than by, Wen i it 
ſtrong and concentrated, or vice verſa ? 


All the Opinions received by the Commiſſioners concur, 1 as + rg Wort i is 


not ſo eaſily attenuated as weaker, and as the Quantity of Spirits is always pro - 


portional to the Degree of Attenuation produced by the Proceſs of Fermentation, 


more Spirits therefore equally ſtrong, will be extracted from the ſame: Quantity of 


Materials when the Wort is diluted and made e welk, than when! it is 
made W and concentrated. 


8 —Can you Ty Fea wharh is the KI Quantity of fSpiris ® which © can be 


obtained from a given Weight of ſound healthy Grain? 


11 is impoſlible to give a ſpecific Anſwer to this Query. The Quantity of Spirits 


obtained from a given Weight of Grain varies not only with the Skill of every 


Diſtiller, but likewiſe with the Quality of the Grain itſelf. An experieneed Diſtil- 
ler averred that the Difference in this Reſpect was very great between Crop 1796 and 


Crop 1797, and that 100 lbs. Weight of ſound healthy Grain of the former Crop 


would yield conſiderably more Spirits than the ſame Weight of equally ſound and 
1 Omis of the latter Ließ he ande the Difference to e che the 
ca 15 


rior Strength. Other Diſtillers, and ſome experienced Chemilts, on the other 
Hand think, that the Quantity of the Spirit produced depends not on the Mode of 
Liſtillation, but on the brewing and fermenting the Worts and Waſh ; and that the 
Advantage, if any, is rather on the Side of rapid Diſtillation. To this 8 
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Weather, there having been tos little Sun in the latter Seaſan to mature properly 
the ſaccharine Juices of the Plant, by which Means, though the Grain was un- 


5 doubtedly ſound, good, and ripe, yet it would not yield ſuch a Quantity of ſerment- 


able Matter, as it would have done had the Seaſon been more favourable. The An- 
ſwer to this Queſtion muſt therefore be very uncertain. From the Opinions given 
different Perſons, the Commiſſioners of Exciſe incline to think that a Boll of 
rley, which varies in Weight from 288 to 320 lbs. Weight Avoirdupois, ſhould 
enerally produce 10 Gallons of Spirits, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, if 
* different Proceſſes of malting, brewing, fermenting, and diſtilling are judici- 
_ ouſly and carefully performed: But this is by no Means ſtated here as a conſtant 
Pear on the contrary, the Variations in this Point are numerous and con- 


8 22 
. , 


9.—If all the farinaceous, ſaccharire, or fermentable Part of the Grain 


or other Materials could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains or 


Niefaduum be of any Value as Food for Animals? And is not the nutritious 
Quality of ſuch Reſiduum entirely or very much in proportion to the 

Quantity of ſuch farinaceous or ſaccharine Matter, which ſtill remains in 

tte Grains or Reſiduum after the Waſh is dra wn off? 


It is univerſally agreed, that the nutritious Quality of the Grains depends en- 
tirely on the farinaceous and ſaccharine Matter adhering to or leſt in them; ſo 
that were it poſſible to extract this Matter wholly, the Reſiduum would be of little 
or no Value as Food for Animals. But it is hkewiſe certain, that it is hardly 
ofſible, by any known: Proceſs, wholly to extract this farinaceous and ſaccharine 
Matter, and that after the beſt conducted and moſt complete Fermentation, 
Abundance' of nutritious Particles will always remain in the Grains. 13 


10.— What are the Advantages or Diſadvantages in the Quality and 
Quantity of Spirits, and in Quickneſs of Operation, from uſing Malt 
alone, or any Proportion of Kaw Grain mixed with Malt, to form the 
When Malt alone is uſed, the Fermentation of the Wort is more eaſily excited 
than when the Wort is made from Raw Grain alone; a due Mixture therefore is 
preferable; One Fourth Part of Raw Grain to Three Fourths of Malt being reckon- 
ed by experienced Diſtillers the beſt Proportion for producing the greateſt Quan- 
tity of good Spirits. As Grain in the Proceſs of maltipg loſes a Part of its ſaccha- 
rine Matter, it therefore yields leſs Spirit when previouſly malted than when uſed 
raw; but the fermentable Matter is more caſily extracted from malted than from 
Raw Grain ; and Waſh made from Malt alone can be diſtilled more quickly than 
Waſh made either from Raw Grain, or from a Mixture of Raw Grain and Malt. 
Spirits made from a large Proportion of Raw Grain are ſaid to be more harſh and 
unpalatable than Spirits from Malt only ; but in Point of Wholeſomeneſs the two 
Kinds are nearly on a Footing. F Dont of WPTE 1s ol oy 


 11,—Can a Wort and Waſh be formed, and a Spirit diſtilled from Row 
Fein alone, without any Mixture of Malt? : N 
... Undoubtedly a Wort and Waſh can be formed, and a Spirit diſtilled from Raw 
Grain alone, without any Mixture of Malt; bur this Spirit would be ſo harſh and 
dlagreeable that it would be of no Value, and altogether unſaleable, 
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12.—lt I been ſtated, that ſome of the. Manufacturers of Elia! in Hol- 
2 ferment their Vaſb on the Grain, without ſeparating them; and that 


1 11 the Fermentation they put the mixed Maſs of MWaſb and Grains into 


the Still together. Have you any Knowledge of this ee and can 


you ſtate the Advantages or Diſadvantages attending it ? 


Suck a Practice certainly does exiſt in Holland; and Dr. Rothbram ates ahh 
he has himſelf ſeen it on the Continent. A larger Quantity of Spirits is thus 
obtained than by the Separation of the Wort from the Grain, but the Spirit ſo 


produced is apt to contract a bad Taſte, by the groſſer Parts precipitating, reſting 
on the Bottom of the Still, and communicating to the Contents a burnt and diſ- 


agreeable Flavour, The Dutch Diſtillers diſguiſe or overcome this bad Taſte; by 
the Addition of Juniper, or ſome other Aromatic, in the ſubſequent Rectification, 


This Practice was tried in Seotland ſome Years. ago at One or Two Diſtilleries, 


but! it hure dhe ene of me 1 ſo 1 855 a it was FE ſoon SINUS... 


TI oy you Ae what Form ot cee of Seil, 2550 Sons 


Capacity, and Conſtruction of Fire- place, will require the teaft, and what 
the grea/eft Space of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in proportion to 


the Quantity of Waſh or Low Wines put into it; all other Circumſtances, 


as Quality of Materials, Strength of Wajh, Fuel, Degree of Heat, * N 
in both Caſes equal, and the moſt favourable to quick Diſtillation ? 


To this Queſtion the Commiſſioners of Exciſe have not been able to obtiin 
any explicit Anſwer; all that can be ſaid in regard to it is, that as the Rapidity 
of Diſtillation will always be proportional to the Rapidity with which the Heat 
can be thrown into and circulated through the Liquor in the Still, that Form of A 
Still and Fire- place which admits the Action of the Fire on the largeſt Surface, in 
proportion to the Still's Content, muſt require the leaſt Time to its Diſcharge, 
and an oppoſite Conſtruction will require the greateſt. - The Stills now uſed in 
Scotland are all very flat in proportion to their De and their Bottoms concave 


to the Fire; this allows their being worked off with Rapidity, the Furnace being 


ſo conſtructed that the Fire has Acceſs to every Part of the Bottom; in propor- 


tion as a different Form is uſed, by do. the relative Surface of the Bottom, 


or not allowing the Fire to act directly upon the Whole of it, the Ti ime n 
to the Mn of the Still muſt be proportionally increaſed, 


Neon you foggeſt any. profliceble Check to prevent a 00 rapid Digit 5 


e except by conſining the Diſtiller to the Uſe of ſuch a Still in Form 
and Capacity, and ſuch a Fire- place alſo in Form, Capacity, and Conſtruc- 
tion, as ſhall be found to be leaſt favourable to ſuch rapid Diſtillation? 


The only Method which has been ſuggeſted ſor preventing a too rapid Diſtilla- 


tion (other than the Limitation of the Form and Conſtruction of the Still ane 
Furnace) is the Regulation of the Dimenſions and Shape of /he Morm. To con- 
fine Diſtillers to the Uſe of Worms of a certain Diameter, much ſmaller than thoſe 


commonly uſed at preſent in Scotland, would, it is believed, be a practicable and 
effectual Check to rapid Diſtillation. The Commiſſioners of Exciſe think it 
Proper to repeat here à Suggeſtion formerly thrown out by them to the Com- 
mitcee, that ſubjecting the Worm to the ſame Duty with the Still would probably 


have a great Effect in preventing too much Rapidity in working. The Width ol 


the Worm contributes much to the Celerity of working ; the Impoſition of a Duty 


in 8 regs to the Content of this Utenſil would probably compel the Diſtiller 


to make a conſiderahle Reduction in its Diameter, and that Reduction would 
heceſſarily occaſion a ſlower and more gradual Diſtillation. 


3 7 156.— Can 


muſt be 
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|  15,—Can you aſcertain the Difference in the Time neceſſary to diſ- 
charge a Still of the Form and Capacity, and uſed with a Fire- place 
Alſo of the Form, Conſtruction, and Capacity leaſt favourable to rapid Diſ- 
tillation; and that neceſſary to diſcharge a Still of the ſame Capacity, but 
of the Form moſt favourable to rapid Diſtillation, and uſed with a Fire- 
place of the Capacity, Form, and Conſtruction moſt favourable to rapid 
; iſtillation; the Quaatity, Quality, and Strength of the Charge and of the 
Fuel being che ſame in both Caſes? UE Ld Er gg Lea, 
It does not appear to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, that a preciſe Anſwer 
can be given to this Queſtion. None of the Perſons conſulted by them have 
ſaid, or probably can ſay with Exactneſs, what Time is neceſſary to diſcharge 
a Still conſtrued in the Marmer moſt unfavourable to quick working. One Diſ- 
tiller indeed has given it as his Opinion, that the Difference of Time requiſite for 
working off the Two Species of Stills deſcribed in the Query, could not be leſs 
than One Hour and a Half for each Operation; but in this Anſwer he appears to 
have had in View thoſe Forms of Stills and Furnaces only which have been ac- 
tually in Uſe at different Times. How much longer Time might be neceſſary, 
were a Still expreſsly contrived of a Conſtruction the moſt unfavourable for expe- 
ditious 3 it ſeems impoſſible to tell, without inſtituting Experiments for 
che Purpoſe of diſcovering it. 1 3 | 


s 


'+ . - 16,—It has been ſuggeſted that the Proceſs of Diſtillation may be 
greatly accelerated by uſing the Air Pump to exhauſt the atmoſpheric 
Air, which remains in the Still after it is charged ; can you give the Com- 
mittee any Information on this Subject, or ſtate, with any Degree of Ac- 
curacy, to what Extent ſuch a Practice would, cæteris paribus, accelerate 

' Diſtillation, and whether ic would have any Effect in improving the Qua- 

5 ORR. CSR ). 

None of the practical Diſtillers ever heard of ſuch a Mode of accelerating Diſ- 
tillation, and Perſons of the greateſt ſcientific Skill are clearly of Opinion, that 
even if uſed it could have no Effect, and that the Still would not begin to run 
ſooner than if no ſuch Vacuum had been made. The ſame Quantity of Fire 
would ſtill be neceſſary for the Diſcharge of the Still, and the Quality of the Spi- 

Tit would not be affected by it either one Way or other. 7 Fa 


17. Do you know of any Ingredient or Proceſs, the Uſe of which can 
de diſguiſed, which will prevent the Hydrometer from aſcertaining the 
Strength of the Spirit? And if you do, can you ſuggeſt any eaſy and ready 

| Method of Detection? 1285 9 85 | 


Ingredients and Proceſſes certainly may be uſed, which will prevent the Hydro- 
meter from aſcertaining the Strength of Spirits. Vitriolic Acid mixed with Spi- 
rits will make them appear much weaker than they really are, and the Mixture 
be want e to the Eye. Vitriolic Ether, it is ſaid, may give Spirits the Ap- 
pearance of a greater Strength than they actually poſſeſs. A ſimple Mixture of 
Sugar, it is averred, will greatly confound the Uſe of the Hydrometer. But all 
of theſe Ingredients may be detected by the proper chemical Teſts; though it 
„that the Application of theſe Teſts does ſometimes require conſi- 
derable Attention and Accuracy, ſo as they may be employed with Effect for the 
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* *  18.—I1s the preſent Mode of aſcertaining che Strength of Sp irits by the 5 
 Hyarometer employed by the Officers of Exciſe for that Purpoſe, fukriently cer- 
- tain and accurate? Or do you know of any other Mode more accurate 
and certain? And if you do, ſtate the Reaſons which occur to you "or or 
againſt the Subſtitution of ſuch Mode for that now in Uſe? 


| Clarke s Hydrometer, the only one now authorized by Law to 8 ufed by the 
Officers of Exciſe, is generally. reckoned. tolerably accurate for aſcertaining 
the Strength of Spirits in common Practice. It is far, however, from being the 
beſt Hydrometer, and is univerſally allowed, to be inferior in Exactneſs to thoſe 
of Dicas or Quin. By the late Experiments of Sir Charles Blagden and Mr. 
Gilpin, it would ſeem that the Hydrometer altogether i is not the beſt or moſt ac- 
curate Inſtrument for trying the Strength of Spirits. The Spirit Balance, con- 
ſtructed by Mr. Miller of Edinburgh, one of which the Commiſſioners of Exciſe 
ſent to the Committee with a full Deſcription by the Maker himſelf of the Mode 
of uſing it, appears in every Point of View a preferable Inſtrument. It is exi- 
dently much more accurate, being conſtructed on the Principles aſcertained as the 


beſt by the Two Gentlemen above-mentioned, viz. the ſpecific Gravity of different 


Spirits, and it is adjuſted to the very accurate Tables given in their Report to the 

Royal Society on that Subject. The Spirit Balance ſeems likewiſe to have the 
Advantage of being ſufficiently ſimple and eaſy in the Uſe, ſo that with a very 
little Practice an Officer of Exciſe can be at no Loſs how to apply it. For a full 
and accurate Account of its Nature and Advantages, the Commiſſioners of Exciſe 
beg Leave to refer the Committee to the "ow of Deſcription wh AIR: 
nied the Inſtrument. | 


FT bs e Anſwers are as ; full "ail Re as the Commilltiopers of Exciſe 

in Scotland have been able to obtain to the Second Set of 8 apes tranſmitted 

to them from the Committee on the Scotch Diſtillery. Moſt of the Subjects 
therein mentioned, it will be obſerved, refer to Matters which do not fall «a 
the immediate Notice of the Commiſſioners or Officers of the Revenue, and of 
which they therefore could have no direct Means of Information, but by taking 
the Opinion of Perſons moſt converſant with the particular Points to be inveſti- 
"gated, Such Opinions and Information the Commiſſioners have anxiouſly en- 
eavoured to procure ;- the Reſult is rein 5 e for ny e agn4 inf 
the Committee. 


80 June 1798. 
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ANSWERS to > the QUESTIONS © of the Connie on the 
Scotch Diſtillery, 


* Dr. | J onn RoTHER au, Profeſſor of Nacural Philoophy at e St, Andrew "FT 


1,—Can you tay, from your Pupariaice or OWN; i Spirits, 
diſtilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of Strength, are 
more unwholeſome if they have been diſtilled very rapidly, 5 wl 4 my 
- ſtrong Fire, than n diſtilled /oroly and with a 7 Heat? | 


ALL diſtilled Spirits when taken to Exceſs are unwholeſome; 4 the Date 
of — — does not ot depend on the Ry of Diſtilation. e : 
35,9 | | . b 1 | 2,1 
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. [f the Diſtillation is conducted ſkilfully in other | Reſpedts, is it the 
1 of a 7apid Diſtillation by a Frong Heat to occaſion a fery Taſte, or 
peculiar and d ſagreeable Flavour in he Spirits, to a greater * than 
hen the Diſtillation is performed fowly and with a gentle flat: 


The fery Tafte, or peculiar diſagreeable Flavour, does not depend on the Rapi- 
dit ity of the Diſtillation, but on the Mode of conducting the een com 
! of the Malt. | "Compare this with the WLowing raed KT” 93 af: 
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ns "3-—Whati is ſuch Fi iery and diſagreeable Flavour in Spirits Oey 197 ? 
Does itariſe from a Combination of eſſential Oil, or other offenſive Matters 
coming over with the Spirits, or from any other and what Cauſe? 


"The fiery Taſte and diſagteeable Flavour of Spirits, is occaſioned by the e | 
tial or empyteumatical Oils, or by the putrid Effluvia which come over the Still 
along with the Spirits. The eſſential Oils are extricated from the Materials dur- 
ing Fermentation, and a peculiar one is extricated from the Veſt, eſpecially from 
24. Veſt; and the greater the Quantity of Veſt is, the greater Abundance of 
this Oil will be extricared, and conſequently the Spirit will be more harſh and 
diſagreeable. The empyreumatic Oils are communicated to the Malt, by the 


Smoke or Vapour of the Fuel with which the Malt or Grain is dried. The pu- 


trid Effluvia are communicated by mouldy or rotten Grain, or by putrid Yeſt, 


All theſe ariſe and come over the Still, whether the Diſtillation be rapid o or Ae $ 


1 ard will come over in flow as my as in a rapid e 


4. Arte you acquainted: with the J ngredients, or Proceſſes, aid to ho em- 
- ployed by ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminiſh ſuch unpalatable F lavour, 
or to 8 ſome favourite Taſte ? If you are, do you know in what 
18 thoſe Ingredients, or Proceſſes, operate in producing thoſe Effects? 
Does the Uſe of them, or of any and which of them, in the neceſſary Quan- 
tity or Degree, render the Spirits /e/s wholeſome? If it does, do you know any 
ready and eaſy Method of Detection when they have been employed ? 


5h Scherl Proceſſes are uſed ſor removing, diminiſhing, or preventing the vnpa- 
Hhtable Flavours, 
Oils in ſome Meaſure, The Addition of ſome aromatic Drug, as Anniſeed, Caſ- 


Alkaline Salts are mixed with the Waſh, which retain the 


ſiabuds, Angelica, Gentian, &c. are vſed for covering the Flavour. None of theſe 
Additions, either of Salts or Aromatics, render the Spirits more unwholeſome. 
The moderating the, Fermentation, and the avoiding to uſe too much and too 
ſtrong Yeſt, is the beſt Method of preventing ſuch unpalatable Flavour ; but 
above all due — muſt be mn to the a bac 01 the Wort. 


n 


5 Can you ar from your . and ca Sts a Spirit 
of the ſame Strengrh, and 2 Rjiled trom-the ſame Materials, is lejs umwhele- 
2 when the Wort and Waſh made from ſuch Materials is weak, and 
Alluled by the Uſe of a great Proportion of Water in forming the Wort, 
than when ſuch Wort and Waſh are made fronger and more concentrated, by 
* nenne of Water uſed in the Formation of the Wort wg much 
e 


— the Wort is ad ieee a greater 3 of Yeſt i is required 
for bringing on the Fermentation, and hence 8 greater Quantity of eſſential Oi), 
conſequently a greater Degree of Unpalatableneſs will be imparted to the 


; Spirits: But * Wholeſomencls or Unytliolclomeneſs will be much the ſame. 


e 
IRE. * 


en 
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6 —Can more. Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given 8 
1 Materials, and a Waſh of a Gren e ad a Jow than = a | quick by 
- Diſtillation, or vice ver/s ? 8 
Vo; the Quantity of the Spit tun FP abs not on the Node of Didil- . 
wn, og on the N 125 e che Woru ax men „ ö 


a 7 more I. equally Keds be 8 080 a Fiete vantity 
of Materials, by making the Wort diluted and weak, . than” by ms "_ t 
Arong and concentrated, or vice verſa ? | 


More Spirits may be produced from the ſame Quantity of Grain, TY the 
Wort and Waſh is conſiderably diluted, than when it is ſtrong, becauſe the ſtrong 
Wort is not fo eaſily attenuated as is a weaker Wort; and it is well known, that 
the Quantity of Spirits is always Proportional to the Degree of Attenuation N 
meu by the Proceſs 9 F ermentation. 1 


_ EP you ſtate has; is \the 1 Quant of of S pirits which e can be | 
obtained from a given Weight of ſound healthy Grain es 


When the Proceſs of brewing, fermenting, and diſtilling, are Aeg per- 
formed, a Boll of good Barley will, when made pac is into grant 1 about 
8 Eleven © or T welve e of Glaſs e coping 1 . | 


—_— all the 3 W or cats Pare of ibs TM 
or other Materials, could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains 
or Reſiduum be of any Value as Food for Animals; ; and is not the 
nutritious Quality of ſuch Re/iduum entirely, or very much, in proportion 
to the Quantity of ſuch farinaceous or faccharine Matter, which ſtill remains 
in the Grains or Ręſiduum, after the Waſh is drawn off ? - 


| 'T be nutritious Quality of the Grains depends entirely on the farinaceous 11 „ 
ſacchatine Matter adhering to or left in them, and which it is ſcarcely poſſible „ 
wholly to extract. The Refi duum left in the Waſh Still, after the Low Wines are i 
drawn off, contains ſuch nutritious Matter, and is much uſed in feeding Cattle, In 

ſome Caſes when the Reſduum is clear, the og People? in rer = 2 of 

Diktilleries uſe 1 it in n place of 92 8 75 850 5 


- 10.—What are the Advantages or b in the Quality and 
Quantity of Spirits, and in Quickneſs of Operation, from uſing Malt alone, 
or any Proportion of Raw Grain mines with 8 85 Pp form the Were and 
Waſh „ 


By uſing Malt alone the Se of 45 Won is more als to oF excited, 
while the Wort made from Raw Grain alone is more difficult to be excited to 
Fermentation; a due Mixture therefore tends to moderate the Fermentation. 
| Beſides the Malt, by the Proceſs of malting, loſes a Part of the ſaccharine Matter 
contained in the Raw Grain, and hence will not yield fo much Spirit as the Raw 
Grain; but the fermentable Matter is eaſier extracted from Malt than from Raw 
Grain. Again, when Raw Grain alone is uſed, it concretes into Cakes in the Maſn 
Tub, fo that the fermentable Matter is not ſo caſily extracted. Hence a greater 
_ Quantity of fermentable Matter can be extracted from a certain Quantity of Grain, if 
Part of it be uſed raw and Part malted, and the Proportions of Malt and Raw Grain, 
which yield the greateſt Quantity of Spirit, are well known to the Diſtillers. Hence 
. Alſo. 2 | Mixture of Raw-Grain A My is preferable, y when the Object of the 


"Sf 


3F 1 Manufacturer 
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Marufifturer | is to produce the greateſt Quantity of Spirits. As to the Quality | 
of the Spirits produced in theſe Two Ways, that from Raw Grain is more harſh; 


but they are nearly the ſame in Point of Whole ſomeneſs. Laſtly, as to the Quick- 
neſs of diſtilling the Waſhes made in theſe Two Ways, there can be no Doubt 
that the Malt Waſh will be quicker diſtilled than the Waſh from the Mixture, 
becauſe there being leſs ſaccharine Matter in the Malt Waſh than in the other, 
this laſt will require a greater Dilution by Water to bring | it to the ſame Degree 


of Concentration, and conſequently muſt N more Time to diſtil. 


11. Can a Wort and Waſh be formed, and a spirit diſtilled, from Raw 
| Grain alone, without any Mixture of Malt: 5 


Yes; a Wort and Waſh can be formed, and a Spirit diſtilled from Raw 
Grain alone, without any Mixture of Malt. 


I 3 has been flared, that ſome of the ture of Gin i in Holland 


ferment their Yaſh on the Grain, without ſeparating them; and that, after 
the Fermentation, they put the mixed Maſs of Walh and Grains into the 
Still together; have you any Knowledge of this Practice, and can you 


| ſtate the Advantages or Diſadvantages attending it? 


Such a Practice I have ſeen followed on the Continent. The Raw Spirit thine 


obtained have a peculiar Flavour in conſequence of the peculiar eſſential Oil in the 
rticular Raw Grain that is uſed; but then this peculiar Flavour is diſguiſed or 


overcome by the Addition of Juniper, or ſome other Aromatic, in the ſubſequent 


Rectification; and Diſtillers in thoſe Countries find by Experience that they 
have à larger Produce of Spirit in _ YAY than 10 ſeparating the Wort from the 


Grain. 


3 3-—Can you 1 ahi Form and Ca apacity of Still, and Form, 
Capachy, and Conſtruction of Fire- 2 will require the leaf, and what 
the greateſt Space of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in proportion to 

the Quantity of Waſh, or Low Wines, put into it; all other Circum- 

ſtances, as Quality of Materials, Strength of Waſp, Fuel, Degree of Heat, &c. 
being in both Caſes equal, and the moſt favourable to quick Diſtillation? 


14.—-Can you ſuggeſt any practicable Check to prevent a 100 rapid Difil- 
lation, except by confining the Diſtiller to the Uſe of ſuch a Still in Form and 
Capacity, and ſuch a Fire- place alſo in Form, Capacity, and Conſtruction, 


as ſhall be found to be lealt favourable to ſuch rapid Diſtillation? * 


15, Can you aſcertain the Difference in the Time neceſſary to diſ- 
charge a Still of the Form and Capacity, and uſed with a Fire- place alſo 
of the Form, Conſiruction, and Capacity, leaſt favourable to rapid Diſ- 
tillation, and that neceſſary to diſcharge a Still of the ſame Geely, 
but of the Form moſt favourable to rapid Diſtillation, and uſed with a 
Fire-place of the Capacity, Form, and Conſtruction moſt favourable to 

rapid Diſtillation ; the Quantity, Quality, and Strength of ihe WK and 
the Fuel, being the ſame in both Caſes ? 


"The Rapid of the Diſtillation will always be proportional to > the Rapidity with 
which the Heat is thrown into the Still. Diſtillers will, in general, adopt ſuch Forms 
_ of Stills and Fire places as by Experience they find to be beſt; and the Form 

of the Fire-place muſt vary according to the Nature of the F. vo, whether 1 it 2 


; Wood, Peat, Fat Coal, OT Coal, 888 Coke, &c. hy 8 
n t 


— 
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. 12 1.86.“ has been ſuggeſted, that! the Proceſs. of DiGillation: may be 
e accelerated by uſing the Air Pump, to exhauſt the atmoſpheric 
Air which remains in the Still after it is charged; can you give the Com- 
mittee any Information on this Subject, or ſtate, with any Degree of Accu- 
tacy, to what Extent ſuch a Practice would, cæteris paribus, accelerate 
Diſtillation, and whether it would nan . rey in eee n mw” 
_by of the Spirits, or vice verſa? 


Such a Practice cannot accelerate Difillation, berköft hs Stil will t not en 
to run ſooner than if no ſuch Vacuum had been made, and the fame Quantity of” 
Fire will be neceſſary to the Diſcharge of the Still, ſo that no Advantage can reſult = 
from ſuch a e nor can ſuch a Practice at all affect the FTE or the 
Spirit. e 5 


*% 


e : . — 7 
» s $54 
* ; -* * 1 


17 1. you know.of any 1 ngredient, « or 3 the Uſe of which can 
be cuil, which will prevent the Hydrometer from aſcertaining the 
Strength of the Spirit; and if you Wa can mou ungen 1 N and l 
Method of Detection? 


Several Proceſſes are uſed for preventing the Myorbeheter em Mecrrainingth . 
Strength of the 1 all thoſe. Which 1 know can rc; be res ome wh cnemical 


35 13,—1s the AE EY Mode. 5 aſcertaining the Strength of Spirits by 
tbe Hydrometer eh by the Off cers of Exciſe for that Purpoſe, ſufficien = 
certain and accurate; or do you know of any other Mode more accurate 


and certain; and if you do, ſtate the Reaſons which occur to you. for or 
againſt the Subſtitution of ſuch Mode for that now in Uſe? | | 


2 T he preſent Mode of aſcertaining the Strength of Spirits by the eee 
employed by the Officers of Exciſe for that Purpoſe is not accurate. All that 


T can ſuggeſt on this Subject my be ſcen 1 in Wahn e FEY __ 
the Article Spirits. 5 


v. PE LY 
Fri 3 1 FIT gb. 


Account 125 Mr. J OHN MILLER of Edinburgh, Ripping 1 
1 Spirit Balance. 5 


THE Inducement pi I had to make 2 new Eure which Sond perk 
Hydrometers was, on Account of the Uncertainty of them returning to the ſame 
| Diviſion on the Stem when they received any Agitation, occaſioned by a Viſcidity 
collecting upon the Surface of the Ball, which renders the Motion of it very flug- 

giſh in Fluids, 

And upon peruſing Sir John Blagden's Report, in the Philoſophical Tranſac- 
1 1792, 1 was till more te hs op by the Opinion of luch an able Philo- 
-ſopher, , 

In conſequence of an "Azolicarion from Stool to Sir Joby h Bale, 
Bart. and Preſident of the Royal Society, ſor the beſt Manner of ee the — 
N nul dec of Duty to be 988 by any Kind of Spiritucus Liquor that ſhould . 


Come 


1 
| 
ö 
| 
2 
| 
= 
4 
| 


# 8 
* 


come before the Officers of Exciſe, I was requeſted by that 8 to aft ; in 
planning che proper ee ee for this Purpoſes he concluc 
ot | 


2 50 but numbered into 10, 20, to 100, the Half of each Diviſion may calily: be 
eſtimated by the Eye, which is One per | 
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es with the following 


Te prevent Diſputes, 1 think it would be adviſable that Gove of the principal 
Exciſe Officers ſhould be provided with a good Pair of Scales and a Weighing - 
Botele, the Quantity of whoſe Contents of diſtilled Water had been previouſly de- 


. termined by filling the Bottle up to the Mark with the Spirits in queſtion, the ſpe- 


cific Gravity of _ Spirit would, I think, be better a certained even under the 


3 Management of a common Operator, than by the moſt dexterous Uſe of the 
Hydrometer. 


After ſhewing ſuch reſpectable Authority for executing my Plan of 2 Spirit 


Balance, I decline making any Remarks upon the Superiority of it, as it is ſuffi- 
Ciently recommended by an eminent Philoſopher ; but in the Place of Weights I 


have uſed a Slider, moveable on a Beam, which renders the Operations more ex- 
peditious; and as Sir Charles made his Experiments at the Temperature of Sixty 
egrees of the Thermometer, I have introduced a Scale of Temperatures upon 


— End of the Beam, from Thirty to Eighty, to accommodate the Inſtrument 
to the different Situations that it may be uſed in; if for warmer n than ey, 
the Scale may. be extended to higher Degrees of Heat. 


And that the Diviſions on the Beam may be clearly underſtood, j it ill be ne- 


| ceſſary to remark, that Proof upon my Inſtrument does not agree with the Proof 


Spirits Mark, either on Clarke's, Dicas', or Quin's Hydrometers. I have preſumed 


to differ from them for this Reaſon, that they diſagree amongſt themſelves. 


A Gallon of Proof Spirits by Clarke's weighs 5 3,6 16 Grains, when the Ther- 


mometer is at 55 Degrees. 


The other Two come near one another, and weigh 53,934, Thermometer 55; 


nearly 14-per Cent. of Difference. 


The Spirit which I have adopted, and denominated Proof, weighs 58,484 Grains 


the Gallon, when the Thermometer is at 60; this is compounded of equal Quan- 
tities of a Standard Spirit, whoſe ſpecifie Gravity is 8,250, and diſtilled Water, a 


Gallon of the above Standard Spirit, weighs 48, 249 Grains, Thermometer 60, 

and is the ſame Weight with that made uſe of by Sir Charles Blagden in his Ex- 
riments. _ 

5 although the Inſtrument differs ſo widely from this Point, it nckiber affects 

the Accuracy nor Utility of it; for as Proof by Clarke's is Fourteen per Cent. 

ſtronger than mine, you have only to put the Slider back to Number Fourteen on 

the Beam, and as Dicas' and Quin's is Ten per Wan avove mine, you put the 


Slider 1 in this Caſe to the Diviſion Ten, 


' DESCRIPTION of the SPIRIT BALANCE. 


N Scale iſt, There are Two Rows of Diviſions on the upper Side of the Beam, 


the One has Proof engraved near the End, and is. divided into 100 backwards 


do the Word Spirit of Wine; this Row of Diviſions is for Spirits above Proof. 


Scale zd. The other Row of Diviſions has the Word Proof near the Centre, 


and is numbered into 10, 20, to 100 forwards, this is for Spirits below Proof, and 


s to Water, —In this caſe the ſquare Weight is laid upon the round one which 
fangs ar the End of the Beam. 


Although I have ſaid the Scales are divided into 100, they are 1 into 


Ge,, ĩͤ 
One Side of the Beam is marked Spirits per Cent. over Proof, and the other 


a the Word a " upper Row of 


Fi yore 
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 Vigures denotes the Quantity of the Standard Spirit, which is combined with pure 
Water, to produce 00 Meaſures of the Compound, viz. in all Spirits above my 


Proof there are more than Fifty Gallons of the Standard Spirit, and leſs than Fifty 
of Water, for when the Cone is filled with a Spirit, and hun — the Beam, and if 
Spirits over Proof 


the Edge of the Slider points at 60, on 8158 Side mark 
vhen the Beam is in Equilibrio, this ſnews there are Sixty Meaſures of the Eqs 
Spirit and Forty of the Water in One Hundred, and on the Scale on the uppe 


Side the Slider will be Twenty per Cent. above Proof. —The Word Confia&ton 5 


ſnews the Concentration or Diminutien chat takes Place by” mixing Spirits and 
Water in a 100 Meaſures. 
The Manner of uſing the Beam. Lit it up by viking hold of the Center and 


End which the round ee hangs at, until the Frame Winch uppen the Beam 


is perpendicular. 


Try the Temperature of the Spirit by the T hermomete, and ſet the Edge of the 


little Slider to the ſame Degree. 
Fill the Cone with the Spirits to be Eid; bes Means of A Fonneli in che Box EY 
in the Stopple; the ſuperfluous Fluid will come out at the little Hole in it, which 


muſt be wiped off, and the Cone muſt alſo be freed from Spirits on the Outſide of 


it. If a little Expanſion takes Place during this Operation the Spirit will not flow 


over, but lie in the Hollow of the Stopple; then hang it to the End of the Beam 


which comes without the Box, ſet the Slider to the Diviſion Proof near the End; 


if the Beam is in Equilibrio the Spirits are Proof, but if the Spirit of Wine Weight 
preponderate they are above Proof; in this Caſe move the Slider backwards until ” 


it is balanced, and whatever Diviſionat points at are per Cents, above. 


But if the Cone preponderates, lay the ſquare Weight upon the round ORR 
and proceed as formerly. In this Caſe the Scale that has Proof near the Sauter, and : 


Water near the End, muſt be uſed. 


Without paying any Regard to Proofs of any Defſoription, the Scales on the Sides 
ew the real Quantities of the Standard Spirit which 1 is "neal | in a Hundred 


Meaſures of any Compound. 
The Cone is exactly the One Hunditdth Part of a Gallon, and the FR TORE, may 
Pet tried eaſily, if you ſuppoſe it has received an Injury that would leſſen the C 


city of. it, by putting it in a Scale Beam, and counter- balancing it, then fill it with 
Tard Water, which Water muſt weigh 584 Grains Thermometer, 60 Degrees and 
Nee of a Grain; the Glaſs pee ane , e 155 — if che Cone be filled, | 


and free of Air Bubbles. 


N. B. If the Maker n receives any Ge tar the „ he hall | 
be glad to know the Gravity of the Spirit that is adopted for Prook, 1 


n he N make che hat or flow from that Teint. 


Joby Miller, 
fo en, 


* *Y 
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"ANSWERS to certain Queſtions ſubmitted to JOHN BONAR, Fſquire, | 
„„ Sglicitor to the Board of Exciſe in Scotland, = 
5 Reſpecting the Scotch Diſtillery, 


| TH E 1ſt; 2d, 3d, and 4th Queſtions having been officially, and very fully 
: anſwered by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, I beg Leave to refer 
to their Anſwers; and have only to add to them, that by the Statute 26 Geo. III. 
cap. 73. ſet, 1. an additional Duty of One Penny per - Gallon was impoſed 
on the Waſh in England, making in all Six Pence per Gallon on the Waſh; or 
Two Shillings and Six Pence on the Gallon of Spirits One to Ten over Proof, 
which was the Rate of Duty that exiſted at the gth of July 1786, when the li- 
cenſed Diſtillery Syſtem commenced in the Lowlands of Scotland at One Pound 
Ten Shillings per Gallon on the Capacity or Content of the Still, and an equalizing 
Duty of Iwo Shillings was then laid on each Gallon of Spirits of the Strength 
aforeſaid, made in any licenſed Still in Scotland, and ſent into England, conſe- 
quently the Licence Duty of Thirty Shillings per Gallon of the Still's Content 
was ſuppoſed to be equal to Six Pence per Gallon on the Spirits; it was, how- 
ever, ſoon afterwards (viz. in February 1788) eftabliſhed by Evidence brought 
in the Houſe of Commons on the Part of the London Diſtillers, that the Duty 
on the Spirits was even then not more than One Penny, or at moſt Two Pence per 
Gallon; while the Scots Diſtillers endeavoured to prove that Stills of the Size 
then generally in Uſe were not worked, or capable of working more than Once in 
the Twenty-four Hours, This Inveſtigation produced the Act 28 Geo. III. 
cap. 4. impoſing an additional equalizing of Six Pence per Gallon on Spirits 
manufactured in Scotland and fent to England, which it was alledged operated as 
a complete Excluſion of the Scotch Manufacture from the Engliſh Market, 
and produced the Bankruptcy of the principal Scotch Diſtillers, If at the Li- 
cence Duty of Thirty Shillings per Gallon on the Content of the Still, Six Pence 
was computed to be the Duty on the Gallon of the Spirits, it ſhould have been 
15, when doubled in 1788, 3s. when trebled in 1793, 6 5. when made J. 18 
in 1795, and no leſs than 18 5. per Gallon when raiſed to C. 54 in 1796. 
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5. Can any practicably accurate Method be deviſed, of aſcertaining and 
ſecuring the Spirits made and ſold for Conſumption, to be of as whole- 
 Jome a Quality as is compatible with the Nature of ſuch a Liquor diſtilled 
at the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, from the different 
' Sorts of Grain, malted or raw, uſed for that Purpoſe. in Scotland? 


I conceive the Object of this Queſtion to be the Diſcovery of a practicably 
accurate Method, 1ſt, of aſcertaining, and 2dly, of ſecuring the //b.Je/omeneſs, in 
Point of Quality, of Spirits at the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer 
Proof, fram the different Sorts of Grain, malted or raw, uſed for that Purpoſe in 

Scotland. In anſwer thereto I have to obſerve, that the wholeſome Quality of 
Spirits, either to be aſcertained or ſecured, muſt depend upon their original Diſ- 
tillation z and that this is affected by the Materials from wiich Spirits are made, 
the Size and Conſtruction of the Veſſels, or other Utenſils uſed in making them, 
and the Mode and Duration of the Operation of Diſtilling. iſt. As to the Ma- 

25 T 5 = on terials 
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terials from which the Spirits are made. It is well known to Chemiſts that many, 
vegetable Subſtances, containing a certain Quantity of ſaccharine Matter, are ca- 
pable of yielding a ſpirituous Liquor by Diſtillation ; but the moſt wholeſome 
and pleaſant Species of Spirit has hitherto been ſuppoſed to be extracted from 
Grain only. Such Grain, however, may be of different Kinds, as Barley, Wheat, 
Rye, or even Oats ; and this Grain, may be uſed for Diſtillation either raw or 
malted. On this Subject the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature may perhaps be uſefully 
reſorted to, in the firſt Inſtance; and it appears by an Act ſo old as the 7th and 
8th Years of the Reign of King William III. (when Diſtillation was rather in its 
Infancy) cap. 30. ſect. 7, 8, and 9, that Diſtillers were obliged to brew from 
malted Corn entirely; but by the 4th of Queen Anne, cap. 12. ſect. 4. Corn or 
Grain was not required to be malted; and by the 33 Geo. II. cap. 9. ſect; 15. 
Diſtillers, in preparing their Griſt for Waſh, are prohibited from vſing more 
Wheat than One Quarter in Proportion to Two of other Grain, whether malted 
or unmalted. At preſent, in England, the Duty is laid on the fermented Waſh 
brewed from any Malt, Corn or Grain, or any Mixture with the ſame; in the 
Highlands of Scotland, ſinee 178 5, the Law allows a certain Quantity of Malt to be 
diſtilled Annually in a Still of a given Size, from which it is preſumed that there 
the Spirits are to be made from Malt only; but in the Lowlands, Diſtillers are 
permitted to make uſe of either Malt, Corn, or Grain, as in England. In point 
of Fact, it is believed that the Hjghland Diſtillers make uſe of Malt only, and 
ſome Lowland Diſtillers do the ſame; and the Spirits produced by them are 
reckoned more wholeſome by many, at leaſt they are generally conſidered more 
agreeable in Taſte and Flavour, and of a higher Value than Spirits extracted 
from Raw Grain altogether (which may be done) or from Mixture of Malt 
and Raw Grain, As to the ſyperior Wholeſomeneſs of the former Spirits, how- 
ever, I am not competent to decide; but from this Circumſtance alone of a8 
_ Grain's being malted or unmalted, c#feris paribus, I ſhould think there cannot be 
wuch Difference in that Reſpect, the Materials from which the Spirits are ex- 
tracted, being the ſame in both Caſes. It is proper, howeyer, to remark on this 
Point, and before concluding it, 1ſt That the Diſtiller who uſes Raw Grain, 
either in Part or wholly, thereby ſaves a proportional Amount of the Malt Duty, 
which is againft the Revenue, while (contrary to the Idea of Sir John Dal- 
rymple) he produces a greater Quantity of Spirits than he would have had from 
Malt alone; and 2dly, That the Revenue is alſo injured by conſiderable Quan- | 
tities of Barley being Apnually imported from England, and malted in Scotland, 
at only One Half of the Engliſh Malt Duty, to which laft and higher Rate it 
is ſubmitted, that in Juſtice and ſound Policy it ought to have been enge 5 
2d. With reſpect to the Etfect of the Size or Conſtruction of the Veſſels or 
other Utenlils uſed in making Spirits upon their Wholeſomeneſs, I would tak 
Notice as to the Stills, that there ſhould be a certain Proportion obſerved be- 
| tween the Size of the Waſh Still and that of the Low Wine Still, and that the 
Size of neither ſhould be very large or very ſmall, as the firſt will throw off a 
harſh Spirit, and in the other the Proceſs of Diſtillation cannot be completely 
performed. For ſome Time paſt the moſt advantageous Working 'Waſh Still 
has been conſidered to be that which will contain from about Fi ty to Eighty 
Gallons in the Body thereof, and from 'T wenty-five to Forty Gallons in its | 
| Head, the Body being flat and ſhallow, and the Head perpendicular, = | 
round. In a particular Manner the Worm ought to be of a proportionate. Size, | | 
and no Part thereof ſhould be of Copper, being well aſſured by ſkilful and ” 
diſintereſted Perſons that the Wholeſomeneſs of the Spirits is very much af- 
fected by che Nie of Copper Worms, ).. io EI 725 
Zadly. The Wholeſomeneſs of the Spirits, it is alſo thought by thoſe. who are | 
moſt intelligent on the Subject, is materially connected with the Mode and Du- 
ö eee ration 
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ration of the Proceſs of diſtilling them ; for the Spirits will be bad if Care is 
hot taken in the firſt Place to have the Waſh properly fermented in a ripe 
State, and by no Mears too ſtrong ; 2dly, to prevent the Stills running foul, as 
it is termed,” or in other Words the Liquor boiling over in place of con- 
denſing into Steam; and 3dly, to effect a complete Separation betwixt the pure 


be di 


Spirit or Middle Running, and what comes off firſt from the Doubling, Still 
and the Faints, or After Runnings that remain. Although it has been diſputed, 


it is my Opinion, from every Obſervation I could make, and every impartial 


Information I could obtain, that very rapid Diſtillation is unfavourable to the 


good Quality of the Spirits thereby produced ; and I cannot but think that if 


a Still is completely run off in Eight, Ten, or Fifteen Minutes, a more fiery 


and harſh Spirit will be extracted than from a Still of the ſame Size, not run off 


in leſs than Half an Hour or an Hour. In the Experiments made by Mr. 
Corbet upon his Two Stills, Nineteen or Twenty Minutes was the ſhorteſt 
Time taken to run off a 7 of Waſh, and the Samples of the Spirits ſent 
up by him, when examined and compared with the other Spirits diſtilled, either 
very rapidly, or in much larger Stills, will enable the Committee to form ſome 
Judgment of their Quality, although it muſt be remarked that they were all 
—— from Barley Nine-Tenths malted and One-Tenth raw, and with One 
Exception; that they are all of the Strength of One to Twenty over Proof. It 
may have been a vulgar Prejudice, but I remember many Years ago that the 
beſt Whiſkey was ſuppoſed to be that made in the Highlands, from Malt alone, 
in a ſmall Still or Black Pot, upon a ſlow Peat or Wood Fire, attended only 
by an old Woman, while running off for Two or Three Days, when the Spi- 
rits came as cool and pure as Spring Water from the Mouth of the Worm. 
' To aſcertain the Wholeſomeneſs, in Point of Quality, of diſtilled Spirits, is 
in my Judgment a very difficult if not impoſſible Matter upon certain or 
ſolid Grounds, Their Strength can be pretty accurately aſcertained by Means 


of the Hydrometer ; medical Men can judge of their Soundneſs from their 


Effects; and Chemiſts, by analyzing them, can diſcover whether any noxious 
Ingredients have been uſed ; but in general the only Conjecture that is formed 


as to the Wholeſomeneſs of Spirits is from their Taſte and Flavour, in judging 


of which many Perſons have by Attention and Experience become very expert. 
I imagine it is equally difficult to deviſe any practicably accurate Method 
of ſecuring the wholeſome Quality of Spirits made for Conſumption, otherways 
than by preventing Diſtillers, Rectifiers, Compounders, Dealers, and Retailers, 
from uſing any Device or Ingredient that will have the Effect of deſtroying or 


impairing that good Quality after the Spirits are made, ſuch as by adding ſome 


Mixture or Compoſition that gives either a permanent or temporary artificial 
Strength or Proof, but in what Manner theſe artful and ſecret Practices are to 
reed or checked, it is not eaſy to ſlay, | „ 


Proof, during the laſt Six Months, in Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Aberdeen 
and Inverneſs, reſpectively ? | N 


1 bave already anſwered in my Parole Examination before the Committee 
on the 28th of March laſt, with reſpe& to the Average Retail Price of Scotch 
- _—= Glaſs Proof, or One in Six under Hydrometer Proof, during the laſt Six 


onths, in and about Edinburgh. I then ſtated it to be 35s. prr Gallon and 


ſomewhat lower, ſince which I have been informed b printed Hand Bills that 
what is therein termed “ good Malt Whiſkey” is advertized to be fold by Dea- 


lers ſo low as 25. and as high as 5 f. and 55. 64. per Gallon, but of what Strength 


or Quality I have no Acceſs to know; and with reipe& to the Price of ſuch | 


+. 6,—Whathas been the Average Retail Price of Scotch Spirits, Glaſs 


* 
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[Spirits in-Glaſgows: Aberdeen, mak; Inverneſs, 1 can ſay nothing 1 y M 
Knowledge. It may not be improper here to add, that while Britiſh Spirits diſt 15 
tilled in Scotland were fold to the Retailers at 2 6. 6d. or 35. per Gallon, Britim 
Spirits diſtilled in England were currently ſelling by Wholefale at C. 88 or . 90 
per Ton (of 252 Ae a or at 1 e to ds 2 ee g One = nw 


cover, Proof. 


i —What is we diebe price per + Gallon,” at Fatt wholeſvitie e Sits, 
One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be ſold for-Conſumption in 
Scotland, without the Hazard of Competition by illegal FIRE at 
Home, or Importation: from the Continent, or from Ireland? 


In my Opinion from 7 s. to 85. pe r Gallon of ſuch Spirits; and it is s of the 
utmoſt Importance to the Health, Induſtry, and Morals of the lower Claſſes of the 
People that they ſhould not be fold much cheaper, while, on the other Hand, 
if they could not. be had but at a much higher Price, there would be a Danger of 
increaſing illicit Diſtillation at Home or ſmug ggling from Abroad. Of the 
Two Evils, however, J am much inclined to prefer the laſt, as the leaft dan- 
gerous and deſtrudtive. No the Vw and as it "ous be moſt. prac e 
or ne Fans ; 


"9. 2106 much of that Price; per Galch can \ ths Manofiltack alt 
to pay as Duty ro Government, leaving him a fair and ample Profit, 
calculated according to the Average Price of Grain, Fuel, Labour, and _ 
other Charges, during the laſt Ten . weesſfin the e 5 

_*Grounds of ſuch Calculation © 1 


Il have ſtated to the Committee on my Maha ee 8 of the oth of 4 b 
laſt, that in my Opinion the Manufacturer of ſuch Spirits as are deſcribed in wel 5 
preceding Query could afford to pay a Duty to Government of about 3 | 
per Gallon; and if ſcheſe Spirits are ſold by him at 7g. or 8s. per Gallon, he 
would have a fair and ample Profit; becauſe I compute the Expence of Grain 
neceſſary to produce 2 Gallon of Spirits One to Ten over Proof (according to 
the Average Price of Grain at 205. "per Boll during the laſt Ten Years) to be 
23. and that of Fuel, Labour, Utenſils, Intereſt of — and all other Charges, 
to be rather leſs than 15. per Gallon; conſequently, if ſold at 75. there would be 
left a Profit of more than 14. and if at 8:5, of more than 26. yore on of __ | 
e ORR e e in | Scotland. - 2417 25 


n may it be expetted that the Annual Proditc 4 t | 
Duties would amount to, calculated upon the beſt Opinion that 22 can 
form of the Population and Conſumption of the Country.? i 


A Duty of 35. per Gallon on the Spirits made and conſumed i in Scotland (High- 
Jands and { Lowlands included) ſhould, if fairly collected, give an Annval Pro- 
duce of £. 300, ooo; and I form that Opinion Tm the following Circumſtances: ' 

iſt. As to the Population of the Country. By the lateſt. — moſt authentic 
Rturns, it is eſti mated at 1,847,729 Perſons, of whom One Third Part are 
under the Age of 17 Years, inde, in even ones eee Perſons of "7 5 
Years and upwards. ; 
Adly. As to the G of Briciſh Spices by theſe 1,000,000 Perſons | 

of and above that Age.—If we allow One Fourth Part oſ a Gill per Day to each 
ſuch Perſon, and compute 32 Gills in an Engliſh Wine Gallon, it will give 
10 esch eg nearly Three Gallons of — in the N n Re all 


3 H 
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Three Millions of Gallons per Annum, which at a Duty of "35. per Gallon 
ought to produce (. 450, ooo a Year; but ſhould either. this Rate of Duty be 
thought too high, as a conſiderable Part of theſe Spirits would be below Hy- 
drometer Proof, or that the Computation of a Million of Perſons, drinking 
each Three Gallons of Whiſkey, either plain or diluted, in the - Year, is greater 
than the real Conſumption, /. 50,000 may be ſtruck off on either or both of 
: theſe Accounts; and /. 400,000 per Annum will remain, as the Amount of 
nes that may be actually produced from this moſt proper Source of 


| 10. What will be the-beſt Method of impoſing and collecting that 
Duty, ſo as to guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, and incur the leaſt Ex- 
pence, in proportion to the Amount of its Produce; and in particular, 
Will it be better, under all the Circumſtances of the Country, to adhere 
to the Syſtem of Licence, or to reſort to the former, or. any other 
Method of Survey? or oo” Far RG 


Before proceeding to anſwer this moſt difficult and important. Queſtion, 1 
would take the Liberty of bringing ſhorcly.under the Review of the Committee 
the different Modes by which the Duty on Home made Spirits has been im- 
' poſed and collected at different Times, under the Authority, and according 
to the Wiſdom of the Legiſlature, the Statement of which, though Matter 
of a « legal Nature, may tend to throw ſome Light upon the Subject in 
nera!, | | 1 5 | 
The firſt Exciſe Diſtillery Duty was laid upon the Spirits entirely, when in 
the laſt Stage, or completely manufactured, and was ſo low as 24. per Gallon. 
Not long afterwards an additional Duty was impoſed in the Second Stage back- 
wards, or upon the Low Hines, from which the Spirits were to be extracted, and 
in all the ſubſequent Impoſitions, prior to the 24 Geo. III. Part of the Duty 
was by Law laid on the Low Wines, and Part on the Spirits, at ſo much per 
_ Gallon, in order to check the Frauds diſcovered, in eluding-ſuch: Duties, by theſe 
Charges being intended to balance each other. In fact, however, after the 
4th of Queen Anne, or 1705, the Third Stage of. the. Operation was reſorted 
to, the Vaſb was ordered to be gauged in the Veſſel, and the Duties were charged, 
not upon the actual Number of Gallons of Low Wines and Spirits diſtilled, 
but according to a preſumptive Calculation from the Waſh, as producing One 
Eourth Part > Tray Low Wines, and Three Fifths of theſe Low Wines Proof 
Spirits ; thus 100 Gallons of Waſh (of whatever Strength) were, preſumed to yield 
25 Gallons of Low Wines, and theſe Low Wines to give 1 5 Gallons of Spirits. On 
this Footing, Matters continued till the iſt of November 1784, when the Act 24 
Geo. III. cap. 46. took place equally and univerſally in England and Scotland. 
By it (after a Recital that great Inconveniencies had ariſenfrom the Mode of charg- 
ing the Duties on Low Wines and Spirits made for Home Conſumption, and that 
the former Laws had been found ine ffectual for the preventing of Frauds and Abuſes) 
the Mode of aſcertaining and levying the Diſtillery Duties in both Parts of 
the united Kingdom was entirely changed, the Tax being thereby laid on 
every Gallon of fermented Waſh, without reſpe& to the Two laſt Stages of the 
Low Wines or Spirits, except that for every 100 Gallons of ſuch Waſh, charged 
with Duty, the Diſtiller was allowed a Credit for 20 Gallons of Spirits, One 
to Ten over Hydrometer Proof. This is the Rule that fince iſt November 
4784 has continued, and that ſtill exiſts in England. Hence it appears that 
the Frauds and Evaſions of Duty, when laid on the Commodity in its laſt Stage 
of actual made Spirits, were only to be corrected by reſorting to a Stage of 
the Operation furtber back, viz. the Low Wines; and this. being alſo found 
4-4 AR Fe 9885 inſufficient, 
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+ inſufficient, the Duty was next made to attach on a Stage farther back: ſtill; viz. 
the Waſh from which theſe Low. Wines are produced. In this State the Mode 
of charging the Diſtillery Duties at this Day exiſts in England, under the ſtrict 
Survey of the Officers of. Exciſe; who likewiſe keep an exact Account of the 
Diſtiller's Stocks of Spirits, no Part of which can go out, or be removed, with- 
out un Riciſe Permit on Pain of Forfeiture, rt... 1-008 
In Scotland the fame Modes of Survey as in England in all Reſpects con- 
tinued in force till iſt October 1784, when a different Syſtem for the Highlands 
Was introduced hy Law, but not carried into Effect till aſter December 178 5 and 
in the Lowlands they continued till 5th July 17 86, when a Syſtem altogether 
novel in the Laws or Practice of the Exciſe was there alſo carried imo Effect. 
The Principle of this Syſtem, as originally eſtabliſned for the Lowlands in 1786, 
ſome what improved in 1788, and extended in 1793, was, that diſregarding alb Idea 
of the Quantity, Quality, or Value of the Commodity manufactured, or of the 
M,terials from which it was made, the Tax ſhould depend upon, and be regulated 
entirely by the cubicak Capacity or Content of the Veſſels made uſe of in the 
Two laſt Stages of the Proceſs of Diſtillation, viz. the one for extracting LoW 
Wines. from Waſh, and the other for extracting Spirits from Low Wines, This 
cubical Capacity or Content of the Stills was at firſt very. indefinitely deſcribed in 
the Acts 26th and 28th Geo. III. thus: * Every Gallon, Engliſh: Wine Meaſure, 
© of the Capacity or Content” (in the Firſt Act, and in the Second, “ of the 
* cubical Content“) & of each and every Still, including the Head; - bat many 
Evaſions of. Duty having been committed, or attempted, under this vague De- 
ſcription, it was by the Act 33 Geo. III. more ſpecifically extended t“ every 
' & Gallon, Engliſh-Wine Meaſure, of the cubical Content or Capacity of each and 
% every Still, including the Head, and every Part thereof, and of any Horn, 
ce. Pipe, Tube, or other Apparatus therewith connected, under whatever Name 
„ or Denomination the ſame may be called or known, as high as the Steam 
. can aſcend,“ which Deſcription it was then thought -· was moſt. complete as to 
every Part of a Still that could forward the Proceſs of Diſtillation, and ought to 
be liable to Duty; this alſo, however, was afterwards ſound to be a Miſtake, as 
the Book of Drawings of Stills, Heads, &c, produced before the Committee, 
will clearly evince.. Connected with this firſt and fundamental Principle of the 
Duty's bring laid on the Size of the Still, and not on the Quantity of Waſh, or 
of the Low Wines or Spirits produced from it, there followed a complete Ex- 
cluſion of all Survey of the manufactured Commodity by the Exciſe - Officers, 
and of the Right of taking Account of the Stock, with a full Liberty for the 
Manufacturer to ſend out his Spirits, and remove them to any Part of the 
Country under his on Certificate inſtead of an Exciſe Permit. Theſe are the 
Outlines of the Licence Syſtem which has obtained in the Lowland: Diſtillery of 
Scotland for nearly Twelve Years paſt ; and the Queſtion at preſent under Con- 
ſideration ſeeks to know whether it will be better, under all Circumſtances, to 
op nt . Syſtem, or to reſort to the former, or any other Method of 
3 ᷣ ů MD. x re rt 
I am perfectly ſatisfied. that this material Alteration of the Piſtillery Laws in 
Scotland was in a great Meaſure, if not ſolely, occaſioned by the principal Tra- 
ders finding themſelves, under the Survey Syſtem, very much prevented and 
checked iu their illicit Practices aud Attempts to evade the Duties, by the vigo- 
tous Exertions of the Scots Boaid of Exciſe and their Officers in the Years 
1784 and 1785, particularly in putting in ſtrict Execution the Waſh Act of 
1784, by which the Uſe of the Hydrometer was legalized, and an accurate Ac- 
count of the Stocks of Diſtillers, both as to Quantity and Quality, was required to 
ie taken. Theſe principal Diſtillers had thereupon the Addreſs to raiſe a loud 
Cry throygh the Country, of great Hardſhip and Oppreſſion, and . 
. ET, ; | | : 4 | | | | er 
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conſiderable Part of the landed Intereſt, Farmers, Grain Dealers, &c. in their 
Faour, by whoſe united Influence and ſpecious Repreſentations the Legiſlature 
was prevaiſed upon to paſs the Firſt Licence Act of 1786, merely as a temporary 
Experiment for Two Years. The Advantages held out at that Time as infal- 
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” allowed the Remoyal of their. Spirits, without Permit, under their own Certificates, 


libly to reſult from it, and which-may now be urged as Arguments in Favour of 


the Licence Syſtem, were, that it would produce a large and increaſing Revenue; 


that this Revenue would be collected by fewer Officers, and at leſs Expence 


than formerly ; that every Trader would be thereby put upon a fair and equal 
 Footings that Frauds: would be prevented, and the Trader being freed from 


Embarraſſment, would be enabled to purſue his Buſineſs to the greateſt Advan- 
tage; that Agriculture would be promoted by Diftillery, Waſte Lands culti- 
vated, and Population increaſed ; and that the Smuggling of Foreign Spirits would 
be annihilated, becauſe the Britiſh Diſtiller would be enabled to make his Spirits 


as mild and agreeable as Foreign Spirits, and to ſell them at a much lower Price. 


There is no Manner of Doubt, that under the Licence Syſtem, fewer Officers are 
vired to charge collect the Duty, and that leſs Expence is incurred, and 
o that fewer Frauds and Evaſions of that Duty can be practiſed by Diſtillers; 


but how far all or any of the other Advantages above-mentioned, ſuppoſed to 


reſult from this Syſtem, have been realized after almoſt Twelve Years Experi- 


ence, will beſt appear on Conſideration of the Evidence taken, and Accounts pro- 


duced before the Committee, particularly as to its Effects with reſpe& to the 
Revenue, among the Diſtillers themſelves, and upon the lower Claſſes of the 
People of Scotland; on the other Hand it muſt be admitted by every impartial 


Perſon, that there are material Diſadvantages attending, and Defects in this Li- 


cence Syſtem, which is peeuliar to the Diſtillery of Scotland, has not been adopted 
or approved either by Revenue Officers or Diſtillers as proper in England, and 
has not been thought of being adopted in any other Manufacture ſubje& to 
Exciſe Duties, although there are ſeveral into which it might be equally well 
introduced, if founded on a juſt Principle, viz. the Brewer's Maſh Tun, the 
Soap Maker's Copper or Pan, the Candle Maker's Copper, the Glaſs Maker's 
Pot, the Starch Maker's Vat, the Maltſter's Ciſtern, &c. &c.— The Diſad- 
vantages of, and Objections againſt this Syſtem, as applied to the Diſtillery, are 


the following ; that it was originally founded, either in Deception or Miſtake; 


when the Licence Duty was made ſo low as Thirty Shillings per Gallon on the 
Content of the Still, as has been fully demonſtrated by what has ſince paſſed, 
viz. its being raiſed to £. 3. L. 9. L. 18. and £.-54, and even at this higheſt Rate 
it has been proved before the Committee, that at One Diſtillery at leaſt, the Duty 

id on the Gallon: of Spirits is not more than Four Pence, when the Diſtiller in 
England pays cither 45. 74 or 45. 24. per Gallon, a Difference ſo ſtriking as 
well to merit Attention; that the Effect of ſo ſmall a Duty on Spirits in Scot- 
land has been to make them ſo cheap as to hurt the Morals of the Inhabicants, 
and materially to injure the Buſineſs of Brewing; that another ſtriking Differ- 
ence alſo exiſts under this Syſtem among the Scotch Diſtillers themſelves, viz; 


the unequal Footing upon which they ſtand as to the Rate of Duty reſpectively 


paid by them on the Gallon of Spiriis (though nominally. the ſame on the Size 


Six Prnece, One Shilling and Eight Pence, or higher; that the licenſed 
Diſtillers are not under any Sort of Survey, from the Want of which there is no 
Check on the Quantity of Grain uſed, of Waſh brewed, or Spirits diſtilled and 
ſent out:; they conſider themſcives at Liberty to refuſe Admittance to the Officers 
of Exciſe to take Account of their Stocks, and to barricade their Works by high 


Walls. and ſtrogg Gates, Circumſtances which afford Opportunity at leaſt of = 


diſtilling in unlicenſed. Veſſels or Coppers in the Night Time; that they are 


whith 
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which was a violent Innovation of the ſalutary Acts of 6 Geo. 1. cap. 21..— 
8 Geo. I. cap. 18.—9 Geo. II. cap. 23, &c. has been attended with the moſt 
prejudicial Effects to the Intereſt of the Revenue, as it enables Lowland Diſtillers 
to protect Foreign ſmuggled Spirits, or Spirits diſtilled in illegal Stills, or in 
the Highlands, in their Removal, and gives an unlimited Credit to Dealers in 
and Retailers of Britiſn Spirits. That licenſed Diſtillers, being by Licence com- 
pelled to work againſt Time, muſt neceſſarily have Recourſe to a haſty Proceſs 
and very rapid .Diftillation, and by Means of accelerating Veſſels and Materials 
to force the largeſt poſſible Quantity of Spirits that can be produced in a given 
Time, by which they may make, and ſome of them actually have made as much 
Spirits in One Year as will ſerve the Conſumption of Two Tears; and 
alſo are laid under the Temptation of diſtilling on Sundays; a Practice either 
not at all, or very little known in Scotland till after the Licence Act took place. 
Ic has alſo been ſtated as an Objection againſt that Syſtem, on the Part of the 
Manufacturer, that he is obliged to pay the Tax in advance before his Spirits 


are made, which is againſt his Intereſt and Profits, while the Engliſh Diſtiller 


' pays it only for what he diſtils, and not till after his Spirits are made, and 
Such are the material Advantages and Diſadvantages of, and Defects in the 
Laws impoſing the Whole of che Diſtillery Duties in the Lowlands of Scotland 

by Licence, according to the Size of the Still. There are alſo Advantages and 

Diſadvantages attending the Mode of levying them entirely by Survey, according 

to the aftual Quantity. of the Spirits produced, or of the Waſh from which 

they are made; though it muſt be obſerved, that the Mode of Survey is the 

natural Idea of a well regulated Exciſe, and is the Rule which takes place with 
reſpect to all other manufactured Commodities ſubject to Exciſe Duties; ſuch as 
Beer, Vinegar, Cyder, Sweets, Soap, Candles, Starch, ce. 
If the Mode of Survey for the Diſtillery of Scotland is to be reſorted to, 

either in Whole or in Part, it has occured to me that an Improvement might be 
made upon the former Syſtem, ſo as more effectually to ſecure the Duty, and to 
guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, I mean by making the Exciſe Officers Ac- 
counts and Checks go ſtill farther back in the Proceſs of Diſtiilation than the Le- 
giſlature has ever yet e en of doing. At preſent, in England, the Charge of Duty 
depends entirely upon the Gauge of the Waſh when fermented; but it is propoſed, that 
Notice in Writing ſhould be given by the Diſtiller to the Exciſe Officer Twelve 
Hours before Brewing, of the Quantity of Grain or Meal intended to be brewed ; 
that the Diſtiller ſhall not brew without ſuch Notice, nor ſhall brew a greater or 
leſs Quantity of Grain than is ſpecified in ſuch Notice, under a Penalty in each 
Caſe, That the Grain for each Brewing ſhall be weighed into the Maſh Tun 
in Preſence of the Exciſe Officer, and that the Quantity and Weight thereof be 
taken Account of by him, and entered in his Book, from which Account he can 
nearly compute the Quantity of Worts or Waſh that from ſuch Grain ought to 
be produced. In the next Place, the actual Quantity of Worts made at each 
Brewing ſhould be taken Account of by the Officer, in as eatly a State of the 
Proceſs as it can be, the Firſt Gauge thereof to be taken in the Underback as 
drawn from the Maſh Tun; the Second Gauge to be taken in the Coolers (which 
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Is fact this ſeems to be a general Conſequence for it is believed (from the beſt Computations 
that have been lately made) that at the 20th: of October 1798, hen the Lowland Licences expire; 
there will be from Two to Three Millions of Gallons of Spirit about Hydrometer Proof, equal tg 
One Million Eight Hundred Thouſand, or Two Millons —— Hundred Thouſand Gallons of the 
Strength of One to Ten over Proof, on Hand in the Stocks of Diflillers, Dealers, and Retailers, for 
by ror gran to ſupply the Conſumption of the Country for nearly Eight or Twelve: Months 
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- ovght to be numbered; gauged, and t1bled) before the ſame are let down into | 


or of the Worts, or of the Wa 


the Fermentation Backs; and if the Diſtiller ſhall draw off any Worts from the 


- Mah Tun into any Veſſel or Utenſil except the Underbacks, or ſhall pump up 


or remove any. Worts from the Underbacks before the ſame have been gauged 
therein by the Officer, or ſhall let down or remove any. Worts from the Coolers 


inio the Fermentation Backs before a Gauge has been had thereof by the Of- 


ficer in theſe Coolers, a high Penalty for each Offence ought to be incurred, 


The Third Gauge ſhould be made in the Fermentation Backs, and the Duty 


ought to be ſet forward in 9 4 from the higheſt Account, either of the Grain, 

, each of which Accounts will ſerve as a Check 
upon the other. The Fermentation Backs ſhould be reſtrifted to a few in Num- 
ber, and numerically marked; and the Dipping Place at the Top of each, for the 


Officer to take his Gauge and inſpect the State of the Back, ſhould be full Two 


Feet Square, if it is a Back capable of containing 80 Gallons of Worts, and ſo 
in proportion, No Part of the Contents of one Fermentation Back ſhould be 
ſhifted or changed into another, nor any Part thereof drawn off or taken there- 


from, nor any freſh Wort added, under a Penalty. The Overplus Worts (if 


any from the Day's Brewing) ſhould remain in the Coolers, and the Quantity be 
gauged in the ſame Evening by the Officer; which Worts, in the Sight of an 
Officer, ſhould be let down into the firſt empty Fermentation Back, and ſhould be 


mixed and fermented with the Worts from the next Brewing. The Returns made 


from each Day's Brewing ſhould be pumped into the Brewing Copper the ſame 
Evening, the Quantity - gauged by the Officer, and a Covering made to this 


Copper, and the Returns locked therein, till the next Brewing. The Grains not 


to be removed from the Maſh Tun till the Officer has gauged them, and aſcer- 


tained the Number of Buſhels ; the Brewing Copper to be ſituated at the 
greateſt poſſible Diſtance from the Worm of any Still, and its Covering ſhould 


de locked down, and Faſtenings made to its Diſcharge Cock; and both Covering 


See Page 224. 


locked at Night. 


and Diſcharge Cock (whether the Copper is charged or not) mult be conſtantly 
Theſe are the rude Outlines of a Plan for better ſecuring the Diſtillery Duties 
by Survey; and that it is neither ſo complicated as to be unintelligible, nor ſo 


intricate as to be impracticable by any Officer of Exciſe, will appear from 


a Scheme hereto annexed (marked A.) in which the whole Proceſs is traced and 
checked through its different Stages, and to which Reference is here made, 
If the Licence Syſtem is to be continued either in Whole or in Part, I humbly 


apprehend that it is capable of receiving conſiderable Improvements, particularly 


by certain Regulations as to the Shape and Conſtruction of the Stills, Heads, 
Horns, Pipes, and Tubes, therewith connected, ſeveral of which Regulations 


have been very properly ſuggeſted by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, and Mr. Mait- 


land, General Surveyor, in their Anſwers to this Queſtion, by ſubjecting all 
ſuch Pipes and Tubes, and even the Worm itſelf, to Duty, or at leaſt reſtricting 
the Size of this laſt Utenſil to a proportional Content of the Body of the Still, 
by an abſolute Prohibition of diſtilling in vacuo, by expreſs Clauſes, giving to 


Officers of Exciſe a Right to enter and continue in Still Houſes at all Times 
by Night or Day, and to examine the Stills whether at work or not, with a high 


Penalty for obſtructing them in any of theſe Particulars ; by a higher Penalty and 


Security than is provided at preſent, for compelling licenſed Diſtillers to work 


out the whole Time of their Licence, and to pay the Duties regularly in Ad- 
vance, with a better Security for the Payment and « ffeual Recovery of the Li- 
cence Duty, when not duly paid at the Time required by Law. To all theſe Re- 
gulations muſt be added that moſt effential one, that no Spirits ſhall be ſent 
out of the Poſſeſſion of any Diſtiller, Rectifier, or Compounder, or removed by 
Land or Water, without an Exciſc Permit, on Pain of being ſeized and for- 
ſeited. 85 | e : | 

. la 
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In order to attain the Advantages both of the Licence and Survey Syſtems, 
and to obviate ſome of their material Diſadvantages, it has been ſuggeſted that 
a mixed Plan of uniting them in Part might be adopted, with a very probable _ 
Proſpect of Succeſs. For this Purpoſe a certain Size and Conſtruction of Stills | 
might be required to be generally uſed, and a proportional Part of the Diſtillery 
Duty intended to be raiſed, might be laid upon the Capacity or Content of ſuch _ 
Stills, to be paid at ſuch Times, and in ſuch Manner, as ſhall be deemed moſt 
expedient for the Security of a certain Annual Revenue, and with the leaſt Diſ- _ 
 _adyantape to the Manufacturer. But in Addition to this Licence Duty, and in 
order to prevent one Diſtiller's gaining an undue Advantage over another, or 
any Diſtiller's eſcaping Payment of ſuch a reaſonable Rate of Duty as ſhall be 
judged proper to be computed and laid upon each Gallon of Spirits diſtilled by 
him, there ought to be an Account kept, as in the Highlands, of the Total 
Quantity Annually diſtilled; and if that Quantity ſhall exceed the Number of 
Gallons preſumed to have been capable of being produced from a Still of a given 
Size, and at a certain Rate of Duty, the Surplus Quantity ſhould be charged 
with a ſpecific Duty at ſo much for each Gallen; and as an eſſential Part even 
of this mixed Syſtem of Licence and Survey, no Spirits ought to go out of the 
Diſtiller's Premiſſes without an Exciſe Permit, ſpecifying both the Strength and 
Quantity, on Pain of Forfeiture, The Advantages to be derived from this Mode 
of uniting the Two Syſtems, are ſo very obvious to any Perſon converſant with 
the Subject, as nat to require from me further Tlluſtration, © 
Having thus ſtated, at a Length which calls for Apology, all the Obſervations 
that have occurred to me after very deliberate Attention, in Anſwer to this im- 
ortant Queſtion, I ſubmit to the ſuperior Judgment of the Committee, what 
| Weight they ſhould have in inducing them to recommend either the Con- 
tinuance of the preſent Syſtem of Licence, or to reſort to the former, or any 
other Method of Survey; or by an Union of the good Qualities of the Two, and 
roviding againſt the Defects of each, to maturate a new Syſtem, that, while it 
is congenial to the leading Ideas of the Exciſe Laws, will prove a productive 
Source of Revenue, and as little embarraſfing or diſadvantageous as is com- 
patible with the Nature of the Buſineſs, to the Manufacturer who chuſes to em- 
ploy his Capital, or Skill and Ingenuity, in the making of wholeſome Spirits for 
% — TT on ATT ĩ y DEC oe ST nor 


14,—-Ovyght there to be any Difference, as to the Quantity or Mode 
of impoſing and collecting the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland, 
on Account of the Difference of the Quality of the Grain produced, of 
the Fuel found in thoſe different Parts, and of other Circumſtances ; and 
1f there ought, what ſhould that Difference be? _ 3 


The Inclination of my Opinion as a Revenue Officer is, that One Law, One 
Dury, and One Mode of levying that Duty ſhould, if poſſible, pervade the 
W hole of this happy Ifland, and to render the Union more complete, that no 
Viſtinction ought to take place in theſe Reſpects, nor perhaps in any other, if 
Religion is not to be excepted. Upon this general Principle I certainly cannot 
approve of a Diſtinction, betwixt the Highlands and Lowlands of Scotland, as to 
Matters of Taxation. Such a Diſtinction is unknown as to every other Article 
but Diſtillery, and there it was introduced only fo late as 1784-5. The Ob- 
Jects at that Time avowed were © to promote Agriculture and Improvement, 
and to accommodate the Inhabitants of the North with Spirits for their own 
Uſe entirely, drawn from their own Grain, and furniſhed at a moderate Price; 
and it was ſuppoſed that the Regulations then adopted, as to the Size of the 
Stills, the Quantity of Malt to be uſed, and Spirits _—_— — the 
ibition 
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Probjbition againſt bringing Barley from the South, or ſending Highland Spi- 
rits acrols the E were fully ſufficient to guard againſt every Abuſe of chi 
- Indulgence. How far theſe Expectations have been anſwered in the Courſe of 
near Thirteen Years Experience, will beſt appear from the Evidence, both parole 
85 written, taken or laid before the Committee, That great Abuſes, under 
Colour of this Highland Exemption, have been committed is ſufficiently proved; 
and I am rather inclined to think that it will eyen be impoſſible to correct them 
by any Lines of Demarcation, or Cordon of Revenue Officers, while fo 
great a Difference exiſts in the Rate of Duty paid on Spirits diflilled in the 
Two Parts of the Country. The Temptation to continue theſe Abuſes will 

. Increaſe in proportion as the Duty riſes in the Lowlands; and the only radical 
Cure ſeems to me to be the impoſing the ſame Rate of Duty on Spirits as on 
every Long os over all Scotland, and levying or collecting it in the ſame 
' Manner, The Diverſities of Situation, Soil, Climate, Fuel, and Quality of Grain, 
in different Parts of the Highlands, are ſo various, that it appears impractica- 
ble to mark out a juſt Line of Diſtinction either by imaginary Boundaries, or 
by County or Parochial Diviſions. The Idea of eſtabliſhing in 1797 an Inter- 
mediate Difria is ſtill more objectionable, and cannot be ſupported on any ſolid 
Principle; and the Exemption from Malt Duty to the Extent of 500 Bolls in 
that Diſtrict, and of 450 Bolls in the Highland Diſtrict, ought at all Events to 
be immediately aboliſhed, even if the preſent Licence Syſtem is to be con» 
tinued throughout Scotland, If the Mode of Survey is to be adopted, Diſtil- 
Jeries . ſhould be allowed to be ſet up in the Highlands, at ſuch Places or Sta- 


- > 


Lions only as ſhall at all Times be acceſſible to the Officers. 


12.—What have been the Checks which the Legiſlature has enacted at 

different Times to prevent fraudulent Evaſion of the Duty on Spirits; 

wWlich of theſe have been moſt efficient; and what others can be ſug- 
” geſted which are likely to be of Advantage to the Revenue? GE 


For preventing the fraudulent Evaſion of the Duty on Spirits, when under 
Survey, the Legiſlature has enacted a great Variety of Checks, which are at pre- 
ſent in Force in England, and to be found chiefly in the Diſtillery Acts of 24 

| © Geo. II. cap. 49.—12 Geo. III. cap. 46.—14 Geo. III. cap, 73.—19 Geo. III. 
cap. 50,—21 Geo, III. cap. 55.—-23 Geo. III. cap. 70.—and 26 Geo. III. 
cap. 73, to which Reſerence is made. The Checks under the Licence Syſtem 
ſor Scotland are ſew, and are all to be found in Three Acts of the 28 Geo. III. 
cap. 46,-33 Geo. III. cap, 61—and 35 Geo, III. cap. 59. They were 
thought to be efficient enough, when enacted for the Purpoſe of ſecuring the 
Duty by this Mode; but the Reverſe his been the Fact. The firſt Improve- 
ment it is believed, that was made in the Manner of working the Stills under 
the Licence Acts, was that of expoſing a greater Surface to the Action of the 
Heat, which was done by changing the Form of che Body from a deep and 

narrow to a ſhallow and flat Shape. This was an obvious Melioration, and 
| tended evidently to facilitate the Work; but the violent Effect of the Fire 
obliged the Diſtiller in this Caſe to make uſe of a larger Head, to prevent the 
Still from running foul. With Care and Attention this ſucceeded tolerably 
well; but it ſubjected him to a conſiderable Increaſe of Duty, which he wiſhed 
to avoid. The great Deſideratum then was a Head fo conſtructed as to evade 
the Duty, and with which the Still could not poſſibly run foul let the Fire be 
ever ſo violent, In effecting this the Diſtillers alſo were ſucceſsſul, by the Adop- 
tion of a large horizontal Tube affixed to the Still Head, which received the 
boiling Waſh from the Still, and as it aſcended gradually all the Way from the 


Still lead to its Junction with the Worm Tub, the Ebullition was by. that 
| | ine 
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Time ſubſided, the Waſh run back into the Still, and nothing but the pure 
Steam entered the Worm. Theſe horizontal Tubes being at laſt ſound liable 
to Duty, various and ingenious have been the Devices the Diſtillers have had 
Recourſe to for ſupplying their Place; and it is more than to be ſuſpected, that 
by Fraud and Artifice ſome of them have but too well ſucceeded. In order, 
therefore, to annihilate completely this Species of Fraud, it has been already 
propoſed, that every Pipe, Horn, Tube, or other Apparatus connected with the Still 
or Head, aſcending or deſcending, be made expreſsly liable to be charged with the 
Duty, at leaſt till it enters the Worm, if the Worm itſelf is not to be charged, 
To this Regulation may be added, that the Worm ſhall not project above Two 
Inches beyond the Worm Tub; then immediately to fall within the Worm 
Tub at leaſt Two Inches, and no Part thereof afterwards to rife, but to continue 
_ deſcending till its Exit at the other Side of the Worm Tub. It will farther be 
neceſſary that the Diſtiller be reſtricted from having any Building about the 


Worm Tub, and that there ſhould be free Acceſs round it, fo that the Officer may 


have it in his Power at all Times to ſee that there is no Communication whatever 
«between the Still and the Worm in the Inſide of the Tub, which ought to be 
J OO on non 2 
In my Anſwer to the Tenth Query, 1 have ſuggeſted what other Checks ap- 
pear to me likely to be of Advantage to the Revenue, and ro prevent the fraudu- 
lent Evaſion of the Duty on Spirits, whether collected by Survey or by Licence; 
but there are Two Circumſtances, which I beg leave here to add as of the laſt Im- 
,portance in ſecuring the Revenue againſt Frauds and Evaſions, not only in the 
Article of Spirits, but in every other Manufacture ſubject ro Exciſe Duties, 
The Firſt is, that the Officers who have the charging of theſe Duties ſhould be 
faithful (as well as intelligent and active) and beyond the Reach of Corruption, 
Without this no Branch of the Revenue can be made effectual, or guarded againſt 


Frauds, To attain this Object, all the Officers ſhould have ſuch Salaries as will 


enable them to live independent of their Traders.; thoſe who behave well ſhould be 
further rewarded by Promotion; and thoſe who betray their Truſt, either from 
corrupt or negligent Habits, ought to be puniſhed by Diſmiſſion from the Service 
(if found guilty after a fair Trial) and never again employed in it. The Second 
Circumſtance, alſo of infinite Conſequence, as well to the ſccuting and recover- 
ing the Duties, as to the preventing and puniſhing ſraudulent Practices, is 
the Support of good Officers in charging theſe Duties, and executing the Laws 
:againſt:Defaulters and Offenders, to be given by the Juſtices of the Peace within 
their reſpective Bounds. Unleſs the Juſtices do their Duty not only impartially 
but ſpiritedly, Taxes will not be recovered, Forfeitures are in vain declared or 
Penalties held out in the Statute Book. It has long been a too general Com- 
plaint, that Offences againſt the Laws of Exciſe are not puniſhed in Scotland as 
in England, where, upon due Proof of the Fact, either the full Penalty or a very 
large Part of it is impoſed. The Board, however, have been obliged repeatedly 
to repreſent to the Lords of the Treaſury, that in many Counties in Scotland 
.Defendants brought before the, Juſtices are often either acquitted altogether, con- 


-trary to Law and Evidence, or adjudged to pay the moſt trifling and inconfider. 


able Sum; Seizures of Goods, though made on legal Grounds, are often reſtored, 


and Traders have been ſometimes acquitted from Payment ef Arrears, thou 


juſtly incurred. It is a material Defe& in the Law of Scotland, that there is no 
ſuperintending Juriſdiction over Juſtices of the Peace in Matters of Revenue, as 
in England, where the Court of King's Bench has ſuch ſuperintending Juriſdic- 
tion over all Juſtices, who may be and often are proſecuted by Information for 
refuſing to act agreeably to Law, or for = contrary to it, and are puniſhed 
FED | * e 
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at the Diſcreiion of the Court, It were therefore to be wiſhed, as a Meaſure 
that would prove of great Utility to the Scotch Revenue, that either the Court of 
Exchequer or Court of Seſſions ſhould be by Law inveſted with a ſimilar ſuper- 
intending Juriſdiction, ſo as upon Motion or Complaint on the Part of the 
Crown, to ſet aſide illegal or improper Judgments, or Orders by the Juſtices of 
the Peace, in Matters relative to the King's Revenue or its Officers; to puniſh 
Juſtices for refuſing to obey, or for wilfully diſobeying any Law of Exciſe, and 
to compel them to act more agrecably to their Duty in Time coming. 


13. Can it be aſcertained, to a practicable Degree of Accuracy, what 
Form and Capacity of a Still, and of the Head and other Parts of the 

_ . diſtilling Apparatus, and made of what Metal and Thickneſs, and erected 
with what Materials, and in what Manner (particularly in regard to the 
Degree of the Angle which the Pipe or Hora ſhall form with the Head) 
will produce the greateſt Quantity, in proportion to the Capacity, of 
wholeſome Spirits, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, diſtilled from 
the beſt Grain, and the beſt Proportion of that Grain as to Quantity, and 

with the beſt Fuel, alſo employed in the beſt Proportion? 


Me 14.—Can the utmoſt Quantity of ſuch Spirits which ſuch Still and 
| ale” could yield, under ſuch Circumſtances, in Twenty-four Hours, 
an c | 


d in a Year, be aſcertained? _ 


15,-If the Capacity of ſuch Stills were 1 8. or diminiſhed, can 
the Degree of Diſadvantage be aſcertained (in reſpect of the Quantity of 
Spirits equally ſtrong and wholeſome to be procured in the ſame Time) 
Which would be incurred (the other Circumſtances above-mentioned re- 
maining the ſame) according to the Amount of ſuch Increaſe or Dimi- 
nution of Capacity; for Example, ſuppoſing the moſt productive Capacity 

to be Forty Gallons, can the Diſadvantage, in reſpect of Quantity, be 

_ aſcertained, which would be incurred by uſing Two Stills of Twenty 

 _ Gallons each, inſtead of One of Forty Gallons, or in uſing One of 
Eighty Gallons inſtead of Two of Forty Gallons cach? | 


16, Can the Degree of Difference be aſcertained, which there would 

be in the Quantity of ſuch Spirits produced in a given Time, under Cir- 

cumſtances alike in all other Reſpects, from good Grain and inferior Grain, 

ſuch Grain in both Caſes being wholly 65k ; ſpecifying the Grounds of 

3 between what is generally underſtood by good and inferior 
f | e 


©  17.—The ſame Queſtion, in Caſes where Malt and Raw Grain are 
uſed in equal Proportions? 5 


HS T e that much more ſolid and ſatisfactory Anſwers will be made to 
theſe Five Queſtions by ſkilful Chemiſts, experienced Diſtillers, and other prac- 

tical Perſons, than I could pretend to give from any Knowledge of the Subject 

I poſſeſs, or any Information I have received, which laſt coincides very much 
| With what is ſtated as to the material Points in the Anſwers to theſe Queſtions 
given by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, and Meflts. Maitlard and Leven, Ge- 
neral Superviſors. FN} FW: ot . 


18.— What 


1538.— What is the Difference, in point of the Quantity and Whole 
ſomeneſs of Spirits, between the Uſe of Grain of the ſame Quality when 
malted, and when half malted and half rs 4 el Ge 1 
The Difference in Point of Quantity between Grain of the ſame Quality uſed 
in the Diſtillery when malted, and when half of it is malted, and the other half 
raw, is generally agreed to be about Two Gallons from a Boll. I have already 
ſaid, in Anſwer to the Fifth Queſtion, that, in point of I holgſamene, I cannot 
think there is much Difference, the Materials from which the Spirits are ex- 
tracted being the ſame in both Caſes; and though the mating may give a Taſte 


and Flavour more agreeable to ſome Perſons than Spirits from unmalted Grain, 


I do not fee how it ſhovid add much if any Thing to its wholeſome Quality. I 


conceive that if both Kinds of Spirits -are fairly made from theſe Materials 
(without any noxious or improper Mixture or other Ingredient) their unwhole- 


ſome Effects will proceed only from their being taken to Exceſs, which it is to 


be lamented is too frequent a Practice in Scotland among the labouting Poor and 
lower Claſs. Debility, Diſeaſe, and even Death, are thereby too often pro- 
duced. 8 | os va 


| 19.—The ſame Queſtion with Ne 13, ſuppoſing Scotch Coal to be 
the Fuel uſed? 8 1 —- | 
20, + he ſame, if Newcaſtle Coal ? 
21. The ſame, if Peat? 


The Subject of theſe Three Queſtions being connected with that of Queſtion 
13th, I cannot give the Committee any Information deſerving their Attention. 


22.-—What are the Reaſons to be aſſigned for and againſt carrying on 
the Diſtilleries, in any and what Reſpect, on Sundays ? | : 


I concur entirely wich the Board of Exciſe, in their full and ſtrong Anſwer to 
this Quellion, and have only to add, that the Practice of diſtilling on Sundays (by 
which is meant charging, boiling, and diſcharging completely the Stills as on any 
other Day) was very little known, if at all practiſed, by Preſbyterians or any other 


Perſons in Scotland, prior to the Year 1786 ; bur ſince the Introduction of the 


Licence Syſtem, and particularly of late Years, it has univerſally prevailed among 
thoſe Diſtillers, who (as the Attorney General ſaid in the Houſe of Lords) appear 
to be © too great for the Laws either of God or Man,” and their Example has 
been followed, in many Inſtances, by thoſe of the middling Claſs. By the Scots 
Statutes, 1661, cap. 18.— 1672, cap. 22.1693, Cap. 40. —1695, cap. 13.—and 
1701, cap. 11,-every Perſon guilcy of profaning the Sabbath Day in any Manner 
whatever, is made liable in a pecuniary Penalty (of Ten Pounds, i. e. 16s. 8d. 


Sterling) toties quoties, to be recovered by Prolecution before Sheriffs, Juſtices of 


the Peace, or any other Judge Ordinary ; and the Miniſter of every Pariſh, the 
Kirk Seſſion, or the Preſbytery, or a Perſon named by them, is entitled to pro- 


e cute. I his is the Law; but it is ſtated in the Memorial from the County of 


Edinburgh, of 13th April 1798, that © the Kirk Seſſion of Saint Cuthbert's, 
„that is the Veſtry, had endeavoured to prevent the Diſtillers in the Neigh- 


* bourhood of Edinburgh from working upon the Sunday by an Action at 


* Common Law, but hitherto ineffectually. It ſeems, therefore, now to be 


_ abſolutely 


. P 3 1 
e 
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unneceſſary Practice; and for the better 


abſolutely neceſſary to prohibit, by a very high Penalty, this moſt immoral and 
carrying this Prohibition into Effect, 


to authorize the Officers of Exciſe to enter every Still Houſe on that Day or 
Night (as well as every lawful Day or. Night) without a Conſtable, that frag. 
mw examine whether the Stills are or Tave been at work or nog "717 


* 


Al which is moſt hu andy ſubmitted * 
| Jobn Bonar, 


Solicitor for the Exciſe in Scotland. 
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Number Number | Sorts 
of of Quarters of of 
Brewing. Meal uſed. Meal, 
1ſt Day, Wheat 
January Quarters 
| 49 Barley 
178, b 
| Malt 
Bus“ 


Number 
of 
Buſhels. 


104 
104 
112 


320 


Worts from 


2 * 
** 


Weight Worts from 
of iſt Maſh in the iſt Maſh in the 

Meal, Underbacks. Coolers, 
Cwt, qrs. Ibs No. Inches. Gallons, | No. Inches. Gallons. 
35 + 94014 6 gk | is 97 O00 
46 1 200 2. — 5002. — 800 

| 8 

40 © f... „ = 700 
2, — £500 Gallons 2,400 


# 


Brough: from 2d Maſh 1,700 


Total Gallons of Worts made from 1ſt and 2d Mah 4, 100 
55 | 


9 5 
Gallons 2,450 2 


Wort fre q 
2d Maki js 
the Underh eo 


No, Inches, 


1 — 90 ; 


JT, — 500 


2. — 90⁰ 


2. — 2 


& 


| 
2d 
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% sPENT WASH ACCOUNT. 
8 5 1 from Quantity of Wor . ; Oel pie Worts] Worts from the | Returns in | 
af 1 2d Math in the from - Coolers ſet in remaining in the | 3d Maſh in the the Grains, | Spent Waſh, 
| | tne Fermentation Fos e Underbacks. Copper, | * » | 
lerback Cooler. "Rr: Hon rs ader Copp I lache Bag. Lach- Gali, 
| Back, No 1. 
es. Co, Inches. Gallons. Inch. Gals Sallons,] No Inches, Gallons. | 
- {0 4. — - HBO 1ſt Cooler — 846 3 1, — 500 
| maining in 354 | 
= £0 Ic, — GOO 2d Dꝰ arc 752 6th Cooler ow 500 
| 1 | | Wort ſet ) ; | 
— 500 6. —— 500 3d D* — 658 n Ferwen $3,500 1. 3 500 
. I Inches 3,100 
Evaporated | | 2 
* 20 Gallons 1,700 4th D? — 564 in cong 246 2, -» 500 
| E.,. EN f # 
cthD* —564| - —| 1, — 300 
| | Gallons 4, 100 | 
6th D? — 116 2. — 500 
Gallons 3,500 J. — 100 
| — | Gallons 3,100 
I Back ſet Gal* — — 
4% 3 K 


e Tow aa ©. a Ee adm, Ana 
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Appendix, Ne 4 


ANSWERS of Mr. JOHN MAITLAND, 
General Surveyor of Exciſe in Scotland, 


To certain in QUESTION NS ſubmitred to him reſpeating the Scotch Dilley | 


„ WHAT v was the Mode 2 impoſing, and the Proportion of the 
Duty on Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, in the Ten ST pre- - 
vious to 1786, when the Licence Syſtem was adopted 5 750 


2.—What was the Amount of Oy collected in each of thoſe Year 
as aa N 


3. What has been the Mode of ul ng, and the Pe e * 
the Duty, in each reſpective Year, from 1786 incluſive, to the preſent 
Time; diſtinguiſhing the Res Modes. and „eee in the dif- 
ferent Diſtricts? 


4.—What has been the Aichi of ths 3 collected in at 15 
thoſe Years reſpectively; diſtinguiſhing ſeparately ſuch Amount as was 
collected i in the ſame Years in the different Diſtricts ? | 


K SJ am not poſſeſſed of proper Materials to enable me to Se Anffiers to 


the 1ſt, 2d, 3d, and 4th a. e muſt 2 8 Lene to refer to Wow that will be 
made by the Board oe as C78 


5.— Can any praQticably accurate Method TY deviſed, 4s © uni 
and ſecuring the Spirits made and ſold for Conſum mpeg, to be of as whole- 
ſome à Quality as is compatible with the Nature of ſuch a Liquor diſtilled 
a⁊t the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, from the different 
SBraorts of Grain, malted or raw, uſed for that Purpoſe 1 in Scotland "+ 


It is very difficult to deviſe. any practical Method of aſcertaining and ſecuring. 
Spirits made for Home Conſumption, to be of as wholeſome a Quality as is com- 
patible with the Nature. of ſuch Liquor, diſtilled from malted or raw Grain in 
Scotland, ſo as to be accurate. 

It has been ſtated by Evidence beſore the Honourable Committee, that, before 

the Licence Syſtem took place, and when the Duty was laid upon the Waſh, 
the Spirits were worſe in Quality than ſince the Duty has, been charged by Ee; | 
cence on the Content of the Stills. | 

I am. of Opinion this might in a great Meaſure. be in Conſequence of the 
Diſtillers then making their Waſh very ſtrong to ſave the Duty, and by their 
evading that Duty altogether, by fraudulently charging their Stills by Means of 
falſe Keys. and Seals, and forcing a a quick Diſtillation, which, from their Stills be- 
ing large, of a cylindrical Shape, with ſmall Heads, brought over great Part 

the eſſential Oils; and the Waſh being made from a large Proportion of raw 
Grain mixed amongſt the malted, muſt doubtleſs have produced a diſagreeable 
and bad Spirit, It has alſo been faid, by the Uſe of Copper Worms that were 
not tinned 99 this 2 4 Ne ory . 2 | bad T ate, but are thereby 


Wo = a | | $4, LD rendered 


| Tendered unwholeſome by the Verdigris that comes off the Copper. Some 


1 . a wes ; At | | es 5 1 | 4 7 = + 1 vv ' 2 159 fs | 15 1 - 
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Time ago I was told by Mr. Adam Murray, Diſtiller, in Edinburgh, who is a Man 
of Veracity and very fair Character, that he was adviſed to try a Copper Worm, 
which he did; but that after uſing it ſome Time, he obſerved the Low Wines 
which had come off from that Worm ſtanding in the Receiver as green as Graſs, 
and he ſaid his Mind was never at Eaſe until he got quit of the Copper Worm. 
I therefore am of Opinion, the moſt pleaſant, and wholeſome Spirit is made from 
Malt, without any Mixture of raw Grain, diſtilled by a ſlow Proceſs, from a well- 


fermented weak Waſh, diveſted entirely, or as much as poſſible, of the eſſential 


Oils, and where no Copper Worms are uſed but what are completely tinned on 
the Inſide, If the Legiſlature was to prohibit Diſtillers from uſing any raw Grain, 
and oblige them, under a high Penalty, ro make their Waſh entirely from Malt, the 
Spirits produced would be more pleaſant, and the Revenue very much increaſed by 


the Duty on the Malt. 


It has been alledged, that ſome Diſtillers and Dealers in Spirits have mixed 
Ingredients amongſt their Spirits, that are dee med unpleaſant, and even not health- 
ful, for the Purpoſe of making them appear to the Taſte and in a Glaſs to be 
ſtronger than they really are. Whether, however, ſuch Mixtures be actually pre- 
judicial to the Health of the Conſumer or not, it would be Preſumption in me to 
determine ; but I have been told that Spirits which have been ſo mixed, may 
be diſcovered by putting cold Water amongſt the Spirit, this will cauſe the Co- 
lour to change, firſt to a whitiſh and then to a blueiſh Tinge ; and by good Judges, 


Spirits with theſe Mixtures in them are known by the Flavour and Taſte, 


6.—What has been the Average Retail Price of Scotch Spirits, Glas 


x 


Proof, during the laſt Six Months, in Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Aberdeen, and 


- | Inverneſs, relpeftively? _ Er og „ 
The Average Retail Prices of Scotch Spirits, Glaſs Proof, during Six Months 


paſt, has already been proved by Evidences before the Committee; at any Rate I 


could only ſpeak to Edinburgh, having no Knowledge of any other Place. 


. — What is the higheſt Price per Gallon, at which wholeſome Spi- 

. ..-._ Fits, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be ſold for Conſumption 
in Scotland, without the Hazard of Competition by illegal Practices at Home, 

or Importation from the Continent, or from Ireland? | 


lam of Opinion, that wholeſome Spirits made from Malt, without any Mixture 


of raw Grain, and of the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may 


be ſold by the Diſtiller for Conſumption in Scotland from Six Shillings and Six 


Pence to Seven Shillings and Six Pence per Gallon, without Hazard of Com- 
petition by illegal Practices, either at Home or from Abroad ; but if theſe Spirits 
could be afforded to be Told much below the above Prices, the Brewery would 
be materially affected, and alſo the Health of the lower Claſs of People. 


_ 8,—How much of that Price per Gallon can the Manufacturer afford 
to pay as Duty to Government, leaving him a fair and ample Profit, cal- 
_ culated according to the Average Price of Grain, Fuel, Labour, and other 
Charges, during the laſt Ten Years; ſpecifying the particular Grounds of 

PEE. OD ORD I oa 

The Prices of Grain, Fuel, Labour, and other Charges, may vary conſiderably 
in different Parts of Scotland, it would therefore be impoſſible to diſcriminate and 
make a Diſtinction betwixt one Place and another, as to Rates of Duty, but in 


my Opinion che Manufacturer of Spirits in every Diſtrict may afford to Pays, 8s 


* 
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Duty to . from Two Shillings and Six Pence to Three Shilliagn per 


5 Callon, of the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, and if theſe 


Spirits brought him from Six Shillings and Six Pence to Seven Shillings and Six 
Pence per Gallon in he Market, he would have a fair and ample Profit, ſuppoſing 6 
the Grain to coſt Twenty Shillings the Boll, and that the Produce was Ten 
Gallons of Spirits from each Boll, and calculating the other Expences, of Fuel, La- 
bour, Wages, &c. at One Shilling per Gallon, (which is a very full Eſtimate) the 
Spirits would then coſt the Dittller Five Shillings and Six Pence or Six/Shillings 
r Gallon, and ſo leave him a Profit of One ably, and Six e for each ONO 
Nat to Sale. | | © . | 
he may it 10 expeted that the 1 1 th of ſuch Doties 
| would amount to, calculated upon the beſt Opinion that you can form of 
the Population and Conſumption of the Country? 


It is impoſſible to give an Anſwer to this Query but by Contains i 
of courſe mult be fallacious, and not to be depended upon; a Kind of Calculation 
may however be made from the Population of the Country, and a ſuppoſed Con- 
ſumpt, of what may be expected the Annual Produce of che Duties on Spirics 
made in Scotland would amount to. 

It is ſaid there are One Million Six Hooded: T We People in Scotland, | 
but ſay that the One Half of that Number are Children or Women who drink 
no Spirits, and ſuppoſe that the other Half conſume upon an Average at the 

Rate of Half a Gill each Perſon every Day, this would make the Annual Con- 
ſumpt amount to 4,562,500 Gallons, One Third Part however of thele Spirits 
may be ſuppoſed to be Foreign, and the remaining Two Thirds, viz. 3,041,667 


Gallons Home made; ſuppoſing, that by the Time theſe Spirits are fold to the 


Conſumer they are reduced to Glaſs Proof, the Duty on which may be ſtated 
at Two Shillings per Gallon, the Produce of Revenue by this Calculation would 
be Three Hundred and Four Thouſand One Hundred and Fifty-ſix Pounds. 
It may be thought rather too large a Quantity of Spirits as Half a Gill to be con- 
ſumed Daily by each Perſon, as the higher Claſs are not ſuppoſed to drink much 
Spirits, but from the univerſal Practice of the greateſt Number of the lower Order 
of People in Scotland, many of whom 1 ſuppoſed to conſume much more 
than Half a Gill, ee in plain Spirits or diluted with Water, the Annual Amount 
of Duty that might be expected to be produced in Scotland, without Injury to 

the Country, may be calculated at Three Hundred Thoufand Pounds, _ 

If the Duty was to be laid on Spirits as high as Three Shillings and Six Pence 
or Three Shillings and Eight Pence per Gallon, and the Sale Prices raiſed in pro- 

portion, the Conſumpt would no Doubt be conſiderably leſſened; but I am of 
Opinion the Revenue would be fully compenſated by the Increaſe of the Duties 
on Beer and Ale, for the Price of Spirits being high, would be a Mean to incite the 
lower Claſs of People to drink good Ale, which would be much more ee | 
ro their Health and Morals than any Kind of Spirits whatever. : 


' 10,—What will be the beſt Method of impoſing and e thi 8 

Duty, ſo as to guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, and incur the leaſt Expence 

in proportion to the Amount of its Produce; and in particular, will it be 
better, under all the Circumſtances of the Country, to adhere to the Syl- 


tem of Licence, or to reloer to the rt, or 2 other Method of 
Survey ? 


This Query- is of ſuch . and the ee fo very material 
ro o the + Revenue the OTE at large and . Trade itſelf, that J find. as — 4 


to the Amount of its Produce, at a leſs Expence to the Revenue than any other 


Bi 
<5 Krone * 
5 #- r 
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ovnequal to give ſuch an Anſwer to it as the Subject requires, op Auer rok; 
my own Mind, for it is certainly a difficult Matter for any Individual to ſay what 


may be the 2% Mode of levying the Duty on Spirits made in Scotland, ſo as to 


ard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, produce a wholeſome good Spirit, and put every 
Perſon upon an equal Footing, for all theſe Things muſt” be confidered'; but 1 
ſhall ſtate my Sentiments, and what occurs to me, with Impartiality, and to the 
- beſt of my judgment. . J7CCVVVVVT og 
By the preſent Licence Syſtem the Duty is certainly collected, in proportion 


Mode ; but whether it may be the #2 or not, under all the Circumſtances of the 
Country, 1 will rot take upon me to determine. If the Legiſlature ſhall Judge 
it proper to continue the preſent Syſtem, I am of Opinion it may be neceſſary, for 
the Security of the Revenue, to have ſeveral additional Checks; thoſe that occur 
to me are as follows: — The Head of the Still to riſe in a perpendicular Manner, 
the Diameter at the Top thereof not to exceed Six Inches; the Horn or Con- 
ductor to go off from the Head of the Still in a diagonal Form, at an Angle of 
Forty- five Degrees, until it fairly joins the Worm, within Ten or Twelve Inches 
of the Worm Tub or Refrigerating Veſſel, and in no Part of that Conductor is 
the Diameter to be more than the Diameter at 'the Top of the Head of the Still, 
Which is Six Inches. The Worm Tub to be ſo placed or ſituated that the Officers 
of Exciſe ſhall be enabled at all Times to walk round it. No Hole or Aperture 
allowed to be in any Part of the Worm; and the Diſtiller to be obliged, at the 
Requeſt of the Officer of Exciſe, to run off the Water as far off the Worm as to 
allow him to make a full Inſpec ion of it. No Pipe or Tube to be joined to or 
connected with the Body of the Still but the Charging Pipe, the Diameter of 
which not to exceed Two Inches and a Half in any One Part thereof: The 
Charging Cock on this Pipe to be fixed not above Three Inches Diſtance from the 
Still, No Opening to be allowed in the Body of the Still but the Breaſt or Sight 
Hole, and the Diſcharge Cock. And in gauging of the Stills, ſo as to aſcertain 
their Contents, no Allowances to be made for any Iron Work that may be intended 
to be uſed during the Operation of diſtilling, within either the Waſh or Low Wine 
Stills. In place of confining the Duty to the Capacity of the Stills and Heads, 
it may, perhaps, be judged proper to extend the charging thereof to the Con- 
_ tents of every Horn, Pipe, or Tube, of whatever Shape or Conſtruction, that may 
be affixed to, or joined either to the Body or Head of the Still, until ſuch Horn, 
Eco. actually unites with the Worm, or to the Diſtance of Two Feet or Twenty- 
four. Inches from the Water in the Refrigerating Veſſel or Worm Tub. The 
Contents of the Worm itſelf might alſo be included in the Charge of Duty, until 
the Low Wines or Spirits fairly run off into a Receiver on the Outſide of the 
Worm Tub: But perhaps the including that Utenſil might lead to a Kind of 
Monopoly, as it would be a Mean to prevent Diſtilleries from being erected but 
Where there was a great Command of Water, or by Traders who could afford 
to pay for the erecting of Steam Engines to force up proper Supplies of Water. 
But if the Worms were to be exempted from Duty, the Legiſlacure might reſtrict 
their Size to a certain Proportion of the Content of the Body of the Still. 
It has been ſtated to the Committee, that ſome Diſtillers paid a. much leſs 
Duty for the Spirits 1 by them than others did, who could not work off 
their Stills ſo rapidly, by which Means they were not upon an equal Footing, If 
the Licence Syſtem is ſtill continued, the Diſtillers may be put on a more 
equal Footing, and the great Rapidity- of Diſtillation prevented by a Reſtriftion 
of the Shape and Conſtruction of he Stills. If the Body of the Stills were to be 
cylindrical for Two Feet or I wo Feet and a Half of their perpendicular Height, 
tom the Top of the. Crown to the upper Part of the Lip or Neck, and the 


Diamęter 
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Diameter prohibited from being leſs in any Part of that Height than the Diameter 
at the Bottom of the Still, this would, in my Opinion, produce the deſired Effect, 
whatever -the Size of the Still may be. Whether any of theſe Regulations may 
be judged by the Honourable Committee proper to be adopted under the 
Licence Syſtem, there is One other, Which, as a Revenue Officer, I do think 
abſolutely neceſſary to aboliſh, and that is, the preſent Practice of Diſtillers ſending 
out their Spirits with their own Certificates, which. may be attended with very 
bad Conſequences. The Forfeiture of all Spirits, both Foreign and Home- made, 

that ſhall be found conveying without an Exciſe Permit, is the only Security 

: againſt Smuggling, or illegal Diſtillation. It may alſo be for the Security of the 
Revenue, to prohibit Diſtillers having any Coppers with cloſe Heads for heating 
of Water, boiling Worts, &c. but that they ſhall all be open, and of the fame 

Conſtruction as thoſe. uſed by Brewers. And IJ ſubmit, that ſeyere Penalties , 
ſhould be inflicted by the Legiſlature, without any Mitigation, for Attempts to 
accelerate. the Proceſs of Diſtillation by the heating of Waſh or Low Wines 
before being put into the Stills, or otherwiſe evading the Duties. 
The other Mode, of collecting the Duty on Spirits by Survey, although there 


is no Doubt but it would be attended with a greater Expence than the Licence 
Syſtem, yet it is more congenial to the Exciſe than any other, and as it is ſtill 
adhered to in England, it may from that Circumſtance be thought to be the 
beſt. For although very great Frauds were undoubtedly committed by Diſtillers 
when formerly under Survey, the giving the Officers ſuch Salaries as would enable 
them to live independent and wich Decency, and the fraudulent Practices in the 
Diſtillery being now much better known, there is Reaſon to think the Revenue 
avahthbe eel... oe ES wo tn i. VVV 
But for that Purpoſe it would be neceſſary, if that Mode was to be adopted, 
for the Legiſlature to impoſe additional Rules and Regulations to thoſe e 8 
in Force, ſuch as, the Duty ſhould be charged on the Gauges of the Worts as well 
as the Waſh, and the Strength of the Worts and Waſh reſtricted to be of a certain 
Degree, if found ſtronger, to be liable to a higher Rate of Duty, I am told 
there is an Inſtrument uſed by Brewers called a Saccharinometer, that will aſcer- 
tain the Strength of Worts or Waſh, but of this I have no perſonal Knowledge, 
having never ſeen one uſed; but confining the Diſtiller to uſe a weak Waſh, 
would be e produce a better Spirit than if he was to diſtil from very 
C.... io i, tt IE 
I; * that an Account may be taken by the Officers of Exciſe of the Quantity 
of Grain uſed by the Diſtiller, a Notice in Writing ſhould be given to the Officer 
ſome Hours previous to the Maſh being intended to be made up, ſpecifying the 
exact Time of maſhing, and the Quantity of Grain intended to be maſhed, The 
Diſtiller to provide proper Scales and Weights and Apparatus for weighing the 
Grain before being put into the Maſh Tub; and if the Grain is not maſhed within 
an Hour after the Time ſpecified in the Notice, a freſh Notice to be given to 
The Officer to attend agreeable to fuch Notice to ſee the Grain weighed, and 
the Maſh made up, and to inſert the Amount of the Weight in his Book, and to 
make the following Charge of Duty thereon; viz. for every Hundred: Pounds. 
Weight Avoirdupois, Fifty Gallons of Wort, or Waſh, and ſo in proportion for 
a greater or leſs Quantity. The Diſtillers to provide ſufficient . Covers and 
Faſtenings for their Maſh Tubs, to be approved of in Writing by the Superviſor 
of the Diſtrict; the Superviſor to provide proper Locks, at the Expence of the 
Diſtiller, for locking down the Covers of the Maſh Tubs, which are at all Times 


to be locked and ſealed down by the Officer, except when the Maſh is making; or 
made up. High Penaltics on the Diſtiller adding freſh Grain without the Knowledge 
of the Officer, maſhing privately, or CT LAY The Charge of Duty to be 
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net impoſing and collecting the 
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made from the Weight of the Grain, the Gauges of the Worts or Waſh, which- 


| Ever of them are higheſt. The Stills to be ſo ſituated that the Officer ſhall haye 


free Acceſs at all Times to take his Gauges, and to inſpect the Breaft Hole, and 
Head of the Still, without Interuption or Impediment of any Kind. No Bag or 
Cover allowed to be placed on the Diſcharge Cocks, of either the Waſh or Low 
Wine Stills, but the ſpent Waſh and Faints to run off from the Stills in open 
View of the Officer. Theſe Regulations, added to former ones, I am of Opinion 

would tend much to ſecure the Duty, if it is to be charged upon the Diſtillery 

Another Mode of impoſing a Duty on Spirits made in Scotland, may be done 

partly by Licence and partly by Survey; viz. that every Diſtiller, before he begins 
to make or brew any Worts or Waſh for Diſtillation, be obliged to take out a 
Licence for that Purpoſe, ſuch Licence to be granted within the Limits of the 
Chief Office of Exciſe in Edinburgh, by and under the Hands and Seals of 
Two of the Commiſſioners of Exciſe ; and in other Parts of Scotland, under the 
Hands and Seals of the Collector and Superviſor of the Diſtrict where ſuch 
Diſtiller ſhall reſide. The Diſtiller to give Bond, with Two ſufficient Sureties, 
to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, or the beforeſaid Collectors and Superviſors, for 


the due Payment of ſuch Licence Duty at the following Rates ; viz. for every 


Still of Gallons Content in the Body, excluſive of the Head, a Licence 
Duty of Pounds Sterling; and for every Gallon of the Content of every 
Still above . Gallons, excluſive of the Head, a further Licence Duty of © 


Pounds per Gallon: Which Licence Duties ſhall be paid in advance, the Twelfth 
Part thereof at taking out the ſaid Licence, and a Twelfth Part every ſucced- 
ing Month, to the End of the Year. And over and above ſuch Licence Duties 
there be charged a Duty, at the Rate of per Gallon, upon every Gallon 


of Worts or Waſh, under the ſame Rules, Regulations, and Reſſrictions as are 


mentioned above. Which of theſe Modes of impoſing the Duty on Spirits made 
in Scotland may be the beſt, I cannot take upon me to fay, conſidering all the 
various Circumſtances that may occur, It is therefore left to the Judgment of 


the Honourable Committee to determine which of them to prefer. 


11. —Ougght there to be re ol tt, ne as to the Quantity or Mode of 

uty in the different Parts of Scotland, on 

Account of the Difference of the Quality of the Grain produced, of the 

Fuel found in thoſe different Parts, and of other Circumſtances ; and if 
there ought, what ſhould that Difference be? . e 


To make a Diſtinction as to the Quantity or Mode of impoſing and collecting 


the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland, on Account of the Difference of the 
Quality of the Grain, Fuel, &c. would, in my humble Opinion, be a very difficult 
Matter, as 1 do not ſee how the Legiſlature could eaſily diſcriminate betwixt one 
Diſtrict and another, there being various Circumſtances that may occur in all or 
molt of the ſeveral Diſtricts of the Country. The more Northern and Weſtern 
Parts of Scotland, or what is denominated the Highlands, from the particular 


Situation and Climate of thoſe Parts, mn} cry expect ſome Diſtinction; but 


as the ſubjecting Diſtillers in any one Part of the Country to a lower Rate of Duty 
than another, might be a great Inlet to Fraud, in my humble Opinion the only 
Indulgence that could with Safety be given to the Highlands, would be to allow 
the Diſtillers in that Part of the Country to ere and uſe Stills of a ſmaller Size 
than what are permitted in the Lowlands; that is, if the preſent Licence Syſtem is 
adhered to; but if the Duty is to be charged by Survey, no Indulgence nced be 

given. ' The Legillature, however, ſhould prohibic any Diſtillery from being 

oreftcd in the Highlands but in Villages, or where the Officer of Exciſe can be 


Peper accommodated: with a Place w reſide in contiguous to the Diſtillery. _ 


* 
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gat different Times to prevent fraudulent Evafion'of the Duty on Spirits; 
which of thoſe have been moſt efficient; and What others can be ſuggeſt. 
ed which are likely to be of Advantage to the Revenue? 


When the Duty on Spirits in Scotland was charged on the Waſh, by Survey 
of the Officers, the principal Checks were; the Waſh Gutters to be always open; 
Notices given for the charging the Stills; locking up the Stills and Heads by the 
Officer after they were charged, &c. All theſe, however, were found inſufficient, 
by the Arts of the Diſtillers, very great Frauds committed, and Duty evaded; by 
the Diſtillers charging their Stills privately, by Means of falſe Keys and Seals, 
Detections and Diſcoveries of which were made on ſeveral Traders; thoſe falſe 
Keys they eaſily got made by any neighbouring Biackſmith ; and the Commile 
ſioners of Exciſe no ſooner ordered a new Seal to be uſed at any Diſtillery; than 
the Diſtiller immediately took off the Impreſſion, and had the Fellow of it cut 
by an F ngraver in Edinburgh, Glaſgow, &c. The Deficiency of Waſh with which 
the Stills were charged privately from the Waſh Tuns, was Tupplicd with Worts 
from the Coolers ; and aithough an Account of theſe Worts had been taken on 
the Coolers as a Check by the Officer, and were afterwards found amiſſing of 
deficient, yet ſuch Account did not conſtitute a legal Ground 6f Charge againſt 
the Trader, Devices were fallen upon to prevent the falſe Seals taking EFe&, . 
by directing the Officer to change the Number of the Seal as often as he ſaw Cauſe, 
and ſingle Figures were iſſued by the Commiſſioners Order for that Purpoſe, but 
all did not do. Some of the Officers who ſurveyed Piſtilleries were ſuſpected of 
being corrupted by the Diſtillers, and were diſcharged the Service, upon the-Board 
being properly informed of that Fact. I had Acceſs to know One Inſtance of an 
Endeavour to bribe: an Officer, not immediately indeed by the Diſtiller himſelf, 
but by his Brother, who took a Concern of, or was a Partner in the Trade. To 
prevent the very groſs Frauds and Evaſions of Duty that were then practiſed 
by the Diſtillers, the Board. of Exciſe ordered Watchmen to be placed upon 
their Works, over and above the ſurveying Officers; and there being at that 
Time a very extenſive Diſtillery carried on near 1 4 by Mr. James 


£ * 


e Board, I placed 


* 


F A 


Haig, .in conſequence of. the above-mentioned Ofder of rd, I 
Six Farettann as Watchmen on that Work. (Expe@ants ate qualified in every 
Reſpect as Exciſe Officers, having. Commiſſions, &c. but who, having no efta- 
| bliſhed Diviſion or Appointment, are only allowed Salary when they do Duty as 
Officers, they are denominated Expectants.) One of theſe Expectants, viz. John 
| Gordon, came up to me one Evening and preſented Five Guinea Notes of the 
Royal Bank of Scotland, which he faid he had juſt got por into his Hand by 
Mr. Robert Haig, one of Mr. James Haig's Brothers. Having learned all the 
Particulars of this Tranſaction from Gordon, I immediately ſtared the fame ina 
Letter to the Board, in which I incloſed the Five Guinea Notes, and ſent the 
Letter by Gordon to the Exciſe Office; in conſequence of which a Proſecution 
Vas ordered in the Exchequer, and I believe Mr. Robert Haig paid a Compoſi- 
tion of Fifty Pounds, and Mr. Gordon got the Five Guineas, _ . . 
I have ſtated, in my Anſwer to the Tenth Query, what Checks appear to me 
neceſſary for the Security of the Revenue, over and above thoſe formetiy in 
Force; but there is One Regulation which I think abſolurely neceſſary, and that 
is, to prohibir totally the Erection of high Walls or other Buildings about Diſ- 
tilleries, or the keeping large Dogs, by which the Officers are prevented from 
entering the Works but at the Hazard of loſing their Lives, or being much hurt. 

It would therefore be proper for the Legiſlature, in my Opinion, to prohitie 
ſuch Hindrances not only at Diſtilleries, but to extend the Prohibition to Soapers,. 
Starch Makers, and indeed every Exciſeable Trader, ſo as the Officers may be 
_ enabled at all Times to do their Duty with Safety. : 1 . 

13. - Can 
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1F ha rs 13,—Can it be aſcertained, to a practicable Degree of Accuracy, what 
1H Feiern and Capacity of a Still, and of the Head and other Parts of the 
| 1 Aaiſtihling Apparatus, and made of what Metal and Thickneſs, and erected 


with what Materials, and in what Manner, (particularly in Regard to the 
Degree of the Angle which the Pipe or Horn ſhall form with the Head) 
VMuo.ll produce the greateſt Quantity, in proportion to the Capacity, of 
_ © wholeſome Spirits, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, diſtilled from 
| the beſt Grain, and the beſt Proportion of that Grain as to Quantity, and 
With the beſt Fuel, alſo employed in the beſt Proportion? 


The particular Form and Capacity of a Still and other Apparatus that will 
produce the greateſt Quantity of wholeſome Spirits, in proportion, diſtilled from 

„ the beſt Grain, Fuel, &c, I cannot take upon me to determine, having never 
made any Experiment in Diſtillation, nor indeed have I any Knowledge of it, 

but from what Obſervations I have made in the Courſe of viſiting Diſtilleries as 


an Officer of the Revenue. But I ſhould ſuppoſe that a Flat Still, made very 
ſhallow, with a perpendicular Head, and of a proportionate Content to the Body 
of the Still, and a large Worm, would produce a much greater Quantity of Spirits, 
than a Still of the ſame Size and Content formed of a cylindrical Shape, deep in 
the Body, with a round Head, and ſmall Worm; and I imagine a Still of the 
former Conſtruction may produce as wholeſome a Spirit as one of the latter, pro- 
vided Care be taken to prevent the Still running foul, or the eſſential Oils being 
mixed with either the Low Wines or Spirits; that the Waſh be properly fer- 

mented, not too ſtrong, and made from Malt alone, without any Mixture of raw 

„ .__  4.-Can the utmoſt Quantity of ſuch Spirits which ſuch Still and 
Ib} OI could yield, under ſuch Circumſtances, in T'wenty-four Hours, 


For the Reaſons 1 My rea in my Anſwer to the laſt Query, I cannot aſcer- 

| _ tain the utmoſt Quantity of Spirits which a Still of a given Size is capable to pro- 
duce in Twenty- Hours, or a Year. But from what I have obſerved in the 
Courſe of Duty, at a Work which I believe is upon the moſt improved Plan of 
any in Scotland as to Rapidity of working off their Stills, I am of Opinion much 
greater Quantities of Spirits are made at preſent than the Legiſlature ever ſup- 
poſed could be done. The Work I allude to is at Cannon Mills, near Edinburgh, 
and belongs to John Stein, Eſquire, and which, at the Time I made my Obſerva- 
tions, conhiſted of Three Stills, containing in the Whole Two Hundred and Fifty- 
three Gallons, including their Heads. It has been proved before the Committee 
by Mr. Adam Whyte, Surveyor, the aſtoniſhing Quickneſs with which theſe Stills 
ate worked: I have ſeen them charged and diſcharged, and wrought off in a 
Quarter of an Hour, but with what Quantity of Waſh or Low Wines I cannot 
"ſay, having no Opportunity to examine, the Law not empowering Officers of 

_ Exciſe to take Account of either Waſh, Low Wines, or Spirits, belonging to any 
licenſed Diſtiller. 1 have, however, been very credibly informed, that theſe 
Three Stills produced Twenty-four Puncheons of Spirits every, Day, and ſup- 
poſing each of thoſe Puncheons to contain One Hundred Gallons, which is a 
"moderate Calculation, the Daily Produce was Two Thouſand Four Hundred 
Gallons of Spirits, and in a Year, conſiſting of Three Hundred and Sixty-five 
Days, to Eight Hundred and Seventy-ſix Thouſand Gallons (an enormous Quan- 
_ "xity.) 1 ſhould however imagine, that during the Summer, or hot Weather, 
 " Diſtillers cahnot make ſo much Spirits as may be done during the Reſt of the 
Year, as the Waſh will not cool 1 ſoon, nor ferment ſo well in hot as in cold 
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I 1 as Ops of fuck Stills were 3 or r diminiſhed, can hs 8 
Degree of Diſadvantage be aſcertained (in feſpect of the Quantity of 
Spirits equally ſtrong 3 wholeſome to be procured in the ſame Time) 
which would be er (the other Circumſtances. above-mentioned re- 
maining the ſame) according to the Amount of ſuch Increaſe or Diminu- 
tion of Capacity: For Example, Suppoſing the molt productive Capacity 
to be Forty Gallons, can the Diſadvantage, in reſpect of Quantity, be aſcer- 
tained, which would be incurred by uſing 
each, inſtead of One of Forty Gallons, or in uſing One EAT Eighty — 
_ Inſtead of Two of Forty Gallons each? Mt | 


This Query can only be anſwered with Preciſion by Diſtillers 4 but 
1 ſhould apprehend that Two Stills containing Forty Gallons each, would produce 
rather more Spirits than One Still of Eighty Gallons, but the Expence of working 
and attending Two Stills in Place of One, may perhaps fully compentr any Ad- 
vantage in the Poiat of Quantity of Spirits produced, that 8 


16.—Can the Degree of Difference be aſcertained which there would 
be in the We nn of ſuch Spirits produced in a given Time, under Cir- 
cu mſtances alike in all other Reſpects, from good Grain and inferior Grain 
ſuch Grain in both Caſes being wholly malted; ſpecifying the Ground; 
4 2 1 betucen what is generally underſtood ** good 99d Aerie 
Grain 


This Query appears to: me to 5 beriet 3 het laſt, i in 5 of 3 its 
g properly anſwered, and which can only be done by Perſons of Experience 
and Judgment in Diſtillation. 1 ſhould however ſuppoſe, that a greater Quantity | 
of Sun would be produced in a given Time from an equal Weight of good 
Grain, than could be produced from inferior Grain, when the Grain from. | 
Kinds was malted, becauſe there would be a larger Quantity of Waſh produced 
from the good Grain, and which muſt alſo be of a richer Quality than : 4 t made 
from inferior Grain (although ro Appearance of no N Degree of 1 
conſequently a greater Quantity of Spirits produced. 


17.—-The ſame Queſtion, in TO where * and Raw Grain # are uſed 
in equal-Proportions-: 


1 think the ſame Anſwer may be given to this ory 2s to. the laſt, as 1 ap- 
prehend a mixture of raw Lt Grain would' = the ſame ERR, as to 
Quantities of Spirits. produced from equal Q antities © CATH UE 6 
ns whencthe:(Grain 4s molly malted. : 55 


+18.—What is the Difference, 3 in | point of the; Quantity and: Whole. | 
ſomeneſs of Spirits, between the Uſe, of Gray of the ene _ 
malted, and when half malted and half ra 


It has been proved by Evidence before the 8 his the Dieren hi 
tween the eee of Spirits produced from. Grain of the ſame Quality when 
wholly malted, and when mixed with Part malted and Part raw, is generally 
about Two Gallons from a Boll, the Mixture of malted and raw Grain producing 
near Two Gallons more Spirits from a Boll, than Malt alone. As to the'Whole- 
ſomeneſs of the Spirits, I am of Opinion, neither the Produce of the one or the 
other would be n to the Health of the Sauer, if not taken in too large 


ä ed = 


Two Stills of Twenty Gallons _ 
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Quantities, hut the Taſte and Flavour of Spirits made entirely from Malt, is cer 
tainly preferable to what is made from a Mixture of raw Grain with the malted, 
and generally ſells Four Pence or Five Pence a Gallon dearer in the Market, 


3 (7g—The fame-Queſtion with N* 13, ſuppoſing Scotch Coal to be the 


7 20,—The ſame, if Newcaſtle Coal? 
21. The ſame, if Peat:? 


SIP 


- "The Anſwer to Query N- 13, will 4 ly to all theſe Three, as I am entirely 
ignorant of the Effects of different Kinds of Fuel; but I ſhould imagine good 
Coals preferable to any other for diſtilling .rapidly. ; 


22.—Wbhat are the Reaſons to be aſſigned for and againſt carrying on 
the Diſtilleries, in any and what Reſpect, on Sundays? = 
The chief Reaſons aſſigned by Diſtillers who work on Sunday, as 1 underſtand, 
are; Firſt, that not working on that Day, might prevent their uſing the Waſh when 
in its proper and beſt State for Diſtillation; and next, the Loſs they would ſuſtain 
of R e Days in the Vear, which, at ſo high a Rate of Licence Duty as the 
preſent, is a conliderable Object. It has, however, been proved before the Com- 
mittee, by practical Diſtillers themſelves, that there is no Neceſſity whatever for 
the former: And as to the other Reaſon, I do not think it a good one, for if no 
Diftiller were allowed to work on Sunday, they would all be on an equal Footing 
in that Reſpect; and I ſhould imagine it may be neceſſary ſometimes to ſtop 
working in order to have the Stills, &c. cleaned ; this I apprehend may be done on 
the Sunday Evening without giving Offence to any one, or in the leaſt encroach- 
ing on the Duties required by every Perſon to be performed on the Sabbath Day. 
There cannot therefore be any Neceſſity for Diſtillers charging and working their 


ANSWERS to the Additional QuzsTions. | 


:  4,,-CAN you ſay, from your Experience or Obſervation, whether Spirits, 

«diſtilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of Strength, 
are more wnwhole/ome if they have been diſtilled very rapidly and with a 

very firong Fire, than when diſtilled fowly and with a gentle Hear? 


Whether Spirits diſtilled from the ſame Materials, and of the ſame Degree 
of Strength, are more unwholeſome when rapidly diſtilled and with a ftrong 
Fire, than when diſtilled lowly and with a gentle Heat, I cannot take upon 
me to determine: But this I can ay, from long Experience, that a Spirit 
QNowly -diſtilled* with a gentle Heat, and from a weak well-fermented Waſh, is far 
more pleaſant to the Taſte, and has a much more agreeable Flavour than a Spirit 


2.—If the Diſtillation is conducted ſkilfully in other Reſpects, is it 
the Effect of a rapid Diſtillation by a rong Heat to occaſion a fiery Taſte, 
re peculiar and diſagreea3le Flavour in the Spirits, to a greater Degree than 

when the Diſtillation is performed. /owoly and with a gentle Heat Fo 
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p The Anſwer £0. che former Query may apply alſo to this: one; and I am of | 
Opinion it is entirely owing to the. ſlow; Proceſs of Diſtillation, that the Spirits 


made in the Highlands are ſo much preferred to thoſe in the Lowlands, ches 
former bein . * mild e 8 ae 03 96 Aae © having a 0” T alte anc 


ppleaſant Tr; . UU 


3.—What i is 155 1 5 od 1 avout | in 85018 ins ed 
by? Does it ariſe from a Combination of eſſential Oil, or other ' offenfive 
_ Matters coming over with the Spirits, or from any other and what Cauſe? 


1 ok that ſuch fiery Tafte and diſagreeable Flavour may be occaſioned. 
by the Rapidity of Diſtillation in the Lowlands, which may bring over more of the 
Zain Oils than when the Spirits are ſlowly diſtilled; and alſo from their being 

in general made from a Mixture of raw Grain e e n does 


Hot e ſo en Spirit as that from Malt alone. 


4. —Are you acquainted: with the Ingredients, or Proceſſes, ſaid to be 
employed by ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminiſh ſuch unpalatable 'Fla« 
vour, or to communicate ſome favourite Taſte ? If you are, do you know 
in what Manner thoſe Ingredients, or Proceſſes, operate in producing 
thoſe Effects? Does the Uſe of them, or of any and which of chem, in 
the neceſſary Quantity or Degree, render the Spirits Je/s wholeſome ? If 

it does, do you know any ready and AY Method of Detection when 


they have been employed ? 


8 IJ 8. give no Anſwer to this Query, having no > Knowledge whatever + the 1 
uby „ . 


z. Can you 1 180 your Reine * 05 ſervation, eder a Spirit 

of the ſame Strength, and diſtilled from the ſame Materials, is 4% un- 
wholeſome, when the Wort and Waſh made from ſuch Materials is "tweaks 
-and diluted by the Uſe of a great Proportion of Water in forming the 
Wort, than when fuch Wort und Waſh are made Aronger and more con- 
.centrated, by the Proportion of Water oled in the Formation of the n 


| being much leſs? 

This Query being ſomewhat Aanilar- 'to the F it, the 1 Anbver vil ak 
for a weak Waſh will in my Opinion produce a finer and more pleaſant Spirit 
than a ſtrong Waſh; but whether the Spirits may be eſs wholeſome or 2 
I cannot take upon me to ſa 7). 


6. Can more + Spirits, equillly long, be ws from à given Ovaniley 
of Materials, and a Waſh of a given Strength, by a ſow than by a | quick 
Diſtillation, or vice verſa? _ 


Hing never had any Opportunity to make ee in Diſtillation, 
I cannot take upon me to give a proper Anſwer to this Query ; but from Obſer- 


vation, I do fuppoſe a flow Proceſs would produce more vs from a ren 
Quantity of Waſh, equally ſtrong, than a quick Proceſs, | 


7.—Can more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given Quan- 
_ tity of Materials, by making the Wort 4lute4 and webk, "thay * ng 


it Hrong and concentrated, or vice verſa ? 


Although not a Diſtiller, I am of Opinion more Spirit, e equally 3 can be 


extracted from 2 FO Quantity of 1 W Os e Wort diluted, and 
1 weak, 


* 
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; hah egen i ſtrong and concentrated, bectuſe by thaſhitg with a 
„e DN 


| ven» mat Ge. dt of Water ined wit l. 


| $,—Can ou ſtate what is the Þþ Quan of phe . 
om a given Weight of ſound healthy Grain 15 


A An hs cw ws gh np e to this Query. 


1 9.—Ix an d the firinaceous, ſaccharine, « or fermentable Pat of & the. © Grain 
75 8 Mar Materials, could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains 
or Nefauum be of any Value as Food for Animals; and is not the nutri- 
riobs Quality of ſuch Refduut entirely, or very much, in ion to the 
Quantity of ſuch farinacebus or ſaceharine Matter, which remains in 

the Grains or Ręſluuum, after the Waſh is drawn off? 


Ik, all the farinaceous faccharine Parts of the Grain are compierely extradted in 
Worts, the Reſiduum or Grains I apprehend would be of very little or no 
U. as Food for 8. But 1 ſhould think it difficult to extract the whole 


nutritious Quality en gry. Tay ſo long as * of it is left, the Reſiduum wil be 
more or leſs valuable as for Animals, 


3 a6 With are 4 Advantages or Dilflrantages 3 in the Quality and 
"Quantity of Spirits, and in Quickneſs of Operation, from u 25 


* 5 of raw Grain mixed vith Malt, to form Wort and 
Waſh : 


It has been ſtated by Evidence before «he 8 that a "I Quan- 
tity of Spirits is produced from a Mixture of raw Grain with the malted, than from 
the ſame Quantity of Grain when wholly malted, although the Spirits are in 


. general thought to be not ſo good; whether the Difference of Quality may com- 


nſate for that of Quantity 1 cannot ſay. But I am of Opinion quick and ra- 


pid Diſtillation, when working * T1 _ is more advantageous than a | flow 
roceſs to the Diltiller 75 


11,-Can a Wort and Waſh be 8 and a Spi irit ail, 1 
#aw Grain aloe, without amy Mixture of Malt? 


I have been told by Diſtillers that Spirits cannot be made from raw Grain alone, 
wil t ſome Mixture of Malt, but of this I have no perſonal Knowledge, 


12.— t has been ſtated, that Ts of the Manufacturers of Gin in Hol- 
land, ferment their lb on the Grain, without ſeparating them; and that, 
after the Fermentation, they put the mixed Maſs of Waſh and Grains into 
the Still together: Have you any Knowledge of this Practice, and can 
you ſtate the Advantages or Diſadvantages attending it? 


I never was in Holland, conſequently can give no Anſwer to this 3 


13.—Can you aſcertain what Form and Capacity of Still, _ Form, Ca- 

pacity, and Conſtruction of Fire-place, will require the legt, and what the 

reale Space of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in proportion to the 

Quantity of Waſh, or Low Wines, 772 into it; all other Circumſtances, 

as Quality of Materials, Strength of » Fuel, Degree of Heat, &c. being, 
in both Caſes, 7 and the' TOY ac to yu blen - 0 


MM... 


* * 
" : 
5 
* 
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I am of Opinion this Query is of the ſame Nature and Tendency as N* 1 3 : | 
of the Firſt Set of Queries, I therefore beg leave to refer to the Anſwer already. 
given on that A re era lene ants , 


:  14.—Can you ſuggeſt any praFicable Check to prevent a to rapid Diſtil- 
lation, except by confining the Diſtiller to the Uſe of ſuch a Still in Form 
and Capacity, and ſuch a Fire- place alſo. in Form, Capacity, and Con- 

- ſtruction, as ſhall be found to be leaſt favourable to ſuch rapid Diſtil- 
, ñ ²⁵ nt ing die alter rd wo wider 


From what Obſervations I have made, 1 ſhould think the'only practical Check 


to prevent a too rapid Diſtillation, would be to confine the Diſtiller to a Still 


of a large Size, and of a cylindrical Form for Two Feet and a Half at leaft of its 
perpendicular Height, with a round Head and ſmall Worm, ſomewhat in the Form 
of the Model preſented to the Committee of a Highland Still: But as to the Con- 
ſtruction of the Furnace or Fire- place, I do not pretend to give any Opinion. wh 


 15,—Can you aſcertain the Difference in the Time neceſſary to dif- 
charge a Still of the Form and Capacity, and uſed with a Fire-place alſo 

of the Form, Conſtruction, and Capacity, leaſt favourable to rapid Diſtil-' 
lation, and that neceſſary to diſcharge a Still of the ſame Capacity, but of 
the Form moſt favourable to rapid Diſtillation, and uſed with a Fire- 
place of the Capacity, Form, and Conſtruction moſt favourable to rapid 
Diſtillation ; the Quantity, Quality, and Strength of the Charge, and of 
the Fuel, being the ſame in both Caſes? „  Ongy 0 


As I have mentioned before, that I never had any Experience in diſtilling, nor 
practical Knowledge thereof, I cannot take vpon me to give a preciſe, Anſwer 
to this Query; but from what Obſervations J have made, a Still of the new im- 
proved Form for working againſt Time, and in a Furnace conſtructed by a fkilful 
Perſon, would in my Opinion diſcharge its Contents in the Eighth Part of the 
Time a Still of the old Conſtruction and of the ſame Capacity could do, 


16.—[t has been ſuggeſted, that the Proceſs of Diſtillation may be 
greatly accelerated by uſing the Air Pump, to exhauſt the Atmoſpheric 
Air which remains in the Still after it is charged ; can you give the Com- 
mittee any Information on this Subject, or ſtate, with any Degree of Ac-_ 
curacy, to what Extent ſuch a Practice would, ceteris paribus, accelerate 
Diſtillation, and whether it would have any Effect in improving the Quality 
of the Spirits, or vice ver/a? | | 


I have no Knowledge whatever whether Diſtillation may be accelerated or not 
by uſing the Air Pump, having never ſeen it practiſed. - - : 


17,—Do you know of any Ingredient, or Proceſs, the Uſe of which 

can be 5 3 will MED the Hydrometer from aſcertaining the 

Strength of the Spirit; and if you do, can you ſuggeſt any caly and 
ready Method of Detection? oh a lO is 


a n Ingredient that 1 know of to prevent the Hydrometer from aſcertain 
i 


g the Strength of Spirits, is Sugar, and the only Method to diſcover whether 


Spirits have been mixed with Sugar or not, to my Knowledge, is by burning a | 
ſmall Quantity of the Spirit, by which the Sugar will remain at the Bottom of 
the VEAL" 16. ops, 0d fo ad td. 70. a gb 0 nent te 
When I was in London in the Year 1791, I got ſome Lamps from the 
Surveyor of - Exciſe for the Port of London, for the Purpoſe of burning Spirits 


F 


3 Ee that 
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that might be ſuſpected to be mixed with Sugar, and which Lamps were uſed at 
chat Port for trying Spirits at Importation. | J 8 
There eee, be other Ingredients, or ſome Proceſs uſed to deceive the 
Hydrometer, the Compoſition of which I am unacquainted with; an Inſtance 
of this I once ſaw, which was the following: About Fifteen or Sixteen Years ago, 
Mr. Hadow, my Predeceſſor in Office, and I, were aſked to meet Mr. James Stein, 
then an eminent Diſtiller at K illbegie, one Evening in Edinburgh, for the Purpoſe 
of heing ſhewn an Experiment by which the Fallacy of the Hydrometer would 
appear, We attended accordingly, with an Hydrometer and Thermometer, when/ 
Mr. Stein preſented a Bottle with Spirits, the Strength of which we tried by the 
Thermometer and Hydrometer, and found it to ſink the Spirit of Wine Weight. 
We. ſent a Servant out to the public Well for cold Water; and after mixing an 
qual Quantity of Water with Spirit, and trying the Strength of it then, the Spirit 
of Wine Weight ſtill funk to the Bottom of the Tube, and theſe Spirits continued 
to ſink the Spiel of Wine Weight after they were mixed with Three equal 
Quantities of Water to One of Spirits. Theſe Spirits had a very, noxious 
Smell, but Mr. Stein would not permit us to taſte them, nor would he give us any 
| Information how they were prepared; we concluded, however, that the Mixture 
muſt have made them poiſonous. _ | „ 


- _18.—Is the preſent Mode of aſcertaining the Strength of Spirits by hz 
Marometer employed by the Officers of Exciſe for that Purpoſe, ſufficiently 
certain and accurate; or do you know of any other Mode more accu- 
rate and certain; and if you do, ſtate the Reaſons which occur to you for 
or againſt the Subſtitution of ſuch Mode for that now in Uſe ? 
From the above Inſtance, it is evident the Hydrometer may be deceived in 
aſcertaining the Strength of Spirits on ſome Occaſions, and I am doubtful whether 
it is ſufficiently certain and accurate; there may be other Inſfruments preferable 
with regard to Accuracy; but I know none that can be practically uſed by 
Officers of Exciſe, that will aſcertain the Strength of Spirits better than the 


 Hydrometer, when uſed with a Thermometer. 
5 ton MAITLAND: 


ee 


ANSWERS of Mr. JOHN LEVEN, 
nd General Superviſor of Exciſe in Scotland, 
T0 certain QUESTIONS ſubmitted to him reſpecking the Scotch Diſtillery. 


1 HAT was the Mode of impoſing, and the Proportion of, the 
PPuty on Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, in the Ten Years previous 
to 1786, when the Licence Syſtem was adopted ? „„ 
23. What was the Amount of Duty collected in each of thoſe Tears 
.., neſpetively? , 
r 3.—What has been the Mode of impoſing, and the Proportion of, the- 
Duty, in each teſpective Lear, from 1585 incluſive, to the preſent Time; 
| DS — diſtinguiſhing 


© S £4 
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Adiſtinguiſning the different Modes and Proportions in the different 
JVC V0T0à c rf Aro y ER 


4.— What has been the Amount of the Duty collected in each of thoſe 
Fears reſpectively; diſtinguiſhing ſeparately ſuch Amount as was collected 
in the ſame: Years in the different Diſtricts? ???:: © © 
Theſe will be more accurately anſwered by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, than 
can be done by me, not having an Opportunity of examining the Regiſter, from 
whence alone the different Dates and Amounts required can be had. bh 


5. Can any practicably accurate Method be deviſed, of aſcertaining 
and ſecuring the Spirits made and ſold for. Conſumption, to be of as whole- 
ſome a Quality as is compatible with the Nature of ſuch a Liquor diſtilled 
at the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, from the dif- 
ferent Sorts of Grain, malted or raw, uſed for that Purpoſe in Scotland? 


The chief Cauſes which have occaſioned the Production of bad Spirits, I 
imagine, are theſe ; Strong Warts, or Waſh, rapid Diſtillation, and, iuſtead of Malt, 
uſing raw and unmalted Grain. j CY 

Whatever Plan has the greateſt Tendency to remove theſe Cauſes, or prevent 
their Effects, will highly contribute towards the Spirits made and fold for Con- 
ſumption, to be of as wholeſome a Quality as is compatible with the Nature of ſuch, 
1 ö YT 7 „ 

fe it is not probable that ſtrong. Waſh will be uſed, but when and where a Duty 
is charged upon it, I think it may in a great Meaſure be prevented, by. a Law, 
_ obliging the Diſtiller to produce a certain Number of Gallons frog « gyen Quan 

_ tity of Grain, and not to exceed a certain Strength, to be aſcertained by the Sac- 
charinometer; and no Flour or Meal to be mixed with the Waſh, under a very. 
high Penalty ; this Regulation would not only greatly contribute to the procuring 
of good Spirits, but tend highly to improve the Revenue on that Article. 
Rapid Diſtillation may, in a Degree, be prevented, by reſtricting the Size, Shape, 
and Depth of the Still, Head, Pipes, and Worm (as will be more particularly 
deſcribed in my Anſwer to oY 13) or by a Mode of Survey, that may, in a 
_ great Meaſure, have that Effect. e Toon rn, 5 

Convinced that the uſing of unmalted Grain is the chief Cauſe of producing that 
Quality of Spirits ſo much, and, in my Opinion, ſo zx/ly complained of in the 
Lowlands of Scotland; I earneſtly recommend, both on Account of the Country 
and the Revenue, the Prohibition of Diſtillation from raw or unmalted Grain, or, 
what may probably have the ſame Effect, to impoſe an additional Duty on ſuch 
Spirits, as may be equal to the Malt Duty upon the Grain, I know it will be 
urged by the Diſtillers, that were they not to uſe raw Grain, the Farmer would 
GTA unſupportable Loſs, as it could not be applied to any other uſeful 

urpoſe, „„ F ro T, 
In the Courſe of my frequent travelling through Scotland, I have ſtrictly en- 
| quired into this Circumſtance ; and from all I could learn or obſerve, am clearly of 
Opinion, that in general the Quantity of Grain produced in a Seaſon that is unfit 
for malting, is very inconfiderable indeed, may be very uſefully applied to other 

Purpoſes, and, comparatively ſpeaking, bears no Proportion to the immey/e Quantity 
that is uſed by the Diſtillers, and ſaid to be of that Quality. I ſhall only add, 
that it is but of late Years that the Uſe of unmalted Grain became general; and 
that, in my Opinion, the only Reaſons the Diſtillers have for doing ſo, is the Evaſion 
of the Malt Duty, and that it yields from Two to Three Gallons of Spirits from 
the Boll more than the ſame Quantity of Malt does. 


. ; i 
* Ds SOS Or e ene . 1 * ; $ 
6.— What 


o 


* 
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6. — What has been the Average Retail Price of Scotch Spirits, Glaſs 

Proof, during the laſt Six Months, in Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Aberdeen, and 
„ / % 8 

For the laſt Six Months, the Prices of Spirits in Edinburgh and Glaſgow have 
been nearly the ſame, that of raw Grain Spirits One in Ten under Proof, from 
34. 4d. to 35. 104. per Gallon; and Malt Spirits, or only a ſmall Mixture of 
raw Grain with it, from 45. to 55. 69. per Gallon, the ſame Strength; and when 
reduced by the Retailers to One in Six under Proof, is ſold by them at from 
25, 89. to 34. per Gallon, I have had no late Opportunity of knowing the Prices 
at Aberdeen and Inverneſs, 1 85 e a 


5. What is the higheſt Price per Gallon, at which wholeſome Spirits, 
One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be, ſold for. Conſumption in 


/ 


Sc⸗cotland, without the Hazard of Competition by illegal Practices at Home, 


or Importation from the Continent, or from Ireland?  _ 
It appears to me extremely uncertain that any Rate of Duty upon Spirits, which 
the preſent State of the Country can admit, would entirely prevent the Hazard of 
rivate Diſtillation at Home, or of illegal Importations from the Continent. But, 
in my Opinion, a Law containing certain Regulations and Reſtrictions, and pro- 
perly inforced, may greatly reſtrain if not effectually prevent Smuggling, but in- 
evitable and very dangerous Conſequences muſt enſue, if the Conſumption of Spirits 
among the /owwer Claſs of the People in Scotland is not more limited, than has been 
the Caſe for theſe Ten or Twelve Years paſt. Therefore I do think, that the Duty. 
upon Spirits ſhould be fo rai/ed, as that the Diſtiller may not afford to ſell below _ 
from 75, to 85. per Gallon, One to Ten over Hydrometer Froof ; and am of 
Opinion, that this Price would not materially increaſe the Temptation to commit 

illegal Practice. „„ FVV 


38. How much of that Price per Gallon can the Manufacturer afford 
to pay as Duty to Government, leaving him a fair and ample Profit, cal · 
culated according to the Average Price of Grain, Fuel, Labour, and other 
Charges, during the laſt Ten Years, ſpecifying the particular Grounds of 
F ot 1: , hs nd 

_ Such is the preſent State of the Diſtillery, that from local Advantages and ſu- 
a perior Knowle ge of the Buſineſs, I do believe there are not Two Diſtillers in 
Scotland at preſent paying the ſame Rate of Duty upon the Spirits produced 
within the ſame Period; of courſe their Profits muſt differ in the ſame Ratio; 
but leaving theſe Differences as a juſt Reward to Skill, Care, and Induſtry, 1 
calculate the Average Price of Malt for theſe laſt Ten Years to be about 205. 
per Boll, each Boll to produce 10 Gallons of Spirits, One to Ten over Proof, 
and to colt the Diftiller on this Account 25. per Gallon ;. the other incidental Ex- 
ences, from the beſt Information 1 have had, is from 64. to 9d. ſay 15.; and al- 
lowing another Shilling for Tear, Wear, and Profit, make in all 4s. per Gallon ; 


by this Statement, 3s. or 4s. per Gallon of Duty would only raiſe the /elling 


Price to 74. or 8s. per Gallon, as propoſed. In my Opinion the Duty ſhould 
TRE ILL a a a ws wn 


VVV 
©... . would amount to, calculated upon the beſt Opinion that you can form of 
the Population and Conſumption of the Country? 1 


I cannot conceive auy Method of Calculation, by which this Circ 


may 
be 


umſtance 
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de accurately aſcertained; I am fully convinced, it were for the real Intereſt of the 
Country, that the Duty upon Spirits was raiſed conſiderably, and ſo as to raiſe the 
ſelling Price; but am not certain what Effect that would have upon the Amount of 
Revenue from it. The Population of Scotland has been eſtimated at 1,600,000, 
and to be contained in 350,000 Families. Should each Family take One Gill per 
Day, or Ten Gallons in the Year, they would conſutme at that Rate 3,500,000 
Gallons, which at 3s. amounts tv L. 525,000. But as many of theſe Families 
drink little or no Spirits at all, and others moſtly Wine and Foreign Spirits, in my 
Opinion the Amount will not greatly exceed /. 300,000, probably J. 350,000. 


10.—What will be the beſt Method of 8 and collecting that 

Duty, ſo as to guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, and incur the leaſt Ex- 

pence in proportion to the Amount of its Produce; and in particular, will 
it be better, under all the Circumſtances of the Country, to adhere to 
the Syſtem of Licence, or to reſort to the former, or any other Method of 
The Nature of this Queſtion, I conceive, is of ſuch, high Conſequence to the 

Country and to the Revenue, that I feel great Want of Ability to give ſuch a 

clear and comprehenſible Idea of the Subject, as to enable the Committee to decide 

upon the Merit of any Plan which may be laid before them... 

I ſhall, however, ſubmit ſome Obſervations to their Conſideration, which, 

however imperfect in themſelves, are the Effects of ſome Experience; and are 

now made from no other Motive than an ardent Deſire for the general Good of 
With regard to the former Mode, ſurveying and levying the Duty by a Gauge 

of the Waſh, and as is now the Cafe in England. I am perfectly ſatisfied that the 

Revenue was not, is not, nor indeed can be ſecured, if the Traders are at all 

diſpoſed to prevent it; as has been clearly ſhewn by Evidence before the Com- 

mittee, and conſiſts with my own Knowledge, having made many DeteCtions,— 

The Diſtillers found no Difficulty in getting falſe Keys and Seals, and although 

often diſcovered in the Night Time to have opened and charged their Stills pri- 

vately, and been proſecuted in conſequence, yet there being no Check upon the. 

| Grain maſhed, or on the Worts, it was caly to ſupply the Tuns for Waſh run 

Privately; and if the Officer did not come at the very Time when it was done, 

although miſſing the Worts, he could not conſtitute a legal Charge againſt the 

Trader, the Temptation was great, and ſtill the Fraud was carried on. Since that 

Period, however, the general State of the Country is much improved; and the 

Commiſſioners of Exciſe have appointed additional Check Officers, and are now © 

more ſcrupulous of the Qualifications of whom they do appoint, I am now 

clearly of Opinion, that if ſome Amendment of the Law, and other Regulations 

were made, that a Revenue might be ſecured upon the Diſtillery by Survey, as LS 

_ effetiually, and more equally, than by any other Method I know of. And what 1 

occurs to me is, inſtead of reſting the Security of the Revenue upon an Account 

taken in any One Stage of the Operation, let, in the true Spirit of the Exciſe Syſtem, 

Check upon Check, through the whole Proceſs, be the Plan adopted; and con- 

vinced that the earlier in the Proceſs of a Manufacture that the Duty thereon can 

be charged, the leſs Opportunity will be afforded for Fraud or Evaſion, and the 


more certain and productive it will be. 


Ih 


I would propoſe, what 1 mentioned ſome Weeks ago to the Right honourable 
Member and Chairman of the Committee, and to Meſſrs. Bonar and Maitland, 


and who ſeemed to approve much of the Idea, that a Check upon the Diſtillery 
Duties ſhould commence by taking an Account of the Grain, Meal, or Floyr, before 
being put into the Maſh, by Weight... A 5 


auge of the Maſh and of the Grain when 
drained ; 


7 49 5 "__ K „ * 2 < x 
n 8 . GE ee CE A / . ee OT 3 — a , * a Roth nts utes 22 
* 0 4 | f 5 Þ 4 » _ Xx V2, 42ers e * 1 W * 
5 4 * = x] 1 v — * - ” * 
Por * _ , b N 
= Pere Ds. 5 44 {Mo VEL — e — * * "Oy - 2 e * 1 $525 2 w__ * . We 9 " 
« * Ws. 1 2 5 Nr Ns * mer * a 2 3 x ” F * * Nn 5 9 * Eren - "4 3 ' r es Te: POD * 
— eren FR x * EF +2528 * e n 6 a 2 6 , 
_ * eee hs dai 4 4 + $14." 0 f £ 1 rowdy n n eh Ie \ oye AA 2 * 2 _— : £159 — 1 


242 SCOTCH DISTILLERY.—Appendix, N- f. 


drained; and a Gauge of the Worts, Waſh, Low Wines, and Spirits; the higheſt 
7.7. — d ĩ P.. 
The Diſtiller to provide proper Scales and Weights ; to pive Fours Notice 
_ of the Time he intends to weigh and maſh, and to declare the 
of the Grain, &c. he intends to maſh, all in Writing. Z 
A high Penalty for maſhing without Notice, giving a fale Declaration, or for 
adding Grain, Meal, or Flour privately, after the Officer ſhall have taken his 


ſo, Ten Gallons of Spirits, One to Ten over Proof, This would operate as a Check 


"of putting all the Country upon a Footing, as far as relates to different Qualities 


lame Manner as is now done with Spirits made for Exportation. _ 


given Time, and what Quantity of Spirits was neceſſary for the Conſumpt of the 
Country, then a certain and fure Revenue might be had, then a certain Number of 


known: and attended to, ſuch a Licence Act as the preſent muſt ever operate 


he 
defeat itſelf. 1 ſhall humbly Tuggeſt what appears to me a practicable Improve- 


ſuppoſed, that this Still will run Twice in an Hour with Eaſe, and the Diſtiller 


that a Diſtiller conſumes more Grain, and produces more Spirits, than it is calcu- 


is ſuppoſed to be 3s. upon the Gallon, let all ſurplus Spirits be charged at the Rate 
of 35. 3d. per Gallon, or more. 6 1 


Bolls maſhed as poſſible ; but moſt particularly of the Spirits produced. 


Hermit; and beſides Forfeiture it will be necefſory (in this Plan) to im 


Quantity and Duality 


Account. Two Cwt. of Malt to produce not leſs than One hundred Gallons of 
Waſh, and Ten Gallons of Proof Spirits, but the Check to go on. No Waſh, 
when Fermentation 1s over, to be ſtronger, or contain more Weight of ſaccharine 
Matter, than Ibs. per Barrel, which it is ſuppoſed ſhould produce, or 2 | 


from mixing Meal or Flour with the Worts to evade the Duty, and alſo be a Mean of 
charging Duty upon Grain according to its Quality ; for Inſtance, a certain. Weight 
of fine Grain will produce more Spirits than the ſame Weight of inferior Grain 
will do; but the Worts of the good Grain being diluted to a certain, Degree of 
Strength, are increaſed in Quantity, and pay Duty in proportion to the Difference 
of the Quality of the Grain; and if this is attained, the good Effect will be that 


of Grain, Stocks of Spirits to be frequently and accurately taken, and kept in the 


* 


I, in the preſent State of the Country, it ſhall be judged moſt expedient to adhere 
to a Licence Syſtem, it muſt be admitted that the Duties may thereby be levied 
at leſs Expence, but whether in proportion to a comparative Amount from any 
other Plan, I cannot, without a Trial, determinately anſwer, There would be little 
or no Riſk of any colluſive Practices; and could it be known with Accuracy what 
Quantity of Spirits could be made by a Still of given Dimenſions and Content in a 


Gallons in Stills would only be licenſed, and then would it, indeed, not only be the 
beſt Method for the Revenue, but alſo the moſt juſt and equal one for the Country, 
of any Plan that could be propoſed. But, in my Opinion, till theſe Particulars are 


partially upon the Diſtillers, be very uncertain as to Revenue, and ultimately 


ment upon this Syſtem, by combining it in a Degree with Survey. Let the Size 
and Shape of a Still or Stills be fixed [ſee Anſwer to Query 13] it is 


thereby under no Mecelſity to force a rapid Diſtillation ; it being propoſed that he 
may be licenſed at that Rate [ſee Scheme hereto annexed] ſhewing what 
Duty ſhould be charged upon the Gallon Content of a Still, according to the 
Rate of working; and farther to check rapid Diſtillation, or, in that Event, and 


lated and ſpecified in his Licence the Still or Stills would accompliſh within the 
Period, alſo ſpecified, let all ſuch Surplus Spirits be charged with a higher Rate 
of Duty than the Calculation upon the Licence Duty: viz. if the Licence Duty 


The Survey Part to conſiſt of taking as accurate Account of the Number of 


I have ſeized, and known of many Seizures being made of ſmuggled Spirits, 
accompanied with a Lowland Diſtiller's Certificates; at all Events thercfore, as 
well as for the above Purpoſe, no Spirits to paſs in the Tranſit but with an Exci/e 


poſe a 
very 


4 
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very high Penalty, if it ſhall be proved that any Diſtiller has ſent Spirit Out of 


his Stock, or are found: removed or removing without Permit. As this Mode of 


charging the Duty may be calculated for a Day, a Month, or a Tear; and as 1 
cannot conceive how it could injure the Revenue, I would alfo propoſe that in 
future, or at the Commencement of a new Act of Parliament, the Diſtiller7 
Dues may be paid in the ſame Manner as that upon Beer and Ale now is, wit! 
this Difference · only, that the Diſtiller ſhall either pay Monthiy in Advance, or give 

. Security for the punctual and regular Payment thereof Monthly, when due. And 
I can ſee no good Reaſon: why a Diſtiller may not be allowed to fop and give up 

- Buſineſs, if he chuſes, at the End of every Three Months. If it turns out to one 

a bad Concern, it may be otherways to another, and to force the Buſineſs can be 
of no real or laſting Advantage to the Revenue; for only a certain Quantity of 
Spirits can or ought to be conſumed, and if more is made than conſumed in any 
One Year, there muſt be leſs made, and 4% Revenus the next; and if it is a good 
Buſineſs, though one ſhould ſtop, another may chuſe, and ſhould be allowed, to 


take it up, and at any Period. —This Plan would affimilate'the Licence Act to that 


of Survey, in point of Payment of the Duties, and in its Effects prevent*Monopoly ; 
and a general and equal Advantage of the Buſineſs would thereby be diffuſed all 
over the Country. But, whatever Mode ſhall be adopted, in my Opinion there is 
nearly, if not quite, as much Spirits on Hand as will ſerve for: One Year 1o come. 


*I 1.— Ought there to be any Difference, as to the Quantity-or Mode of 
impoſing and collecting the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland, on 
Account of the Difference of the Quality of the Grain produced, of the 
Fuel found in thoſe different Parts, and of other Circumſtances; and if there 

3 - ought, what mould: that Difference he? JJ»; 8 


T bis alſo is a Query of ſome Importance, and extremely difficult to reply to. 
I am by no Means convinced of the Juſtice or Propriety of making am Diffe- 
rence, either in the Mode of levying, or in the Quantum of Duty to be levied upon 
the ſame Article in any Part f Great Britain; and the more I think upon the 
Subject, the more I am convinced that there ought to ve none. It conſiſts with my 
Knowledge, that very great Abuſe has been made of the Indulgences granted to 
ſome Parts of the Country, and particulariy by the Diſtillers in what is termed the 
Intermediate Diſtri&t ; they have, in general, got their Works erected upon the 
fame Plan as the Lowland Diſtillers. I have ſeized ſeveral: Stills for working con- 
.trary to Law, and many and conſiderable Seizures of Spirits, which had been 
carried off privately and concealed to avoid Surplus Duty, and have ſeen many _ 
which had been made (for the Tame Cauſe) by different Officers. They are 
ſituated in a Part of the Country very well ſupplied. with. gcad Grain and Coal, at 
little or no more Expence than many of the Lowland Diſtillers, in my Opinion 
this Diftrit ſhould immediately become a Part of the Lowland Diſtrict, for in I 
at leaſt Three Fourths of all their Spirits are ſold and conſumed. —If it be ſtill, judged 
proper to grant /ome Releaſe of Duties to the more remote Parts of the High- 
lands, I would ſubmit that they be allowed Tinall Stills, from Twenty to Forty 
Gallons, and be ſuhject, in every Reſpect, to the ſame Regulations as may be eſta- 
-bliſhed in the Lowlands, and to pay only Two Thirds of their Rate of Du. 


12 — What have been the Checks which the Legiſlature has enskted 
at different Times to prevent fraudulent Evaſion of the Duty on Spirits 
which of thoſe have been moſt efficient; and what others can be ſuggeſted 


wWyich are likely to be of Advantage to the Revenue? ? 
Should a Mode of Survey. be again teverted to, I have in my Anſwer to Query 
4 EE, =. 
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10, given my Opinion of the additional Checks and Regulations neceffary to that 
Method; . the Licence Syſtem, or a Combination of that and Survey, be 
the Plan adopted, to thoſe mentioned in No. 10, it may be neceſſary to add, that 
either the Still and Head, and every Pipe and Horn connected there with, ſhould 
be charged with Duty, or the following Regulations enacted to prevent Evaſions. 
The Form of the Still as may be determined. No Horn, Tube, or Pipe to be 

attached to the Still when work ing, except the Head and Diſcharge Cock (I have 
known the Duties evaded by the Water and charging Pipes being affixed to the 
£11l,) The Head to be of an upright Form, and at the higheſt Part thereof not 
to exceed Six Inches in Diameter. The Pipe from which leading to the Worm to 
be Thirty-ſix Inches in Length, and of no greater Diameter than the Top of the 
Still Head, and to go off from thence and continue till it joins the Worm at an 
Angle of 45", or nearly ſo, The Worm never to rife at any Part above the Level 
where it is joined by the aforeſaid Pipe. Heads, Pipes, and Worms to be of One 
Tube each, and no other Pipes or Horns whatever connected with them, under a 
very high Penalty. No Iron Work or Machinery whatever to remain in the 
Still, or in any Apparatus connected therewith, when the Officer is aſcertaining 
the Duties on the Contents thereof. 1 have ſeen groſs Attempts to evade the 
Duty by putting Things into the Stills upon ſuch Occaſions, -— 
No Diſtiller, Soper, or Starchmaker, to have his Workhouſes, which are liable 
to ſurvey, fo incloled with high Walls and ſtrong Gates, with Bull Dogs at large 
in the Inſide, as to prevent Officers from getting ſafe and immediate Acceſs Night 
and Day. I have found much Difficulty in making Surveys on theſe Traders, 

and often been kept knocking at Doors till they prepare themſelves for my Viſit. 
I cannot forbear mentioning a Circumſtance I am convinced is the chief Cauſe 


why the Diſtillery was not, when under Survey, and many other Duties in Scotland 


at preſent, are not ſo well ſecured as they ought and otherwiſe would be; and it is 
this, the Revenue Officers are not properly ſupported. —Detettions are made, and 
- Proſecutions. ordered, but are not followed up with necgſſary Expedition and proper 


_ "Effet. Juſtices of the Peace in Scotland are not, as in England, amenable for 


their Judgment in Revenue Matters; and they often do aſolize Delinquents from 
groſs Offences, notwithſtanding a clear Proof of the Fact; often: diſcern quite 
contrary to Law; and, in general, the Fines they do award are ſo mall, that they 
tend more to encourage than deter from illegal Practice... 


13 .—Can it be aſcertained, to a practicable Degree of Accuracy, what 
Form and Capacity of a Still, and of the Head and other Parts of the 
+ diftilling Apparatus, and made of what Metal and Thickneſs, and erected 

with what Materials, and in what Manner (particularly in regard to the 
Degree of the Angle which the Pipe or Horn ſhall form with the Head) 
will produce the greateſt Quantity, in proportion to the Capacity, of whole- 
ſome Spirits, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, diſtilled from the beſt 
- _ Grain, and the beſt Proportion of that Grain as to Quantity, and with the 
beſt Fuel, alfo employed in the beſt Proportion? | 


An Experiment has been made by Mr. Corbet, Collector of Glaſgow, and 
the Reſult is ſtated to the Committee in his Report. I have peruſed the ſaid Re- 
port, and am of Opinion, that the Experiment does not go by any Means to 
prove the utmoſt a Still can work againſt Time, as. the Dimenſions and Shape 
of the Still was far from 3 favourable for that Purpoſe ; too deep in the Body 
and of too great a Content for the Head; the former by the Dimenſions ſent 
being Thirty-three Gallons, and the latter only Twelve Gallons, whereas it ought 
to have been Sixteen or Seventeen Gallons. — Yet I have no Doubt, from the 
deliberate Manner the Still has been run, the Spirits will be found of a good 


Quality, | 
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Lr though i it is obſervable the Quantity is leſs than is uſually . ein 1 


imilar Quantity of Grain.— The Still which, in my Opinion, would moſt likely 
anſwer * ſtated in the Queſtion, and put the Diſtillers upon a 5 


more equal Footing, muſt be one of a e e and d Dimenſions, Jomething 7 


| fimilar to the Figure on 
the Margin, which 1s of 
a cylindrical Shape for a. 
certain Depth. The Body 
Thirty Gallons, and the 

Head Ten Gallons, Total 

Forty Gallons. Diameter 
of Still Twenty-five In- 

cChes, and Depth Fourteen” 9 
Inches. — All Stills and 
Heads ſhould be made of 
Copper, the Thickneſs at 


9006 0 „„ fy 
4 : 70 Th = 
Pleaſure, I do not think 1 ect F j | | 
it practicable to reſtrict the Gall 1 Al 
Furnace” it could not be @® „ 
at all Times eafily exa- E 
mined. The Worms, it is abies may DE reſtrited to one Half of the Still's 
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Content, including the Head; all beet chat to pay the ſame Duty as the Still. 


— The Worms ſhould all be made of good Pewter. 1 N are dange- 
hs yy ger der ec and cannot be 8 en Beg: 


14.— Can che vemolt: cls 4 fuch Spirits which uch Still 1 i 


Apparatus could yield, under ſuch . in T 1 Hours, 
and in a Year, be aſcertained ? ” 


It is almoſt impoſſible to aſoertain this, as with the very fame Still and Head, I 
am fully convinced, that ſuch is the Difference of Knowledge in the Art, that > 


ſome © Diſtillers would run it from Two to Four Times oftener in a Day than 
others. The Still repreſented, in Anſwer to the foregoing Query, is ſuppoſed 


to run Twice an Hour, and to produce 80 Gallons per Day, or HOOP We 5 


al Spirits, One to Ten over Proof, in a Year, or £300 Days. 


15. 1 the Capacity of ſuch Stills were enlarged or Amine can the e 
of 
Spirits equally ſtrong and wholeſome to be procured in the ſame Thi) ö 
which would be incurred, (the other Circumſtances above-mentioned .... 


Degree of Diſadvantage be aſcertained (in reſpect of the Quantity 


maining the ſame) according to the Amount of ſuch Increafe or Diminu- 

tion of Capacity: For Example, ſuppoſing the moſt productive Capacity 

to be Forty Gallons, can the Diſadvantage, in 'reſpe& of Quantity, be 

| aſcertained, which would be incurred by uſing Two Stills of Twenty 

SGallons each, inſtead of One of Forty Gallons, or in 1 One of- 8 81 
_ Gallons, inſtcad of Two of F orty Gallons each? 


1 have no real Knowledge of this Circumſtance. I mould e _- ſr : 


Stills in both Caſes would Gas have the Advantage, from more Wine a 
a ee 70 the: Font ; but! it muſt be War ne if aaf 5 | a 


* 


ge =O the 5 of Difference 1 ee which * — 
be in the Quantity of fuch Spirits produced in 4 given Time, under Cir- 


3 alike in all other Reſpect, om good Grain and ale "ho 
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much nnd fi both Cates being wholly malted; ſpecifying the Grounds | 
ol Diſtinction 8 8 what 1 is generally underſtood by good and Nera. 


Grain? 1 
1.— The ſieve Queſtion, i in 1 Caſes met Mal 5 Raw Grain are 5 — 

4 in equal Proportion: 
1 bare not ſufficient practical ener of Diſtillation to ive a proper r Anſwer 
to theſe OO ag 15 


574 Wee + is the I in s pri of the Quanti ; pod Whole- 
"oheneſs of Spirits, between the Uſe of Grain * the * | 
© when malted, 7 le half malted and half raw? 


The Difference in Quantity is from Two to Three Gallons from a Boll, 
more from half Malt, and half raw Grain, than from Malt alone; the laſt produce - 
a much. ner and * Spirit, and, I do Oy more * wholeſome ; ; but am nor 
certain. | 


the fame Queſtion with No. I '3, appoing Scotch Coal to be the 
ru * {uſed ? | | 


20,—The fine if Newcaſtle coal! 3 


3 ſame, if Peat? 


I have no experimental Knowledge of theſe Particulars, vor am er of 
Opinion, chat Peat is * no Means ſo ſavourable for e Dililagien as Scots 


Coal i is. 


das. . Wbt are the Reaſons to be 1 for and 3 ing. on the 
Diſtilleries, in any and what Reſpect, on Sundays? 


15 my Opinion it is vague in the. extreme to ſay, that a Diſtller wok cuſtain 


any other Loſs, than that of Time, 55 not working upon Sundays, and by doing ſo, 
he has an undue Advantage over his more virtuous Neighbours. Therefore, I do 


think that the Intercſt of Religion and of Juſtice call w_ for a Prohibition of 
the Practice. . | 


5 ANSWERS to the Additional QuesTIONs. 


. L.—CAN you Fang from Fer 8 Obfervation whother Spirits, 
- diftilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of ether Spin are 
more anwboleſome if they have been diſtilled very rapidly and with a vey 
Arong Fire, than when diſtilled Jowly and with 2 gentle Heat ? | 


This will depend entirely vpon the Diſtiller; if he allows the Still to run 
foul, or runs too near Faints, and in the latter Part of the Proceſs forces over 


the eſſential Oils, the Spirits can neither be good or wholeſome. Slow Diſtillation 


* ee in favour of manng == * 


41 ths Diſtillation i is . Mkilfolly i in . Reſpeds, is it the 


Effet of a rapid Diſtillation by SCRE Heat to occaſion a fiery Taſte, or 
fm 
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To peculiar and Alagrerable Flavour in the Spirits, to a greater Degree than 


when the Diſtillation is performed Sowly and with a gentle Heat? 1 9 
3.—What is ſuch fiery and diſagreeable Flavour in Spirits occaſioned 

by? Does it ariſe from a Combination of eſſential Oil, or other offenſive 

| Matters coming over with the Spirits, or from any other and what Cauſe ? 


In my Opinion, rapid Diſtillation muſt have the Effect to force over more 
of the eſſential Oils, than is done when the Fire is moderate, and the Still runs 
' ,flow. But the uſing raw and unmalted Grain contributes greatly, and, I do be- 
lieve, is the chief Cauſe of giving Spirits that fiery Taſte complained of. The 
Uſe of Sope (eſpecially if brown) affects the Taſte very much, and more Sope 
is uſed in quick than in flow Diſtillation, % 88 


4. Are you acquainted with the Ingredients, or Proceſſes, faid to be em- 
ployed by ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminith ſuch unpalatable Flavour, or 
to communicate ſome favourite Taſte? Tf you are, do you knoy in what 

Manner thoſe Ingredients, or Proceſſes, operate in producing thoſe Effects? 
Does the Uſe of them, or of any and which of them, in the neceflary 
Quantity or Degree, render the Spirits leſs wholg/ome ? If it does, do you 

know any ready and eaſy Method of Detection when they have been 


employed ? 5 
1 know of none except that of impregnating with the Flavour of Peat Reet, 

as it is termed ; which 1s procured thus: Peats are put in a Fire- place in the Form 
of a Stove, the Vent from which is a long Tube turning downwards, and paſſing 
through a large Tub or :Caſk full of Water, by this Means the Smoke is con- 
denſed and falls into a Receiver; a very ſmall Quantity of this Fluid will flavour 
a very large Quantity of Spirits. I do not know that it is unwholeſome ; it is 
done chiefly with a View to make their Spirits ſell for Highland Whiſkey, _ 


| 5.—Can you ſay, from your Experience and Obſervation whether a Spirit 
of the ſame Strength, and diſtilled from the ſame Materials, is 4% anwhole- 
Jeme, when the Wort and Waſh made from ſuch Materials is gat, and 
diluted by the Uſe of a great Proportion of Water in forming the Wort, 
than when ſuch Wort and Waſh are made fronger and more concentrated, by 
_ Proportion of Water uſed in the Formation of the Wort being much 
| 6,——Can more Yirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given Quan- 
zity of Materials, and a Waſh of a given Strength, by a for than by a 
Quick Diſtillation, or vice verſa? „„ ry 
7.—Can more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given Quan- 
. tity of Materials, by making the Wort diluted and æusat, than by making 
it rang and concentrated, or vice ves 
2 obſerved, and heard by aa by Diſtillers, that from Waſh properly = 
Waſh mae contentrnnd Jad & 1 5 e f fen : 
I do believe that very ſtrong Waſh is never uſed but to evade Duties, or when, 
38 the Caſe in working far Exportation, a certain Quantity of Spirits 4? be 


can you ſtate what is the greateſt Quantity of Spirit 
be obtained from a given Weight of ſound healthy Grain? _ 


8 
— 


SS 
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1 am not certain, but think a Ct. of Malt will 2 225 Five or Five and a Tal 
CO One to Ten over Proof. e 


17 all the deres, e or e Part of e the Grain, 

or other Materials, could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains 
or Ryfiduum be of any Value as Food for Animals; and is not the nutri- 
 _tjous Quality of ſuch 4 entirely, or very much, in proportion to 
4 the Quantity of ſuch farinaceous or ſaccharine Matter, which ſtill remains 
in the Grains or Re/iduum, after the Waſh is drawn off ? 


In my Opinion, if all the farinaceous or ſaccharine Matter was extracted, the 
24 — would contain no nutritious Quality, and would be of no Uſe as Food 
r Animals. | 


Wis" are the Advantages or Diſadvantages, i in the " WOE and 
Quantity of Spirits, and in*Quickneſs of Operation, from uſing Malt 
alone, or any Proportion of raw Grain mixed with an 6 to form the Wort 


and Waſh? 


| The Time neceſſary for Diſtillation cannot differ much. From Malt alone | is 
produced leſs Eg but a much finer Quality. F rom raw Grain, vice f verſa. 


£14 Figs Fog a Wort and Waſh be formed, and 2 Siprit diſtilled, from 
ra Grain alone, without any Mixture of Malt! ? 


— 4 believe not, or, if Worts from raw Grain alone can be ſermented, there muſt 
be a very * Proportion of Leſt. = ; = 


12.—Tt os been ſtated, that as of the en of Gin i in Hol- 

land, ferment their Waſb on the Grain, without ſeparating them; and that, 

. aſter the Fermentation, they put the mixed Maſs of Waſh and Grains 
into the Still together: Have you any Knowledge of this Practice, and 
cen you ſtate the Advantages or Diſadvantages attending it? 


- have heard of this Circumſtance, the Advantage muſt be that of extradting 
_ almoſt the Whole of the ſaccharine Matter from the —_. 


13.—Can you aſcertain what Form and Capacity of Still, and Form, 
Capacity, Conſtructon of Fire- place, will require the leaft, and what 
the greateſt Space of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in proportion 
to the Quantity of Waſh, or Low Wines, put into it; all other Circum- 
ſtances, as Quality Materials, Strength of Waſp, Fuel, Degree of Heat, & c. 
being, in both Caſes, equal, and the'moft favourable to quick Diſtillation ? 


The Model, as that laid before the Committee, and a Still about Forty 'Gallons 
Content, with a Head of about Thirty Gallons Content, ſet upon @ large proper 
Furnace, in my Opinion, would run the faſteſt poſſible; and a narrow deep Sul, 
ſet upon a ſmall F urnace, and having a ſmall Head, will r run che flowell.. 1 


14. Can you ht any 1 Check to prevent a /v0 rapid 2 
tillation, except by confining the Diſtiller to the Uſe of ſuch a Still, in 

Form and Capacity, and ſuch a Fire-place alſo in Form, Capacity, and 
Conſtruction, as ſhall be found to be leaſt run, to ſuch 1 5 Diſ- 


tillation? ey . | 
| Nothing 
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Nathing elſe ; unleſs it were expedient to reſtrict a pretty gs Sl to e a 
Head; Pipe, and Worm ; this OG do it very hea 155 | 


ww p- 


1 8 you aſcertain the Dis venere in the Time necefiigy to dif. 

charge a Still of the Form and Capacity, and uſed with a Fire-place 

alſo " the Form, Conſtruction, and Capacity, leaſt favourable to rapid 

Diſtillation, and that neceſſary to diſcharge a Still of the ſame Capacity, 

but of. the Form moſt. favourable to rapid Diſtillation, and. uſed with - 

a Fire- place of the Capacity, Form, and Conſtruction moſt fayqurable . 

to rapid Diſtillation ; the Quantity, Quality, and Strength of the Charge, 
and of the Fuel, being the ſame in both Caſes? 


Without attending an Experiment I could not. 


16,—l1t has been ſuggeſted, that the Proceſs of Diſtillation may hs 
greatly accelerated by uſing the Air Pum mp, to exhauſt the Atmoſpheric 
Air which remains in the Still after it is charged ; can you give the Com- 
mittee any Information on this Subject, or ſtate, with any Degree of Ac- 


curacy, to what Extent ſuch a Practice would, ceteris paribus, accelerate „ 


Diſtillation, and whether it would have any Effect in + improving the 
Quality of the Spirits, or vice ver/a? 


J have no Mower, and can form no Juſt Idea of this Cale. 


17 Do you know of any 3 or Proceſs, the Uſe of which - 
can be diſguiſed, which will prevent the Hydrometer from aſcertaining the ; 
Strength of the Spirit; and if you do, can you ſuggeſt any caly- any: 
ready Method of Detection? ? 


Sugar, or any ſaccharine Matter, will diſconcert the Powers of the Hydro- 
meter. By burning ſome of the Spirits, the Rgduum will diſcover 1 „„ 


18.—ls the preſent Mode of. Ps ER, the Sarah of Spirits by 
the Hydrometer employed by the Officers of Exciſe for that Purpaſs, ſufficiently 
certain and accurate; or do you know of any other Mode more accurate 
and certain; and if you do, ſtate the Reaſons which occur to you for or 
againſt the Subſtitution of ſuch Mode for that now in Ulſe ? 


I do think the Hydrometer ſufficiently accurate for Practice, and know of no | 
«Other Mcthod for Es. the . of Spirits, more juſt and practicable. 


| QUESTIONS to Mr. LEVEN 1 IT, 1798. 


HAVE you diſcovered, in the Courſe of your Duty, any fraudulent 
Means which have been employed by Diſtillers of increaſing the effective 
Content of their Stills beyond the Capacity for which they had been li- 
cenſed, or any concealed Method of heating the Waſh before it has been 
Put into the Still, contrary to Law? _ 


If you have, you are deſited 15 ſtate in Writing what thoſe Methods 
= 3 | have 
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have been, what Meaſures have been adopted by the Commiſſioners oy 
Exciſe to put a Stop to them, and what have been the Effects of thoſe 

15 Meaſures, and to deliver in ſuch Statement to this Committee? 


Can you furniſh the Committee with an accurate Deſcription of the 
Form and Dimenſions of the moſt improved ſhallow Still, with its Head, 
Pipe, Worm, and other Apparatus now uſed at thofe great Diſtilleries in 
Scotland, where they diſtil with the greateſt Celerity; if you can, you are 
deſired to lay ſuch Deſcription in Writing before the Committee, together 
with a Drawing explanatory thereof LE, | 


ANSWERS. 


IN the Month of March 1797, in the Courſe of my Duty, I diſcovered thoſe 
' Diſtillers, the Drawings of whoſe Stills and Utenfils have been laid before the 
Committee by Mr. Bonar, and ſeveral others that are not inſerted in that Book, 
all working with ſuch horizontal Tubes and Pipes, and Utenſils for heating Waſh 
contrary to Law, as is therein ſet forth. Some of theſe Pipes, perticularly the flat 
ones, were very artfully contrived for evading the Duties z on the upper Side, 
appearing to fall below the Level of the higheſt Part of the Still Head, while the 
under Side did riſe gradually for a great Length; and till it fell below the Level 
of the lower Part oF the Angle, where it joined the upright Pipe, anſwered every 
Purpoſe of a large Head, the Waſh boiling up into it, and playing back and fore 
into the Still, The great Advantage of the above-mentioned Pipes to the Diſ- 
tillers was, they contained, in general, more than double the Content of the Still; 
were either made to riſe as above deſcribed, or, if upon a Level, at a certain Diſ- 
tance there was a Stopper or Check in the Inſide, a Piece of thin Copper, a Fourth 
or Half the Diameter of the Tube, which kept back the Waſh till che Ebullition 
of that which remained in the Still fell down, and a regular Boil took place, then 
that in the horizontal Veſſel run back into the Still; ſo that in either Caſe they 
might force Diſtillation as faſt as Fire could do it, yet the Still would never run 
foul. Hence it will appear, that to carry on Diſtillation with the utmoſt Celerity 
poſſible, there muſt be a Space above the Surface of the Liquor ſufficient to con- 
tain at leaſt Two Thirds thereof, otherwiſe the Still may run foul, I ſtated the 
Diſcoveries above-anentianed to the Honourable Board of Exciſe, and particularly, 
that in my Opinion all theſe Pipes and Tubes were liable to Duty, and which 
wquld amount to above /. 66, ooo per Annum. The Commiſſioners immedi- 
ately iſſued a General Letter, ordering their Officers to meaſure and charge with 
Duty all Horizontal Tubes and Pipes, as high as the Steam can aſcend, and alſo 
gave Directions for proſecuting the Delinquents whom I had recorded, 
In October pe I was ordered by the Commiſſioners to meaſure and aſ- 
certain the Contents of all the Stills to be licenſed the Year commencing 10th 
October 1797. Before ſetting out upon this important Duty, I called upon Mr. 
Bonar, Solicitor, and obſerved to him, that notwithſtanding the Board's General 
Order in conſequence of my Report before-mentioned, none of the Surcharges 
made by me having been recovered, I underſtood the Diſtillers were imagining 
that I was wrong in thinking them at all liable, and were ſtill going on uſing the 
ſame Kind of horizontal Tubes, &c. that I had reported in March laſt. 1 farther 
obſerved, that as the Words of the Law, * charging with Duty as high as the 
Steam can alcend,” was not generally well underſtood by the Officers, and the 
Conſtruction put upon them by the Diſtillers being very unfavourable for the Re- 
venue, I thought ſome Explanation was neceſſary, and in the mean Tune would 


lubqus 
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ſubmit a Plan to him as a Law Officer, which, if he thought was legal, would in 
my Opinion be of infinite Advantage to the Revenue upon that Branch; viz. 
that when | meaſuring Stills, Heads, and Pipes, for Duty, the Top of the Throat 
of the upright Pipe or Head ſhould be he Point, at the Level of which and all 
above it Duties ſhould be charged thus: 9 9 5 1 | V 
The Pipe from Ne 1, being wholly above © 
the Level of the Top of the Knee below Si 
the Dot, is all liable to Duty. N' 2, 
being all below the level Line, is not 
chargeable. The upright Pipe to be mea- 
ſured as a Cylinder up to the Top.—Suſ- %% ge ous | 
petting, however (and which I found to be the Caſe) that the Diſtillers would be 
very unwilling either to relinquiſh or pay for their favourite Pipes, and might 
diſpute any Charge made upon them; that the Commiſſioners might the better 
judge of ſuch a Caſe, and ſee the Plans by which Duties had been greatly evaded, 
I requeſted that a Perſon ſhould go along with me, in order to take Drawings of 
the moſt remarkable Figures that ſhould occur; to all which the Honourable 
Board was pleaſed to agree, and gave Orders accordingly. As expected, I found 
all of them in the ſame State as in March laſt (prior to this Survey) and ſome 
with more improved Art. I communicated my Plan of charging the Duty upon 
their Stills and Apparatus, and wr it in Option either to conform to the Angle re- 
| preſented by N' 2, or to pay for all above the Level Line as repreſented by Ne 1. 
After much Heſitation, they all complied with the Angle 45 Degrees, and greatly 
enlarged the Heads of their Stills, and for which they now pay the proper 
Duty. Thus the Plan propoſed and executed had an immediate and the 
defired Effect, The Price of Spirits was inſtantly raiſed above Six Pence per 
Gallon; the Diſtillers, who before were not paying L. 30 per Gallon now pay 
the full Duties, J. 54 per Gallon upon the Stills; and I heſitate not to aver, 
that the Revenue is thereby advantaged from 30 to /. 50, ooo per Annum. Hence 
my Reaſons for recommending, if the Syſtem of licenſing Stills ſhall continue, 
that all Pipes from the Still Heads, if not charged with Duty, ſhall-go off at an 
Angle of 45%, which will effectually prevent the Waſh that may boil over from 
returning by that Channel back to the Still, and thus oblige the Diſtillers to have 
proper Heads for their Stills. The Practice of heating Waſh before being put 
into the Still by Means of Fire is prohibited by Law; ſome Diſtillers however, 
and whom I diſcovered, contrived a Method, which they imagined did not come 
within the Meaning of the Act, being done by Steam. The Utenſil which con- 
tained the Waſh was perforated by the Pipe from the Head of the Still, the Steam 
within which (through the ſaid Pipe) heated the Waſh almoſt to the Boil, and 
from this Veſſel there was a cloſe Pipe fired to the Still, Proſecutions have been 
commenced againſt ſuch Delinquents, and the Practice is now entirely given up. 
Another Method of evading Duties was, particularly at Lochrin in Edinburgh, 
and Saint Clement's Wells, in the Country, by having more than One Cock upon 
the long Pipes from the Waſh Tuns to the Stills; when the Still is charged, the 
Cock next the Tuns is ſhut, and that next the Still is open; all the Space from 
the Still to the moſt diſtant Cock ſerves as Part of the Head, and receives Part 
of the Boil from the Still. I have alſo diſcovered a Diſtiller whoſe Still Head 
was too ſmal} for working againſt Time, having a charging Back with a co 
Head, a Pipe from the Tuns to it, and another from it to the Still; no more 
Waſh was let into this Veſſel than was neceſſary for Oue Charge of the Stills that 
done, the Cock next the Still was left open; this Utenſil then operated as a Head, 
received the Boil, and prevented the Still from running foul. . To prevent theſe 
Evaſions I have, in my Anſwers to the printed Queries, recommended, that no 


Pipe 
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Pipe whatever ſhould remain attached to the Still when at Work. When viſit- 
ing the Diſtillery: at Cannon Mills, while it is but Juſtice to ſay that it was the only. 
Diftillery in Scotland where no Evaſion of Duties appeared, either by the Con- 
ſtruction of the Heads or Pipes of the Stills, yet I cannot help obſerving, that 
there was One Utenſil there which wore a very ſuſpiciuus Appearance, namely, 
the Body of a Still of ſeveral Thouſand Gallons Content with the Mouth ſhut 
cloſe up, and having a large Pipe leading from its Shoulder to a large Water 
Ciſtern. From the Situation and Appearance thereof I was perfectly convinced 
that it was very practicable to uſe it for the Purpoſe of Diſtillation, A Drawing 
of this Utenſil, and Apparatus near it, was laid before the Commiſſioners, with 
my Obſervations ; it is here in Mr. Bonar's Poſſeſſion, and to which I refer. I 
have ſince, however, been informed by Mr. Whyte, Superviſor, that Mr. Stein 
had cauſed the Pipe to be cut away. As ſeveral other Diſtillers have large Utenſils 
of the ſame Kind, with cloſe Covers, by which Fraud may be committed, in my 
Opinion it would be much for the Security of the Revenue, that no Diſtiller was 
allowed to have any Body, or other Part of a Still, or Utenſils with cloſe Covers 
in his Poſſeſſion, except thoſe licenſed, and for which he pays Duty. I beg leave 
alſo to ſtate another Circumſtance reſpecting the Evaſion of Duties, and it is this; it 
appears to have been a Practice when the Officers meaſured Stills for charging the 
Duty (I never was employed upon that Service before) to allow all the Iron Work uſed 
for keeping the Still clean to remain in, and which, as occupying a certain Space, 
occaſioned the Return of the Still's Content to be ſo much leſs, and conſequently 
affected the Duties to that Amount, This would be of no material Conſequence to 
the Revenue, if 0 more Iron Work was put in upon that Occaſion than was ne- 


ceſſary to be continued for the fore-mentioned Purpoſe ; but the following Cir- 
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cumſtance will ſhew what an A#y/ſe might, and probably would, be made of any 
ſuch Indulgence, if it could be /zgally claimed, In October laſt, when going to 
meaſure the Stills belonging to Mr. Andrew Stein, of Hattonburn, I found them 
almoſt choke full of Iron Work; aſtoniſhed at the Appearance, I aſked Mr, Stein 
what he meant by it, and obſerved to him, that ſuch Articles were no Part of the 
Still, and could not be allowed; he contended for former Practice, and ſaid, 
though his Iron Work might ſeem a little bulky, yet he was the beſt Judge of 
what ſuited the Purpoſe. Upon my poſitively refuſing to meaſure his Stills in that 
State, and declaring that if he attempted to uſe them before that was done, 1 ſhould 
judge it my Duty to lay the whole Work under Seizure ; he then cauſed the faid 
lron Work to be taken out; and it is to be noticed, that it conſiſted chiefly 
ol very long Chains, that apparently had never been in a Still before, or was at all 
fit for the Purpoſe alleged, and when put into a Tub of Water, was found to oc- 
cupy a Space equal to Six Gallons, and would, if allowed to remain in at meaſur- 
ing, and afterwards taken out, been an Evaſion of Duties of J. 324 per Annum. 
Having begun with Mr. Stein, in Juſtice to him as well as to the Kevenue, I 
purſued the ſame Method with every other Diſtiller in the Country (thoſe in 
a Edinburgh were meaſured by Mr. Maitland) but none of the Reſt preſented more 
Machinery than ſeemed neceſſar x. þ i 
1 have herewith produced a rough Figure of Two Stills (A.) I am unacquainted 
with the Art of Drawing) N' 1. is meant to repreſent a Still as a Medium between 
thoſe calculated for very rapid or very flow Diſtillation, and as ſuch, in my 
humble Opinion, would be the belt ſuited for a general Form, being of a cylin- 
_  drical Shape, and the ſame Diameter as at the Bottom, at a Depth equal to Two 
Thirds thereof, that is, if a Still is 30 Inches Diameter at the Bottom, it mult 
he the ſame Diameter for 20 Inches of the Depth. N“ 2. is of a Form fa- 
wahle for rapid Diſtillation, taken from a Drawing of One uſed at Cannon Mills, 
ö a | N i V 57, wane 
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C i it is ſuppoſed, rapid Diſtillation is carried on to a greater Degree than at 
ny Fiery ir I do believe there is no general Rule of Pro- 


bſerved; the whole Art enn to be, that of well repared Waſh, a ſhal- 


{os Still, by which a great Surface is expoſed to the 


Worm of ſufficient Capacity to  WOEK the Still, 


ſlow, and 
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Tear, and a Head * 
Jon Leren. 


In Paper B. there is the Figure of Two Stills of Forty Gallons Contens; ;. Nov 17 is conſtructed for, 
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ANSWERS of Mr. JOHN YOUNG, Offer of Exciſe in Scotland, to 


certain Queſtions ſent to him reſpecting the Scotch Diſtillery. 


. WHAT was the Mode of impoſirig, and the Proportion of, the 
Duty on Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, in the Ten Years pre- 
. vious to 1786, when the Licence Syſtem was adopted? ER ns. 


3 . \ 


y 1776 to 1ſt December 1785, the Duty on Spirits diſtilled in 
Scotland, was univerſally impoſed by Survey, and the Tax was rated in certain 
Proportions on the Waſh, Low Wines, and Spirits; but owing to the Regula- 


tions of the Revenue Laws, which obliged every Diſtiller to work to ſuch an 


Extent, as rendered it impoſſible for the Inhabitants of the remote Parts of 
Scotland to enter into the Buſineſs, the legal Diſtilleries were confined to a few 
Spots in the Lowlands, except ſuch as were permitted in the Lands of Fer- 


In conſequence of this, the Diſtillation of Spirits was carried on privately in 


every Part of the Country, and the Smuggler was befriended and encouraged by 


the Landlord and Farmer, who were equally intereſted in the Succeſs of his Prac- 
. „ 505; 75 E 5 DO ap 
The Advantages, however, which can ariſe from an illicit Trade, are at beſt 


bot temporary and uncertain, It therefore became a deſirable Object to the Pro- 
Prie tors of the leſs populous Parts of the Kindgom, to obtain ſuch a Law as would 


admit of the Inhabirants to engage fairly in the Diſtillery Buſineſs, on a Scale 


Avitable to their Situation and Circumſtances; and the firſt Highland Diſtillery 
Law, which was founded on the moſt rational Principles, was accordingly enafted 


No ſooner was this Act paſſed, than legal Diſtilleries were erected wherever a 


. ſufficient, Quantity of Barley could be procured, and 555 private Diſtilleries were 
almoſt immediately ſuppreſſed, by Means of the legal D 
$7.96 Informers, and on many Occaſions acted the Part of Revenue Officers, by 


iſtillers, who became vi- 


eizing the Stills of the Domeſtic Smuggler, and the Gin of the Foreign Smuggler. 
I recolle& One Inſtance in particular, of a few Diſtillers in the Aird (Inverneſs- 
Hire) who ſeized Ten Stills in One Night, which they carried to the Exciſe Office 
at Inverneſs. - OE | a 
By this Means Government was ſoon in the Receipt of Eighteen Thouſand 


Pounds per Annum, from a Branch of Revenue which had not in thoſe Countries 


formerly produced as many Shillings ; while, on the other Hand, the ſteady 
Market which the Diſtilleries afforded, induced the Farmers to follow the Example 
of their Landlords as to the Rotation of Crops. They beſtowed the utmoſt Pains 
on their Fields of Turnip, &c. which afterwards repay them with an excellent 
Crop of Barley; and the ſame Attention likewiſe prepares the Fields for the Pro- 
duction of a clean and rich Crop of Rye Graſs and Clover. The Farmers are 


thus enabled to rear a conſiderable Number of Cattle, and the Iricreaſe of Manure 


which theſe afford enable them to extend their Improvements. Belides the important 
Advantage of a ready Market for the rude Produce of the Country, which the 
Diſtilleries afford, it has been ſtated in Evidence before the Committee, by a 


„Mr. Maclagan. 5 
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the Grain and Dreg of Twelve Bolls of Barley will produce as many Stones 

Weight of Beef, as the beſt Scotch Acre of Graſs in Scotland. As there are 
many Acres in Scotland that will fatten Forty Stone Weight of Beef, it ſhould 
follow, of conſequence, that the Refuſe of 500. Bolls of Barley will fatten Forty 
Head -of Cattle of that Weight; and as it is generally allowed, that a well-fed Ox 
will double its Value when put into the Stall, the Profit ariſing from Forty ſuch 
Cattle may be eſtimated 575 200 over and above the Dung, which is worth 
at leaſt C. 40. in any Part of the Country ; and if the Manure ſhould be eſti- 
' mated according to the Difficulty of procuring it in the inland Parts, where Dung 
cannot be had at any Price, the Value will be conſiderably more. 

At any Rate it cannot be doubted, that the Means of manufacturing che 5 
Produce of the Soil, before ſending it to a diſtant Market, is of the utmoſt Im- 
rtance to the Inhabitants of every Country; and in this Reſpect the Diſtil- | 

6s have certainly been of the greateſt Conſequence, in promoting the Agricul- 
ture of the Northern Diſtricts, although I do not mean to inſiſt on che TIE 15 
ariſing from the Grains and Dreg to the Extent above ſtatet. 
Mts he Mode of n was e in the . 10 the 5th. July 1786, | 


What was the Amount of Duty collefted in 445 of thoſe Years re- 
ſpeively? ?) 


The Accomptants in the General Exciſe Office for Scotland, FTE are in Poſleſ- 
ſion of the proper ene, are the "OY ROWE: who can anſwer this N wn 
with Accuracy. | | 


3-—What has been the Mode of impoſing; and the en of x the 
Duty, in each reſpective Year, from 1786 incluſive, to the preſent Time; 
diſtinguiſhing the different Modes and Proportions | in the different Diſ- 


tricts T- 


From 5th July 1786 to the preſent Time, the Diſtillery Bote in "Backlinks FOR 
been impoſed by an Annual Licence Duty on the Contents of Stills uſed for Diſ- 
tillation; but, owing to an unfortunate Omiſſion of the Framers of the Act, the 
Diſtillers in the Lowlands of Scotland were not limited to any given Quantity of Spi- 
_ Tits, but were allowed to manufacture the utmoſt poſſible Quantity with Stills of a 
given Content, on Payment of the Licence Duty; and were alſo authorized to 
grant Certificates for the Protection of their Spirits in place of Exciſe Permits, 
by which Means us Revenue has been ee e 


The Glowing are che Rates of Licence L Duty in the different Diſtr, line 


th July bog 
| s j 10 a Intermediate 1 f 
From - - July 1786 - to. - July 1787 -| 120 —| — 1 — — 
. - July 1788... . July 1793 |. on = i 8; ns oo 
Jy; 1792 == AS . 4 Ro 
Oct. 1-95 — Dec,1796 -| 18 — — |. — 2 10 — 
Dec. 1796 Jay 1797 -| 54 = = | — [ang — 
July 1797, to be att Tien [54 —— 92 — 16 10 — 
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4. What has been the Amount of the Duty collected in each of thoſe 


en reſpectively ; diſtinguiſhing owner hp hag Tap ci tage As Was s colleRed 
in the ſame Years in the different Dittricts ? 


” 
1 LT 
ES... 


* he Anſwer. to the Second Query vill il *pply to a. . = % 456. 


"5 4s hy 5 prafiicably accurate Method be deviſed, of Lale alte ind | 


t L Er. the Spirits made and ſold for Conſumption, to be of as. wholeſome = 


2 'Quality as is compatible with the Nature of ſuch a Liquor diſtilled at 
the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, from the different | 
” Sorts of Grain, malted or raw, uſed for that Purpoſe 1 in Scotland oh 


Avi is very: probable. that a Method may be deviſed, of oſeertaining whether the 
Spi tits when manufactured are of as who!z/ome a Quality as is compatible with the 
{4 of ſuch a Liquor, but I am doubtful if the Adoption of legiſlative Re- 
gulations would be attended with the deſired Effect of ſecuring the Whole eſomeneſs 
of Spirits, if theſe Regulations ſhould tend to affect the Intereft of the Manu- 

Ure r. | 


While the Diſtillers are obliged to work. ea Time, they cannot produce a 


good Spirit with any Advantage; but if the Duty ſhould be levied according to 


the Quantity of Spirits manufaFured, a Competition as to Quality would naturally 
take place, and the Object of the Legiſlature would probably be aitained with 
more Certainty, by its becoming the Intereſt of every Individual to make as pure 
and wholeſome a Spirit as poſſible, than by the Reſtraints of Law or. the Terror of 


Pains and Penalties, 


It is generally believed that Spirits fon Raw Grain are not ſo wholeſbme as 


. Spirit from Malted Grain ; but, however this may be, it is certain, that the latter 


always bring a better Price in the Market. It would be extremely injurious, 
however, to prohibit the diſtilling of Raw Grain, as a great Part of the Barley 
raiſed in many Parts of Scotland is Se for being malted. But as it is univerſally 
acknowledget, that a Mixture of Raw Grain and Milt produces a much greater 
Quantity of Spirits than Malt alone, it could be no great Hardſhip on the Biß 
rr to er the n Og for all Naw Green ec in Diſtillation. 


65 —What 7*% been the Average Retail Price of 8 Suite Glaſ 


Proof, during the laſt Six Months, in e ieee c and 8 
Inverneſs, reſpectively ? | 


The Retail Price of 1 99) Spirits at F is 1 45. Glaſs Proof, 


and in thoſe Parts of Aberdeenſhire which extend through the Intermediate and 


remote Diſtricts, the Price of Highland Whilkey is about 8 5. per Gallon of the 
fame Strength. 

The Difference of Price ariſes chiefly from the: very great Expence of Fuel and 
E Wages (which affects the Coſt of Spirits in the Highlands much more 


chan in the Lowlands, on Account of the Difference of Quantity diſtilled with the 


Jike Number of Hands) together with the very high Duty paid by the Highland 
compared with the Lowland Diſtillers. This latter Aſlertion may appear ſome- 
what extraordinary, when compared with the Rates of Duty in the Statement 


under Queſtion Third; but the Fact is, that the Duty on Spirits manufactured by 


ſome of the Lowland Diſtillers is reduced to a niere Trifle, by Means of the 
Expedition with which they carry on their Operations, and the Privilege they have 


of making the utmoſt potſible Quantity of Spirits in a given Time on Pay- 


ment of the Licence Duty; whereas the Diſtillers in the Intermediate Diſtrict are 
* Femin for no more than 3,320 Gallons of Spirits to a TAY Gallon hs 


80 ore H D 81 LL E 8 


| Ae 36-6 * 


r 1 they Payr 4 Doty of Z 0 360, which operates as a Tax of 2 4. 2 0. on el ; . | 


Gallon of Spirits. Although the Duty in the remote Diſtrict, as flared, appears 


to be little more than One Ninth of the Licence Duty thithe I bulahds' yet it = 


operates as 4a Tax of 16. 8 fd. on every Gallon of Spirits manufactured and per- 
mitted ; the Licence Duty of C. 260, which the Diſtiller pays for a Still of Forty 
Ballons, being ® ae grad wad _ r of TN, a” Is. ot 


* e 


; 1 3 * 3 6 \ 5 4 44 p- 13 5 89 235 2 os Ke * 


5h bat i is the bel Price per Gallon, at "winch lan Spire 
5 One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be ſoſd for Conſumption in Scot- 
land without the. Hazard of Competition by illegal Practices at e or 


Importation | from the Continent, or from Ireland? EE VELO 


'Wholeſome Spirits One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, at prefiinie; be 
(Fold for Conſumption in Scotland at about 65. 6. per Gallon, without the 


Hazard of Competition * illegal Practices at owes or Importation from any, 


other Country. 5 


While good Whiſkey can be had at this fling! Rate with ſmugeled Gin, Which 


is commonly ſold in Wholeſale at 5 6. per- Gallon, Glaſs Proof ( (equal to about 
65. 6d. One to Ten over Proof) the Whiſkey will always have the Preference, 

and the Running of Foreign Spirits will be diſcouraged; but if the Price ſhould 
be raiſed much higher, Smugglers of every Deſcription! will be induced-to reſume 

their Uicit Traffic, as is now actually the Caſe in ſome-Degree in many Parts of 


the Highland Diftrits, I am 405 of Opinion that Spirits ſhould never exceed 


66. 6 d. per Gallon, One to Ten over Proof in Wholeſale, nor " ſhould Lott ever 


N e e S3 


be W as in n Event. eye would become liable to . 5 PT 


"In n much of War Price pen Galen. can . Nianeſtcturer afford 
to pay as Duty to Government, leaving him a fair and ample Profit, cal- 
culated according to the Average Price of Grain, Fuel, Labour, and other, 
Charges, during the laſt Ten ears; e er u. en * 
ſuch Calculation? 


"The Duty per Gallon which a Mantifadturer: ran afford to * to 58 
ment, out of the Price above ſtated, mult de pend' in a great Meafure on his local 
Situation, and the Prime-Coſt of the Spirits, Rh eng 

In the -Lowlands of Scotland, where the Diftiller has the Command of the beſt © 
Grain, Plenty of Yet, and Coal, at a cheap Rate, he tan produce a given Quan- 
tity of Spirits at a much leſs Expence than the Highland Diſtiller, wi is obliged | 
to uſe inferior Barley, to work without a ſufficient Quantity of Veſt, and to 
po an extravagant Price for bis Coals, or a ſtill more extravagant Price for his 


cats. Beſides, the Lowland Diſtiller can manufacture Fifty Thouſand: Gallons | | 


-of Spirits, with the like Number of Servants that may be neceſſary to attend on 
24 Forty Gallon Still in the Highlands of Scopand, which i is very properly | limited”, 
to the Production of a ſmall Quantity. 

The Lowland Diſtiller, therefore, who carries on bs Mauls ii 4 County 
where all theſe - Things ate cheap and abundant, can well afford to pay a higher 
Duty to Government out of the Price of 6's. 64. per-Gallon, than the Hi ghland | 

Diſtiller whoſe” Situation is widely different. The Average Price of En in- 
cluding the Malt Duty in the Lowlands, during the laſt Ten Vears, may be ſtated 


at about C. 1. 4. per Boll, and the Average Produce may be eſtimated at Nine 
Gallons, One to Ten over Proof (equal to about Eleven Gallons and a Half of - 


Glaſs Proof). The Expence of Grain ſufficient to produce a Gallon of Spirits, will 
e come to N 4. * he N Felt, Servants Bede or ho 0c 
0! car 
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| Wear of Utenſils, Intent -of Money, c. may be eſtimated at abt 15. 


(Gallon, fo that the Total Prime Coſt of a Gallon of Lowland Whiſkey will por | 
to about 3s. 8 4. The Diſtiller can therefore afford to pay 2 5. per Gallon (One 


to Ten over Proof) and diſpoſe of his Spirits to conſiderable Advantage. 


In the Highlands, again, the Average Price of Grain may be ſtated at /. 1. But 


8 a Boll of 1 land 2— ſeldom produces more than Seven Gallons, One to 
Ten over Proof, the Expence of Grain will therefore amount to 25. 104. and the 


Average Expence of Manufacture cannot be eſtimated under 15. 34. From this 


Statement, which I believe is juſt, it is evident that a Highlander cannot pay 
above 15. 94. per Gallon, and ell his . the ame Terms with the Low- 


7 Jander. 


If the Lowland Diſtiller ſhould only pay the ſame Tax which the Highland 
Diſtiller can afford to pay, the Price of Spirits would fall beneath that Standard, 


Which ſound Policy and a due Regard to the Health and Morals of. the lower 
(Claſſes preſcribe. 


If, on * other Hand, the ſame Rate of Duty which is urged by Neceſſity to be 
laid on ardent Spirits diſtilled in the Lowlands, ſhould be impoſed: over all the 
Kingdom without any Diſtinction, the Price of Spirits in the leſs favoured Parts, 
would immediately advance to ſuch a Degree as could not. _e to N coal 
W of Smuggling, 


9. —What may it be ates that the Annual Produce of ſuch Duties 
would amount to, calculated upon the beſt Opinion that you can form of 
the Population and Conſumption of the Country? 


Whatever may be the Pop ulation of Scotland, the Conſumption of Spirits will 


'be regulated in a page e Degree by their Quality, and the Price at which 
th 
Price- will diminiſh in proportion or if any ſuch Regulations ſhould be adopted 


with wry 6 to the 7 of levying the Duty, as will, in Effect, create a Monopoly 
of the 


and he will be . — by the Landlords and Farmers whatever the Duty may 
be; and indeed it is not to be ſuppoſed that the Inhabitants of inacceſſible Glens 
and Mountains will convey the rude Produce of their Labours to the Diſtance of 


ey can be got. If Spirits are made of a bad Quality, or raiſed too high, the 


uſineſs, the er will be induced to ſupply the Country with Spirits, 


aſcertained, contains 1,600,000 
bel 


It may be Fn would be diſtilled io Wel Parts o 


Twenty or Thirty Miles, and diſpoſe of it for half Price, when they can, without 


much Trouble and at little Expence, manufacture it into an Article of ready Sale 
and of great Value. 


ln eicher of the above. Caſes, the Duties muſt fall very much below any Calcu- 


lation that may be made of the Conſumption of Spirits founded on the Pc lation | 
of the Kingdom. 4 


n Trade ſhall be: allowed in- che diene Pam of: 


the Country on Payment of a moderate Duty, rated according to the Quantity of 


Spirits which Perſons in different Situations may find it convenient to manuſac- 
ture, 1 have no Doubt but the Amount of Revenue would far exceed any Calcu- 


Jation that 1 have ſeen, founded on the Number of Inhabirants, 


In this Caſc, and taking it for 22 that Scotland, as is now pretty accurately 
habitants, and that One Third of theſe ſnould 
e upon an Average One Gill of Spirits per Day, the other Two Thirds 
is preſumed, Women and Children, and Perſons who conſume but a very 

— 8 of Britiſh Spirits, a Year's Conſumption at the foregoing Allow- 


2 i Day, which is by no Means overrated, ſhould amount to 5,800,0c0 Gal - 
ons 


ying aſide odd eee of Glaſs Proof Spirits, being about 200 
Gallons, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof. , 8 


Suppoſing Fourteen Fiſteenths of the Quantity, ſay = fe Cor Gallons, e 
ountry, where Fu 
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tis cheap and abundant, and could therefore bear a Duty of 24. per Gallon, the 
Revenue ſhould fee ] ]—? iii © 2 EIDOS 
and rating the other One Fifteenth, ſay 400,000 Gallons, which  _ 
dit is probable would be manufactured in Places where they could  ' 
.only pay 1-5, gd, the Duty ſhould. be  — — 35,000 


Making in al! — 3 $7 5,000 


| ——— 


10.— What will be the beſt Method of impoſing and collecting that 
Duty, ſo as to guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, and incur the leaſt Ex- 
ppence in proportion to the Amount of its Produce.; and in particular, 
will it be better, under all the Circumſtances of the Country, to adhere to 

the Syſtem of Licence, or to reſort to the former, or any other Method of 
—. . 1 5 „%%% bb” 
Though it muſt be allowed that the Duty on Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, may 
be levied by Licence at a much leſs Expence, and that by this Means Frauds upon 
the Revenue may be more eaſily 2 than by Survey; yet the working 
againſt Time, and the Operation of the high Licence, are attended with this mani - 
feſt Diſadvantage, that the Duty affects different Perſons in the ſame Trade in a 
Variety of different Degrees, and conſequently deſtroys that Equality of Taxation 
which.ought to be the Object of equitable Laos. 
While the Licence Duty remained at the low Rates of £.1 10s. and I. 3 per 
Gallon on the Contents of Stills in the Lowlands, it did not require any extraor- 
dinary Exertion on the Part of the Diſtillers in general to reduce the Tax on the 
Spirits produced to leſs than a Penny per Gallon; and though the middling 
Claſs of Diſtillers did not 5 keep Pace with the Expedition of the firſt Rate 
Diſtillers, yet the Moderation of the Duty rendered the conſequent Inequality of 
leſs Importance; but in . as the Rate of Licence Duty advanced, the 
Speed of the latter increaſed, and the Conteſt became more arduous and difficult. 
The local Advantages of the firſt Claſs of Diſtillers, and the rapid Improvements - 
which they made in the Art of Diſtillation, obliged a great many of the inferior 
Manufacturers to relinquiſh the Buſineſs, by which Means the Contents of Stills 
in the Lowlands have gradually decreaſed, without any Diminution of the Quan- 
tity of Spirits required to ſupply the Conſumption of the Country; nay, it has 
been found that the reduced Entries: have produced in a Year and a Half about 
Two Millions and a Half beyond the Annual Conſumption, although there was 
little or no Spirits on Hand at the Cloſe of the Prohibition, If the Licence 8Syſ- 
tem, therefore, ſhould be continued, and the Diſtillers obliged to work againſt. 
Time, the Circumſtance juſt mentioned would render a farther Reduction of En= 
tries abſolutely neceſſary (although there ſhould not be a Drop of Spirits diſtilled 
in the Highlands); and it is difficult to conjecture what Extent of Duty the Legi- 
Nature would require to impoſe on the Contents of Stills, ſo as to overtake te 
Expedition of which ſome of the Lowland Diſtillers may be capable. 5 


i ex 5 ——— 


It appears from the beſt Information, that Individuals preſently engaged in the 
Diſtillery Buſineſs in the Lowlands, pay (according to their different Modes of 
Practice) almoſt all the different Rates of Duty, from 31 d. up to 1.5. 84. per Gal. 

| Jon of Spirits, and this is the equalizing Mode which ſome Perſons propoſe ſhould  *. 
be continued, and till farther extended; but if that ſhould rake place, I may be | 
allowed to predict that Two or Three Diſtillers in the Firth of Forth will, in a 

very few Years, outrun every one of their Brethren at preſept in the Trade, and 

enjoy a complete Monopoly of the Barley and Spirits of Scotland. This, it myſt, 

be acknowledged, would render the collecting of the Revenue a very caly Mat- 
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ter, and at a ſmall Expence to Government, but it would be the moſt expen- 
ſive Mode to the Public that human Ingenuity could poſſibly invent. 
"As to the beſt Mode of levying the Duty, I muſt ſay, with a reſpectable and 
experienced Revenue Officer, that “ this Query is of ſuch Importance, and the 
Conſequences ſo very material to the Revenue, to the Country at large, and to 
the Trade in general, that I find myſelf very unequal to give ſuch an Anſwer to 
the Queſtion as the Subject requires.” But it occurs to, me, that the faireſt 
Mode of impoſing any Tax which muſt ultimately be paid by the Conſumer, 
is by taking an Account of the manufactured Article, or of the Materials of which it 
is compoſed, and charging theſe with the Duty, in ſuch a Manner as to operate 
equally as a Tax upon the Article to the full Extent intended by the Legiſla- 
ture, whether the ſame ſhall be brought to Market by the {kilful or unſkilſul 
Manufacturer. „ oO. „ 
As it might, however, be dangerous to abandon altogether the Principles of 
the Mode of levying the Duty by Licence, I would beg Leave to ſuggeſt, that the 
Diſtiller ſhould be limited to a given Quantity of Spirits, , proportioned to the 
Contents of his Stills, as is now actually the Caſe with reſpe& to the Highland 
Diſtricts. if it ſhould be the Intention of the Legiſlature, that Spirits diſtilled, 
in every Part of Scotland, ſhould pay a Duty of 25. per Gallon, the Diſtillers in 
the Lowlands ſhould be allowed to manvfatture 540 Gallons, The Diſtillers in 
the Intermediate Diſtrict 90 Gallons, and the Diſtillers , in the remote Diſtrict 65 
Salons of Spirits, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, for every Gallon their 
Stills ſhall contain on Payment of the preſent Licence Duties; and as it will be 
neceſſary in this Caſe; that a regular Account ſhall be kept by the Revenue Offi- 
cer of the Spirits produced, the like Duty of 25. ſhould; be charged for every 
Gallon of Spirits diſtilled beyond their reſpective Allowances, This would admit 
of the Competition of every Individual in the different Diſtricts, according to his 
Situation and Circumſtances, and the Duty which would ariſe from this Over- 
lus Quantity of Spirits, in Addition to the Licence Duty, would, in all Proba- 
ility, exceed the Sum of. 400, oo, making a full Allowance for accidental De- 
falcation. I would beg Leave to add, that there are very few Parts of the High- 
land Diſtricts where a greater Quantity than Three or Four Thouſand Gallons - 
of Spirits, being about the Produce of 500 Bolls of Grain, could be diſtilled 
with any Advantage to the Country, on Account of the Scarcity of Fuel and 
'Yeſt, and the Difficulty of procuring 4 greater Quantity of Grain within a con- 
JJ... Tn ph fg 
IH a Diſtiller ſhould be prohibited from entering into the Trade, unleſs he ſhould 
take out a Licence to manufacture a much greater Quantity of Barley, ſuppoſe 
Two. or Three T houtand Bolls, the whole Inhabitants, within Twenty or Thirty 
Miles in every Direction, would be under the Neceſſity of ſending their Grain to 
the Spot where the Diſtiller ſhould think proper to carry on his Buſineſs, This 
in many Places would be attended with a very great Expenſſmee. 
Even the preſent Quantity is too high for many Parts of the Country, An 
Acquaintance of mine in Badenoch, had every Thing prepared. for carrying on a 
 - ſmall Diſtillery, when a Licence was allowed to manuſacture 250 Bolls, but when 
the Quantity was increaſed to 459, he was obliged to give up his Intention for 
Want cf Grain, &c. He could raiſe nearly the former Quantity on his own 
Farm, if he could find a Market for it, or convert the Grain into a faleable 
Article ; but he is now obliged to paſture his Fields, which, for Want of Culture, 
are faſt returning to a State of Nature. Lo oo Sa Eee? 
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11. bought there to be any Difference, as to the Quantity or Mode of 
impoſing and collecting the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland, on 
Account of the Difference of the Quality of the Grain produced, of = 
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Peͤel found in thoſe different Parts, and of other Circumſtances; and if 


there ought, what ſhould that Difference be? 


Whether there ought to be any Difference in the Mode of impoſing and collec- 
ting the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland or not, depends in a great Meaſure 
on the Nature of the Syſtem which the Legiſlature may be diſpoſed to adopt for 
the ß /) Eo oo oo en 
lf the Duty ſhould be laid on the manufactured Article, or on the Materials of 
Which it is compoſed, as is the Caſe with. 95 other Article of Taxation, there 
would not require to be any Difference as to the Made of impoſing and collecting 
the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland, as every Man would then have it in 
his Power to engage in the Diſtillery Buſineſs, as well as in every other, according 


* 


to his Capital and local Situation. FF 
But if:the. Licence Syſtem, as eſtabliſned in the Lowlands, ſhall be continuec 
without any Limitation as io the Quantity of Spirits which, may. be produced, it 
will then be abſolutely neceſſary that there ſhould be a Difference as to the Mode 
of impoſing and collecting the Duty in the leſs populous Parts of the Kingdom, 
where extenſive Diſtilleries cannot be carried on. 
I has, I think, been clearly proved before the Committee, that there is One 
Diſtiller in particular in Scotland, Who actually manufactures 3,500 Gallons f 
Spirits per Annum for every Gallon of the Contents of his Stills, and that the Duty 
on the Spirit thus produced, even at the £-.54 Licence, does not exceed 3.34. and 
: Fon pron DD 

It is cunſequently evident, that the Revenue muſt greatly ſuffer, and Spirits 
continue at a very low Price, unleſs the Rate of Licence Duty ſhall be advanced 
in proportion to the Facility of the moſt expeditious Diſtiller. And if it ſhould 
be the Wiſh of the, Legiſlature that all Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, ſhould pay a 
Duty-of 2 4. per Gallon, ſo as to: raiſe. the Price of Spirits to about 6 5. 6 4. it 
would be neceſſary to increaſe the Licence Duty to L. 390 per Gallon; and this 
Duty, even on the ſmalleſt Still that can be imagined for public Uſe, would amount 
to ſuch an immenſe Sum, and the Diſtiller would require to manufacture ſuch an 
immenſe Quantity with. it to reimburſe himſelf, that I may venture to ſay there 
are not above Two Houſes in Scotland that would continue in the Buſineſs, unleſs 
it can be ſuppoſed that every Diſtiller Whatever ſhould poſſeſs the ſame Degree of 
But. as it is well known that there are. very ſew Diſtillers in Scotland, who can 
carry on their Operations in nearly the like Manner, it is evident that ſuch a Re- 
7 7 9 would throw the Whole of the Buſineſs into the Hands of One or Two 
Diſtillers of ſuperior Skill and Capital, at a. very, great Diſtance from molt Parts of 
JJ. /. EEE. 

This Circumſtance alone, independent of every other, would reduce the Price 
of : Barley to ſuch a. Degree, as would inevitably. diſcourage the Farmers of Scot- 
land at the preſent. Rents, and if thoſe Rents ſhould. be reduced in conſequence. 
of ſuch an Event, it would have a ſimilar Effect on the Circumſtances of the 
landed. Proprietors, who have arranged the various Items of their Expenditure, 
according to what they ver juſtly deemed. their permanent Revenue, and Which 
Goverament, on that Prefumprtion, has taxed for Three Years to come, 
Beſides this alarmipg Diſadvantage it is evident, if the Diſtillery-Buſineſs of Scot-, 
land ſhould unfortunately. fall into the Hands of One, Two, or Three Individuals, 
by Means of Regulatiens which can only apply to the moſt ſkilful Manvfafturer, 
and the moſt fertile Country, that the knowing Agents of the Lowland Diſtillers - 
will have an Opportunity x orgs all the Tricks of Change Alley, and i may 


venture to aſſert that the Market in every Part of Scotland, remote from, as well 
a ear to the Seat of Monopoly, will always be uncertain, and the Prices fluctu- 

- ating. Indeed the Price of Grain for _ Months back. in the Intermediate Diſ- 
5 3 „ 
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+xrit, where the Diſtillers were obliged to abandon the Buſineſs in conſequence of = 


the late Diſtillery Law, confirms the Juſtneſs of the Aſſertion, and clearly proves 
that the Farmers of the Highland Diſtricts can never depend on the Lowland 
"Market, if the Regulations of a new Law ſhould tend to confine the Diſtillery 


-Bufineſs to any particular Part of the South, _ 


When I left Aberdeen in the Beginning of April, Bear and Batley in that and 


the peighbovring Counties could not be ſold at 12 5. per Boll, The Dulneſs of the 
Market was for ſome Time attributed to the Inſtability of che Diſtillery Law, 
which it was faid prevented the South Country Diſtillers from making their uſual 
Purchaſes, but it is now well known that they have been working more expeditiouſly 
than ever, and have in fact produced in the Courſe of a Year and a Half an incon- 
-ceivable Quantity of Spirits beyond the Annual Conſumption of the Country, 
hich they muſt have manufaCtured. from Barley procured'in other Places. 
Perhaps it may be ſaid, that the Demand for Spirits will ſtill continue the ſame 
Wherever it ſhall be manufactured, and conſequently occaſion an equal Con- 
ſumption of Barley; but though this ſhould be the Caſe, it is obvious that the 
Price to the Farmer mult always diminiſh according to his Diſtance ſrom the 


In England, it is true, the Diſtillery Buſineſs is entirely confined to London, 


except One Diſtillery at Briſtol, and another at Maidſtone, and yet the Farmers 


4 N it may be advanced, do not apparently ſuffer any great Inconvenicnce 
Fa 


its being To. But it is to be obſerved, that the Circumſtances of the Two 
JJ different. OO 
In England. there are excellent Roads, numerous Canals, and navigable Rivers, 


by which. Means bulky Articles may be conveyed to a conſiderable Diſtance at a 
very ſmall Expence, and wherever theſe Conveniences are wanting, the Soil pro- 


iſh Corn Farmers, as their Lands 
bundant Crops of Wheat, which is their Staple ; and 
the Diſtilleries conſume but a very ſmall Proportion of the Barley raiſed in the 
Kingdom, compared with the Quantity uſed by Manufacturers of Pot Barley, 
and Brewers who, beſides the Supply of England, furniſh, other Countries with 


duces rich and abundant Crops of Graſs git Corn _ Beſides, the Barley 


82 


I am nevertheleſs of Opinion, that it would be of great Advantage even to 
agricultural Intereſts of England, if Diſtilleries on a ſmall Scale were. diſperſed 


Towns, and carried on wherever there is a greater Quantity of Barley than js 


1 for other Purpoſes: It is obvious, in that caſe the Farmers would receive 
at 


eaſt a Sum equal to the Expenee of Carriage, in Addition to the preſent Price. 
In. Scotland the Brewers and other Manufacturers conſume but a very ſmall 
Proportion of Barley, compared with the Diſtillers ; and the Roads in the North- 


ern Diſtricts ate by no Means and there are no Canals. I have refided 


for upwards of a Twelvemonth in Sight of the Road which leads in to Aber- 


 _ deen, from Kintore, Inverury, and the Garriech, and I have frequently ob- 
ſervec, with extreme Regret, the very great Expence and Loſs which the 


Farmers ſuſtained by being obliged. to carry their Barley to Aberdeen, The 
Carriage of Six. Bolls of Barley to the Diſtance.of from 20 to 25 Miles, coſts 


the Farmer in that Part of the Country the Labour of a Man Servant and 
Pair of Horſcs for Two complete Days, by which the Horſes are rendeted vnfit 


for working on the Third; and this at the. very loweſt cannot be eſtimated. 


below 305. 


It may alſo be obſerved; chat the Farmers in the North and Weſt of Scotland: 


: 1 
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the Soil is 1 of producing Wheat, they confer Barley, and the Rotation 
of Crops connected with the raiſing of it, as the Foundation of evety Improve- 
ment of which the Country is capable; and it is well known, that if the Lands 
in the Highland Diſtricts are allowed to remain for any conſiderable Time without 
being ploughed up, they are covered with Heath and Whins, and afford but the 
moſt ſcanty Paſture; whereas if the Inbabitants had a good and ſteady Market 
hu Means of Diſtilleries within a convenient Diſtance, they would be encouragec 
urſue a regular Rotation of Crops, the Soil would daily improve, and Heath 
and Win would. give e kerle wall. extenſive F ields of: a and . 


3 


eee ve boo the Checks which the Ae 15 e * 
3 different Times to prevent fraudulent Evaſion of the Duty on Spirits: 
which of thoſe have been moſt efficient; and what others can [ve ts Hg | 
which are likely to be of Advantage ro che Revenue * 


The checks which have been enacted by che Legillature, are ſo well CG to 
the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, to whom the Queſtions are particularh 
addreſſed, that the Information which they will no Doubt give on the Subject, muſt | 
be more ſatisfaftory to the Committee than the like Detail from any Individual; ; 

and it would be in vain for me to ſuggeſt any Check, which I might ſuppoſe 
would” be of Advantage to the Revenue, without having ſome Idea o * Altan 
1 the ts may ve oy agen to 2 1 8 


17 L6G 3. Ci it be aſcerwined to a erde 0 of DRY, wit 
Fw and Capacity of a Still, and of the Head and other Parts of the diſtil- 
ling Apparatus, and made of what Metal and Thickneſs, and erected with 
what Materials, and in what Manner (particulatly in regard to the Degree 

of the Angie which the Pipe or Horn ſhall form with the Head). will pro- 

-duce the greateſt Quantity, in proportion to the Capacity, of wholeſome 

Spirits, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, diſtilled 3 the beſt Grain, 

and the beſt Proportion of that Grain as to bard and with the beſt 

Fuel, alſo employed in the beſt Proportion? 


14. Can the utmoſt Quantity of ſuch Spirits whicl ſich Still ad 1 
z paratus could yield, under uch bee e in ee e . and 
| in a Year, be aſcertained? 


15.—lf the Capacity of ſuch Stills, were: a ed or Aimiotthed; can FA 
Degin of Diſadvantage be aſcertained (in reſpect of the Quantity of Spirits 
-<qually ſtrong and wholeſome to be procured in the ſame Time) which 
would be incurred (the other-Circumſtances above-mentioned remainin 
the ſame) according to the Amount of ſuch Increaſe or Diminution o 
Capacity: For Example, Suppoſing the moſt produetive Capacity to be 
Forty Gallons, can the Diſadvantage, in reſpect of Quantity, be aſcertained, 
which would be incurred by uſing T wo Stills of Twenty Gallons each, in- 
ſtead of One of Forty Gallons, or in eee of Eighty Gallons, i in - 
ſtead of Two of Forty Gallons each? 5 


Theſe Queſtions can be anſwered only by. Perſons s an o rage of 
"FN the Facts by actual e 


1 


"I . bg 
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16.—Can the Degre c of Difference. 15 1 ck — EY 

12275 le the. * ſuch Spirits produced in a given Time, under Cir- 
ceumſtances Alike in all other Reſpe ; from good Grain and inferior Grain, 
Juch Grain in both Caſes being * wholly malted 5 e the 2 


* * %. 
4 7 : 
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ee bermeen what. is generally underſtood by good and * 


1 cannot ſtate the Difference d which there obig be in the Quantity 
pirie that could be produced in. a given Time, from good Grain and 55 | 
Grain ; but I preſume that a Boll of inferior Grain will require more Water to 
ſeparate the faccharine Subſtance from the Huſk, in proportion to the Quantity 
it contains, than would be neceſſary for the ſame Purpoſe when ſuperior Barley is 
uſed ; and that conſequently the Waſh of the former, being of greater Bulk than 
that of the latter, will fill the Still a greater Number of Times, and therefore an 
equal Quantity of Spirits cannot be extracted in the ſame Time from the Waſh of 
inferior Grain, as from the Waſh of good or ſuperior Grain. Grain is reckoned 
good, or reckoned inferior, in proportion to the Quantity of ſaccharine Subſtance 
which it is ſuppoſed to contain, or the Quantity of Ale or Spirits of a certain Strength 
which it is capable of yielding. For Inſtance, the Grain of England and the South 
of Scotland commonly produces Ten Gallons of Proof Spirits, while the Grain of 
the Northern Diſtricts 1 dom yields more than Eight. of courſe the Grain of 


England and the South of Scotland is termed _good Grain, and that of the High. 
lan or r Northern Diſtricts 1 885 Grain, | 


: . x 4 ſame Helios. in in Cale where Mal l and Raw Grain are uſed 
IM equal Proportion? 


The Difference, as to the Quantity of Spirits which cocks be no; in a 55450 
Time, from goad and inferior Grain, when Malt and Raw Grain are Lek in equal 
er ede W nne be the ſame as in the ne „ 


| 16.—Wbst whe Difference; l in bolat of the e 00 W Vholeſome- 


- neſs of Spirits, between the Uſe of Grain of wg ſame Qualny when malted, 
and when F half malted and half raw? 


' The. Produce of Spirits from a Mixture of Malt and: Raw Grain; is ; our Two 


Gallons more than from Malt alone; but Corn Spirits are not reckoned, equally | 
wholeſome with Malt Spirits. 


The Highlanders, who make the beſt Whiſkey in. Britain, never uſe any Raw 
Grain, and they find. that when-their Barley is of ſuch a Quality as not: to malt 
properly, the Spirit which it yields is of a diſagreeable Taſte, and of a.Quality 
far inferior to what is produced from well-malted Grain. If the Duty ſhall be 
* Fig. on the Malt uled by all Diſtillers, and not on the Raw Grain, it will give 

a very great Advantage to thoſe who mix Raw Grain with their Malt, and 


enable them to reduce. the, Price of Spirits at Jeaſt in proportion to the Amount 
of "OO. ſaved. | 


-119.—Tbe lime Queition with N. 13, oppoig 5 Scorch Coal 0 > be he 
rel uſed ? 


20.— The ſame, if Newcaſtle Coal? | 
,— The ſame, if Peat? 


1 muſt "I theſe' Queſtions to ſuch. as "have. an * rtunity of inveſigating | 
the Subjects by actual Experiment; and ſhall only beg Leave to obſerve, that 
think it impoſſible that the like Quantity of Spirits can = manufactured with Peat 
as 'a Fuel, as with Scotch Coal j = e 1 have neverthele heard 
en 


un Mr. 5 of NED? TIS a hats with Pe; on _ 
OOTY, 191977: Scorch: 
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the Caſe if the Peats were, in a very pron Degree, of a fulphurous Compoſition, oe”. 
if Mr. Corbet was favoured with a Loan of the Carron Bellows. © 
22.—Whar are the Reaſons to be aſſigned for and againſt carrying on 

the Diſtilleries, in any and what Reſpect, on Sundays? 
The Saving of Duty is the only Reaſon the Diſtillers can have for working on 
Sunday, as they can eaſily arrange their Maſhes in ſuch a Way, as to avoid having 


7 
* 


' loudly for the Interpoſition of the Legiſlature, 3 . 
As it was certainly the Intention of the Legiflature that the Licence Duty of 
L. 54. ſhould be conſidered as a Compoſition for the Privilege of diſtilling 31 3 
Days in the Lear; I would propoſe that all thoſe Diſtillers who have employed the 
Sabbath in the ſame Manner with any other Day, ſhould be ſurcharged with a 
Seventh Part more Duty, on the ſame Principle as if they had wrought Fifty-two 


lawful Days more than the Term for which they were licenced. .J. 
5 5 Jobn Young. 


* * 


Appendix, N' 7. 
ANSWERS to certain Queſtions ſubmitted to Monſieur DE LAMIE, reſpect- 


1. CAN you ſay, from your Experience or Obſervation, whether Spirits, 
__ diſtilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of 
Strengrh, are more u1wholg/ome if they have been diſtilled very rapidly and 
with a very. ſtrong Fire, than when diſtilled /owly and with a gentle Heat!“ 


A Waſh rapidly diſtilled, making all the different Oils riſe with the Spirits, the 
latter will in conſequence be leſs pure and wholeſome than if they had been 
ſeparated. It is difficult to retain in the Still the Firſt of theſe Oils, which is ex- 
tremely volatile and penetrating; but the Brandy which runs in the Beginning 
may be eaſily ſet aſide, and appropriated to various U ſes of Socie x. 
The Second, which requires a ſtronger Fire to be forced from the Still, would 
in a great Meaſure remain in it if the Fire was always moderate and equal. | 
_ Repeated Experiments have proved to me, that even the beſt Cogniac Brandy, 
_ reCtified by a ſlow Fire, depoſits in the Reſiduum an Oil extremely phlegmatic 
and fetid, which, if mixed in a ſmall Quantity with the ſame Brandy, will deprive 
it of its much eſteemed and agreeable Flavour; and as long as that Oil had not 
been entirely ſeparated,'I could not render it ſuſceptible of any F _ Taſte or 
Flavour; it, on the contrary, was capable of receiving the moſt refined and agree- 
able when the utmoſt Care had been taken to rectify the Brandy, 1 1 
The Oil which remains in the Reſiduum of Brandy made of Grain, is more 
unpleaſant than that which is found in the — of Cogniac; and Ow a 
= „„ 2 | ng 


* 


Scotch Coal, which to me appears ſomewhat extrabrdinary; but it may have been 


any Part of their Waſh ripe for Diſtillation on any particular Day: And as this 8 8 
Practice gives a very great Advantage to the Immoral over the Moral, it calls © 
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ſtrong Fire has mixed this Oil with the Spirit, it is no longer poſlible to entirely 
but 


_ ſeparate it. I have attempted. co make refined Liqueurs with ſuch Brandy, but 
| have never ſucceeded, the fetid Oil, and a kind of fiery Taſte, were always pre- 
dominant. I then made a Fermentation of Grain and Malt, from which I drew 
the Spirit by a very ſlow Fire ; I rectified it ſeveral Times in the ſame Manner, 
till I made it capable of receiving all the different Flavours I wiſhed to commu. 


2. —Ifthe Diſtillation is conducted ſxilſully in other Reſpects, is it the 
Effect of a rapid Diſtillation by a frong Heat to occaſion a fiery Taſte, or 
| peculiar and diſagreeable Flavour in the Spirits, to a greater Degree than 
when the Diſtillation is performed /owly and with a gentle Heat ? 


3. What is ſuch fiery and diſagrecable Flavour in Spirits occaſioned 
by Does it ariſe from a Combination of eſſential Oil, or other offenſive 
Mlatters coming over with the Spirits, or from any other and what Cauſe? 


Anſwers to the Second and Third Articles are contained in the Firſt. 


4. Are you acquainted with the Ingredients, or Proceſſes, ſaid to be 
employed by ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminiſh ſuch unpalatable Fla- 
vour, or to communicate ſome favourite Taſte? If you are, do you know 
in what Manner thoſe Ingredients, or Proceſſes, operate in producing 
thoſe Effects? Does the Uſe of them, or of any and which of them, in the 
neceſſary Quantity or Degree, render the Spirits J/s wholeſome ? If it does, 
do you know any ready and eaſy Method of Detection when they have 
0 eroer 8 : 


Cauſtic Alkalis are uſed to abſorb the oily Particles contained in Spirits ; they 
produce the Effect to a certain Degree, but they do not entirely take away the 
phlegmatic and diſagreeable Flavour: Theſe Spirits beſides preſerve a volatile 

alkaline Smell, which many Rectifications ſeldom eradicate ; they irritate the ner- 
vous Syſtem, and more eaſily inebriate than an equal Quantity of Foreign Spirits. 
It is pope to remark, that when Brandy has acquired Age, it becomes ſofter and 
more palatable, and that the volatile Alkali evaporates if it is expoſed to the Sun 
a ſufficient Time. The Spirit of Nitre and Oil of Vitriol, which are uſed by ſome 
_ Diftillers to flavour their Brandies, ſeldom remain a long while in it; however, as 
a ſtrong Fire 1s generally uſed in the Rectification with Alkalis, and afterwards 
wh the Oil of Vitriol, &c. the Spirit becomes a Compound very little better than 
oiſon. ; )).. 8 - 


'$.—Can you ſay, from your Experience and O4ſervation, whether a Spirit 
of the ſame Strength, and diſtilled from the ſame Materials, is 4% un- 
- whaleſome, when the Wort and Waſh made from ſuch Materials is weak, 
and diluted by the Uſe of a great Proportion of Water in forming the 
Wort, than when ſuch Wort and Waſh are made fronger and more con- 


 centrated, by the Proportion of Water uſed in the Formation of the Wort 


being much leſs ? 2 e 

| Foreign Malt Brandy is lefs liable to inebriate than Britin Spirits, it is chef 
from the great Quantity of Water uſed in Fermentations, Diſtillations, and Rec- 
tifications on the Continent. Water alone has the Property of retaining the Oils 

which are called Eſſentials : In ſkilful Hands it produces what —— | 
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edly be more rapidly don done with a flow Fir by Alkalis; but the latter has Incon- 
veniences to which the former is not ſubject. When Spirits have imbibed alkaline 
Cauſtics, they cannot acquire a very e Flayour, and refined Liqueur can- 
not be * from them. | 


6,—Can more Spirits, equally 080 e 1 5 a given n Quan- | 
tity of Materials, and a Waſh o 2889 TT, by a for than e 8 
Diſtillation, or vice verſa? 


Provided the Worm is in proportion to the Stil, and the Water in the Worm 
Tub always cold, and the Spirit which runs is nearly of the Sa Heat, 
; W can be no Dillerence * W to che Quantity: 


| od more Spirits, equally "IND? be extracted 10 a give . 
tity of Materials, by making the Wort diluted and went, tan by 
it rung and concentrated, or vice verſa? 


| A liquid Fermentation extracts all the ſaccharine 88 while a thick N 


tation does not always fucceed ; therefore a Loſs of faccharine Matter muſt often: 
be Ys in the laſt O peration. 


|. 8.—Can you ſtate what is he grne? Op 2 4 Spirits which can be _ 
obtained from a given Weight of ſound healthy Grain? n 


When the vegetable Subſtance put in Fermentation receives all the 
Particles which are neceſſary, and that every Thing tends to the complete Succeſs 
of the Operation, that the Grain and the Malt employed have been of the beſt 
Quality, 22 Gallons may be drawn off, 10 over Proof upon One Quarter of Grain, 


with ſome Proportion of Malt. I have experienced it on a ſmall Scale, but muſt _ 


obſerve, that theſe Kinds of Experiments made on a large Scale will be found 
wo more favourable to the F ; ſeveral Circumſtances may, however, de- 
e the Courſe of the Fermentation, and it is ſometimes difficult to direct it. 
The Produce of ſeveral Fermentations united, ſeldom e 19.07 20 (Gallons 
over Proof in One TE of Grain and Malt. 


9.—If all the farinaceous, faccharine, or hott. Part of che Grain, | 
or other Materials, could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains or 
 Reſiduum be of any Value as Food for Animals; and is not the nutritious | 
Quality of ſuch Refduum entirely, or very much, in proportion to the 
Quantity of ſuch farinaceous or ſaccharine Matter, which ſtill remains in 
the Grains or Refduum, after the Waſh is drawn off? 


The mucilaginous Parts, which remain ought, to be nouriſhing; the Reſidue of 


fermented Molaſſes, given. with Care to 12 55 will 1 1 ben chem. [I have 
| been, Witneſs to its Effects. 


10. What are the Advanta s of nn in 4 i Qui and 
Quantity of 4e and in Quickneſs of Operation, from uſing Malt alone, 


> _ Proportion of Raw Grain mixed with mn to form the Wort and 


As to the Quality of Brand, if the Waſh is diſtilled with A ge 801 Fire, the 
Difference is 3 e; as to the 1 it Xl be 2 Ne e Is a 
roportion 
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Proportion of Grain wich the Males the latter has loſt i in 91 Propuincion "ve 25 
n e, i 3 


1 theſe M cans draw all the Brandy which might yet be contained in the Grain: 
charine Particles which the Subſtances they wiſh to ferment may contain, ſo they 


which is one Part of the Quality ſo much approved of. They likewiſe in Hol- 


taken in a different Manner here, it would be poſſible to diſpute them that Trade 


; there at that Tire was perſeRy like that of keln. 


11 . Won al Waſh bs Fre and a Spirit tilled, "I Row 
Grain alone, without any Mixture of Malt ? 


A ſmall Quantity of Malt appears to be neceſſary to produce a complete fermens 
tative Motion. WE. be 


"34, —ft has been ſtated, that ſome of the Manufacturers of Gin i in Hol- 
land, ferment their VWaſb on the Grain, without ſeparating them; and that, 
| after the Fermentation, they put the mixed Maſs of Wath and Grains into 
; the Still together: Have you any Knowledge of this 1 and can you 
- Nate the Advantages or Diſadvantages attending it? 


| Many of the Dutch Diſtillers put all the fermented Matter in the Still, and 
They take Care to put Water enough in their Operations to diſſolve all the ſac- 
loſe nothing; and they give to their Geneva by this Method the farinaceous Taſte, 


land employ various Procefles, whence proceeds the Difference of their Geneva. 
If theſe Sorts of Proceſſes were favoured by the Laws, and that the Duties were 


with Succeſs. - I ſpeak from the Experiments [ DAE made, and which have an- 


ſwered my Expectations. 
A Diſtillery was eſtabliſhed in French Flanders in 1792, and the Geneva made 


1 3. —Can you aſcertain what Form nd Capacity of Still, and Form, 
Capacity, and Conſtruction of Fire- place, will require the leaſt, and what 
- greateſt Space of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in proportion to 

the Quantity of Waſh, or Low Wines, put into it; all other Circum- 
ſtances „as Quality of Materials, Strength of Wafo, Fuel, Degree of Heat, 
&c. 8 dein in both ets _ and the moſt e zo mo Diſlilla- 

dion | 
134. Can you foggeſt any pratticable Check to prevent a 700 rapid Di/- 
 Tillation, except by confining the Diſtiller to the Uſe of ſuch a Still in 
Form and Capactty, and ſuch a Fire-place alſo in Form, Capacity, and 
Far agg as ſhall be found to 425 leaſt favourable to ſuch 1 0 Diſtil- 
lation? 


15. —Can you hates the Difference in the Time hes to diſ. 
charge a Still of the Form and Capacity, and uſed with a F ire-place alſo 
of f Form, Conſtruction, and Capacity, leaſt favourable to rapid Diftil- 
lation, and that neceſſary to diſcharge a Still of the ſame Capacity, but of 
the Form moſt favourable to rapid Diſtillation, and uſed with a Fire- place 
of the Capacity, Form, and Conſtruftion moſt favourable to rapid Diſtil- 
lation; the Quantity, Quality, and Strength of the Charge, as of che 
Fuel, being the ſame in both Caſes ? 


| +, 16,——lt has been ſuggeſted, that the Proceſs of Diſtillation may be 
px accelerated by uiing the Air Pump, to 2 the e 
| * 
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Air which remains in the St ll Rs it is charged; can you give the Com- 
mittee any Information on this Su bje&, or ſtate, with any Degree of Ac- 
curacy, to what Extent ſuch a Practice would, ceteris paribus, accelerate 
Diſtillation, and whether it would have 19 75 e in N e the gue 


lity of the Spirits, or vice verſa 4 
1 cannot aer with Pr ciſic 09 theſe Articles. 


17 ,—Do you know. of any Ingredient, or Gr the Vi of which 

can be diſguiſed, which e preuent the Hydrometer rom aſcertaining the 
Strength of the Spirit; and if 198 4. 850 0 wel * . and Naar 
Method of Detection? 


Sugar diſpuiſes the Strength of: Beardy; "The Tongue and Palate nay yy exfily 
detec the Fraud, but I know of no other Method than to b re-diftl a Part of it, 1 
have often remarked that a given 3 of Brandy, aſter Four Rectifications, 
gave exactly the ſame Produce as before the Beginning, though it is well known 
that there is a Loſs of from One to T wo per 4 on each Rectification; We. as 
it was by no Means the Intereſt of the Diſtiller to deceive himſelf, in my Opinion 
it reſults, that too rich a'Fermentation wilt Shi on the Brandy. drawn from ic 
the ſame Effect as Sugar, of wry the e canner Te ye” rn 


I 


| 18.—1s the preſent Mode of eſveredi the ** of Spirits by the 
Hydr ometer 2 by the Officers of Ex Deeps for that Kg IT 
certain and accurate; or do you know of any other Mode' more accurate 
and certain; and it you de, ſtate the Reaſons which occur to 1 ai or 
againſt the Subſticution of ſuch Mode for that now in Uſe? 0 55 


Clarke's Hydrometer is pretty exact as far as 50 oyer Proof ; bobepe inter 
mediate Weights are wanting below that Strength, but above it, it cannot be de- 
pended on, as there is a Difference of ſeveral Degrees per Cent. in every Weight. 

The Hydrometers of Dicas Quin, and an Improvement on Clarke's, 8 by 
* and Fage, 1 the intermediate eee with greater ee 


: 
| 
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| ANSWERS « of 5 Mr. DUNCAN MONT GOMERY, Diſtiller, at Inverkeithing, | 
in the County of Fife, to certain QuzsTIONs rranſmitted by the Committee to 
the Board of Exciſe 1 in Scotland, and ſtated to the ſaid Duncan ar een 


5 I, 2, 2, JAM n not at preſent poſſeſſed of information: ſufficient to 
3, and 4. enable me to anſwer theſe Weſtians.— T hey * more 
Properly to the Board of Exciſe. 


5. Can any practicably accurate Method be Levi, of 8 
and — the det made and ſold for Conſumption, to be of as whole- 
IE ſome 
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ter, which cannot be affected by the ſuppoſed Ingredient. 


P Proof, duringhe laſt Six Months, in Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Aberdeen, and 


= The Average Retail Price of Scotch Spirits, Glaſs Proof (being from Twelve to 


ol the Lowlands, has been from 45. 44. to.45. 8 d. Raw. Grain Spirits, and from 
|  ,49. d. to 55. 64.. Malt Spirits, per Gallon, © 


= 
8 © 


Malt, and. 5s. 8 d. from Raw Grain, One to Tea. over, Hydrometer Proof, without 


Competition would be encouraged to a dangerous Extent. 


ye 
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bome 4 Quality as is compatible with the Nature of ſuch 2 Liquor diſtilled 
kt the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, from the Uifferent 
SBeorts of Grain, malted or raw, uſed for that Purpoſe in Scotland} 


1 believe the Spirits manufactured at preſent by the Scotch Diſtillers from Malt 
alone, as well as from Malt and a Mixture of Raw Grain, to be as wholeſome as is 
compatible with the Nature of ſuch a Liquor, ſuppoſing the Malt and Grain to be 
of ſound and wholeſome Quality. The Soundneſs and Wholeſomeneſs of the Malt 
and Grain might, no Dbubt, be aſcertained before maſhing, or even in the Worts, 
Waſh, or Spirits, by analytical Survey, but this would be a tedious and expenſive 
Proceſs to the Revenue; and it appears to me that the private Intereſt of the Diſ- 
tiller, connected with the Uſe of good and wholeſome Materials, affords: the beſt 
Security that can be deviſed againſt the Uſe of Materials of an oppoſite De- 


It has been ſtated in Evidence before the Committee, that ſome Diſtillers and 
Dealers make Uſe of Ingredients ſuppoſed to be unwholeſome, to increaſe the 
apparent Strength of their Spirits I do not believe any ſuch Ingredients are uſed 
Il uſe none-myſel, nor do f chink any of my neighbouring Diſtillers, or even any 
of the Dealers, make Uſe of any ſuch - neither could it be of any Advantage to the 
Diſtillers, to do ſo, as they always ſell their Spirits. to the Dealer by the Hydrome- 


"= 


6. What has been the Average Retail Price of Scotch Spirits, Glaſs 


Fifteen per Cent. under Hydrometer) ſor the laſt Six Months, in the greateſt Part 


7. What is the higheſt Price per Gallon at which wholeſome Spirits, 
One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be ſold for Conſumption in 
Scotland without the Hazard of Competition by 12 Practices at Home, 
or Importation from the Continent or from Ireland? 


Good wholeſome Spirits might be ſold by the Diſtiller at 6s. per Gallon from 
much Danger of the Competition ſtated in the Queſtion—burat higher Prices ſuch 


+ 8,— How much of that Price per Gallon can the Manufacturer afford to 
Tay as Duty to Govemment, leaving him agair and ample Profit, calculated 
according to. the Average Price of Grain, Fuel, Labour, and-other Charges, 
goring i laſt Ten Years; ſpecifying the particular Grounds of ſuch Cal- 


Taking the Average Price of Barley ſor the laſt Ten Vears to be 195. and 
Malt 245. per Boll; and the Average Produce of Spirits One to Ten over Hy- 
drometer Proof, Nine Gallons per Boll from Malt, and Ten Gallons from Malt 

and Bailey of equal (Quantities, the Queſtion is auſwered thus; 


* ; * 
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To Nine Gallons Malt Spirits, One to Ten over i. To „ 
mimeter Proof, at 66. * 1 2 2 14 55 
eee ec ᷣl!jß nb G, 
f "Dos Boll 8 245. „ ge 1 97 10 


"Duty 25, per Gallon One to Ti en over ' 
Hydrometer Proof — = > 18 —•— 
| » Charges, g WA Boll "6 „„ „ 


Fs rot pr Bll on Male . 1 2:-6 er? a 6 


-'To Ten Gallons Spirits, Malt 10 Raw Grain equal 27 „„ 
tities, at 5s. 8 4. per. Gallon, one to Ten over Hy- „ 
 drometer Proof = VVV 


W EY 
5 * 


* Half Boll Malt at 24737. J. — 12 — na 
. Half Boll Barley at 8 FFV 1 
Duty as above . — 18 — 9 0 EE | 

N as bone e e COTE _ 1 A 


— 


wh em perBlt poo Ra Grain Spirits 5 — ago — 9 6 


_—__ 


'In both Statement it will appear that Spirits cannot he. manufactured under 
34. to 35. 8d. per Gallon, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, without Duty 
And without Profit, ſo that the Diſtiller cannot afford above 25. per Walen Duty, 
leaving him the ſmalleſt Profit. 

Were the Price of Home Spirits to be. advanced higher than 6 5. 4. per Gallon, 
One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, not only the: Diſtiller ho had Ae his 
Fortune in the Trade would be ruined, but the Revenue and the agricultural In- 
tereſts of the Ceuntry would ſuffer materially.from Competition by illicit Diſtillation 
at Home, and Importation from the Continent, ſmuggled Gin from Holland (not- 
- withſtanding the War) being at this NM eee 455 40 and 5.8. 6 4. per Gallon, 
aſter be ing run up into the Country. 

At the Commencement of the Licence Acts, many Thouſand private and illicit 
Stills were ſuppreſſed, not by the Exertions of che Revenue Officers alone, but from 
the Vigilance and Informations of the licenſed Diſtillers in the Lowlands, and, 
- I believe, alſo in the Highlands the moderate Price of Home Spirits, and the 
Security and Peace enjoyed by the legal Diſtiller in the Proſecution 5 his Buſineſs 
under the. Licence Law, enabling bim alſo to overcome illicit Competition. 1 in the 
Market, whether from the Inland or the Foreign Smuggler. | 

Under this Head of Evidence 1 ſtate, that the Diſtiller of Gin in Holland, by 
. Means of 25. 6.4, per Quarter Bounty, and about 104. per Quarter of e =; 
Duty, is ſupplied with Malt from. Britain ſo. much lower than the Britiſh Diſtiller, 
as to enable the former, who pays no Duty either upon his Spirits or Malt, to land 
— Gin 27 our. Coaſts, at a Price equal to the Duty upon Briciſh Spirits. 


4 „ may it be 1 chat the Annual Produce of ſuch Dates 5 
would amount to, calculated upon the beſt 2 that You can form 5 
- the Population and Conſumption of the Wr | 2 


Upon 


3 
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VU pon this Queſtion, T agree with the Statement given by the Board of Exciſe, 
in competing the Populatfon of Scotland at 350,060 Famiſes; but from the 
Quantity of Gfain worked up in the Diſtilleries, I am inelined to chinle the Con. 
ſumption of Spirits rather exceeds the Quantity ſtated by the Board (viz. Ten 

Gallons to 4 Family) and that about Four Millions of Gallons of Britiſh Spirits 
may be conſumed Annually, provided the legal Diſtillery is protected, producing, 
at 2 5, per Gallon, a Revenue of about C. 400,000 per Anim. 


10,—What will be the beſt Method of imp#fing and collecting that 
Doty, ſo as to guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, and incur the leaſt Ex- 
pence in proportion to the Amount of its Produce ; and, in particular, 
Vill it be better, under all the Circumſtances of the Country, to adhere to 

the Syſtem of Licence, or to reſort to the former or any other Method 
mT OY or mn 


I am decidedly of Opinion that the Licence Syſtem is the belt ever deviſed for 
the Collection of the Diſtillery Revenue, is conducted at leſs Expence, with greater 
Facility, and mere Certainty to the Revenue, affords a greater Degree of Protection 
and Encouragement to the Trader in employing his Capital, and yields more 
general Benefits to Agriculture, and Satisfaction to the Country at large, than any 
other Mode yet k nos. LT (OLI, 5 
I admit, alſo, it has its Diſadvantages : Theſe ariſe from the accelerated Modes 
of Diſtillation, and the Exertions in working againſt Time (ſome of the Diſtillers 
not ceaſing to work even upon Sunday) incited by the progreſſive Advancement of 
the Licence Duties for ſeveral Years paſt, producing thus an Inequality in the Pro- 
Dortion of Duties paid by the Diſtillers, and ſome Degree of Inſtability in the 
. from occaſional Exceſs of Spirits in the Marker, By theſe Means, 
ſome Diſtillers may, I believe, manufacture their Spirits at a Duty ſo low as 6 d. 
Per Gallon (there is Evidence before the Committee, ating it, in One Diſtillery 
1 Hepſe, at about Half this Sum, herein I do conceive there muſt be ſome 
=_ ___ « Miftake) while the Doties paid by myſelf and by a great Proportion of the other 
| licenſed Diſtillers in the Lowlands, from Information upon which 1 can rely, 
"Have deen at the Rate of 15. 4 d. to 15, 104, per Gallon upon the Average 
Workings, "(rice the 10th of October laſt. FA. 61 
Hut, Without abandoning a Syſtem poſſeſſing To may known Advantages, and 
Wopting in its Place eicher the former Syſtem of Survey after having been re- 


Wiquithed from the rte of its Inſufficiency and Tnaptitade to che Situa- 
«tron and Circumſtances of the Country, as has been detailed in a Variety of Evidence 
before the Committee, in which I concur, or adopting others altogether untried, 
"theoretical, and precarious, I am of Opinion, that the preſent Licence Syſtem may 
be fo modified and improved as to remedy its Inconveniences, by limiting the 
* Viartufaftore to Stills and Apparatus of a given Model, prohibiting Diſtillation on 
_ Sunday, iſſuing Licences for Six Months certain from the roth of October or 
_ Jeth of November, with Permiſſion to vacate at the Expiration of every Month 
"or Two Months afterwards to the End of the Year ; "thus relieving the Trader 
from the, Hardſhip of working at rhe Expence of an improvident Waſte of Grain 
and Exceſs of mantifaftured Stock during the Summer Months, by Regulations 
nerd to prevent the Uſe of illegal Apparatus, and to facilitate the Diſcovery 
eien by frequent Sorvey, and by removing the Diſtinction exiſting in Favour of 
"Me Highthd Diſtricts. ED | HE" 
Tue Stills 1 would faggeſt afe fimilar in Conſtruction, but differing in Pro- 
Peortions, with the Model recommended in the Report of Mr. Leven, Superviſor 
_Uthetal; the Size pr Contents'from Twenty to Sixty Gallons ; the Form cylin- 
Ae Shs Dipth One Taso the Diaiticrer ; the lead One Third or One 


Fourth 
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Fourth (optional to the Trader) of the Contents of the Body; the Still Mouth 
One Half of the Diameter of the Body; the Crown or Convexity of the Bottom 
not to riſe above One Inch for every Ten Gallons of the Contents of the Bodx 
and Head; the Pipe from the Still Head to fall at an Angle of 45 Degrees; this 
Pipe to be Three Feet long at leaſt, and not to exceed One and One Half Inches 
in Diameter for every Ten Gallons of the Contents of the Body and Head; the 
Worm not to exceed One and One Half of the Contents of the Still and Head, 
and in ſo far as exceeding this Proportion, to be ſubject to the ſame Duty as the 
Still; no Communication to or from the Still by any Pipe or Tube, except the 
Head, the charging and diſcharging Cocks and Sighting Cock, n. 
It has been ſuggeſted in Evidence before the Committee, to introduce in the 
Licence Law Exciſe Permits for covering the Removal of Spirits, in place of the 
Diſtiller's own Certificate. One material Objection occurs to this, in the In- 
terruption and Loſs the Trader gp 623 16 the local Situation of all Diſtilleries, 
and in ſome more particularly than others) from the Impoſſibility of being furniſh- 
ed with ſuch Permits when wanted in the Courſe of his Dealings; but ſhould _ 
Permits be introduced, I:think a Method might, and ought to be-deviſed, and to 
be authorized by Law, of furniſhin 1 from Time to Time with Credit 
for a certain Proportion of Permit Books filled up, under ſuitable Checks. 


11,—Ought there to be any Difference as to the Quantity or Mode of 
impoſing and collecting the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland, on Ac- 
count of the Difference of the Quality of the Grain produced, of the Puel 
found in thoſe different Parts, and of other Circumſtances; and if there 
. -ought,' what ſhould that Difference be? „% TT 
The Frauds committed in the Highland and Intermediate Diſtricts, by ſmuggling 
Grain from the Lowlands, diſtilling niore than double the Quantity allowed by Law, 
and running down the greater Fart of their Spirits to the South of the Line, have 
been ſo fully proved in Evidence, that I am perſuaded no Doubt can be entertain- 
ed with Regard to the Impolicy of continuing the preſent partial Exemption. 
So far as my Information goes, I believe that neither the Revenue nor the Low- 
land Diſtiller has ſuffered ſo much Injury from this Exemprion ſince the Period 
of the Removal of the general Prohibition of the Diſtillery in November 1796, 
as formerly; and I conceive this to have been chiefly owing to the uncertain Per- 
manency of the Law ſince that Period preventing more numerous Entries; but 
were a permanent Law paſſed, and the Exemption continued even with triple 
Duty and the preſent Reſtrictions, I am certain many of the Lowland Diſtillers” 
would emigrate to the Intermediate Diſtrict, there to carry on their Works under 
the Benefit of the Exemption. I am not, however, by any Means ſatisfied that it 
would be for the Intereſt either of the Revenue or of the Lowland Diſtiller, that 
ſuch a Law ſhould take place as might tend to prevent altogether the Erection of 
licenſed Diſtilleries in the Highlands, becauſe, were this to happen, I ſhould fear the 
Revenue, as well as the Lowland Diſtiller, would fuffer very materially fron) illicit 
Diſtillation, At the ſame Time I do not ſee that any ſafe and equitable Mode can 
be found for placing the Highland Diſtillery upon a Footing different from the 
Lowland, than by allowing. Stills to be licenſed: of leſſer Capacity, and thus better 
ſuited to the Capital and local Circumſtances of the Trader, all Reſtrictions of Diſ- 
%t EE. , ES 
In this View, therefore, the following Plan might perhaps be found to ſuit both 
the Highlands and the Lowlands: „3 OS 
3 


1ſt. That no Still under Twenty or above Sixty Gallons be licenſed for He 
e 3 


Conſumption in Scotland. 
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ad. That a Diſtiller may Have Licence for any Number of Stills. | 

zd. That in the Lowlands no Entries be leſs than, Forty Gallons in One or 
Two Stills. 

Ath. That the Liewse Duty « over all Scotland, whatever may be.the Quantum 
. by Law, be rated in the following Proportions : „„ | 


AStill from — 20 to 30 Gallons — 7 40 per Gallon, 
jj .: :. £0 


50 to bo — | 160 


The Lowland: Diſtiller can have no ObjeQion to ſuch Gradation of Duties, 4 
every one may have the Choice of fixing upon the Number and Size of Stills 
ſuited to his Views, and J apprehend there can be as little Objection againſt the 
Limitation of Stills not to exceed Sixty Gallons, the whole Trade, at a General 
Meeting, having given their Opinion in Favour of Forty Gallon Stills; and an 
eminent Diſtiller, in his Letter contained in the printed Collection of Papers before 
the Committee, having expreſſed his Approbation of Stills of that Dimenſion. 

5th, All the Stills, of whatever ay. to be conſtructed _ the ſame 
Model as ſtated in the Anſwer to Queſtion 10. - 

.6th. No Entiy to be licenſed in any Part of Sadie exceeding the Contents of 

200 Gallons; which would tend to communicate the important agricultural Benefits 

of the Diſtillery to the Landholder and Farmer over the whole Country, afford an 
effectual Check to illicit Diſtillation, and ee Permancney to the Revenue. 


I be have been the Checks which the Logilatuie has enacted: at 
different I imes to prevent fraudulent Evaſion of the Duty on Spirits; 
which of thoſe have been moſt efficient; and what others can be cat] 

ed, which are likely to be of Advantage to the. Revenue 5 


| The various Checks enacted by the Legiſlature, and the Effects of theſe, _ 
been fully ſtated by the Board of Exciſe, And, upon the other Part of the Queſtion, 
1 refer to what has been ſtated under Queſtion 10, and have only to add in 
Explanation, that jt might be proper to alter the Commencement of Licences ſo 
as to be iſſuable at apy Time from the 10th of October to the ĩoth of November, 
becauſe by the latter Period the Harveſt is completed, and the Diſtiller ſees 
whether he can be ſupplied with Grain to carry on his Buſineſs, Were Licences 
to be granted for Entries of Forty Gallons, and for Six Months certain, with Liberty 
to vacate at the End of every ſubſequent Month, the Clauſe objected to by the 
Boardof Exciſe, allowing Licences to be vacated by Means of the Transfer of Property 
of Stills, might admit of conſiderable Modification; otherwiſe, to tie doun the 
Trader to the Payment of the now, and perhaps farther advanced Rate of Duties 
for I welve Months complete, would deter many ſubſtantial Diſtillers from 
venturing their Capital in the Trade, and would have a direct Tendency to create 
Monopoiy, with all its Diſadvantages to the Country and to the Revenue: A re- 
RC, Officer of the Board of Exciſe has ſuggeſted Licences of 7. bree Months 

uration. 

In the Report of the Board of Exciſe, j it has been propoſed to oblige the Diſ- 
tiller, before obtaining a Licence, to find Security, and 2 Bond for a Sum 
equal to his full Year's Duty. — For ſuch a Check as this, I can | erceive no Ne- 
ceſſity, when it is conſidered that the Duties are paid in Advance; and ſuch 
e would, in Effect, operate as a Prohibition. A Year's Duty of an 

1 of 100 Gallons at C. 54- per Gallon, amounts to . 5, 400, a Sum for 
whi many Perſons of reſpectable Capital would find it extremely inconvenient 
do be called upon to produce ſubſtanti Sureties. | 


* 


Charging 
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Charging the. Worms. mh Cuty, by Way of putting the Trade upon a more 5 
equal Footing, has likewiſe been ſuggeſted.; but I am clearly of Opinion, that | 
ſuch Regulation would have a contrary T endency, and would oblige many to 
abandon the Trade who have not a plentiful Supply of Water, or whoſe Capital 
did not enable them to erect Steam Engines, or other Machinery, to command a 
ſofficient Supply. I do not know a Circumſtance that would have a more ma- 
nifeſt Tendency to place the Trade upon an unegual Footing: For Inſtance, 
the Diſtiller, who had a large Supply of Water, might be able to work wit! Ad- 
vantage with a Worm of Twenty Gallons to a Forty Gallon Still; whilſt the Diſtiller, 
who had a limited Supply of Water, behoved to have a Worm of Forty Gallons, 
to enable him to work with equal Advantage ; ; the Difference. of Twenty Gallons, 
m V. 54. would be 1 1,080, per Annnm in N of the T0 POT. of 
Water. 5 | 


13. Can it be aſcertained, to a pf e B of 1 whe 
Form and Capacity of a Still, and of the Head and other Parts of the 
diſtilling Apparatus, and made of what Metal and T hickneſs, and erected. 
with what Materials, and in what Manner (particularly in regard to the 
Degree of the Angle which the Pipe or Horn ſhall form with the Head) 
vill produce the greateſt Quantity, in proportion to the Capacity, of 
 ___ Wholefome Spinits, | One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, diſtilled from the 
beſt Grain, and the beſt Proportion of that Grain as to Quantity, and. with 
the beſt Fuel, alſo employed in the beſt Proportion? | 


A fat Still of from T hirty to Fifty Gallons in the Body, froth. F Ta to | 
Fifty-four Inches Diameter, Four to Five Inches deep—the Head One Half 
Contents of the Body - a large Worm, with a well conſtructed Furnace and good 
Coals, might be charged with Waſh One Half full of the Contents of Body and 


Head, and might be worked off in Fifteen Minutes or under, ſo long as the | 


| Face and Flues were in the beſt Order, and well attended with a ſufficient 
Number of ſkilful Workmen. But the leaſt Deficiency in any of theſe e pe nt i 
would oſten make a Difference of Five or Six Minutes every Nun: 


- 14.—Can the utmoſt Quantity of ſuch Spirits which ſuch Stil and Ap- 
paratus could yield, under ſuch een in TR n a * 
in a Ten, be aſcertained?ꝰ? 5 
In anſwer to this Queſtion I refer to 1 Tables of Fe Aube Rates of 
| Workings of Stills of different Dimenſions and Conſtructions given in to the Com- 
mittee by Mr. Leven, and which appear tome to be accurately ſtated in the Rate 
of Working, although I cannot concur with Mr. Leven as to the Quantum of 
Duty. Under this Head of Evidence, I ſhall ſtate to the Committee ww Kate 
of Working and Duties in my own Diſtillery : | 
I have been an acting Partner and Manager of a cenſed Diſtillery. 1 theſe 
Eight Years paſt; At preſent I have Two Stills licenſed, containing One Hundred 
Gallons, the Wafh Still Fifty-two in the Body and T wenty-two in the Head 
Seventy- four Gallons.— I he Low Wine Still Nineteen in the Body. and Seven 5 
m the Head - Twenty fix Gallons, 
I diſtil generally at the Rate of Twenty-one Bolls of Ga per 8 


times Two I hirds of Malt and One Third of unmalted Grain, but chiefly Malt 


alone. I charge my Waſh Still with Forty Gallons of Waſh, Three Gallons, or 
at leaſt Five per Cent, remain in the Bottom, that will not run off, or muſt be 
lett for the Preſervation of the Still. A Gallon or Two more is occupied by - 
| in 5 Work for cleanſing the 115 ſo that the actual Quantity of the 1 z 
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ſiame Still. 


” Under all the Circumſtances of the preſent Mode of Working, 1 believe Stills 
ſrom Forty to Sixty Gallons are the moſt advantageous in regard to the Quanti 
as well as Quality of Spirits, NF 


SGͤrounds of Diſtinction between what is generally und 


$ 
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does not much exceed Half of the Contents of the Still and Head; and this 
Charge I run off in Twenty-four or Twenty-five Minutes, making from Fifty- 
ſeven to Sixty Runs per Day. My Low Wine Still is charged in the Fg Manner, 
and has its whole Time occupied in converting the Low Wines into Spirits, — 
Waſh N produces above One Fourth of Low Wines, which, added to the 
Spirit faints, always requires a Low Wine Still of One Third of the Waſh Still, 
or Eight Hours in Twenty-four, to convert the Low Wines into Spirits, with the 
My own, and 1 believe the general Practice in Scotland is, to extract One 
Hundred Gallons of Waſh from a Boll of Six Buſhels, and the Produce of Spirits 
therefrom is Ten Gallons of Spirits from Malt, and Eleven Gallons from malted 
and unmalted Grain of equal Quantities, Hydrometer Proof, | 
At the above Rate of Working I produce 221 Gallons cvery lawful Day from 


Malt, or 69,173 Gallons per Annum. And from a Mixture of malted and un- 


malted Grain I produce 242 Gallons per Day, or 75,646 Gallons per Annum; 
fo that I pay upon the former for every Gallon, Flydrometer Proof, 15, 8 J. of 


Duty, and upon the latter 15. 64. per Gallon, ſame Strength.—And. in this 


Statement of my Workings and Duties I have Acceſs to know that I have ſtated 
nearly thoſe of the general Body of the Trade. | V 


Ihe above Statements are caſculated at 313 Working Days in the Year, without 


any Deduction for Interruptions: It ſeems to be generally believed, that a Diſ- 
cles is able to work ;00 Days, Thirteen being ſuppoſed. ſufficient for Accidents 
and Interruptions, ſuch as frequently, in the Courſe of the Day, ſtopping to clear 
the Furnace and Branders from the metallic Subſtances or Danders which run-upon 


and adhere to chem, - Frequent Repairs of Furnaces, of Stills, Heads, Pipes, and 
Worms — replacing new Stills and Branders that are burnt our. — But for Interrup- 


tions of all Kinds, I believe One Hour in every Twelve, or Twenty-four Days 
in the Year, would be a moderate Computation. , 
I uſe a Copper Worm for the Waſh Still, and a Block Tin Worm for the 


| Low Wine Still; the Copper Worm is tinned, and I never ſound any bad Effects, 
or the Quality of the Spirits injured by the Mormmm. 


 16,—If the Capacity of ſuch Stills were enlarged or «diminiſhed, can 

- | ot e of Diſadvantage be aſcertained (in reſpect of the Quantity of 
Spirits equally ſtrong and wholeſome to be procured in the ſame Time) 

which would be incurred (the other Circumſtances above-mentioned re- 

- maining the ſame) according to the Amount of ſuch Increaſe or Diminu- 

tion of Capacity: for Example, ſuppoſing the moſt productive 'Capacity 

to be Forty Gallons, can the Diſad vantage, in reſpect of Quantity, be aſcer- 

tained, which would be incurted by uſing Two Stills of Twenty Gallons 

each, inſtead of One of Forty Gallons, or in uſing One of Eighty Gallons, 

inſtead of Two of Forty Gallons each? i le Benny £ 


1 6.— Can the Degree of Difference be aſcertained, which. there would 
be in the Quantity, of ſuch Spirits produced, in a given, Time, under 

._ Circumſtances alike. in all other Reſpects, from good Grain and: inferior 

+ ». Grain, fuch Grain in both Caſes being wholly malted, . ſpecifying, the 


. , 3 Ken ood by goad and 


Iam . 


I am of Opinion, that a Still of One Hundred Gallons will produce Thirty or 
res Gallons more Spirits per Day, from Malt made from Barley, weighing 


Fifty Pounds per Buſhel, than from Malt made from Barley weighing Forty to 
Forty-four Pounds per Buſhel. 1 „ 


17. The fame Queſtion, in Caſes where Malt and Raw Grain are uſed 
in equal Proportions ? | J vu 
The Anſwer to the preceding Queſtion is equally applicable to this. 


15.—What is the Difference, in Point of the Quantity and Whole- 
ſomeneſs of Spirits, between the Uſe of Grain of the ſame Quality when 
malted, and when half malted and half raw 4 %% ᷑ fo 
I have already ſtated, and it has been repeatedly ſtated in Evidence by others, 
that a Boll of good Malt will produce Ten Gallons of Spirits, Hydrometer Proof; 
and that Barley of the like Quality will produce from One to Two Gallons 
additional. 1 „ CTR : 
| 19.— The ſame Queſtion with Ne 13, ſuppoſing Scotch Coal to be the 
Fuel uſed? EE a VVV | 
20.— The ſame if Newcaſtle Coal? 
21.—The ſame if Peat? N 
I cannot ſtate the reſpective and comparative Advantages of Scotch Coal and 
Newcaſtle Coal, or of Coal and Peat, I have never uſed any Fuel but Scotch 
Coal in the Diſtillery. | 58 — 8 


22.— What are the Reaſons to be aligned for and againſt carrying on 
the Diſtilleries, in any and what Reſpect, on Sundays? „ 
Upon this important Queſtion I concur in the Anſwer given by 
Exciſe, diſapproving entirely of the Practicſe. he 


ic Board of | 
A s a practical Diſtiller, I know of no Reaſon that can be aſſigned for working 


Stills upon Sunday, excepting the Advantage of gaining a Seventh Part of the 
Licence Duties, - amounting to £.771. per Annum, for every 100 Gallons of 
the Entry, beſides the Profits upon ſuch additional Manufacture. It conſiſts with 
my Knowledge, that the PraQtice is .confined to a ſmall Number, and has been 
long and often complained ffo by the Reſt of the Trade as a heavy Grievance. I 
have been Chairman on different Occaſions of general Meetings of the licenſed 
Lowland Diſtillers, where Reſolutions wereformed towards obtaining a legal Remedy 
thereof; and I ſee in the Collection of printed Papers before the Committee, a Copy 
of the Minutes -of a 8 and very numerous Meeting, held at Edinburgh, gth 
Auguſt 1797, where I was preſent, in which it was again reſolved to apply for ſuch 
Remedy, and I have now in my Hands, and am ready to produce to the Com- 
mittee, a Copy of theſe Minutes, written and authenticated by the Clerk to the 
Meeting, in which the ſaid Reſolution is engroſſed, although it now appears to 
have been left out (unknown, I believe, to the Chairman of that Meeting, and a 
2 Majority of the Members) in the Copy tranſmitted to the Board of Exciſe, 

m which. the ſaid printed Copy is talen. 
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SO Ae: 


ANSWERS to the Avbirioxat Qursrions. | 


1. Can you ſay, from your Experience or Obſervaticn, whether Spirits 
diſtilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of Strength, 
are more umwholeſome, if they have been diſtilled very rapidly, and with a 
very firong Fire, than when diſtilled Zowoly and with a gentle Heat 

I have alway conſidered (and found from my own Experience) that Spirits dif. 
_ tilled ſlowly from a gentle Heat and from the ſame Materials, are ſuperior in Qua- 
lity to ſich as are diſtilled with great Rapidity and a ſtrong Fire ; but I do not 

think rapid Diſtillation has the Effect to render Spirits unwholeſome, 


2.— If the Diſtillation is conducted ſkilfully in other Reſpects, is it the 
Effect of a rapid Diſtillation by a Arong Heat to occafion a fiery Taſte, 
or peculiar and diſagreeable Flavour in the Spirits, to a greater Degree than 

when the Diſtillation is performed fowly and with a gentle Heat? 


3. What is ſuch fiety and diſagreeable Flavour in Spirits occaſioned 
by? Does it ariſe from a Combination of eſſential Oil, or other of- 
5 Matters, coming over with the Spirits, or from any other and what 
Cauſe? | EL, 


Ĩ be fiery Taſte, or peculiar and diſagreeable Flavour, although in ſome Reſpects 
they may be increaſed by rapid Diſtillation, yet do not ariſe from that Circum- 
ſtance alone, but from the Quality and Condition of the Grain,— Such as has 
been ſpoiled or damaged, old kept, or muſty taſted ; the Want of freſh ſweet 
'Yeſt, which occaſionally happens in Summer (the greater Part of the Yeſt for 
the Scots Diſtilleries being imported from London, and in which important Article 
the Engliſh Diſtillers enjoy A wy incalculably ſuperior to the Scotch) will 
give to Spirits diſtilled from ſuch Materials a very harſh, coarſe, and ill flavoured 
Quality, although diſtilled ever ſo lowly. The Quality and Flavour of Spirits 
depends likewiſe upon their being made from Malt alone, or from a Mixture of 
Malt and Raw Grain, and the Proportion of each; the fine Quality of the Grain; 
the Quantity and Quality of the Yeſt added; ſeparating the Faints from the 
Spirits; the Strength and Weakneſs of the Waſh, and its complete Separation 
from the Yeſt before being diſtilled. Upon theſe Cireumſtances the Quality de- 
pends much than on à quick or flow Diſtillation, OY 


4. Ate you Weed with the Ingredients or Proceſſes ſaid to be 
employed by ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminiſh ſuch unpalatable Fla- 
Vor, or to communicate ſome favourite Taſte; if you are, do you know 


* 


un What Manger thoſe Ingredients or Proceſſes operate in producing thole 
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Effects? Voes the Uſe of them, or of any, and which of them, in the 
| JP Quincy or Degree, fender the Spicits 49% wholeſame ; if it dots, 
do you Know any ready and eafy Methud of Detection, when they bave 
CR JJ ⁵ ⁵ re 

I I know of no Ingredient uſed to coùntèeract or remove ſuch unpalatable Fits 
vour ; I uſe none myſelf, nor do I think any df my Neighboyrs/doyexcepriih ſoHite 
Inſtances communicating the Peat Flavour. | 


5,—Can you ſay, from your Experience and O3/ervaticn, whether a Spirit 
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pbome when the Wort and Waſh made from ſuch Materials is weak and 
- diluted by the Uſe of a great Proportion of Water in forming the Wort, 
than when ſuch Wort and Waſh are, made ftronger and more concentrated, 
by the Proportion of Water uſed in the Formation of the Wort being much 
n ang Ge e I arg Tone rt, 

I am of Opinion, that a Spirit made'from weak Waſh is of a better and ſuperior 
Quality, than that which is made from ſtrong Waſh ; it would give more general 
Satisfaction to the Conſumer, but I cannot ſay whether the latter is leſs wholeſome. 
6. Can more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a ren Quantity 
of Materials, and a Waſh of a given Strength, by a /ow than by a quick 

Diſtillation, or vice verſa? oY TE f 


f am of Opinion, that rapid Diſtillation is rather unfavourable in /point of 
Quantity of the Extraction. 3% 


7. Can more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given Quantity 
of Materials, by making the Wort diluted and weak, than by making it 
Arerg and concentrated, or vice verſa ? 5 v7 


I! am decidedly of Opinion, that not only a greater Quantity, but a better 
Quality of Spirits will be produced from a given Quantity of Grain, when 'the 
Waſh is weak and diluted, than when the Waſh is ſtrong and concentrate. 


g. Can you ſtate what is the * Quantity of „ which can be 


obtained from a given Weight of ſound healthy Grain 


It is very difficult to anſwer this Queſtion in the Way ſtated. —A given 
Weight of Malt will produce more Spirits than the ſame Weight of Barley, 
Three Bolls of Malt weighing little more than Two of the Barley from which it 
was made; and even the Produce of Spirits from a given Weight of either Malt 
or Barley will often vary, particularly in Scotland, where the Soil, Climate, and 
Modes of Huſbandry of different Diſtricts differ ſo materially. Barley produced 
on a fine early Soil, and in a good Climate, weighing 48 lb. per Buſhel, will 
produce leſs Waſh and more Spirits than a Buſhel weighing 50 lb. produced upon 
a ſtrong Soil, but a late and cold Climate—ftill. greater Variations will happen in 
the Produce bf Malt, according to the Mode auc Manner of manufacturing it. 
Malt made from Barley that weighs Seventeen to Eighteen Stones per Boll, will 
weigh Thirteen to Fourteen Stones, and the uſual or Average Produce therefrom 


is One Hundred Gallons of Waſh and Ten Gallons of Spirits, Hydrometer Proof; 


Two Thirds of Barley and One Third of Malt will produce Eleven to Twelve 
Gallons of Spirits of the ſame Strength ” 
From theſe Circumſtances I think it impracticable to aſcertain the Diſtillery 
Duty according to the Weight or Quantity of the Grain, as has been ſuggeſted 
in the Courſe of the Evidence; neither can the Duty be aſcertained juſily by the 
Quantity alone of the Waſh, becauſe this may contain a larger or ſmaller Portion 
of ſaccharine Subſtance, in Proportion to the rich Quality of the Grain ; and upon 
this Queſtion, regarding the Weight and Quality of Grain, I am of Opinion 
that the Survey Syſtem upon the former Plan, or a heavy Duty, would have 
the Effect to carry off the Diſtiller for his Supplies of Grain almoſt entirely from 
2 Scotch to the Engliſh Market, on Account of the ſuperior rich Quality of the 
| . | | 5 - : * „ 1 


9. If all the farinaceous, ſaccharine, or ſermentable Part of che Grain, 
dr other Materials, could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains or 
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. __ - _ Reſiduum be of any Value as Food for Animals; and is not the nutritious 

.._..._, Quality of ſuch Ke/duumn entirely, or very much, in proportion to the 

Quantity of ſuch farinaceous. or ſaccharine Matter, which ſtill remains on 
the Grains or Reſiduunm, after the Waſh is drawn off, 


Although all the ſaccharine or fermentable Matter could be completely extracted 
in the maſhing (a Fact not practically known to me) the Grains or Reſiduum 

would till be of ſome Value for feeding Cattle. The nutritious Quality certainly 

. beg very much, though I do not think entirely, upon the Quantity of ſuch 
atter. | | 1 


5 10. What are the Advantages or Diſadvantages in the Quality and 
Quantity of Spirits, and in Quickneſs of Operation, from uſing Malt alone, 
or any Proportion of Raw Grain mixed with Malt, to form the Wort and 
„„ 5 1 


The Advantages ariſing from the Uſe of Raw Grain is a Saving of 4 5. per Boll 
of Malt Duty 1. per Boll as the Expence of manufacturing it into Malt— 
14 or Two Gallons per Boll more Spirits than from Malt; and a Saving (by 
producing a larger Quantity of Spirits in the ſame Proportion of Time) equal to 
24, per Gallon of Duty ſtated at 2 per Gallon, Ten per Cent. over Proof. 
22 fe Diſaduantages are, that the Spirits generally ſell from 34. to 64. per Gal- 
Jon under Malt Spirits, according to the Proportion of unmalted Grain uſed ; 
_ I do not conſider that either has any Preference in expediting the Operation 
ol diſtilling. . 1 | = 

It has been ſuggeſted, that an additional Tax, equal to the Malt Duty, might 
be laid on Diſtillation from Raw Grain ; but however deſirable this might ſeem in 
the View of increaſing the Revenve, and in bringing a finer Quality of Spirits 
into the Market, yet f ſear the Object in both Reſpects would fail, from the Im- 
practicability of checking and diſcovering the Mixture of Raw Grain with that 
which is maked, in the grinded State in which both are brought to the Math Tun. 
In ſome Reſpects it might be deemed impolitic to ſubject Spirits made from 
Raw Grain to an additional Duty, as it might prevent the Diſtillation of Grain 
of inferior Quality, and unfit for malting, that could not be uſed profitably to 
any other Purpoſe, and conſequently would be a Loſs to the Public. i 


11,—Can a Wort and Waſh be formed, and a Spirit diſtilled, from 


* % 


| Raw Grain alone, without any Mixture of Malt? 


8 I never knew any Experiment made to produce Spirits ſrom Raw Grain alone, 
without a Mixture of Malt. F 2 33 


12.— It has been ſtated, that ſome of the Manufacturers of Gin in Hol- 

land ferment their Yaſs on the Grain, without ſeparating them; and 
that, after the Fermentation, they put the mixed Maſs of Waſh and Grains 
into the Still together; have you any Knowledge of this Practice, and 
.can you ſlate the Advantages or Diſadvantages attending it ? | | 

I believe this was practiſed at one Time in Scotland by the Manuſacturers of 
Gin; but I cannot ſtate the Advantages or Diſadvantages of it, except havi 

- heard that it burnt their Stills, There is no Manufacture of Gin in Scotlanc 


13.— Can you aſcertain what Form and Capacity of Still, and Form, 
Capacity, and Conſtruction of Fire- place, will require the laat, and what 
de gutes Space of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in 3 
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. -4h6 Quantity of Waſh, er Low Wines, put into it; all other \Circum- 
| - ſtances; as Qualiiy of Materials, Strength o, Waſh, Fuel, 'Degree of 


4 


| PR 7: 
This Queſtion is anſwered under former Heads. 


14. Can you ſuggeſt any pralzicable Check to prevent a foo rapid Diſtil- 


as ſhall be found to be leaſt favourable to ſuch rapid Dittillation ? 


15.—Can you aſcertain the Difference in the Time neceſſary to diſcharge 
A Still of the Form and Capacity, and uſed with a Fire-place alſo of tne 
Form Conſtruction, and Capacity, leaſt favourable to rapid Diſtillation, and 


moſt favourable to rapid Diſtillation, and uſed with a Fire- place of the 
Capacity, Form, and Conſtruction moſt favourable to rapid Diſtillation; 

the Quantity, Quality, and Strength of the Charge, and of the Fuel, being 
the ſame in both Caſes ? „„ | | 735 


1 know of no practical Check to rapid Diſtillation, except Conſtructions of 
Stills, Heads, Pipes, Worms, and Furnaces, upon oppoſite Principles to thoſe re- 
ferred to in the Anſwer to Queſtion Thirteen ; but I believe a Still of the moſt 
approved Conſtruction might be made to work equally flow, and to any given 


L 


Worm; but, without Experiment, the actual Proportion of Time cannot be accu- 
rately aſcertained, - | 


accelerated by uſing the Air Pump, to exhauſt the atmoſpheric Air which 
remains in the Still after it is charged; can you give the Committee any 
Information on this Subject, or ſtate, with any Degree of Accuracy, to 
what Extent ſuch a Practice would, ceteris paribus, accelerate Diſtillation, 


*: <8 


Spirits, or vice verſa? ; 


I cannot inform the Committee whether the Air Pump has actually been 
practiſed to accelerate the Proceſs of Diſtillation or not; but I have been told, by 
profeſſional Men, that the Operation of the Air Pump is practicable to accelerate 
the Proceſs. And if the Diſtillers alluded to in ſome Parts of the Evidence before 


poſſible) I think it muſt be done by the Aid of ſome ſuch Auxiliary. 


17. Do you know of any Ingedient, or Proceſs, the Uſe of which can 
be diguiſed, which will prevent the Hydrometer from aſcertaining the 
Strength of the Spirit; and if you do, can you ſuggeſt any eaſy and ready 
Method of Detection? „„ . „ 


18.—ls the preſent Mode of aſcertaining the Strength of Spirits by the 
tain and accurate; or. do you know of any other Mode more accurate and 


certain; and if you do, ſtate the Reaſons which occur to you for or againſt 
the Subſtitution of ſuch Mode for that now in Uſe? „„ 


* 
18 EOS, 4 4 g 5 
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Heat, &c being, in both Caſes, equal, and rhe moſt favourable: to quick 


lation, except by confining the Diſtiller to the Uſe of ſuch a Still in Form and 
Capacity, and ſuch a Fire- place alſo in Form, Capacity, and Conſtruction, . 


that neceſſary to diſcharge a Still of the ſame Capacity, but of the Form 


Time, by confining the Steam to a given Compreſſion in its Progreſs to the 


| 16,—lt has been ſuggeſted, that the Proceſs of Diſtillation may be greatly | 


and whether it would have any Effect in improving the Quality of the 


the Committee, work off their Stills in Eight Minutes (which appears to me im- 


: Ear ometer employed by the Officers of Exciſe for that Purpoſe, ſufhciently cer- 
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I know of no other Mode equally accurate, to. aſcertain the Strength of 
Spirits as the Hydrometer, although I haye often heard of its Effects having been 


defeated ; but 1 do not conſider Clarke's Hydrometer, uſed by the Exciſe, as the 
5 Dun. Montgomery. 
Appendix, N 9. 


AN SW ERS to certain QUESTIONS ſubmitted to Mr. WIIIIau 
S2LLBR, late Diſtiller in Scotland, reſpecting the Scotch Diſtillery. 


1,—W HAT was the Mode of impoſing, and the Proportion of, the 
Duty on Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, in the Ten Years 
previous to 1786, when the Licence Syſtem was adopted? 


Previous to 1786 the Duty was laid on the Waſh, which was checked by the 
Quantity of Spirits produced. I believe the Duty was at that Time 59. per 
Gallon on the Waſh. i 1 4 PET e 

2.— What way the Amqunt of Duty collected in each of thoſe Years 
reſpeQively ? Fon FFF . 


I know not the Amount of the Duty, but believe it was much lefs than it has 
been ſince, It does not, hqwever, neceſſarily follow, that the Advance of the Re- 
venue has been ſolely occaſioned by the Change in the Plan of levying the Duty; 
for the other Exciſe Duties in Scotland, in which no other Change has taken 
place except a general and gradual Improvement in the Mode of Survey, have 
alſo increaſed, and ſome of them, I believe, in as great a Proportion as the Diſ- 
tillery. Cy the vaſt Increaſe of the Conſumption of Whiſkey, ſince it 
became a general Manufacture, 1 think a ſtill greater Increaſe of Duty might 
have been expected, and with good Management, 1 imagine, the preſent Duty 
may be much increaſed. mT, T N 


3.— What has been the Mode of impoſing, and the Proportion of the 
Duty, in each reſpective Year, from 1786. incluſive, to the preſent Time; 
Mains the different Modes and Proportions in the different Diſ- 


The Licence Duty on the Lowland Stills was fixed in 1786 at C. 1. 10-5. per 
Gallon of Still per Annum, on the Suppoſition that this would amount to at 
leaſt 17. per Gallon on the Spirits produced. It has ſince been ually in- 
creaſed, with a View of following up the Dexterity of the Diſtillers, which, 
| however, it appears Government have been unable to do effectually. For though 
the Licence Duty is now C. 54. per Gallon, there ſrems Reaſon to believe, that 
in ſome Diſtilleries this does not exceed 44. per Gallon on the Spirits, The 

Highland Licence Duty was fixed in 1786 at £.1. per Gallon, wich an Ex- 

e a | . emption 
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emption from the Malt Duty, and has been gradually advanced to C. 6. 106. 
which Duty, ſmall as it may appear compared with the other, yet being counter- 
balanced by a Limitation in the Quantity, and Reſtriction as to the Market, has 
operated in many Caſes as a Prohibition; and, in a fair Highland Trade, really 
exceeds 15. per Gallon on the Spirits produced. lo i | 


I. What has been the Amount of the Duty collected in each of thoſe 
Years reſpectively ; diſtinguiſhing ſeparately ſuch Amount as was col- 
jected in the ſame Years in the different Diſtricts?  - 


The Amount of Duty actually paid in each reſpective Year, can be aſcertained 
by the Board of Exciſe only. „ at nt on „ 


5. Can any practicably accurate Method be deviſed, of aſcertaining 
and ſecuring the Spirits made and ſold for Conſumption, to be of as 
bolgſomè a Quality as is compatible with the Nature of ſuch a Liquor 
diſtiſled at the Strength of one to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, from the 
different Sorts of Grain, malted or raw, uſed for that Purpoſe in Scot- 
land? : . „ 
I know no Method of inducing, much leſs of compelling the Diſtiſlers to make 
a good wholeſome Spirit, unleſs Means can be deviſed to deprive them of the 
Advantages they nuw obtain by making a bad one; and I think the firſt Step 
towards that very important Object would be, to aboliſh the preſent Licence 
Syſtem, at leaſt ſo far as it regards working againlt Time, which is in no Trade 
the Way to do Buſineſs well. „„ 


6.— What has been the Average Retail Price of Scotch Spirits, Glas 
Proof, during the laſt Six Months, in Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Aberdeen, 
and Inverneſs, reſpectively? 777 8 


I am not acquainted with the Prices of Spirits in Scotland for the laſt Six 
Months, but I have been told they were laſt Year perniciouſly cheap. 


'7.—What is the higheſt Price per Gallon, at which wholeſome Spirits; 
One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be fold for Conſumption in 
Scotland, without the Hazard of Competition by illegal Practices at 


£ 


Home, or Importation from the Continent, or from Ireland? 


I cannot Rate the higheſt Price at which good Scotch Spijits may be ſold for 
Home Conſumption, without the Hazard of Competition from the Foreign or 
Domeſtic Smuggler. This entirely depends on the actual ſelling Price of Fo- 
reign and Home ſmuggled Spirits, and eventually on the Pains taken to cruſh _ 
we ph Practices of either Deſcription, which has hitherco been too little at- 


8. How much of that Price per Gallon can the Manufacturer afford 
to pay as Duty to Government, leaving him a fair and ample Profit, 


| calculated according to the Average Price of Grain, Fuel, Labour, and 


ather Charges, during the laſt 


_ Grovnds of fuch Calculation? JJC 
I know not what Duty the Diſtiller can afford to pay, ſor, that, like the laſt 
Queſtion, turns on the Facility or Difficulty of Smuggling; but 1 think, when 
W is EE, | Grain 


en Years; ſpecifying the particular 
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is no more Difficulty in 
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Grain is moderate, Malt Spirits may be ſold, with a fair Profit to the Diſtiller, at 
36, per Gallon, excluſive of the Duty; and Spirits made from a Mixture of 
Raw Grain, at 2s. per Gallon, alſo exclufive of Duty; and, in both Caſes, of the 
Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof. , p 


 _ 29.— What may ir be expected that the Annual Produce of ſuch Duties 
would amount to, calculated upon the beſt Opinion that you can form of 
the Population and Conſumption of the Country? | 


I imagine that a Duty of 15. 69. per Gallon, if it could be fairly levied on 
all the Spirits conſumed in Scotland, would amount to about Z. 400,000 a 
Year, There is pretty ſtrong Evidence, that, in ſeveral different Years fince the 
Licence Duty took place; the Quantity of Spirits manufactured by the entered 
Stills only, conſiderably exceeded 5, ooo, ooo of Gallons per Annum. 


 10,—>What will be the beſt Method of impoſing and collecting that 
Duty, ſo as to guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, and incur the leaſt Ex- 
"pence in proportion to the Amount of irs Produce; and in particular, 
will it be better, under all the Circumſtances of the Country,'to adhere to 
the Syſtem of Licence, or to reſort to the former, or any other Method of 


„ June 5 8 
I think the beſt and faireſt Way of levying the Duties on Spirits is by a Survey 


of the Waſh, Low Wines, and Spirits, and by ſtrictly requiring Exciſe Permits, 


to which ſuch further hy ar may be added as Experience will ſuggeſt, There 
urveying a Diſtiller's Waſh than a Brewer's Beer, except 
what may ariſe from the greater Temptation to Fraud in the former Trade than 


in the latter, in caſe the Spirit Duties are laid very high; and this may be guarded 


_- by a ſtricter Survey, which the higher Duty will amply pay the Expence 
of. Even if Diſtillers could ſucceed in ſecreting a Part of their Waſh and Spirits, 
they could not diſpoſe of ſuch Spirits, for which they could have no Permits, to 


any great Extent ; and if they could ſell unpermitted Spirits, they muſt ſell them 


at a Price ſo much lower on Account of the Riſk, as muſt in a great Mea- 


| 1 counterbalance the ſaving of the Duty, if that is not fixed at too high a 


11,- Ought there to be any Difference as to the Quantity or Mode 
of impoſing and collecting the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland, on 
Account of the Difference of the Quality of the Grain produced, of the Fuel 
found in thoſe different Parts, and of other Circumſtances ; and if there 

' ought, what ſhould that Difference be? EY 


I think the Plan of laying the Duties ſhould be uniform all over the Kingdom. 


I any Indulgence, as to the Quantum of Duty, ſhould be granted to the High- 


landers, it ought to be ſo ſmall as to give them no Opportunity of underſelling 
their Neighbours in the Lowland Marker. . 2 | 

12,—What have been the Checks which the Legiſlature has enacted 
at different Times to prevent fraudulent Evaſion of the Duty on Spirits; 


which of thoſe have been moſt efficient; and what others can be ſuggeſted 
which are likely to be of Advantage to the Revenue? 8 x 


13—Cia 


© 14,4 Gar it bealttriaitied, to x pradtſeable Dies of Abevracy, hit 
Form and Capacity of a Still, and of the Head and other Parts of the dif- 
tilling Apparatus, and made of what Metal and Thickneſs, and erected with 
What Materials, and in what Manner (particularly in regard to the Degree 
of the Angi which the Pipe or Horn ſhall form witch the Head) will 
produce the greateſt Quantity, in proportion to the Capacity, of whole- 
ſome Spirits, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, diſtilled from the 7 
Grain, and the belt Proportion of that Grain as to Quantity, and with the 
Being unacquainted with the various Forms of Stills and Heads lately uſed by 
the Scotch Diſtillers for accelerating their Proceſſes, I cannot anſwer this Queſ- 


14. Can the utmoſt Quantity of ſuch Spirits which ſuch Still and 
Apparatus could yield, under ſuch Circumſtances, in Twenty- four Hours, 
and in a Year, be aſcertained? %%%. To 8 


Nor for the ſame Reafon do I know whether the Annual Produce of a given 


yet exhauſted, They have done incredible Things already, and T/know not how. 
they can be reſtrained, except like all other Traders, by a regular Survey, 


the Degree of Difadvantage be aſcertained (in reſpect of the Quantity of 
Spirits equally ſtrong and wholeſome to be procured in the ſame Time) 
wh ich would be incurred (the other Circumſtances above-mentipned 
remaining the ſame) according to the Amount of ſuch Increaſe or Dimi- 


to be Forty Gallons, can the Diſadvantage, in reſpe& of Quantity, be 
aſcertained, which would be incurred by uſing Two Stills of Twenty 
Gallons each, inſtead, of One of Forty 
Gallons, inſtead of Two of Forty Gallons each? 


of Fire and Labour by the former. The ſame Waſh muſt produce the ſame 
Quantity of Spirit, whatever the Size of the Still may be; I cannot ſay which 
has the Advantage in Rapidity of working, being unacquainted with the Art of 
drawing off a Still in Eight or Ten Minutes. The Dutch, who have no Induce- 
ment to be partial in this Matter, generally uſe Stills of a middle Size, of 250 


off very ſlowly, as the Engliſh Diſtillers alſo do. 


cumſtances ahke'in alt other Reſpects, from good Grain and inferior Grain, 
ſuch Grain in both Caſes being wholly malted; ſpecifymg the Grounds of 


Grad I; -- 


in equal Proportions ? 


rain, for what is good in one Diſtrict, would be held inferior in another. In 
1 | + - general, 


Shape and Content of Still can be exactly afcertained ; but I am inclined to think 
that it cannot, and that the Ingenuity of the Scotch Diſtillers in that Way is not 


15. —I1f the Capacity of ſueh Stills were enlarged of diminiſhed, can 


notion of Capacity: for Example, ſuppoſing the moſt produAiye Capacity 


f One of Forty Gallons, or in uſing One of Eighty 


The Difference of Advantage between large and ſmall Stills, conſiſts in a Saving 


to 400 Gallons, in ſuch of their Diſtilleries as L have ſcen, and they work them 


16.—Can the Degree of Difference be aſcertained, which there would 
be in the Quantity of ſuch Spirits produced in a given Time, under Cir- 


Diſtinction between what is generally underſtood by good and inferior 
17. -The ſame Queſtion, in Caſes where Malt and Raw Grain are uſed 


I know'not how to ſtate the Diſſ inction between what is called good and inferior 
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Heat with Peat, I never heard of an Attempt to uſe 1t where any great Degree 


enormous. 


| no Doubt that a flow Proceſs makes the Spiric-pureſt, This is demonſtrable a 
priori, and is conſiſtent with the Practice of all OT ha ON the Scotch, ſince 
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general, I ſhould gueſs that the good may produce o Oe. Fourth r more r than 
* e whether ad 3 | 


ak 18,—Whar i is 4 Ditference, i in point of che Quantity 425 Wholeſome- 
neſs of Spuits, -between the Uſe of Grain of we lame. 3 n malted, 
and when half malted and half raw ? s 


1 conceive Malt Spirits to be better than thoſe — "= a Mixture of Malt 
and Barley ; but thar a Mixture of Rye or Wheat with Malt, is preferable to cither. 
Holland's Ein i is 3 made of Raw Res with a ods of Malt. ws 


1 


—The fame Queſtion with N' 13, foppotin Scorch Coal to be 13 
F rect ? 


20.— The ſame, if Newcaſtle Coal? 
21 — he ſame, if Peat? 


1 cannot anſwer theſe Queſtions in any ſaisfaQory Mobi J never uſed 
any Fuel but Engliſh Coal, and I cannot conceive it poſſible to raiſe a powerful 


of Hear was required. The Expence of. ceeping Pp a common Peat Fire! is 


22. What are the Reaſons to be aſſigned for Rog! againſt carrying on 
Diſtlleries, in any and what Reſpect, on Sundays? 


1 am at a Loſs to conjecture why Diſtillers ſhould demand an Exemption from 
the Laws of the Land as to working on Sundays. I think no Partiality ſhould 
be ſhewn to one Set of Traders in any reſpect, and leaſt of all in ſuch a Caſe 
the 1 where the nt are working Lat che Revenue, as well as againſt 

W. 1 


5. 8. 11 may tis 0 to acquaint the Committee, that T was cerned 
in a Highland Diſtillery near Peterhead, in Aberdeenſhire, from the Year 1787 
to 1792; and that I have not had any Concern. i in, or Management of a ane 
of any other Deſcription, | 


ANSWERS + to the ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS. 


1. CAN you ſay, from your Experience or Obſervation, whether Spirits, 
diſtilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of Strength, 
are more unubolgſome if they have been diſtilled very rapidly and with a 
very firong Fire, than when diſtilled oy and with a gentle Heat! 


The Faculty can beſt decide on the Vboleſomengſs of Spirits ; but there is 


me License Dury took Place. 


2.—lIf the Diſtillation i is conducted gufoly! in * Reſpekte, is it the 
Effet of a — Diſtillation i a _frong Heat to occaſion a fiery T ae, or . 
pe eculiar 
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| peculiar and diſagrecable Flaveur in the Spirits, to a greater Degree chan 
when the Diſtillation is performed /owly and with a gentle Heat 
Th 3.—Wbat is ſuch fiery and diſagreable Flavour in Spirits occalionet 
by Does it ariſe from a Combination of effential Oil, or other offenſive 
Matters coming over with the Spirits, or from any other and what 
Cut „ NN YO HRT N 


by carrying over the bitter empyreumatic Oil of the Grain along with the pure ar- 
dert Spirit. Whether the Scotch Diſtillers have diſcovered any Means of pre- 
venting this, or whether the Remedy is not worſe than the Diſeaſe (1 mean worſe 
for the Conſumers of Spirits) I cannot ſay with Certainty, 


4.— Are you acquainted with the Ingredients, or Proceſſes, ſaid to be 
employed by ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminiſh ſuch unpalatable Fla-., 
your, or to communicate ſome favourite Taſte; if you are, do you know 

in what Manner thoſe Ingredients, or Proceſſes, operate in producing thoſe. 
Effects? Does the Uſe of them, or of any and which of them, in the ne- 
ceſſary Quantity or Degree, render the Spirits 4% wholeſome ; if it does, 
do you know any ready and eaſy Method of Detection when they have 
been employed? Eo 8 
As 1 am unacquainted with the Lowland Scotch Diſtillery, 1 am ignorant of 
the Proceſſes or Ingredients thoſe Traders uſe for ameliorating their haſty diſ- 
tilled Spirits. The moſt obvious and natural Remedy is Re#ification ; but as that 
is expenſive, it is probable that cheaper, and perhaps more objectionable Modes 
or rag adopted, I think this might be aſcertained by carefully analyzing their 


5. Can you ſay, from your Experience and O#/ervation, whether a Spi- 
-rit of the ſame Strength, and diſtilled from the ſame Materials, is % un- 

_ *vholeſome, when the Wort and Waſh made from ſuch Materials is weak, 
and diluted by the Uſe of a great Proportion of Water in forming the 
Mor, than when ſuch Wort and Waſh are made ſtronger and more concen- 


being much leſs? 


than when the Waſh is more diluted ; but it is certainly, cæteris paribus, leſs pure 
and pleaſant, The Advantage of diluting Waſh is fully proved by. the, Supe- 


the common Spirits of Great Britain. 


tity of Materials, and a Waſh. of a given Strength, by a ſow! than by a 
.; -. web Dillaliation, or , ę 
1 do not imagine that rapid diſtilling has any Effect either in increaſing or 
diminiſhing the Produce of Spirits, in caſe Time enough is given to draw off the 
Faints, or weaker Part of the Spirit which comes laſt over. 3 


7. —-Can more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given Quan- 


| ak, than by making it 


. | firong and concentrated, or vice verſo#. 


There is no Doubt but a given Quantity of Grain will produce more Spirits, 


_ tity of Materials, by making the Wort diluted and 4ve 


43 


3 


} 


Rapid Diſtillation, in the uſual Way, certainly gives a fiery Taſte to the Spirit, 


"trated, by the Proportion of Water uſed in the Formatiom of the Wort 


1 cannot, poſitively ſay, that a Spirit made from ſtrong Waſh is leſs. wholeſeme | 


riority of Hollands and Maidſtone Gin, which are made from weak Waſh, over 


6.—Can more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given Quan- 


—— —— 8 8 — — a 
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ir much diluted wich Liquor, than it wil if the Waſh is made very ſtrong, and 


at the ſame Time of a better Quality, becauſe the Eſſence of the Corn is more 


completely extracted in the one Caſe than the other. Let the Engliſh Diſtillers, | 
paying Duty on the #/afp only, and the Scotch Lowland Diſtillers paying on 
Time, it is . Intereſt of both to make their Waſh ſo ſtrong as not to produce 

the greateſt poſſible Quantity of Spirit. There is a beneficial Medium for them, 
between the Two Extremes, of a great Produce with a heavy Duty, and a leſſer 
Produce with a ſinall Duty. And if the Quantity of Corn, Annually ſacrificed 
to this Purpoſe, were calculated, perhaps it might appear an Object of ſome na- 


8.—Can you ſtate what is the greateſt Quantity of Spirits which can be 
bbtained from a given Weight of ſound healchy Grain ? | 
| _ Having actual Experience in the Highland Diſtillery only, I cannot ſtate with 
_ Certainty the higheſt Produce poſſible. I have been told, and have good Reaſon 
to believe, that the Dutch get at the Rate of Forty Gallons of Proof Spirits per 
Quarter, Indeed they cannot have much lefs to enable them to fell Proof Spi- 


” 


rits (as they have uſually done) at 1.5. 2 d. to 15, 3d. per Gallon. 


- 9,—If all the farinaceous, ſaccharine, or fermentable Part of the Grain, 

or other Materials, could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains or 

-  Refiduum be of any Value as Food for Animals; and is not the nutritious 

Quality of ſuch Ręfiduum entirely, or very much, in Proportion to the 

Quantity of ſuch farinaceous or ſaccharine Matter, which ill remains in 
the Grains or Ręſiduum, after the Waſh is drawn off? 1 


I do not conſider the Spirit itſelf to be of any Uſe in fattening, and the earthy 
Part of the Farina cannot be raiſed or diſſipated in whatever Way the Operation is 
conducted; fo that I do not conceive the Value of the Grains and Waſh to be 
at all diminiſhed by extracting from them the greateſt poſſible Quantity of Spirits. 
In fact the Highlanders, who make the leaſt Spirits, derive leſs Benefit from their 
Offal than other Diſtillers; and from what I have feen I am inclined to think 
| on 2 * who make the moſt Spirits, alſo make the moſt Advantage for 
r Cattle, FFF %%% gl Fo „ 


10. Wheat are the Advantages or Diſadvantages. in the Quality and 
- Quantity of Spirits, and in Quickneſs of Operation, from uſing Malt alone, 
e 5 ay Proportion of Raw Grain mixed with Mak, to form the Wort and 


A Mixture of Malt and Raw Corn gives a much greater Produce of Spirits 
than Malt only; ;zand as the Waſh can be made ſtronger, may be alſo quicker 
diſtilled, The Quality of the Spirits in either Caſe much depends on the Good- = 
neſs of the Grain, and the Skill of the Operator. Holland's Gin, which is gene- 
rally reckoned the beſt of all Corn Spirits, is made chiefly of Raw Rye with a 
ſonal Mixture of Mie. Free aan, of | 


© 11.—Can a Wort and Waſh be formed; and a Spirit diſtilled, from Raw 
Grain alone, without any Mixture of Malt? 

A Spirit is the Creature of Fermentation, it cannot be extracted from Grain 
without that Proceſs; and I know no Method of fermenting Grain without 
1 ee of Malt, or ſome Subſtitute. for it, ſuch as Melaſſes, Sugar, Ho- 

En ons ain 
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land, ferment their Waſh on tbe Grain, without ſeparating them; and that, 

after the Fermentation, they put the mixed Maſs of Waſh and Grains into 

the Still together: Have you any Knowledge of this Practice, and can 
you ſtate the Advantages or Diſadvantages attending it: | 


The Dutch certainly ferment their /Waſh/ on the Grain, and put the mixed 


' Maſs into the Still together Of this I have been an Eye Witneſs. To this = 
attribute, in a great Degree, their large Produce of Spirits, and I imagine too that 


A 
4 . * * * 


it is the moſt beneficial for the Cattle and Pigs. 


, 13.040 you aſcertain what Form and Capacity of Still, and Form, 
Capacity, and Conſtruction of Fire- place, will require the leaſt, and what 


the greateſt Space of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in proportion 
to the Quantity of Waſh, or Low Wines, put into it; all other Circum- 


ſtances, as Quality of Materials, Strength of Waſh, Fuel, Degree of Heat, &c. 
being, in both Caſes, equa}, and the moſt favourable to quick Diſtillation ? 


As I never had any Concern or Experience in rapid Diſtillation, I cannot ſay ä 
with Certainty the Form and Size of the Still beſt adapted for it, though I ima 


gine a flat Shape, ſuch as to expoſe a large Surface both to the Air and the Fire, 
would be the moſt effectual. I have been well aſſured, however, that ſome Diſ- 
tillers can work off a Still of any Form, with a Rapidity which was formerly 


14.—Can you ſuggeſt any prafticable Check to prevent a 70% rapid 


Diſtillation, except by confining the Diſtiller to the Uſe of ſuch a Still 
in Form and Capacity, and ſuch a Fire- place alſo in Form, Capacity, 


end Conſtruction, as ſhall be found to be leaſt favourable to ſuch rapid 


„ P a ;;᷑ ]1d8¹! 
I am afraid no Means can be deviſed that will efeually check rapid Diſtilla- 
tion, while it is the Diſtiller's Intereſt to work at a great Rate, and eſpecially while 
he is ſuffered to permit his own Spirits, VVV 


15.—Can you aſcertain the Difference in the Time neceſſary to diſs 
charge a Still of the Form and Capacity, and uſed with a Fire-place alſo 
of the Form, Conſtruction, and Capacity, leaſt favourable to rapid Diſ- 


tillation, and that neceſſary to diſcharge a Still of the ſame Capacity, bu: 


of the Form moſt fayourable to rapid Diſtillation, and uſed with a Fire- 

place of the Capacity, Form, and Conftruion moſt favourable to rapid 
Diſtillation ; the Quantity, Quality, and Strength of the Charge, and of the 

„%%% 40s We 10 pn Tar EET on 


16.— t has been ſuggeſted, that the Proceſs of Diſlillation may be 


greatly accelerated by ufing the Air Pump, to exhauſt the atmoſpheric 
Air which remains in the Still after it is charged; can you give the Com- 


mittee any Information on this Subject, or ſtate, with any Degree of Accu- 
racy, to what Extent fuch a Practice would, ceteris paribus, accelerate 


Diſtillation, and whether ic would have any effect in improving the Qua- 


lity of the Spirits, or vice verſa? 


444 < 7 ”% 
+ \ nel 448 


17,-Do you know of any Ingredient, or Proceſs, the Uſe of which can 


be diſguiſed, which will prevent the Hydrometer from aſcertaining the 


Strength of the Spirit ; aud if you do, can you ſuggeſt any eaſy and ready 


Method of Detection ? OO 


12.-◻lt has been ſtated, that ſome of the Manufacturers of Gin in Hol- 


7 . - 
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1416586.—-I, the preſent Mode of aſcertaining the Strength of Spirits by 


the Hydrometer employed by the Officers of Exciſe for that Purpoſe, ſufficiently 

Certain accurate; or do you know of any other Mode more accurate 

and certain; and if you do, ſtate the Reaſons which occur to you for or 
againſt the Subſtitution of ſuch Mode for that now in Uſe? 


I am unable to give a ſatisfactory Anſwer to of theſe Queſtions. It 
would ſeem to require a Set of pag apc to be made on Purpoſe, with the ut- 
moſt Care. This might be done by Government, and the Expence would 
bably be amply repaid, by an Improvement in this important Branch of the 


Revenue. | 5 5 
= William Seller. 
3 - 2 6 4 1 a= RE e ee bog - PER 
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ANSWERS to certain QUESTIONS ſubmitted to the Reverend GEORGE 


SKENE KEITH, Miniſter at Kintore, in Aberdeenſhire, reſpecting the 
Scotch Diſtillery, _ 1 


| — W HAT was the Mode of impoſing, and the Proportion of, 
2 the Duty on Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, in the Ten Years 
previous to 1786, when the Licence Syſtem was adopted ? | 


A Duty of 59. per Gallon was impoſed upon all the Waſh uſed by the public 
Diftillers. Private Perſons were allowed to diſtil Spirits for the Uſe of their 


Families, without paying any Duty for either their Waſh or Spirits. They 
paid only the Malt Duty, but they were limited to the Uſe of Stills, firſt of 


Twelve, then of Ten, and laſtly of Two Gallons, to diſtinguiſh them from public 


Diſtillers, and to prevent F rauds. es 
|  - Queſtion a. Referred to the Exciſe Books for Anſwer, | 


3-— What has been the Mode of impoſing, and the Proportion of 
the Duty, in each reſpective Year, from 1786 incluſive, to the preſent 


Time; diſtinguiſhing the different Modes and Proportions in the different 
Diſtricts? e %%% 


N. anſwered in my Evidence. In Addition to which I would remark, 
that 
Lowlands pay the higheſt apparent Tax, but being ſubjected to no Limitation 
8 (Oey of Grain or Spirits, and confined to no particular Market, and 
alſo worki 


.. aſcertained that they pay the leaſt real Duty, i. e. the leaſt; Duty on every Gallon 
of Spirits diſtilled. . i 8 


by looking at the nominal Licence Duties of the different Diſtricts, the 


againſt Time with almoſt incredible Diſpatch, it is now clearly 


42 
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18 any practicably accurate Method be deviſed, of aſcertaining 
an 


ſecuring the Spirits made and ſold for Conſumption, to be of as whole- 
ſome a Quality as is compatible with the Nature of ſuch a Liquor diſtilled | 


at the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, from the different 
Sorts of Grain, malted or raw, uſed for that Purpoſe in Scotland ? 


2494 Don 


This is a moſt important Queſtion, and cannot be anſwered without ſome pre- 


vious Obſervations ; and I intreat the Attention of the Committee to the een 


Remarks, which I beg them to conſider both ſeparately and in Connection wich 


each other: 96 , vil ye OE ws oats to 
Firſt, the Diſtillation of ardent Spirits is now ſo much an Art, and the Low- 
land Diſtillers of Scotland are become ſo great practical Chemiſts, that the only 
racticable Methods of ſecuring the Wholeſomeneſs of their Spirits, which cannot 
be aſcertained 4 priori, are to make it their Intereſt to diſtil good and whole- 


ſome Spirits (at any Rate not to make their Intereſt connected with the Badneſs 


or unwholewhome hb Bo theſe) and to prohibit all extraneous Subſtances 
from being mixed with the Waſh, Low Wines; or Spirits, excepting where Bri- 
tiſn Gin, Brandy, or other Compounds are manufactured. By impoſing a Li- 
cence Duty on the Contents of the Still, the Diſtiller works againſt Time, and 
therefore finds it his Intereſt to make the greateſt poſſible Quantity of Spirits, 
without much regarding their Quality ; but by impoſing the Duty upon every 
Gallon of Spirits diſtilled, he would find it his Intereſt to make nothing but 
good Spirits. In making Britiſh Gin, or other Compounds, he muſt be allowed 
to introduce extraneous Subſtances ; and his Cuſtomers mult drink at their Riſk ; 
97 1 in the making of theſe Compounds, no extraneous Subſtances ſhould 

allowed. 2 5 3 

Secondly, no Spirits, made chiefly or partly from Raw Grain, can be fo whole- 
ſome as Spirits which are made from Malt only. Corn Spirits, when Thrice 


diſtilled, which they ſnould always be, are not ſo pure or ſalutary as Malt Spirits 


are found to be which are only Twice diſtilled: at any rate, caveris paribus, Corn 
Spirits are much inferior to Malt Spirits; therefore it would tend much to pro- 


mote the Health of the lower Claſſes of the People, if no Malt Duties were charged 


upon the Diſtiller of Malt Spirits, and if all the Duty, both in the Highlands and 


Lowlands, were laid upon the Spirits only. Perhaps it would be ſtill better to 
charge the Malt Duty when the Malt was made, and to allow a Drawback of 


45. per Quarter upon all the Malt which, under the Inſpection of an Exciſe 
Officer, was put into the Diſtiller's brewing Vat, This Drawback of the Malt 
Duty would be attended with Two important Effects: It would make it the 
Diſtiller's Intereſt to diſtil Malt Spirits (which are more wholeſome then Corn 


Spirits) in much greater Quantities than he does at preſent; and it would in a 
few Years aſcertain, from the Accounts of the Malt compared with that of Spirits, 


the comparative Value of the Grain in the Highlands and Lowlands, and what 
Duties they could reſpeRively afford to pay to Government, Two Things which at 
preſent are much diſputed, If the Committee will now take theſe Obſervations 
at once into their Minds, after eee, them ſeparately, I apprehend it will 
appear that the beſt! practical Methods of ſecuring the Wholeſomeneſs of: Spirits 


will be, to-impoſe the Duty no longer by a Licence, without any Check, but on 


the Gallon or Quantity of the Spirits diſtilled ij to prohibit the mixing of any ex- 
traneous Subſtances among the Grain, Waſh, Low Wines, or Spirits, excepting 
in the making, o- Compounds; and to grant a Drawback ofthe Malt Duties, in 


ſome Mode or other, for the encouraging of Malt Spirits, which are more whole - 


ſome than Corn Spirits. 


6. W 
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©» 6,—Whit has been the Average Retail- Price of Scotch Spirits, Glaſ 
Proof, during the laſt Six Months, in Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Aber deen, and 


Inverneſs, reſpectivelß ? 


The comparative Prices of Aberdeen Malt Spirits to Lowland Corn Spirits 
have been generally as 2 to 1, I have known them as 5 to 2. The Adver. 
tiſements in the” Aberdeen Journal for 6 Months paſt have been, for Highland 
Malt Spirits from 3s. to 45. per Pint, and Lowland Corn Spirits at the ſame 
Price per Gallon, This is as 11 to 5, but the Prices of all Kinds of Spirits 
have riſen rapidly of late; and I ſuppoſe 2 to 1 to be the neareſt Average of the 


* 


proportional Price of Highland to Lowland Spirits for Two Years paſt. 


J. What is the higheſt Price per Gallon at which wholeſome Spirits, 
One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be fold for Conſumption in 
Scotland, without the Hazard of Competition by illegal Practices at Home, 


or Importation from the Continent, or from Ireland? 


This Price muſt be different in different Places; where the poor Highlanders, 
who put no Value on their Labour, diſtil privately for the Sake of a little ready 
Money, or where Dutch Gin or Iriſh Whiſkey are very cheap and abundant, 
theſe local Cauſes muſt produce correſponding local Effects; but in general I 
ſhould ſuppoſe that the higheſt Price at which Malt Spirits will, ſell at an Ave- 
rage of different Years, and over the Whole of Scotland, fo as not to be mate- 
rially affected by illicit Practices, is for Spirits 1 to 10 above Hydrometer Proof, 
$5, 6d. in Wholeſale, and 65. or 6s. 64. per Gallon in Retail, according to the 
Situations of the Retailers. _ 15 85 ** 


1 1 


8. How much of that Price per Gallon can the Manufacturer afford 
to pay as Duty to Government, leaving him a fair and ample Profit, cal- 
c culated according to the Average Price of Grain, Fuel, Labour, and other 
Charges, during the laſt Ten Years ; ſpecifying che particular Grounds of 
6, . $00 GT 


I believe that all Calculations here muſt be only general Gueſſes, Till the no- 


minal Value of Money; and real Value of Labour, be more fixed than they have 
been for theſe Two or Three Years paſt, a Man who underſtands, political Arith- 
metic will ſuſpend his Calculations, In general, however, I ſhould ſuppoſe that 
= or may afford to pay to Government One Fourth Part. of his ſelling 


g 5 #+ 3 i 


9. What may it be expected that the Annual Produce of ſuch Duties 


3 would amount to, calculated upon the beſt Opinion that you can form of 
dhe Population and Conſumption of the Country) 77 


0 1 really have no Data for making this Calculation abſolutely; bariſpeakiog 
comparatively, I am ſatisfied that a Duty not leſs than 15. 84. nor more than 25. 
per allon, will produce the greatelt Revenue to Government for ſome Years, 


10.— What will be the beſt Method of impoſing and collecting that 
Duty, fo as to guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, and incur the leaſt Ex- 
pence in proportion to the Amount of its Produce ; and in particular, 

will it be better, under all the Circumſtances of the Country, to adhere 
| | | to 


* 
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* 


to the Syſtem of Licence, or to reſort to the former, or any other Method 
%% ¼&ͤ ‚ · · ß Fs F 


i * * 
4 


* 


There are Three different Methods of impoſing and collecting the Duty. 


The F irſt, is a Licence as in the Lowlands, without any Check. This J conſider 
as the worſt poſſible Method, becauſe it produces immenſe Quantities of very 


bad Spirits (though it will occaſion the leaſt Expence in proportion to the Ambunt 
| of its Produce) and becauſe it will yield but a ſmall Duty on the ſaid immenſe 


Quantity. The Second, is a Licence as in the Highland and Intermediate Diſ- 


tricta, with a Limitation to the Quantity both of Grain and Spirits, and attended 
with a partial Survey. The Third, is a complete Survey or Duty upon the Gallon 


of Spirits produced. This is by far the fairett Method, and will produce the 


greateſt clear or net Revenue, though it muſt be attended with conſiderable 


Expence in collecting the Duty. It is incomparably ſuperior to the Firſt 
Method, as it will occaſion only good and wholeſome Spirits to be diſtilled ; for 
only good Spirits will bear a Duty upon every Gallon, It is much ſuperior to 
the Second Method in point of Accuracy, and the Difference of Revenue between 


a complete and a partial Survey, will be much more than to compenſate for the 


Difference of the Expence of the Two Kinds of Survey, 


11 —Ovght there to be any Difference as to the Quantity or Mode of 
impoſing and collecting the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland, on 


Account of the Difference of the Quality of the Grain produced, of the 


Fuel found in thoſe qiſſerent Parts, and of other Circumſtances; ard if 


„ 


there ought, what ſhould that Difference be? 


There no Doubt ought to be ſome Indulgence ſhewn to the Highland and 
leſs cultivated Parts of Scotland, where the Climate is unfavourable, Fuel 
ſcarce and dear, and where Smuggling or illicit diſtilling muſt prevail, if high 
Dutics be impoſed : This Indulgence may be ſhewn in either of the Two following 
Ways: Firſt, irapofing a leſs Duty upon the Highland than upon the Lowlan | 
Diſtiller, upon every Gallon of Spirits which he Fitts. This Method, however, 
mult be a conſtant Source of Complaints from the Lowland Diſtillers, and muſt 
be attended with Lines of Demarcation and an additional Duty, where any of che 
Highland Spirits are known to be imported into the Lowlands. Thoſe Diſtricts 


alſo which border on the Lowlands, would derive moſt Advantage from this 


Method, although leſs entitled to Indulgence than thoſe who live in the moſt 
remote Highlands are. The Second Method would be, to allow the Highland 
Diſtiller to diſtil a certain limited Quantity of Spirits at a lower Rate, but for all 
that he diſtils above that Quantity to impoſe the ſame Tax that is impoſed on 
the Lowland Diſtiller. After having long and deliberately refleted on this 


Subject, I prefer this Second Method, and therefore propoſed it in the Com- 
mittee as a Scheme of my own, which may remove all Diſputes. between the 
Lowland and Highland Diſtiller. This Indulgence is only an arithmetical or 
numerical Allowance, wh ch is known, limited, and given avowedly, and can 


never injure the Lowland Diſtiller, whereas a conſtant Diſference of Duty would 
be a geometrical Proportion of Profic, which no Doubt might injure the Low- 
land Diſtiller very conſiderably, The Indulgence I propoſe cannot diminiſh the 
Duty of the whole Diſtillers much, but by ſuppreſſing Smuggling and illicit 


Diſtillation, and rendering the Law popular, it may even increaſe the Revenue 
in the Highland and Intermediate Diſtricts. The only Objection to this Plan, 


is its Expence; and to obviate even this, J have propoſed to the Committee that 
no Diſtiller ſhould be allowed to begin diſtilling till he give Bond for C. 200 at 
leaſt of Duty on Spirits to be diſtilled within the Year; that in the Lowlands 


he ſhould pay Two Shillings for every Gallon of Spirits, One to Ten above 


4 ydrometer Proof, conſequ. ncly to diſtil 200 Gallons in virtue of his Bond 3 


4 E 5 and ; 
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and that in the Highland and Intermediate Diſtricts, he ſhoule be allowed to 
diſtil 2,500 Gallons for his (C. 2co, but for all above that Quantity to pay Two 
Shillings per Gallon. I would here add, that in the remote Highlands, when 
2,500 Gallons might not be got to be diſtilled, owing to want of Grain, One 
Exciſe Officer might be ſufficient to attend a-Diſbllery, and the Diſtiller allowed 
to diltil 1,500, Gallons for J. 100, and all above to pay Two Shillings per Gallon, 
but to be limited to diſtil in the Day Time only. I now propoſe this Addition to 
What I mentioned in the Committee, becauſe I believe it will both do Good to 
the Country, and Benefit the Revenue in the remote Highlands, where a Diſtiller 
might not find as much Grain as would produce 2,500 Gallons. In regard to 
the Intermediate Diſtrict in which I reſide, I certainly know that if ſuch an Indul- 
gence be not granted, the Revenue to Government will be very inconſiderable, 
cauſe illicit diſtilling and Foreign Smuggling abound in Aberdeenſhire, and 
Cannot be ſuppreſſed by any other Method than by a Diſtillery Law, which ſhall 
be ſupported by the public Opinion. o. e 
I ſequeſt the Committee to conſider, that the great Recommendation of this 
Plan is, that it prevents all Diſputes about Lines of Demarcation, Monopoly of 


Spirits, and ſmuggling Highland Whiſkey into the Lowlands. It is merely an 


Encouragement, given by Government Annually, to begin diſtilling where the 


Grain is weak, the Climate bad, or where illicit Trade would otherwiſe abound ; 


and over all that Part of Scotland which includes both the Highland and Inter- 


mediate Diſtricts, will not amount to a very conſiderable Sum, probably not to 


One Third Part of the additional Revenue which it will produce. Beſides, if 
all thoſe who obtained this Indulgence were limited to working by Day only, One 
Officer would ſuffice to each Diſtillery, SL EE as os 


- 12,--What have been the Checks which the Legiſlature has enacted at 

different Times to prevent fraudulent Evaſion or the Duty on Spirits; 
Which of thoſe have been moſt efficient; and what others can be ſuggeſted 

which are likely to be of Advantage to che Revenue? „ 


In the Lowlands there are no Checks. In the other Two Diſtricts there are 
Checks, both as to the e of Grain, and Number of Gallons of Spirits. 
In this County, Aberdeenſhire, I have Reaſon to believe that the Quantity of 
Malt (which cannot caſily be concealed) is ſcrupulouſly looked after by the Exciſe 


Officers. In regard to the Spirits, I muſt candidly declare that I believe they 
have not been ſo rigid. The Reaſon is this; all the different Acts for the High- 


land Diſtillery, have neglected to ſpecify the Strength of the 1,660 Gallons of 
Spirits; and as the Highland Diſtillers retail in Gallons, or Scotch Pints, a 
conſiderable Part of their Spirits, they mix up their 1,660 Gallons to perhaps 2,000, 
which they ſell at a lower Price than if they were One to Ten above Hydrometer 
Proof, The Malt might be rated at Twelve Gallons for the ter. and the 
Waſh of Malt only at 2 d. and that of Corn Spirits at 3 d. per Galton. It is im- 
proper to make the Waſh ſtrong, as it yields leſs Spirit in p*portion ; but as 


Corn Spirits have the ground Corn put among the Waſh or Worts, they are 


always at Icaſt a Third Part ſtronger, than where no ground Corn is put in among 
the Waſh. To prevent Frauds in both Caſes, a Saccharinometer could be uſed 
occaſionally, 7. „ % LL as 


13 .—Can it be aſcertained, to a practicable Degree of Accuracy, what 


Form and Capacity of a Still, and of the Head and other Parts of the diſ- 


tilling Apparatus, and made of what Metal and Thickneis, and erected 
© vith what Materials, and in what Manner (particularly in, regard to the 
_ Deegree of the Angle which the Pipe or Horn ſhall form with the Lira) 


* = 
N. 
N 


* 
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un produce the greateſt Quaiuiry, In proportion 10 the Capacity, of 
_ wholeſome Spirits, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, diſtilled from the 


beſt Grain, and the beſt Proportion of that Grain as to Quantity, and with: 


the beſt Fuel, alſo employed in the beſt Proportion 55 


The Form and Capacity of a Still will be ſound Matters of leſs conſequence, 
when the Duty is impoſed on the Quantity of Spirits, than at preſent, when it is 
impoſed upon the Contents of the Still. If the Plan of a Licence be continued, the 
Object ſhould no Doubt be to limit the Number of Times that a Still is allowed 
to be run off in a Day or in a Week; but really Genius ſhould not be checked, 
though Frauds ſhould be prevented rather than puniſhed, As to the Quantity of 

Spirits to be produced, this muſt always, ceteris paribus, be inverſely as the Quality 
is better or worſe; i. e. where all is got that can be obtained, the Spirits will 

not be ſo fine as if the Malt had not been fo ſeverely ſearched. The Difference of 
a good or bad Seaſon affecting the Quality of the Grain, the Room in which the 
Still is erected, being much or little expoſed to a Current of Air, will alſo ſome- 
what affect the Quantity of Spirits. When theſe too are run off too ſtrong 


a Part of the Strength evaporates immediately, no Doubt the moſt fiery Part ot 


the Spirits; but theſe Minutiz, and others of which even Theory takes no Notice, 


# 


henſi ve. 


cannot become the Subject of Laws, which ſhould be both ſimple and compre- 


14.— Can the Anno Quantity of ſuch Spirits which fach Still and A- | 


paratus could yield, under ſuch Circumſtances, in Twenty-four Hours, 
and in a Year, be aſcertained? FAS 75 . 


This cannot be aſcertained. A different Application of F uel, a different Mode 


of ſetting the Still, the Proportion of the Surface to the Depth or ſolid Con- 
rents of the Still, and the different Degrees of Alertneſs in the Diſtillers, muſt 
produce different Quantities in a given Time. En no 


16, —If the Capacity of ſuch Stills were enlarged or Ani ce can 


the Degree of Diſadvantage be aſcertained (in reſpect of the Quantity of 

: Spirits equally ſtrong and wholeſome to be pracured in the ſame Time) 
which would be incurred (the other Circumſtances above-mentioned re- 
maining the ſame) according to the Amount of ſuch Increaſe or Dimi- 
nution of Capacity; for Example, ſuppoſing the moſt productive Capacity 

to be Forty Gallons, can the Diſadvantage, in reſpect of Quantity, be 
aſcertained, which would be incurred by uſing Two Stills of Twenty 


Gallons each, inſtead of One of Forty Gallons, or in uſing One of Eighty 


Gallons, inſtead of Two of Forty Gallons each? 1 5 


In Anſwer to this Queſtion I would obſerve, that when a Still is run off it 
contains, firſt, a Quantity of pure Spirits; ſecondly, a coarſer taſted Kind of Spirits; 


and, laſtly, a Quantity of Faints. A Forty Gallon Still contains always a little 


more than double the Quantity of pure Spirit that is thrown, ceteris paribus, from 
a Twenty Gallon Still; but it contains leſs both of the impure or coarſe Spirit, 
and alſo of Faints. A Diſtiller who works againſt Time, often prefers Two. 
Twenty Gallon Stills, becauſe they have molt Surface, and becauſe one of them 
can be kept always runnin 
prefer a Forty Gallon Still. 


4 
. A 
5 * 


16. — Can the Degree of Difference be aſcertained, which there would + 
be in the Quantity of ſuch Spirits produced in a given Time, under Cir- 
. | x | | cumſtances 
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double the Quantity of Meal, and Oats which produced more than triple the 


the weak Grain, which is even more difficult to ſearch than ſtrong Grain is, from 


probable Difference of Price ; but it can in no Caſe be aſcertained with ſuch Ac- 
curacy as to anſwer this Queſtion properly. 


Grain is very good, Two Quarters of Barley made into Male have been made to 


ſomeneſs of the Spirits is always leſs, according as the Diſtiller uſes more Raw 


ſome Spirit, though made of a great Proportion of Raw Grain ; for here the 


be counteraſted, Beſides, as I already ſtared to the Committee, the Circum- 


Britain, and of the effential Oil, which is very penetrating, inſinuating itſelf into 


not work againſt Time, and is only deſirous to make good Gin; and ter hin 
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cCumſtances alike in all other Reſpects, from good Grain and inferior Grain, 
ſuch Grain in both Caſes being wholly malted; ſpecifying the Grounds 
„ Mos lg between what is generally underſtood by good and inferior 


This cannot be afcertaingd. I have known Bailey which | produced more than 


Quantity of Meal in a very good Seaſon, waich was produced in a very bad 
Seaſon, But the Difference here is greater to the Diſtiller than to the Miller, 
becauſe the /ame Weight of Farina is not equally firong, or capable of producing an 
aqual Quantity of Spiric. An Engliſh Farmer can hardly believe the Difference 
between the beſt Grain in the North of Scotland in good Seaſons, and the worſt 
Grain in bad Seaſons. And even the Saccharinometer, which judges of the Quantity = 
of Spirit, or of ſaccharine Matter, by the ſpecific Gravity of the Diſtiller's Waſh, 
would give a falſe Reſult when comparing the Waſh of Devonſhire Barley, and 
that of Inverneſsſhire Bear or Big, with each other. 50 


1. — The ſame Queſtion, in Caſes where Malt and Raw Grain are 
_ uſed in equal Proportions? © © „ 
This alſo cannot be aſcertained, Weak Grain requires more Water to wet and 
ſrarch it thoroughly, ſo as to exhauſt all its Strength in brewing, The Waſh of 
weak Grain muſt be made ſtronger than that of good Grain, to produce an equal 


Quantity of Spirit; but if made ſtronger it will not exhauſt all the Strength of 


its adhering more to the Hull, Farther, a greater Proportion of weak Grain is 
requiſite to be malted, to carry on the Fermentation when Raw Grain is uſed. 
In every View the Difference is much more in favour of good Grain than any 


18.— What is the Difference, in point of the Quantity and Wholeſome- 
neſs of Spirits, between the Uſe of Grain of the ſame Quality when 
malted, and when half malted and half raw? | 


The Difference in point of Quantity, when equal Quantities of Barley and Malt 
are uſed, is about 8 per Cent. or One Twelfth Part, ſometimes a little more, ſome- 
times a little leſs, according to the Qualities of che Malt and Barley. Where the 


ferment Seven Quarters of Raw Grain. In general the Diſtiller finds it his Intereſt, 


ſor promoting the Fermentation, to uſe One Third Part of Malt, and produces about 
a Sixth Part more Spirits than if the Whole had bzea malted. But the Whole- 


Grain. Let it not be thought an Objection to this, that Dutch Gin is a wholc- 
Malt of Barley is mixed with a different Grain; viz. Rye unmalted. It is alſo 
a compound Spirit; and either from the Ingredients in the Compoſition, or from 
the Proceſs of ſermenting the Juniper, the bad Effects of the Raw Grain may 
ſtances of its being Water borne, and ſome Time in the Caſk before it arrives in 
the Wood of the Caſk, and diſplacing a Qlantity of the Juice of the Oak or 
other Wood, tend much to improve the Quality of the Gin. But to put this 
Matter beyond all Diſpute, let any Man conſider that the Dutch Diſtiller does 


co:npate 
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lands, the Difference of the Quality will then appear very evident. 
4 19.—The ſame Queſtion with No 1 3, ſuppoſing Scotch Coal to be the. 
+ 20.—Theſame if Newcaſtle Coal? VCC 
ar,, 055 005 wo hen ek 
I᷑t needs only to be remarked in general, that there is ſo great a Difference be- 
tween the different Kinds of Scotch Coal, Engliſh Coal, and Peats, that although 
there is moſt Economy in the Uſe of Engliſh Coal, and by far leaſt in uſing of 


pa * 17 
2 5 ; , 


compare the pure Malt Spirits of the Highlands with the Corn Spirits of the Low- 


N 


Peat, yet no particular Anſwer can be given to theſe Queſtions any more than 10 


the 13th, to which they refer. 


= 22.— What are the Reaſons to be aſſigned for and againſt carrying on 
the Diſtilleries, in any and what Reſpect, on Sundays? ut lag: | 
The only ſolid Objection to the Prohibition to work on Sunday, is the Omg 


on of the acetous State of the Waſh. This may be prevented by putting in freſ . 
Matter, or by prudent Foreſight; but were it otherwiſe, the working on Sun- 


day could never have my Approbation. 


os * 


ANSWERS to the ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS. 


<5 OA you ſay, from your Experience or Ol/ervation, whether Spirits ; 


diſtilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of Strength, 
are more «nwholeſome if they have been diſtilled very rapidly and with a very 
UAtrong Fire, than when diſtilled fowly and with a gentle Heat 


1 know that the Spirits diſtilled with great Rapidity are apt to give one a Head 


Ach; whence infer that they are unwholeſome ; for they produce no ſuch Effects 
if diſtilled flowly ; but I am of Opinion that Experiments ſhould be made both 
in the Highland and Lowland Diſtilleries for aſcertaining this-and ſeveral other 


Points, I have ſometimes got a Head Ach, though I never drank to Exceſs, 
from drinking Spirits which were illicitly and too rapidly diſtilled in my N eigh- 8 


bourhood ; and I never could drink the Lowland Corn Spirits without ſuffering 


from doing ſo; but I never felt any Inconvenience from drinking the Malt Spi- 
rits made by the licenſed Diſtillers in this County, or what I diſtilled in my own 


Houſe flowly and avowedly, and while the Law permitted private Families to diſtil 


for their own Uſe. 


2.—If the Diſtillation is conducted ſkilfully in other Reſpects, is it the. 


Effect of a rapid Diſtillation by a frong Heat to occaſion a fiery Taſte, or 
peculiar and diſagreeable Flavour in the Spirits, to a greater Degree than 
When the Diſtillation is performed fowwly and with a gentle Heat ? 

The Effects of a very rapid Diſtillation are to give Spirits a peculiar. and diſ- 
agreeable Flavour, and alſo a bad Colcur; on which Account Diſtillers, who 
manufacture ſuch Spirits, generally give them an artificial Colour to conceal their 
real one, and alſo a different Flavour, though they cannot intirely remove the Haut 
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Family, 1 had Three Stills going at the ſame Time, and proved the Spirits myſelf 
every Fifteen or Twenty Minutes. At One of the Stills too much Fire was ap- 
plied; I diſcovered it immediately in the Colour and Taſte of my Spirits, which 
alſo fell ſuddenly below Proof, I immediately went to the Kitchen where the 
Still was ſer, removed the greateſt Part of the Fire, recovered both the Colour 
and Flavour of my Spirits; and what aſtoniſbæd me more, brought them back to 
Proof Strength, at which they continued till T got above Half a Gallon of more 
- Spirits. In diſtilling, as the Spirit becomes weaker, the Fire ſhould be gradually 
| leſſened till the Faints begin to appear, when it may be increaſed, as they muſt be 
Qiſtilled over again. The Man who diſtils againſt Time cannot attend to theſe 
1 Diſtinctions, and uſes always too much Fire. 3 | | 


3.—What is ſuch fiery and diſagreeable Flavour in Spirits occaſioned 
5 by ; does it ariſe from a Combination of eſſential Oil, or other offenſive 
| . Matters coming over with the Spirits, or from any other and what Cauſe? 


I ſhould ſuppoſe that it aroſe from a Combination of eſſential Oil, and other 
1 offenſive or acrid Matter, coming over with the fun and as the Still is heated 
| from the Boiling Point to almoſt Furnace Hor, I imagine that Part of this acrid 
= Matter is ſcorched, if nat burnt; and as it is ſpecifically heavier than pure Spirits, 
| 1 ſuppoſe that it contains ſome aqueous Matter, and not Oil only. 


7 


| * 44. — Are you acquainted with the Ingredients, or Proceſſes, ſaid to be 
| . employed by ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminiſh ſuch unpalatable 
Hp 13 5 Flavour, or to communicate ſome favourite Taſte; if you are, do you 
| | know in what Manner thoſe Ingredients, or Proceſſes, operate in pro- 


ducing thoſe Effects? Does the Uſe of them, or of any and which of them, 
in the neceſſary Quantity or Degree, render the Spirits /e/s wholeſome ; 
If it does, do you know any ready and eaſy Method of Detection when 
they have been employed? 5 £ 


There are various Ingredients employed by different Diſtifers, Of theſe the 
moſt pleaſant is the Spiritus Mitri dulcis, or ſweet Spirit of Nitre. The muriatic 
Acid is alſo uſed in its dulcified State, Both theſe are applied for giving a Fla- 
vour ſimilar to that of Brandy. Other Ingredients, not ſo wholeſome, are given 
for different Purpoſes ; but to prevent is better than to detect theſe Practices; 

and if Parliament ſhall prohibit all colouring of Spirits, or giving them an arti- 

_ ficial Flavour, by mixing any extra neous Subſtances along with the Grain, Waſh, 

Low Wines, or Spirits (except in the Making of Compounds) this alone will 

check too rapid Diſtillation, where the Spirits muſt be coloured before Sale, to 
conceal the Fad Colour, and diminiſh the bad Flavour occaſioned by this exceſ- 
ſive Rapidity. OE, ; | 
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5.—Can you ſay, from your Experience and Obſervation, whether a 
Spirit of the ſame Strength, and diſtilled from the ſame Materials, is /e/s 
«nwholeſe me, when the Wort and Waſh made from ſuch Materials is weak, 
and diluted by the Uſe of a great Proportion of Water in forming the 
Wort, than when ſuch Wort and Waſh are made fronger and more concen- 
trated by che Proportion of Water uſed in the Formation of the Wort 
being much leſs? 055 e 


I cannot ſay any Thing as to the Effects of ſtrong Waſh or Low Wines, having 
never vſed' either of theſe very ſtrong ; but in rectifying or diſtilling a Third, 
Fourth, and Fifth Time, I thought I found it advantageous to put in a little Water 
Along with the Spirits to be rectified, _ | 3 12 
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l Diſtillation, or vice verſa? 


\ 


be . een it FOE more of abends e 


. Can more Spirits, ty 9 be extracted Ke a given Quan- 


tity of Materials, by making the Wort diluted and weak, than by making 


ir frong and concentrated, or vice verſa ? 


' Undoubtedly moſt from diluted Wort, which 1 8 the Malt oo tho- 
roughly. 


8.—Can you cbs what is the ba G of Spirits which can bo 
ob from a given Weight of ſound healthy Grain? 


This muſt differ widely according to the Soil, Expoſure, Seaſon, and Climate 
The ſame Weight of Norfolk Barley was found to produce a Third Part more 
Ale, than was produced by an equal us of Bear or Big raiſed near ea of 
Murray. 


9.—If all the farinaceous, ſaccharine, or fermentable Part of FE Grain, 

or other Materials, could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains or 
Refiduum be of any Value as Food for Animals; and i is not the nutritious 
Quality of ſuch Re/iduum entirely, or very much, in proportion to the 

7 Quantity of ſuch farinaceous or ſaccharine Matter, which till remains in 


the Grains or Refiduum, after the Waſh is drawn off? 


The nutritious Quality of the Reſiduum is the Hulk, probably of the ha 


Nature with the Palea or Chaff, added to the weak Farina or Pollard which 


_ adheres to it, and as much of laſt Vater, whether containing much or little ſac- 


charine Matter, as is left among the Huſks or Hulls after brewing. In a good 

Seaſon and plump Grain there is little Pollard adhering to the Huſk ; in a bad 
Seaſon, or where the Corn is lean, the Grains which arc left after a contain 
moſt a ane is not eaſily extracted. 


10.—What are the Advantages or Diſadrancages i in the tity 


Quantity of Spirits, and in Quickneſs of Operation, from uſing Maca 2 5 


or any Proportion of Raw Grain mixed wich Malt, to form the Wer and 
| Waſh? 


The great Recommendation of Malt Spirits i is, that they are purer 1 more 
-wholeſome than Corn Spirits, being purified in the Operation of malting ; but 
Corn Spirits ocoupy leſs Space, employ leſs Labour, require leſs Time, except 


than ftrong Malt Worts or aſh would require ; and they produce from a 
Twelfth to an Eighth, and ſometimes, I am ane, to a Sixth Part more Spirits, 
than if the Whole had been maked. | 


1 a Wort and Waſh be formed, and 2a Sp ale from 


Raw Grain alone, without a Mixture of Malt; | 


pi 1 never made the Experiment with Corn, chough J have with err ths 
arguing from Analogy, I believe it is poſſible, if th 
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1 S more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given Quan 
__ tity of Materials, and a Waſh of a Bru MR 1 a * chan 12 4 


By a quick Diſtillation a greater Proportion of enipyreumatic oil comes of 
along with the Spirits, which renders the whole compound Maſs greater, though | 
coarſer, than if lowly diſtilled; but whether it contains more of real 1 99 5 may 


in the fingle Article of diſtilling, which is arbitrary, and even there no more Time 


e Leſt be put to very hot, 
ä and 
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E ; and freſh Matter be added at ſhort Intervals. At the fame Time I know that 


it would not be advantageous, unleſs a Pound of Treacle, or ſome ſuch Quantity 
of Melaſſes, were mixed with the freſh Matter which is put in from Time to Time 
to prolong the Fermentation; the Spirit would alſo be coarſe, and apt to get a 
Whey Colour when mixed with Water. 5 


12.—lt has been ſtated, that ſome of the Manufacturers of Gin in 

Holland ferment their Waſb on the Grain, without ſeparating them; and 

that, after the Fermentation, they put the mixed Maſs or Waſh of Grains 
into the Still together; have you any Knowledge of this Practice, and 
can you ſtate the Advantages or Diſadvantages attending it? 


I have no Knowledge of this Practice with Gin; but I mixed Potatoes with a 

Malt Waſh, and know, that if not conſtantly ſtirred by Hand with a Mop, or by 

roper Machinery, the Still is in Danger of being burnt, In this Way, however, 

1 not that moſt Spirits will be obtained; but theſe 1 muſt be coarſer, 

as they are a Compound of the farinaceous Spirit, and of the Spirit of the Palea 

or Chaff, The latter contains but a very little Spirit, but muſt, I ſhould think, 
hurt the Flavour of the Whole. „ 4 


1132 .—Can you aſcertain what Form and Capacity of Still, and Form, 
Capacity, and Conſtruction of Fire-place, will require the leaſt, and what 
the greatet Space of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in proportion 
to the Quantity of Waſh, or Low Wines, put into it; all other Circum- 

ſtances, as Quality of Materials, Strength of Waſh, Fuel, Degree of Heat, 

Kc. being, in both Caſes, equal, and the moſt favourable to quick Diſtilla- 
. 5 3 „„ % ad" 


; 1 believe that a Still with the greateſt Surface in proportion to its Contents, 
and a Pipe nearly horizontal, is moſt favourable both to quick Diſtillation, and to 
the Production of bad Spirits. The Converſe of this is evident, 


134. Can you ſuggeſt any practicable Check to prevent a too rapid Diſtil- 
lation, except by confining the Diſtiller to the Uſe of ſuch a Still in Form 
and Capacity, and ſuch a Fire-place alſo in Form, Capacity, and Con- 
ah mar as ſhall be found to be leaſt favourable to ſock rapid Diſtil- 
lation ? 3 80 . | ig 


_ Limiting every Still to a certain Number of Times in the Day, in proportion 
to its Contents in making Low Wines, and to a Number of Times in which it 
ſhall be allowed to run off while making Spirits, would anſwer this End; but I 

believe, that if they are not obliged to work againſt Time, the Diſtillers will bend 
their Attention more to the making of good Spirits, TT 


15. Can you aſcertain the Difference in the Time receſſary to diſ- 
charge a Still of the Form and Capacity, and uſed with a Fire-place alſo 
of the Form, Conſtruction, and Capacity, leaſt favourable to rapid Diſ- 
| tillation, and that neceſſary to diſcharge a Still of the ſame Capacity, but 
of the Form moſt favourable to rapid Diſtillation, and uſed with a Fire- 

pcs of the Capacity, Form, and Conllruftion moſt favourable to rapid 
iſtillation ; the Quantity, Quality, and Strength of the Charge, and of 
„ deen Cafes? en en oeret 
This cannot be aſcertained. The different Degrees of Alertneſs of the Diſ- 
tillers, the Mode of ſetting the Still, and many other Circumſtances, -may here 


* 99 


scorck DbI STILL ENT. Appendh, N- 10. 30 


16. lt has been ſuggeſted, that the Proceſs of Diſtillation may be 

greatly accelerated by uſing the Air Pump, to exhauſt the atmoſpheric 

Air which remains in the Still after it is charged; can you give the Com- 
mittee any Information on this Subject, or ſtate, with any Degree of Ac- 

curacy, to what Extent ſuch a Practice would, ceteris paribus, accelerate 

Diſtillation, and whether it would have any Effect in improving the Qua- 

lity of the Spirits, or vice ver/a? _ | i VVV 


This may be done by the Philoſopher for his Amuſement; but it will not be 
tantẽ to a Diſtiller. If ſtrong Spirits be diſtilled, the Excluſion of the Air wWill 
prevent Evaporation of the more fiery Particles. Diſtilling in vacuo would not 
improve the Quality of the Spirits, though it might add a little to the Quantity, 
and accelerate the Proceſs a very little. : 


17. Do you know of any Ingredient or Proceſs, the Uſe of which can 
be diſguiſed, which will prevent the Hydrometer from aſcertaining the 
Strength of the Spirit; and if you do, can you ſuggeſt any eaſy and ready 
Method of Detection? „ | . 


I have already referred the Committee to the Philoſophical Tranſactions on 

this Subject. I judge it only neceſſary to repeat here, that the prohibiting the 

mixing all extraneous Subſtances is all that the Law can do under high. Pe- 

nalties. When this is done, Information can be given to the Board of Exciſe 

as to the Means of Detection, which muſt vary a little according to the Arts uſed 
by the Diſtiller or Retailer of Spirits „F 


18.— ls the preſent Mode of aſcertaining the Strength of Spirits by the 
.Hydrometer employed by the Officers of Exciſe for that Purpoſe, ſufficiently 
Certain and accurate; or do you know of any other Mode more accurate 
and certain; and if you do, ſtate the Reaſons which occur to you for or 
- Againſt the Subſtitutſon of ſuch Mode for that now in Uſe? | 


The preſent Mode is not the beſt. As Spirits are ſpecifically lighter than Water, 
Alcohol being by Clarke's Hydrometer fixed at. 825, while diſtilled or pure 
Water is 1,000, the ſimpleſt Rule would be to oblige all Diſtillers to have their 
Spirits One to Ten over what is called Hydrometer Proof; to have a Glaſs Bubble, 

or any Thing of that ſpecific Gravity for proving this, and to have another Bubble, 

equal to One to Nine above Proof; and when this laſt ſunk, to charge the 
Whole as Alcohol. This is to be done in a moderate Temperature, or with a 
Thermometer, To be accurate, 175 Glaſs Bubbles, or any Thing of equal ſpecific 
Gravity, ſhould be conſtrued and marked ,826,827 &c, to 1,000. A Sct of 
Tables ſhould be publiſhed and uſed by every Exciſe Officer, along with a Fahren- 
heit's Thermometer. By immerſing the Bubble which ſunk, and looking at the 
Tables, he would know at once, within a mere Trifle of the Truth, what was the 
real Strength of the Spirits, For Example, if the Thermometer was in a mode- 
rate Temperature, or at.60*, and if the Bubble, N* 897 ſunk in the Spirits, their 
Strength would be 100 Grains of Alcohol to Fifty of Water ; but if the Ther- 
i was higher or lower, the Tables would ſhew him what Strength of Spirit 

i apahcd neareft rom that ende 8 

In a nice Matter of this Kind, a private Individual is in a delicate Situation to give 

ns pom The Royal Society are much fitter for anſwering this Queſtion 


PS „„ 
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In Addition to theſe Queſtions, the Committee having verbally put the ſol. 
| lowing to beanſwered at my Leiſure: ds. © fol 


What is your Opinion in regard to the Propriety of diſtilling Po- 
I anſwer :;—The Diſtillation of Potatoes, with a Proportion of Malt, produces 
Spirits N of the ſame Kind with Corn Spirits. Both ſhould be employed 
only as the Baſis of Compounds; and, by diſtilling Potatoes, the Rectifiers ſtill 
will be chiefly ſupplied by the Green Crop, which will be highly advantageous 
to the Agriculture of this Country. e e 
8 Os, | George Skene Keith. 


Appendix, N' 11, 


ANSWERS to certain QUESTIONS ſubmitted to Sir ARCHIBALD 
GRANT, Baronet, of Monymuſk, reſpecting the Scotch Diſtillery, 


LOR practicably accurate Method be deviſed of aſcertaining 
1 and ſec 
be of as wholeſome a Quality as is compatible with the Nature of ſuch 
a Liquor diſtilled at the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, 
e = different Sorts of Grain, malted or raw, uſed for that Purpoſe in 


Without going into a chemical Proceſs, there is one certain Proof of Spirits 

flowly diſtilled from pure Malt, which is putting clear Water into it. Pure 
Whiſkey will take any Quantity of cold Water, without altering its clear Colour; 
but if either run upon Hops, Sugar, or Rice, all very common Practices with the 
ſmall Stills, the Addition of a little Water makes it muddy, and, if it is Lowland 
Whiſky, it turns like Milk and Water. A et „„ 
7. What is the bigheſt Price per Gallon, at which wholeſome Spirits, 
One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be ſold for Conſumption in 
Scotland, without the Hazard of Competition by illegal Practices at Home, 
or Importation from the Continent, or from Iceland? 


If Whiſkey exceeds Half a Crown per Scots Pint, it will be fmuggled from 

the Highlands if Ten Times the Number of Exciſe Officers were ſtationed there. 
It is a common Practice in the Head of the 8 for a Farmer to give a Boll 

of Bear, and receive back Fourteen Pints of Proof Spirits, the Diſtiller runnin 
all the Riſk of Seizure and Penalties, and all the Expence of Malting and Di 


8.—How much of that Price per Gallon can the Manufacturer afford 

to pay as Duty to Government, leaving him a fair and ample Profit, 
calculated according to the Average Price of Grain, Fuel, Labour, a 
| 1 | other 


9 


uring the Spirits made and ſold for Conſumption, to 
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; acher Ourarh during he laſt Ten Years; f fy the cular 
- Grounds of ſuch Calculation? | _ ab as 


1 he licenſed Diſtiller can afford 25. per Gillon of L Duty, including Malt 
Duty, and have a handſome Profit, allowing Bear to be ns Ve LPT LRN | 
gow Boll, or from 235. to 24 . per Aberdeen Boll. | - 


9. What may it be expected that the Annual Produce of boch Daxies 
would amount to, calculated upon the beſt Opinion that 1225 can 1 * : 
the Population and Conſumption of the Country. | . 


Was the Trade entirely thrown open, and every ſmall Diſtiller allowed i to fnd 
his own Market, not leſs than £- 16,000 a Year would be produced from this 


County. 


49 —What ; is the Differerice, i in point ” the Gi all Whole. 
ſomeneſs of Spirits, between the Uſe of Grain of the fame Quality Frm 
malted, and when half malted and half raw ? 


The Difference in Quantity is trifling, but Whiſkey müde eicher wholly or in 
Part of Raw Grain taftes ike Punch or Tea made with half boiling Water, 
a raw diſagreeable Taſte, and aſtringent in the Meng. Tho ver ! are 
not Wed achim wy nen 28 oet 5 „„ 


| ANSWERS i to the ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS. . 
La CAN you ſay, from your Experience or Obſervation, whether 
- Spirits, diſtilled from the fame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of 
Strength, are more unwholefome if they have been diſtilled very rapidly 


and with a very ftrong Fire, than when diſtilled Jowly and with 4 n 
Heat ? 


: Spirits lou ly diſti ned ſeldom occaſion Hadith 3 to the Oe the Reverſe 
is the Caſe with what is forced off 10 a 1 F ire, as it e thoſe who drink | 
”- SOR it nearly mad, 1 8 . 


2.—If the Diſtillation i is conducted AcilFully in other Rape is it the 
Effect of a rapid Diftillation by a /rong Heat to occaſion a fiery Tafte, or 
peculiar and diſagrecable Flavaur in the Spirits, to a greater Degree than 
when the Diſtillation is performed /owly and with a gentle Hear? 


A fiery Taſte is only communicated by forcing the Still with Heat. The 
new Improvement in the Horn of the Still is an Actempt to correct this by 
getting a greater Body of Water be to "= Pipes for cooling them. | 


'4.—Are you TP HAY inted with the Ingradients; or Proceſſes, aid to be 
employed 55 ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminiſn ſuch unpalatable 
Flavour, or to communicate ſome favourite Tafte; if you are, do you 
— Know | in what Manner thoſe Ingredients, or Proceſſes, operate in produc- 
ing thoſe Effects? Does the Uſe of them, or of any and which of them, 
in the neceſſary Quantity or Degree, render the Spirits Jeſs wholeſome ; 
if it does, do you know any ready and ealy Method of Detection "when 


they have been employed? 


Pure Water immediately detects any Mixture with the Siri Oe, 
6.— Can 
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6. —Can more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given Quan. 
tity of Materials, and a Waſh of a given Strength, by a ſow than by a 
_.*” » ghick Diſtillation, or vice verſa? : rat es + 5 
| J. Can more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given Quan- 
tity of Materials, by making the Wort diluted and weal, than by making 
it frong and concentrated, or vice verſa ? „ 


As it is the Buſineſs of the great Diſtillers to run againſt Time, they are not 
able to extract ſo much Spirit from their Waſh as if they were diſtilling ſlowly. 
Weak Wort yields more Spirit than ſtrong, that is to ſay, from the ſame Quan- 
tity of Malt. „„ e 5 


8,—Can you ſtate what is the rue Quantity of Spirits which can be 
obtained from a given Weight of ſound healthy Grain # TR 
Mr. Stein, at Alloa, produced from Twenty-eight to Thirty Pints of Spirits 

per Linlithgow Boll; the ſame Perſon, who is now a Diſtiller at Fluſhing, pro- 

duces conſiderably more. | 5 


9.—If all the farinaceous, ſaccharine, or fermentable Part of the Grain, 

or other Materials, could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains or 

Reſiduum be of any Value as Food for Animals; and is not the nu- 

tritious Quality of ſuch Ręſduum entirely, or very much, in propor- 
tion to the Quantity of ſuch farinaceous or ſaccharine Matter, which till 

remains in the Grains ot Re/iduum, after the Waſh is drawn off? 


After all the Spirit that poſſibly can be taken out of the Grains and Waſh is 
extracted, they are ſtill of great Uſe in the feeding of Cattle and Swine, and 
go a very great Length in the Payment of the Duties to the licenſed Diſtiller. 


11. Can 2 Wort and Waſh be formed, and a Spirit diſtilled, from 
Xa Grain alone, without any Mixture of Malt? „ | 


Bear Meal and Oatmeal alone have often been uſed in the Highlands for Diſ- 
tillation. 8 =. | 


13 .—Can you aſcertain what Form and Capacity of Still, and Form, 
Capacity, and Conſtruction of Fire-place, will require the leaſt, and what 
the greatet Space of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in proportion to 
the Quantity of Waſh, or Low Wines, put into it; all other Circum- 
ſtances, as Quality of Materials, Strength of Waſh, Fuel, Degree of Heat, 
&c. being in both Caſes equal, and ihe moft favourable to quick Diftil- 
lation? . Der LE one 
The broader and ſhallower the Still, the ſooner will it boil and diſcharge the 
Spirit, and vice verſa, : | W 
The other Queſtions I am unacquainted with. 


Archibald Grant. | 


scoren diert garant WI. 8 


LET TER from Dr. 1 to Sir 4 BANNERMAN, Baronet, 
e at Aberdeen. 5 


Dear Sir, | 
AS I cannot pretend to o anſwer the printed 8 as 2 pia el Diſtiller, 
I have made ſuch Obſervations on ſeveral of them as were ſuggeſted to me 
by ſome general Knowledge of Chemiſtry, and of a few Particulars more imme- 
diatcly connected with Fermentation and Diſtillation, I have thrown them into 
the Form of ſuch Anſwers as I would 5 given if verbally examined before 
2 Committee, To Queſtions 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 17, I can ſay 
nothing. As to Queſtion 18, a vaſt Deal of Pains has been lately beſtowed by 
Two Members of the London Royal Society, and ſome unexpected Circum- 
ſtances have been diſcovered, but I conſider it as a e more connected 
wich Mathematics and Hydroſtatics than with ene = 
I am, = 
| 44 8 | 
ts 8 much Reg wh 0 
Schoolbinl, 5 our obliged and dient Servant, Fu” 
Saua: any ; | | ol Se. French. 


AN SWE R 8 to aus STIONS of 24th hk Abell, by Dr. FRENCH, 
Profeſſor of organs | in the Prariſchal College of Aberdeen, Z 


13 A N you. ſay, from your  Enperiente or Obſevathin, whether 
8 diſtilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of 
_ Strength, are more untbolgſome if they have been diſtilled very ra 5140 and 
with a very firong Fire, than when diflilled Jowly and with a gent Heat? 


I am of Opinion, that Spirits are more unwholeſome when Ty Wy” 
wich OY Heat, than when lowly with a gentle N 9 


2.—If the Diſtiliation i is condudttd kilfolly 1 in other Reſpedts, i is it the 
Effect of a rapid Diſtillation by a /rong Heat to occaſion a fiery Taſte, or 
peculiar and diſagreable Flavour in the Spirits, to a. greater Degree than 
when the Piſtllacion is performed fowly and with a gentle Heat? 


_ rapid Diſtillation and ſtrong Heat will occaſion a more diſagreeable Fla- 
vour in the Spirits than when done more flowly with a gentle Hear, f 


3.—What is ſuch fiery and diſagreeable r in 1 ceo 
by? Does it ariſe ſrom a Combination of eſſential Oil, or other offenſive 
Matters coming over with the Spirits, or from any other and what Cauſe ? 


T he diſagreeable Flavour probably ariſes from more of the eſſential Oil com- 
ing over along with the Spirits, from Particles of the extractive Matter in the 
Wort being carried up by the violent Heat, and from the = one: or * 

ing 10 Part of the extractive Matter by che ſame violent „ 


4.— Are you acquainted with the Ingredients, or Proceſſes, ad t be 
employed by ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminiſh ſuch unpalatable Fla- 
e or i communicate ſome favourite Taſte ? If yu are, — you 
TY 9 11 mn 
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know in what Manner thoſe Ingredients, or Proceſſes, operate in pro- 

_ «ducing thoſe Effects? Does the Uſe of them, or of any and which of 

them, in the neceſſary Quantity or Degree, render the Spirits 4% whole- 

fame; if it does, do you know any ready and eaſy Method of Detection 
when they have been employed? FDF | 


In order to get rid of a diſagreeable eſſential Oil, a Quantity of Cauſtic 
(pure fixt Alcali) is added during the Diſtillation from Proof to Rectified Spi- 
rits. Spirits are capable of holding in Solution this pure Alcali; if they be 
not carefully cleared from it they will in conſequence have à diſagreeable uri. 
nous Taſte. Alſo, during the Fermentation, generally a ſmall Portion of Acetous 
Acid is formed, which gives the Spirits rather an agreeable Taſte; this is alſo 
. deſtroyed by the Alcali. This laſt Defe& may be remedied by adding a ſmall 
Portion of Acetous Acid. The Addition of Nitrous Acid, or of Sweet Spirit of 
| Nitre, in a ſmall Proportion, certainly gives to Spirits a Mellowneſs ſomething 
of the ſame Kind as they acquire by Age, and ſuch Additions are in uſe among 
Diſtillers. The Addition of Acetous Acid, of Nitrous Acid, or Sweet Spirit of 
Nitre, 1 do not conſider as unwholeſome. The Preſence of an Alcali in Spirits 
I conſider as unwholeſome, inſomuch as it will tend to create Thirſt and Heat, 
The Preſence of an Alcali in Spirits may be detected by the Precipitation of the 
Earth from a Solution of Allum. The Effects and Mode of Operation of Char- 
coal upon Spirits I am as yet not ſufficiently acquainted with to ſay any Thing. 


9.—If all the farinaceous, ſaccharine, or fermentable Part of the Grain, 

or other Materials, could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains or 

. - /Refiquum be of any Value as Food for Animals; and is not the nutritious 

Quality of ſuch Refduum entirely, or very much in Proportion to the 

Quantity of ſuch farinaccous or ſaccharine Matter, which ſtill remains in 
the Grains or Reſiduum after the Waſh is drawn off? 


If all the fermentable Part of the Grain has been extracted, the Reſiduum 
can be of no uſe as Food to Animals, and the nutritious Quality of ſuch Reſi- 
duum is entirely in Proportion to the Quantity of fermentable Part which was 
not extracted. It may be further noticed, that in fermenting large Quantities, it 
is common to throw in conſiderable Quantities of Jalap Powder to check the 
Fermentation at particular Periods ; this probably will render the Reſiduum unfit 
: for. Food, although ſome fermentable Part ſhould have been left. 


I can Wort and Wach be formed, and a:Spirir. diſtilled, from 
Raw. Grain alone, without. any Mixture MARE HH. Loa © 
I believe that Raw Grain alone might be made to undergo the vinous Fermen- 


tation, conſequently to furniſh Spirit, bur I apprehend that the Proceſs would 
be very troubleſome. and diſadvantageous. _ 


16.— It has been ſuggeſted, that the Proceſs. of Diſtillation may be 
greatly accelerated by .uſing the Air Pump to exhauſt the atmoſpheric 
Air which remains in the Still after it is charged; can you give the Con- 
mittee any Information on this Subject, or ſtate, with any Degree of 
Accuracy, to what Extent ſuch a Practice would, ceteris paribus, acccle- 
rate Diſtillation, and whether it would have any Effect in improving the 
- Quality of the Spirits, or vice verſa? © EY © 


The leſs the Preſſure is upon the Surface of any Fluid during Diſtillation, there 
can be no Doubt that the Diſtillation will go on the more readily. EE 


4 os 2 ; 


Ne 


Axppendix, N 13. 


ANSWERS to certain QUEST IONS ſubmitted to Mr. FREDERICK 
79 MAcCLAGAN, reſpecting the Scotch Diſtiller r. 


z 


have ſaid, when examined before them, I beg 'Leave to. ſubmit to them the fol- 
lowing Statements: 5 C 


To the 1ſt, 2d, 3d, and 4th Queries, I can give no Anſuer. 
1 5.—Can any practicably accurate Method be deviſcd, of aſcertaining 
and ſecuring the Spirits made and ſold for Conſumption, to be of as 
wholeſome a Quality as is compatible with the Narure of ſuch a Liquor, 
_ diſtilled at the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, from the 


different Sorts of Grain, malted or raw, uſed for that Purpoſe in Scot- 


JJ,, oo ge Aus 
It is beyond a Doubt, that the general Approbation and general Uſe of any 
Liquor prepared for the Conſumption of the Community at large is the beſt 


Criterion of its Wholeſomeneſs; for it is not poſſible to believe that a Liquor 
manufactured for general Uſe ſhould find Sales for any Length of Time ift of 


an unwholeſome Nature; a very ſhort Time's Experience muſt have diſcovered 
if any unhealthful Qualities were inherent in it, and all Demand for it muſt have 
ceaſed immediately upon ſuch Diſcovery, for Health is generally preferred by 
Mankind to every earthly Advantage. BV 


As there is no other Queſtion propoſed, which leads ſo directly to the Subject, 
I ſhall here ſtate my Ideas as to the Wholeſomeneſs of Whiſkey, and the com- 


parative Qualities of the different Kinds of it manufactured in Scotland, whicli 
1 am the more enabled to do, as I had Occaſion, about Two Years ago, to con- 
ſult with Three very eminent Phyſicians in Edinburgh, who are alſo diſtinguiſhed 
for their Knowledge in Chemiſtry, upon that Subject. All heating cordial Li- 
_ Guors, though in themſelves very wholeſome, when they are taken in too great 


Quantities are pernicious, and when perſevered in bring on Debility and a Va- 
riety of conſequent Diſeaſes ; but when uſcd in Moderation, and diluted witch 
Water, Spirits are Jeſs pernicious than fermented Liquors, ſuch as Wine, Cyder, 
Ale, Porter, &c. which, vpon too frequent Uſe, introduce into the Conſtitution 
graveliſh Complaints, Dropſies, and the Gout, as is proved by the Experience. 
of Phyſicians, and particularly by thoſe who have attended the Hoſpitals in the 
Cyder Countries, and where Ale and Porter are moſt conſumed in England, and 
Abroad where they drink ſmall Wines for their ordinary Beverage. The Uſe of 
Whiſkey, which is ſtrongly divretic, is never attended with theſe Effects; and it is 
articularly true, that it was never known that any Man who drank Whiſkey for 


s ordinary Drink from his Youth was ever afflicted with the Gout, _ 


in Whiſkey, which beſides purges them off by its diuretic Qualities, and 2 
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155 THE Honourable the Committee upon the Scotch Diſtilleries, have deſired me 
to give in written Anſwers to their printed Queries. In Addition to what I 


The eſſential Oils generated in the Proceſſes of Fermentation and Diſtilla- 
tion are not found in ſuch great Quantities in Spirits diſtilled from Grain of any 
Deſcription, as from Spirits diſtilled from other Subſtances ; theſe Oils, lying 
heavy and indigeſtible upon the Stomach, are the Occaſion of Sickneſs and Head-- 
achs to them who drink Spirits too freely; theſe Oils in greater Quantity are 
more heavy and more difficult of Digeſtion as drank in Rum and Brandy than 
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the Occaſion that moſt Men in the Morning feel more light and leſs oppreſſed 
with Sickneſs and Nauſea, after having drank Whiſkey too freely at Night, than 
after having taken an equal Quantity of Rum,” The Experience of this has 

made great Numbers el Whiſkey to Rum, efpecially when drank in the Even- 
ing; and I myſelf, on that Account, always give it a Preference, though the Fla- 
vour and Taſte of them is more agreeable to me. Gin is found equally if not 
more light upon the Stomach than Whiſkey, though it is found ſometimes to 
certain Conſtitutions too irritating, from the Quantity of Turpentine or reſinous 
Subſtance contained in it, derived from the Juniper with which itis impregnated; 
ſo that upon the Whole Whiſkey muſt be eſteemed a ſaſe and wholeſome Be- 
USE. RED ) I]. 4... _.. 

In my early Days there was hardly any Whiſkey diſtilled in the Low Country 
of Scotland, and hardly a Drop of it uſed in the South Country, previous to 
Government taking Poſſeſſion of the Cuſtoms of the Iſſe of Man, for whilt 
Smuggling from that Iſland prevailed, Gin and Brandy were the Liquors every 
where made Uſe of, and a general Intemperance prevailed in that Country, 
which is not at preſent equalled any where in Scotland. This Smuggling Trade 
being aboliſhed, the Uſe of Whiſkey became more extenſive, but the general Per- 
ſuaſion was, that it could only be diſtilled in Perfection in the Highlands, and 
ſuch Diſtilleries as commenced in the Low Country, though they wrovght upon 
the ſame Plan, and diſtilled entirely from Malt, found it difficult to combat that 
Prejudice, and perſuade that their Spirits were equally wholeſome with Highland 
Whiſkey. The Highlanders finding they were in Danger of loſing a great Part of 
the Trade were very induſtrious to inculcate and maintain this Prepoſſeſſion; the 

Flavour of the Smoke of Peat became the Criterion betwixt them, and Whiſkey 
not tinctured with it was reprobated as unpalatable and unwholeſome. This Diſ- 


tinction was particularly convenient for the Highlanders, for it is not in their 


Power to manufacture it without that Flavour, not merely on Account of their 
drying their Malt with Peats, but from their conſtant Uſe of that Species of 
Fuel in their Families, which gives the ſame Flavour to their Milk, their Butter, 
their Cheeſe, their Meal and Bread, even their wooden Utenſils and very 
Clothes being affected with it; thus the Prepoſſeſſion has been handed down with 
great Induſtry, and long Habit has given Permanancy to the Predilection, ſo that 
North from Fifeſhire Highland Whiſkey finds a decided Preference and a better 
Price; notwithſtanding which, I have fold Whiſkey in Perth tinctured with the 
Flavour of Peat Smoke, manufactured from Malt mixt with Raw Grain, which 
was retailed, approved of, and paid for as Highland Whiſkey ; and it was particu- 
Jarly the Cuſtom of one of my Dealers to carry that Kind of Whiſkey, bought 
from me, to his Cuſtomers during the Night, to perſuade them it was ſmuggled, 
and thereby the Whiſkey pleaſed, and he made profitable Sales; bur it is certainly _ 
impoſſible for any Perſon to believe that the Diſtinction of Flavour can make 
any Difference in the Wholeſomeneſe of the Spirits. It is certain, that to the South 
of Edinburgh the People will not drink Whiſkey tinctured with the Smoke of 
Peat ; and when uſed in Punch or Toddv, Low and Whiſkey is preferred in many 
Places even in the North. As to the D ſtinction betwixt Spirits manufactured 
from Malt only, and that manufactured from a Mixture of unmalted Grain, it 
conſiſts entirely in Taſte, and not in Whole ſomeneſs. The ſmall Diſtillers in 
the South, who pretend that they ufe Malt only, took up the ſame Ground with 
the Highlanders, and in order to ſecure their Market, they gave out that what 
they call Great Still Whiſkey was unwholeſome ; and though in the ſargeſt Diſtil- 
leries they now uſe Stills as ſmall as others, ſtill their Spirits go under the 
Name of Great Still Whiſkey, and tilt they would perſuade that it is not 
ſo pure or wholefome a Spirit as that from Malt; but all this is only 
to ſerve a Purpoſe, I am perfectly aſfuned that the Purity and — 
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neſs of any Spitit depends chiefly upon the Proceſs previous to Diſtillation, 
when the ſaccharine Matter is generated, and the Oils and Spirits and Earthly 
Matter are op nee to be ſeparated by the Action of Fire or Diſtiſlation, 
and it cannot be doubted but the great Diſtillers are more ſcientifically ac- 3 
quainted with theſe Proceſſes than the Generality of the Reſt of the Trade, and 1 
are therefore capable of producing a Spirit equally pure and wholeſome as can be 1 
made by any Men. It is equally certain, that though there is a Diſlinction in 
the Taſte of the Spirits manufactured from Malt, and from a Mixture of Malt 
and Raw Grain, yet no Reaſon can be affigned why the one Mould be efteemed 
more wholeſome than the other. Scientific Men deny that there is any ſuch 

Diſtinction, and Experience, which is more convincing than any Train of Rea- 
ſoning, expreſsly decides, that Spirits diſtilled from Malt mixt with anmalted 
Grain are purely wholeſome. I myſelf have uſed that Kind of Spirits cyer 
ſince the Uk of. unmalted Grain was introduced, and I have never ſuffered the 
ſmalleſt Injury from it. 1 have fold many Hundreds of Puncheons of theſe 
Spirits Annually, which have been diffuſed over a very extenſive Country, and 
conſumed by many Thouſands of People, and I never heard a Complaint 
of their being unwholeſome, or doing Injury to any Perſon who uſed them in 
Moderation, except from Highland Diſtillers who were intereſted, or ſuch of their. 
Cuſtomers as took up the Tale from them. In England and in Foreign Countries 

the Practice is univerſal. Gin is manufactured from a much greater Proportion 
of unmalted Grain than Whiſkey, and there is not a more wholeſome Spirit 
diſtilled. Upon the whole I muſt revert to the general Principle I ſet out with, 
that it is impoſſible to believe that a Spirit manufactured for general Uſe ſhould, 
continue to find, for any Length of Time, extepfive and increafing Sales, if it were 
indued with any unhealthſul Qualities, which muſt put an End to the ridiculous, 

_ unfounded Complaints againſt Whiſkey diſtilled from unmalted Grain, which is 
certainly as pure and wholeſome as any other Spirits, F 
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'6,—Whit ie ben che Average Retail Price of Scotch Spirits, Glaſs 
Proof, during the laſt Six Monrhs, in Edinburgh, Glaſgow, and Aber- 
deen and Inverneſs reſpectively. | 5 8 


It is difficult to ſay what have been the Retail Prices of Spirits, Glaſs Proof, 
as the Retailers very commonly adultetate them with Water, &c. and advertiſe 
their Sales at very lou Prices; but I know they have been ſold from 5s. 44. 
to 65. 8 d. per Gallon, In wholeſale to Dealers my Sales have been from | 
35. 8 d. to 4s. 2 d. per Gallon, and were made in the Shires of Edinburgh, Fife, | ilk 
Perth, Angus, Aberdeen, Berwick, Roxburgh, Dumfries, and Kirkcudbright. = 
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J. What is the higheſt Price per 
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1 ; Gallon ar which wholeſome: Spirits; 
One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be ſold for Conſumption in 
Scotland, without the Hazard of Competition by illegal Practi 


Home, or Importation from the Continent, or from! Ireland. 


A Paſſion for ardent Spirits, acquired from the Severity of the Climate, front 5 
Example, and eftabliſhed by inveterate Habit, does certainly prevail in Scotland, 
and the People are in general diſpoſed to expend a Proportion of their Subſtance. 
for the Indu of that Deſite; but if the Price required ſhall exceed the 
Value they pat vpon it, they wil ceaſe to be Conſumers, the Trade will be at an 
End, and the Revenue be loſt ; and farther, though the middling Ranks of 
People generally uſe Whiſkey for the * Purpoſe of Con x 
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Families and clſcwhere, yet a conſidcrable Proportion of the Conſumption de. 
pendꝭ upon. the Mechanics, Manufacturers, and Labourers, who . uſe Spirits for 
the ſame Purpoſe, though not to the, ſame Extent as Ale and Porter are uſed in 
England; and if the Price puts ihe Article beyond their Reach, in that Caſe. 
there will be oo Sales, and conſequently no Revenue, but as the Paſſion will ſtill 
remain, they will accept the Means of its Gratification, which will be offered 
them at an inferior Price by the Smuggler. The Smuggler is like an Ioſurance 
Btoket, and the Price of his Goods is the Inſurance of his Hazard, and as long 
as he ſhall find a Balance in bis Favour, fo long will he continue to ſmuggle, 
and as long as he can underſell the legal Manufacturer, ſo long will he occupy 
the Mafket, ard receive every Encouragement and Aſſiſtance from the People. 
In ys Manner therefore do I proceed to give my Opinion upon the Queſtion 
1777 dps. ,,, ᷑ͤ ß ñĩ ß ah es 
* | Fön ſmuggled Whiſkey ſells currently from 5.5 to 65. per Gallon; I find 
alſo that ſmuggled Gin is fold often upon the Coaſt at 4s. 6 d. per Gallon, and 
in Places more Inland at 5s. per Gallon. Theſe Prices muſt anſwer .the.Smug- 
gler, and warandice his Hazard, or elſe he would not carry on the Trade; and I 
find that as the People are not averſe to purchaſe at theſe Prices, they cannot be 
.Conſidered as excecding the Extent of their Inclination or Ability to pay. 
Spirits legally manufactured muſt therefore compete with theſe Prices, and the 
Diſtiller will certainly be diſappointed of Sales if his Price excceds 55. per 
(Gallon, or 5.5. 6 d. at fartheſt; his Preference in the Market ariſing from 
the Circumſtance of ſmuggled Spirits being generally defective in Strength, 
| being not above Glaſs Proof, It is here to be 9 that the Price above 
mentioned is in wholeſale from the Diſtillers, and after paſſing through the Hands 
of the Dealers and Retailers, cannot reach the Conſumer under 75. or 7.5. 6d. 
per Gallon; the ſame is in general the Caſe with the ſmuggled Spirits, and (as 
will de ſhewn by Calculation afterwards) the Conſumption of Scotland at 7 4. 
per Gallon would amount to the Sum of /. 1, 206, 598. 10s. which would 
average ſo high upon the individual Conſumer, that I am ſatisfied no higher 
Price can be afforded by him, and no higher Price could poſſibly enable the 
legal Manufacturer to compete with the domeſtic or the foreign Smuggler. 


8. How much of that Price per Gallon can the Manufacturer afford 
do pay to Government, leaving him a fair and ample Profit, calculated 
according to the Average Price of Grain, Fuel, I.abour, and other 
Charges, during the laſt Ten Years; ſpecifying the particular Grounds of 
e . % 8 
If che Manufacturer finds that the Retailer can ſell ſteadily at 7.5. per Gallon, 
he can afford to pay Duty 25. to Government. 
Ihe Grain, averaging at 205. per Boll, and that Boll being a Mixture of 
Barley and Malt, giving an Average Produce-of Ten Gallons of Spirits, One to 
Ten over Hydrometer Proof, will make the Expence for Grain 24. per Gallon 
upon the Spirits; I can form but a Gueſs as to the Expence of Fuel, Servants, 
Horſes, Waſte, Utenſils, and Works, Outlay of Money, and bad Debts ; but I 
apprehend it cannot average leſs than One Shilling upon the Gallon Profit to 
the Manufactufer, 6.4. to the Dealer and Retailer; Br their Licence Duties, At- 
tendance, Riſk, Houſe Rent, Servants, and bad Debts 15. 6d. or 25s. making 
upon the Whole the Retail Price above ſtated, and upon theſe Data it is impoſ- 
ſible, in my Opinion, the Duty can exceed 24. per Gallon with any Proſpect of 


. ; : * e 7 7 N. 
p 2 F 3 pg 5 
< bY © E ; 2 15 * 2 d; 5 A 0 5 bro 7 2 f 3 i : * 8 * ka $ A. 7 4 p 1 ** 
1 . ; OE: 8 0s Oy, Ny 6 8 3 9 3 F e e 3 : 
N By 88 ** $* > ; e 4 vo OR la Mc, 13 3 * : * 2 8 
4 „ ? * 
2 : a — 
8 4 , 
- , 
7 5 » 


> : g © - 
e je 7 Soo 75 x x i 8 2 + 98 
* F i + 75 


n 


's cor H DIST a LLE -R.—Appendis Nog. 37 
9. What may it be expected tat the Annual Produce of ſuch Duties 


5 Fes amount to, calculated upon the beſt Opinion 7 can e _— . 15 


153 Population and Conſumption of the Country? 


Scotland is ſuppoſed to contain little more than 1, gone OLED: * * 


all Deſeriptions One Half of theſe are under the Age of 18, and drink no Spi- 
tits, for the Youth in Scotland are not brought forward ſo early, either to Ule- 
fulneſs or Vice, as they are in England. Of the remaining 7 $0,000, One Half 


are Females, and it is but doing them Juſtice to fay, that Three Fourths of them = 


drink no Spirits. There remains 468,750, and from that Number muſt ſtill be 
deducted all Perſons in the higher Ranks of Life, whoſe Habirs lead. them to the 
Uſe of Wine and Foreign Spirits; and if theſe are computed from the Quanti- 


ties imported of Wine, Rum, Brandy, and Gin, we will not exceed when we 
;reckon them at 68,750, ſo that the remaining 400,200 are alone the People 


from whom we are to look for Payment of Spirits confumed in Scotland; a very 


great Proportion of theſe are alſo diftinguiſhed for their Temperance; theſe are 
all ſuch as at a Diſtance from great Towns are engaged in agricultural Labours, 
ſo that 1 am certainly rather above the juſt Proportion when T 8 T'wo 

xes the 


Gills to Three, or One Gallon of Spirits to 48 Perſons Daily, which 
Conſumption at 3,447,425 Gallons Yearly. This, at 25. per Gallon Duty, will 
furniſh a Revenue of J. 344,742. 153. 1 already ſaid, that at the Price of 7 s. 


per Gallon on Scotch manufactured Spirits would ſtand the Public Yearly 


V. 1,206,598. 105. and they will coſt the Individual C. 3. 0s. 314; this would 
be an Average far beyond the Abilities of the labouring Mechanics and Manu- 
ſacturers in Scotland, conſidering the Rate of their Wages ; but as the middling 


Claſſes of People are included, and conſume more Spirits in their Families 
than Manufacturers, it is imagined the Average is not much beyond the Truth, 


though it will not affect the lower Claſſes fo deeply. 


J have here ſtated the Duties to their full Extent, d 1 am erſuaded that by f 
no Arrangement can that Branch of the Revenue be increaſed; ſor no Specu- 
lation can increaſe the Population upon which it depends; and it is obvious, 
that the Quantity conſumed cannot be calculated upon a higher Average, ſo 


that if in any One Year an Overplus Quantity is manufactured, it muſt be an 
unprofitable Stock upon the Hands of the Diſtiller, until by diminiſhin his 


Manufacture he brings it forward for the Supply of the Demand for the follow- 
ing Year; for he never can find more Spirits ſaleable in Scotland, in any One 


Year, than 3,447,425 Gallons, nor a greater Number than 400,000 Conſumers 


of Spirits to pay for them; and every Speculation which might induce him to 


iacreaſe the Quantity of his Manufacture would turn out to his Prejudice, and 


every Calculation of Revenue from Scotch manufactured Spirits built upon a 
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_ 10,—What all be 1 beſt Method 75 nigh and colegieg chat 5 


Duty, fo as to guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, and incur the leaſt 


Expence, in proportion to the Amount of its Produce; and in particu- | 
lar, will it be better, under all the Circumſtances of the Country, to 


Adhere to the Syſtem of armee Nr to den to 15 es or any other 
_ Method of Survey ? r wrote tate Thick E 


In Anſwer to the above 1 Wave firſt to hos that it is in my Opinion im- 
poſſible that the Revenue above-mentioned ſhall ever be made e ffectual, if the, | 


Hi hland Diſtricts are permitted to diſtil Spirits at inferior Duties. 
n my former Calculations I proceeded upon the Suppoſition, that the EE 
Populaio of PE | was to be e Ton 7 by wu Diſtillers at the 
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Quantity wilt be proJuced from his Grain, and. indeed there can be no other 
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Duty ſpecified ; but if the Highland Population is to be ſupplied at inferior 


Duties, even though the Highlanders ſhould ro the their Manufacture in 
t 


ſtrict Conformity to the Reſttictions impoſed upon yet muſt the Revenue 

But this Suppoſition is far frum being admiſſible, for I have koown many 
Inftances of their breaking through theſe Reſtrictions, and ſmuggling to a very 
great Extent, T bave known many Inſtances of their carrying Malt and Barley 
from the Low Country ta their Diſtilleries, and more numerous Inſtances of 
their ſomggliog their Spirits; and I Know that rhe Vicinity of the intermediate 
Lines to many large and populaus Towns and Countries affords ſo eaſy Op. 
portunities af Smuggling, that I am certain no Vigilance on the Part of the 
Officer of the Facile will ever be able to prevent that illicit Traffic, whilſt the 
Highlangets diſtil under inferior Duties. I am even fully perſuaded, that the 
Evil will. increaſe, if by an Increaſe of Duty the. Temptation to ſmuggling is 


made greater, and in proportion to the Succeſs and Extent of that illicit Trade, 


the Revenue muſt neceſlarily be diminiſhed, for who ever ſupplies it, the Con- 
fumption regylared by the Population of the Country mult continue the ſame; = 
but it does not require an Argument to ſhew, that Smuggling is prejudicial to 
the Revenue, and it does not now require Evidence to prove, that the High- 


land Diſtillers have all heen Smugglers, and will ever continue to be ſo whilſt 


they axe permitted to diftil at inferior Duties; theſe are Things decided, and of 
1 ug as long as they thus ſupply the Market the Revenue muſt viſibly 
T_T, uno. | „ 5 


Bot Secondly, 1 am equally decided. in Opinion, that under the Syſtem of 


Survey, a great and permanent Revenue can never be made ctf:&ual from the 
'Scotc Diffillerics — paſt Experience univerſally declares, that whilft the Diſtille- 

ries were under Survey, they paid a very ſimall Proportion of the Duties 10 
Government which, were due by Law, and the greateft Frauds were ptactiſed 


at that Time, both by the Diſtillers and Exciſe Officers; J had then an Oppor- 


tunity of intimate 974 88 5 of their Conduct, when the Frauds were com- 
mitted with unbluſhing Confidence, which became more numerous as Checks were 

multiplied, Charity would now lead a Man to pronounce in Favour of the 
We with whom he is connected, but in general, there is no Reaſon to 
think that Integrity is held more ſacred than it was in former Times; and 

there is therefore no Reaſon to believe, that a Renovation of the Syſtem. would 
be attended with better Conſequraces. Certainly, as the Duties are inereaſed 


(and it is ſuppoſed they, will be {till further enlarged) the Temptation to withhold 


hem is {til} more powerful, and the Diſtiller will be enabled to offer a Premium 
for Infidelity to = ſurveying Officers, which formerly che Officers of the Re- 
venue were not accuſtomed to teſiſt. An additional Number of Checks would 
only increaſe the Arts of the ingenious, and a Man prolific of Invention, with- 


out Principle, would always have the Advantage of the candid Diſtiller, and not 


only evade the Payment of his Duties, but be enabled to underſell him in every 
Market, Theſe are Conſequences unavoidable under the Syſtem of Survey, and 
roportion as they ſhall prevail the Revenue muſt be uncertain and defective. 
Though not immediately directed to it by the Queſtion, I muſt here take the 
Liberty to point out ſome other fata) DefeRts in the Syſtem of Survey | 
The Diſtiller will naturally be led by the ſtrong Temptation offered to the 


ingenious Smuggler to devote. à great Part of his. Attention to that illicit Prac- 
rice, and his Operations will in general be made ſubſervient to it; this muſt in 


every m—_ affect and injure his Proceſs, which requires. ſcientifical Regularity; 
deans the Quality, of his Spirits will be much, injured,, and much leſs 


tenſgn given why the Spirits now manufactured are more pure and more * 


5 3 
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Diſtiller would become the Slave of his Servants, their Aſſiſtance would be ne- 
ceſſary in his illicit Practices, and he would have not only to purchaſe their Aid, 
but they would become entirely beyond Command; this would be an Inlet to a 
general Profligacy of Manners to all concerned in the Trade of Smuggling, 


every Part of his Operations would become diſorderly, and Numbers of Men 


would acquire Habits of violating the Reſtraints of legal Society, which the 


Smuggler is ever ready to do by Fraud or Violence, as beſt ſuits his Purpoſe, 


But, finally, whilſt acting as a Smuggler the Circumſtances of the Diſtiler 


would become juſtly ſuſpected, becauſe his Succeſs would be ſo precarious, and 


this muſt exceedingly circumſcribe his Influence upon the agricultural Intereſts 
of the Country; for not only a ready Market, but certain Payments are neceſſary 


to enable the former to maintain his Family, proſecute his Improvements, and 
pay his Rent; now this never can be obtained with Certainty from ſmuggling 
Distillers; for this Reaſon the Farmers in Scotland are anxious that the Syſtem 


of Survey ſhall not be reſtored, for the many Bankruptcies under which they 
ſuffered formerly, make them juſtly afraid of ſimilar Effects from the Reſtoration 
of nenen 67 367 lad qr 1nd V 


But though all theſe Diſadvantages were to be diſregarded, it cannot be forgot 
that the only Uſe of Survey is to obtain a Revenue to Government, and not to 


procure by Fines and Forfeitures increaſed Eimoluments to the Officers of 
Exciſe ; now it is evident, that the Syſtem of Survey would be deſtructive of the 


very Purpoſe for which it ſhould be inſtituted, not only, as has been already 


noticed, by giving Encouragement to Frauds, whereby the Revenue would be 


educed more than One Half of what might juſtly be expected from it, but the 


Expence of this Method of Collection would exhauſt a conſiderable Part of what 
would actually be paid by the Diſtillers. Eight, ſometimes Ten, Exciſe Officers 
were formerly found neceſſary to attend a ſingle Diſtillery, and yet they were not 
ſufficient to accompliſh their Object, and it is now propoſed (if that Syſtem is 

reſtored) that ſuch a Number of additional Cheeks ſhall be eſtabliſhed, and that 

at ſuch Diſtance of Time and Place that double the Number of Officers, how- 


ever zealous and faithful, will not be ſufficient ſteadily to attend and execute the 


neceſſary, Surveys; 400 Officers would be at leaſt required to execute the 
Duty, and at C. 60 to each their Salaries would amount to the enormous Sum 
of C. 24,000 Annually, which Sum would in fact be paid for the Support of a 
Sytem deſtructive of the public Revenue, and it appears very aſtoniſhing how 
any Perſon attached to public or private Proſperity, ſhould think of reſtoring a 
Syſtem, which is evidently deſtructive of bot n. „„ 
But, on the other Hand, as the Plan of collecting the Revenue by a Survey is 

ohjectionable, the Method of collecting it by a Licence Duty muſt meet the 
Approbation of every Perſon who conſiders it with Attention. The Plan in 
itſeſf , is eaſily executed, it is economical, it affords no Opportunity of Fraud to 
the Diſtiller, neither will the Revenue Officer be corrupted, and a Revenue will 


be realized, proportioned. to the full Extent of the Population and Conſumption 


of the Country. It gives full Command to the Diſtiller of his Proceſs, ſo that 
he will obtain the full Quantity of Spirits from his Grain in proportion to its 
Quality, and the Spirits manufactured will be of the beſt Quality. The Diſtiller 
wil have the complete Command of his Servants, and no immoral Derangement, 
ſuch as is occaſioned by a Smuggling Trade, can have place amongſt them. 
The Trade is rendered ſteady, and the Market for Grain will anſwer the Pro- 


Auction of the: former, and, whilſt the Diſtilleries flouriſh,” the Country will be 
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ble than they were formerly, but that the Diſtiller has been freed from the 
mbarraſſments of that - pernicious - Syſtem. ' Beſides, under that Syſtem the 
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=. 4 wah only heard of One Objection to this Method of collecting the Duties, 


ayhich ſeems to merit the ſmalleſt Attention. It ariſes from an Idea, that the 
Licence Syſtem would occaſion an Inequality in the Tax, which ought” certainly 
wo be prevented. It is here alledged, that One Diſtiller may run his Stills with 
greater Celerity than enother, and thereby occaſion an Inequality of Duty paid 
upon the Gallon of Spirits produced by them reſpectively; this ſeems to have 
made a conſiderable Impreſſion, as the Syſtem in this Point of View would ſrem 
to militate againſt the Principles of Juſtice and Humanity ; it would indeed be 
partial and unjuſt, if Government ſhould ſay to any Individual or Deſcription of 
Diſtillers, you ſhall pay FL. 100 Sterling for every Gallon of your Still's Contents, 
and at the ſame Time to ſay to others, you ſhall pay only J. 54 per Gallon for 
your's; but it accords with every found Principle of Legiſlation and Juſtice, to 
ſay to Diſtillers of every Deſcription, you ſhall be placed under one equal and 
indiſcriminating Law, the Sum payable for your Licence ſhall be One, and you 


Mall be at perfect Liberty to uſe that Licence for your own Advantage, to the 


full Extent of your Abilitics, One Diſtiller may object to this, and ſay, I cannot 
diſtil under that Syſtem, for I cannot manufacture ſo expeditiouſſy as ſome of 
my Neighbours. - The Anſwer to this is obvious, go and learn, for Government 
has no Concern to teach you your Buſineſs, nor to make Laws to accommodate 
your Ignorance, Another may object that he has not ſo good an Apparatus, and 
therefore cannot extract ſo great a Quantity of Spirits from his Grain. The 


Anſwer to this is equally plain, before you commence your Buſineſs, go and get 


a proper Apparatus, and if you have not Capital ſufficient, you mult let it alone; 
for there never was an Idea conceived more abſurd than the Suppoſition, that 
Government ſhould interpoſe to level the natural good underſtanding, or cul- 
tivated Abilities of one Man, to the Standard of another Man's Ignorance and 


| Stupidity, or to reduce the Activity in Trade of one Man's extenſive Capital to 


the flovenly Exertions of Men who would force themſelves into a Trade, 
for carrying on of which they are not poſſeſſed of Funds ſufficient. In no other 
Caſe were equalizing Plans ever attempted. Suffer. me to illuſtrate the Folly of 
t by an Example: [he Value of Land certainly depends upon its Produce, and 
the Rent paid for it is conceived to be a certain Indication of that Value. Sup- 
ſe then a Land Tax was to be impoſed of Five Shillings per Pound upon the 
ental, which ſo far equalizes the Whole; ſuppoſing One Moiety of that Land 
belonged to, and was farmed by an intelligent, induſtrious, and active Man, who 
was poſſeſſed of a good Capital, and that the Production of his Fields was ſo 
conſiderable, that his Tax did not average above 24. per Quarter upon the 


. Grain produced, whilſt another Moirty of that Land was farmed by a Man 


unſkilful, inactive, and poor, and conſequently his Produce being inferior the 
Tax would average 64. per Quarter againſt him. That Legiſlature would, in my 
Opinion, not act wiſely, who would fic down to deliberate upon a Plan to equalize 
the Duties betwixt theſe differeat Proprietors, and in order to obtain this Object 
muſt ſay to the firſt, you muſt not conſult your own Underitanding in the 


Management of your Lands, you muſt provide worſe Implements of Huſbandry, 


and worſe Cattle than you now employ, for in order to equalize your Duties, 
you mult work exactly upon the Plan of your ignorant Neighbour, and muſt 
uct produce a Buſhel more upon your Farm than is produced by him. 
. 1he Application of chis is in Point to the Cafe of the Diſtillers, b Licence 
is their Farm, and whoſe Knowledge, whoſe Abilities, Activity, and Capital (if 
the equal.zing Syſtem were to be followed) muſt be reduced in all their Operations 
to the Level of thoſe ho are deſective in all theſe Requiſites for carrying on their 
Buſineſs. I will give another Example, which may poſſibly be thought more fa- 


_ miliar—A Retailer of Spirits receives a Licence, which entitles him to carry on 


bis Buſineſs, for which he pays ſuppoſe . 20 Sterling; being attentive, oblig- 
ing, and induſtrious, he make extenſive Sales, fo that his Licence Duty will not 
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fame Licence Duty, but having leſs. Induſtry, and . obliging, finds his 


Sales obly extend to One Fourth of what are made by the ocher, ſo his Duries will 
average againſt him full 24. per Gallon, Now, in order to equalize the Duties 
betwixt theſe different Retailers, did it or can it ever enter into the Idea of the Le- 
giſlature, to circumſcribe the firſt in the Advantages which he derives from. his In- 
duſtry, and good and ſociable Temper, and to ſend the Exciſe Officers regularly to 


take his Stocks, that he may pay Duty equally, not by Yearly Licence, but ac- 


cording to the Extent of his Sales. 


— 


SGovernment, in my Opinion, muſt loſe Sight of thoſe equalizing Dreams, and 


they will ſoon diſcern that their great Object, in point of Juſtice, is to eſtabliſh 
One Law to the Community, and inſtead of obliging all Diſtillers to work with 
a Still of a Conſtruction diſapproved by any of them, and calculating the Duties 


from the poſſible Produce of fuch a Still, they will calculate their Duties from the : | 


known Produce of a Still of the heſt Conſtruction, and leave it to the Manufac- 

tures themſelves to employ Stills of that Conſtruction which they ſhall think 
moſt conducive for their Intereſt; and it is thus, and only by theſe Means, chat 
Government ſhall acquire the preateſt and moſt permanent Revenue, without 


preventing the Exertioos of the intelugent ManufaBturer or the Profperiry of the 


Trade. CY | ”_— 5 115 * 
One Thing in this Caſe is very Iingular, and that is, that, amongſt the whole 


Diſtillers who are intereſted, and who only could be hurt by that Incquality, not 


one of them have entered any Complaint againſt it, they are unanimous in favour 
of the Licence Syſtem, and would rather ſuffer any Thing from the ſuppoſed 
Inequality, than again bend their Necks under a Survey, where they would be- 
come the Slaves of the Officers of Exciſe, and where innumerable Frauds would 


occaſion Incqualities againit which no honeſt Man could poſſibly combat; but the 


Truth is, the ſuppoſed Inequality is imaginary; for if inſteadof confining the Trade 
to any Form or Capacity of Stills, the Matter were left entirely to themſelves, if 


they had common Senſe they would employ that Kind which is moſt approved and 


will ſerve them beſt, and the Legiſlature cannot be far deceived if they calculate 
their Duties from a Still of the beit Conſtruction; and if an Entry of Stills is made 
by the Diſtillers inſufficient to make up the Dutics which the Conſumption of 
the Country ought to afford, or if the Price of Spirits ſhould fall 'below the 
Calculation, and thereby indicate an Accumulation of Stock, in either or both of 
theſe Caſes, as it may be concluded, the Stills are running quicker than allowed 


by the Calculation, it would be right in Government to increale the Licence 


Duty, to ſecure the Revenue and keep up the Prices; and thus every Miſtake 


— 


might be timouſly remedied.— As I know nothing of the Celerity wich which 


Stills may be charged and diſcharged, but what I had Occaſion to hear in tlie 
Committee, making uſe of Mr. Corbei's Report of t xperiment, I would pro- 
duce the Revenue above ſpecified in the Manner following: 1 ſuppole One Boll 


of good Grain produces 1co Gallons of Wafh, from which may be obtained 


Ten Gallons of Spirits, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof. —T wo Stills of 75 
Gallons Contents, when Two Thirds full, will be charged with the ſaid Walt 
and diſcharged in 20 Minutes —a Third Still of 75 Gallons Contents, will be 


ſufficient to diſtil the Low Wines produced by the other Tw9 in the ſame Time, 


fo that the Three Stills of 225 Gallons will produce 30 Gallons of Spirits cac 


Hour, which is 7 20 Gallons per Day, wiiich amounts to 216,000 Gallons Yearly | 


the Duty of which at 25. per Gallon would be J. 21,600, and if a Duty of C. 96 
were impoſed upon each Gallon of the Still's Contents, it would amount to 
Z. 21,500, which would be within a Trifle of the Daty when computed at 25, 
per Gallon. But in whatever Manner the Running of the Still may be com- 
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puted, the Licence Syſtem will moſt effectually ſecure a Revenue to the Crown, 
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ſuch as it has been ſhewn the Population and the Conſumption of Spirits in the 
Toure of Scotland ought to afford. 1 ee e 
According to the View which I have endeavoured to give it will appear evi- 
dent, that in order to obtain the Object in View, the Syſtem of Licence needs 
no Aſſiſtance, and that every Mixture of Survey would be prejudicial to its na. 
tural Operation and Energy —If it were only propoſed that the Exciſe ſhould 
permit out the Spirits from the Cellars of the Diſtillers, even this would only be 
| ae an idle Curioficy at an enormous Expence, as many Officers would 
e neceflary to execute that Duty with ſufficient Expedition not to embarraſs 
the Trade but if it ſhould be intended that Licences ſhould be granted to a 
certain Extent, and that whatever Spirits ſhould be manufactured over the Quan- 
ity allowed by the Licence ſhould be further charged with Duty, this would 
be attended with every pernicious Effect of a complete Survey, without any 
Qualification to recommend it—We have had for ſome Time paſt a ſufficient 
Demonſtration of the Inſufficiency of ſuch a Scheme, in the limited Survey under 
which the Highland Diſtricts were eſtabliſhed, which has been a Scheme of 
continued Fraud ever ſince it was deviſed, and ſeems. wholly calculated to give 
an Opportunity to oppreſs a conſcientious Man, while the deſigning Knave will 
ſmuggle and eſcape Detection. Upon no good Principles can ſuch a Survey 
be admitted, and if any Portion of it was to be mixed with the Licence Syſtem, 
I, would be decidedly. of Opinion the Whole ought to be rejected; for it 
would be much more juſt in iiſelf, and profitable for Scotland, that, according 
to the Treaty of Union, there ſhould be only One Exciſe Syſtem for Scot- 
land and England, and the Markets of both Countries be laid open. to, the In- 
duſtry of all, | dE e e 
11.—Ouggzht there to be any Difference as to the Quantity or Mode of 
impoſing and collecting the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland, on 
Account of the Difference of the Quality of the Grain produced, of the 
Fuel found in thoſe Parts, and ot other Circumſtances ; and if there 
ought, what ſhould that Difference be? | Er 


There ought to be no Allowance made to the Inhabitants of any Place in 
Scotland in their Duties, or Manner of levying them, on Account of any Incon- 
veniencics peculiar to their Situation, for every Attempt to equalize the different 
Situations of a Country, is contrary to ſound Policy and impracticable. It is 

the Intereſt of every Man to engage in that Line of Buſineſs which is adapted 
to the Circumſtances in which he 1s placed, and not to force a Buſineſs for car- 
rying on of which every Requiſite is wanting. The Highlanders ought not to 
erect Diſtilleries where they have not Sufficiency of Grain or Fuel, for it is eaſier 
to carry Ten Gallons of Spirits over Thirty Miles of bad Roads, than to carry 
One Boll of Barley, and then manufacture it into Spirits; and the Revenue 
which has been already Joſt to Government by Highland Exemptions, would 
have been ſufficient to have made good Roads over all the Highlands of Scot- 
land. The Intermediate Diſtrict has by far leſs Claim to Exemption from 
Duties than many other Diſtricts in Scotland; their Roads are good, their 
Fields are rich and cultivated, and yield exceeding good Grain, In their Diſ- 
tilleries they would ſave the Expence of Carriage of Grain, which the Low 
Country Diſtillers are obliged to pay; they have a large and populous Coun» - 
try, which would afford them a certain Market for their Spirits, and they haye in 
eneral Acceſs to Coal by Water Carriage, at an Expence very little above 
Chat it coſts iu Edinburgh; and, upon the Whole, they are as much in Ability 
to pay the Duties as Diſiillers in any other Situation; but above all it has becn 
found, that partial Exemption has been the Occaſion of infinite Frauds, which 
Will continue to be practiſed if they continue under a ſimilar Syſtem, * 
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Plan of collekting the Duties by any Modification. of Survey has ever been in- 
effectual, and ever will be found ſo. It will be the perpetual Occaſion of Fraud, 
' hurtful to the Revenue, and deſtructive to the fair Trader, when it is adopted, 


12.— What have been the Checks which the Legiſlature has enacted at 
different Times to prevent fraudulent Evaſion of the Duty on Spirits; 
which of thoſe have been moſt efficient; and what others can be ſug- 
geſted which are likely to be of Advantage to the Revenue? 


l am not acquainted with the Checks which Government have employed to 


prevent Frauds being committed, and the Duties evaded; but T know for a Bi 
Certainty, that no Checks have ever been effectual under a Syſtem of Survey; lj 
and I am of Opinion that it is the peculiar Advantage of the Licence Syſtem, . | 
that under it ſcarcely any are neceſſary but to prevent the Stills being changed j 
after they have been ſurveyed, or any Apparatus added to them. 1 
If a ſufficient Number of Gallons are not entered, ſo as to make up the Re- il 
venue which the Population, Conſumption, and Abilities of the Country are on 

_ calculated: as able to pay, it may be concluded the Diſtillers are manufacturing | 
more Spirits with their Entries than the Calculation allowed them, and it would Hil 
be then right to raiſe the Licence Duty upon their entered Stills, to the Extent of | 
the Revenue juſtly expected; and if the Price of Spirits ſuffered a remarkable fl 
Diminution below the Calculation, there would be Reaſon to ſuſpect that Stocks Ell 
_ were accumulating, in which Cafe alſo a higher Licence Duty ought to be im- | 
poſed, which Check will prevents the Diſtillers from manufacturing beyond the 1 
Yearly Conſumption.” . 3j 8 ll 
No Manufacture can improve and proſper under the Oppreſſion of Surveys, Al 
and a Multiplicity of Checks. I apprehend nothing can be the Wiſh of 1 
Government but to obtain a ſufficient Revenue with the leaſt Expence, and the il 
Gmple Method propoſed is ſufficient for that Purpoſe, and, if adopted, would i 
give ſuch an Idea of Permanency to the Syſtem, as would produce the moſt | 
beneficial Influence upon the Corn Markets, and the general agricultural Intereſts i 
As I do not find any Queſtion which directly leads to it, and I think the Ob- i 
ject is of very great Moment, I will here take the Liberty to obſerve, that it is f 
neceſſary to preſerve the Market to the Licenſed Diſtiller from all Encroach- | 
ment, or el not finding Sales for his Spirits he cannot poſſibly afford to pay id 
the Duties. Now for this Purpoſe it is not only neceſſary to put an End to the 11 
Highland Exemptions, and all Syſtems of partial Survey, but it is equally ne- ! 
ceſſary to prevent the Smuggling from unentered Stills; and in order to do this "I 
effeEually, I think it ſhovld be enacted, that all Goods found in or connected 1 
with ſuch Diſtilleries ſhall be forfeited, and alſo a reaſonable Penalty ſhould be im- I's 
poſed, and the Farmer upon whoſe Farm the Stills are diſcovered, ſhall be made ly 
anſwerable for thoſe Fines or Penalties, becauſe it cannot poſſibly happen that 9 
ſuch Works can be carried on in his Farm without his Knowledge and Approba- [ 
tion. In my, Opinion thoſe Penalties ought to be made a preferable Debt, againſt ö 
the Farmer, in order not only to ſecure Payment, but to let the Landholder ſee 1 
that ie wouta'"be hazaidous co paronize Smugglers, as from cheir Failure he | 
mjght in the Iſſue loſe his Rent. It will be further neceſſary to gnact, that the of 
Juſtices of the Peace, or any Judge before, whom the M the 1" be tried, | | 
ſhould not have any Power, to, modify the Pepalties, nor ſhould. ie be in the | 
Power of any official Men to compound publicly or privately for, the Offence, ' 
and ſtop the Proſecution; and any ſuch Practice being. proved 2 5 ſuch Offi- | 
cer, he ſhould be diſmiſſed the Service without the Poſſibility of being reponed. | 
Similar Enactments might eaſily be framed reſpecting illegal Liſtilleries diſcovered | 
in Towns or Cities; and I apprehend theſe, if put in Execution, would render | 

| 5 Smuggling | 


Smuggling 
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ſo hazardous, that it could not prevail to ſuch an Extent as to affe& 


the Rvenue or general Intereſts of the Country. 


13.—Can it be aſcertained, to a practicable Degree of Accuracy, what 
Form and Capacity of a Still, and of the Head and other Parts of the diſtil- 
ling Apparatus, and made of what Metal and Thickneſs, and ereQed with 
| what Materials, and in what Manner (particularly in Regard to the De- 
gree of the Angle which the Pipe or Horn ſhall form with the Head) 
will produce the greateſt Quantity, in proportion to the Capacity, of 
. wholeſome Spirits, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, diſtilled from the 
beſt Grain, and the beſt Proportion of that Grain as to Quantity, and with 
the beſt Fuel, alſo employed in the beſt Proportion? 


14. Can the utmoſt Quantity of ſuch Spirits which ſuch Still and Appa- 
tus could yield, under ſuch Circumſtances, in T wenty-four Hours, and in 
a Year, be aſcertained ? , e nds oe 


1 . —If the Capacity of ſuch Stills were enlar | or diminiſhed, can 


the Degree of Diſadvantage be aſcertained (in reſpect of the Quantity of 


Spirits equally ſtrong and wholeſome to be procured in the ſame Time) 


which would be incurred (the other Circumſtances above-mentioned 


remaining the ſame) according to the Amount of ſuch Increaſe or Di. 


minution of Capacity; for Example, ſuppoſing the moſt productive 
Capacity to be Forty Gallons, can the Diſadvantage, in reſpe& of Quan- 


tity, be aſcertained, which would be incurred by uſing Two Stills of 


. Twenty Gallons each, inſtead of One of Forty Gallons, or in uſing One 


of Eighty Gallons, inſtead of Two of Forty Gallons each? 
16. Can the Degree of Difference be aſcertained, which there would 
be in the Quantity of fuch Spirits produced in a given Time, under Cir- 
cumſtances alike in all other Reſpects, from good Grain and inferior Grain, 
ſuch Grain in both Caſes being wholly maited ; ſpecifying the Grounds 
of Diſtinction between what is generally underſtood by grod and inferior 
Grain? 1 5 3 
1 17. The ſame Queſtion, in Caſes where Malt and Raw Grain are uſed | 
in equal Proportions? „ a et | 
18, What is the Difference, in point of the Quantity and Wholeſomeneſs 
of Spirits, between the Uſe of Grain of the ſame Quality when malted, and 
when half malted and half raw? 8 | 8 


109.— The ſame Queſtion with N- 13, ſuppoſing Scotch Coal to be the 
Fuel uſed? OT» fs. 


20, — The ſame, if Newcaſtle Coal? 
21, The ſame, if Peat? EH 
Thefe can only be anſwered properly from Experiments fairly and accurately 


made, which 1 have never had Opportunity or Inclination to make, only as to 
| the 18th Queſtion. Though from my own Knowledge cannot ſay what Difference 
there would be in the Quantity of Spirits produced from Malt, or a Mixture of 
Malt and Raw Grain, I can decidedly ſay, that there is no Difference in reſpect 
to the Wholeſomeneſs of the Spirit prodyced; and the Uſe of Raw Grain in 
Diſtillation is of ſuch material Conſequence to the agricultural Intereſts of the 
Country, that every Encouragement ought to be given to the Practice. Grain 


0 


1 * 


ſtemmed 


ſtemmed in the Field, or heated in the Stack, or Barn, or on Stipboard, is en- 
tirely unfit for malting, cannot be manufactured into Pot Barley, for it will not 
diſſolve by boiling, and Meal made of it is very unpleaſant when made into 
Bread, ſo that it is only fit for Diſtillation, and that in its unmalted State. The 
Farmer, the Landlord, and the Country in general, where the Climate is variable, 
and Grain is often much damaged, would feel a very heavy Loſs if any Diſ- 
couragements were put in the Way of the Uſe of Raw Grain for Diſtillation. 
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22.— What are the Reaſons to be aſſigned for and againſt carrying 
on the Diſtilleries, in any and what Reſpect, on Sundays? 

1 conſider the Inſtitution of the Sunday, in a political, moral, and religious 
Point of View, as highly beneficial to Society, and the Obligations to obſerve it 
facredly ought not to be violated. I am not competent to judge of what another 
Man may think a Neceſſity ſufficient to authorize him to continue his Works 


un 


upon that Day, but it was always my Wiſh that the Diſtillers had not thought 


themſelves under that Neceſſity; and it was my Opinion that the Neceſſity was 

not ſufficiently ſtrong to authorize thein, and I would reckon it of fingular Be- 

nefit to Great Britain; if the ſame Ideas pervaded every Corner and Department 

in the Community. „% oy „ àd„ ng WO 
„ Frederick Maclagan, 


\ 


Appendix, N* 14. 


ANSWERS to certain QUESTIONS ſubmitted to Mr. WILLIAM. 
HTS LO P, late Diſtilſer at Dumfries, reſpeAing the Scotch Diſtillery, 


Tx Four firſt Queſtions can be beſt anſwered by the Exciſe. 


5. Can any pratticably accurate Method be deviſed, of aſcertaining and 
ſecuring the Spirits made and fold for Conſumption, to be of as whoi/ohe 
a Quality as is compatible with the Nature of ſuch a Liquor diſtilled at the 
Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, from the different Sorts 
of Grain, malted or raw, uſed for that Purpoſe in Scotland? 


A very pleaſant Spirit may be made from a Mixture of Malt and Barley, equally 
Palatable and wholeſome as when diſtilled from Malt alone, provided the Grain is 
freſh and ſound. 1 5 J 8 


6. — What has been the Average Retail Price of Scotch Spirits, Glaſs 
Proof, during the laſt Six Months, in Edinburgh, Glaſgow, Aberdeen, and 
Inverneſs, reſpectively ?_ „ . N 

At Edinburgh and Glaſgow the Prices have been from 4 5. to 45s. 64. to 5 5. 
and to 5 f. 6 d. per Gallon, Glaſs Proof, This Difference of Price has been owing - 
to Two Cauſes; Firſt, to a Preference given by ſome of the Conſumers to Spirits 


made from Malt only, upon the Suppoſition that it is more wholeſome and of a 


better Flavour; Secondly, to the Spirit being ſometimes reduced much below 
Proof by a Mixture of the Oils of Vitriol and Almonds, which gives the Ap- 
| Pearance of Proof, whereby the Conſumer is deceived as to the Strength. 


7. What 
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1. What is the higheſt Price per Gallon, at which wholeſome Spirits, 
Ode to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be fold for Conſumption in 
Scotland, without the Hazard of Competition by illegal Practices at 
... Home, or Importation from the Continent, or from Ireland ? 


8. How much of that Price per Gallon can the Manufacturer afford to 
pay as Duty to Government, leaving him a fair and ample Profit, calcu- 
iated according to the Average Price of Grain, Fuel, Labour, and other 
Charges, during the laſt Ten Years; ſpecifying the particular Grounds of 
ſuch Calculation? | | | 


It is difficult to anſwer this Queſtion, as much depends on the Skill of the 
Manufacturer, the Prices of the Materials from which the Diſtillation is made, 
the Situation of the Diſtillery, the Amount of Wages, &c. However, founding my 
Opinion on an Average of the Prices of Materials and Wages in the moſt Southern 
Part of Scotland, for the laſt Ten Years, and that Two Gallons of Spirits may 
be obtained from a, Wincheſter Buſhel of Malt and Barley (the Barley weighing 
494 lb. per Buſhel, and the Malt made of the fame Barley) I am of Opinion, that 
the prime Coſt of the Materials will be 2 5. 6 d. per Gallon, that the Profit to the 
Manufacturer ought to be 1 5. per Gallon, and that the Reſidue of the Price, viz. 
26. 69. might fafely be claimed by the Public as a Revenue. : 


9.— What may it be expected that the Annual Produce of ſuch Duties 
would amount to, calculated upon the beſt Opinion that you can form of 
the Population and Confumption of the Country? 


From the beſt Calculations I have been. able to make, I think that, on a general 
Average, the Duty collected on the Diſtillery in the Year immediately preceding 
the 10th October 1797, was at the Rate of 1 5. per Gallon; and as it appears that 
the Diſtillery produced a Revenue of /. 209,000, in the Lowlands in that Time, 
the Produce at 25. 6 d. per Gallon would be JL. 522,500 ; but as the Quantity 
diſtilled in the above Time probably exceeded the Demand or Conſumption, and 
which I am of Opinion it did, I therefore deduct C. 122,500, which leaves a Sum 
of C. 400,000, which, in my Judgment, might. be the Revenue obtained if fairly 

collected in the Lowland Diſtrict, * „ V 


10. — What will be the beſt Method of impoſing and collecting that 

Duty, ſo as to guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, and incur the leaſt Ex- 

pence in proportion to the Amount of its Produce; and in particular, will 

it be better, under all the Circumſtances of the Country, to adhere to the 

ee 1 Licence, or to reſort to the former, or any other Method of 
ut vey 5 


The Anſwer to this Queſtion is involved in many Difficulties, an Explanation 
of which would lead to a very long Detail. Upon the Whole I am of Opinion, 
that, under all Circumſtances, of the thin Population of the Country, the great 
Difference of Weight of Grain in different Places, the Syſtem of Licences is likely 
to produce the greateſt Nett Revenue, provided a Survey to a certain Extent is at- 
cached thereto, and alſo provided the Still, Still Head, Worm, and Building, are 
all put on a ſimilar Principle or Conſtrution, — a 


: 11,- Qught 


11-—Ovght there to be any Difference as to the Quantity: or. Mode of 


impoſing and collecting the Duty in the different Parts of Scotland, on 


Account of the Difference of the Quality of the Grain produced, of the 


Feoel found in thoſe different Parts, and of other eee and if i 


there ought, what ſnould that Differenee be? 


If Means can be devifed, by which the Average Quality of Grain v can ee 
tained, a Diſtinction ought certainly to be made as to the Rate of Duty. The 
Average Weight of Grain in any given Diſtrict might be aſcertained, and the 
Weights or Quality of Grain, brought Coaſtwiſe, might likewiſe be known, but 
this latter Circumſtance would lead Government to a conſiderable Expence, and 


tend to embarraſs the Coaſting Trade. How far the Improvement of the Revenue 


under ſuch Regulations would warrant the Expence, 1 am not qualified to offer an 
Opinion. The Quality and Price of Coal, and other Circumſtances attending the 
Situation of Diſtilleries, might be all aſcertained, ſo as to i the Hille ener 
a of Duty. | 


22.—What have been « Thecks which the Legiſlature” has 898 4 at 
different Times to prevent fraudulent Evaſion of the Duty on Spirits, 
-which of thoſe have been moſt efficient; and what others can be * 
which are likely to be of Advantage to the Revenue? 


This Queſtion will be beſt anſwered by the Officers of the Revore,; ber in 


general J apprehend the Exciſe ought to take an Account of the Stock of OS: 


.and no. Removal to be made but by TIRE Reit 


" 123. an! it be nnn to a priicible Degree of Accuracy, what 
the Head and other Parts of the diſ- 
tilling Apparatus, and made of what Metal and Thickneſs, and erected 


Form and Capacity of a Still, and o 


with what Materials, and in what Manner (particularly in regard to the 
Degree of the Angle which the Pipe or Horn ſhall form with the Head) 


vill produce the greateſt Quantity, in proportion to the Capacity, of whole- _ 
ſome Spirits, One to mags Hydrometer Proof, diſtilled from the beſt 


Grain, and the beſt Proportion of that Grain as to Quantity, and Linas the 
beſt Fuel, alſo employed in the beſt Proportion ? | 


This Queſtion i is apfrered by my Evidence before The ane, 


; 13 8 the utmoſt l of ſuch Spirits' which ſuch Still ani Ap- 
paratus could yield, under ſuch enen, in ee Hours, and 
in a Year, be aſcertained ? | | 


This is alſo anſwered by my Evidence, in ſo fax as I know and can a underſtand 
from Authority ſuch as I can depend upon. 


3 


15.— If the Capacity of ſuch Stills were enlarged or diminiſlied, can the 
Degree of Diſadvantage be aſcertained (in. reſpect of the Quantity of 


Spirits equally ſtrong and wholeſome to be procured in the ſame Time) 


which would be _— (the other Circumflances above · mentioned re- 


maining the ſame) according to the Amount of ſuch Increaſe or Diminu- 


tion of Capacity; for Example, ſuppoſing the moſt productive Capacity 
to be Forty Gallons, can the Diſadvantage, in reſpect of Quantity, be aſ- 
certained, which would be incurred by uſing” Two s till of T CONE Gallons 

oi CS hore 7 no dil alles 2605 2 00T 
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|  exch, intesd of One of Fory Gillons rin uſing oe of Eighty Gallon 
inſtead of Two of Forty Gallons each? —- r 


According to the preſent Conſtruction and Mode of working Stills, there is a 
greater Advantage in uſing One Still of Eighty Gallons than Two of Forty Gal- 
fo &c. for it will require nearly double the Number of Hands to attend the Two 
of Forty. Gallons than the One of Eighty Gallons, and the Jatter will produce the 
; ame Quantity. of Spirits in a given Time. Es 


16. Can the Degree of Difference be aſcertained, which there would 
be in the Quantity of ſuch Spirits produced in a given Time, under Cir. 
. cutnſtances alike in all other Reſpects, from good Grain and infericy Grain, 
ſuch Grain in both Caſes being wholly malted ; ſpecifying the Grounds of 

Diſtinction between what is generally underſtood by good and inferior 
Grain? | 


"There is a very great Difference in the Quantity of Spirits to be produced in 
aa given Time from good Grain and infetior Grain both malted, that Difference 
depending on the particular Weights of theſe Grains before malted. I know that 
a Buſhel of fine Grain of Fifty- one Pounds or Fifty-two Pounds, will produce 10, 
20, and 3o per Cent. more than the ſame Weight of inferior Grain equally ſound, 
+ which latter would not weigh more than Forty-five Pounds or .Forty-ſix Pounds 
rw... bore 
Good Grain is any Thing above Average Weight, found and ſweet; inferior 
Grain is below the Average, and if it has grher Faults it is not fit for malting. 


4 * 


1 £ FCC. 1 E 5 7 R . ; 4% TY 8 — Cy » 
1ꝙ7.— The ſame N in Caſes where Malt and Rate Grain are uſed 
in equal Proportions? _ „ | 


The laſt Anſwer applies exactly to this Queſtion, excepting that when inferior 


Grain is uſed, there will be a greater Quantity of Waſh of a weaker Quality, on 


account of the great additional Quantity of Huſks, which, when working againſt 
Time, will increaſe the Duty 10, 20, or 30 per Cent. according to the particular 
Weight of the inferior Grain. * | 10 


: 1$:=What is the Difference; in point of the Quantity and Wholeſome- 
neſs of Spirits, between the Uſe of Grain of the ſame Quality when malted, 
and when half malted and half raw? 


This Queſtion is anſwered in point of Wholeſomeneſs; in point of Produce 
there will be more got from the Mixture if the Malt has not been too far 


AR ſame Queſtion with N' 13, ſuppoſing Scotch Coal to be the 
PFue uſed ? : 8 | 


_ Suppoſing Scotch Coal to be uſed in the Caſe of 'N* 13. the Difference may 


be 5 per Cent. in point of Duty againſt the Diſtiller, 


20.— The ſame, if Newcaſtle: Coal? 
2.— The fame, if Peat? 
I never uſed either Newcaſtle Coal or Peat. 


EY *g 


— 


* — % 


22.— What are the Reaſons to 1 1 for « and again caring on on 
the Diſtilleries, in any and what Reſpect, on Sundays? 


1 do not know of ny Reaſon BY ney 6 ſhould not be. ft e on Sunday 


Fs 


ANSWERS o de ADDI TIONAL QUESTIONS. 


1.—Can you . from your Experience or Obſervation, whether Spirits, 
diſtilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of Strength, are 
more #nwholeſeme if they have been diſtilled very rapidly and with a very 
Arong Fire, than when diſtilled fowly and with a gentle Heat ? 5 


Spirits muſt be of ſuperior Quality when diſtilled ſlowly, and I think more 
wholeſome. 


2. —If the Diſtillation is cnc. Kill in . Relpetts; i is it the 
Effect of a rapid Diſtillation by a froug Heat to occaſion a fery Taſte, or 
. peculiar and diſagreeable Flavour in the Spirits, to a greater Degree than 
-when the Diſtillation is performed fowly and with a gentle Heat? 


1 think rapid Dilliſacion is hurtful i in every Raped. 


| 3.—What j 1s ſuch fiery and difagreeable Flavour in 1 0 occaſioned 
by? Does it ariſe from a Combination of eſſential Oil or other offenſive 
1 coming over r Vith the Spirits, or Tart LOT other and. what 
auſe.? 


Partly from the e-Oil, n from i: running, and very much oak the Ma- | 
/terials. 


| 4-—Are you acquainted with the I ngredients or r Proceſſes, laid to be 
employed by ſome Hillers to remove or diminiſh ſuch unpalatable Fla- 
vour, or to communicate ſome favourite Taſte? If you are, do you 
know in what Manner thoſe Ingredients, or Proceſſes, operate in pro- 
ducing thoſe Effects? Does the Uſe of them, or of any and which of 
them, in the neceſſary Quantity. or Degree, render the Spirits /e/s whole- 
ſome? If it does, do you know any ready and ealy Meſtde of Detection 
when they have been employed? 


Such Ingredients are uſed by ſome, but to what Extent I know not, and I 
think very unwholeſome, I know of no ready Method of 6 8 cans but by Taſte 
and Smell, and in ſome Caſes by the e 8 7 


5,—Can you ſay, from your Eyperience whe Odo) arbather a 
Spirit of the ſame. Streath, and diſtilled from the ſame Materials, is 
leſs umwholeſome, when the Wort and Waſh made from ſuch Marerials is 
weak and diluted by the Uſe of a great Proportion of Water in faxgming 
«the e when ſuch Wort and Waſh are made ſtronger and more 

concentrated, 
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. concentrated, by the Proportion of Water uſed in the Formation of the 
Wort being much leſs ? J !. 


I can ſay from Experience, that the weaker and more diluted the Worts, the 
Spirit the finer and more wholeſome, provided it is made from good Ma- 
(terials, Es | 


6.—Can more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given Quantity 
of Materials, and a Waſh of a given Strength, by a ſow than by a quick 
Diſtillation, or vice verſa? 


I. think, by a Now Diſtillation, more Spirits will be got of a greater Strength. 


5. 7,—Can more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given Quan- 
tity of Materials, by making the Wort diluted and veat, than by making 
it Prong and concentrated, or vice verſa ? e a Wore AI 


The weaker the Wort is made, the Grains ought to be the better cleanſed, of 
cout ſe the greater Produce is got. ls 65D. con ns 


8.—Can-you ſtate what is the greateſt Quantity of Spirits which can 
be obtained from a given Weight of ſound healthy Grain.? 
Anſwered in my Evidence. 6 155 3 


9.— f all che farinaceous, ſaccharine, or fermentable Part of the Grain, 

or other Materials, could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains 

or Refiduum be of any Value as Food for Animals; and is not the nu- 
tritious Quality of ſuch Ręſiduum entirely, or very much, in proportion 

to the Quantity of ſuch farinaceous or faccharine Matter, which till re- 

mains in the Grains or Refiduum, after the Waſh is drawn off? 
If every Thing could be extracted except the Grains, I think the Reſiduum muſt 
be of Uſe. in feeding. - 3 „* 
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10. What are the Advantages or Diſadvantages in the Quality and 
Quantity of Spirits, and in Quickneſs of Operation, from uſing Malt alone, 
3 wy. roportion. of Raw Grain.mixed with Malt, to form the Wort and 


_ Anſwered. 


11. can aWort and Waſh be formed, and a Spirit diſtiiled, from Raw 
Grain alone, without any Mixture of Malt? 5 
It is not done that I Kno. of, but I have no Doubt that it may be done. 


12,—It has been ſtated, that ſome of the Manufacturers of Cin in Hol- 


! 4 i land, ferment their Yaſs on the Grain, without ſeparating them; and that, 
1 | +... after the Fermentation, they put the mixed Maſs of Waſh and Grains into 
—_ 8 the Still together; have you any Knowledge of this Practice, and can 
Þ# 7. you ſtate the Advantages or Diſadvantages attending it? 

15 5 This Queſtion does not come within the Knowledge of my Practice. 
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13. Can you aſcertain what Form and Capacity of Still, and Form, 
Capacity, and Conſtruction of Fire- place, will require the leaſt, and what 
the greateſt Space of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in proportion 
to the Quantity of Waſh, or Low Wines, put into it; all other Cir- 

cumſtances, as Qualiiy of Materials, Strength of Waſh, Fuel, Degree of 
Heat, &c. being, in both Caſes equal, and the moſ# favourable to quick 
Diſtillaliunmnn e l 
The Form and Capacity of a Still for quick Diſtillation has already been 
| deſcribed, the Body of which is ſurrounded with Flame; and the Still that will 
take the greateſt Time to boil and run off muſt have but a ſmall Part of its 
Body expoſed to the Flame, e N 0 


14.— Can you ſuggeſt any pradticable Check to prevent a too rapid 


Diſtillation, except by confining the Diſtiller to the Uſe of ſuch a. Still 
in Form and Capacity, and ſuch a Fire-place alſo in Form, Capacity, 
and Conſtruction, as ſhall be found to be leaſt favourable to ſuch rapid 
_ Diſtillation ? | „ e 5 


It can only be done by confining the Still, Head and Worm Furnace, 


Vents, &c. &c. 


15.—Can you aſcertain the Difference in the Time neceſſary to diſ- 
charge a Still of the Form and Capacity, and uſed with a Fire- place alto 
of the Form, Conſtruction, and Capacity, leaſt favourable to rapid Diſ- 
tillation, and that neceſſary to diſcharge a Still of the fame Capacity, but 
.of the Form moſt favourable to rapid Diſtillation, and uſed with a Fire- 
place of the Capacity, Form, and Conſtruction moſt favourable to rapid 
Diſtillation ; the Quantity, Quality, and Strength of the Charge, and of 
the Fuel, being the ſame in both Caſes? a rd 


The Form and Capacity of a Still leaſt favourable to rapid Diſtillation muſt 
depend on Experiment. I have uſed a Still of Fifty Gallons in the Body that 
could not be run off in leſs than an Hour and an Half; which Still was as 
deep as its wideft Diameter, and confined in the Head, Worm, Vents, Furnace, 
&c. and a Still of the ſame Capacity may be made to take a much longer 


16.—I[t has been ſuggeſted, that the Proceſs of Diſtillation may be 


greatly accelerated by uſing the Air Pump to exhauſt the atmoſpheric 


Air which remains in the Still after it is charged ; can you give the Com- 


_ mittee any Information on this Subject, or ſtare, with any Degree of 


Accuracy, to what-Extent ſuch a Practice would, ceteris paribus, acce- 
lerate Diſtillation, and whether it would have any Effect in improving 
the Quality of the Spirits, or vice verſa? 


I have had no Experience to enable me to anſwer this Queſtion. 


17. Do you know of any Ingredient, or Proceſs, the Uſe of which can 
be diſguiſed, which will prevent the Hydrometer from aſcertaining the 
Strength of the Spirit; and if you do, can you ſuggeſt any eaſy and ready 

Method of Detection? - Sa ip e er le Nr ee 
Anſwered by N* 4, 
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165 .— Is the preſent Mode of aſcertaining the Strength of Spirits by the 
Marometer employed by: the Officers of Exciſe for that Purpoſe, ſufficiently 
certain and accurate; or do you know of any other Mode more accurate 
and certain; and if you do, ſtate the Reaſons which occur to you for or 
againſt the Subſtitution of ſuch Mode for that now in Uſe? | 


I know a Hydrometer that I think much better than the One uſed by the Ex- 
ciſe, as it has fewer Weights, and confequently leſs complicated, and not ſo apt to 


get wrong, and is generally uſed by the Engliſh Diſtillers, 


wt * — 


Appendix, Ne 15. 


ANSWERS to certain Queſtions ſubmitted to SAMUEL PAYNE, Eſquire, 
. Dittiller, at Vauxhall, 
And HENRY WAYMOUTH, Junior, Eſquire, Diſtiller, at Batterſea, 
e Reſpecting the Scotch Diſtillery. 


1-W HAT was the Mode of impoſing, and the Proportion of, the 
Duty on Spirits diſtilled in Scotland, in the Ten Years pre- 
vious to 1786, when the Licence Syſtem was adopted? 


|  2.—What was the Amount of Duty. collected in each of thoſe Years re- 
valet” P50 ö + ol | 


Anſwered in the Account marked (A.) 


3.— What has been the Mode of impoſing, and the Proportion of, the 
Duty, in each reſpective Year, from 1786 incluſive, to the preſent Time; 
F. NNg the different Modes and Proportions in the different 


The Mode of impoling the Duty, by Licence on the Still. 


4.— What has been the Amount of the Duty collected in each of thoſe 


ears reſpectively; diſtinguiſhing ſeparately ſuch Amount as was collected 
in the ſame Years in the different Diſtricts ? | 


Unknown in England. 


 7,—What is the higheſt Price per Gallon, at which wholeſome Spirits, 

One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, may be fold for . Conſumption in 

Scotland, without the Hazard of Competition by illegal Practices at 
Home, or Importation from the. Continent, or from Ireland ? | 


Very low indeed, to, prevent internal Fraud and Foreign Smuggling. 


10.— What will be the beſt Method of impoſing and collecting that 

Duty, ſo as to guard againſt Fraud and Evaſion, and incur, the leaſt Ex- 

pence in proportion to the Amount of its Produce ; and in particular, will 
F ; 5 5 | : : | it 


n 5 


80 O TCH DIST ILL ERY. Appendix, N15. 2 
it be better, under ab che Circumſtances of the Country, to adhere to the 


Survey? 
The beſt Method of impoſing will be by a very low Licence Duty. 


Form and Capacity of a Still, and o he Head and other Parts of the diſtil- 
ling Apparatus, and made of what Metal and Thickneſs, and erected with 
what Materials, and in what Manner (particularly in Regard to the De- 
gree of the Angle which the Pipe or Horn ſhall form with the Head) 
vill produce the greateſt Quantity, in proportion to the Capacity, of 
. wholefome Spirits, One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof, tile from the 


the beſt Fuel, alſo employed in the beſt Proportion? 


. may be obtained. 


1 the vitiot ui of ck Spirits which ſuch Still and Ap- 
paratus could yield, under fuch . in e 1 and 
in a Year, be aſcertained? 


_ Impoſſible to be. aſcertained. 
15 be the Capacity of woch Stills were 1 or diminiſhed, can 


Spirits equally ſtrong and wholeſome to be procured in the ſame Time) 
which would be incurred (the other Circumſtances above-mentioned re- 
maining the ſame) aceording to the Amount of ſuch Increaſe or Diminu- 
tion of Capacity: For Example, Suppoſing the eh productive Capacity 
to be Forty Gallons, can the Diſadvantage, in re 

aſcertained, ich would be incurred by uſing Two al of Twenty Gal- 
ons cach,. inſtead of One of. Forty Gallons, or of One of Eight Gal- 
 lons, inſtead of Two of Forty Gallons each? 


The en in the > Capacity of Still. can _ relate t to Time. . 


"06, Co the Degree of Dinireocs be alfertaiacd Fuck there would 
be in the Quantity of ſuch Spirits produced in a iven Time, under Cir- 
cumſtanees alike in all other Reſpects, from good raja * inferior Grain, 
ſuch Grain in both Caſes being wholly malte wk T5 hing hi Grounds 
of Diſtinction between what is generally unde by goo 
Grain? 


No; but at a low Duty inferior Grain may alyays be uſed. 
18. — What is the Difference; i in int of the Quantity and Whole ſome- 


and when half malted and half raw? 
No Difference as to the Wholeſomeneſs of the Spirits 


Syſtem of Licence, or to reſort to the former, or any Uther Method of | 


13. — Cap ie be aſcertained, to a proticeble Degree of Accuracy, what 


beſt Grain, and the beſt Proportion of that Grain as to as and with 


The Form of the Still can make no Difference in the Quantity of Spirit to be 
drawn from any Quantity of Waſh;. but very much as to the Time in which that 


the Degree of Diſadvantage be aſcertained (in reſpect of the Quantity of 


ct of Quantity, be 


and inferior 


: neſs of Spirits, between the Uſe of Grain of the ſame Qualit when malted, 


22.— What 


„ 
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- | 22,--What are the Reaſons to be aſſigned for and againſt carrying on 
the Diſtilleries, in any and what Reſpect, on Sundays? 


There can be little Neceſſity for carrying on the Diſtilleries on Sundays. 


Wenn — 


' ANSWERS to the ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS. 


I. CAN you ſay, from your Experience or Obſervation, whether Spirits, 
_ diſtilled from the ſame Materials, and to the ſame Degree of Strength, are 
aug e 4 if they have been diſtilled very rapidly and with a very 
Arong Fire, than when diſtilled fowly and with a gentle Heat? 


| No. 


2-—If the Diſtillation is conducted ſkilfully-in other Reſpects, is it the 

Effect of a rapid Diſtillation by a froug Heat to occaſion a fiery Taſte, or 

peculiar and diſagrecable Flavour in the Spirits, to a greater Degree than 
when the Diſtillation is performed /owwly and with a gentle Heat? | 


| 4.—What is ſuch fiery and diſagreeable Flavour in Spirits occaſioned 

by Does it ariſe from a Combination of eſſential Oil, or other offen- 
five Matters coming over with the Spirits, or from any other and what 
Cauſe ? 1 5 | „„ 8 


4. Are you acquainted with the Ingredients, or Proceſſes, ſaid to be 
employed by ſome Diſtillers to remove or diminiſh ſuch unpalatable Fla- 
your, or to communicate ſome favourite Taſte? If you are, do you know 

in what Manner thoſe Ingredients, or Proceſſes, operate in producing thoſe 
Effects? Does the Uſe of them, or of any and which of them, in the ne- 
ceſſary Quantity or Degree, render the Spirits 4% wholeſome ? If it does, 

do you know any ready and eaſy Method of Detection when they have 
been employed ? a ; 


Can be anſwered only by Rectifiers. 


5. Can you ſay, from your Experience and Ober vation, whether a Spirit 
of the ſame Strength, and diſtilled from the ſame Materials, is 4% unwhole- 
ſome, when the Wort and Waſh made from ſuch Materials is weak, and 

diluted by the Uſe of a great Proportion of Water in forming the Wort, 

than when ſuch Wort and Waſh are made ſtronger and more concentrated, 
by 1 of Water uſed in the Formation of the Wort being 
much leſs c | 


Neither more or leſs wholeſome. 


* 


6.—Can more Spirits, equally ſtrong, be extracted from a given Quan- | 
tity of Materials, and a Waſh of a given Strength, by a ov than by a 
_- quick Diſtillation, or vice verſa? e 


No. 


cen more Hui, equally long. be excrated from a given Quantity 
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'..__ ſtrong and commirated, or vice verſa? 
Rather more from the Welker Wort. 


n 


9.—Can you ſtate what is the greateſt Qu Quantity 4 oi 8 pirits which can be 


obtained from a given Weight of Sound healthy rain! 2 
No. 


2 — 5 all the est cabins, or + e Pare 00 the Grain, 
or other Materials, could be extracted in the Waſh, would the Grains or 


Refiduum be of any Value as Food for Animals; and i is not the nutritious 


Quvality of ſuch Refidinm entirely, or very much, in Proportion to the 
Quantity of ſuch farinaceous or iechiaritie Natter, which. ſtill remains in 
the Grains or Reſiduum, after the Waſh is drawn olf? 


The Reſiduum in all Caſes is valuable but in proportion to . Eiidzesous 
Part 22 in it. 


8 a * and Waſh 0 ene 1 „ re ame from 


| Raw Grain alone, without * Mixture of 1 18 
N ot eee Eh 


I 1 VS been 1d that ſome 4 the Manufatturers of Gin in \ Hol. 


land, ferment their Waſh on the Grain, without ſe arating, them ; and that, 
Waſh, and Grains 


after the Fermentation, they put the mixed aſs” 
into the Still together: Have you any Knowledge of this Fe and 
75 0 ents ſtade' the” pra way, 2 e rad it? 3 


. 
3 Ei 
No. | | 
o c * 1 
# Ly . 7 1 1 7 8 

© 3 * 7 £ N 7 * F I $ «A # 8 * 

* « a , 9 0 ; 8 7 4 } * , . 4 7 4 Sk 4 n 5 v3 $7 #8", XS 1 i e r s 

9 bt SIE * 1 ; , a 4 4 7 s 3-+ 4 » 4 £2 

; „ OST RIGS F = 


I'F 2 7 


5 


8 5 3 you aſcertain what view and "dw of 8b, 5 Vo,” 


Wir and Conſtruction of Fire- place, will require the leaſt, and what 
the greateſt Space of Time to the Diſcharge of ſuch Still, in proportion 
to the Quantity of Waſh, or Low Wines, put into it; all other Circum- 
ſtances, as Quality of Materials, Strengh of Waſh, Fuel, Degree of Heat, &c. 
being, in both Caſes equal, and the. moſt favourable to quick Diſtillation ? 


The greater the Surface of the Waſh the quicker will the Operation be Pon 


formed, 


14.— —Can you ſuggelt any practicable Check to prevent a 700 rapid Di/- 
rillation, except by confining the Diſtiller to the Uſe of ſuch a Still in 
Form and Capacity, and ſuch a Fire-place alſo in Form, Capacity, and 
Conſtruction, as ſhall be found to be leaſt favourable to ſuch __ Diſtil- 
lation? 


* regulating the Diameter of the Still in Proportion to ãts Contents. 


3 —Can you aſcertain the Difference in the Time neceſſary to diſ- 
charge a Still of the Form and Capacity, and uſed with a Fire- place alſo 
of the Form, Conſtruction, and Capacity, leaſt favourable to rapid Diſ- 


40 


of Materials, by making the Wort Laue and weak, than "Tr * it 


„ 
— 
>; x Ve . 
1 


itillation, and that neceſſary to diſcharge a Still of the ſame Capacity, * 


— 


— — 2 -- 


—— 


8 | 
2 
b 
| 
4 
| 
1 


— ꝓ—2— —— BE —ů— — ———— ——W—— A btn rent — . . , SO i I RI es 9s > 
— — —— — - — — — 
— 


— — or — 


— — .eñ —¾. 


. — ——— j . _ 


a 4 Fa eee 


ET 


, ie na ons np > 7 nn gn 


— rt; 


IS Ho ù— — —0—ẽ —p — — — —-— — ——̃ —- — xx — ⏑fꝗSæS I —⁰—¹mm OI TAY I ns 


——— 


e . a EE EN ONG EIDI 
4: 4 
— tes - = Mr — 89 


—ͤ—ñ—2— — 


—— — —- —— 


e M 
q K — — 2 — 


—ä—— 


—— — ——V —ę— 


——ͤ— äĩ— dſ — — 


—— 2 r Art» ar a cc 
CO — — — — 


F panics Ming nets. OG RC OI ery een. 8 — 
£ „ [EE N N —— e ah we; E ft * 7 2 * 
| Pr” 8 A — IS KL 7 1 * 


r . 
TY is „ * . - 
> i K 


8 1 EO ES 
— — o „ 
* 


A DR > ies 
; 3 "RI 
n — 


n 


— 3 . - 


by Mhz Ht ——_ Ar 


— N 
+ V 1 
A AY 


TIS 22 n Dae e 80 . F - — 
- » ha IS 1 _ Sn. — — 
e ee 


. . 
.. = — — — 
* c CY 5 
— WAY i | * 
4 6 K 2 


8 
1 


— Nr 


r 


—— — x — ů * 2214 3 — 
arts t 8 * % PR Pg — 
i 8 1 ms 5 = 7 


— 9 2: 
* ” 4 7 k th 7 K > . A 1 by ” T * 
2 n * 2 * — FAVS os \ DO — 4 RS c - Wt 2 2 2 >, at 2 
5 « = — cans 1 =” - - 15 4 - — hk Is - his ue — Fe * of Beal 3 5 
A —_— > > . x — a oo * — — 3. — * —_ R Pe — — ay 
” 8 Pre ft < * "3 7 2 = * 3 8 IF; v 1 2 8 of 1 2 . 


„ » r 
— 


%% $COTCH DISTILLERY.—Appenidix, N' 15. 


2 . which increaſes the 15 8 88 Gravity . the Spun will produce this 


45 the Form moſt favourable. to- rapid Diſtillation, and uſed with a Fire- 
= of the Capacity, Form, and Conſtruction moſt favourable to rapid 


iſtillation; the Quantity, Quality, and Strength of the Charge, and of 
the Fuel, being EET both Caſes ? * 


The Time neceſſary to work off any Still muſt be in proportion to che Seeks 
of the Waſh en in it. 


16.— lt has been fugg geſted, that the Proceſs of Diſtillation may be preatly 
accelerated by uſing the Air Pump, to exhauſt the atmoſpheric Air which 
remains in the Still after it is charged: Can you give the Committee any 
Information on this Subject, or Nate, with any Degree of Accuracy, to 
what Extent ſuch a Practice would, ceteris paribus, accelerate Diſtillation, 
and whether it would have ** Effect in improving the Quay of the 
Spirits, or vice verſa ? 


| Reflgament wakngwn in Fogland, . 55 Ys 


17. Do you know. of any Ingredient, or Proceſs, the Uſe of which can 
be diſguiſed; which will prevent the Hydrometer from aſcertaining the 
Strength of the Spirit; and if you do, can you ſuggeſt 5 wy and rd 
' Method of Detection ? 


18,-1s the preſent Mode of 8 the 3 of Spirits br the 
 Fharometer employed by the Officers of Exciſe for that Purgoſe, ſufficiently 
certain and accurate; or do you know of any other Mode more accurate 
and certain; and if you do, ſtate the . which occur to you for or 
againſt the Subſtitution of ſuch Mode for that now in Uſe? 


7 he {nom Ge Mode Tuilkieptly accurate. 


E N 
. W. PR, a 
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From 5th July to iſt November | 


iſt November 1784 to 22d February 1786 | 1786 n 5 wn 1 2 ES 


SCOTCH D187; 
= 


An ACCOUNT of the REVENUE ariſing from the Diſtillery in Scotland, flo 
1786:—Alfo an Account of the Quantity of BRITISH SPIRITS made in 8. 
1784:—Alſfo an Account of the Quantity of YEST ſent from England to Scotland 

BARLEY imported into Scotland from 1770 to 1785, diſtinguiſhing the Quantity 


A 


Quantity of 
British Spirits 
| made in 

15 a : Scotland, at 10 

Corn Diſtillery. _ | Melaſſes Diſtillery, |per 100 Gallon; 
of Waſh, at Hy. | 

drometer Proof 


1 
f 


1764 | 4,739 16 10 154 14 
1765 | 4997 610 | 142 5 
1766 | 5,064 11. 3 a 70 5 
1767 4,930 — 7 | 186 17 
17686, 549 12 6 Nil. 
JJ ( 


aA Þ M a N. 


1770 | 6,516 10 — Nil. os 
J. 5.2 — 
, 142992] / 21060 2 Fo 
1773 | 6,796 5 11 555 
. 100 12 10 ms 
„ 509 2:4 30 60] 

| 1776 | 6,783 10 8 1-53 2] 
%%% 91 $$ 3 # — 
1778 9,453 13 9 Nil. $1,144 
1779 | 13,049 15 6 _ 110,124 
1780 | 23860 67 — 272,160 | [4 
1781 | 38,928 14 — — 274,580 

| 1782 48,423 10 10 — 330,120 


1783 | 36,124 17 6 | 352 17 3 | 243,412 
1784 | 48,027 17 10 | 49465 15 g | 359,352 
1784 | 20,182 18 2 —  _| 135,324 


3 3 N 


The Diſtillery in Scotland being exempted from the Duties laid by the 16th and 
per Gallon ; fince the 1ſt November 1784, the Duty has been the ſame in Scotland as 
Gallons of Waſh, the Amount of the Revenue in Scotland, in proportion to the Quantity . 
1783, for 208,800 Gallons of Yeſt, at 1's. 34. the Dutſ o 
%% 403,240 - - = * -. = - - Þ* SEA 

1785, for 376,160 — - D' - - = at 105. 54. 


3 5 * One Gallon of Veſt is ſuffi jent pf 
The Quantity of Spirits ſent to England is aſcertained by the equalizing D 


« 


) 
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$ of July 1763 to the 5th of July 1785, and from that Time to the 22d of February 


Duty on 25 * Gallons Waſh J. 


148,770, was only J. 36, 124. 
208,962, was only 48,027. 
— — — 195,916, was only 


ferment 25 Gallons of Wall. 
of 1134. in lieu of the Exemptions in the 16th and 24th 


93,701. 


of George II. 


4 


1 5 and the Quantity ſent to England, from the 5th of July 1777 to the iſt of November 
otlang ie sch of July 1780 to the Sth of July 1785: —Alſo an Account of the Quantity of 
Vantity | England from the Quantity imported from other Countries. „ 
5 — 
we fog tity le and more than ap- | tity in | | — 
12 be conſumed ods Fo re Yeſt ſent from Gallon, a the Quantity of Barley 70 We 
at 1 in Scotland, at and that at any| England to Kate of 80 Gal- from England im- ws C _ 
. M1 Hydrometer Strength they pleaſ- | lons to a Pun-| ad - | ot er Countries 
Ws Proof, |, till ſubſequent i porieds imported. 
at Hy :0 the 1ſt November es 5 : 
' Proof, 1784, 40 per Cent. 
. 4 ” 
| 
1s, Gallons, | Gallons, Puncheons, 8 Buſhels. Quarter. Buſhels. 
— — — — 5,136 1 12,695 1+ 
- _ — 4,292 — | 8,165 1 
„ — 85 3,526 4 478 5 
4 |] 7956 | 74,088 — 7,105 5 200 3 
o | [47,628 | 224,532 bh 8,270 3 — 
o | $36836 | 137,844 68,240-] 36655 5 ð 
o | P5544 | 72,576 | 18,5660 | $55,682 2 | 1,638 1 
2 | F4970 Nil. 208,800 | 97,578 7 | $7,039 
2 | $4609, | — 23 25 | 63,516 5 $9,453 2; 
4 | $45,700 — 110,376 _ > — 
2 = 376,160 | 64,284 7 | 3,546 4 
1 res = 
and fich of George II. the Duty on Corn Waſh, in the Years 1783 and 1784, was 64 e d. 
d a5 Þ England; viz. 5 d. per Gallon; and as One Gallon of Veſt is ſufficient to ferment 25 
nticy f Yelt uſed, ought to have been as follows: 


Rs ee a N ann 
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4 NSW1 E R 8 to certain G ſubmitted to 
Si Joi on- Dataruyus, Baronet, one of the Barons of the Exchequer 1 in Scotland, 
Sow pms > the Scotch Diſtillery. 


JHETHER win ſmall. or. large s Still 40 Buſineſs beſt F with the 
Reaſons for your Opinion? 


1 think 8 Stills of 40 Gallons each will Fe ore Buſineſs 5 in the fame Space 
of Time, and cheaper, than One Still of 200 Gallons. | 
The Power of a Still depends upon Three Things; the Depth of the Still, its 
Diameter, that is the Extent of its Surface, and the Force of the Coal, which 
laſt may be aſcertained in ſome Degree by a Regulator. With regard to the Firſt, 
if the Still be deep, the Vapour will have:Diſkculty to riſe up through a deep 
Column of the Liquid, and will require a ſtrong Degree of Heat to make it do ſo 
on the contrary, if the Liquid in the Still be ſhallow, the Vapour will come up 
with leſs Reſiſtance, and require a leſs Degree of Heat. Again, with regard to the 
Extent of the Surface, if it be large there will be the more Room for a large Quan- 
tity of Vapour to iſſue; if it be {mall there will be leſs Room for the Vapour to iſſue. 
 —Laftly, with regard to the Coal; there are Three Species of Coal in Scotland, 
© Great Coal, Middle Size, called Chews, and Small Coal, called Pan Wood, uſed at 
Salt Pans and Lime Works. The,common Price of. the Second is Two Thirds 
of the Firſt, and of the Pan Wood is One Third of the Firſt, A large Still requires 
the Firſt, a ſmall Still can be worked by the Firſt and Second mixed. Hence a 
large Still is worked with a dear Coal, but a ſmall one may be worked with a 5 
cheap one. Now if you will take Five 40 Gallon Stills, meaſure the Extent of Do 
their Depth and Diameter, and then meaſure the Depth and Diameter of the 
200 Gallon Sill, you will find a greater Meaſure of Shallowneſs and of Surface 
in the firſt than in the laſt, Hence I conclude that the Five 40 Gallon: Stills will, 
1 e ſame Space of Time, do more Work, and cheaper, chan t the: 200 Gallon 
The Difference between a large ard a ſmall Still is, that the one is in che Form 
of. a Tea Cup, whereas the other is in the Form of a Tea Saucer. The Engliſn 
Stills being large (I ſpeak of the Stills I ſaw when I was laſt in London Thee 
| Years ago) are in the firſt Form, and muſt neceſſarily be ſo, otherwiſe they would 
cover an intolerable Space, and therefore could not be worked. The Scotch Stills 
being ſmall are in the laſt Form, and for ſome Years paſt have, for very obvious 
Reaſons, been more and more converted into that Form. This is the real Reaſon, 
why the Scotch Stills do more Buſineſs than the Engliſh ones, and the Engliſh 
- Diſtillers impute to their Fraud what they ſhould aſcribe to "0 e and 
: ought to imitate 1t, | 
But though this be my Opinion, and theſe my Reaſons, 1 a Matter of this Sort” 
. ought not to be left to Opinion (eſpecially where Witneſſes influenced by Intereſt” 
- Aatly contradict each other) but ought to be tried by. the Teſt of Experiment, be- 
cauſe it can be aſcertained with mathematical Preciſion. Take a 40 Gallon Still, 
work it Five Days or Five Weeks; in the mean Time work a 200 Gallon Still 
One Day or One Week with Grain of equal Quality, and you will find which does 
the moſt Work, and che eſt, i in theſe ove Datel. But the Experiment 
. ſhould not be left to Di and Exciſe Officers, but able Chemiſts uld be 
JT to them. The Trials need not coſt . 10. 2 
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Do you know any Contrivance, different from the Modes of Sur- 
vey, and of the Cy of the Still, which may increaſe . the Produce of 
the Diſtillery Tax, and check Frauds in it? 


1 do know One, which may not only compaſs thoſe Two Ends in the Diſtillery 
TS but alſo in the Malt and Brewery Taxes, of England, Scotland, and Ireland. 


FIRST PREVIOUS. OBSERVATLON. Oat 


| When a Manufacture conſiſts of different Operations, conducted in Aifferen 
Places, the Tax ſhould: be collected i in Succeſſion at theſe different Operations, for 
Three Reaſons: The iſt is, that it will fall lighter on different Perſons and paid 
at different Periods than on One,—2dly. The Tax being divided, thoſe who pay 
will have leſs Intereſt to riſk committing Frauds againſt it 4 if the whole Burden 
lay on One,—gdly. The Tax charged at one Operation will be a Check upon the 
others; and the Officer knowing what. Mas en at one Operation, wil know 


rn expect at another. 5 


SECOND PREVIOUS/OBSBRVATION. 


| jy, 3 are Five Operations in making Spirits from Malt. The Firſt at the Steep, 
where the Malt is made to ſwell by the Water. The 2d at the Malt Work. : 
where it is ſweated on the Couch by its own natural Heat, and dried at the Kiln 
by artificial Heat. gdly. At the Miln, where the Grain is broke. 4thly. The 
Maſh Tub, where.it is ee and maſhed. And laſtly, at the n where it is 
made 1 into o Spirits. 1 


SVEN REGULATIONS. 


eee 1 N here is a Proportion, not indeed accurate, but 3 
between the Quantity of Grain, of a given Weight, put into a Steep, and the 
Quantity of Malt which it will yield. Now at the Steep the Officer ſhould make. 
a preſumptive Charge, but under Correction of what he examines afterwards at 


the Malt Work, and inform the Trader fairly of it, to ſet him on his Guard. 


- Regfan.—lf the Officer finds the Produce at the Malt Work generally againſt 
the preſumptive Charge, he ery eg in his own Mind mark the Dealer as a Detrauder: 


ometimes diſagree, he will mark him down as a 
fair Dealer, ee? watch him more or leſs, and this will be a Check on 


the Malt Work. The Attendance will be no Hardſhip on the Officer, becauſe 


the Steep. and 45 the Malt Work. are e the ſame RO and often in che ſame 


Room. 


ann 24 W . the Malt i is mand "HOG one Place to Woche it ould 


be accompanied with, a Permit, that. is, Certificate of Duty paid, and ſeized for 


Want of it. 
"Reaſon. —T his would be a Check. upon the: Malt Maker, becauſe if the Malt : 
Dur found nat a Fermit, it wall. ane that it was ws rags ng paying 
uty. | 
Ae 5 55 Half of the Diſtillery Duty ſhould be charged at an n 


Miln where the Grain is broke, whether at the Diſtiller's Work or, elſewhere, | 


upon a preſumptive Aver Produce of Spirits from Grain of a given Weight. 
This general Rule of pre umptive Produce ſhould be ſtruck and averaged upon 
Oath by Maltſters, Diſtillers, Brewers, Farmers, and above all, Chemiſts. and 
Exciſe Officers, all appointed by Government; and by Reports upon Oath from 
Committees of che difterent Diſtricts of the wht i taking to their Help Malt- 


ſtert, Diſtillers, Brewers, Farmers, and aboye all eee . 992 can de 
5 Eugen 
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| Reaſon The Reaſon of this Regulation will be found in ſupport of the next 
Regulation 4th.—The Proprietor of the raw Grain, broke at the entered Min, 
 thould, added to the Half of the Diſtillery Duty, pay a Duty equal to the Halt, 

or rather the Whole of the Malt Duty. 3 „%%% ᷑ Ü⁸V 


— 


Regſans.— At preſent the Diſtiller from Malt pays the Malt Duty; the Diſ- 
tiller from raw Grain eſcapes it: But he will be catched at the Miln, and in 
. Tuſtice and goed Policy ought to be ſo. e 1 at 
There are Two Differences between malted Grain and raw Grain in the Diſ- 
tillery. iſt. The malted Grain is ſoftened and ſweated in the Couch, whereby 
the ſaccharine Juice, that is, the ſpirituous Part, is ſoſtened ſweated, and comes 
eaſily from the Grain: But this cannot be the Caſe with raw Grain, Which is 
hard and dry. 2d Difference. The malted Grain is toaſted and dried at the Kiln. 
In the Evaporation by the Heat of the Kiln, the oily Parts, that is, the unpala- 
table and unwholeſome Parts, are carried off; the aqueous Parts are alſo carried 
of; and little remains, except the pure Eſſence of the Grain, which yields more 
Spirit when unincumbered with Oil and Water, than raw Grain, hard, dry, in- 
cumbered with Oil and Water, can do. From theſe Two Differences it follows, 
that when the Diſtillers, in Spite of the Laws of Nature and Chemiſtry (which 
never err) perſiſt in uſing raw Grain, they hurt both the Public and themſelves; 
the Public, by producing a Spirit unpalatable and unwholeſome, which ſpoils its 
Character both at Home and in Foreign Countries, leſſens Conſumption in the 
one, and prevents Exportation to the other; and it hurts the Public, becauſe 
whatever ſaccharine Subſtance remains in the Grain unextracted, is ſo much loſt 
to the Public. The Engliſh Diſtillers are ſo ſenſible of theſe Things, that in 
order to get Conſumption at Home, they cloud their raw Spirits, which are Two ũ00 
Thirds or Three Fourths made from raw Grain, with Compounds, to conceal 
their unpalatable and unwholeſame Qualities, and they export almoſt none, except 
to the Coaſt of Africa, where nothing but Strength in the Spirit 2 required, 
It is therefore proper to cantrive Regulations to force them to make from malted 
Grain. As the Law ſtands at preſent, the Diſtiller, who makes palatable and 
wholeſome Liquor, and faves his Country from Waſte of Grain, pays Two Taxes, 
the Malt and the Diſtilery Tax; but he who diſtils from raw Grain pays anly 
One: But af he is obliged to pay Two, like the ↄther, he will ſoon give wp the 
Practice of diſtilling from raw Grain, and do Juſtice to his Country, , _ 
If it be diſputed uchether Malt or raw Grain yields the moſt v Flom Poicic 
and the largeſt Quantity of them, the Points may be referred to the Opinion and 
Trials of Chemiſts and Phyſicians, not to the Opinions of Diſtillers, who are 
| intereſted in the Queſtion, nor of Spirit Drinkers, who e 20g, in ge- 
neral, better pleaſed with ſtrong than with good Spirits. The Report will be 


either that e more or yields leſs; If it : yields more, it is not un 
to the DiſtiVer to make him pay a new Duty 5 and if it Fields Jeſs, it is but gu 


o the Public to FRYE him to malt it, in order to prevent the Waſte of the 
public Grain. Or, 2dly, the Report will be, either chat raw Grain is of a petter 
Quality or of a worſe Quality chan malted Grain, If che firlt be the Cale, the 
Dittller is able to bear the new Tax; if the Jaſt be the Caſe, he ſhould be come. 
L by his Intereſt to malt his Grain, in order to mend the Qualicy of his Pro- 
Uuce, | 7 | 


Regulation gth Grain which has paid he Duty at the entered Mun ſhoylg be 
accompanied with a Permit or 8 otherwiſe to he forked ; that it has 


paid Half the Duty at the Miln, and ſhould be charged the remaining Half Duty 
at the Diſtillery, according to the Certificate granted at the Miln, the old Permit 


and at the Miln and Diſtillery, ſhould give Attendance Night and —9 and 
| from the Malt Houſe, or the Miln, or be uſed at the | 
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Regulation 6th,—When the Diſtiller is going to maſh, he ſhould give Notice 


to the Superior Officer, under a Penalty if he does not. And at the Maſh Tyb, 
the Checks of the Granometer and Saccharinometer ſhould be uſed. 

Reaſon. —Theſe will afford Three Checks, which are of much Conſequence ; 
becavſe, added to the others, they ſcarcely can bz defeated. The firſt Operation 
in a Malt Diſtillery is maſhing, which continues in different Operations from 
Twelve to Sixteen Hours. This cannot be done in a Corner, or in Solitude; 
for the Maſh Tub occupies a large Space of the Work, and the Operation muſt 
be done either by a great Number of Men, or by Machinery. Now if the Maſh 


Tub be gavged by the Granometer when the Worts are in it, about an Hour 
after the Operation has begun, it will ſhew whether the ſolid Contents be the 


fame that were put in after weighing. Secondly, if the Grains be gauged by the 


- Granometer after the Worts are run off from them, they will diſcover whether 


the Meaſure of the ſolid Contents continues to be the ſame, becauſe there is a well- 


known Proportion between the Meaſure of a Quantity of Malt and of a Quantity 


of Grains after the Wort has been taken from it. And in order to facilitate this 
laſt Check, there ſhould be a Clauſe in the Statute, obliging the Diſtiller to let 
the Grains ſtand in his Maſh Tub for an Hour after the Worts are off, in order 
to give Time to the Officer to gauge them, inſtead of the Diſtiller breaking them 
down immediately, as he may do at preſent. Thirdly, the Gauge hy the Sac- 


charinometer will ſhow the Power of the ſaccharine Matter, and conſequently the 
Weight of the Grain from which it was taken, and even the Produce in Spirits, 


if that was neceſſa x. OO 1 85 5 
l believe that theſe Inſtruments are in their preſent State imperfect, though 


taken 1 * they will bring out the Truth. But as the Laws of Nature are 


always the ſame, which Ingenuity and Attention may find out, it certainly is 
poſſible to make the Inſtruments accurate: And the beſt Way to obtain this, is for 
the Public to publiſh a Reward for the beſt; to be judged of not by Boards 
alone, who muſt truſt to the Reports of others, but of the Royal Society, and of 


the beſt Philoſophers and Chemiſts. The Public gives a Reward: for the beſt 


2 


5 


Timekeeper, it may well give a Reward for Inſtruments which ſecure the Revenues 


of an Empire. 


* © Regulation 7th, —The Officers at the Malt Work, which comprehends the Steep, 
relieve each other, to ſee that no Grain which has not Nis Duty be 
SEVEN ADVANTAGES. 


1ſt Advantage. —The 


racted 


raw Grain uſed in the Diftillery is at leaſt in the Proportion 


of Two Thirds to One of Malt, and the Diſtillery Duty I am told is J. 9oo, ooo; 
therefore if the raw Grain pays at the Miln a Duty equal to the Malt Duty, it 
will add /. Goo, ooo a Year, or if it pays Half of that Duty it will produce 
. 300,000 a Year, which are loſt at preſent by the Diſtiller of raw Grain not 
paying the ſame Duty which the Diſtiller from malted Grain pays. This 


J. 600,000, or . 300,000, will be paid at the Miln, under the Name of Diſ- 
tillery Duty, if the Trader perſiſts to uſe raw Grain, or at the Malt Barn if he 


* 


converts it into Malt, 


ad Advantage. —The Tax being collected in Part at the Malt Houſe, in Part 


at the Miln, and in Part at the Diſtillery, will fall lighter on thoſe ' who pay, 


= take from them, on account of that Lightneſs, the Temptation to defraud the 


3d Advantage, — The preſent Revenue of the Diſtillery will be aided „ the new 
Checks introduced; viz, the preſumptive Charge at the Stcep ; the Certificate 
| is „ ie 
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at Removal from the Malt Houſe, the weighing at the Miln; the Certificate from 
the Miln ; the weighing at the Diſtillery by One Officer, and the gauging the 
Works and Grains by others; the Attendance of Officers at the Malt Houſe, the 
Miln, and the Still; ta which will be added the Continuance of the preſent Permit 
on Removal from the Diſtilery, _ En a ot OE 
4th Advantage. The Spirits being all made from malted Grain will be in 
creaſed in Quantity to the Public, which will ſave the Waſte of Grain to the Public, 
and will be more palatable and wholeſome than they are now, which will increaſe 
Conſumption at Home and Exportation Abroad. This laſt Article, viz. the Ex- 
port Trade, deſerves particular Attention ; at preſent it is ſmall in Extent, on Ac- 
cCount of the Trammels which are by the preſent Laws put upon Works intended 
for Exportation, as ſhall be afterwards ſhewn, but will be great when theſe Tram- 
mels are by the new Regulations removed,  _- Fa i 


Advantage 5th.—If One Half of the Brewery Duty was paid at the entered 
Miln, it would ſubject private Families who brew for their own Conſumption to 
the Brewery Duty to the Extent of that Half; and if the whole Brewery Duty 
was charged, the Whole would be gor. „„ 
| Reaſon, — At preſent private Families pay no Brewery Duties. No Reaſon can 
be aſſigned why the one ſhould pay a Tax and the other not. But ſomething 
like a Reaſon has been aſſigned, from the Diſgrace which it will throw upon pri- 
vate Houſes, if Exciſe Officers, with all their ſevere Powers and perhaps capri- 
cious Tempers, ſhould be at Liberty to enter private Houſes when they pleaſe, 
But if the Porcion of the Tax which I point at ſhould be levied at the entered 
Mbiln, the Sanctuary of the private Houſe would no more be diſturbed than when 
the private Family pays the Malt Tax at the Malt Houſe. The Brewery Tax 
upon private Families has often been thought of, but never preſſed by the Trea- 
ſury, becauſe the Neceſſities of the Nation did not make it a neceſſary Reſource 
to appeal to. But at this Time, when the Nation is in extreme Danger, and Diſ- 
treſs for Money, private Families, who ſee and feel the Neceſſity of the Caſe, 
would not make their uſual Oppoſition to it; and to merit and to call on their 
Generoſity, the Impoſition (or perhaps it might be better. termed” the generous - 
Confent to it by private Families) might be made to continue only during je War, 
inſtead of being converted into a Fund to borrow Money upon. It is ſaid that the 
Brewery of private Families, which though ſmall in Scotland is great in England, 
amounts to One Third of the Brewery, and therefore, as the Produce of the 
Brewery Tax is as 1 am told L. 1,800,000 a Year, this Regulation would produce 
L. 309,000 on One Half of the Brewery Tax, or J. 600,000 on the Whole. 
In caſe it was thought right that private Families ſhould pay at the entered 
Mila a Brewery Tax equal to the Whole of it, then the One Half of the Brewery 
Tax ſhould be charged at the entered Miln at grinding, and the other ſome 
Months after at the private Houſe, or even Court Yard of it, to lighten, by the 
different Periods of a Payment, the Burthen to bim who pays; and the Officer 
ſhould never enter the Houſe but by Warrant of a Juſtice, or a ſigned In- 
formation. 1 VVVü be 


Sth. Advantage. — The ſame Regulations, with all their Benefits, might be ex- 
tended to the preſent Brewery Duties; if One Half of che Brewery Duty was 
charged at the entered Miln, and the other Halt at the Maſh Tub, into which 
the Grain is neceſſarily put in the Operation of brewing, upon a Calculation made 
that they ſhall produce as much Revenue from the Grain as they produce at 
preſent from the Liquor, It is notorious that the Eluſions of the Brewery Duties 
are exceedingly large. Ihe Extent of them may be tolerably well gueſſed at, by 
contraſting the Nuinber of the People with the Number of Bottles which, even 
upon à low Calculation, each Indiyidual may be ſuppoſed to drink in a Day or 


— - 
8 
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Week; and then to firike the Balance between the Two, The Saving will be 
found to be almoſt incredible ; but all this Saving may be made good by applying 
the Regulations which I have propoſed for the Diſtillery to the Brewery. 


Ith. Advantage, The Exciſe Duties are unpopular, (a Circumſtance of ſome 
Weight in the preſent War) becauſe the Regulations of Malt, Diſtillery, and 
Brewery, are intricate, ſevere, too diſcretionary to the Officers, and more cal- 
culated to puniſh than to prevent Frauds; and to obtain which Puniſhment the 

| Officers have an Intereſt, But the above Regulations are ſimple and indulgent. 
In them the Officer cannot oppreſs, nor the Dealer defraud, if the Officers be 
honeſt, which will naturally be the Caſe from their being Checks on each other by 
their continual Succeſſion, and from the other Checks above ſuggeſted. There 
will then be few Diſputes or Law Svits between the King and the Dealer, whoſe 
Quarrels are the Quarrels of Man and Wife. Government will receive its Revenue 
free of ſuch Expences, and be enabled to raiſe or depreſs Taxes, which affect all 
alike, according as the Exigencies of public Affairs require; and the Simplicity 
of Collection and Accounts, added to the CEconomy of Expence in them, will 
convert the Three moſt unpopular Taxes in the Nation into the moſt popular, 

Firſt Objeftion,—Theſe Arrangements would be attended with an additional Ex- 
pence 07 Olficers,  -. EL on WD i Pa ng 
Anſwered, —They would not, if the following Idea was adopted: There are 

Tuo Claſſes of Officers; one requires Education, Knowledge in Accounts, and 
Mathematics; the other requires nothing but Attendance and Honeſty, ſuch as 
watching in Soap Works, Glaſs Houſes, &c. The Duties of the laſt may be as 
well executed by a Chelſea or Greenwich Penſioner, as by the beſt Exciſeman in 

Europe, with this Difference, that the firſt muſt have 35. per Day, whereas the 

laſt would be glad of One, in Addition to his Penſion, Now, though it be true 
that an Exciſeman who collects by the Survey in the preſent Way muſt have 

Education, Accounts, and Mathematics, with Knowledge of the Quality of Li- 

quor, yet in the Four Operations which J point at, nothing but Attendance will 
be required. At the Stecp the Penſioner could be taught, in a few Days, to take 

Account of. the Weight; at the Couch, to meaſure the Length, Depth, and 

 Breadth, which a printed Book would teach him to caſt up; to take Account of the 
Weight at the entered Miln ; and to ſee at the Maſh Tub of the Diſtillery or 
Brewery, that no Grain ſhould be put into either, without the Permit or Decla- 
ration that it had paid the Duties at the entered Miln. Theſe Officers would 
indeed require to pay continual Attendance in Succeſſion to relieve each other; 
but all this might be done by Land and Sea Penſioners, recommended by their 
Officers, which would be an Incitement to Soldiers and Seamen to deſerve Cha- 
raters in their Regiments and Ships, would pleaſe them by the Humanity of the 
Regulation, and, upon the Whole, would be found to be cheaper in the Collection 
than the prefent Mode ; and, in Return for the Favour ſhewn to the Soldiers and 

Seamen, they might be continued ſubject to Courts Martial in caſe of their com- 

mitting Frauds. „„ 5 5 
Anſwer 2d.— The chief Expence will be Officers at the Miln, where a new 

Eſtabliſhment of them will be required. If the Public cannot bear that Expence, 
or Difficulties occur-to the Propoſal of charging at the Miln, which I do not fore- 
ſee, an additional Part of the Diſtillery and Brewery Duties might be charged on 

the Malt. The Payment between the Maltſter on the one Hand, and the Diftiller 
and Brewer on the other, would lighten the Two laſt, without overburdening the 
firſt, who would recover the Tax which he had advanced, from the Diſtiller or 

Brewer. The Advantages will be, to ſave a new Eſtabliſhment of Officers at the 
Miln; the Loſs will be of Two Checks; the One at the Miln, and the other by the 
Permit from the Miln to the Diſtillery, The Opinion of Boards and Officers 
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may be taken, whether charging Half the Diſtillery and Brewery Tax at the Miln, 
or an additional Part of 1 it at the Malt Work, would be beſt for the Revenue. 90 


 Objettion 24,—The Weight of Barley is not a Teſt of i its Quality, becauſe Barley = 
which has a thick Huſk, will pay as much Duty as Barley which has a wp f 
Huſk. 

Anſwer. — The Objection goes only to Meaſure, not Weight. For a thick Huge 
adds yery much to the Size, but very little to the We or the Grain, and the 
Buyer, ſeeing the Huſk, will pay leſs for it. - 


Objeftion 34. It! is hard to lay the fame Tax on Barley of a ſuperior 400 e 

vality. - 
e —The kate, at the Market will be as ie One Set of Porte 
will ron for the beſt Grain, on which the Sellers will raiſe the Price on them; | 
another Set will buy an inferior Grain. The firſt Set will get more Spirits, but 
they will pay a higher Price for the Grain. The other will get leſs Spirits, bur 
pay a leſs Price for the Grain; ſo both will come to be on a Par in the End. But 
a great Advantage ariſing from this Race will be, to animate the Farmers to rear 
the beſt Grain; by which the Intereſts of Agr iculture will keep Pace with thoſe 
of Manufacture and Revenue. A Field properly cultivated for Barley, 'is fit for 
Three or Four good Ctr mg after | iy and the Two together will 1 in many Caſes 
buy the Field, 


 Objeftion 4th, 1; is hard to make drenched raw Baley pay the 3 oy 
as undrenched. | 

Anfwer.—It may be charged with a leſs Duty according to its Quality, which 
Quality may be determined by Two Arbiters, choſen by the Officer and 2870 
with Power to o them to name an Overſman, if N lagtes:., £ ; 
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Have you any e f the Comparative {dv which 
Britiſh Spirits, upon Exportation, would have over the Spirits of 14 em 
Holland, France, Spain, and Portugal? : 


1 
The Sovereign of Ruſſia is the only Diſtiller in is Empire. The Pitten is Wo 
conducted by his own . Diſtillers or Grantees, and making up the greateſt Part of 
his Revenue, Facts with regard to it may be found in public Offices, which in 
Britain can be got only from private Perſons.” The late Empreſs had once a 
Project to eſtabliſh a great Diſtillery at Peterſburgh, on the Principles of the Eng- 
| liſh Diſtillery, I had Acceſs to ſee the Papers, as is known to One of the 
Committee; from whence it appeared, that in Ruſſia only 8 Gallons of Spirits 
are taken from a Quarter of Grain, whereas in Britain we get 18 Gallons; and 
that her People, Men, Women, and Children, drink almoſt nothing but Spirits, 
or Spirits and Water. I made up a Calculation from the Numbers of the People, 
the Quantity which, upon a very low Calculation, each Perſon may uſe, and the 
| Quantity of Grain loſt by drawing 8 Gallons from a Quarter, inſtead of 18; and 
from hence it appeared, that the Ruſſians loſt Three Millions and a Half Sterling 
of Grain in their Diſtilleries; that is to ſay, as much as would pay a vaſt Army 
againſt France, becauſe the King of Pruſſia's Memoirs ſhew, that the Pay of a 
Regiment of 1,000 Ruſſians is not £.7,000 a Year, when the Pay of ſuch a Regi- 
ment in Britain is /. 20, 0. From theſe Circumſtances it follows, that Britain 
could underſell Ruſſia in Corn Spirits in Ruſſia. It is true, that in Ruſſia there is 
2 Prohibition to import Foreign Spirits. But a Nation whoſe Trade is con- 
rend in Foreign, and partitularly 1 in Britiſh Bottoms; cannot enforce ſuch wha 
ibitions. | 
1 have been in the Netherlands, N e Spain, ad Portugal, ſince I firſt ſug- 
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geſted to the Public the Tax by the Still, which led me to attend to the  Objeas 
of your Queſtion. . 

With regard to Holland, i it has Jong been my Opinice, that inſtead of the Dutch 
ſmuggling Spirits into Britain, Britain, at leaſt Scotland, ſhould furniſh Holland 
with Corn Spirits, on account of the natural Advantages which Britain, or at leaſt 
Scotland, has over Holland. Theſe are Six in Number, viz. in Coal, Malt, 
drenched Grain, Wages, Climate, and Power of Still. 
Firſt, with regard to Coal; the Scotch Diſtilleries, at leaft, hive them at their 
Door, and cheap. I had Three Diſtilleries on my Eſtate; and upon an Average 
the Coals did not coſt them above 35. a Ton, whereas the Dutch pay at the Coal 
Hills at Newcaſtle above twice that Price.—2dly. We pay no Tax for them, 
whereas the Dutch pay 13s. 7d the Chaldron, that is, more than double their 
Price in ſome Places, and triple in others. They pay Cartage from the Coal 
Hill to the Shore; a Cartage and a Breakage: They throw them from the Shore 
into the Ship; a Breakage: They carry them acroſs the Sea; a Freight: They 
throw them from the Ship into the Cart; a Breakage: They carry them from 
the Ship to the Diſtillery ; a Cartage and a Fee In theſe Operations they 
pay Cellarage, Port Dues, Commiſſion, Inſurance. Again, When they bring the 

_ Spirits to Scotland, they pay a Cartage from the Diſtillery to the Ship, Freight 
in the Ship, Cattage from the Ship to the Place of Sale, where they muſt either 
Pay Duty, or pay an extraordinary Inſurance to ſave againſt the Danger of Smug- 
gling, in which Operations they again pay Cellarage, Port Dues, Commiſſion, and 
common Inſurance, _ 

Next, with regard to Malt. We buy it at our Door—the Dutch bring it from 
foreign Countries, and much of it from Britain. 

Next, from the Humidity of our Climate, we have drenched cheap Barley 
in our Fields - the Dutch have none, and cannot bring 1 it from foreign Countries, 

- becauſe it would heat and ſpoil in the Paſſage. 

9 5 pay low Wages in Scotland, 109. per Day—they pay high Wages, 
20 Va 8 

N 801 the Coldueſs of the Climate in Scotland, we work all the Year round, 
but from the Heat of the Climate in London, they ſtop” Three Months in Summer; 
and as Schiedam, the Seat of the Dutch Diſtillery, is in the ſame Latitude with 
London, I preſume that they ſtop there Three Months allo, _ 

Next, 1n Scotland at leaſt, we charge 40 or 50 Times in a Day, bra they 
charge only 4 or 5 Times, by which Coals, Size of Veſſels, Time, and Wages 
are ſaved. From theſe Advantages, God and Nature have ſaid, that Scotland 
ſhould beat the Dutch out of their own Market. 

If it be ſaid that the Fact overturns my Reaſons, 3 the Dutch Spirits 
are cheaper than the Britiſh, I anſwer, it is our own Fault; our Malt made for 
Exportation is not only free of Duty, but is entitled to a Bounty of 25. 6d. on 
Exportation, by which Engliſh Malt has been occaſionally ſold in Holland fo low 
as 20s. per Quarter, being 64. leſs than the legal Malt Duties which outlelves 

y, fo that we give them a Bounty for that very Thing on which we pay a 

Tax. This is the Secret, and the true Secret, why they underſell us, and will 
vie ever continue to do ſo until che bn be altered, as ſhall be mentioned. after- 
winds." 
Again, with turd to France, eee and Spain 3 Spirits made from Wine 
muſt be always dearer than Spirits made from Grain, of which the Proof is, that 
the Spirits of the South are always dearer than thoſe of the North; beſides which 
Fuel is dear in France, Spain, and Portugal; Wages are high in Spain and Portu- 
Der in Spain, even to the loweſt Workman 25. per Day, and the T'wo laſt Ne 
en Stills, ane are 8 wo the. Arts of rae ” 
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If we have ſuch Advantages in the Exportation of our Corn Spirits, 
what are the Obſtructions to our exporting them, and the Remedies: te 
thoſe Obſtructions? „% do regs hrs 


The Obſtructions are Three: Firſt, the bad Quality of our Corn Spirits, cauſed 
by being drawn from raw Grain. 2d. The vaſt Importation of ſmuggled Fo- 
reign Corn Spirits, which the Engliſh Commiſſioners of Excile reported to Lord 
Auckland's Smuggling Committee were 4,300,000, or 4,600,000 Gallons, I do 
not remember which, to which the Smuggling in Scotland being added, will 
bring the Quantity to Six Millions of Gallons, which, at 45s. 74. per Gallon of 
Duty, not only loſe /. 1,350,000 to the Diſtillery Revenue, but glut the Home 
Market, and thereby prevent the Britiſh Diſtillers from making a great Proviſion 
for the Home Market, with the Hopes that what does not fell at Home will fell 
Abroad. And, 3dly. The improper Syſtem of the Exporting Laws. A Brewer 
intending to export can uſe Veſſels of any Size ; he can brew To-day for Home 
' Conſumption, and To-morrow for Exportation, from the fame Works; and the 
Laws are not more ſevere on him exporting Beer than in exporting any other Com- 
modity. But the Diſtiller Exporter muſt enter a Work not leſs than 1,600 Gal- 
lons Content, and 800 Gallons for the Low Wines, which few Dealers, in Scot- 
land at leaſt, can pay, and accordingly none ever have paid, and that Work muſt 
be ſeparate from his other Works, from which Jaſt he is not allowed to export; 
nor is the Diſtiller for Exportation allowed to fell for Home Conſumption; and the 
Regulations are more numerous and more ſevere than on the Brewer Exporter. 

Nay, Spirits cannot be ſent from Scotland to England at a Strength higher than 
One to Ten above Hydrometer Proof, nor exported from any Part of Britain 
beyond Seas but at a Strength ſtill lower; that is to ſay, Spirits are not to be ex- 
ported unleſs. they have Four Parts out of Nine of Water mixed with them; ſo 
that they are loaded with Four Parts out of Nine of Expence more than they ought 
to be; upon Caſks, Porterage, Cellerage, Cartage to the Sea, Freight, Port Dues 
and Charges, Cartage from the Sea, Foreign Duties, &ec. The Impoſition of ſuch 
a Weight upon our own Manufacture and Trade is the more extraordinary, becauſe 
Spirits can be imported from beyond Seas without One Drop of Water in them. 
Our Colony Rums, the Brandies of Foreign Colonies, and the Foreign Aquavitæ, 
are freed from Four Parts out of Nine of the Expence laid on the Carriage, 
Freight, &c. of our own Manufacture. 1 5 e 


+ 


REM E D r E S. BY 2 


The Remedy to the Firſt is, to force the Diſtiller to uſe Malt inſtead of raw 
Grain, by making him pay a Sum equal to the Malt Tax, and thereby to recover 
a Character to Britiſh Spirits which they have loſt. The Remedy to the Second - 
Evil is, either to make Malt pay Duty on Exportation, and repeal the Bounty of 
25. 6 d. on a Quarter, or to prohibit the Importation of Foreign Spirits, as is 
done in Ruſſia. A high Duty is not enough; for high Duties are only Premiums 
to ſmuggle. Beſides, the allowing Importations upon Duties of any Kinds affords 
always a Pretence to the Importer to be on our. Coaſts, The Remedy for the 
Third is, to repeal the Exporting Laws, and put the Regulations contained in the 
above Anſwers in their Place, by which the Export Diſtiller will be put on the ſame 
 Footing with the Diſtiller for Conſumption, and the Brewer. This is certainly the 
Time tor the Repeal, when the Brandies of France and Spain, or the Gin of Hol- 
land can with Difficulty be ſent to other Countries, and Rum, on Account of the 
r 
My Anſwers to theſe Queries will probably produce the following new Revenue 
to Government.—Firſt, . 600,000, or /ay One Half, upon raw Grain, paid either 


at the Miln, as a Diſtillery Duty, or at the Malt Work as a Malt Duty. Second, 
J. Goo, ooo, or ſay One Half, paid for Brewery Duty by private Families; and 
Thirdly, { 600,000, or rather a great deal more, ſaved by preventing Frauds at 
the Malt Barn, the Stills for Home Conſumption, the Stills for Exportation, and 
the Brewery; add the Gain on the Scotch Brewery and Malt by aboliſhing the 
Import Duty; and laſtly, the Frauds committed by the Importation of Foreign 
Spirits, which ſtrike Two Ways, firſt by our loſing the importing Duty, and next 
by joſtling our own Spirits out of the Market, which would otherwiſe have paid a 
Duty of Exciſe; Ihe Extent of theſe Two lait Gains cannot be known but by 
Experience; they cannot be valued under /. 600,000, and if the Principles of 
theſe Anſwers be juſt, all put together will produce a Tax on which Money may 
be borrowed to ſupport the War Two Years, %%% 8 
The above Regulations, improved by other Perſons, will probably be received 
well by the Maltſters, Diſtillers, and Brewers ; for which Reaſon printed Copies 
may be diſtributed amongſt them, co know their Reaſons for approving or diſap- 
proving But the chief Objections will ariſe from the preſent Officers, who will 
naturally be averſe to a Plan which wil! diminiſh their Powers, Shares of Forfei- 
tures, and other Emoluments. But in return, their Salaries, which are too ſmall, 
ſhould be augmented. A proper Salaty animates an Officer's Pride to act with 
Honour; a low Salary is a Sort of Excuſe to himſelf for doing wrong. One Ob- 
_ jection will be, that the Chelſea and Greenwich Penſioners, or other veteran Sol- 
diers' or Seamen, cannot be truſted in watching 
Anſwer. The ſame Honour, Pride, and Reſpect for himſelf for 15 or 20 Years, 
which ſhall obtain from his Officers a Declaration of his good Behaviour, makes 
him as worthy of Truſt as a young Exciſe Man whoſe previous Character is un- 
known. The Trial by Court Marcial in caſe of Fraud is a Check which is not 
upon the preſent Officers, Beſides, other Checks may be contrived which do not 
occur to me. For Example, One Officer might weigh the Grain when brought 
to the Mill, and another when it goes from it. One may weigh when it goes to 
the Diſtillery, and another when it goes to the Maſh Tub. 1 5 
% ᷣ—-flT⁵8ͤ ea ns 5; John Dalrymple. 
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Appendix, N' 17. 


_ OBSERVATIONS by Mr. DAVID CLEGHORN, Brewer, at 

| Edinburgh, on the Mode of levying the Duty on Spirits in Scotland, 

by Licences on Stills according to their cubical Capacities ; and Pro- 
poſals for regulating and improving it. 3 4 


WHEN this Mode of taxing Spirits was firſt propoſed in 1786, great Ad- 
yVoantages were expected from it. Its Advocates affirmed that if it was 
adopted, Diſtillers of every Deſcription, great, middling, and ſmall, would all be 
on a Footing of Equality in Point of Duties ; that Evaſions of the Payment of 
any Part of them being no longer practicable, and Traders being no longer 
ſhackled with the vexatious Reſtraints of the old Law, they would have nothing 
to attend to but the Exertions of their Ingenvity in improving the Quality of 
= Spirits, and bringing them to the utmolt State of Perfection they are capable 
It appears from a Pamphlet publiſhed in 1786, by Mr. Buchan Hepburn for. 
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the Information of an Aſſociation of the Landed Intereſt of Scotland, and which met 
with their Approbation (Page 64) that it ſeems then to have been believed that a 
Still could be run off only Seven Times a Week in the working Months, and on an 
Average of the whole Fear, Four Times a Week; and that it was upon this Pre- 
ſumption the Firſt Rate of Licence Duty was fixed at 30 Shillings per Gallon per 
Annum on the Contents of the Still. The Rate of Licence was firſt raiſed to 
L. 3. next to L. 9, then to . 18, and afterwards to /. 54 per Gallon which is 
the preſent Duty. Theſe different Riſes of the Rate were intended to keep pace 
with the increaſed Rapidity with which Stills had been brought to work; but they 
are ſo far ſhort of it, that it has been given in Evidence before this Honovyable 
Committee, that inſtead of Four Times a Week, as at firſt preſumed © could\ 
done, ſome Diſtillers have worked them above 800 Times a Week. It is obvio 
therefore, the Revenue has been injured to a much greater Degree under this Plan< 
than it ever could be conceived to be poſſible to be injured under the old Plan, 
with all its Defets. It has alſo been proved that Stills, although worked off 
with amazing Rapidity by a/l licenſed Diſtillers, yet are worked off Twice or 
Thrice faſter by ſome than by others, whereby. Traders are not at all on an 
equal Footing with one another in point of Duties; and as their Ingenuity has 
been employed in deviſing Methods to outſtrip one another in Celerity of Work- 
ing, by which the Improvement of the Quality of Spirits has unavoidably been 
retarded, or rather prevented, the Conſequences of the Licence Plan altogether 
have almoſt been the very Reverſe of what it was predicted they would be; its 
Defects indeed, upon its preſent Footing, are now on all Hands admitted, and it 
ſeems generally to be agreed, that if they cannot be remedied, that ſome other 


Mode of collecting the Duty on Spirits muſt be reſorted to. 


The following Propoſals, which are humbly ſubmitted: to the Conſideration of 
the Honourable Committee, it is preſumed, if adopted, will remedy theſe Defects, 
in ſo far as that by regulating the Shape and Depth of Stills, and proportioning 
to their Sizes the Orifices of their reſpective Pipes, Worms, Charging Holes, and 
Diſcharging Cocks, the Rapidity of working them will be reſtrained,. and the 
largeſt and the ſmalleſt will be made capable of producing, in a given Time, 
Quantities of Spirits exactly in Proportion to their different Capacities ; and by 
bining theſe Regulations with the additional one of ſubjecting the Diſtillery 
to regular Survey by Exciſe Officers, the Quality of Spirits will be improved, 
Traders will be on an equal Footing with one another, the Revenue will be ren- 
dered more ſteadily productive, and a Number of Abuſes, ariſing from Diſtillers 
having the Power of granting Permits for their Spirits, will be prevented., _ 

_ it. It is propoſed that the Bodies of all Stills, of whatever Sixe, ſhall, from the 
under Part of the Shoulder to the higheſt Part of the Bottom, be in perpendicular 
Depth at leaſt Inches, ſay 36 Inches, and of a cylindrical Shape for the Whole 
of that Depth; and that the Head ſhall be of a conical Form, and its cubical 
Capacity, rom the loweſt Part where it joins the Neck of the Still, to the higheſt 
Point where the Steam is to go off, ſhall be ar leaſt one Fourth of the Capacity 
CODE Boer of me on” TT OT TS e 


2dly. That every Still ſhall have only One Condenſing Worm, whick ſhall be 
made of Pewter, and only One Pipe for conveying the Steam from the Top of 
the Still Head to the ſaid Condenſing Worm; and that the ſaid Pipe and Worm 
ſhalt be both round, and have a Declivity for their whole Length, from the Junction 
of the Pipe with the Still Head to the loweſt Part of the Worm. 


Adly. That the Orifice of the ſaid Pipe for Feet, ſay Three Feet in Length, 


meaſured from its Junction with the Still Head, ſhall be allowed to contaio One 


; X, 4 
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perficial ſquare Tenth of an Inch, and no more, for every © Gallons, 
of the Still's cubical Contents, including the Head it belongs to; _ the Orte 
; &f the Remainder of the ſaid Pipe, and the Orifice of the Whole of the con- 


 denfing Worm, mall in no One Point exceed One foperficia ſquare Tenth of 
an In for every © Gallons of: the Still's Commun} vpn. + the n they 


: belong to. 


Athly.— That each Still ſhall have A's One Pl LA Cock, the outer End of 
which ſhall not be more thin Inches lower than the kaweſt Part of the Bot- 
tom of the Still, and its Orifice ſhall not contain above One ſuperficial ſquare | 
Tenth of an I nch for every Gallon of the Still's Contents, including the Head it be- 
longs to; and alſo only One charging Hole to be made in the Shoulder, the Orifice 

of which ſhall not be larger than that of the diſcharging Cock juſt mentioned, and 
the Pipe which is to deliver the Waſh or Low Wines through the ſaid Hole into 
tze Still ſhall not be of a larger Orifice than the Hole itſelf is allowed to be; and 

the Height of the Column bt which the Waſh and the Low Wines are to fall into 
the Still is in no Caſe to exceed. F Fel, and no Force > APE ſhall. be allowed 
to accelerate the charging of the Still. 


37 505 —That no Licence ſhall be FONG 925 any Still As | ee 
2 Gallons Contents, including the Head *; and that Waſh and Low Wines 
may 7 diſtilled indifcriminately in the ſame Still, as the Trader thinks proper. 


thly.— As it would be a Hardſhip to oblige Diſtillers to take their Licences for 
Stills of ſo large a Size for ſo long a Time as One Year, it is propoſed that they 
' ſhall be granted to them for & fay One Month; and that they ſhall, upon 
Days Intimation, have it in their Power to give over working when the 
Month or other Period for which they hold their Licences ſhall have expired; and 
that they ſhall be allowed to begin working ee upon the ſame Terms and Con- 
ditions as before they left off, upon giving Days previous Notice. 


7thly. —To determine the Rate of Licence Duty Diſtillers are to pay, it is pro- 
poſed that a Still of any Size, not under 192 Gallons, ſay One of 192 Gallons in- 
cluding Head, ſhall be provided, made as to Depth, Shape, &c. conformable to 
the foregoing Regulations ; and that Sets of Pipes for conducting the 2 
Worms, Charging Pipes, and Diſcharging Cocks of different Sizes, but all pro e 
tioned as above directed, ſhall alſo be provided; and that Experiments fhall be 
made by expert Workmen, properly ſuperintended, with the ad Still, and the dif- 
ferent Sets of Pipes, Worms, &c. beginning with the ſmalleſt Set, until 2 Set is 
found with ſuch Orifices as will with Eaſe and Safety admit of Gallons of Spirits 
of the Strength of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof being made per Day for | 
every Gallon, of the Still's Contents, including the Head. T9 it be fa ppoſed, for 
Inſtance, that a Still with Pipes, Worms, &c. were to be fixed upon, Mich after 
repeated Trials had been found to produce with Eaſe, and without Danger of 
blowing off the Head, Half a Gallon of Spirits per Day of the ſoreſaid Strength, 
for every Gallon of the Stills Contents, Head included; and that a Licence Duty 
were required, which would be equal to 3s. upon every Gallon of Spirits made 
of the foreſaid Strength, the Licence Duty per Day upon every Gallon of the 
Still's Capacity, including the Head, would in that Cafe be exactly 15s. 64. and 
conſequently per Year . 23. 95. 64. counting 313 Days, and excluding Sundays. 


Sthly,—As 2 Check upon Diſtillers by. Means of very ſtrong Waſh 
or en more Os: in a given — at the above l Late of 


3 
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Half a Gallon per Day for: every Gallon of the Still's Contents, or at apy other 
preſumedd Rate that may! be adopted, and upon, Which the Doty, is to, be paid! 
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and alſo to prevent the Abuſes and Inconveniences which might ale from the 
preſent Privileges, .were it to be continued, which Diſtillers enjoy, o Aa | 
Spirits by Permits or Certificates written by, themſelves, it is propoſ that Ex. 
ciſe Officers ſhall again regularly ſurvey the Piſtillery, keep an Account of che 
Diſtiller's Stock of Spirits, have the /ole Power of granting Permits for Spirit 
ſent out of Stock, and that all Spirits paſſing from one Place to another, unac-⸗ 


h companied with ſuch Permits, ſhall be ſeizable and forfeited. - It is meant, how- 


ever, that the Duty and Buſineſs of Exciſe Officers ſhall neither be harraſſing to 
the Trader nor to themſelves, as the old Mode of Survey moſt undoubtedly was 
to both. The Number of Gallons of Spirits a Still of any Size, in proportion 
to its Capacity, is preſumed to make per Day being fixed, the Quantity made per 


Hour will at once be found, and the Officer's Buſineſs, when he makes a Survey, 


will be very ſimple, for by giving the Diſtiller Credit for the preſumed Quantity, 
according to the Number of Hours that have intervened fince his preceding Sur- 


vey, and adding it to the Quantity of Spirits which he finds by his Book was at 


that Time in Stock, the Amount of Spirits the Trader has Credit for appears; 
and if the Quantity that has been ſent out by Permit ſince the ſaid preceding 
Survey, and the Quantity the Officer finds upon taking the preſent State of the Stock 

(including a limited Quantity of Low Wines, ſay Three-fifchs of which are to be 


rated as Spirits) when added together, ſhall exceed the Quantity the Trader has 


Credit for, the Surplus ſhall be charged with a Duty of per Gallon over 
and above the Licence Duty already paid; but the Trader is to incur no Penalty 
on account of ſuch Increaſe of Quantity. The Idea is, that each Gallon of Spirits 
actually made, ſhall pay the Duty; and if the Trader is charged with Duty upon 
the Exceſs found above the preſumed Quantity he has already paid Duty for, he 


cannot complain, and nothing more ought to be required of him. To encourage 


Officers, however, to be vigilant, they perhaps ought to be allowed by Govern- 


ment a certain Rate per Cent. on the Amount of extra Duty they thus make ef- 


fectual. That it may be diſtinctly underſtood in what Manner the Credit is to 


be aſcertained, that it has been ſaid the Trader is entitled to, for the Time inter- 


vaning berwixt one Survey and another, let it be a that a Diſtiller is 


working a Still of 192 Gallons Contents, Head included, for which he has paid 


Licence Duty according to the above Preſumption of its producing Half a Gallen 


4 i 


ol Spirits per Day for every Gallon, of its Capacity; 96 being the Half of 1.93, is 
the preſumed. Number of Gallons made in One Day, and 705 divided 124 he 


Number of Hours in a Day, giving 4 Gallons, is the preſumed Quantity made 


for at every Survey the r makes upon him. © 


each Hour, and OY what the Diſtiller would be entitled to get Credit 


b. S. It has been objected to the above Plan, that a Still of 192. Gallons (che 


ſmalleſt it allows) is too large for the Highlands. This Ohjection may be obviat- 


ed by admitting 
. Ori 


. would be inconvenient, and reſemble a Pipe more than 
2 Still of 20 Gallons Contents, including the Head, to be Fl 
propoſed. by the Plan that all Stills ſhall at the leaſt be, 


- 
Wi 


within. that Diſtrict Stills of a much leſs Capacity, and limiting t 
of their Worms, c. more than in the Lowlands, ſo as to make up 
dvantage the ſmall Stills would have over the large ones in Point of Shallew- 
, which muſt neccfarily be greateſt in ſmall Stills, for otherwiſe their Shape 
a Still: For inſtance, were 
Inches deep, 8 it is 


i | 
YC 8 7 
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about 11 Inches; and this would be ſo narrow for its Depth, that would ſcarcely 
be it cleaned or ſcoured ; if therefore fuch eee are . 
| be ſhallower than 36 Inches. 7 
A Still 16 Inches Diameter, and 18 Inches 
deep in the Body, would be a convenient . 
enough, and including a Head One Fourth of 

and One of the Body, would contain 24 Gallons 

One Half, ee el 


Append, N® 18. 
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. EPO R T of Sennen of Exciſe i in England, relative: to the beſt 
. CCC 


5 Treafury Chambers, 
April ad 1798. 


er: the Officers w the Exciſe from Edinburgh ſtate their Opinions reſpecting 

the Practicability of effectually ſecuring the Collection of a Duty on Spirits, 
3 charging the Wage on the Gauge of he Waſh; with their Reaſons or the 
; 2 


London, gth April, 17 > . 


WE are oy Opinion that hs 5 Diſtiflery Laws at preſent in force in Eng- 
land, it is not practicable effectually to ſecure the Collection of a Duty on Spirits 
in Scotland, by charging the ſame on the Gauge of the Waſh; but that it might be 
practicable in a great Meaſure, if the Legiſlature were to empower the Officers 
of Exciſe to charge the Duty by the Gauge of the Worts, as well as the Waſh, 
and to enact other neceſſary Re > og for ſecuring that Duty under high Penal- 
ties. Our Reaſons for being of that Opinion are, that ir conſiſts with our Know- 

ledge that very great Frauds and Evaſions of Duty were committed by the 

' Diſtillers, both before and after the iſt of November 1784, who charged their 

_ 3 with Waſh by Means of falſe Keys and Seals (Inſtances of which 

F ob: Raw us) and ſupplied the Waſh Tuns with Worts depending on their 

Golders 2 — though an Account of theſe Worts was taken as a Check by 

the Officer, and e found amiſſing or deficient,” it did not conſtitute a le- 
i — $2 orgs againft the Trader; and the Stock of Diſtillers e 
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reed to be taken only at certain Times, much O pportunity was afforded for 


carrying on the above-mentioned Fraud, of making Spirits without being charged 


with Duty, and of covering them yh 857 8 or e . away with- 


out any Fermi. 
Jobn Maitland, 
John n | 


os the Right Honourable the Lan Commiſſioners of His Miajelty' 
Treaſury . 


M ay it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 
YOUR Lordſhips having been pleaſed, by Mr. Roſe Letter of the 19th 


April, to tranſmit unto us the annexed Anſwer of Two Officers of Exciſe from 


Edinburgh, to a Queſtion propoſed to them, as to the charging the Diſtillery Duty 


in Scotland by the Gauge of the Waſh; and Your Lordſhips having directed us 


to report our Opinion, Whether the Duty can be ſecurely and effectually collected 


in the Mode they ſuggeſt, conſidering the Extent of Country, and the State of che 


Population in a Part of it, in which Stills now are, and Probably would continue 
to be uſed, eſpecially in the Highland Diftridts : 
- After conſulting our moſt experienced Officers, and having given the Whole © our 
attentive Conſideration, we beg Leave to ſtate, that having no local Knowledge 
4 the peculiar Circumſtances of the Country, we find ourſelves incompetent to 
k ſo decidedly upon the Matter referr o us as otherwiſe we might have 
poo As however the Duty appears to be effectually charged in England upon 
the Waſh, we have no Cauſe to believe it might not be equally as well 00 charged 


in thoſe Parts of Scotland, where the Traders lie in ſuch a Situation as to make a 
conſtant and cloſe Survey by the Officers practicable: But from all our Knowledge | 


and Information on the Subject, we ſce no Reaſon to think any Advantage oouſd 
be gained by gauging the Worts. 


With reſpect to the Highland Diſtricts, taking it for granted that the Exciſe 


Traders are ſo diſtantly ſituate from each other that they cannot be ſurveyed and 
checked, ſo as to ſecure Gauges of all the Waſh made, and prevent the Diſtilla- 
tion of Waſh of which the Officer has no Account, the Duty ſſibly be 
beſt levied there by a Licence on the Stills, if the Time of workin fe limited, 
and the Quantities that can be worked off can be aſcertained. 

We humbly ſubmit further, that as we underſtand Stills of { dender 


Forms may be ſo worked as to bring off great Quantities of Spirits in a very ſhort 


Time, the limiting of the Proportion of the Depth of the Waſh Stills, with regard 
to the Diameters, may be uſeful for preventing © Srila by ſuch Means: And we 


conceive. the larger the Stills are the better it would be for the Purpoſes of the Re- 
venue; and in both Reſpects the Stills uſed in England, as far as we _ ſeem 


reaſonably well calculated for the Prevention of F faul. 
We are, 


Your Lordſhips moſt obedient 

| and moſt humble Servants,  :: 

- Exciſe Office, 5 . es Cholnondthy 
London, . 5 EX. Nicholas, © 
6th June 1798. |... +. ip ee 


M. Lowntles, 


5 I. 7 . 
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PLANS teſpecting Scotch Diſtillery, by Mr. WILLIAM HTSLOr, 
- late Diſtiller, near Dumfries. | 


| ALL Duties ſhould be charged on the manufactured Article, if poſſible, fo as 


to make that Duty fall equal, and though it did fall equal in Point of Duty, 
One Diſtiller might have more Profit than another from Situation, Skill, &c.; but 
as it is impoſſible to lay the Duty fairly and equally on without Exciſemen ſtand- 
ing by the Stills Night and Day, even then it is in the Power of the Exciſemen to 
make Allowances, & c. But to come neareſt to the Mark, I give my Ideas in 
Three Plans, | YE — 


„ 


1 TH E laying the Duty by Licence on Time depends on ſo many Things, that 


it is proper to take a View of a few of them. If the Quality of the Grain 
is looked into, the Duty ſhould: be higher on the Contents of Stills in ſome 
Places than others; the Difference of One Buſhel of Grain from another being 


from 100 to 150 per Cent. and upwards, in Point of Produce, and can be done 


in much leſs Time, and though equal Weight ſhould be given for each Buſhel, 
chat is, Quantity to make up Quality, it will vary 10, 20, and 30 per Cent. 
though only 8 lbs. to 10 lbs. of Difference in the Weight per Wincheſter Buſhel, 


therefore the Duty in that Caſe ſhould be agreeable to the Quality of Grain 


in Diſtricts that might be pointed out, and Tables might be made for regu- 
lating the Duty on the Stills, &c. by the Produce of the Weight of Grain 
of different Qualities. To point out the different Diſtricts in Scotland, would 
require Perſons ſkilled in the Weight of Grain: In my Evidence given be- 
fore the Committee, my Opinion reſpecting the Weight of Grain is fully 
ſtated, ſo far as my Knowledge of the different Counties there mentioned. 
As to the Size and Shape of a Still, Head, and Worm, they ſhould all be 
the fame; and if one Man's Buſineſs ſhould be Ten Times more extenſive 


than another's, he ſhould have Ten Stills, Heads, and Worms of the ſame 


Dimenſions; the Contents of each Still, Head, and Worm, might be any 
given Oy For Inſtance, 1co Gallons at FL. 50. per Gallon per Annum, 
or 200 Gallons at £.25. or 400 Gallons at £.12. 10s. would pay all the fame 


Duty if properly regulated z—that is, a Still of 100 Gallons can be made to 


run Four Times the Quantity of Spirits in a given Time to one of 400 Gallons. 
It is impoſſible to be more ſpecific on this Point, as Experiment muſt de- 


termine the Conſtruction. I may here obſerve that che Still I uſed, as deſcribed 
in my Evidence, could not be boiled and run off in leſs than Twenty-eight Mi- 


nutes, though ſurrounded with Flame, and only 50 Gallons in the Body. It is 


proper here to remark, that in my Anſwer to N* 15, in the additional printed 


Queſtions by the Committee, that I there mentioned a Still of a particular 


Conſtruction, &c. that could not be run off in leſs Time than One Hour 


and an Half, though only of the Contents of the one juſt mentioned. As 


the Time a Hundred Gallon Still, including Head and Worm, would take to 


boil and run off, depends upon the Conſtruction of the Body, Head, Worm, 
Furnace, Vents, & c. and the more concentred the Waſh is in the Still, it will 
be more or leſs affected by the Quantity of Surface expoſed to the Heat or Flame. 

=; mh Suppole 
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Suppoſe the Flame only to touch the Bottom of ſuch a Still, and that the Body 
ſhould contain 63 Gallons, the Head 12, and the Worm 25, in all One The: 
Gallons, and that that Still ſhould boil and run off in One Hour, the Duty would. 
ſtand thus: 63 Gallons in each Still, allowing Sixteen Hours to run Waſh, and 
Eight Hours to run Spirits, and Three Hundred Days in the Year to work in, 
and 120 Gallons of Waſh from the Quarter, the Duty would be 25. per Gallon' 
on the Spirits, and (. 40. per Gallon on the Contents of the Still, Head, and 
Worm. The Mouth of that Still ſhould not exceed Eight or Ten Inches“; the 
Bottom a Diameter equal to the Depth, with a gentle Riſe. The Sides a certain 
Bevel, wideſt at the Top, ſo as to allow Chains to lay on the Sides to keep them 
clean as well as the Bottom, to go round with the ſame Engine. The Head to' 
riſe a certain Height from the Mouth with a Taper, to within Eighteen Inches 
of the Top, and theſe Eighteen Inches to be a Pipe not exceeding Four or 
Five Inches Diameter; the Whole of that Head not to contain more than Twelve 
Gallons, to turn off at that Point at an Angle of 45 Degrees, and to be fixed 
down with Chains and Locks, becauſe they might chuſe other Heads; the 
Worms ſhould be from Five Inches and a Half Diameter down to One and a 
Half. The Content, including the falling Part of the Head, Twenty-five Gal- 
lons. The general Building incloſing the Still ſhould be quite circular, and free 
Acceſs round it (probably Seven or Eight Feet Diameter); the Aſh Hole 
of a particular Size and Shape, for to allow the ſame Quantity of Air, &c. 
The Furnace the ſame, mounted with Pranders of equal Size and Number. 
The Still ſet Eighteen Inches above the Branders; the Flame and Smoke 
to go off behind in Vents of the ſame Conſtruction, and it might be con- 
fidered, whether it would be proper to allow the Flame to go round any 
Part of the Sides, or only to touch the Bottom; if allowed to go round, the 
Vents there mult alſo be regulated, and it is eaſy to meaſure all thoſe Places at any 
Time when the Still is working, but particularly on Sunday, when they are to be 
ſtopped, and Exciſemen there to ſee how Things are: Should it be neceſſary to ſtop a 
Still on any of the working Days, on Purpoſe to meaſure the Vents, &c. an Abate- 
ment of the Duty ſhould be made for Loſs of Time, to prevent grumbling, or 
unneceſſary Trouble, If the Flame is only allowed to touch the Bottom of the 
Still, I propoſe that Openings in the Buildings of One Foot ſquare ſhould be 
left oppoſite the Body of the Still, fo as to ſce the Sides of the Still, as near to the 
Seat as poſſible; and that a ſmall Cock ſhould be put in the Side at one of them, 
that it may be known that the Still is charged with cold Waſh ; the charging and 
diſcharging Cocks ſhould be the ſame in all Stills; the whole ſubject to partial 
Survey, and an Account of the Stock of Spirits ſhould be kept by the Exciſe, 
and Permits granted by them for their Removal, —- 55 b 


It is probable a Still might be conſtructed ſo awkward, that is of a particular Size See Draft, - 
and Shape, and ſo confined in its Apparatus, as to ſuit the Highlands, they being P. 350. 
deficient in Skill, ſo that it will not work faſter with them than their Judgment of 
the Buſineſs demands, and the Duty laid ſo as to anſwer every Purpoſe, and ſtrike out 
the preſent Lines of Demarkation in Scotland. There is One Line neceſſary to 
be obſerved; and I have already delivered my Opinion, that a certain Number of 
Stills ſhould be allowed to work at a particular Duty near that Line, ſo as to make 
Spirits of a ſuperior Quality, to be ſent into certain Diſtricts in that Part of 

| England, fo as to induce the People there to give a high Price for this ſupetior 
Spirit, in Preference to their having the common Spirit at a very reduced Price ; 
this would put an End, in my Opinion, to the great Quantities of Spirits ſent there 


” 


If the Mouth is wider 
Tea Urn. . | | 


+: 


the Still cap be heated by Means of a Caniſter and Heater, reſembling a 
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in an illieit Manner, and be an Article found to Governſnent of C. 40, ooo or 
fo $0,000 per Annum. . HE %% ãũ y 
It is impoſſible to prevent Smuy 


20 ling acroſs that Line, the Extent being ſo great, | 
and reaching from Sea to Sea, in the middle Part ſo mountainous and thinly in- 
tiabiced, and the Country as wild as any Part of the Highlands, 

7 | PLAN I. 1 36 | | 
SHOULD the Regulations and. Reſtrictions before mentioned not anſwer the 


Purpoſe, no Doubr a complete oy OL a Licence, and additional Re- 


gulations to aſſiſt that Survey, muſt be adopted. It is what Government muſt pay 

very dear for, and what the Trade would be very averſe to.. 
That Survey alone, and as it formerly was, will never do it is pretty clear in a 
Country ſo extenſive and thinly peopled, particularly in the Highlands, and in 
many Parts of the Lowlands, where every Tenth Man is a Diſtiller. It hitherto 
never could be calculated what any One Year would bring, ſubje& to ſuch Frauds 
and ſuch Inducement of Bribery, &c,: By Licence added to complete Survey, it 


would inſure a certain Sum for. the Year from each Diſtiller, according to his 


Licence Entry, which ſhould nor, in any Caſe in the Lowlands, be under (. 2,500 

per Annum. To make my Plan as clearly underſtood as I can, I ſhall begin 
with the Operation of brewing: The Difference of the Quality of Malts and 

Barley is ſuch, that the Weight muſt be attended to if poſſible, and the Grain and 

Malt ſhould be both weighed before and after grinding, ſo as to aſcertain the Quality 

of each, that the Table beſore alluded to might ſhe the preſumptive Produce of 
pirits from ſuch Malt or Grain, which would be a complete Check of itſelf, pro- 


vided you are certain that the Diſtillers did not add to, and ſtrengthen their Worts 
and Waſh before Diſtillation, which, in this a ſe, might be expected; having 


taken the Weight per Meaſure of the different Kinds of Malt and Grain to be 


ground, Notice ſhould be given for maſhing, and the Mak and Grain weighed into 


the Maſh Tun ; this would not require ſo much Trouble as at firſt appears. 
Every Buſhel of Grain need not be weighed ; if the Heap is well mixed it will only 


he neceſſary to meaſure a Buthel or Two from different Parts of that Heap, or any 


Quantity, ſo as to aſcertain the Value and Produce that may be expected; allow 
them to _ it, and put it intq Sacks of To or Three Ct. each, to be counted as 
ne 


pot into the Maſh Tun; and if the Officers ſuſpect any of thoſe Sacks to contain more 
han the Quantity preſcribed by Law, be can weigh any of them that he ſuſpects, 


but it would be no great Trouble to weigh the Whole, having it put up in Sacks of 
the ſame Size. The Officer muſt ſtand by the Tun until he ſees the Liquor put 


-.-- - On, and in no Caſe ſhould they be allowed to maſh but when they have a full Maſh, 
that is, the Tun muſt be filled as full as it can be maſhed, to prevent them from 
adding freſh Grain in the Abſence of the Officer. The Worts taken an Account 


of, wherever they can be found, not only as to Quantity but Qualic + This laſt 
would be a further Check, not yet put in Practice. The Brew 555.4 and Cooler 
Room kept under the Lock of the Exciſe, except when legally at work, allowing a 
few Hours at the End of each Maſh to empty the Tun and to cleanſe it; Twelve 


or Fourteen Hours are ſuffcient to complete a Maſh. The working Vats ſhould 
all be of One ize, and each equal to ferment One full Maſhing, and the Worts of 


the whole Brewing put into One of theſe Tuns, only to be numbered 1, 2, 3, &c. 


| and filled according to their Numbers. The Quantity of Waſh ſhould be taken 


after Fermentation, to ſee that no Addition has been made, as no Inſtrument has yet 


been found to aſcertain the Strength of Waſh, which, if found, would be of 


great Uſe in preventing Evaſion and Fraud; but in caſe a Tun was ſuſpected to 


oo 


"6 ore on v1 18 Te LL 11 k, 8 10. % 
habe en made up br added in 10 Way 6 evade tlie Duty 5 - the 600 1 


duce, and have Penalties, &c. annexed, provided any Attempt was diſcovered to 
defraud. The Stills ſhould be in a ſeparate Houſe, at a Side from the other 
Buildings, ſo as Admittance can be got at a Moment's Warning, and no great 
Walls ſhould ſurround the Buildings, fo as to prevent the Officers from getting ready 
Admittance into any other Part of the Works in a reaſonable Time. No Still 
ſhould exceed in the Body One Sixth or One Eighth Part of the Quantity of Wath 


made in any One Day, ſo as to prevent a whole Brewing being wrought off at once, 


as has been done, and the Tun from whence that Waſh came, made up again 5 
ſome Means before the Officer did detect it. I would alſo propoſe, that no Still in 
this Caſe ſhould be under Five Hundred Gallons, Head and Body, which ſhould be 


charged with a Licence Duty of Five Pounds per Gallon Content on the Whole, 5 


and Bond granted for Payment by Inſtalments; and ſhould the Quality made 
according to the Rate df the Weight of Grain, Quantity, and Quality of Worts 
and Waſh, at a certain Duty to be fixed, ſhould that Duty exceed the Licence Duty 
on the Still, then that Sum ſo paid by Inſtalments ſhould go to Account of the 
Duty charged on the Waſh or Weight of Grain, and the Bond for the Licence 
given up ſo ſoon as the _ on the Licence exceeds that of tne other, and Per- 
m_ ny by the Exciſe for the Aeon of their x tn and an Account kept 
of the Stoc 


The Reaſon I propoſe no Still ſhould be aver Five Hundred Gatlons, Head 

and Worm, in caſe of Survey.and Licence joined, is, if under Five Hundred 
Gallons, the Licence Part at Five Pounds per Gallon would not inſure that 
certain Revenue to Government, while a Still of Five Hundred Gallons both 


licenſed, and the Waſh taken an Account of, it would prevent the Diſtiller from 


running more than One Sixth or Eighth Part of his Waſh at one Time; whereas 
1f the Still was fo large as to contain the whole Waſh, it might be run off and new 
Waſh ſubſtituted in its Stead, of courſe the Duty loſt on One whole Brewing, not- 
withſtanding of Licence and Survey. And a further Reaſon for no Still and Head 
being under Five Hundred Gallons in this Caſe, is, the Duty being previouſly 


charged on the Waſh, it would be both troubleſome and expenſive for a Diſtiller 


to loſe Time and Wages in attending a ſmaller one; while, at the ſame Time, if 
his Still was ſo ſmall as Fife or One Hundred Gallons, and the Licence Part laid 
accordingly; viz. on the One Hundred Gallons Still, Twenty-five Pounds per 
Gallon, to make the ſame Sum of Two Thoufand Five Hundred Pounds, h he could _ 


then in this Caſe work ſo faſt as to bring the Duty ſo low as One Shilling per 5. 


Gallon on the Spirits, ſo that a medium Still muſt be found, as in either Caſe 
of very large Stills or very ſmall ones, where there is Survey, or Surveys and: Licence 
W there is the more Room * F rauds Ne eee. . 


PLAN ur. 


1 A Seil could be made to work with boiling Water, or ſick a 77 than : 
with, or any other Medium which would have the Effect ſo as to make all Diſtillers 


work with equal Speed and Steadineſs, it would have the following Advantages : - 


1 Firſt: Making an equal Dury, which might be founded on a Calculation of 
acts. 


Second : None of thoſe . or n Oilsor _- F oreſbot, 1 "= 4. 
generated; there would be no Still- burning nor Stoppages on that Account, and 


the Spirits would be better; and as to the Ingredients put into the Water to make 


it of a ſufficient Heat to throw off all the Spirits, that could be aſcertained by the 


Exciſeman carrying a Thermometer in his Pocket, as no licenſed Plan will do 
without a partial Survey ; this would be little additional Trouble, and an Account 
of the Spirits Stock ſhould be kept by the Exciſe ; alſo Permits granted for the 
Remoral of «x : in this Caſe, any Kind wy Fuel will anſwer, t is . 

4; | , 


Check on this Point, would be to follow-up the Tuns ſo ſuſpected, and lee its Pro- 
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T Appendix, Ns 20. 
LETTER from Mr. JAMES WALKINSHAW, of the Houſe of Brown, 
Gourlay, and Co. Diſtillers in Paiſley, to his Brother, One of the Agents for the 
Iowland Diſtillers, | 1 


Dear Brother, Paiſley, 6th June 1798. 


YOUR Letter of the 6th Current has been ſhown to the Trade here. A uty 


on the Stock in Hand would bear extremely hard and unequal upon Traders; 8 


and we truſt a Meaſure fo oy e dar will not take place. 


None of the Trade I dare ſay can have any Objections to adopt Tin Worms for 
their Low Wine Stills, which is all that can be thought neceſſary.— Indeed, I believe 
it is a very miſtaken Idea that any pernicious Quality is communicated from the 


Copper Worms, Paiſley has always been famed for the beſt Whiſkey, and till 


lately few of the Diſtillers had any other than Copper Worms, and indeed only a 
few have yet adopted Tin, and that only for the Low Wine Stills. Mrs. Harvie 


and Mr, Wright, who have always been acknowledged to make fully the beſt 


Spirits, have never uſed any but Copper Worms; they require a little more Pains | 


to keep them clean. When we ſtop on Saturday Night we generally fill them with 


Water, throwing in a little Salt, and empty them on Monday Morning, which 

Verdigris that may have collected through the Week or by ſtanding 

idle, which it does much more than when working, We never were ſenſible of our 

Spirits being any better after we uſed the Tin Wr wr. 

Ie, I am, &c, T1. $ 
(Signed) PL Ja. Walkinſpazm. 
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the Ye car 1788, reſpecting the Scotch Diſtillery, 


Jovis, 5* die Pibradrl, 1786. 


and about London. 
Counſel called. in. 


Mr. CaMrRELL, referred to this Committee. 
No Counſel 19 for the Petition of the London Diſtillers. | 


Mr. Grant, ok for the Petition of the Malt Diſtillers i in Scotland, 


. JOSEPH BENWELL; 
Called in, and 8 45 a Member of the Committee. 


He has been concerned i in the Corn Diſtillery about Fourteen Tan lives 
-at Batterſea. The Houſe have carried on the Diſtillery Buſineſs about Forty- 


ſeven Years. 


In the Petition of the Corn Diſtillers of London they ſtate, that the Act 


mentioned in the Petition was obtained under ee was that 
Miſrepreſentation ? 


The Queſtion was objected to. 


Do you know of any Miſrepreſentation under "ich, that At was obrined, 


—— | do. 


In what Manner did a Miſrepreſentation induce this Houſe to * he Bill? 
And the * being objected to; 5 


The Witneſs and Counſel withdrew, 
And being again called in, "the Witmels was aſked, 


Do you know of ary Agreement made with the Diſtillers of Scotland Previ- 


ous to the bringing i in the Act complained of ?-—1I do not. 


Do you know of any Declaration made by the Diſtillers on which that Bill was 


founded ?—While the Bill was in Agitation, it was declared by the Diſtillers of 
Scotland that they could work their Stills but Once in Tweaty-four Hours—it 


was at the ſame Time contended on the Part of the London Diſtillers, that mm 


the Scotch Diſtillers would work Six Times in Tweaty-four Hours. 


Do you know whether the Licence Duty of C. 1. 10s. per Gallon per Annum - 
was made on a Computation of working Once, or oftener, in Twenty four 
Hours? — On the Declaration of the Scotch Diſtillers, that 8 could work. 


Once only 1 in Twenty-four Hours. 


: o 


8 
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| M INU T E S of Evidence taken before a Commith of the whole Houſe in 


0 OMMITTEE of che whole Houſe on ee of the Corn Diſtillers i in 0 


! 
N 
4 
1 
+ 
14 
1 
1 
1 
1 
i 


have. 1 don't Know that the Makers have. 
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Do you know what Advantage the Scotch Diftiliers baye under this Ad 
over the London Diſtillers ? Many Advantages ; in the firſt Place by work. 
ing the Stills in the rapid Manner that they were told would be the Caſe— 


that Licence Duty, which they declared would be, and which was in- 


tended to have been 10d. per "Gallon on the Spirit produced, is reduced ro 
about One Penny per Gallon, ſuppoſing the Waſh to be of the Strength ge- 
nerally made: hut as they may conte nd they make their Waſh. weaker, and that 


it of courſe does not produce the ſame Quantity of Spirit, if che Produce is 


only Half what is 'uſually drawn in that Caſe, the Licence Duty does not exceed 
Two Pence; this of courſe leaves them an Advantage of Fight Pence 
Gallon, — Again, ” there being na Kind of Limitation as to the Waſh, a far 
greater Quantity irit is produced from the ſame Corn; and agcordin 


the before- mentioned Mode of making their Waſh, operates as a farther 54. 


vantage of at leaſt Four Pence per Gallon. —There is another Advantage, which, 
though not the immediate Effect of the preſent Act, operates -powerfully againſt 
the Engliſh Trader, which is the Difference of 7A per Buſhel on Male mage 
from Barley the Growth of Scotland, originally ſettlec an Account of its in- 
ferior Quality to Barley of the Growth of England, which Inferiority is entirel 

ſet aſide by the PraRice of importing immenſe Quantities of Barley from Eng- 
land, and manufacturing it in Scotland; and as Six Quarters of Malt are ge- 
rally uſed in the Production of a Ton of Spirits, this gives a decided Advantage 
of Three Halfpence per Gallon, Upon the Whole then, the Difference imme- 


_ diately under the Licence Duty - by the rapid Manner of working, 8 d.—· the in- 


creaſed Quantity of Spirit produced from the ſame Corn, 4d. — and the Difference 
in the Duty on Malt, 14d, makes 134. per Gallon, which the Scotch Diſtillers 
have the Advantage of in the Market over the Engliſh Diſtillers. 
hos Duty do you pay per Gallon on the Corn Spirits you diſtil?——Above 
Did you make theſe nice and beautiful Computations from any Experiments 
you yourſelf made in the Scotch Method of diſtilling, or on Barley the Growth of 


Scotland? I undoubtedly never had any Opportunity of making any Experi- 


ments on Barley of the Growth of Scotland. As to the Mode of Diſtillery prior 
to the paſſing the Act of 1786, I have no Reaſon to believe it to be different 


from that of England; but when a different Mode of Collection was to be adopt- 
ed, it required but little Practice in the Diſtillery Buſineſs, to foreſee that a dif- 
ferent Mode of Work would be adopted. Y : 


1s the Committee to underſtand that the Whole of your Calculations, both with 


regard to Barley the Growth of Scotland, and the preſent Method of the Scotch 
working their Stills, is mere Matter of Belief ?-—1 never made any Calculation 


upon the Produce of Barley the Growth of Scotland. I have before ſaid, I never 
had it in my Power. As to the Calculations reſpecting the Mode of ans. 5 


their Stills, I certainly made thoſe Calculations under the Knowledge of the rapi 
Mode of Work being the moſt profitable to them. 


Are you certain from your -own Knowled e, that the Scotch did inypoſe on 2 
the Engliſn ? The Scotch undoubredly had Credit given to their Declarations, 
When there are Iwo Opinions, they could not both be believed. As to the 


n np the Engliſh Diſtillers did declare the Mode which the Scotch did 


Do you know whether the Engliſh Diſtillers have not bought a great Quan- a 
tity of Spirits from the Scotch Diſtillers I he Engliſh Rectifiers undoubtedly 5 


Can 


scon DISTIL LEA. 
Can you ſay why the Rectifiers have bought the Scotch Spirits 2— Becauſe the 


Price of Scotch Spirits has been conſiderably lower than that of the Engliſh. 


A - 


Duty as you have calculated you pay at your Manufactory at Batter 


How much lower — Differentiy; ſometimes 24. 34. or 4d, per Gallon, : 


:Do you know that -there is a Bounty on the Exportation wr Malt, and has | 
it is There is; but I don't know exactly what it is. N 


Do you know that Malt has been exported as going to Holland, po the ; 
Re received, and then "ONO into Scotland — have N hand i, mk — 


never knew it. 


How do you calculate that you pey 25. _ por Gallon anly "7" hs _ ; 
Amount of Duty chargeable on the Waſh I have diſtilled, 55 which Duty I 


have paid, and take the Number of Gallons of Spirits produced from that Waſh, 


and 1 find it amounts to about 2-5. 94. per Gallon of legal Spirits. 


Do you ſypr ſe that if your Books were produced at the Bar, that they would 


juſtify that Calculation ?—1 give my Evidence here upon Honour; I hold my- 
ſelf bound by this Evidence, either to produce thoſe Books, or to make Affidavit 


of the Evidence 1 am now giving. | 
What Revſdn- have you to a 0 chat all the Engliſh DiRtllers er ay the ſame 


the little Experience 1 have had in the Diſtillery, I firmly believe that no Work- 


man 25 carry on his Buſineſs for the uſual Seaſon tha Work continues, and 5 
| pay l a 


Whether, "RE the Thirieen Ton you have carried. on hs Diſtillery, you 


never made uſe of Sugar or Melaſſes inſtead of Malt? -I never made uſe either 
of Sugar or Mens in my Tas I Iikewie Wale IN Sound! in Honour to this 


Declaration. 


1 
1 


(Examined by Mr. Grant?) 


Whether, being a Diſtiller, you c cannot ot judge how many Times a Still can be | 
worked in a Day, as well as a Scotch Diſtiller I certainly did conſider y- 


ſelf as good a Judge prior to their working under the preſent Act; but they hav- 


ing worked about Twenty Months under that Act, I cannot be * e 


the Extent to which they do work. 


Whether, prior to the Licence Act, any Opinion given by a Scotch Diſtiller 5 
as to the Number of Times a Still eould work, would bare a red ow e 


on that Subject t——lc certainly would not. 


Whether, previous to that Act, it was not your Opinion dir a Still coukd 


be worked oſtener than Once a Day Ft undoubtedly was. 


Did the London Diſtillers, Sn not Tae A 1 15 255 the paſſing of chat 
Bill ?—They did not. f 3 


Whether any Agreement or a was entered into bs the Scotch Dif- 


tillers for reſtricting the Number of Times for working mew Stills Pn! was 
no ſuch Agreement to my Knowledge. 


„„ you mean to ſay chat the Circumſtances you have adv which give 
Advantage to the Scotch Diſtillers, ariſe within your own Knowledge fſ——— The 


Firſt A e I mentioned, ariſing from the ra 
Stills, Wuaneles will be called * prove. To the 


id Manner of working their 
e that of the Advantage 


4 0 


n 


Abrede, Ne 21. ! 353 | 


! From 


of working under no Limitation of Walſh, as a practical Diſtiller, {Oe — 
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| be 1 my own Knowledge. As to the laſt-mentioned, under the Difference 
of the Malt Duty, that being what * have under an Act of e be- 


lie ve will not be doubted. 
When you calculate that you pay 25. 94 per 'Gallon, do you eſtimate that 


100 Gallons of Waſh 1 Twenty Gallons of None — 1 do not; 
fl did, the Duty wou 


be but 28. 64. 


Do you mean to ſtate it as an tropoſbiliry to hs Twensy Gallons of 5825 
FP 100 Gallons of Waſh ?——By no Means. 


ls it not frequently done ?-—lt certainly is. 


1s not more Spirits drawn ſometimes from 100 Gallons of Waſh ?—1 will not 
pretend to ſay that there are not Times when more is , but they are very 


fare. 


Have you any Knowled e Rat, a Bill propoſed to be Whey into Parliament in 
1784, intituled, A Bill for Aero the former Duties on Low Wines and 
« Spirits, for granting other Duties in lieu thereof, and for regulating the making. 


ol Low Wines and Spirits in Scotland, brought for Conſumption into England?” 


—— The Act paſſed in 1784; I had Knowledge of it, which did alter the Mode 


of collecting the Duty from Low Wines and Spirits, to a regular Charge on the 


Waſh ; but this was general throughout the Kingdom. I have no Knowledge 


of any other Bill but _ which did paſs in "79 eng the Diſtillery 1 in 


England, | 
Ps  Withdrew, 


RICHARD CARTWRIGHT, a bitter, n 


Called in, and examined. s. 


Was you not in the Service of Mefirs. Croſs, Stein: and Company, of Kil- 


begie !——I was, Twenty-four Weeks. 


What was your Employment ?——Looking cer the Stils! in general. 


What were the Number and Size of the Waſh Stills you ſuperintended — 
There were Three Waſh Stills; One was PR Ni the other has Gal- 
lons, and the Third was 2,388. 


How often in the Twenty-four Hours did a Still of 2,000Gallons, eſte with 
1,800 Gallons of Waſh, of the Strength uſually made in England, worked and 
diſcharged at the Diſtillery you ſpeak of? Sometimes we have charged Three, 
Four, or Five Times, and ſometimes Six THe but upon an Average 1 
think it might be about Five Times. 


Did you ever know a Still of the above Size worked and diſcharged i in Three 5 


Hours ? l can't ſay I ever did. 


In ſour Hours . it has been done in Four 1 but. not to make 


a Practice of. 


Was the Corn made uſe Pg at the Diſtillery the Growth of England or 
Scotland ?—1 can't ſay. | 


What _— of Corn was generally wetted FRO the T 8 Hours? 
— can't jay; 1 did not belong to that Branch, _ 


Do you know the general Cuſtom of workin ; Waſh Stills at Briſtol arg 
Bw) | have worked them — we could work a ill of about 5,000 Gallons in 


1 
Ne, 
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Did you ever know ſuch a Still worked Twice in T wenty-four Hours is 


a Day. 


How often did you charge the Waſh Still in Scotland to work off One Day" * 


Brewing ? I can't anſwer that Queſtion. 


What Quantity of Waſh did they generally 1 * 5 aun of con in 


Scotland? I can't ſay; I was not in that Branch. „ 
(Hauch Mr. Campbell, 5 5 
When you firſt lived with Croſs and 8 were. not 2 5 Works of thoſe 


| Gentlemen new and in perfect Order No, Off vere not we were 1 : 


to make conſiderable Alterations, _ 
What made thoſe Alterations neceſſary The Waſh F was made, whilſt. 


making cauſed the Stills to. burn. Sometimes we were obliged to have a Cop Rave 5 | 
. 


ſmith to raiſe the Botiom, and our Caſing being yy" we were obliged to 
the Maſons at different Times to repair them. 


For what Length of Time might. ſuch Still be 2 I. 2— Perhaps Three, 
Four, or Five Hours; I have known it ſtopt the whole Twelve, 


How often mi ight theſe Accidents happen during the Twenty-ſix Weeks you 


remained with Croſs and Stein? can't perfectly tell; I never kept any 
Account.—1 ſuppoſe i it was more than Ten T 1 e Om be Wölk . 


Times. 


Mere not the Spirits in. " Still 3 by the bum re. 3 it ren- 
4 them almoſt uſeleſs for the Purpoſe they were intended for. J 4 


What Part of the Year did you work for Croſs and Stein FOND went the 


Saturday before Chriſtmas Day, and ſtaid till the ad of June. 


Are not the Stills oftener charged in Winter than in Summer 1 can t 


ſay, not being there in Summer. 


Don't you know, as 2 Diſtiller, that i it is a Fact they can be worked oftener 
in Winter than in Summer ?—T can't ſay ; hat is Lin to the TROY of Wer 


if they want Water the Stills are ſtopt. 


Can the Stills be worked to as much Advantage in ane as in Wiater ? 
No; they cannot, on Account of the Water being warm. 8 


Do you know the Quality of the Waſh which was diſtilled at Croſs and 


Stein's ?——The Quality was quite poor to what we have it in England. 


What Quantity of Spirits would 100 Gallons of ſuch Waſh produce n 
had not a Still to try the Experiment, and therefore I can 't tell, 


'Did you work on e as well as the other Days i in the Week ?—Never | 


of a Sunday. 


Did you ever work on any Day i in which there was preaching at the Church 
of Scotland :I can't tell. 


Do you know what are called Faſt SIP in Scotland 246th, e ow Fong of L 
Do you know what are called Preaching: Days -l don't know, 1 | 
Do you know what Proportion the Quality of Waſh, uſed at Croſs and Stin's 8, 


is to tin uſed by the Engliſh Diſtillers 2 don t ONE ir is above One 
Half as ſtrong. 


N 


Briſtol ? No, I can't ſay I ever did; we ſeldom. or ever charged them . | 


oe go and —2¼ s 
— — — — 
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1s not the Quantity of Spirits et! in England from'a Quantity of Waſh, 
55 8 than what is produced from the ns 2 8 of Waſh in Scotland . 
; Les. 
Ho much greater . can't ay. 


Why were the Stills ſo much quicker worked in Scotland than in England? 
——On Account of the Waſh being not above Half as ſtrong. | 


In whoſe Employment are you now?— Melts, Croſs and Stein's. 


How many Months in the Year are the Sous worked i in Scotland uſually — 
I can't tell; only when I was there. 


Cin you ſay how many Gallons of Spirits the Engliſh Diſtillers now Saw 
from 100 Gallons of the Waſh they now make. N 18 and 20 Gallons 
—never exceeding 20 Gallons. 


Did you not in your former Anſwer ſay, that the Walh was s but One Half the 
Strength ?-— Yes, 


Were the Stills conſtantiy a at wk at this Diſtillery the whole Time chat you 
vere there, Sundays excepted:?—Yes, except in Times of Accident. 


Do you recollect Meſſrs. Croſs and Stein loſing about 14,000 Gallons of 
Waſh ?—1 remember there was a Misfortune at the new Back put up, but to 
what Amount I can't tell. 0 


Can you tell within 1,000 \ Gallons I can't. 


Af under all the Diſadvantages of burning the Stills they ww; "EA any 
Times could they have worked if thoſe Accidents had not happened !—] can't 
tay; they could mot have worked above Five Times and a Half, 


Do you upon the Whole think it for the Intereſt of any Diſtiller to work ra- 
pidly under all the preſent Circumſtances e If no Means ; not to work 
them to run hot. 


Do you know that the Diſtillers of Scotland pay ſo much a 1 hs their 
Stills, and not ſo much per Gallon on the Spirits they produce? No. 


What do you mean by its being more for the Diſtiller's Intereſt to work a few 
Times than many in the Twenty-four Hours :I have not faid ſo; I wm ſaid 
they ought ne not to work with * hot. 
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Withdrew. 


” 


Oran, LOW WHITE, „Diller. 
Called in, and examined. | 


Did you coodudt a Diſtillery velongn to Mr, Chatles Dempttr- in Scot- 
land ?—1 did. 


How many Times did they uſually a off their Stills in Twenty four 
 Hours?—Five Times. 


Was that the Average of their working 3 


In how ſhort a Time did you ever know a Waſh Still a Manuſattury 
6 off I have known it * i 


* 0 EF 4 # a-< 4 
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Did you. ever work off bor w . Five Ten in Twenty-four 
Hour e | 


Six Times ?— Yes. 
Seven Times N. 


Was any Part of the Corn uſed in the Diſtillery of Mr. Dem the Growth 
of England? None. 


Do you know that the- Corn: ae uſe of in that binnen vas the Growth be 
Scotland I underſtand and believe it was. 


Did you ever know 5 Accidents baht Even! the oro. of f the 
Stills ?!—Yes. 


Explain what Sort of Accidents o the Fr requency of the Work the 
Stills were burnt at the Bottom. 


Was the Still obliged to be repaired at a a conſiderable ede e 


Has not the Liquor been damaged by thoſe Accidents? At * Time * thoſe 
Accidents happened the Spirits were damaged. 


What was the Quality of the Waſh made at that Diſtillery ?—Rather e 
to that of the London Diſtillery; we run a longer Lengtn. 


Was it not conſiderably inferior? In the Proportion of Five to Four. 


Has not Mr. Dempſter 1 9 85 chat Diſtillery Alt does not work at a ; 
it is given UP. 


What were the Size of the 1 in Gallons d was s 239 Gallows, RG no 
other Sixty odd. 


How many Gallons of Spirits did you extract from 100 > Gallons of Waſh 25 


From Thirteen to Fourteen of the OG: of One to Ten over Hydrometer 
Proof, 


bows: many Months in the Tar were thoſe Stills at PS EP Was + there from | 
the 38th of November to the 5th of July. 


What is the uſual Time of Working Smale e the BEL every Day, 
Sunday excepted. | 


Do you ſpeak to more Inſtances his One of the Still being injured — 
1 but once. 


How long had that Still bod worked before it was 5 hear ?—From July | 
to the Spring following. £ 


Can you give a Reaſon:why the Waſh i in Seatunk is made ſo ouch veller 


than it is in England : We thought we made a DINE 2 of: a from 
that Mode of Waſh, | 


Have you ever worked a Still in England ? Yes. 


Did you ever know an Inſtance of an Accident. happening from working A 
Still ! in England? — Ves; I have had my Still burnt in England. 7 


Whether in caſe of Loſs from ſuch Accident after the Account taken by the 


nel Officer, 1s it not a wet not ee of the Wall but of the CO upon 
it ?——Of both. a 7 


| Is there any Allowance or DeduRion in ee! if ſuch an Accident 
happens None. 


i Could 


* 


FIX, 


4 
MT 


num paid on the Gauge of the Still About Two Pence. 
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Could you undertake, upon an Average, with good Engliſh Malt, to extra 


3 T wenty Gallons of Spirits from 100 Gallons of Waſh Not of the Ee 


of One to Ten above Hydrometer Proof. 


How many Gallons of that Strength could you 88 — an 3 
might be extracted from 100 > Gallons . Waſh About 174 Upon an Ave- 
rage. 

Do you ſay that 3 to the uſual Mode of RE PEA and extrin 


Spirits | in England ?-—Yes ; upon the Average of the whole Tear. 


What is the Average during the beſt Seaſon of the Year for working n 
which I have already mentioned; at any Seafon oe the Year if You take the 
Average upon a Week. 


Why did Mr. Dempſter leave off the Diſtillery Ka? can't tell. 


Was the Spirit made by you in | Scotland for Home Conſumption or the 
London Market? For both. 


la what Proportion Fm can't 51 ; the chief of Mr. Demplter $ Trade was 
in Scotland, 


Is it poſſible for the Exciſe in Scotland to make a Compenſation for the Loſs 


of Duty when that Duty is impoſed upon the Still and not upon the Waſh ? 
We neyer e for any, nor had any. 75 


winken. 15 


RICHARD TILLIARD BLUNT, Senior, « Diflltr 


Called" in, and examined. 


From your Euperietice' in "ha ry Diſtillery, 8 5 eee m 
per Gallon on Spirits is the Duty in Scotland, computing for L. 1. 40s, P r An- 


80 


How many Times in the Twenty-four Hours, have you known a : Waſh Sul, 


containing 2,090 Galious to be. charges and worked off ?——] never law One of 
that Size. 


Of what Size 2—Of Five hundred. _ 
How many Times have you ſeen that FE and worked of in Twemy-four 


Hours Five Times. 


Did you ever ſce it worked off Six Times in the Tren -four aun No. 


you know whether any Part of the Corn of che Diſtillery of Scotland i is of 
F. Growth of England I underſtand fo. 


'( Examined by Mr. Campbell, 4 


Whether a Still of 500 Gallons may not be worked oftener in Te nty- four 
1 than One of Two thouſand Gallons I ſhould think it could. 


1 ſpeak from you own Knowledge of what you have ſeen in the Din- 
Scotland? — Tes. 


ws long.w Was you in Scotland ?— Three Weeks at different Times in March 


and May. 
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May 1 not a Still be worked eget 1 in 1 March than June —1 don, t know that 
it „ 


May it not then be worked to more Ad vantage het depend on Cir- 
oumſtances. 


Is it in the Pose of the London Diſtters to raiſe or fink the W of the | 


| Longon Market ?—-| don't know. 


Was not the Waſh you ſaw diſtilled i in Scorland ol. a | thikner Quility than ai 
Waſh in England ?-—Yes. 71 


| wad not a Still be worked oftener with weak Waſh than firong?- re. 8 


c Branined » Members ) 


On Shah yt do. paths ba Ing 3 the Lion Tie in 3 of 


{. I. 10s. per Gallon on the Contents of the Still, amounts only to Two Pence 
per Gallon on the Spirit thereby produced? From the Nunaer of Days Work 
in the Year, and the Number of Times per . 


What was the Number of Times per Day at which y you calculated Five. . 
How many working Days i in the Year?—Three hundred, 


-How many Gallons of Spirits do you in your Trade uſually work from 3 100 


Gallons of Waſh in England? — About Eighteen. 


How many Days in the Year do you work your Stills in England *—From # 


the Middle of October to the Middle of May or June. 


Is there any Reaſon which enables the Diſtillers in Scotland to = their 
Stills more frequently than in England? The Climate ſeems more favourable. - 


What is the Climate that is moſt ſuitable to Diſtillery ?—In ee _ 
can cool their Waſh ſooner than in England, 


Would it not be eaſy for the London Diſtillers to form a n. if FOR 


was no Diſtillery in Scotland ?—1 mould think ! it Wayne n . was none but 


themſelves. 


Whether a Still made on a broad ai flat Conſtruction may not by On: SHO 
worked in Twenty- four Hours than One deep and narrow? Ves. 


| Whether Perſons concerned in the Diſtillery in Scotland make Uſe of the 
broad bottomed Stills: Some of them do. | 


Do you know of any conſiderable: Quantity of En gliſh Barley carried into 
| 8 and made into Malt on the low Duty ?—1 5 ſo. 


Did you underſtand, when you were in Scotland, whether the Scorch Diſtillers 
enjoyed any other Advantages by the Poſſeſſion of Farms and the Feeding of 


1s Cattle, which produce them conſiderable Profit in AAA to the 1 ang F 


. fromthe diſtilling Spirits? I don't ewt 1 
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7 7 
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"RICHARD FILLIARD BLUNT, 1 1 


- Have you not viſited many Diſtilleries in Scotland mo a View.to 1 > 
peo e with a View of Information. 


Did you work in any of the Diſtilleries in a ?— Yes. 


How often in the Twenty-four Hours have you known Waſh Stills to obe 
worked off in thoſe Houſes you have been in Fr n F hree, ſometimes 
Four, and ſometimes Five Times. 


Did you ever know them to be worked off Six Tin imes 1 5 


Did you ever know a Waſh Still to be worked off e in * our E Hours ES 
I never particularly obſerved the Times. 


Was any Part of the Corn uſed in thoſe Houſes in 808500 of 8 Grownh of 
England 1 the Hebie 1 Foes? in, the Melt was made 9 Engliſh 
Grain. FR, 


What Houſe did you work in M.. Renny' 55 Eaſt Lothian, 5 


Do you know, the Practice of any other Diſtilleries in Scotland beldes thoſe 
you worked in No. 5 | 


Do you know the Contents "of the Stills that worked off ſo fat as you 
mentioned I mean a Still of 500 Gallons; I have ſeen a _ 'T 180 
Four, and Five Times in Twenty-four Hours. 


Ho many Gallons of Spirits were you in wade to r N wn 100 e of 
Waſh From Twelve to Fourteen. 


_ + How many 0 375 in the eat did ae volk at eher en —1 worked there 
only 4 Fortnight. 


Did you learn at wh Houſe how often thoſe Stills were worked ina v. ear? —.— 


| 1 did not. 


How many Buſhels of Grain go to make 100 Gallons of the Waſh you live 
mentioned? I cannot ſay at preſent without making ſome ey eee atop 
[He was deſired to make the Calculations. ] 


At what Seaſon of the Tear was it that you was in that Houſe —In March. 


| Withdrey, and | direfted to, make the Calculations before-meationed. 


Called | in, and examined, ad - 


Did not you work at RE! Diller of. Meſſrs Haig and Co. at t Cannon Mills 
in Scotland ?—1 did. 


Whether, after paſſing the Act in 1716 the Houſe in ne you worked did 
not make a conſiderable Alteration in their Stills ?——They did. 


What were the Alterations ?—The Stills were cut down into ſmall Pots, 
holding Forty to Sixty Scotch Gallons. 


Was not the Waſh Stills in that Houſe worked Night al Day without 
ſy, x 2 the paſſing of that Are, . and all. 


45 


How 


— 
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Ho many Men were employed in that Houſe to work the Stills ?—Six 
Stillers; there were Two Parties, and when One had done Night Work, the other 
vent on in the Day: Two Diviſions drafted off like the Turnpike Men. . 


How many Men were employed-there before the paſſing of that Ad one 
or Two were taken on paſſing the Act. 


Did you frequently work of a Sunday ?—Not before the Act took libs ; 
iq keep the Sabbath very ſtrict in that Country, but the Men obliged mem to 
work on the Sabbath Day, otherwiſe they muſt quit the Place. 


Being ſo obliged, did you work on the Sabbath . Day ? —In the Morning 
1 did. | 

How many Times within the rue four fiouis as do you 8 the Waſh 
Stills to have been worked off? I cannot ſay, * me wark the - Hm Ro 
in about Six or Seven Hours. - 


Was the Barley uſed by Haig and Cs! Engliſh or Scotch Ee cannor fig. 


Had Mr. Haig any Cattle? Ves, a great many; above. $99 News the F . 
- Yeir I was there, and Twenty-five Milch Cows. 


Did you kill any of the Beaſts No, I only. killed the Swine. | 
How many Swine were there Four Hundred, 5 


How long did you live with Haig and Co. one Lear- vickour tearing 
them; ; then went, and came back and ſtaid Six Months. 


Ho many Gallons of Spirit did they uſe to extra from 100 Gallon of 


Waſh ?a—} cannot ſay. 
Were theſe. Stills kept always. at work ?— Yes, way. Deren Sabbath 


Ny | 
3 11 0 VFR Withdrew. 
,,, i Pobep. is oh Junior; 8 


Returned again with his Calculations, and ſays, _ 
Five Buſhels of Grain, according to my Mode of. Brewing in Scorland, makes 


100 Gun 2 W or 405 On of. MI, f } - 


: Withdr eW. 


£ 
+ 


JAMES MOODY; . 

: Called in, and examined. _—- 5 
Was you ever concerned in the Com Diſtillery 2 was. 
Was you a Principal in the Diſtillery at Briſtol?— I was. 


What were the Size of your Waſh Stills obe Was n 2,500 Gallons, 
and the other 1,500 Gallons. 


- How many Times in Twenty-four Hours did you charge, and 1 off and; 
- diſcharge your Firſt Waſh Still * 2,500 Gallons — Three and Four Times. 


Did you ever work it off Five Times? Never. 
Ho many Times the leſſer Still rive Times. 


What were its Dimenſions ?—The Proportions were about F our Fo cet deep, 
Joght- Feet Diameter ar the Bottom. 
ns 21 „„ 
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Was that Still more favourable to the expreſs Purpoſe of a working a Still 
faſter than the oidinary Stills ?-—lIt was. 2 „„ 


Do you know whether the Stills in Scotland were of a ſimilar Conſtruction ?— 


1 am credibly informed that they were nearly formed upon the ſame Conſtruction. 


Suppoſing Waſh was ready heated, ſo that the Waſh Still might be imme- 
diately filled as ſoon as it was worked off, what Difference would it make each 
working off the Still ?—A Still of the leaſt Dimenſions, about Forty Minutes, 


Then ſuppoſing the Waſh to be ſo heated, how often in the Twenty-four 
Hours might it be worked off? About Eight Times. | 


And if it was cold : believe it might be done about Six Times. 
Have you ever known of that Practice of heating the Waſh ? have. 


| Whether from your Knowledge and Experience in the Diſtillery, can you fay 
what Duty the Scotch Diſtillers pay according to the preſent Act of Parliament? 
u believe, from Two Shillings and One Penny to Two and Two Pence per 


Gallon, 


What upon the Spirits conſumed in Scotland, leaving out the Import Duty 
on being brought into England ?—A very little more than a Penny. 5 
What is the Mode of working the Stills in Scotland? I don't know from my 
own Knowledge. wn e 


Do you know why the Waſh in Scotland is made weaker than che Waſn in 


England ?—]I know no Reaſon why it ſhould be made weaker, unleſs it is to 


produce a particular Flayour, for as I conceive, the ſtronger they make the Waſh 


the more it would be to their Advantage in the preſent State of the Caſe. 


Could you not work off ſtrong Waſh with as great Facility. as you can weak? 
—— Certainly, A „„ ” | 


Does it not require more Fuel to work off Weak Waſh than Strong ?—[t does, 
Do you know of any Advantage whatever-in working off Waſh, in Proportion 
of 120 Gallons or thereabours, to waſh. of the uſual. Strength ?——The Spirits 
would be of a cleaner Quality. | : lr hy TH 
( Examined by Mr. Grant.) 8 


If you don't know how often a Still is worked off in Scbtland, how do you 
make Computation of the Duty? From Information I have received, which I 
believe to be undoubred, | | CIC 


How many Gallons of Spirits have you been accuſtomed to draw in England, 


from 100 Gallons of. . Waſh ?-—From Seventeen, ta Eighteen, the Average 


Seventeen and a Quarter, 


How many Buſhels of Grain does it require to make 100 Gallons of Waſh in 
England ?-—Eight Buſhels. | 7 


Hlave you ever faid there is a Poſſibility of working a Still Ten Times in 


Twenty four Hours ? Tes, I would undertake it, if you would heat the Waſh 
beforehand. VV. : 5 


Does the making Spirits from low Waſh make it better or worſe flavoured, 
according to your Taſte ?—ln anſwer to another Queſtion I ſaid, it makes ir of 


a cleaner Sort, but when I ſpoke of Flavour, I meant a peculiar Flavour, as 
Holland's Gin. N . e 


* 3 . I 
. 
* 


, c 10 R 
* Tr.. ·mm··¹;̃ ͤͤ wiT ; 
* e 
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„Of what Size muſt that Still be of which you ſpoke, that you could work it 
olf Ten Times in e Hours ?—— One thouſand OE K. mean 


| Engliſh Gallons. 


What Quantity of Spirits: wool be drawn 1 90 Paas Gallons of 
i,Waſh at that quick Work?— I can't anſwer, becauſe I have never worked a 
Still of One thouſand Gallons Ten Times in the Twenty-four Hours. | 


Whether that quick Working would render a leſs Quantity of «an from 


8 "the ſame AS of Waſh of 8 e mnt wo little leſs.  _ 
Withdrew. 


WILLIAM THORN, « Brandy Dealer; 


f *Called in, and examined. 
Have you been concerned in the Diſtillery Buſineſs . : 


How long ?—About Ten Years. ö 
What Size was the Waſh Still you uſed bon Seven thouſand Gallons 
| How often worked off in the T wenty-four Hours? Three Times. 


| Did you ever. know that worked off oftener en T 
 Wirhdrew. =o 


Mr. W H I * E, 3 
| Again 1 in, and examined. 


Have you not known Inſtances of Licences being taken out for ſmall Stills ; in 
July 1786 or 1787, without ſuch Stills being erected, and that in the Month of 
October or November following, in the Room of erectin "g thoſe ſmall Stills, large 

Ones have been ſer up, paying only the Duty on the Difference between the ſmall 
and the large, ahd thereby evading the Payment of the Duty from the 5th of July 
to the Time of regen up the large Stills IG am 1 informed 5 but I gon t 


know 1 It, 
Wider. 


N. Grant, Counſel for the Scotch Diſtillers 1 


„ IAM RI p LEY, Brewer to James TING Dinner. 
Called in, and examined. 


Has lived with him Two Years in February. 


Have you been employed by him all that Time- as 2 Brewer i in his Din: 
res; the very moſt . 


How long has the Stills been run . in 24 Hours in b da Time?—Four 
Times upon an Average. 


At that Rate were the Stills ever damaged ve often, werbung 
all the Care was taken we could. 


Ho long may you have. been ſtopt, on Account of the Damages at Times ? 
I have known. it ſtopt One, Two, Three, and Four Days at * 


Times. 


Hoy 


it 
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+ iow often may thar Stoppage have happened in Twelve n. ay dare 
; Wi. Once a Monch at the Icaſt. | 


What might be the Expence of repairing the 88 ovcalicned by theſe 
Acoſdents? Cat't ſay exactly very great. If 1 had been the Proprietor 1 

+ would have declined a g ths, in that ee as I have NErRIONEd ever 
Times to my Employers. To 


What Quantity of Waſh produce n Gallons of d een 210 o 
220; [ average it at 215. 


How many Gallons of Waſh produce 20 Galicia of Gin 5 Gallons 
and upwards. 


In what Manner do you pay your TIL for the Stil 2 Weeks Advance, 
Did you ever pay any Duty for a Still not afterwards uſed Ves. 


int. ... . =_ —_— r r 
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Ho come you not to uſe it ?—Becauſe we e thought the Profit at that Time 
of the Still would not anſwer, 


Have you any Foreign-Diſtillers with you ?—— Two; 
For what Purpoſe do you take them? To make Gin, 


What is your Opinion of the Trade of Ray * to London 1 think it 
a very bad Trade. 


Do you know the Quantity and Qualities of Spirits damaged by the Accidents 
you mentioned I know there has been a great Qyanricy, 1 8 not ee how 
much. 


©; Would the Scorch Trade bear any further Impoſition I think nor a 
1 ns + 761 
Have yo u ever given any "Avid to your Employers tour the Manner of 
c 


[king Stills — Ves, Twenty Times or more wiſhed him not to work lo 
"faſt, Which would have been much for his Advantage. 


'Ds > you know how many Buſhels of Engliſh C n 80 to One hundred Gallons 


"6 you of 8 No, we never. uſe- them alone. 


How. many Buſhels of the mixed Grain, or ad Sort, on an n Average TI can- 
not tell ; I Cannot tell nearly, 


Who puts the Grain into the Maſh Tub — . 1 have veued Gam Ten 
Quarters to Sixty. 


What tity of Grain of any Sort FA you ut i in to make One hundred 
Gullonis WW aſh ? don't know. ? 


What is the ſmalleſt Quantity you eyer put in to make One "Rar Fr 1 
'6f Waſh ?—] really don't. know z I put in One Quarter of Orain to make Two 
hundred Gallons of Waſh. 


ol you ſpeak of Scotch or Engliſh Grain —A Mixture i is always made Uſe 
bs , 


What is. the Proportion We don't adhere to any enen ; ſometimes 
more · of one and ſometimes of the other ; it depends on the Quality of the Grain. 


| „How many Days in the Year do the Stills ceaſe to. work from the Accidents 
you have mentioned fron] can't tell, | _ 
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to {poll ; not gener ally, but yery often. „ 


Why do you think the London Market was a —_ T _ fr 10 hk 
Diſtiller ? The Lowneſs of the Price, and the I 85 we have laboured 
under by the Deſtruftion of the Stills. 


Do you think the Profits ariſing to the Scotch Diktller i is Nester for the Home 
Conſumption, or the London Market ?—From the Home Conſumption. ' | 


What is the Proportion of the Quantities of Home Conſumption and the 
London Market? The greateſt Quantity to the London Market, 


Was not the Corn you uſed, the greateſt Part of Engliſh Grain 1 cannot teell. 


What Number of Gallons did your Waſh Stills contain OE: to the AQ of 
1786 ?——Something above 3,000 _ 


What are the Contents at preſent 2—2,93 3 Gallons, 1 mean | Engliſh. Gal- 
lons in both Caſes, 


Were the Spirits ſent to to ihe oor Fo 3 of. a Quality ſoperar- to * 
Spy made here ?—I believe ſome bad, ſome worſe. 


Was it in general ſold for 2 higher Price than the London pi 
know. ö 


Is it not your only odycement for eckt wid. a weak Waſh, [3 ; obtain a 
Spirit of a better Quality? Not the only nue 


What is the other Reaſon for working with a weaker Waſh we clean - 


our Grain better, it ferments eaſier, and we get a clearer Spirit. 


What was the Alteration in your Works, when you ſaid you yere at a conſi- 


derable Expence in altering your Works ?—1 never ſaid ſo. 


Did not Mr. Haig make a conſiderable Profit in e 8 and baun his 
Cattle, in Addition to his Diſtillery ?—Yes 


What is the Size of his Farm —1 don t know. 


Do you not underſtand that the great Profit to the Eaglich Diſtillery alles en 
the Fattening of Flog nnd en there is a Frofit from Hogs, _ 


| Wits: 


THOMAS MON TEITH, a | Diſiller, at Cannon Mill, | 
— (Me. N 


Called in, and „ 


5 Did you take ay Account of the charging and diſcharging of the Stills ?— 
es. 


How often did they run at an Average of read bo Hours reo rom . 


Three to Four Times. 
Will Stills often burn and tings by over-working chem ue,  frequeny. | 
Is the working by that Means interrupted r.. | „% dE 
How long at a Time —1I have known it from One to Five Days at a Time 
Were the Spirits often damaged by the ſame Means Ves. Y 


always. 


Did the Stills Work on a Sunday ? 4 Les, WAA we bag Wa BR.) was likely 5 


T ben the Spirits were damaged when the Stills were burnt or * . 
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| 1 I mean one particular Still. 


upon. 


ſtood till it was repaired ; what is meant by ſtood is, it did not work, 
place the other in its Situation? Five Days or better. 
the Purpoſe of diſtilling Waſn? No; I never remember it. 


Was ſent to London l don't now. 


in T'wenty-four Hours? From Three to Four Times. 


Spirits? Two hundred and Twenty to Two hundred and Thirty 8 to 


From go to 530 e D e en o 


© Have you known the 'Stills worked more than Four Times i in Twenty-four 
Hours? Tes, I have known One of them worked 1 from Fi ive to Six 


Wbat was the Size of the Still ; how many Gallons did i it contain 83 
thouſand Three hundred and Nineteen, 


Were the other Stills chat did not work ſo diem, larger or ſraller chan that? 
Smaller. 


What made this Still of 1,319 Gallons —_ 8 than the others?—Her 
Fire went better, 


Would it have been eaſy to > have 800 > al ſo, that the Fire might 
have gone equally well, and made them work as often? I don't know whether 
they could have been conſtructed ſo well; ſhe was often burnt down. 


What was the Proportion of this Still? can't tell. 


Do you know how many Buſhels of Grain goes to make 100 Gallons of 
Waſh?—-t can't ſay. 


Do you know how many Gallons of Spirit you can extract from 100 o Gallons 
of Waſh :I don't know, | 


1s the Grain that was chie fly uſed, Scotch or Engliſh ?-—T don't know, 


Can you ſay how many Hogs or Cattle were fatted from the Retule of Mr. 
Has s Still? I don't know, 


What is meant by the Seat of the Still ?— The Fir ire Place chat the Still is built 


Did you at different pines ut 77 9 La on the ſame "Bo: ?— When 
one was burnt down, another of the ſame Size was ready to be Put up. 


Did you keep ſpare Stills to ſupply the Place of damaged one's? The Still 
What Time did it take to remove a Still from the Seat that was burt, and 
Do you recollect, in any Inſtance, the Low Wine Still to be made Ut of 19 
What Proportion of Mr. Haig's Spirits were ſold i in BCOOanGs and what Part 


W ithdre W. 


WILLI AM COGA N, belongs to as Diſtillery 4 Mr. Haig, at 
5 Lochrin, 


Called i In, and. examined. 
How many Times are the Stills at that Diſtillery, upon an Average, worked 


How much Waſh does it take to produce Twenty Engliſh Gallons of common 


produce Twenty Gallons of One to Ten over Hydrometer Proof. 
How much of that Waſh does it take to Tn aged Gallons of Gin ?— 


Have 
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e the Stills ever been damaged in the Courſe of their Working?—Very 
much. | 


| What occafioned the Damage _— putting too | mich Fire, and forcing them 
200 Rr. 


Were the Works ever ſtopt by theſe Accidents es 1 have ee them 
Hope Ten Days at a Time. 


Have you k nown that happen frequetitly That of Ten Buys only Nee; bot 
frequently for One, Two, Three, Four, or Five Days. | 


Have you not frequently leſt a conſiderable An, of War by applying. 
too much Fire?: es, a great deal. | 


Were not the Spirits much damaged by thoſe 3 Accitems ey much Ga 
maged, and rendered good for nothing. 


Has the Proprietor of this Diſtillery taken down any Stills lately re, he 
took down One in November, which held 1,100 and odd Gallons, 


Why was it taken down? don't know, | | 


Are you acquainted with the Number of Cattle or Swine that Mr. Hat fat- 
tened He feeds no Cattle or Swine, but ſells the Refuſe to the Cow Feeders. 


Is it Engliſh or Scotch Grain Mr. 5 uſes $7—Partly both, but 1 don' t know 
in what Proportion. 5 


How many Days are loſt in a Vear boy the n to the Stills . great 
N umber, more than Forty. 


Did your Diſtillery ever n - on a Sunday ? —Somerimes nw the Waſh 
was ſpoiling. K 


Are the Spirits made for Home Conſumption. the Foy as for the London 
Market ?—The ſame. 


Did they ever wofk on \ Sundays bas the paſſing of the late Act W 


Why does the ſame Quantity of Gin require more Waſh than the ſame Quan- 
tity of Spirits !——Becauſe the Waſh is made weaker. 


Did they work more * on Sundays | before the poſing of the AQ, or 
now e the _ 
Wibdren. TT” 


ALEXANDER FATRLY, 99 of Mr. Stein's Workman, at 
Kilbegie, TG 1 5 


Called in, and examined. 


Did Mr. Stein, after the licenſing Ad, erect additional Works to ans he had 
before? Very great Additions. , _ EE 


To what Value do you ſuppoſe . 6. 1 5 0c mY 5 
For what Purpoſe? In conſequence of his Intention to make Gin: 


Did not Mr. John Stein expend a conſiderable Sum in the ſame Manner — 
He certainly did, but I had no Opportunity of knowing the Sum. 


Was he not at the Expence of bringing over Diſtillers from Holland e 
he brought Two. 5 


Don't you know the Gin Trade was put a 5 to?—In a great Meaſure it 


Was. 
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a very heavy Loſs, 


much. 


of them. 
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By nt t?——By want of Peemics- to Wir Dun, n and Agens, n 
the Exciſe in Scotland. | 


Don't you conceive that a conſiderable Lok was ſuſtained by that — 


Mere not Part of the Buildings Rwy Stills pulled down ran in the Month 


| of November Part of them were pulled down. 


Upon that, did not you begin making Raw Spirits 3 he 12 Malt | in a 
greater Proportion than you did — 2 To a much greater Extent. 


How often, upon an Average, were the Stills W in en Hours? 


Not exceeding Four Times. 


Did they work on Sundays? No, they gopped 5 Ten to Fifteen rs 
on Sundays, and the ſame on the Faſt Days as appointed by the Church. 


© = ax not the Stills e nw ute burnt oy TS !—Very 
Often. 7 


Were your Works interrupted by hes 3 6 hs Sneding for Six, 
Seven, or Eight Hours at a Time, and ſometimes for ſome Days. 


Have not Meſſrs. Stein "How up working a conſiderable Part of der 
Stills dee, | 


How much . jt odd Delis, 
1 did they give them up? — On the 3 or EY of November 


Is not that foe moſt es Seaſon for Pikillery — thidk i it is. 
Do you know Mr. Stein's Farm re. 
What is the Extent of it ?—1,500 Scotch Acres and upwards. 
What Rent does he pay? — 15. an Acre, on an Average, 
Was it not very poor: Land when he firſt came into Poſſeſſion of i it r 


poor indeed. 


What is it worth now, if be was to Ray it 2 25 s, to 30s, an Acre, 
How many Acres of Wheat has he ſown this Year ?— About 200. | 
Has not the Farm been improved by the Means of the Ow vey 


How | many Oxen did Mr. Stein fatten lat Year Tae e 700. 


How many Ho 05 From a to 3,000 ; I am ſpeaking of Mr. James Stein's 
Farm; I am not ſo well acquainted with Mr. John Steins Farm, but believe 


it to be about 300 Acres. 


Does not Mr. John Stein, with the Cattle he keeps, n not only manure his own 
Farm, but ſupplies ſome of his N cighbours with Manure n A e 9 


1 4 1 


_ How many es dean i bed ?—From 4 to 500. 
Do not Meſſrs, Stein get the Coal they uſe from their own Farms? Fes. 
| What is the Expence of a Ton of Coal to them At an Average about 44. 


OS 
a 
i. 
; * 
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Don't they grind all their Corn at their own Mills —Yes. 


Have they Water jult about their Works ?—The Water comes s through Us, - 


Works : Two Falls Lithin, and One without. 


Have they an caſy Communication with the Sea n they have a Canal 


to the Sea. 


What is che Coſt of warchouſing Grain ar b thoſe Places About Th 8 5 


Farthings per Quarter. 
What Wages do they pay to their Wark —9⁴ and 104. per Day. GRP 


What Number of Buſbels of Grain 80 to making 190 Gallons of W aſh bond 


can't anſwer that. 


6: 4 


What was the Reaſon of Mr. Stein? S leaving off working the Stills 85 1 
not 


vember laſt They were chiefly Leg in yuh JS, and wel. £6 
get Permits, 


Was that a temporary Sobwntion, or a z permanent One (oe conſidered. it 18 


permanent one, becauſe the Stills were ſold. 


Ate the Gin stills made upon a different anion 0 8s s not t to obe appli 
cable to other common Purpoſes of Diſtillation ? No. 


rage !-—From £ 4. to £5. EH. 
How long does it take to 8 an Ox 1 Six Months. 


Do you think chat Mr. James Steins gteateſt Profit ariſes from his 11 
and fattening Cattle, or from the Sale of the Spirits Fn l was . . the 
Cattle and Farm he would not carry on the Buſineſs, * 


On what are the Oxen fed ? With Grain of the ſpent Waſh. - 


| How do they feed their Oxen ſince my have diſcontiaued cheir Still —1 he 
Cattle were not then en bought 8 


1s Freight and Inſurance paid on the Spirits carried 5 the London dltker? 
—_ carries them in his own Veſſels. 


Is there not a Commiſſion paid to ontebody for enn den 9 —14 dn ' kno 
_ whether it is 4 Commiſſion or Salary, - bat: 


Is not Barm a great Article in the Diftltery ps believe? it ppb 1 1% 
© Is not that imported from London i in great Quantities ?—Part from Lo ndon 


4 1 FT 5 * 


and Part from Scotland. | "I 
What is the Net Profit upon the Hogs, or on each Hes. that Mer Stein makes ' 
— don't know. 
Ho do you know the "Profit 6 on the ed 4 3 the Hogs 3 
_ are A dll LOGIN * Me. Aron en 29g Fred the Carle. | 

45 dE = | Wichdrew. | 10 % 

| * - 'F yo „ 0 : 1 | ＋ | ii A 
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What is the Profit Mr. A acts en enen thr he fans on an Ave. 
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-lity muſt {ell at an inferior Price. 


7 10 an LE n. N. ar. 


ANDREW MACKENZIE, _—_ 8 Meſſrs 78. Hag and. Co. * Cannon 
: NE and Haig and Co. of Lochrin. 8 i 


| Called i in, and examined. i ee eee, e 8 ö 
Do you make Sales in LE of Spirits ſent to you from Scotland ?—Yes, 


What was the Market Price of Spirits in July, Auguſt, and September laſt 7 
1 o the beſt of my Remembrance from J. 66 to Le 0 HS, Ton, 9 . 


Did the Prices fall about that T ime.— Ves. 


„* much —1t fell ( 7. per Ton in One Week t the Beginning: = November 
mT , 


Was the Quantity of Spirits fone to you at that Time ſufficient to produce that 
Fall ?—1 think it was not. At the Commencement of the preſent Law we had 
5 or no een ; = we 1 a N or no Stock * Leone Remainder of 1. 


Was there any other Fall beſides that you Five ny and when! . 
Ten. the End of e {wig chere was "Liother: PRE of rind 1 3. per 
on. 


To vhat do you attribute both theſe Falls pale was ee ſaid at the — 0 
owing to a new TINT on * at ne and to the TONY 18515 from Scot- 


land. 


Do you not pey n more ang 25. 2 ae e Duties 4n oils River bs the Dit. 
ference between the Gauge and the Weight at which the Spirits are fold ?—I 
think we do. I have not exactly calculated i it; but T; believe it to be between 
11 and 2 per Cent. 


By the Mode of ſending out 2 We ſend © out by Weight, and we pay the Du- 
ties by the Gauge. The Meaſure is more than the Weight, 14 to 2 per Cent. 


Have you not been obliged to ſell the Spirit ſent from Scotland under the Mar- 
ket Price, owing to the inferior Quality of it? Soon after the preſent Law I had 
many Complaints of the inferior Quality, .and was 0 to __ at 12 8880 pans 
They were burnt and otherwiſe damaged. 


' Under the Diſadvantages you have fared, ed, have the Imporcb had eb chan ful? 
—- No; 1 think not. 


What has been the ee price of . Spirits the laſt Three Months = 
1 ſuppoſe about /. 57. or C. 58. per Ton. 


What has been the Price of FO Spins during the fume Time ?— 3 
and { 60. 

What is the Difference owing to —1 here was wy a Difreace 15 20, 30, 
and 40. a Ton. | 5 | 


Would not the bringing $00,000 Gallons i into this Market in the — 5 of a HY 
Months naturally lower the Market? The Quantity is very large, but I don't 
think it would, for the Conſumption has been very great, the Stocks are now 
' ſmall, The Conſumption has been adequate to the Supply. ä 


Is there ſlill a Demand for all the Scotch Spirits that are brought into hi Mar- 
ket ?—1 believe there is, with this Difference, that which is of an inferior Qua- | 


Do 


#+ # 


Do you believe, from your Experience, that a much larger Quantity of Spirits 
would find a Sale in this Market? —I believe a 18 9 . * 
. Sale; but how much I can't 11 
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JAMES DUNSMURE, 7 ns far ſome Scotch Bille {Aiechiſon and 


Brown) and ſells Spirits for them imported from Scotland. 


Called in, and examined. ie nn ga tonne oe TALON TIA 
What was the Price of Spirits in July, Chi and A er 2 believe U 
the nominal Price, by the London Diſtillers, was C. 70. 0 


Was there any conſiderable Fall in the Price, and when RO? 7 sener 8 


was a Fall of L.7 per Ton; a little Time after there was another Fall of 4.3 
per Ton. The Duty was then increaſed to J. 5. per Ton. 


Was there ſuch a Quantity of Scotch Spirits 5 1985 as to account for the 
Fall I don't believe there was. 


4 


10 FI did you attribute the Fall 33 Rap it 28 1 by che Lond * 
Diſtillery to ſtop the Scotch People from coming to their Market. 


Do you ſuffer any Diſadvantage by paying the Duty by the Gauge kb 


Spirits being gauged, we can ſeldom deliver the Quantity we pay the Duty, for, | 
owing to the Spirits being delivered to the Rectifiers by Wen This! r 


at 1 per Cent.; 1 ſpeak this for myſelf only. 


Have you not received Spirits ſo damaged from Scotland as to beobliged to fa 


hi at an under Price I have received of an inferior Quality from Scotland, 


whether damaged or no 1 can't 635 ; bur 1 HSE been N co en it at an _ 


Price. 5 


- How are "hs 1 8 8 al on thoſe Spirits PE as are landed ha is 4 | 
Depo fit made when the Spirits are in the River, and when they are Sauged wy 


-— Oifcers: the Remainder of the Duty is paid. 


1s the Remainder of the Duty paid on their Susa . or i thetr being taken 


away from the Quay ?—Sometimes one and ſometimes another, 


Do not the Spirits in general ee" on the Wy till you fell them to hh 


Rectifier They do not. 


| Have you been informed that the London Diſtillers have dens Stocks of Sir 5 


on their Hands at this Time _ don t CANON nor Hove | heard th 
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REPORT er the Board of Exciſe in Scotland reſpe&ing Diſtilling in the 
ls Highlands; dated 3 iſt of March 1781. | 


To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's 
A MEMORIAL relative to the private Diſtillery in the Highlands, and Northern 
BY an Att 12 Geo. III. cap. 46, * For the more effectual preventing of Frauds | 
in the Revenues of Exciſe, with reſpe& to Tea, Low Wines and Spirits,” 
It is enactei that, &c. Sections 8 and g recited, —  _ „ 


14 Geo, III. cap. 73. ſeck. 2. recitec. 
4159 Ges. III. cap. 30. ſect. 1. recited, 11 
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The manifeſt and avowed Intention of the Legiſlature in po ig theſe ſeveral 
Acts, regulating the Size of the Still, was to prevent the Uſe of ſmall Stills ia 
large and populous Cities, whereby the Revenue was defrauded, and the Health 
and Morals of the lower Claſs of People rvined by the intemperate drinking of 
1 Spirituous Liquors manufactured in ſmall Stills from the worlt 
But the Principle, though juſt in this Inſtance, does not apply to ſeveral Parts 
of the Country, and particularly to the Highlands and Northern Parts of Scot- 
land, where a wholeſome . formerly diffilled at Home, from Habit and the 
Mature of the Climate, is abſolutely neceſſary for the Health and Comfort of the 
In that Country, where there are neither Trade nor Manufactures, the People 
depend wholly upon the Plough and on their Cattle for Support, both of which 
were greatly promoted by the Uſe of private Stills. Firſt, by encouraging the 
Growth of Barley, which the Tenant either diſtilled or ſold to his Neighbours for 
that Uſe, and was thereby enabled to pay his Rent to the Landlord. Secondly, 
the Straw and Grains fed the Cattle in the Winter Seaſon, when no Forage could 


be had. , 2 5 | 
ed, and Smoggling and the Uſe of Foreign 


By this too the Revenue was incr 
„ To 1 530 0þ U T ee 
But theſe Reſources are entirely cut off by the above recited Acts. Firſt, be- 
«cauſe the Hoverty of the People, and the Want of Fuel, it is utterly impoſſible to 
erect ſuch a Stil as the Law requires, or if erected there could be no Market 
found for its Produce in a Country thinly inhabited at any Time, and now de- 
populated by the Numbers of Men ſerving in his Majeſty's Armies. Secondly, 
the Barley being of an inferior Quality, if not diſtilled at Horne it cannot be 
ſent to a Foreign Market, And Thirdly, for Want of the Straw and Grains, the 
Cattle muſt periſh in a long and dreary Winter, when the Country is covered 
with Snow. | . 
All theſe Circumſtances, united to the heavy Taxes neceſſarily impoſed for the 
Support of the War, have, in the Courſe of laſt Winter, produced the moſt fatal 
Conſequences in the utter Ruin of many peaccable and induſtrious Families, on 
| mans ens Sums have been levied for Penalties, not only without any Advantage, 
but to the total Annihilation of the Revenue, by ſtopping the Diſtillery, 


It has been calculated that a Still of 400 Gallons yields C. 200 Annually of 
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Revenue 


Revenue to Government, or 1056. per Gallon, when conſtantly ee, But 


as the Farmer in the Highlands only diſtils ſeldom, and when not employed in 


the Fields, his Still, it is thought, could not produce ſo much Duty, but never- 
theleſs with a View to remedy the intolerable Hardſhips on the People, and to 


increaſe the Revenue to Government, Two very pen e Objeas; the following 5 


Amendment of the Law is humbly ſubmitted: | 

That a Bill ſhould be brought into Parliament, em owering the Corciilllnces 
of Exciſe to permit the Uſe of Stills under 100 Gall ns, within certain Diſtricts 
of the Country, on the Perſon uſing the fame paying at the Rate of 105. 


a Year for each Gallon contained in ſaid Still, without being ſubject to the 


Survey of the Officers of Exciſe, or the Payment of any other Duty. 

By this Means Government would raiſe a conſiderable Revenue where none 
now ariſes, and Comfort and Happineſs would be reſtored to a poor, but brave 
and hardy Race of People, who have 1 bled een in a = the 9 7750 Win in 
the Cauſe of their King and Country. 


May it therefore pleaſe your Laa to take the Prerniſes i into Confider- | 


ation, and to do therein as your e They thiok Prager 55 
R E FE RE NC E. 


The Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's 8 are ag to refer this 


Memorial to the Commiſſioners ' of -His Majeſty's Exciſe in Scotland, who are 


directed to examine into the ſame, and aer, to their N thei Jo 97978 


of what may be fit to be done therein. 


Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, Sy: : 1 e 
the 17th Day « of February 1781. Se Jb. bie 


May i it VEE your Lordlhips, 


IN obedience to your Lordſhips 'Ocder of Reference on the ——— « — 
rial relative to the private Diſtillery in the Highlands and Northern Parts of 


Scotland.“ we have examined 1 into the ſeveral Particulars 915 ſet forth, and beg 
leave to report, 

That fince-the paſſing of the Acts 14 Geo. III. c. 73 and 19 Geo. I. 0. 50. 
(particularly the latter, by which the Size of Stills allowed for private Uſe in 
Britain is reduced to Two Gallons Content, and a Power is given to Officers of 
Exciſe to ſeize and carry off concealed and illegal Stills) the Diſtillery Duties 


in Scotland have inereaſed conſiderably, in ſo much as laſt Year to have amounted 


to upwards of C. 35, ooo; and from the late Erection of ſeveral new Diſtilleries, 
the Revenue ſrom this Branch ſeems likely to riſe ſtill more. All or moſt of 
thoſe entered Diſtillers reſide in the very Centre of the Lowlands of Scotland, 


viz. in the Lothians, Fife, and Stirling. Counties. The conſiderable Sum of 


Duties they now pay is an Object of Importance in this. Country, and on that 
Account they think themſelves entitled to ſome Degree of Attention. They 


have complained of Two Articles, which, they affirm, equally affect their 


Trade and the Revenue of the Kingdom; one of thele is the immenſe Quan- 
tity of Aquavitæ that is daily poured into the Lowlands from Ferrintoſh, in 
conſequence of a deſtructive Right of Exemption from Dutics claimed by Mr. 
Forbes of Culloden, of which we have had frequent Occaſion to take particular 
Notice to your Lordihips ; the other is, that very conſiderable Quantities of 
Aquavitæ diſtilled in the Highlands, and almoſt inacceflible- Parts of the 
Country, in Stills of illegal Size, either from their own Barley, or from Barley 
Wanſporced thither for that Purpoſe, have — been run down. * the Low- 
5 . | . lands, 


4 
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REPORT of the Board of Excis i in Scotland ting OY in the 
Highlands; dated 31ſt of March 1781. 


1 5 | re the Right 2 Nad Commiſtioners of His Majeſty's 


A MEMORIAL e to the rivate Diſtillery i in the he Pighland, me Northern 
Faun of Scotland. 


Y an 14 12 as nt; od. 46, * For x more effetual | werendogef Weds 


« in the Revenues of Exciſe, with reſpect to T es, OV "Wines and Spirits, 
05 enacted that, & c. Sections 8 and 9 recited. N 


14 Geo. III. cap. 73. ſet. 2. recited, 
49 Geo. III. cap. go. ſeck. 1. r tedtets. | 


The manifeſt and avowed Intention of the Legiſlature ir in pang theſe 3 
the Size of the Still, was to prevent the Uſe of ſmall Stills in 


and Morals of the lower Claſs of People ruined by the intemperate drinking of 


| unwholeforne Spirituous Liquors manufactured in e Stills from the ma 


refients. 
has, the Principle, though juſt i in this Lollnnce, * at apply to ſeveral Rick 
of the Country, and particularly to the Highlands and Northern Parts of $cot- 
Anas cet formerly diftilled at Home, from Habit and the 
n, neceſſaty for he Health and Comfort of the 
Jnhabicants. - 


In that Country, where there are neither Trade nor Manfatteres, the People 
depend wholly upon the Tough, and on their Cattle for Suppott, both of which 

ſe of private Stills. Firſt, by encouraging the 
Growth of Barley, which the Tenant = diſtilled or ſold: to his Neighbours for 
that Uſe, and was thereby enabled to pay his Rent to the Landlord, Secondly, 


the Straw and Grains fed the Once in che Winter Seaſon, when no Fotage could 


be = 


By this too the Revenue way agreed, 1 Smvgghng and the Uſe of F ga 
Spit ts prevented. 


But es Reſources are entirely cut off by the above recited Ads, F inſt; be- 
enuſe the #overty of the People, and the Want of Fuel, it is utterly impoſſible t9 
erect ſuch a Still as the 1 requires, or if erected there could be no Market 


found for its Produce in a Country thinly inhabited at any Time, and now de- 


populated by the Numbers of Men ſerving in his Majeſty's Armies. Secondly, 
the Barley being of an inferior Quality, if not diſtilled at Horne ir/ catmot be 


' ſent to a Foreign Market. And Thirdly, for Want of the Straw and Grains, the 


Cattle muſt periſh in a long and dreary Winter, when the Country is covered 
with Snow. = 
All theſe Circumſtances, united to the heavy Taxes neceſſarily i impoſed for the 

Support of the War, have, in the Courſe of laſt Winter, produced the moſt fatal 
See uences in the utter Ruin of many peaccable and induſtrious Families, on 


whom large Sums have been levied for Penalties, not only without any Advantage, 


but to the total Annihilation of the Revenue, by ſtopping the Diſtillery. _ 
1 has been calculated that a Still a Gallons — L. 200 Annually of 


Revenue 


theleſs with a View to remedy the intolerable Hardſhips on the People, and to 


increaſe the Revenue to Government, Two very aper Objedts, the following 95 


Amendment of the Law is humbly ſubmitted: 
That a Bill ſhould be brought into Parliament, em owering the Conctlilionces 
of Exciſe to permit the Uſe of Stills under 100 Gall ns, within certain Diſtricts 


of the Country, on the Perſon uſing the ſame paying at the Rate of 10. 
a Year for each Gallon contained in ſaid Still, without being ſubject to the . 


Survey of the Officers of Exciſe, or the Payment of any other Duty. 


By this Means Government would raiſe a conſiderable Revenue hrs nene 
now ariſes, and Comfort and Happineſs would be reſtored to a poor, but brave 


and hardy Race of People, who have _— bled Son's in bovis: and oy "Oe WY in 
the Cauſe of their King and Country. 


May, it therefore pleaſe your Toa to take the Premiſes into 6 Cena : 


ation, and to do therein as your ae * müek, Frans : 


REFERENCE. 


＋ he Lords Commiſonere of His Majeſty's 8 are pleaſed to refer this 
Memorial to the Commiſſioners ' of His Majeſty's Exc i in Scotland, who are 
directed to examine into the ſame, and eg to. their memes l d. their Opinion 
of what may be fit to be done therein. ; 


Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, OP = e 
the 7th Dy of F e . 3 Geh 1% Wes 


May it DEER: your 1 
IN obedience to your Lordſhips Order of Reference on the annexed” « Memo- 


rial relative to the private Diſtillery in the Highlands and Northern Parts of 


Scotland.“ we have examined into the ſeveral Particulars therein. ſer forth, ag beg 
leave to report, 

That ſince the paſſing of the Acta 14 Geo. III. 0. 7 255 and 19 'Geo. 4 0. 50. 
(particularly the latter, by which the Size of Stills allowed for private Uſe in 
Britain is reduced to Two Gallons Content, and a Power is given to Officers of 


Exciſe to ſeize and carry off concealed and illegal Stills) the Diſtillery Duties 


in Scotland have increaſed conſiderably, inſo much as laſt Year to have amounted 
to upwards of {.35,000; and from the late Erection of ſeveral new Diſtilleries, 


the Revenue from this Branch ſeems likely to riſe ſtill more. All or moſt of 


thoſe entered Diltillers reſide in the very Centre of the Lowlands of Scotland, 


viz. in the Lothians, Fife, and Stirling Counties. The conſiderable Sum of 


Duties they now pay is an Object of Importance in this Counrry, and on that 
Account they think themſelves entitled to ſome Degree of Attention. They 


have complained of T'wo Articles, which, they a rm, equally affect their 


Trade and the Revenue of the Kingdom; one of theſe is the immenſe Quan- 


icy of Aquavitz that is daily poured into the Lowlands from Ferrintoth, ia 
conſequence of a deſtructive Right of Exemption from Dutirs claimed by M.. 


Forbes of Culloden, of which we have had frequent Occalion to take particular 
Notice to your Lordſhips ; the other is, that very. conſiderable Quantities of 
Aquavitæ diſtilled in the Highlands, and almoſt inacceſlible- Parts of the 
Country, in Stills of illegal Size, either from their own Barley, or from Batley 


ee thither for that Purpoſe, have alſo been run down into the LoW- 
„ | ey lands, 
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Revenue to Government, or 105. per Gallon, when conſtantly employed. But z 
as the Farmer in the Highlands only diſtils ſeldom, and when not employed in 
the Fields, his Still, it is thought, could not produce fo much Duty, but never- 
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lands, and having eſcaped Payment of Duty are thereby afforded much cheaper, 
and oſten better, than they can be had from thoſe public Diſtilleries.. 
On the other Hand, the Object of the Memorial now addreſſed to your 
Lordſhips, is to procure a legal Indulgence in favour of the Highlands and 
Northern Parts of Scotland; to permit the Uſe: of Stills under 100 Gallons 
within certain Diſtricts (not ſpecified) on paying the Rate of Ten Shillings a 
Year for each Gallon contained in ſuch Still, without being ſubje& to the Sur- 
vey of Officers, or to the Payment of any other Duty. | 
In ſupport of this Propoſal, the following Prepoſitions are endeavoured to be 
eſtabliſhed, or drawn as Concluſions from the Facts ſtated in the Memorial; 
1ſt, That the Extent of Diſtillation in the Highlands muſt be very trifling, from 
the Scantineſs and bad Quality of the Barley produced there, and from the ſmall 
Number of Inhabitants who are to conſume the Spirits; at the ſame Time this 
private Diſtillery is repreſented as ſo conſiderable and extenſive, that the Cattle 
of the Country are maintained, through a long and dreary Winter, by the 
Straw, the Grains, and the Refuſe of that Diſtillation : 2dly, That the Revenue 
was formerly increaſed by the Uſe of ſmall Stills in the Highlands : 3dly, That 
at preſent many peaceable and induſtrious Families are ruined, by large Sums of 
Money having been levied from them for Penalties for diſtilling ; and laſtly, It 
is calculated that a Still of 400 Gallons, when conſtantly employed, yields £.200 
a Year of Duty to Government, or at the Rate of 10s. per Gallon, 
1. Upon the firſt of theſe Obſervations we have only to remark, that it 
ſeems to contain Two Aſſertions rather contradictory to each other, and that the 
DiſtiJlation of Spirits in the Highlands would indeed be comparatively inconſi- 
derable, could it be confined ſolely to the Grain produced in theſe Parts, and to 
the excluſive Conſumption of the Inhabitants, neither of which we apprehend 
to have been formerly the Caſe, or now to be very practicabbeue. 
2. With reſpect to the alledged Increaſe of Revenue, from the former Uſe of 
ſmall Stills in the Highlands, we muſt obſerve that there is a Miſtake in this 
Part of the Repreſentation ; for very little Diſtillery Duty was ever paid in that 
Part of the Country, the Spirits having been generally, if not always, diſtilled in 
Stills below the Size allowed by Law to entered Diſtillers, and on Pretence of 
being for private Uſe, by which Means they were not chargeable, with Duty; 
ſo that in Point of Fact there has not been L. 500 of Revenue raiſed on this 


Branch in all the Highlands and Northern Parts of Scotland ſince the Year 1760, 


when the high Duties on the Diſtillation of Low Wines and Spirits took place. 
3. It is ſtated in the Memorial, © that many peaceable and induſtrious Fa- 
milies have, in courſe of laſt Winter, been vtterly ruined, among other Cauſes, 
by Means of large Sums of Money levied from them for Penalties, not only 
without any Advantage, but to the total Annihilation of the Revenue by ſtop- 
ping the Diſtillery :”” We have cauſed particular Enquiry to be made into the 
ruth of this Aſſertion, and we find that (excluſive of a Number of ſmall 
Stills, and ſome Spirits, &c. ſeized and condemned) the Amount of all the Pe- 
nalties impoſed and levied from Perſons for private diſtilling, in the Collections 
of Linlithgow, Perth, Aberdeen, Inverneſs, and Caithneſs, from 5th July 1779 
to 5th January laſt, is no more than . 216. 18s. 67.; and fo far from theſe 
"Fines being oppreſſive to Individuals, they have generally been but Five, Ten, 
Twenty, or at moſt Forty Shillings for each Offence, when the Penalty by Law 
was C. 200, and frequently the ſame Perſons have had their Stills ſeized and 
been fined in that Manner Four or Five different Times. 
4. The Calculation that a Still of 400 Gallons Content, when conſtantly em- 
ployed, yields C. 200 of Revenue to Government Annually, or at the Rate of 
10s, per Gallon, is very erroneous, and ſhort of what we apprehend to . = 
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Fact; ſor although there may be ſome Inſtances in Scotland of Stills of 400 
Gallons producing no more a Year than that Sum, owing partly to their remote 
Situation from the Reſidence of Officers, partly to the exceſſive Fraud continually 
carried on in that Branch, and perhaps to their not being wrought above a Half or 
Two Thirds of the Year, it is an undoubted Fact, that if a Diſtiller works con- 
ſtantly and tolerably fairly in a Still of 400 Gallons, Five Days every Week through 
the Year, the Annual Duty ariſing from it will be upwards of £. 1,800. But ſup- 
poſing him to work Six Months only in the Year, and Five Times in the Week, 
the Duty would be equal to /. 8co or /. 900; ſo that in place of 10s, Two 
Guineas for each Gallon of the Still's Content appears to be the loweſt Sum 
that ought to be paid for a Licence to diſtil in the Manner now propoſed, ſhould 
it ever be thought adviſable to adopt a Plan of that Kind. With regard to the 
Circumſtance of a Highland Farmer's diftilling ſeldom, and only when not em- 
ployed in the Fields, it is well known that the greateſt Part of the Diſtillation in 
the Highlands is carried on by Women, who are fit for, or employed in, nothing elle. 
Ir muſt be acknowledged, that in the cold and mountainous Northern Parts 
of this Country, Spirituous Liquors to a certain Degree are rather a neceſſary 
Article than a Luxury of Life, and it is certainly true that the comparatively 
ſmall Quantity and inferior Quality of Grain produced in the Highlands, pre- 
| vents it from being ſent to the Low Countries for Diſtillation, where high Du- 
ties are or ought to be paid. We ſubmit, however, to the ſuperior Conſi- 
deration of your Lordſhips, whether the Hardſhip complained of may not, in 
a great Meaſure, be removed, and the Inhabitants of theſe Parts ſupplied with 
this Article for their own Conſumption and Uſe, if nothing more is wanted, 
and it is not propoſed to carry on diſtilling as a Trade for the Supply of 
other Places, by each Family's having Recourſe to the Privilege at preſent 
allowed by Law of diſtilling, Duty free, for their own Uſe, in Stills not ex- 
ceeding Two Gallons Content. Though the Operation muſt be more frequently 
repeated, we are inclined to think, that in this Way a Quantity ſufficient for 
the Purpoſe of every private Family in the Highlands may be obtained, with- 
out any Alteration of the ſalutary Laws now in Force, or without Danger or 
Detriment to the Revenue, or of Injury ro thoſe Traders who carry on this 
Buſineſs, and pay ſo conſiderable Duties to Government in other Parts of this 
Country, to which the Indulgence requeſted by this Memorial is not meant 
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to extend. 1 | 1 
From theſe Conſiderations, therefore, we muſt take the Liberty of humbly 
ſignifying our Opinion to your Lordſhips upon the Whole, that there appear 
to us material Objections againſt, and probably bad Conſequences likely to ariſe 
from the Introduction of a partial and local Law, relative to a very eſſential 
Branch of the Revenue under our Management; more eſpecially as no Plan 
is ſuggeſted, nor perhaps can be deviſed, for confining the Effects of that Al- 
teration to the Produce and Conſumption of certain Diſtricts, without the Poſ- 
ſibility of its affecting, in a ſhort Time, the adjacent, and even the remote 
Parts of the Country, and the Revenue ariſing from them, in the ſame Manner 
as has been long fatally experienced, as a Conſequence of the local Exemption or 
Indulgence ſubſiſting in favour of the Lands of Ferrintoſh. 3 


We ſubmit our Opinion, however, and the Reaſons for it, with great Deſe- 
rence, to your Lordſhips better Judgment, and have the Honour to remain, 


molt reſpectively, : 

e May it pleaſe your Lordſhips, 

. N Your Lordſhips moſt obedient 

- - Exciſe Office, Edinburgh, and very faithful humble Servants, hg 
| %%% $98t2 41) (Signed) By the Commiſfioners of Exciſe. 


Ĩo0o the Right Honourable the Lords 
.Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, 
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REPORT of the Board of Exciſe in Scotland, reſpecting the Highland Diſ- 
. tllery z dated gth Apr . 
Na, , ee 7 3's 5 „ 
| WE have attentively conſidered your Letter of the 2d Inſtant, in which you 
are pleaſed to inform us, that a Bill has been brought into the Houſe of 
Commons for doubling the Duty on the Content of the Stills uſed in the Low- 
lands of Scotland ; and we are perſuaded that this Meaſure (eſpecially if it ſhould 
be followed by proper Regulations and Indulgencies in Favour of the Brewery) 
will tend not only to the Increaſe of the Revenue, but to the real and permanent 
Benefit of the Country. | TI Vf. 
_ You are alſo pleaſed to ſignify to us, that it was at firſt intended to double the 
Tax on the Highland Stills; but on a Repreſentation that it would be deſtruc- 
tive to the Diſtillery there, no more than 206. per Gallon was propoſed ; that 
even this is now ſtated to be too high, and that the Perſons in that Part of the 
Country will not be able to carry on their Buſineſs under that Increaſe ; and thar 
therefore Mr. Pitt is deſirous of having our Opinion ſtated to you, as clearly as 
oſſible, for his Information. In obedience to theſe Commands, we would 
RTE is refer to our ſeparate Report of this Date to their Lordſhips, re- 
ſpecting the different Acts that have paſſed for regulating the Highland Diſtil- 
leries, and for drawing the Line or Boundary of Separation from the Lowlands. 
Wich regard to the Duty proper to be impoſed on Stills uſed in the Highlands, 
we have the Honour to ſubmit the following Obſervations: _ TOE 


7 8 


Me readily admit, in the firſt Place, that while Two Parts of the ſame Country 
are made liable to a different Duty on the Manufacture of the ſame Commodity, 
there will be a Danger and Temptation of ſmuggling that Article from thoſe Parts 
on which the lower Duty only attaches; and we are alſo perſuaded, in point of 
Fact, that ever ſince the Exciſe Duty upon Spirits was by Law made leſs in the 
Highlands than in the Lowlands, conſiderable Quantities have been endeavoured 
to be ſmuggled from the one into the other; but we very much incline to think 
that the greater Part of the Spirits diſtilled in the Highlands, are really drank or 
conſumed in the Highlands, To theſe general Obſervations we have further to 
add, our clear Opinion, that, in proportion to the Difference betwixt the Two 
Rates of Duty, the Danger of ſuch Smuggling and the Temptation ſo to ſmuggle, 
will be increaſed accordingly. )) 8 
Notwithſtanding all which, and although it occurs to us as a clear Principle of 
general Taxation, that all Parts of the ſame Country, and particularly thoſe nearly 
contiguous, and under ſimiliar Sitvations and Circumſtances, ſhould be liable to 
the ſame Duties, and Laws and Regulations, we conceive that there is in the 
Caſe of the Highland Parts of Scotland, properly ſo called, and when juſtly diſ- 
criminated, a very material and natura! Diſtinction, with reſpect to the Manufac- 
ture and Uſe of Spirituous Liquors, from what docs and ſhould take place in 
thoſe Parts, which are termed and known to be the Lowlands, or richer and more 
extenſive Part of Scotland, In the former, the moderate Conſumption of Spirits 
is reckoned as a neceſſary, and notas a luxurious or pernicious Article of Life, which 
with many local and peculiar Circumſtances, ſuch as the inferior Quality of the 
Grain and Nature of the Fuel, the ſmall Size of the Stills that are and only can 
be uſed there, the very different and flower, and leſs productive Proceſs of the 
Operation of diſtilling, and the Difficulty or rather Impoſſibility of making and 
conveying to the requiſite Diſtances, a ſufficient Quantity of fermented Malt Li- 
quors to ſupply the Place of Spirits, all contribute to eſtabliſh the e e 
if not Neceſſity, of obſerving a Diſtinction betwixt the Rate of Duty to be pail 


upon the Diſtillation of Spirits in the Highlands and in the Lowlands of Scot= : 


To apply theſe general | Obſervations, ; we have to notice, | that | Lowland: Dit. | 
tillers at preſent pay . q. per Gallon per Annum on the Content of their Stills, 


in full of the Duty on all the Spirits they make, which Duty is eſtimated (ac- 
cording to the beſt Calculations made from the Operations of ſome of the 


moſt conſiderable Diſtilleries) to be rather leſs than 44. per Gallon on the 


Spirit. They alſo pay the legal Duty upon the Malt they uſe, which is in 
general ſuppoſed not to be above One Fourth Part of the Grain made uſe of 
in Diſtillation. That Highland Diſtillers at preſent pay 306. per Gallon on the 
Content of their Stills, which Stills cannot be leſs than 30, nor more than 


40 Gallons Content. Thus a Highland Still of 40 Gallons Content pays . 60. 


a Year of Duty, for which the Diſtiller is entitied to have Permits for 1,660 
Gallons of Spirits, and no more; and to make and uſe in Diſtiltation 250 Bolls, 
or 1,500 Buſhels'of dry Malt, and no more, free of Malt Duty, which on theſe 
1,500 Buſhels would have amounted to {.49. 45. 41 d. There remains, there- 
fore, for the Spirit Duty only C. 10. 155. 7 4 d. on 1,660 Gallons, equal to 
One Penny Halfpenny and a Fraction per Gallon on the Spirit. 
When the Duty on the Content of the Stills in the Lowlands is raiſed to 
L. 18. per Gallon, it is, upon the above Calculation, ſuppoſed to be equal to 
about 8 4. per Gallon on the Spirit diftilled ; and undoubtedly, if the preſent 
Rate of Duty at 30s. per Gallon is continued upon the Highland Diſtiller, and 


he diſtils no more Annually than his legal Quantity of 1,660 Gallons, there 
will be the vaſt Difference betwixt 8 d. and 1 d. per Gallon on the Spirit, a 


Proportion which we conceive to be unequal and dangerous. If he diſtils 
more than the legal Quantity, which we believe can be done, the Difference 
will be increaſed in proportion” o. | 

When the firſt Licence Duty in the Lowlands was (upon the moſt falſe 
and erroneous Repreſentations and Calculations) fixed in 1786 at 30g. per 
Gallon of Still's Content, the Highland Duty was 205, per Gallon, ſubje& to 


the above Reſtrictions, When it was doubled in the Lowlands in 1788; the 


Highland Duty was ſuffered to remain as before; and when, in 1793, the Low- 
land Duty was trebled to /. 9. per Gallon, it was at firſt; propoſed, that the 
then Highland Duty fhould alſo be trebled ; but in conſequence of certain Re- 
preſentations from the Northern Counties as to its Height and Effect, it was 
reduced to 40 5. per Gallon, and accordingly, in the Reſolutions. of the Com- 
mittee of Supply, reported to the Houſe of Commons on the 16th May 1793, 


it was put down at 40s. per Gallon ; and in the End it was fixed at 3os. in 
Conſideration (as we are well informed) of the Exemptions being at the ſame 


Time confined. to the ſtrict and proper Highland Boundaries, prevented from 
reaching nearer. than Two Miles to the Northward of the Line, and from 
extending within Three Miles of certain Parts of the Highland Sea Coaſts, 
Under all the Circumſtances ſtated, we would, with great Deference, ſubmit 
as our candid Opinion, both with reſpe& to the Revenue and the' Country, That 


the doubling of the exiſting Licence Duty of 3c s. per Gallon on the Content 


of the Highland Stills, (under the ſame Conditions and Reſtrictions with re- 
ſpe& to Quantity, &c. as at preſent take place) will not be deſtructive to that 
Manufacture, or prejudicial to the Diſtillers or Conſumers; and that ſuch an 
Increaſe of Duty ſeems to be neceſſary to preſerve upon a fair Footing of Equa- 
lity the different Situation and Intereſts of the Two Parts of the Kingdom, after. 
impoſing the additional Duty of J. 9. per Gallon, on the Content of the Stills 
% ²⁰ m ED ons 1 ef is nes ts el 
Upon this Subject an Idea has been recently ſuggeſted to us, which we ſubmit 
to ſoperior Conſideration, viz. That upon * ſame Principle by which Spirits 
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manefaQtured in Scotland are permitted to be into England, on Pay- 
ment of the like Duty with that paid by the Cagi Diſtiller, Permiſſion 
ſhould be given to bring into the e, (under certain Reſtrictions and 
Regvlarions Highland-made Spirits upon Payment of the higheſt equalizing 
Duty per Gallon, to which any Lowland Diſtiller is ſuppoſed to be ſubjected. 
T his ermiſſion, it is ſtated,” while it would bring an Addition to the Revenue, 


will remove the great Temptation to, and: Cauſe of the Smuggling of Highland 


Spirits to the Southward, from the preſent Impoſſibility of procuring for private 
Uſe, without Smuggling, a pure and wholeſome Spirit diſtilled by Peat and 


from Malt only, for which Gentlemen and Families in the Lowlands are wil- 


ling to pay the higheſt Tax to which the Lowland Dittiller is or can hoe 9 79270 


liable for the Gallon of his Spirits. 


All which is humbly ſubmitted, by 


Sir, 
Your moſt obedient Servants, 
| Bxciſe Office, Bdioburgh, LE James Stodart, 
e 8 /m T8 


Geo. Roſe, Eſq. Jobn Grieve, 


appendix, N⸗ 24. 


REPORT by Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, of the Reſult of the 
i e a Diſtillery at Whithorn, | 5 


Sir, 
IN a. of your Letter to us of the 1 th Inſtant, intienatich a State- 
ment made to the Committee on Diſtillery regarding the Operations of a 


Diſtiller of the Name of N' Guffog, at Whithorn, with a Still of Twenty 
Gallons Content, as therein ſpecified, we gave immediate Directions to the proper 


Superviſor to inveſtigate the Facts, and report to us, a Copy of which we 


on tranſmit you for the Information of the Committee. 


We remain, 
| Sir, 
135 | TT Your moſt bumble PO ou 
Exciſe Office, Edinburgh, | * T. Wharton. 
. a5th May 1798. ; | Juobn Grieve. 
i 8 Es . rabam. 
John Bonar, Eſq. e * 


Honourable Sirs, 


- N conſequence of your Honours Orders of the 18th Conn I Linon 
ed to Whithorn, and made Enquiry reſpecting Anthony M Guffog and Co. 

te Diſtillers there, who had Licence from 10th October 1796 to 10th October 
EY for Two Stills, the one of Sixty-three Gallons Content, and the other of 
teen Gallons ; but took the Benefit of the Indulgence granted by the Act 
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Still, and continued working the Eighteen: Gallon: Still,” from which they only 
diſtilled about Fifty Gallons per Week of Malt Spirits, One to Four over Proof. 
At or about 10th April 1797, they changed this Still, when they got a Twenty 
Gallon Still of a new Conſtruction, with which they continued to work from ioth 
April as above to roth October 1797; from this Still they made upon an Average 
Weekly. 150 Gallons Proof Spirits from Malt ; theſe Spirits they ſold at 5. 6d. 
per Gallon, after being reduced to One in Six under Proof, which is 175 Gallons 
in the Week of Spirits One in Six under Proof, at the Rate of-9,100 Gallons. in 
the Year, Sundays excluded, as it appears they left off working regularly at 12 

_otiecit on hs Saturday Evenings. don 8 

Theſe Traders were not under Survey of the Officer as reported; any Infor- 
mation received by him was in conſequence of attending to receive the Spirits 
into Bond, for Security of the Payment of Duties, which Spirits were lodged in a 
Houſe near the Diſtillery, | Teh hw, 55 ö 

„Whithorn, Honourable Sirs, & c. | 
May ik, 1798. EG tte 2b Thomas Spens. 


Honourable Commiſſioners of | 
Exciſe; Edinburgh, i © Es 
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R ETU RN by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, reſpecting the general . 
„ Mode of carrying on the Survey on Diſtillery, from 1776 to 1786, N f 


T H E Committee of the Houſe of Commons, on the Scotch Diſtillery, hav- 
ing ſignified their Deſire to be furniſhed by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in BB 
Scotland, with authentic Information concerning the general Mode in which the _—_ 

Survey on the Diſtillery was carried on from 1776 to 1786; the Commiſ- | 1 

ſioners, in compliance with this Requiſition, have directed their Minutes, general 1 
Orders, and other official Papers on the Subject, to be examined, and have in = 
conſequence thereof to report the following Particulars ; 5 „„ 
For many Tears previous to 1776, the Buſineſs of Diſtillation in Scotland 1 

does not appear to have been carried on to any great Extent; and from all 
the Information which can now be collected reſpecting it, there is Reaſon to q 
believe, that the Frauds practiſed during that Period by the entered Diſtillers were 
inconſiderable both in Number and Magnitude. Againſt ſuch Frauds as were at- 
tempted, the general Inſtructions to Officers ſurveying that Claſs of Traders, 

- containing the uſual Directions for making frequent Surveys with unexpected 
Returns, uſing every proper Endeavour to diſcover unentered Utenſils or con- 
cealed Commodities liable to Duty, taking Account of all the Operations go- 
ing on, ſetting forward the Proper Charges of Duty therefrom, and taking the 

_ necefary Meaſures for the Detection of Frauds, were, upon the Whole, found a 

ſufficient Protection to the Revenue, when followed up by R againſt 

Diſtillers with whom Detections were at any Time made. In ſact, the gent = 
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Frauds then practiſed in this Branch of the Revenue, were carried on by 
Means of private Diſtillation in unentered Stills, working under Pretence of 
making Spirits for private Uſe only, and as ſuch not ſubject to Duties or 
Survey, but really and a&ually employed in making Spirits for Sale. This 
Mode of 'Smuggling was at one Time carried on to an Extent that ſeemed almoſt 
to threaten the Extinction of the Revenue from Diſtillery in Scotland; and by 
the Deficiency of the Laws then in Force, was with great Difficulty and very 
inadequately checked; for as every Perſon was then allowed to uſe, in mak- 
ing Spirits for his own Conſumption, a Still not exceeding Ten Gallons Content, 
anc ths Officers of Exciſe were not empowered to ſeize and carry off illegal 
Stills diſcovered by them, the Multitude of private Diſtillers was enormous, 
and many notorious Offenders eſcaped Puniſhment, either from the Uncertainty 
of finding Proof of their having made Spirits for Sale, or from the Facility with 
which their Stills were removed and tranſported from Place to Place as ſoon as 

they were detected and reported for Proſecution. FER 55 
So long as Matters ſtood thus, the principal Exertions of the Officers of Ex- 
eiſe were neceſſarily directed to the Suppreſſion. of this extenſive and danger- 
ous Fraud: The Laws were put in Force ſo far as they would go, and repeated 
Repreſentations were made by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe to the Lords of the 
Treaſury, ſtating the Deficiency of the Laws, and the Neceſſity of an Amend- 
ment. At length, in 1779, a new Act was paſſed, the Stat. 19 Geo. III. c. 50, 
by which the moſt material Defects in the former Laws were remedied; the Size 
of Stills for private Uſe being reduced to T'wo Gallons, and Power given to the 
Officers of Exciſe to ſeize and carry off all Stills above that Content employed 
in Diſtillation. By a ſubſequent Act, paſſed Two Years after, the Stat. 21 
Geo. III. c. 55. (1781.) The Liberty of private Diſtillation was entirely taken 
away. The Officers of Exciſe were thus enabled very ſoon to cut off, in a great 
Degree, the chief Source of Fraud in the Diſtillery then exiſting. 
n conſequence of the Suppreſſion of private Diſtillation, the legal and entered 
Diſtillery” began about this Time to flouriſh, and the Amount of Duties in 
that Branch of the Revenue to riſe very rapidly. By the State of Amounts for- 
merly tranſmitted to the Committee, it will be found that in the Year ending 5th 
July 1778, the Amount of Diſtillery Duty collected was only J. 9,283. 12 J. 6d. 
and in the following Year . 13,442. 145. 744; but in the Year ending 5th 
July 1780, it roſe to L. 32,684. 135. 6 44; and continued afterwards to rife, 
with ſome Variations, ſo long as it was levied by the Mode of Survey, © _ 
Ihe Commiſſioners of Exciſe were ſenſible, that as ſoon as the Trade of legal 
Diſtillation began, by the Operation of the above-mentioned Cauſes, to be carried 
on upon a greater and more extenſive Scale, Opportunities of Fraud would be 
multiplied ; and the ſame Degree of Attention and Vigilance on the Part of the 
Officers, which had ſecured the Payment of Duties from the former ſmall and in- 
conſiderable 'Traders, would be inſufficient when Perſons of large Capital embarked 
in the Buſineſs ; beſides enforcing, therefore, all the former Orders reſpecting this 
Branch of the Revenue, additional Regulations were made, as Circumſtances oc- 
Cr /%%%%/%%%%½ TD Oe Coo 
The firſt of theſe was iſſued on the 14th of April 1780, Previous thereto, no 
Officers had been appointed for the ſpecial Purpoſe of the Diſtillery Duties; the 
Officer of the Diviſion where Diſtilleries were ſituate being generally able, without 
Difficulty, to ſurvey theſe as often as was requiſite, as the Works were of ſmall 
Extent, and the Operations for the moſt Part inconſiderable. But at the above 
Date the Commiſſioners ordered, that in every Riding Diviſion in which there 
were any Diſtillers, an Expectant or Expectants (according to the Number of this 
Claſs of Traders) be ſtationed as courfing Officers, who ſhould ſux- 
= pron OT vey 


* 8 N . as g 
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at leaſt Tuo Nights every Week act as Watchmen on Diſtillers who kept 


their Stills running over Night. By the ſame Order, the Limitation of Permits 


for Britiſh Spirits in point of Time was ſhortened, and particular Directions were 
given for expreſſing therein the real Quality of the Spirits permitted. Both Col- 
jectors and Superviſors were enjoined to ſee theſe Regulations carried into Effect, 
and to report in the Diaries their Opinion of the Conduct of the Officers em- 
e nn Ar UETSY TOO oF OO THR a 

As a further Security againſt the illegal Practices then beginning to increaſe, 
Gilbert Ogilvie, an experienced Superviſor, who had been for many Years in the 
Service, was, on the 11th May 1780, appointed Inſpecting Superviſor fof the Sup. 
preſſion of Frauds in the Diſtillery and Sope Branches, within the Diſtricts of 
Linlithgow, Stirling, and the Vicinity, In his Nomination it was particularly 
ordered, that he ſhould act as a Check upon both Superviſors and Officers, as well 


as upon the Traders within the Bounds of his Appointment, Mr. Ogilvie con- 
tinued in this Station till March 178 3, when, from the State of the Diſtillery and 


Situation of the Country, the Office was deemed unneceſſary, and was accordingly 
laid aſide for a Time. | | JJ%%Cͤ th 4 


* 


" The Cornwiifioners of Exciſe having ſoon after learned; that fever DitMers 


made a Practice of opening and charging their Stills on Sundays in the Officer's 
| Abſence, directed, by general Letter of 14th November 1780, that Sutveys- 
ſhould be made for the Purpoſe of detecting theſe Frauds, and the Superviſors 
were ordered to report in their Diaries every Officer that neglected to do fo, 


To prevent the ſending away under Cover of Permits Spirits that Hack paid 


no Duty, the Board of Exeiſe had at different Times iſſued Injunctions in te- 
gard to che granting of Permits; and as the moſt effectual Check againſt Frauds 
of this Nature, they had directed their Officers always to aſcertain the Strength of 
Spirits by Means of the Hydrometet, with a View thereby both to identify in 
the Stocks of Diſtillers, the Spirits which had been charged with Duty, and to 
deſcribe them in the Permits fo. preciſely, that it ſhould be difficult or imprac- 
ticable to ſend out and diſpoſe of ſtrong Spirits, under Cover of Permits obtained 
for Spirits of + weaker Quality. To counteract this Check, the Diſtillers fell 


upon various Devices for impoſing on the Officers in regard to the Strength o 


Spirits, till the Commiſſioners found it neceſſary, on the 24th March 1781, to 


iſſue general Orders to their Officers, putting them on their Guard againſt theſe 
Practices, enjoining the ſtricteſt Attention in the Trial of the Strength of Spirits, 
as well as Accuracy in entering it in the Survey Books, and regulating the Allo - 
ance of Water Mixture, 1n the Manner that appeared moſt likely to prevent 
Abuſe by Means of it. Theſe Orders were repeated and enforced on the 27th 
Auguſt following, with further and particular Inſtructions for obviating, as much 
as poſſible, the bad Effects that there was Reaſon to apprehend might reſult from 


the unlimited Allowance of Water Credit, given by the Act 2t Geo. HI. c. 55. 


On the 8th May 1782, a particular Order was made againſt the Employment 


of young and unexperienced Officers in Diſtillery Diviſions; or the allowing any 


Officer to have the Charge of more than One Diſtillery Diviſion at a Time; the 


Superviſors were at the ſame Time directed to make frequent Surveys in all 
Parts of their Diſtricts, and the Collectors were enjoined to Examine minucely, 
whether Abuſes in theſe Reſpects exiſted in their Collection, and if {6 to have 
them immediately and effeQually correfted, . e 

Many Detections of Fraud having been made in conſeque | | 
Hydrometer, and conſiderable Seizures of Spirits removing with improper Permits, 


* 


t different Times having taken place, ſome of the great Diſtillers, who found 
pe Fon 75 this ſalutary Check, thought proper 
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the Service, exert themſelves to the utmoſt in getting an Account of all Waſh, 


as oſten as poſſible, and the Officers make frequent Returns at ſhort Intervals, 


Officer's Return, that they were running from the Charge he had before ſeen put 


enacted by the Stat. 23 Geo. III. cap. 70. ſtrict Orders were given, 2gth Sep- 


done, or in caſe of Neglect the Traders reported, that Proſecutions for the Pe- 


in trying the Strength of Home- made Spirits declared legal, and many ſalutary Re- 
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done more effrctually, every Superviſor was ordered to place an wx han in the 


and to make Viſits in the Night themſelves, that Frauds might be detected or pre- 
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to diſpute the Legality of the Uſe of that Inſtrument, and, upon a Trial in the 
Court of Exchequer, they prevailed ſo far as to have it found, that the Laws then 
in Force gave no Power to the Officer to mark the Strength of Britiſh Spirits 
upon Permits, or to apply the Hydrometer as a Check upon the Spirits in Stock. 
The Commiſſioners of Exciſe, upon this Deciſion being given, aware of the 
Latitude it would afford for the Commiſſion of Frauds, immediately iſſued ge- 
neral Directions, dated 19th September 1782, enjoining the utmoſt Attention in 
the Examination of Diſtillers Stocks as far the Law permitted, in the granting of 
Permits, and in the Entry of Places and Utenſils; and further they ſtrictly or- 
dered, that all Diſtillery Officers ſhould, under Pain of abſolute Diſmiſſion from 


that they ſhould never preſume, on any Pretence during the Time of charging 
the Stills, to leave the Still Houſe, but ſhould carefully witneſs the charging, and 
then lock and ſeal the Stills, that the Superviſors ſhould make unexpeRed Surveys 


after the Stills were charged; and in caſe of the Officers reſiding at a Diſtance 
from the Diſtillery, that Expectants ſhould be placed as Watchmen at all the Still 
Houſes where it appeared to be neceſſar x. „ 1 
As it appeared, 8 credible Information, that the Diſtillers found Means, in 
the Officer's Abſence, to open their Stills and charge them anew, pretending, on the 


into them, Orders were given, 8th July 1783, wherever ſuch Practices were 
ſuſpected, that One or Two Watchmen ſhould be employed, and a ftrit Eye kept 
on their Conduct, to ſee that they performed their Duty, .  _ 1 | 
Additional Regulations reſpecting Diſtillers Entries and Utenſils, having been 
tember 1783, for carrying theſe into Execution, and all Collectors were directed 
to cauſe their Superviſors and Officers to exert themſelves to ſee that this was 


nalties might be commenced, | _ ig „„ 55 
When by the Statute 24 Geo. 3. cap. 46. (1784) the Diſtillery Duties were 
conſiderably lowered, and laid entirely upon the Waſh, the Uſe of the Hydrometer 


ſtrictions reſpecting the Mode of carrying on diſtilling Operations introduced, 
the ele, men of Exciſe were ſatisfied that it would thereafter be more in the 
Power of, vigilant and attentive Officers to have the Revenue ſecured, and ac- 
cordingly very ſtrict and explicit general Orders, dated 28th October 1784, were 
iſſued for that Purpoſe. Collectors, Superviſors, and Officers, were all enjoined to 
pay the utmoſt Attentian on this Head, and no Endeavours were ſpared to ſee theſe 
Orders carried into effectual Executi... : 
Upon finding, by the Returns made to them from their Officers (1785), that 
many Diſtillers pretended to charge their Stills only Once or Twice a Week, the 
Commiſſioners ſuſpecting this to be only a Cover tor Fraud, enjoined, by general 
Letter of 10th January 1785, all their Superviſors and Officers to exert them-, 


ſelves to the utmoſt in watching ſuch ſuſpicious Traders, and that this might be. 


Day Time, and Two through the Night, upon all Diſtillers who did not charge 
their Stills at leaſt four Times a Weck to change from Time to Time the Ex- 
pectants found remiſs in their Duty, acquainting the Board when this happened, 


vented. © It was expreſsly intimated, that Superviſors or Officers . to pay 
due Obedience to theſe Orders, would meet with the Diſpleaſure of the Board. 
For ſome Time the Board were in Hopes that theſe Regulations, which they had. 


from Time to Time ſo anxiouſly formed for ſeqpring this Branch of the Revenue, 


wou 


would have been attended: with Succeſs ; and fo far their Hopes were well — 
that many groſs Frauds were detected, and important Diſcoveries made. The 
Diſtillers, who were thus checked in their illegal Operations, knowing that many 
others were equally guilty, gave Information of this to the Commiſſioners of Ex- 
ciſe, who from that, as well as from ſome other Circumſtances, being convinced 
that the Revenue from Diſtillery was ſuffering greatly, reſolved to adopt the moſt 
vigorous Meaſures to put a Stop to ſuch Proceedings. Being of Opinion that they 
might be in Part occaſioned by. Superviſors and Officers having been too long con- 
tinued in the-ſame Niſtricts and Diviſions, the Board began, on the 1xth-of Auguſt 
1785, by making a general Remove of all the Superviſors and Officers in whoſe 
Diſtricts or Diviſions Diſtilleries of any Conſequence were ſituated; Three Su- 
perviſors and Fifteen Officers were upon this Occaſion removed, and. others :of 
known Abilities and Activity were appointed in their Room, Intimation was at 
the ſame Time made to the Officers ſo removed, that if they themſelves ſhould 
make any Application to the Board, or procure any other Perſon: to do ſo, 
in order to prevent ſuch Removes from taking place, it would have no other 
Effect then incurring the Diſpleaſure of the Board. 

William Corbet, a moſt active Officer, by whoſe Vigilance and Fas the 
greater Part of the preceding Detections had.been made, was at the ſame Time ap- 
pointed to act as Riding Surveyor on the Diſtillery, His Inſtructions were 
that he ſhould direct his Attention both to the Suppreſſion of private.Diſtilli 
and the Correction of the great Frauds and Abuſes practiſed in the entered Diſtil- 
leries. For. this Purpoſe he was authorized to go at any Time into any Diviſion, 
and to examine narrowly both the State of the Traders Operations, and the Conduct 
and Proceedings of the ſeveral Superviſors and Officers, and to report whatever he 
diſcovered of Fraud on the Part of the Ops or Negligence on the Tat 
of the Officers. | 

To complete this Syſtem of Survey, i it was directed by Two ſubGiqveiit Minvies 
the Firlt of 25th Auguſt, and the Second of Firſt November 178, that Four 
Expe ctants, ould be placed as Watchmen on each Diſtillery, Two to continue in 
4 Still Houſe all Day, and Two all Night; that they ſhould be changed as often 
as the Superviſor ſaw fit; that none of them .ſhoyld go beyond the Threſhold: = 
the Still Houſe Voor during the Time of their Watch, on Pain of being diſmiſſed -_ 
the Service; and laſtly, that, to prevent the Frauds practiſed by ſhifting Waſh in 
the Batches, the Duty ſhould .be ſet forward in Charge as ſaon as mh Waſh was 
fermented, without waiting for its being put into the Still. 

All theſe Regulations for the Prevention of Diſtillery Frauds were {ingly 
followed out, when Detections were made, by the molt vigorous Proſecutions 
againſt Offenders, wherever ſufficient Grounds or this could be found; In the 
Courle of the Seven Years preceding 1786, it appears that no ſewer than Sixty- 
three Proſecutions were commenced againſt fraudulent entered Diſtillers in the 
Court of Exchequer, in many of which Penalties, to a greater or leſs Amount, . 
were recovered from the Defendants. | 
duch was the general Mode in which the Survey on the Diſtille was carried 
on between 1776. and 1786 and from the Details now given, the erke will 
have a proper Idea of the Number, Deſcription, and Rank of Officers employed in 
that Branch of the Revenue, the Nature of the Inſtructions under which they 
ated, and the Means taken for. diſcovering Whether they did their Duty: ar 
Not. 3 
It will be ſound too, that the ſame Officers were not always continhed 4 an 
the ſame Diſtricts or Diviſions, but were changed as often as the Intereſt of the 
Revenue required it. While the Reports of the ſuperior Officers indeed indicated no 
Sul} 1 againſt them, it vous i in 1 el RAVE been even N : 
0 
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of the-Revenve to remove them, as this Meaſure, by involving them in a great Ex- 
pence, which the ſmall Salary then enjoyed (not much above £:30 Nett) could 
very ill bear, muſt have rendered them more acceſſible to Corruption, and defeated 
the very End of their ere But as ſoon as the Reports of the ſuperior 
Officers gave Cauſe of Suſpicion, either of Inattention or undue Connection with 
their Traders, it was the uniform Practice to remove them; and where ſatisfactory 
Proof of Negligence or Connivance was produced, a Suſpenſion or Diſmiſſion im- 
mediately' followed, according to the Nature of the Offence, The Paper ſub- 
joined ® contains an Abſtract taken from the Minutes, of the Cenſures iſſued 
againſt Officers for improper Conduct relating to the Diſtillery, in the Seven Years 
receding the Commencement of the Licence Syſtem, which will; it is appre- 
ended, anſwer the Enquiry of the Committee, whether Inſtances of Negligence or 
Connivance were frequent, by what they were occaſioned, and in what Manner 
Breaches of official Duty were puniſhed, It cannot be doubted, that in many 
Caſes Corruption and Connivance between the Officers and Diſtillers might exiſt, 
concealed from the Knowledge of the Board, but it is certain that no Methods 
were ſpared to detect theſe; and it may fafely be added, that when detected Pu- 
niſhment in no Caſe ever failed to follow. While Traders are unprincipled and 
baſe enough to offer Bribes, it is not to be expected that, among many Officers, 
ſome ſhould not be found weak or corrupt enough to receive them, and judicial 
Teſtimony has fully eſtabliſhed ſeveral groſs Inſtances of the ſhameful Attemprs of 
Diſtillers to effect their Purpoſes by Bribery, The Attempt of James Stein, for- 
merly Diſtiller at Kilbagie, to bribe the Solicitor of Exciſe by a Preſent of C. 500, 
and an Offer to repeat the ſame Annually, is well known, and gave Occafion to a 
Criminal Trial before the Court of Juſticiary, where, though the Jury going ſtriftly 
upon legal Evidence; found the criminal Intention not proven, yet the Delivery of 
the Money was eſtabliſhed, with Circumſtances which carried Home complete and 
univerſal Conviction what the real Deſign of this Offer was. An Attempt by 
Robert Haig, formerly concerned in the Diſtillery at Cannon Mills, to bribe One of 
the Watchmen on luis Work, was followed by a Proſecution in the Court of Exche- 
quer, where Judgment for the ſtatutary Penalty for this Offence was obtained. A 
more daring Attempt by another Partner in the fame Work, to corrupt an Officer 
bf ſuperior Rank, can be fully explained by Mr. Maitland, if examined to that 
Point before the Committee. Theſe Inſtances and others, with which the Com- 
miſſioner of Exciſe had Acceſs to be acquainted, afford ſufficient Proofs of the Diſ- 
poſition of Diſtillers, to render it by no Means improbable that many ſimilar Prac- 
tices may have been attempted by them to ſeduce the inferior Officers, Vet there 
is One Reaſon, which muſt ſatisfy every Perfon that this Kind »f Corruption was 
by no means univerſal, viz. that under the Syſtem and Regulations now detailed, 
the principal and the moſt fraudulent Scots Diſtillers ſoon found themſelves fo 
_ cramped in their illegal Trade, that they began to raiſe a loud and general Cry of 
Hardſhip and Oppreſſion through the Country, and having had Addreſs enough 
to engage the landed Intereſt in their Favour, found Means (by the Aſſiſtance, it is 
ſaid, of the London Diſtillers, who hoped by the Impoſition of a high equa- 
lizing Duties to get the Scots Diſtillers driven out of the Engliſh Market) to pre- 


vail with the Legiſlature to alter the Mode of levying the Duty from the Sur- 


vey to the Licence Syſtem. Had they found it an eaſy Matter to carry on their 
Schemes of Corruption among the Revenue Officers, Men of their Character 
would have been the very laſt to propoſe or approve of a Syſtem, which, whatever 
its Effects in other Reſpects may be, was certainly calculated to deſtroy that Evil 
%%% ͤð»u——[ y RP FUE TE. ca er tort ee 
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Ir is not to be ſuppoſed, that the full Duties payable to Government were 
completely realized and made effectual, even with all theſe Regulations; but a 
bare Inſpection of the State of Amounts for the different Vears will ſhew, that the 
Endeavours of the Officers: of Exciſe were highly efficacious, the Diſtillery 
Duties in Scotland, during the Ten Years immediately preceding the Commence- 
ment of the Licence Act, having riſen to a great and unexpected Height. The 
Average Annual Produce of the Scots Diſtillery for the firſt Three of theſe Years 
Was little more than . 10,000, in the Second Three Years it roſe to upwards of 
L. 35,000, for the Third Three Years it was above . 57,000, and in the laſt 
Fear alone it was, taking into Account the Arrears paid up after the Licence 
Law commenced, no leſs than C. 109,415. 26. 24. VV 
Of this ſtriking Fact, compared with the much inferior Amounts for the firſt 
Six Vears of the Licence Syſtem, Notice was taken in the Anſwers by the Com- 
miſſioners of Exciſe to the Queries tranſmitted from the Committee. Attempts, 
it ſeems, have been made to obviate the Reaſoning drawn from rhence, by ob- 
ſerving that a great Part of the Spirits manufactured in Scotland, during the laſt 
Years of the Survey Syſtem, were not for the Scotch but for the Engliſh Market, 
and that therefore the Amounts ſtated were, in Reality, leſs a Scotch than an Engliſh 
Revenue. This Circumſtance, however, were it true, would not affect the Ar- 
gument uſed by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, in favour of the ſuperior Pro- 


; % 


ductiveneſs of the Mode of Survey, unleſs it could be ſhewn that, after the In- 


troduction of the Licence Syſtem in Scotland, the Produce of the Engliſh Diſtillery 
_ roſe, from that Cauſe ſolely, as much above the preceding Years Amounts as the 
Scots Diſtillery had fallen below them. Reſpecting this Fact, the Commiſſioners 

of Exciſe in Scotland have no immediate Means of Information, but it may 
be aſcertained by Reference to the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in England. 
UV pon a fair Examination, however, it will not appear that the Averment of the 
Inereaſe of the Scots Diſtillery Duties, having ariſen from Spirits made for the 
Engliſn Market, is at all well founded; for ſetting aſide the Amount of Duty 

on the Quantities actually appearing to have been ſent to England, the Remainder 
will be found ſtill ſuperior to what the Licence Duty on thoſe Stills, which 

wrought for the Scots Market, produced. The following Statement will fully 
- eſtabliſh that Fact: For near Two Years after the Licence Act took Effect, 
ſome of the principal Diſtillers wrought almoſt entirely for the Engliſh Market; 
by a fair Calculation there is Reaſon to think, that the Amount of Licence 

Duty on the Stills ſo employed fell little ſhort of /. 20,000 for each Year. 
Aſter this Sum is deducted from the groſs Amount of Duty, the Remainder will 
be the true Aroount of the Diſtillery Licences for the Scots Market in theſe Two' 
Fears. With that Deduction, and the Sum formerly ſtated to have been paid in 
the firſt Year as Arrears of the Year preceding, the Average Annual Produce of 
the Lowland Diſtillery Licences for theſe Two Years amounts only to about 
L. 25, ooo; and what proves this to be the proper Average, is the Produce in the 
Five ſubſequent Years, when the Diſtillery was moſtly confined to the Scots 
Market, as that at a Medium was about £.28,000, To compare this with the 
Amount while under Survey, let it be obſerved, that the groſs Amount of Diſ- 
tillery Duty in Scotland for the Year ending $th July 1786, (the laſt that it was 
under Survey) was as before ſtated /. 109, 41 5. 25. 24. ; from this, however, 
muſt be deducted J. 7,869, ariſing from Highland Diſtillery Licences in that 
Year; ſo that the actual Produce of the Lowland Diſtillery was C. 101,546. 25. 24. 
To this muſt be added, the Amount of Spirits made in Ferrintoſh, under an Ex- 
.emption which operated during moſt of that Year; calculating from the Produce 
of former Years, /. 20,000 is not too high a Sum to be ſtated as the Amount 
of Duty which ought to have thus cher? had the Ferrintoſh Spirits been ſubje& 
| 33 to 
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to the ſame Rate as others, The Amount of Lowland Diſtillery Duty, there 
fore, for this Year, if completely under Survey, may be juftly eſtimated 5 


appears that $81,969 Gallons of Spirits 


of 25. 14. per Gallon in that Year in Scotland, this gives J. 91,871. 75. 1d. 


paid on Spirits made in Scotland for the Engliſh Market. After this liberal De- 


duction is made, it appears that the Scots Lowland Diſtillery Duty may for that 
Year, under the Mode of Survey for Spirits made for the Scots Market, only 
be juſtly taken at above L. 32,000, while under the Licence Syſtem it aver. 
aged only C. 25,000. In regard to the Increaſe of Licence Duty ſince 5th July 
1793, it is fair to repeat what was ſtated in the Anſwers to the Queries, that this 
does not ſeem to be greater than might have been expected under the Mode of 
. and than actually has been realized in other Branches of the Exciſe in 

ed, ; | : 


£ 2 — 


The Con mittee having ſignified A Wiſh that the Commillobor of Exciſe 


ſhould ſtate what official Inſtructions and Regulations would tend to prevent thoſe 
Abuſes, which it has been aſſerted were frequent during the Exiſtence of the 
Diſtillery Survey, the Commiſſioners of Exciſe have now to mention, that in their 
Anſwer to N' 12 of the Queries ſent them by the Committee, they took Notice of 
all the additional Proviſions (beſides what have been introduced into the Engliſh 
Diſtillery) which appeared to them neceſſary for putting it completely in the Power 
of the Officers of Exciſe to prevent and detect the Frauds of Diſtillers under Sur- 


vey. Having done ſo, the Commiſſioners, thought it ſuperfſuous to ſtate, that, after 


all that could be done by the Legiſlature, the Security of this as well as of every 


5 Seer of the Revenue mult ultimately depend on the Fidelity and Attention of the 


fficers employed to charge and collect it; aud they thought it unneceſſary to 


give any Opinion on the Means beſt adapted to ſecure that Fidelity in every Caſe, 
as this Point did not relate more immediately to the Diſtillery than to any other 


Duty whatever ; as they now find, however, that this is wiſhed for by the Com- 
mittee, they have only to ſtate, that the moſt effectual Mode of guarding againſt 


Corruption in the Officers of the Revenue mult be,.in the firſt Place, to:make their 


Situation ſuch that they can live ſuitably to their Statiens, and totally independent 


of the xd Offices of their Traders. The general Augmentation of the Salaries 
of the Officers of Exciſe,which the Lords of the Treaſury were pleaſed to make ſome 


Years ago, was certainly attended with the beſt Effects to the Revenue. At the 
ſame Time it muſt be obſerved, that from the very rapid Rife in the Expence of 


ling in Scotland, within theſe few Years, even the preſent alaries are ſmaller. 


than in ſound Policy they ought to be. A further Augmentation, ſo as to make 
them equal to thoſe in England, would be necefary ; for Living is now as expenſive 
in the one Country as in any Part of the other, except London. To this it may ; 
be added, that in the Places of greateſt Truſt, and where the Dutics are beſt ſecured, 
there is generally the ſmalleſt Chance of an Officer's deriving any Emolument from 
Seizures, Theſe Remarks apply in a. particular Manner to the Diſtillery; the 
Officers employed in which qught certainly to have ſufficient Salaries, even if a 
general Augmentation ſhould be reckoned at preſent inexpedient. rh, 
It would be proper too, that in caſe any Officer was ever convicted of Neglect 


of Duty, or Connivance with his Trader, he ſhould not only be diſmiſſed and in- 


capacitated from ever ſerving again, but ſhould like wiſe be liable to ſevere 
ſpecific Penalties. It would be expedient too, that Perions attempting to corrupt 
Officers, ſhould not only be liable to a Penalty, but allo be declared-incapable, for 
a limited Time, of legally carrying on the Buſineſs in which this was attempted; 


* 


' Bufineſs ſhould not even be allowed to be carried on in the fame Premiſſes dorin 

the Continuance of ſuch Incapacity. It does not appear to the Commiſſioners of 
Exciſe, that any more effectual Modes of guarding againſt the Corruption of their 
Officers can be reſorted to. I aye aches paparny hw pe mn 


bo 


the Syſtem of Survey more effectual than formerly, the Commiſſioners of Exciſe 


. 


rendered requiſite, could be fixed for the excluſive Erection of Diſtilleries; ſuch a 
Regulation would enable the Commiſſioners of Exciſe to have every Work pro- 


than muſt be incurred when each Diſtiller is at Liberty to ſer up his Work where 
he thinks beſt, and which is often at the Places beſt ſituated for impeding or elud- 
ing the Vigilance of the Officers. Indeed, without ſome Regulations of this Nature, 
it ſeems hardly poſſible to effect the levying the Duty by Survey in the remoter 
Places of the Highlands of Scotland. What the Number of theſe Stations ought 
to be, how they ſhould be diſtributed, fo as to prevent any Monopoly of the 
Trade, and where it would be moſt for the Benefit of the Public to ſet Ke down, 
are Points, che Arrangement of which would require much local Knowledge, and 
of which the Committee muſt be more proper Judges than the Commiſſioners of 


Detail. 


J 
, os ore 0 8 CORR. 2 


1779, May 11th. Thomas Fleming, Superviſor, and: John Finlayſon,” Of 


dow, General Surveyor's Report, for groſs Neglect of Duty on the Diſtillery of 
Robert Stein, at Kincaple. | e 


1781, March th. Patrick Balbernie, Officer, diſcharged, in conſequence of 


that Trader, then under his Survey, from the Penalties. 

1781, October 1ſt, Robert Pringle, Alexander Rodman, James Maſon, and 

Robert Denholm, Expectants, diſmiſſed the Service, in conſequence of ſhameful 

Neglect of Duty at the Diſtillery of John Fairley, repreſented by Letter from 

Duncan Harriſon, Superviſor, at Paiſley. __ 6ʒé een en pot» 
1784, February 11th. George Gibb, Officer of Denny, diſcharged, in conſe- 

' quence of James Hadow, General Surveyor's Enquiry, for being in Partnerſhip 

with, and allowing T wo Diſtillers under his Survey to carry on groſs Frauds, 


conſequence of a Letter from James Ogilvie, Collector, for being repeatedly off 
his Duty, when placed as a Watchman on the Diſtillery of Meſflrs, Stein, at 
Kennetpans, without acquainting his ſuperior Officer. 4 
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Wich regard to any other Regulations which may be ſuppoſed neceſſary to make 


have little to add to their former Obſervations on the Subject. It may, however, 
be mentioned, that it would facilitate the carrying fuch'a Syſtem into Practice, if 
certain Stations, to the Number which the State of the Country and of the Trade 


|  pery attended to and ſurveyed, and that at a much ſmaller Expence to the Public, 


Exciſe. Upon theſe, therefore, it is unneceſlary at preſent to enter into apy | 
_ 25th May 1799. LO 
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ficer, ſuſpended for Two Months, and removed, in conſequence of James Ha | 


a Repreſentation from the Solicitor, for Prevarication on his Examination in a 
Trial againſt Alexander Blair, Diſtiller, at St. Thomas Wells, on purpoſe to ſcreen 


1785, September 19th. James Hoſſack, Expectant, diſmifled the Service, in 
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1785, September 26th. James Fairbairn, Officer, and Alexander Shaw, Ex- 


pectant, diſcharged, in conſequence of a Letter from Archibald Fullerton, Su- 


xerviſor, ſtating, chat the Locks and Faſtenings at the Diſtillery of George 


* Rannie, at Linton Bridge, had been opened without Notice, which could not have 


opened had-theſe Officers done their. Duty. 


4785, October zych. William Wilſon, ExpeQant, diſmiſſed the Service, in 
conſequence of a Letter from James Williamſon, Acting Superviſor, for Inatten- 
tion to Duty, when placed on the Diſtillery of Jean Buchanan, in Stirling Diſ- 


©1785, November. 16th, Peter Ferguſon, Officer, and Robert Crombie, Ex- 
pectant, diſcharged, in conſequence of a Report from William Corbet, Riding 


Superviſor on the Diſtillery, for allowing Robert Stein, Diſtiller at Kincaple, to 
charge his Stills Without being preſent. _ 0 jt fo : 


1786, July 6th. Robert Paterſon, Officer, diſcharged, in conſequence. of 


James Corbet, Superviſor's Report, for Breach of Duty, when on the Diſtillery 
of George Rannie, at Linton Bridge, and Prevarication upon Oath. - _. 


1786, November 16th. James Fraſer, Expectant, - diſmiſſed the Service, in 
conſequence of a Letter from Alexander Merchant, Collector, for his Diſtillery 


N being in the greateſt Confuſion, and himſelf lodging in a Diſtiller's 


MI. BON AR is deſired by the Committee, to obtain from the Board of 


Exciſe authentic Information by Reference to their Minutes, concerning the ge- 
neral Mode in which the Survey on the Diſtillery was carried on from 1776 to 
1786, particularly ſpecifying the Number and Deſcription of Rank of the 
Officers employed on that Service, and whether the ſame Officers were continued 


in the ſame Diſtricts or Diviſions, or were frequently changed, and how often; the 


Nature of the Inſtructions under which the different Officers acted, the Means 
taken for diſcovering whether they did their Duty, and whether the Inſtances of 
Negligence and Connivance were frequent, and what occaſioned them; in what 


Manner Breaches of official Duty were puniſhed,; and to deſire that the Board will 


ſtate what official Inſtructions and Regulations would tend to prevent thoſe Abuſes 
which have been mentioned in Evidence before this Committee to have been 


frequent during this Period, chiefly owing to the Bribery of the Officers. 
F 


— 
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To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury. 


The MEMORIAL of the Herten, Freeholders, and Juſtices of the 
Peace of the County of Edinburgh, on the Abuſes ariſing from. the low 


Price of Spirituous Liquors in Scotland, 


F 


their 


3 
0 


lower Claſſes of the People, and has produced a moſt lamentable Alteration on 


ROM our particular Situation, having our Eſtates and Places of Relidence in 
the Neighbourhood of a large City, we have had an Opportunity to obſerve, 
that the Uſe of Spirits has for ſome Years paſt been rapidly increaſing among the 


* 
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onervated, idle, and profligate, and what is truly deplorable, as it muſt affect the 


riſing Generation, the Females ſeem to be in a particular Degree the devoted 
Victims of this poiſonous Liquor. The pernicious Conſequences, however, ariſing 


from the baneful Practice of Dram - drinking, are ſo uniform, and have come fo 


often under the public Eye, that we ſhall not conſume your Time by a Recital of 


The deſirable Object is to find a Remedy for the Evil, and it is with that View 


we addreſs your Lordſhips at preſent. We know that you are ever ready to 


liſten to any Propoſition for the public Welfare, and you need hardly be informed, 
that we are actuated by no Motive but an anxious With to remove an Evit 
that has been attended with deplorable Effects, but which we apprehend is not 
beyond the Reach of Amendment. A public Calamity has taught us a Leſſon of 


| Wiſdom, from which we ought to profit. The Dread of an, approaching 


Scarcity, which induced Parliament to ſuſpend the Diſtilleries, has proved an 
eſſential Benefit to the People; the high Price of Spirits operated moſt pow- 
erfully to correct the Idleneſs and Diſſipation of the Workmen, Numbers of 
whom, by. indulging in the immoderate Uſe of Spirits, were enervated, and re- 
mained idle One Half of the Week, but they are now become active and induſ- 


trious, and Families that were formerly in Want and Miſery are now comfort- 


able and happy; nor are they deprived of their Indulgences ; they enjoy them- 


ſelves with Beer and Ale, which, at the ſame Time that it affords them an exhi - 


* 


larating Beverage, adds Strength and Vigour to their Conſtitutions. 


The Prohibition againſt diſtilling, however, being now removed, we are much 


afraid that it will revive the evil Habits which for ſome Time have been happily 
dormant: We therefore earneſtly pray that you will take into your ſerious Con- 


ſideration the State of the Country, and the probable Miſchiefs that will ariſe from 
the cheap Rate at which Spirits will be purchaſed; and it is with the View of 


drawing your Attention to that Subject that we offer theſe Obſervations. 


There are Two Circumſtances which affect this Part of the Country in a par- 
ticular Degree; the low Price of the Spirits, and the high Price of the brewed 
Liquors, which unfortunately occaſioned the Preference and increaſed Conſump- 
tion of the former. The Reaſon of the Diſproportion is in the firſt Place, that 
all brewed Liquors are here ſubjected to a local Duty of Two Pennies on the Pint, 
or One Shilling and Four Pence on the Barrel, in favour of the City of Edin- 
burgh,” over and above the Exciſe Duties; and ſecondly, that the Duties on the 


Spirits are ſo low, that they bear no Proportion /o the Beer Duties. Eh 
With regard to the firſt of theſe, we have only to obſerve, that it is a temporary 


Grant, and we hope that its evil Tendency will prevent its Renewal, But as to 
the Spirit Duties, we have now to ſtate ſome Circumſtances which we apprehend. 
will attract your Notice ſo forcibly, as to procure an immediate Amend- 


ment. g 


In England every Gallon of Waſh is chargeable with Nine Pence of Duty, 
which is about equal to Three Shillings and Eight Pence on the Gallon of Spi- 
rits; while in Scotland the Diſtillers pay a Licence Duty of Eighteen Pounds 

„which is no Equivalent to the Engliſh 
got, which we are convinced is accu- 


per Gallon on the Contents of the Sti 
Duty. From the beſt Information we have 
rate, it appears that the Duty of Eighteen Pounds on the Gallon does not, at the 


Rate the Diſtillers work, amount to Seven Pence on the Gallon of Proof Spi- 
tits, Nothing can be a more poſitive Confirmation of its Truth. than the aſtoniſh- * 


ing Cheapnels of Spirits in the Vears 1794 and 1795. The Price at the Diſtillery 
was then only Two Shillings and Six Pence per Gallon, and in Retail it was only 
Three Shillings, and the lower Orders of Perſons purchaſed a Half Gill, or One 


Eiglith of a Pint, for a Halfpenny, The unavoidable Conſequences of fuch Priccs 


a | .5 F 


i. 


their Health and Morals; by the immoderate Uſe of Spirits they have become 
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were a great Conſumption of Spirits, and conſtant Scenes of Intoxication ; at that 
Time, when the Price of Spirits in Scotland was 25. 6d. per Gallon, in England 


4 


it was about 7s, | 


It is to be obſerved, that theſe Prices are even lower than the Duties in Eng- 


land, without making any Allowance ſor the Price of the raw Materials from 
"whence the Spirits are diſtilled. It is known, that it requires about Two Shillin 


Worth of Grain or Malt to produce a Gallon of Spirits, for a Quarter of Barley or. 


Malt yields about Eighteen Gallons of Spirits; it therefore follows, that the Duty | 
muſt have had a very inconſiderable Influence on the Price; in Fact, the Duty at 
that Time being Nine Pounds on each Gallon Contents, was not equal to Three 


Pence. Halfpenny on the Gallon of Spirits. The Diſtillers then were able ts 


work off their Stills on an Average Twenty-four Times within Twenty-four 


Hours, but we are now-credibly informed, that from the Improvements they have 
lately made in their Proceſs of working, they are now able to do it above Thirty 
Times in that Space, ſo that the Duty of Eighteen Pounds per Gallon on the 
Still, is only equal to Five Pence Halfpenny on the Gallon of Spirits. For the 


Truth and Accuracy of theſe Statements, we with Confidence refer your Lordſhips 


to the Officers of the Revenue in Scotland. 


Such is the State of the Lowland Diſtilleries, but the Highland ones enjoy 


ſtill greater Advantrges ; they pay a Duty of Two Pounds Ten Shillings per 


Gallon on the Contents of the Still, which, with the Allowance of 250 Bolls of 
Malt for each Still of Forty Gallons, reduces it to almoſt nothing, In theſe 
Diſtricts, therefore, there is every Inducement to the Uſe of Spirits, but the Mis- 
fortune is, that it is not confined to the Diſtrict limited by the Statute, for there 
are prodigious Quantities of Spirits ſmuggled in the Low Country. The Quan-- 
tity of Gallons licenſed for the Highland Diſtrict in 1794, were 11,198; while for 


the Lowlands there were only 10,1404,-and laſt Year there were 12,628 Gallons 


for the Highlands, and only 9,572 for the Lowlands, when at the ſame Time it is 
to be obſerved, that the Population of the latter greatly exceeds the former, and it, 


is known, that a great Part of the Spirits manufactured at the Lowland Diftilleries, 


is ſent to the Engliſh Market by Land Conveyance. Theſe Facts prove beyond 


Controverſy, that the Spirits made at the Highland Difſtilleries are not confined to 
the Highland Conſumption, and if that Diſtinction is not either aboliſhed or re- 


Abolition 


ſtricted, it is of no Importance to raiſe the Licence Duty on the Lowland Stills, 


It may appear an invidious Suggeſtion on our Part, to propoſe a Reſtriftion or 
6 E xermption enjoyed by our neighbouring Counties, but it pro- 


ceeds from no Deſire to partake with them the Felicity of drinking cheap. 


# 


Whiſkey ; that very Circumſtance is the Evil we wiſh to avoid, we want no cheap 


_ ourſelves, and are only afraid it may be furniſhed us by our Highland 
Ne | 


While we feel an Anxiety to preſerve the Morals of the People, we are no leſs 


deſirous to benefit the Revenue. Our Object is to raiſe the Price of Spirits ſo: 
high as to prevent them from being the common Drink of the People, the 


Conſequence of which is, that there will be a greater Conſumption of Malt 


which is nearly Two Fifths of the whole Duties in the preceding Year, When 


Liquor, fo that the Revenue loſt in One Way will be gained in another. In Evi- 


dence of this, we have to ſtate, from the E:xciſe Books, the Produce. of the Ale 


and Beer Duties in Scotland for the Three laſt Years, the Produce of which 


);; x 
For the Year ending gth July 1794 - 30,01 13 23 
13 „ e 
2796 - - 68,783 4 4 


It thus appe 1 chat there was a Surplus in 179 of C. 18,810. 54. 71d. 


ſuch 
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ſuch is che Caſe, the Revenue cannot ſuffer by diminiſhing the Sale of Spirits; and 
it is ſurely more deſirable to procure a Revenue from the Conſumption of a 
-wholeſome Beverage, than to encourage | the Uſe of a pernicious Liquor. 

As the Reſult of what we have ſaid, we have only to offer one Propoſition, that 
ſuch a Licence Duty be laid on the Stills, as ſhall prevent the Spirits from being 
ſold at ſo low a Rate as to-induce the labouring People to prefer them to brewed 
Liquors; and it appears to us the Licence Duty ſhould not be leſs than Le 82. on 
each Gallon Content of the Still. 

We have ſtated, that the preſent Duty at LF. 18. affects the Soc Diſtiller 


only at the Rate of Seven Pence on the Gallon of Spirits, while the Engliſh 


Diſtiller pays 3s. 8 4. per Gallon of Duty, but at this Licence Duty the Scotch 
Diſtiller would only pay 25s. 8 fl. on the Gallon of Spirits, which, with the Ad- 
vance of Capital, and the Impoſſibility to commit Frauds on the Revenue, would 


put them on a Par.— The Queltion 1 is, if TS gives L. 18, what will 24. 0 8 
give? the Anſwer is C. 82. 5s. 84d. _ Poe 


We likewiſe truſt, that 3 Diſtinction in Favour of 4 Highlands will ither 


be aboliſhed, or further reſtricted, without which the other Meaſure will] e in- | 
effectual.— If the Highland Stills, however, ſhould be allowed to work 3 the 


ſame favourable Conditions as formerly, ſome Regulation will be neceſſary with. 
regard to iſſuin "g Permits, It has occurred to us, that it would be adviſable to 
put the Stock of Spirits, when manufactured by the Lowland Diſtiller, under the 
Survey of the Exciſe, and that no Spirits ſhall go out of the Stock without the 
Exciſe Permit, under the Penalty of being ſeized and forfeited. 

Our ſole Purpoſe in making theſe Obſervations, is to draw your Attention to an 


Object that deſerves your ſerious Conſideration, The Morals and Sentiments of 


the People are much influenc by their Habits of Life; while addicted to the im- 


moderate Ute of Spirits, they are vicious, idle, and turbulent, but when that poiſo-—- 
nous Liquor is withheld, by che high Price or Scarcity thereof, we have found the ; 


on W induſtrious and 0 nen of Society. 


1 The above Memorial was e by the Gommokis who f | 


| ſcribe it, by the Order of a General Meeting of the County on the 
2 July 1796, and it was approved and ordered to be e ee 
in another General Meeting on the 298 November 17305 "OG 
the following Perſons were preſent : 


Dutt of BuccLzvcn, Mr. Wood of Nwokr, 
LRD Apvocart, Mr. WaAuchorx of Ebuousrouz, 

Six Jon Ixoris Mr. MacrarLang, 

Six PHILLIP AlNsLIE, Mr. Rochmb, - 
Mr. BARON CockBurn, Mr. Inwes. 
Mr. SuzRIrT Clink. wary” _ 1 

| © ohn Inglis, 
AN Andi We 
Fame, Clerk, 


Will. Mac Farlane. © 
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COX of a L 


£100 per Gallo 
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ETTER from the Heritors, Freeholders, &c. of the County of 
Edinburgh, reſpecting the low Price of Spirits. 


WE did ourſelves the Honour of addreſſing a Letter to your Lordſhips on the 
34d of March laſt, reſpecting the Scots Brewery: We are now to take the Li- 
berty of ſubmitting to you ſome Conſiderations on the Diſtillery, . 

This Subject was treated at conſiderable Length in a Memorial which we had 


the Honour of tranſmitting to you laſt Year, and which we have Reaſon to believe 


convinced your Lordſhips of the very inadequate Licence Duty then paid by the 
Diſtiller ; we then ſtated, to make a Duty equal to 25. 6d. on the Gallon of manu- 
factured Spirit, the Licence Duty on each Gallon of the Still's Content ſhould be 

. 82 Sterling, which, although moſt violently objected to by the Diſtillers as ex- 
ceeding all Bounds, yet is now proved by Experience that our Opinion was 
founded on the moſt accurate Information, and we believe that the Diſtillers them 
ſelves will admit, that inſtead of . 82, they are now able to bear a Licence Duty of 
If your Lordſhips continue of the Opinion that the Licence Duty is the moſt ex- 
pedient Mode of raiſing a Revenue from Spirits, we can ſtate with Confidence, that 


from the Improvements lately made in the Art of Diſtilling, the Diſtiller can eaſily ' 


afford to pay /. 100 on each Gallon on the Contents of the Still. The Calculations 
in our former Memorial, proceeded on the Idea that the Diſtillers could only work 


off their Stills T'wenty-four Times in ' Twenty-four Hours, though ſome did it 


Thirty Times, but they have come to much greater Perfection in the Art of work- - 
ing rapidly during this laſt Year, ſo that they now with Eaſe charge and diſcharge 
their Stills Fifty Times in Twenty four Hours, and ſome of the moſt expert ones 
can do it above Seventy Times in that Space, eee. 
The Diſtillers in the Lowland Diſtrict, however, are not able to afford ſuch a Licence 
Duty unleſs they be protected from the Influx of Spirits from the Highland Diſtrict, 
and there is no Way in our Opinion of effectually accompliſhing that Purpoſe, but 


by aboliſhing the L iſtinction entirely, and laying the ſame Duty all over the King- 
.dom.—Equal Duties is the only Protection on which the Manufacturer reſts, when 


he exerts his Skill and Induſtry, and it is the only Baſis on which the Revenue can 
be permanent and effectual.. 5% Poo 
The Revenue ariſing ſrom the Diſtillery is an Object of very conſiderable Mo- 


ment. If the Duty of (. 100 per Gallon was extended all over Scotland, we are of 


Opinion that it would produce a Revenue of nearly {. 500,000 per Annum -- This 
Opinion is founded on the Conſideration of the Number of Gallons entered for both 
Diſtrias, which for a Courſe of Years has never been under 10,000, and many 
Years double that Quantity; we therefore conclude, that the Country can conſume 
the Produce of at leaſt 5, oo0 Gallons of entered Stills, which at C. 100 per Gallon, 
would produce that Sum, but as the immoderate Uſe of Spirits amongſt the 
Jower C laſs of People, is a Grievance we at preſent complain of, and hope it will in 
ſome Degree be remedied by augmenting the Duties and railing the Price, we 
muſt therefore make ſome Allowance for the deficient Conſumption, and on that 
Account we ſhall only ſtate the Revenue at /. 400,000 per Annum. 

A Source of Revenue that affords ſuch a Supply for the Exigency of the State, 
well deſerves its Protection; and if the Highlands and Lowlands be not put on an 
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equal Footing, ſome Regulation muſt take place to ſecure to the Lowland Dif 


tiller the Conſumption of its own Diſtrict, by diminiſhing the Number of licenſed 
Stills in the Highlands to a Number barely ſufficient for [their own Uſe; and 


this we admit is a Subject of great Difficulty, for in the-preſent State of the Art of 


Diſtillation, each Diſtiller follows a Progreſs of his own, ſome with greater Succeſs 
than others, but every one ſtriving to excel his Neighbour in working his Stills 
with Rapidity, and they are continually deviſing Means of applying the Heat with 

reater Effect to the Still ,and the refrigeratory Water to the Worm. It is by the 
ammenſe Size of the Refrigeratory Worms, and the Tubes which connect them 
with the Still, that they are enabled to work with ſuch Rapidity ; and theſe Tubes 
and Worms are all made of Copper, they being more ſuſceptible of a quick 


Impreſſion from the refrigeratory Water than Tin or any other Metal. : 


- This laſt-mentioned Circumſtance is attended with a very prejudicial Effect; 
there is a ſtrong Acid in the Waſh, which diſſolves the Copper, and when it comes 
over as Low Wines, it is ſtrongly impregnated with Verdigris, which is a moſt 
deadly Poiſon ; we believe the Diſtillers ſkim this off, but ſtill it leaves a great deal 
behind impregnated with the Spirits, which muſt ruin the Healths-of thoſe who 
drink the Liquor. )) Fo Fr rr Ts 
With the View of obviating all theſe Evils, whether ariſing from une qual 
working, or employing Utenſils of a poiſonous Tendency, a Plan has been 
ſubmitted to us, which we apprehend has conſiderable Merit, and we think well 
deſerves the ſerious Attention of your Lordſhips ; it has the Advantage alſo of 
-uniting the Two Modes of collecting the Revenue, that by Survey and that by 
Payment of Licence Duty, the one ſerving as a Check to the other. A ſhort 
Statement of theſe Propoſals are ſubjoined to this Letter, and we are humbly of 
Opinion it would be attended with manifold Advantages, e oor 4g. 
At preſent, the Conteſt is who ſhall throw off the greateſt Quantities of Spirits in 
the ſhorteſt Time, no Matter how bad they be, or how hurtful to the Health.; but 
if this Plan were adopted, the Proceſs could not be hurried, and the only Com- 
;petition would be, who would produce the beſt Spiri. 
The Highland Diſtricts, who ſay they cannot work faſt, would then enjoy that 


[9 


Privilege, and yet be on a Par with the Lowlands,—The Highlanders make a 


purer Spirit by working flow, and now the Lowlands would be compelled: to 


Work ſlow, and ſo make a good Spirit alſo; thus in Addition to the Benefits 
ariſing from having equal Duties, the Public would be ſerved with a pure and 


"wholeſome Spirit. 


The other Advantage that ariſes from this Plan, is the joining to it the additional 
Check of Exciſe Survey. It is a remarkable Circumſtance, that Malt Spirits is 


the cheapeſt exciſcable Liquor that can be bought, and yet is almoſt the only 


Liquor of which there is any Smuggling. Wine, Rum, and Brandy are all ſubject to 


much higher Duties, and yet are not hardly attempted to be ſmuggled. The princi- 


pal Cauſe of this is, that by the preſent Law, Britiſh Spirits are allowed to be ſent 


from the Diſtillery without an Exciſe Permit, and in this Way, they travel all 


over the Country merely with Diſtillers Certificates, ſo that the Connivance of a 


Diſtiller may afford a complete Cover to any Quantity. of Malt Spirit. 


If, however, the Spirits of the Diſtiller were taken into Stock under Exciſe Sur- 


vey immediately when made, even although no Duty were paid on the Amount of 


that Stock, yet it would be attended with great Advantage in preventing Smuggling, 
for then no Removal could be made without an Exciſe Permit, without being 


liable to Seizure and Forfeiture. 


The Form of a Still propoſed to be uſed by this Plan, is nearly the ſame as that 


generally uſed by the Englith Diftiller, which we believe .is the beſt adapted for 


_ 
1 : 


producing a good Spirit; if this Form be adopted by the Legillature, the Dury 
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on each Galln 6f the Contents muſt be much lower than the preſent Duty; but 
- the Rate muſt be aſcertained | Experiments made for that Purpoſe by ſkilful 
| Perſons, and be fixed ſo as to make it operate as à Duty on the Spirits equal to 
25. 6 d. or 3 5. per Gallon; or ſuch Sum as you think moſt adviſable, _ 
The Lowneſs of the Licence Duty on each Gallon of the Contents of the Still, 
will not have the Effect of 12 che Revenue, for the leſs Work a Still can 


yon »rm, the more Stills will be 
5 e this Plan before your Lordſhips, from 


We have taken the Liber 
our Belief chat you with to us every Kind of Information on the Subject of the 
_ Diſtillery ; and there are many ſkilful Perſons at preſent in London, whom you can 
ag to for their Opinion, dme Mr. Maitland, 858 the Exciſe 1 in ene 
lan | 
. principal Merit of the Plan, is rendering the Di qual all over the 
Kingdom; it will take away the invidious Diſtinction of 1 ighlands and Low- 
lands; and putting the Stock under Exciſe Permit, will be a wr Check to the 
Smuggling of Gin, which prevails very much at preſent. 

We have only one other Circumſtance to bring under your Notice, which calls 
loudly for the Interference of the Legiſlature—The working on the Sabbath Day. 
Ehe Diſtillers in the Neighbourhood of Edinburgh work conſtantly upon the 

Sunday. We preſume, however, that the bare Mention of this Matter of Com- 

Plaint will obtain a Kedreſs of it. —The Kirk Seſſion of Saint Cuthbert's, that 

is the Veſtry, have endeavoured to 3 them 88 an Action at Common Law, 
but hitherto ineffeAtually, 

BZBielbre we conclude this Subject, we beg Leave to ſtate an additional Argu- 
ment in Favour of the Propoſal contained in our former Letter, of aboliſhing the 
Impoſt of Two Pennies on the Pint of Ale and Beer, which ariſes from the pre- 

ceding Statement reſpecting the Diſtillery.— It appears that in England the Diſtil- 

| levy affords a Revenue of about {. Joo, oo per Annum; and from what has been 

| ſtated, it appears that Scotland, with the propoſed Additions, will yield about 

. 400,000 per Annum, which is greatly more than its relative Proportion with 

| England, for England has at leaft Five Times the Population of Scotland, whereas 

tze Scots Diſtillery will yield above One Half of the Amount of the Engliſh. — 

We have therefore a fair Claim to get our Brewery put upon at leaſt an equal Foot- 

ing with the Engliſh, by removing the local Impoſts, and the trifling Sum of 

L. 8, 5 50, which they amount to, is greatly overbalanced by the additional Sum to 
be obtained from the Diſtillery. 


And we have the Honour to be, 
- Edinburgh, | My Lords, 3 
13th April 1798. ES Your Lordſt 
- . 2, moſt obedient bumble Servant, 
To os Lords af OT Ny rt in the Name _ the Committee, 
Majeſty's Treaſury, | 5 James Clerk. 


PROPOSALS Ben plat tis "AN and Depth of Liceriſed Salle and 
proportioning the Size of their Pipes and Worms to their different Ca- 
cities whereby the largeſt and ſmalleſt Stills will produce Quantities of 
Series exactly in proportion to their reſpective Contents, proper Bounds 
and Reſtraint will be ſet to the Rapidity of working them, and the 
Revenue ariſing from them will be rendered more ſteadily productive. 


1 ſt. le is; propoſed that the Body of all the Stills, of whatever Size, ſhall, 
from the under Part of the Shoulder to the higheſt Part of the Bottom, be 


in Shape a Cylinder, or nearly ſo, and in Depth at leaſt Inches, 
2dly, That 
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2dly, That the Head, Pipe, and Worm, as well as the Body of all Stills, ſnall 
pay a Rate of Licence Duty (as afterwards to be determined) according to their 
cubical Contents, and the Pipe and Worm ſhall have a Declivity for their whole 
Length, and in no Part ſhall they have any: Riſe or Turn upward, _ 
hs That neither the Inſide Area of the Worm, nor of the Pipe leading from 
the Still to the Worm, ſhall at any One Time be above One ſquare Tenth of 
an Inch for every.  _. Gallons, fay Five Gallons, of the cubical Contents 
of the Still it belongs to, including the Head, Pipe, &c. as aſareſdi e. 
+: gchly, That no Licence Duty ſhall. be 800 5 for any Singling Still under 200 
Gallons Capacity, including Head, & c. &c. with 2 doubling Sri, ar teat One 
Fourth of the Capacity of the Singling one, whatever its Size may br. N 


* 


N. B.— Suppoſing the Area of Worms and Pipes to be pro- 

i rtioned at the Rate of One ſquare Tenth of an Inch for every 
Pie Gallons cubical Contents, including the Head, &c. &c. the 
Alrea of a Pipe and Worm would, for a Fiſty Gallon Still, be One 

Square Inch, and their Diameter One Inch One 'Teath and a Half, 

and for à 200 Gallon Still, the Area of Pipe and Worm would be 

Pour ſquare Inches, and Diameter One Inch and Six Tenths, + 


Fthly, That to determine the Rate of the Licence Duty, a Singlingand Doubling 
Still ſhould be provided, conformable to the above Regulations, and a Variety of 
Experiments made by expert Workmen (carefully ſuperintended) in order to aſcer- 
tain the Quantity of Spirits, of a certain Strength, they will be capable of yield- 
ing with Eaſe, per Day or per Week, for every Gallon of their cubical Contents, 
and from this the Licence Duty Stills are able to bear ſhould be fixed, and made 
payable Monthly per Advance; and as a Check againſt more Spirits being made 
5 the Diſtiller afterwards within One Month, than the Quantity preſumed from the 
Experiments, by which this Licence Duty is to be fixed as aforeſaid, the Diſtillery 
ſhall be again ſubjected to regular Survey, and an exact Account of the Diſtiller's 
Stock of Spirits kept by the Exciſe Officers, who ſhall, at the End of each Month, 
give the Diſtiller Credit for a Quantity of Spirits equal to the preſumed Quantity + 
according to which his Licence Duty: for ſaid Month ſhall have been fixed and ad. 
vanced; and if the Officers, upon ſtrictly and regularly taking Account of all the 
Spirits as they are made by the Diſtiller within the ſaid Space of Time, ſhall find 
them amount to more than the preſumed Quantity ſo given Credit for, the Surplus 
ſhall be a Charge againſt the Diſtiller, at the Rate of per Gallon, over 
and above the Licence Duty already advanced by him, but no Penalty to be in- 
curred. To induce Officers, however, to be active and diligent in diſcovering and 
charging ſurplus Spirits, they ought to be allowed by Government 33 
Cent. on the Amount of the r ſhall in this Way make effectual. 


The Trader ſhould no longer be allowed to grant Permits or Certificates for 
_ Spirits taken out of Stock; Officers alone ſhould have that Power, and if a 
Quantity exceeding Gallons is found paſſing from one Place to another, 
unaccompanied by an Officer's Permit, it ſhould, as formerly, be ſeized and forfeit- 
ed, Unleſs Officers keep Account of Stocks, and grant Permits as here propoſed, 
the Lowland Diftiller can never be protected againſt either Highland Whiſkey or 
the Foreign Smuggler, It ſeems unaccountable, therefore, that he ſhould not 
ſolicit for, rather than object to ſuch a Regulation. 8 | 


- Edinburgh, | 
22d. January 1798, 
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" "REPORT, by the Commilioners of Eaciſ in Scodnd, to the Com. 


73 : ; a mittee of the Houſe of Commons, appointed in the Year 1783, to enquire 


into the illicit Practices then uſed in defrauding the Revenue of this King- 


daoom, and the moſt effectual Methods of preventing the ſame, | 


Former Mode 

of Smuggling 
Foreign 

G 9.5 


Preſent Me 
thod of Smug. 
-glinz them in 

general, 


" 
4 


FORMERLY, and till within theſe laſt Six or Seven Years, the Importation and 
Landing in Scotland of Contraband Goods ſubje& to Exciſe Duties, particularly 
Tea, Coffee, and Foreign Spirits, -was performed almoſt ſolely by Veſſels and 
Perſons belonging to this Part of the Country. For the Accompliſhment of their 
illicit Purpoſes, they then employed ſmall and unarmed Sloops, with few Hands, 
whoſe Buſineſs was to ſeize thoſe accidental and favourable Opportunities which 
the Abſence of Revenue Cruizers, and a widely extended Coaſt afforded, or which 
long and dark Nights threw in their Way. During this Period, if ſuch Veſſels 
were diſcovered either in, or after the Commiſſion of an Offence creating a For- 
feiture, they attempted either to eſcape by Flight, or if that was impracticable or 
unſucceſsful they quietly ſubmitted.to Capture and Detention, or conteſted- the Le- 
gality of the Seizure, rather by a Claim and Trial in the Court of Exchequer, 
than oppoſed its being made by Force of Arms, and murderous or viratical Prac- 
EMC + ire none ng along dogs V 
Totally the Reverſe, however, in almoſt every one of theſe Particulars, has been 
the Method of conducting Smuggling at Sea for a conſiderable Time paſt. Cut- 
ters, Luggers, and other Veſſels of a large Size, great Force, and remarkable 
Swiftneſs in ſailing, have been, and are now built entirely for this Service, at Folk- 
ſtone, Dover, Cowes, Ruſh, &c. ; are manned with numerous Crews of outlawed, 


or foreign ſtout and deſperate Perſons, are armed in the ſtrongeſt Manner wich 


Carriage and Swivel Guns, and Small Arms, and in this State they come openly, 


in the Day Time, often. in Pairs, upon the Coaſt of Scotland, with a determined 
Reſolution of running their Cargoes under Force of Arms, or of reſiſting, to Blood 
and Death, every Attempt by His Majeſty's Officers to prevent them. On One 


Bottom they ſometimes thus bring Eight Hundred Cheſts of Tea, and a Thouſand 
Ankers of Foreign Spirits, all which are very quickly diſperſed along the Coaſt 


and into the Country, theſe Veſſels generally ſending the Goods aſhore in their own 


Boats, well armed and manned, for the Purpoſe of landing them at all Hazards 


| "(often under Cover of the Guns of their Ships) and frequently of eſcorting them 


to a conſiderable Diſtance in the Country, when that becomes neceſſary, till they 


are either ſafely lodged in the ſubterraneous Repoſitories of the Smugglers on 


Shore, or till they are put on Horſeback, and thereby quickly carried over Land 


to the interior Parts of the Kingdom, in Bands of from T'wenty to Eighty and a 


Hundred, and ſometimes of a Hundred and Fifty Horſes, and nearly as many 
Men. The Price of theſe Run Goods, which is remarkably low (and often not 

equal to One Half of the legal Duties chargeable on a fair Importation) is com- 
:monly paid to the Maſter of the Veſſel, or a Supercargo on Board, in Specie, 


* 
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by which the Country is drained of its Gold: and Silver: and it is ſkid: upon good 


very pernicious Practice of exporting Wool from ſome Counties, as am outward- 


bound Cargo * ſo that they GARY: on a e Saugen of: the moſt deſtructive 


Kind. > 


Foundation, that of late ſome of theſe Veſſels; have alſo been employed in che 


Such is the general State of Smuggling g upon the different Pants of the Coalts Tts Tncreaſt, 


of Scotland, which we: are well aſſured has been upon the Increafe within theſe 
laſt Three Years, and in an eſpecial Manner has much, increaſed fince' the Re- 


eſtabliſhment of Peace, ſeveral of the Veſſels, and many of the Sailors employed 


againſt the Enemies of the Country during the War, e on its + Concluony = 


fallen entirely into the Smuggling Trade. 


The particular Parts of this Coaſt where this x rnicious Traffic is s cartied 25 


are betwixt the Water of Orr, in the Stewartry of Kircudbright, and the Cumbraes 


Iſles in the Firth of, Clyde, on the Ve Coaſt; and from St. Abb's Head to 


Tarbatneſs in Roſsſhire, on the Ea, Side of the Iſland: For although there have 


been ſometimes Importations of Tea and- Spirits made from North Faro, 'Ber- a 


gen, Oſtend, and Holland, to the Northward and Weſtward of theſe Limits, they 
have neither been ſo frequent or conſiderable, or conducted with ſuch Degrees of 


Force or Art, as to render 1 it neceſſary for us to enter more Fee into theiy 


Ja: 
Ide South Welt Coal: of Scotland, from the Water of Orr to the Firch of 
Clyde incluſive, is now, and for ſome Time paſt has been the great Scene of 
Smuggling,. both at Sea and on Shore. Beſides. a Number of ſmaller Lugg 


and Wherries, and of large Row Boats, (ſome of them of a new Conſtruction, 
40 Feet long, and rowing with 12 or 16 Oars) which are almoſt 3 


employed in bringing over Tea, Spirits, Tobacco, & e. from Redbay and the 
North Eaſt Part of Ireland, and ſome Manx Boats which take in Cargoes at Sea, 


or bring them over in the Night from the Iſle of Man, we have received pretty 


certain Accounts of about 12 large Cutters and Veſſels from 60 to 300 Tons 
Burthen, carrying from io to 24 Guns, (Six, Nine, and Twelve Pounders) and 
from 20 to 80 ſtout reſolute Hands, which are now ſolely fitted out ſor, and 
employed in the Smuggling Trade on the Galloway and Ayrſhire Coaſts. Theſe 
Veſſels were built at Dover, Folkſtone, Cowes, &c. and take in their Cargoes 


at Fluſhing, or Oſtend and Gottenburgh, and of late ſome of them at Copenhagen, 
The Goods ſhipped on Board of them are often, by Conſignment of Merchants 


abroad, to be ſold at the Maſt, or diſpoſed of along the Coaſt, as Purchaſers 5 


offer ; but the far greater Part of them are commiſſioned, and imp 

Direction, and on Account of one or other of Three Sets of Smuggling Mer- 
-hants and Farmers, who have for a great while paſt aſſociated together to car! 
on this illicit Trade to an Extent formerly unknown 1 in this Country. One of the 


h 

le Balcarry, and Abbeyburn, their chief Landings are effected. The Second is 

xalled “ The Mull Company, who conſiſt of Four or Five very extenſive 
ealers, and who land moſt of their Goods at and about the Mull of Galloway, 
here (as Part of the other Company do at the Cloan) they poſſeſs very large 


ompanies is calicd © The Can Company,” and conſiſts of about Twelve Per. 
ns reſiding-· on the Coaſt of Galloway and Air, but the principal of them live at 
e Cloan, or Port William, in the Bay of Glenluce, where, and at the Water of 


Farms r along the Shore, which they have incloſed with high Walls and 


Gates, ſo as Acceſs can hardly be got to them without their Conſent, and within 
Which they have a Number of Concealments under Ground for depofiting their 


Goods, ſo artfully conſtructed by having the Earth ploughed over them, and fore» 
above them, that it is next us ee, to find them out. 


times Corn grow! 
The Third is called“ The Carrick Company, ſed of about 10 Perfons; 
Ws reid moſtly on * Ayrſhire Coaſt, and who I cheir Goods at Balantrae, 


5 H ” | Girvan,” 


— m ¹ TAT - 


n 


— IT " * — — m EIS 
2 fn hs, rs me — - » — 
1 n 8 r at = . oy N 658 


W DEENE=" IE”) ERP" IO IOare CL Ben te ls = IS> ROI 


3 
_— 
4 £ 


ER Ds F | 


= 
if 
4 
1 
«7K 
* 
3 
11 
- Bi 
3:48 
-.» 
> # 
4." 
5 
$ . 
* 
4 
0 
78 
. 
; : 
i 
x: 
1 
4 
2 
th 
. 
1 
5 
* 
3 
nf 
bt 
{7 5 
i. 
| 
1 
1 
{4 
9 
9 
3 
j ö 
17 


5 

| 

| 
! | 
| 

! 

| p 

; 


398 SCOTCH DISTILLERY.—Appendix, N 28. | 
Girvan, Ladyburn, and the Troon near Ayr. Theſe Three Companies we are 


informed have lately joined each other, ſo that when a Smuggling Veſſel cannot 
- conveniently get to one Port, ſhe goes to any other ſhe can make betwixt the 
Mull and the Troon, and as ſoon as ſhe comes within Sight from the Land, if 


there is Danger from Revenue Cruizers in any particular Part, a Signal is given 


from the Hills by a Smoke by Day and a Fire by Night, which keeps her off, 


| and diredts to another landing Place. It has been impoſſible for us to learn, with | 


any Degree of Certainty, to what Extent Importations of Tea and Spirits have 
been made on this Part of the Coaſt during the laſt Three Years ; but it muſt 
have been very great, if an Eſtimate may be. formed from a few Inſtances of the 
Diligence, Audacity, and Succeſs of the daring Adventurers concerned in this moſt 
deſtructive Trade, of which we have had Occaſion to be informed. As a Speci- 
men we beg Leave to mention, that One Veſſel, called The Thunderer, (a Cutter 
of 24 Guns and 70 Men) is ſaid to have imported and landed on the Coaſt of 
Carrick, in Ayrſhire, in May laſt, 700 Cheſts of Tea, and 500 Ankers of Foreign 
Spirits, In the Afternoon of the iſt of October laſt, the ſame Cutter, with a 
Cargo from Oſtend, was diſcovered betwixt the Mull of Galloway and the Iſle of 
Man, by Lieutenant Gellie, Commander of the Prince of Wales Yacht, (a Cutter 


of 16 Guns and ;0 Men, employed to cruize againſt the Smugglers under our 


Direction) who gave her Chace, but it falling little Wind Mr. Gellie was obliged 
to get out his Oars and row towards the Smuggler, who now alſo ſtood towards 
the Yacht with her Oars and Boat a-head. At Sun-ſet Mr. Gellie hailed her, 
told he was a King's Cruizer, and deſired they would ſend their Boat on Board. 


The Anſwer returned from the Smuggler was, © to bear out of her Way, or the 


« would fire into the Yacht.” Mr, Gellie now fired a Gun a-head, on which the 
Cutter inſtantly diſcharged her Broadſide on the Yacht, and a general Fire on 


both Sides began and continued till it was dark, when a ſtrong Tide having car- 


On the Faſt 


Coaſt, 


Horſeback, eſcorted and protected by Troops of 30, 40, and 50 Men. 


"Tarbatneſs, very large Quantities of Tea, Brandy, Geneva, Rum, &c. and Wine 
have alſo been either openly or clandeſtinely imported and run aſhore ; here 


reſide and receive contraband Goods in different Parts along that Coaſt, beſide 
a great Number of ſmall Sloops and Brigs belonging to and fitted out from the 


ried Mr. Gellic's Veſſel out of Reach of Gun Shot, he loſt Sight of the Smuggler, 
after having received a good deal of Damage in his Sails, Rigging, &c. Two 


Shots in his Hull, and Three Feet Water in his Hold. In a few Days after this 
Engagement (which is but One of many that have taken place betwixt the Re- 
venue and Smuggling Veſſels on the Coaſt of Scotland) the Thunderer got her 


Buſineſs completed with Impunity, having landed at the Mull, Balantrae, and 
Ladyburn her whole Cargo, amounting to no leſs than 400 Boxes of fine, and 
200 Bags of coarſe Tea, and 840 Ankers of Brandy, Rum, and Geneva, This 
happened in the Beginning of October laſt, and about the 20th of November fol- 
lowing the very ſame Veſſel came again from Oſtend, and landed at the Mull 700 
Boxes and 300 Bags of Tea, moſt Part of which was quickly ſent acroſs th 
Country into Edinburgh and Ayrſhire, and to the Borders of England, upo 


In this Manner are Smuggling Practices carried on upon the Veſ Coaſt to an 
alarming Extent. Upon the South Eaſt of Scotland, from St. Abb's Head t 


however, it is not known that there are Numbers of Perſons avowedly aſſociate 
and formed into Companies for conducting this unlawful Trade; but it is rathe 
carried on by Individuals, or Two or Three Perſons at moſt, in Partnerſhip, who 


Places, which are occaſionally ſent Abroad for ſmall Cargoes, and bring them 
Home clandeſtinely in the old Mode of that Trade; there are at preſent about 6 


*Cutters and 4 Luggers, carrying from 14 to 20 Guns, and from 40 to 50 Men 


each, conſtantly employed in bringing over and landing Tea and Spirits from 
| Gottenburgh, Otten, 


Fluſhing, Dunkirk, &c. Theſe Veſſels, built at Fluſhing, 
| | | | Win or 


$COT.CH-DISTILLERY:—Appendix, N* 28. 399 


or in different Ports of England, entirely for the Purpoſe of Smuggling, do ge- 


nerally ſail ſo remarkably faſt, that with the Advantage of being always ſome little 


Diſtance a-head on a Chace, and having it in their Power to chuſe ſuch a 


Courſe as beſt ſuits the Wind, it is very difficult for any of the Revenue Cruizers 


to come up with or take them, they therefore frequently make their Eſcape by 


Flight, to which they ſeem now to truſt more on the Eaſt Coaſt than to great 
Force, having found the latter ineffectual in ſome remarkable Inſtances, particu- 
larly in having at different Times had Three of their beſt armed Veſſels, (one of 


them the Reſolution Cutter, of 242 Tons Burthen, 20 Guns, and 50 Men) made 
Seizure of after pretty long and cloſe Engagements by the Yachts employed on 


that Station under our Direction. We are lately informed, however, that they _ 


are again beginning to add to their Swiftneſs very conſiderable Force; and that 
there is juſt now fitting out at Fluſhing or Oſtend, a Smuggling Cutter for this 
Part of our Coaſt, mounting 40 Carriage Guns, being 12 or 14 long Guns of a 
Sick, and 6 or 8 Carronades (9 or 12 Pounders) betwixt her Ports, fuch Veſſels 
generally bring over at a Time from 60 to 200 Cheſts of Tea, and about 7 or 
800 Ankers of Spirits, which are landed at different Places on the Coaſt, under 


Protection of their Guns in the Offing, and by Means of their own Boats and 
Crews, who go well armed, and often eſcort the Goods a great Way on Shore till 


they are ſafely lodged, or ſcat off as before deſcribed. Theſe Cargoes are fome- 
times commiſſioned in Part by the Smugglers reſiding on Shore, who, with their 


Servants and Aſſiſtants, attend to receive them; or they are ſometimes ſold by 


the Maſter, or a Supercargo on Board, to Veſſels and Boats that come an 
ſide, or to any that will purchaſe on Shore. We are forry to find, that the far 


greater Part of the Tea and Foreign Spirits made uſe of along the Noith Eaſt 


| Coaſt of Scotland is ſupplied in this Manner, notwithſtanding the utmoſt Exertions 


of our Officers at Sea and on Shore to prevent the Importation and Running 
thereof ; and we have ſtrong Reaſon to believe, that very conliderable Quantities 
of both find Means to be conveyed into the Poſſeſſion of entered Dealers in Edin- 
he's and other principal Towns, either ſecretly without Permit, or by Means 
of Permits that have been forged, or fraudulently obtained and applied to cover 
Goods which had never paid Duty, although our conſtant Endeavours have been 
directed, and the ſtricteſt Injunctions given to all our Officers, to prevent ſuch 
illicit and diſhoneſt Practices. The chief Places upon this Side of the Iſland where 


theſe Commodities are imported and landed in Scotland, are about Dunbar, 


Fifeneſs, in St. Andrew's and Lunan Bays, at or near Aberdeen, Peterhead, and 
; Frazerſburgh, and all along the Murray Firth, at each of which Places there reſide 
2 who are concerned, either conſtantly or occaſionally, in this unlawful 
The foregoing Detail is the Reſult of all the material Information we have re- 
ceived of the Nature and Increaſe of Smuggling within theſe laſt Three Years 
and upwards; and from it the Committee will be enabled to judge of the great 


Loſs the Revenue has ſuſtained by ſuch vaſt Quantities of Tea and Spirits being 
poured into this Country without paying any Duty, whereby not only the Fatt 
ndia Company is injured, but Government is defrauded, both immediately to a 


| large Extent, and conſequently by diminiſhing the Amounts on Foreign Exciſeable 


Liquors imported, and by ſinking the Produce of the Home Diſtillery and Brewery 


in conſequence of the Conſumpt of Britiſh-made Spirits, Beer and Ale being 
-— by the Introduction of Foreign ſmuggled Spirits, which now ſupply their 
We have already taken Notice that Tea and Spirits unlawfully imported have 
been much protected and ſaved from Seizure, and brought into the Stocks of 
Dealers, by Means of forged Permits (a Circumſtance which we hope will in fu. 
ture be prevented by the Execution of the ſevere and ſalutary Regulations of the 
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Permits. 


Gale of con- 


denined 


_ Goods, a 


Micit Pre- 
tice in the 
internal Ex- 


| ciſe. 1 


Malt Duties. 


late Act of the 23 Geo. 3. e. 70.) or of authentie Permits fraudulently obtained 

and applied. The Running of Foreign Spirits in ſmall Caſks even in this artfut: 
Manner, as well as in various other Ways, we flatter ourſelves will alſo be checked 
by the Operation of that Act; but we are ſorry to remark; that while the Legi. 
lature has thought proper by Statutes 21 Geo. 3. c. 55. and 22 Geo. J. c. 68. to 
limit the Packages of Tea to be removed at One Time to One Perſon (not being 
the original Package in which it was imported) firſt to Forty and then to Twenty 
Pounds Weight, a great Latitude is ſtill given to the Abufe meant to he corrected, 
by excepting all Tea ſent out of London from this Reſtriction. The Conſequence 


has been, that ſome Dealers in London having a daily great Decreaſe of Stock by 


Retail, and being ſurveyed only occaſionally, and by different Officers than thoſe 
who grant Permits, apply for and obtain Permits for large Quantities of Tea 
which has been ſo decreaſed, and is never ſent off therewith, while the Permits 
themſelves are forwarded by Poſt to fraudulent Dealers in Scotland, who apply 
them for the Protection of Smuggled Tea in their Cuſtody, and afterwards when 
ſuch Tea has been taken Account of as Part of their Stock, new Permits are fre- 
2 demanded and muſt be granted, for ſending it in ſmall Quantities, at dif- 
rent Times, or by different Conveyances, to various Places in England, parti- 
cularly to Neweaſtle, and the more Northern Counties. Various Attemprs have 
been made by our Officers to give a Check to this Species of Smuggling under 
Colour of Law ; but they have not been attended with that Succeſs we could have 
wiſhed, owing to the Secrecy and Art with which ſuch Tranſactions are carried on, 
and the conſequent Difficulty of clearly eſtabliſhing the Fraud. © 
There is another Circumſtance by which we are inclined to think that the Re- 


venue is affected, and Frauds in the Article of Foreign Exciſeable Commodities 
are rendered more eaſy in Commiſſion, and difficult of Detection. By Law, con- 


demned Spirits, Tea, Coffee, &c. are to be publicly ſold to the beſt Advantage, 
at London and Edinburgh in the, cafe of Tea, and there and at the different 
Cuſtom Houſes and Exciſe Offices in Britain as to other Seizures. Such Goods 
are, and frequently maſt be ſold at a Price below the Duties, by which Means the 


Purchaſers have an Advantage over the fair Importers and under the large Credit 


which theſe Purchaſes often afford to Dealers, we have Reafons to believe that 


| ſimilar Commodities which have been ſmuggled are protected and permitted. 
Wich reſpect to illicit Practices exiſting in Scotland, in Defraud of the Revenue 


on the various Branches of the internal Exciſe of this Kingdom, we do not find 
that ſuch Practices are in general upon the Increaſe, or that the Laws already in 


force, by which different Penalties and Forſeitures are inflited upon the Com- 


miſſion and Diſcovery of Offences, are materially defective or inſufficient for the 
Security of theſe Branches of the Revenue under our Management, which we 
have the Satisfaction of informing the Committee have upon the whole increaſed 
within theſe laſt Five Years (the laſt excepted, owing to the particular Circum- 
ſtances of the Seaſon, and Situation of the Country) eſpecially in the Articles of 
Malt Brewery and Malt Diſtillery, Sope, Starch, Candles, Leather, Glaſs, and 
Paper, as may appear by Accounts which we have had the Honour of laying be- 
fore Parliament and the Lords of the Treafury, rr nh 
From this general Obſervation, however, there are a few Exceptions, which we 
take the Liberty of ſubmitting to the ſupetior Conſideration of the Committee, 
1. We apprehend that a great deal of Malt Duty is loſt and evaded by many 


Diſtillers. mak ing uſe of unmalted Corn, ground Grain, or Wheat Flour; for the 


Production of fermented Waſh for making of Low Wines and Spirits, in place 


of the former, and we conceive the better Method of extracting the Spirit wholly 


ſtom malted Corn, by which a more wholeſome and agreeable (though perhaps 


a weaker) Spirit was produced, and more than double the Quantity of Malt was 
. * ; 


* 
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then made uſe of in the Diſtillery, and a proportic 
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4. In the Diſtillery of Spirits for Home Conſumption, (for pres at preſent bit.. 


no Difficulty for Exportation in Scotland) we have too much Reaſon to believe 
that many ſecret and illicit Practices are carried on to the Detrimer ind Eval n 
of the Revenue, even by thoſe Diſtillers who pay the largeſt bee Amount of 
Duties. Theſe Practices are very much encouraged and kept undiſcoyered by 
the local Situation of many of the principal Diſtilleries in Scotland, which are ſet 
up in diſtant Parts of the Country, often on Eminences ſurrounded with high 


- Walls and Gates, and as far as poſſible removed from Towns or Places where 
the Officers can have their Reſidence, the Diſtillers generally occupying as Farms 


a large Part of the Grounds adjoining to their Diſtilleries. This advantageous 
Situation, which prevents their being conſtantly attended by Officers, or ſurveyed 
ſo frequently as would be neceſſary, affords the more fraudulent of them Oppor- 
tunities of privately brewing, or receiving and concealing Waſh, and of charging 


their Stills therewith in the Abſence of the Officers, notwithſtanding all the Locks 
and Faſtenings, and other Reſtrictions which the Laws have hitherto impoſed. — 


Beſides theſe more open and direct Breaches of poſitive Statutes, for which Pe- 
nalties are provided on Difcovery and Conviction, we humby apprehend that the 
Diſtillery Duties are leſs productive than they might and ought to be, from the 
following Circumſtances, which do not fall recite nc I 

ſeem to merit the Attention of the Committee, and the more eſpecially as we be- 
lieve they are not peculiar to this Part of the United Kingdom, but relate equally 
to England. "nnd „„ 


iſt, From the Mode in which the Duties on Diſtillery are aſcertained and 
charged, viz. not upon the aua Number of Gallons of Low Wines and 


ly under that Deſcription, but 


Spirits diſtilled, (although all the Laws impoſing the Duties refer to that only, 


and lay ſo much per Gallon on the Low Wines, and ſo much per Gallon 
on the Spirits) but according to a preſumptive Calculation from the Quantity 
of Waſh in the Cuſtody of the Diltiller, and taken Account of by the 


Officers. This Idea probably originated from, and has been put in practice 


ſince the Act of the 4th. of Queen Anne, c. 12, ſ. 4. which 0 a provi- 


Honal Regulation in the Caſe of Waſh being found miſſing ; but that proviſional 
Rule has ever ſince been made the general Mode of charging the Duty, in the 
Proportion from a given Quantity of Malt Waſh of One Fourtn Part thereof, as 


the ſuppoſed Produce into Low Wines, and, of Three Fifths of theſe Low Wines 


charged with, and pay Duty for no more than theſe preſumed Quantities, though 
it is an undeniable! Fact, that in conſequence of great Improvements made in the 
Arts of Fermentation and Diſtillation, ſince the Year, 1705, many Diſtillers do now 
bring from their Waſh near double theſe. Quantities of Low Wines and Spirits, 
and thereby, even in this acknowledged Manner, are they exeemed from al- 
moſt One Half of the Duties which we conceive the Legiſlature intended to 


as the, Produce. into Proof Spirit; Cogn Diſtillers, therefore, are at this 75 


lay on Britiſh-made Spirits. — The Surplus Quantity above theſe Propor- 


tions is alledged by the Traders to be, and taken Account of by the 


Officers as Faints or After Runnings, on which no Duty is chargeable, although 


it is well known that the greater Part of it is as good a Spirit of the Firſt or Se- 
cond Extraction as what had before come from the Still, —2dly. We canceive 


that Duty is alſo evaded by there being no Reſtriftion e Dera charging 
their Waſh Stills, perhaps only Half or Three-fourths full with fermented Waſh 


in Part, and with Faints and Water to any Extent. This Allowance being given 


them, and no Charge being ſet forward from ſuch Faipts and Water, not only 
are Diſtillers excemed- from Duty for Part of the actual Produce of their Stills 


when worked off, but alſo from any Duty on a large Proportion of the Materials with 


which their Stills are filled. A Third Circum 


ce, very prejudicial to the Re- 
. 


venue 


' ReAifiers and 


Compoundets, 


” Private diftfl- 
ling. 


dom, and that public entered Diſtilleries were erecte 
of Scotland for ſupplying the Inhabitants with an Article which they cannot want, 

and muſt have in one Way or another, we ſhould flatter ourſelves with the Hopes 
of ſeeing the Diſtillery Branch of our Revenue riſe to a moſt reſpectable Height. 
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venue arifing from the Diſtillery, is the unlimited Liberty given by the Ad 
21 Geo. III. c. 55. ſ. 30. to Dealers and Diſtillers to reduce their Britiſh Spirics 


in Stock with Water, in the Sight of the proper Officer, to as low a Duality as 


they pleaſe ; which Indulgence, * to the very extraordinary Strength of ſome 
Diller Spirits from their Stills, has opened a wide Door to Fraud, and very 
conſiderably affected the Amounts on this Branch. Athly, We have the greater 


Reaſon to take Notice of this Evil, that by a late Deciſion in the Court of Ex. 


chequer in Scotland, it has been almoſt entirely put out of the Power of our Of. 
ficers to give it any tolerable Check; for, in a Queſtion with the Diſtillers, it was 
there determined, that by Law Officers of Exciſe have no Authority to aſcertain 


the Strength of Britiſh Spirits by the Hydrometer, or otherwiſe, ſo as to inſert the 


Strength thus aſcertained in their Accounts of Stock, and in Permits; or upon 
finding Spirits of a different Quality in Stock, or removing, to ſeize the ſame az 
'forfeited, becauſe they were not the Spirits of which an Account had been taken 
and Duties thereon charged. It is with Concern that we remark, that much Duty 
is loſt and much Fraud committed by the Diſtillers having it thus in their Power 
to reduce their Stock one Day almoſt as low as Punch, and next Day to raiſe it 
(by diſpoſing Part of the weak, and making an Addition of ſtrong Spirits from 
private) to 40, 60, or even 80 per Cent. above Proof, with abſolute Impunity, 


provided the total Quantity is not increaſed. In the ſame Manner Britiſh Spirits 


of the loweſt Quality and meaneſt Value are ſent out with Permit; but there being 
no Check as to the Identity, Spirits of the ſtrongeſt Kind and higheſt Price are 
ſubſtituted in their Place, and under ſuch general Permit muſt be received into 
Stock, In each of theſe different Manners, and particularly the laſt mentioned, 
do Diſtillers evade or re paying Duty to a very conſiderable Extent. 
3. As Rectifiers and Compounders of Spirits pay no Duty themſelves, and as 
the Spirits they receive undergo Operations by which their Quantity is altered and 
their Strength varied, we have found that theſe rectifying and compounding Houſes 
frequently ſerve to ſcreen the Spirits diſtilled by entered Diſtillers from Payment 
of Bas. and often become ſafe Repoſitories for Spirits that have been unlawfully 
and privately diſtilled. This leads us to obſerve, n... VVV 
4. That notwithſtanding all the Care and Proviſions of the Legiſlature to 
prohibit the eg making of Spirit, and our moſt unremitting Attention and 
ſtricteſt Injunctions to our Officers to carry the ſame into Execution, it is an un- 
ueſtionable Truth, that throughout Scotland, and particularly in the remote 
Highlands and Northern Counties, a great deal of Spirits are diſtilled both for 
Sale and for private Uſe. The Injury the Revenue thereby ſuſtains is conſider- 


able, and could it be accompliſhed (of which however we entertain great Doubts) 


that the Uſe of ſmall Stills was totally rg. pro pg 7 of the King- 
ina ifferent Counties 


We cannot, however, conclude this Subject, without requeſting the Attention 
of the Committee to an Exemption from Duties claimed and enjoyed by Mr. 
Forbes, of Culloden, for all Spirits diſtilled from Grain of the Growth of his Lands 


of Ferrintoſh, in the County of Inverneſs. To avoid the Extenſion of this Re- 


port to too great a Length, we have herewith ſent a ſeparate State of this Caſe ® ; 
and have only to obſerve, that upon the ſame Principles, and for the like good 


{er * IE ua. : EE INES 
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„Note. — This State makes Appendix, Ne 1, to the Second Report of the Committee appointed to 
enquire into the illicit Practices uſed in defrauding the Revenue, dated 1ſt March 1784, Page 


47, &c. 
Rezſons, 
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Reaſons, which induced Government to purchaſe the Property of the Iſle of Man, 


as a Means of preventing the Smuggling carried on from thence, it appears to us 


an Object worthy of the Conlideration of the Committee, whether this, pernicious | 


[Exemption in Favour of Ferrintoſh ought not in like Manner to be taken away by 


Purchaſe, that all Parts of the Kingdom may be on the ſame Footing, and that 
neither the entered Diſtillers of Scotland or of England, nor the Revenues ariſing 
from them, may be injured by a Privilege which is becoming more and more 


extenſive in its Operation, and which however proper to be granted at the Time, 


is now ſenſibly felt to be attended with the worſt Effects. 

5. The Tax on Goods and Eſtates fold by Auction, has been leſs. pro- 
ductive than we apprehend might have been in Scotland, owing not only to the 
vaſt Number of Exemptions contained in the Acts, under ſome one or other of 


which a, large Proportion of Sales are found or held to fall, but to a general and 


important Doubt that has prevailed, ariſing from the Words made Uſe of in the 
Law, whether a licenſed Auctioneer is neceſſary for the Sale of Articles on which 
no Duty is chargeable, and which having been almoſt univerſally determined in 


the negative, a very material Check has thereby been loſt againſt many Evalions 
of this Duty, notwithſtanding the beſt Endeavours of our Officers to ſecure and 


increaſe this Branch. 
6. The Duties ariſing from Male Servants in Scotland, have alſo been leſs 
productive than we could have expected or wiſhed. —This is occaſioned not only 


y its being in ſome Meaſure a voluntary Tax, and by the Difficulty of diſcover- 


ing an and convicting . thoſe who evade it, but very much by reaſon of the Number 
do 


Duty on Aucs 
tions. 


Duty on Male 
Servants, W 


ubtſul Caſes which have occurred relative to Soldiers, Sailors, and Appren- 


'tices acting as Servants, and particularly relative to Gardeners, on Account of the 
general Clauſe of Exemption in their Favours if Day Labourers, under which laſt 


Deſcription a great many Perſons hired and paid by the Day, Week, or Month, 


have claimed to be excemed; and, notwithſtanding the Opinions of the Engliſh 


Judges on this Point, we have not yet been ſucceſs ul in getting it choroughly af- 


\Certained. or een enforced. 7 
e » |" which i is humbly. ſubmitted by, 
Eaciſc Office, Edinburgh, 3 5 Seeg Uh ban. 
.$th January 178 5 ; W101 wal 
my” 7 We. ; mls James Stodart. 
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SECOND REPORT by the CommiliBbatte of Excif i in Scothnd; to 
the Committee of the Houſe of Commons, appointed in the Year 1783, 
to enquire into the illicit Practices then uſed in defrauding the Revenue 
of this Kingdom, and the moſt effectual Methods of preventing fame, with 


their Opinion of ſuch Amendments in the exiſting Laws relating to the 


Exciſe, as would be materially uſeful for the better "IO of the Revenue 
under their Management. 


IN this Report we ſhall, in obedience to the 3 of the Com. 
mittee, requeſt their Attention rather to thoſe Defects that have occurred to us 


in che Laws of . at preſent in F orce, and to 2 Amendments of them as 


wf 


Fftauds and Aicic Practices, which is made the Subject 


may be uſeful to the Revenue, than to day general 


. 


9 4. 


great 
many of them are, as has been ftated in a preceding Report. By the 6th Section 
of the above-mentioned Acts, it is provided, that Veſſels liable by former Laws to 
be burnt, 59 7 under oo Tons if ſeized for Importation, and under 50 Tons 


for Hovering) are now to be broken up, or uſed in His Majeſty's Service, and for 
uch Veſſels only as the Court of Exchequer reſtricted from granting Writs of 


Delivery on Security to anſwer the appraiſed Value. In conſequence of this 
Diſtinctſon, Ships of larger Size and of greater Detriment, though forfeired, fall 
bn Condetmmarion to be diſpoſed ol entire, and may, in the mean Time, be given 
our to the Claimant on ſuch Security, By their being thus enabled to get imme- 
diate Poſſeffion of their larger Veſſels, Smugglers can and do continue their illicit 


Practices in the ſame Veſſels With very lirfle Interruption, notwithſtanding their 


Extenſon of 
the min ot 
Atts and 
breaking wp 
or uſing 3 
Veſſels forfcit- 
ed for Hover- 
ing or Impor- 
tation of _ 
Spirits. 


Seizure, which is a very great Advantage to them, and always attended with bad 
Conſequences to the Revenue. On theſe Accounts, and becauſe we cannot ſee 
any good Reaſon why Offenders of greater Magnitude ſhould eſeape, or be in a 
more fayourable Situation than thoſe of leſs Size and Guilt, we would humbly 
ſuggeſt as an Amendment of this Law, that the Hovering Acts be extended to 
Veſfels above 200 Tons, or of Whatever Burthen, in the ſame Manner, and for the 
jr Reaſ5ns as his been done in'the Caſe of Veſſels importing Spirits; and alſo 
hat an'expreſs Proviſion be made for breaking vp, or uſing in the Service, every 
Veſſel of Whatever Size that ſhall be forfeited, either for hovering or for importing 


Foreign Spirits in ſmall Caſks, and for preventing Writs of Delivery from being 


granted by the Court of 'Exchequer for any ſuch Veſſels, unleſs in the Caſe of 


Delay of proceeding to Trial and Condemnation for the Space of Three Terms. 


2. Some remarkable Cafes that have of late Years fallen under our Obſer- 
vation, give us Occaſion to remark a material Defect in the criminal Branch of 
the Revenue Law, which, in our humble Opinion, merits Attention, and requires 
Amendment. Officers commanding Veſſels fitted out to crvize againſt the Smug- 
glers, have frequently been forcibly reſiſted, and fired upon by the armed Cut- 


ters and Luggers, and have had ſome of their Hands wounded and killed when 


acting in Diſcharge of their Duty in ſeizing, or endeavouring to ſeize Goods and 
Veſſels liable to Forfeiture, The avowed Purpoſe of fitting out and employing 
Smuggling Cutters and Ships of ſuch large Size and Force as do now generally 
infeſt our Coaſt, and as is more particularly deſcribed in a preceding Report, is 
evidently that they may be able to cope with, and if poſſible to overcome all the 
Cruizers in the Revenue Service. By Law Perſons guilty of obſtructing, wound- 
ing, or ſhooting at Officers of Cuſtoms or Exciſe, within the Limits of a Pyri, are 


[ws by Tranſportation on the gth, and by Death on the 19th Geo. II. No 


xe declared to be forfeited in that Predicament, and 


uniſhment, however, is inflicted by Statute on Perſons: guilty of oppoſing and 
hindering with Violence ſuch Officers from ſeizing prohibited Goods, liable to For- 
ſeiture, for being found on Board of Veſſels hovering within Tuo Leagu-s of the 
Shore, although by the Laws at preſent in Force, af Oh e rc of Goods 
facers are authorized and 
required to ſeize the ſame. For the moſt aggravated Obſſructions of this Nature 
happening - without. the Limits of a Port, it has been found extremely difficult, or 


rather. impoſſible to obtain any adequate Puniſhment of the Delinquents, as for a 


Miſcemeahor at Common Law. On account, therefore; of the preſent formidable 


Mode of Smuggling by Force of Arms, it occurs to us as neceſſary for the Inte- 


: reſt 
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reſt of the Revenue, and the Protection of its Officers, that this Defect ſhould Felony in the 
be amended, and that by Act of Parliament it ſhould be made Felony in the geg Fu 
Maſter and Crew of any Veſſel having prohibited or uncuſtomed Goods on $myggling | 
Board, and being within Two Leagues of the Shore, that ſhall obſtruct or reſiſt, fire berg 2 
upon or wound any Perſon belonging to any Veſſel or Boat in the Service of the Revenue Cut- 
Revenue of Cuſtoms or Exciſe, acting in Diſcharge of his Duty, in ſeizing or en- Tae 0 
N 6 ol the Shore. 


- 


deayouring to ſeize ſuch Veſſel or Goods. | %% 3 114 0 
3- There is another Defe& in the Law of Scotland, which often materially 
affects the Intereſt of the Revenue under our Management, and on that Account 
deſerves Amendment, viz, that when Juſtices of the Peace act with Impropriety, 
or even in direct Oppoſition to particular Statutes, relative to Matters of Revenue, 
Inſtances of which very frequently occur, they cannot, according to an Opinion of the 
King's Counſel which we have received on that Head, be puniſhed for what they 
do, or be compelled to act more agreeably to their Duty in future, In England 
again, the Court of King's Bench has a ſuperintending Juriſdiction over all Juſ- 
tices of the Peace in that Part of the Kingdom, who may be and often are pro+ 
ſecuted by Information for refuſing to act agreeably to Law, or for acting contrary 
to it, and are puniſhed at the Diſcretion of the Court; but in this Country there 
is no ſuperior Court that has ſuch ſuperintending Juriſdiction.— On which Ac» 
count we are induced to ſuggeſt, as a Meaſure that will prove of great Utility to 
the Revenue under our Management, that either the Court of Exchequer or Court 
of Seſſion in Scotland, ſhould be by Law inveſted with a ſimilar ſuperintending A fuperintend 
Juriſdiction, fo as upon Motion or Complaint on the Part of the Crown, to ſet ing Jwiſdic- 1 
aſide illegal or improper Judgments or Orders by the Juſtices of the Peace, in ewe ; 
Matters relative to the King's Revenue or its Officers; to puniſh Juſtices for Peace, to be 
refuſing to obey, or for wilfully diſobeying any Law of Exciſe, and to compel G in Pe. 
them to act more agreeably to their Duty ia Time coming. This Regulation en e 
becomes now the more neceſſary, on Account of the Increaſe of Smuggling Prac- di ere | 
tices along the Coaſts, and in many interior Parts of this Country, which we are Revenue, ; 
ſorry to have obſerved are rather encouraged, than effectually puniſhed or pre- 
vented, by the too favourable Judgments of the Juſtices in different Counties, 
where the Penalties of Treble Value for unſhipping, receiving, or harbouring 
Run Goods, as well as for other Offences, are too often mitigated to the moſt in- 
conſiderable trifling Sums, without our having any Means of obtaining Redreſs. 
4. We have often remarked with Concern, that after Seizures of Veſſels, 
or of prohibited or uncuſtomed Goods have been made by our Officers on the 
cleareſt and moſt indiſputable Grounds, there is ſtill great Encouragement given 
to Smugglers to enter ill founded and litigious Claims thereto in the Court of Ex- 
chequer, merely with a View of creating Trouble, Delay, and Expence to the 
Crown, which Inconvenience we conceive to have ariſen, in a great Degree, from 
the Smallneſs of the Sum in which Defendants are by Law obliged to find Security 
by Recognizance to anſwer the Coſts occaſioned by theſe Claims —The Aas 
8 Ann. c. 17. and 15, and 16 Geo, II. c. 31. limited that Sum to /. 3o, but it 
was extended to /. 60 by the Third of the preſent King.—Still, however, we 
humbly preſume to think that the Sum is not ſufficiently large, for it frequently 
happens that the Expence of a Trial and obtaining a Verdict, forteiting a Ship or 
Goods to which the moſt vexatious Claim has been put in, does, in conſequence of 
ſuch Claim, and of the Defendants ſtanding out to the laſt Hour, amount to ſeveral 
Hundred Pounds, and yet the utmoſt that is demandable from them on that Account 
is but £.60. This proves a Loſs and Diſcouragement to Officers making ſuch 
Seizures, and is apt to deter them from the future vigorous Execution of their 
Duty in this Reſpect. So great an Advantage too, on the Side of the Claimer, 
becomes prejudicial to the Intereſt of the Revenue, and the more eſpecially as by 
the low Taxation of Coſts payable by Defendants in the Exchequer, ſuch Coſts 
. OY ;K © occaſioned 


occaſioned by Claims are generally reduced even under J. 60. whereby the Re- 
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Defeft in the 
Laws relative 
to the Duties 
on Leather in 
Scotland. 


Authority to 
the Commil.' 
ſioners of 
Exciſe to 
farm remote 
Iſlands and 
P.aces in ; 


Scotland. 


4:6 SCOTCH DIS TILLE RV. Appendix, N* 29. 


mainder of the Charges of Condemnation falls as a Load upon the Seizure, which 
other ways ought to have been charged on the Claim. For theſe Reaſons we would 
humbly ſubmit the Propriety of an Amendment of the Law in this Particular, 
that either the Penalty of the Recogriizance fhould be conſiderably enlarged, or 


that in every Caſe the Defendant ſhould be made liable to pay, upon Taxation, 
the full Coſts incurred on the Part of the Crown, | 


F. There appears to us a Defection in the Laws relative to the Duty on Hides 
in Scotland, which has often been found prejudicial to the Intereſt of the Revenue 
on that Branch: It is of Tanners exerciſing at the ſame Time the Trade of Cur. 
riers, or other Cutters of Leather, which opens the Door to the Commiſſion of 
great Frauds, and therefore it has wiſely been prohibited in England by the At 
1ſt James I. cap. 22. confirmed by the Statute gth Ann, cap. 11. This Law, 


nowever, has long been underſtood to be confined to that Part of the United 


Kingdom alone, and therefore an Extenſion of it to Scotland, by an expreſs Clauſe 
for that Purpoſe, ſeems to be required. „ | 5 
6. Though the very remote Situation, and preſent uncultivated and thinly in- 
habited State of the diſtant Iſlands and Places in the Northern and Weſtern Parts 
of Scotland, cannot defray the Charges, or afford Conveniency for Officers of the 
Revenue being ſtationed there to collect the Duties of Exciſe and other Duties, 
yer it is ſurely unreaſonable that on theſe Accounts ſuch Duties ſhould be totally 
oft, The Practice of granting the Leaſe of theſe Duties at an adequate Rent, and 
for a limited Time, ſeems therefore to be highly expedient ; but as the Law at 
preſent ſtands, only the Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, or Perſons ſpecially 
appointed by the Crown, can grant ſuch Leaſes for a Term not exceeding Three 
Years. It is therefore ſubmitted, as an Amendment of ſuch Law, how far a Clauſe, 
veſting in us the like Authority to let to Farm theſe remote Parts, might not be 


of Advantage, in order to prevent the many Inconveniencies and Loſſes to the Re- 


venue, that muſt and do unavoidably occur while this Matter remains on its pre- 


ſent Footing. : / „„ 
There are ſome other Defects and Inaccuracies in the exiſting Laws relative to 


the Exciſe, which have occurred to us at different Times, but they are either of 


ſo immaterial Conſequence as not to deſerve the Attention of the Committee, or 
they ſhall be taken Notice of, under the Branches to which they relate, in our ſub- 
ſequent Report. „ 5 
5 8 All which is humbly ſubmitted by, 
Exciſe Office, Edinbur gbd. dere L 
b January 1784. | George Brown, 
wi ITS James Stodart, 
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Appendix, Ne 30. 
THIRD REPORT by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, to the 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons, appointed in the Year 1783, to 


enquire into the illicit Practices then uſed in defrauding the Revenue of 


this Kingdom, and the moſt effectual Methods of preventing the ſame, 
with their Opinion of the moſt effectual general Methods of preventing the 
ſaid illicit Practices. „ e 


AVING, in our Firſt Report, ſtated all the material Information in our Power 
with reſpect to the Nature and Extent of the illicit Practices prevailing in 


Scotland, to the Detriment under our Management of the Revenues, as well with 


reſpect to the Importation and Running of Foreign Goods, as in the ſeveral 
Branches of the internal Exciſe of this Part of the United Kingdom, we now beg 
Leave to ſubmit to the Conſideration of the Committee, ſuch Obſervations as have 
occurred to us on the probable Means of preventing theſe Frauds and Abuſes. 
Me have already taken Notice, that the pernicious Trade of Smuggling of Tea, 
Coffee, Foreign Spirits, &c. has increaſed within theſe few Years paſt, and in our 
Experience of that Fact, we have from Time to Time endeavoured to take ſuch 
Meaſures as appeared to us moſt effectual for preventing the Evil as it grew. 
Theſe Meaſvres in general have been ſuch as the Laws in force would authorize, 
and the Situation of the Country, and the Circumſtances of the Cafe would admit. 
For the Purpoſes of checking the Practices of Smuggling by Sea, and of ſeizing 
Veſſels with contraband Goods, found hovering within the prohibited Diſtance 
from the Shore, or within the Limits of a Port, and ſeizing Goods unlawfully 
unſhipped and landed without Payment of Duties, we have, with the Approbation 
of the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, fitted out and employed 


Meaſures hi» 
therto taken 
for the Sup · 
preſſion ot 
Smuggling. 


At Sea. 


under our own immediate Direction, ſince the Year 1770, ſeveral Veſſels to cruize 


againſt the Smugglers, both on the Eaſt and Weſt Coaſts of Scotland, and we have 
increaſed their Size and Force, and Number of Men, in proportion as we found 


the Veſſels employed by the Smugglers to increaſe in theſe Reſpects. On the 


Weſt Coaſt (where there are alſo Three armed Cuſtom Houſe Cutters ſtationed, 
we have in our Service—1ſt, An unarmed Exciſe Boat at the Port of Greenock, 
With Six Hands for boarding and preventing the Smuggling of Rum, &c. from 

the Weſt India Ships arriving in the Clyde, — 2dly. A ſmall Veſſel with eight Men, 
and a few Swivel Guns, under the Command of one of our Inland Officers, 
ſtationed at the centrical Port of Ayr, for checking the Smuggling of Teas, Sope, 

Tobacco, &c. from Ireland, to the Weſt Coaſt and Highlands, which has become. 
very frequent and extenſive ſince the Concluſion of the War.——3dly. A Cutter 
called the Prince of Wales, of 127 Tons Burthen, 50 Men, and 16 Carriage 


Guns (6 and 12 Pounders.)—-On the Eaſt Coaſt (where Two armed Cuſtom 


Houſe Cutters are ſtationed) there are employed as Cruizers againſt the Smug- 
glers under our Dire&ion— iſt. The Royal Charlotte, a Cutter of 204 Tons 
Burthen, mounting 16 Carriage Guns (6, 9, and 18 Pounders) with 50 Men 
and 2dly, The Royal George, a Cutter of 155 Tons Burthen, 16 Guns (18 


Pounders) and 50 Men; but this laſt mentioned (which was ſeized by the. 


Officer who now commands her, and condemned upwards of Eight Years ago) 
5 N ; | l . b 7 Fe | being 
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being found much decayed, in want of Repairs, and a very dull Sailer, in compa- 
riſon with the ſwift running ones generally made uſe of by the Smugglers, we 
propoſe to diſpoſe of, and have lately contracted to build in her place a large Cut- 
ter, Copper ſheathed, of about 240 Tons Burthen, and fit to carry 18 or 20 Guns, 
ſo as ſhe may occaſionally, united with the Royal Charlotte, venture to attack 
whatever comes upon this Coaſt in an illegal and hoſtile Way. By Means of theſe 
Three Jaſt-mentioned Cruizers, we have the Satisfaction to acquaint the Com- 
mittee, that not only a great deal of Smuggling has been prevented, but pretty 


conſiderable Seizures of Ships and Goods have been made at Sea within theſe laſt 
Five or Six Years, the Quantity of Spirits imported, and Duties paid thereon, and 


the Quantity of Tea ſent with Permit from England, have been kept up to their 
former Extent, if not increaſed. That the Maſters of ſeveral ſmuggling Veſſels 
have been obliged to enter into the Recognizance required, and been proſecuted for 
the £. 300 Penalty impoſed by the Act 19 Geo, III. c. 6g—and that betwixt 
4 and 500 ſtout and able Seamen (moſtly taken on Board of ſmuggling Veſſels) 
were furniſhed to His Majeſty's Navy during the Courſe of the Jaſt-War, without 
72 E to Government, in conſequence of the Exertions and Succeſs of theſe 

achts. | | . A 

To theſe Meaſures by Sea, we have joined repeated ſtrict Directions to all our 
Collectors, Superviſors, and Officers, to exert themſelves in preventing and de- 
tecting every Species of Smuggling on Shore, in conſequence of which Seizures of 
Tea, Coffee, Spirits, &c. have 1 05 made by them on Land to a conſiderable 


Amount. In their Aſſiſtance and Support, we have cauſed Military Force to be 
employed at thoſe Times and Places where it could be had; and as an additional 
Stimulus to the Officers of the Army and Soldiers in the faithful and vigorous Ex- 


ertion of their Duty on this Service, His Majeſty was pleaſed, by his Privy Seal 


Warrant of the 22d of December 1779, to allow them a Reward, not exceeding 


12 þ per Cent, of the Nett Produce of all Seizures made by their Aid, which they 


have ever ſince conſtantly received, In fine, where, notwithſtanding all the Vigi- 


| lance of our Officers at Sea or on Shore, prohibited and run Goods have till been 


P rolecutions, 


Cauſes of 


their having 


proved incffec. 
| 


gor ſafely imported and landed, and eſcaped Seizure; and alſo where they have been 
eized, and certain Information of the Perſons concerned in unſhipping or receiving 
them, has been obtained and communicated to us by our Officers or other credi- . 
ble Perſons, we have not failed to carry on Proſecutions for Penalties in the Ex- 
chequer, or before the Juſtices of the Peace, and in the Exchequer for Duties by 
Engliſh Bill, wherever the Circumſtances of the Caſe, and the Evidence of the Fact, 
would admit of ſuch Proceedings being had with Effect. 3 | 
Nothwithſtanding of all theſe Efforts, however, on our Part and that of our 
Officers, we are ſorry to ſay, that they have hitherto proved but very ineffeftual 
towards the total Cure of the Evil either by Sea or Land. In the former Caſe, this 
has been occaſioned by the vaſt Extent of our Coaſts (much of them unprotected and 


_ thinly inhabited) and the great Variety of Places peculiarly adapted for the landing 


of ſmuggled Goods; by the Number of Veſſels almoſt conſtantly employed in 


that Trade, and the Information and Aſſiſtance they receive from Shore; by ſuch 
Veſſels being built for the Purpoſe of faſt ſailing, fo as in a Diſcovery and Chace 
to get away from the Revenue Cruizers (Inſtances of which almoſt Weekly occur) 


or if eſcape by Flight proves impracticable, by frequently holding theſe Cruizers 


at Defiance, in conſequence of ſuperior Strength in point of Number of Men, 
Guns, and Weight of Metal, to the Force that oppoſes them, in the doing of which 
all of our Cutters have had repeated cloſe Engagements at different Times, 


their Veſſels have been damaged, their Men wounded, and ſome of them killed. 


The Exertions of our Officers an Shore have been defeated, either by the forcible 
Manner (deſcribed in a former Report) in which Run Goods are landed, and the 
Numbers convened and afliſting in the landing; or by the Art with which 
; + | 0 = th cy 
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they are ſecreted, after landing, in ſubterraneous Vaults and Holes well guarded, 
and of the moſt difficult Acceſs, or by the numerous Gangs of Horſe and Men 


(often armed with Clubs or Bludgeons, heavy Whips,” Cutlaſſes, Piſtols, or Muſs 


kets) that collect together and carry ſuch Goods through the Country, frequently 


in open Day, or on public Roads and Streets, ſo that if any Revenue Officers 
were by themſelves to attempt to ſtop or ſeize them, they would infallibly be af- 
faulted and beat off, and probably might loſe their Lives. oo 

The Means hitherto uſed having therefore, from theſe Cauſes, proved inadequate 
to the Purpoſe of ſupprefling Smuggling, we would now. beg leave to ſuggeſt, 
with great Deference, ſuch further probable Methods as appear to us to have a 
Tendency to the Cure of an Evil of ſo great Magnitude and Importance to the 
Intereſt of this Count. FFF 


Further pro- 
bable Methods 
of Prevention. 


In general, as it is an undoubted Truth that the Increaſe of Smuggling alwags / 


bears a Proportion to the Temptation, and as the high Duties on ſeveral Articles 


imported into this Kingdom, particularly on Tea, Foreign Spirits, &c. have cer- 


tainly occaſioned the Extenſion, while they have advanced the Profits of illicit 


Trade, we ſubmit to the ſuperior Judgment of the Committee, whether in Lower Duties, 


the Event of any of theſe high Duties being lowered, the Revenue might not be 


finally benefitted, and ſmuggling Practices diminiſhed, at leaſt as to theſe principal 


Articles. This, however, is a Matter both of ſuch Delicacy and Intricacy, that 


we only mention it as a fit Subject of Conſideration among the extenſive Views 


of the Committee, without pretending to hazard any preciſe Opinion upon it. 


In the next Place, we apprehend that while the Temptation to ſmuggling 


Practices continues, and Men are thereby diſpoſed to run every Riſk in their 
Commiſſion, the further Extenſion of penal Statutes, and an increaſed Severity of 
Puniſhment of audacious Offenders, becomes abſolutely requiſite, On this Prin- 
ciple we have in a ſeparate Report relative to Amendments of exiſting Laws ſub- 


mitted Two Propoſitions; 1ft. That as it ſeems proper that a Diſtinction ſhould: Severe „ 


niſhment of 


Maſter ane 


land Goods in unarmed Veſſels, with few Hands, and thoſe who carry on this Crew of arm- 
ed (muggling 


Veſſels. 


be made betwixt thoſe Perſons who clandeſtinely and without Force import and 


Trade in a daring and warlike Manner, it ſhould be made Felony in the Maſter 
and Crew of any Veſſel having prohibited or uncuſtomed Goods on Board, and 
being within Two Leagues of the Shore, that ſhall either carry Arms in Time of 
Peace, or that ſhall obſtruct or reſiſt, fire upon or wound any Perfon belonging 


9 


to any Veſſel or Boat in the Service of the Revenue of Cuſtoms or Exciſe acting 


in Diſcharge of his Duty, in ſeizing or endeavouring to ſeize any Veſſel or Goods 
liable to Forfeiture by any Law then in force. This, or ſome other ſuitable Mode 


of puniſhing theſe more daring Offenders, appears to us the more neceſſary, that 


Veſſel. which has reſiſted and fought a Revenue Cruizer, is liable to no Sort of 
penal Conſequence whatever, but muſt be immediately diſcharged ; and even in 
Time of War he can only be impreſſed into the Navy, by which he either ex- 


xt preſent, and in Time of Peace, a Sailor taken on Board of an armed Smuggling: 


changes his Situation to Advantage, or takes the firſt Opportunity of Deſertion, 
and returning to his old Employment and Friends, while the Maſter, or Com- 


mander (who is generally the moſt active and guilty) eſcapes with Impunity, 
even in War Time, it having been determined in ſome Courts of Law, that be is 
not liable to be impreſſed; and as the Act 19 Geo. III. c. 69. does not require 
that he ſhall enter into a Recognizance with /ufficient Sureties to anſwer the £.3co., 
Penalty thereby impoſed, his own fimple Security muſt be taken, and probably 


before it can be forfeited he has left this Country, and is making another Voyage 
of the ſame Kind. — adly, That the Hovering Acts, which at preſent extend only to Exten 


Veſſels under 200 Tons Burthen, ſhould be extended to Veſſcls of whatever Size, e 


Acts to Vet- 


in the ſame Manner as has been done in the Caſe of Veſſels importing Spirits in ſels of every 
| Mall Caſks ; that the Court of Exchequer be reſtrained from granting Writs of sie. 


5 L Delivery 
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Hovering 
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Breaking up 
or uſing all 
Veſſels con- 
demned for 


— 


Delivery for any Veſſel ſeized, either for Hovering or Importation of Spirits, 
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and that all ſuch Veſſels, after Condemnation, be broke up or uſed in His Ma- 
jelty's Service, in place of confining that Mode of Diſpoſal, as at preſent, to Veſ. 


ſels under 50 Tons, forfeited for Hovering, and to thoſe under 100 Tons, for- 


feited for Importation of Spirits, We conceive that theſe further Proviſions have 
become requiſite in conſequenee of the increaſed Size of the more dangerous and 
deſtructive Sort of Smuggling Veſſels, which are now frequently found to be from 


2 to near 300 Tons Burthen, 


Next to the effectual Puniſhment of all thoſe who are avowedly employed or 
concerned in forcibly bringing prohibited or uncuſtomed Goods from foreign Parts 


upon our Coaſts, and to the Diſtinction of the Inſtruments of their Miſchief of 


A proper and 


efficient Wa- 


ter Guard, 


Yachts, 


Preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment of 
the Exciſe 
Yachts, 


whatever Size, we apprehend that the beſt Security againſt fraudulent Importations 
is to be had in a proper, efficient, and active Water Guard, under the immediate 
Direction and Control of the different Revenue Boards, and that every Circum- 
ſtance which tends to encourage and facilitate the Exertions of their Officers at 
Sea is of material Conſequence to ſo deſirable an End. Upon this Principle we 
have made it our Study to meet the Attempts of Smugglers, by fitting out and 
maintaining Veſſels of like Conſtruction with theirs, and of equal or ſuperior 


Force; but we are ſorry to be under the Neceſſity of adding, that, after ſeveral 


Years Experience, we find that the good Effects reſulting from ſuch an Eſtabliſh- 
ment cannot be completely accompliſhed unleſs there is ſome Alteration made in 
the Conſtitution of the Yachts in our Service, and greater Encouragement pro- 
vided for the Officers and Men belonging to them, who are now frequently called 
to engage Smugglers as Enemies, and are expoſed to be wounded, or to loſe their 
Lives in the Cauſe. Here it may be proper to inform the Committee, that by 
Directions of the Lords of the Treaſury, and His Majeſty's Warrant under His 
Privy Seal, dated the 22d of December 1779, the whole Expence incurred by 
the Building, Ovtfit, Repairs, and Support of the Yachts under our Management 


(including the Wages and Subſiſtence of the Officers and Crews, and every other 
Article of Charge) is ordered to be defrayed in the following Manner, viz. 
One Third Part thercof to be paid on the Incidents of our Revenues, One 


Third Part out of the King's, and One Third Part out of the Seizure Makers: 


though the Servants of one C 


Share of Seizures, reſpectively, made 
Share of Seizures in any One Year does not exceed One Third of the whole 
Expence of the Veſſel (which whole Expence for the Two largeſt Yachts is about 
L. 2,100 each, and for the Third, about /. 1,800 a Year) neither the Com- 


by theſe Veſſels: So that if the Informers 


mander, Officers, or Men, do or can receive a ſingle Farthing of Benefit from any 
Seizure they may make, although in the Making thereof they have braved Danger, 
and ſhewed Courage at the Riſk of their Limbs and Lives. This great Want 


of Encouragement, joined to the Circumſtance of there being no legal or eſta- 


bliſhed Proviſion for thoſe who are wounded or diſabled in the Revenue 
Service, or for their Widows or Families, when killed, has proved a great Lol 
in our Endeavours towards the effrctual Suppreſſion of Smuggling at Sea, And 
it has been the more ſenſibly felt, becauſe the Veſſels under our Maunagement, 
mon Maſter, and employed in the ſame common 
Cauſe, are known to be upon a worſe Footing in that Reſpect than thoſe in the 
Service of the Cuſtoms in Scotland, and we believe alſo of the Cuſtoms and Ex- 


ciſe in England, where their whole Expence is paid out of Incidents, and the full 


Seizure Makers Share of Seizures is diſtributed among the Officers and Crews, 
without being burthened by any Part of ſuch Expence, agrecably io the general 


Regulation of the Exciſe Laws of Forfeiture, which give to Officers, for their En- 
couragement, a Nett Moiety of the Produce, after Deduction only of the Charges 


. of Seizure, Condemnation, and Sale. On this Account, and becauſe we know that 


other 


the Perſons.in our Employment are equally meritorious and active as. thoſe in the 


- 
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other Departments we would, with much Deference, ſubmit to the Conſideration 
of the Committee the great Expediency, and indeed in ſome Meaſure the Neceſ- 
ſity, now that the Revenue Service at Sea is attended with Difficulty, Danger, and 
Riſk formerly unknown, of having the Vachts, employed under our Manage- 
ment to cruize againſt the Smugglers, put on the ſame Eſtabliſhment with thoſe 
of the Cuſtoms in England and Scotland, and Exciſe in England, by the whole 
Expence thereof being paid on Incidents, and the Produce of Seizures diſtributed 
equally betwixt the Crown and the Officers and Men by whom they were made. 
If likewiſe parliamentary or other proper Authority could be obtained, that the 
Sailors employed in Revenue Veſſels, who are diſabled or wounded in the Service, 
or their Families or Relations, in caſe they are killed, ſhould'be ſecured in ſome 


moderate Proviſion, as is done in the Navy. We are confident that this Reward 


would be generally productive of the moſt ſalutary Effects, by attaching them 
more firmly to the Intereſt of the Revenue, and by exciting them to do their Duty 
with equal or ſuperior Zeal and Bravery, to that frequently exhibited by their 


Alteration 


thereof and © 


further En- 
couragement 


to Ofhizers and 


Men become 
neceſſary, _ 


Proviſion ian 
the Caſe of 
Sajlois 
wounded, 
diſabled, or 
killed in the 
Revenue 
Service, 


Opponents in this moſt illicit and pernicious Traffic, the preſent State of which 


has led us to ſubmit the foregoing Conſiderations as intimately connected in our 
Opinion with the Advantage of the Revenue, and the ſuppreſſing of Smuggling. 


Another very neceſſary Security againſt, and uſeful Mean of Prevention of A proper 


Smuggling at Sea, is the ſtationing a large Number of His Majeſty's Ships and 
Veſſels to cruize for this Purpoſe on the Coaſts. of Great Britain and Ireland. 
We apprehend that conſiderable Succeſs might be attained in this Way, if proper 
Stations are made Choice of, and: faſt failing Veſſels of ſufficient Force in Men 


Number of 
Government 


Ships and Vel- 


ſels ſtationed 
on the Coaſt. 


and Guns are employed entirely in this Service. In a Liſt ſome Time ſince tranſ- 


mitted to us from the Admiralty Office, we find that, for the Eaſt Coaſt of Scot- 
land, a Frigate, Sloop, and Cutter have been appointed; and on the Weſt Coaſt 
Four Veſſels are ſtationed, only from Holyhead 70 the Mull of Galloway; but as 
many very material Places without thoſe Bounds are {till left AO we beg Leave 
to ſubmit, whether on that Account, as well as on Account 

tent of Coaſt, and the many favourable landing Places for illicit Traders on both 
Sides of this Part of the Iſland, a larger Number of Admiralty Cruizers ſhould 
not be ſtationed on the Coalt of Scotland, or an Addition made to the Number of 
armed Cutters employed in the Service of the Revenues of Cuſtoms and Exciſe, 
no Increaſe in their Number having been made for ſeveral Years paſt, although 

their Size and Force, and Number of Men has been increaſed, to bear ſome Pro- 
porch to im of Smut 888 
Wich reſpect to further Means of preventing the landing of Goods without 
Payment of Duties, and running them on Shore, we would take the Liberty of 
ſuggeſting that very much depends, for this Purpoſe, upon the Integrity and Zeal 
the inferior Officers of the Revenue who reſide in the different and remote 
Parts of the Coaſts; and that every Circumſtance which ſerves as an Encou- 
ent to them to do their Duty faithfully, and tends to place them more out 
of the Reach of Temptation and Intimacy with illicit Traders, is of conſider- 
able Importance in the Subject under Conſideration. Although we have never 


the very great Ex- 


Further En- 
courag ment 
to Re venue 
Officers on 
Shor 2E. 


failed to puniſh, with the ſevereſt Cenſure, every Inſtance of Colluſion that has ap- 


peared between any of our Officers and Importers, Merchants, or Traders, in 

Article of Seizures or of Duties, &c. we cannot ſuppoſe that ſuch Practices do 
not any where exiſt, or that greater Exertions might not be made, if Officers in 
general were rendered more independent. Each of our common Officers or 
Gaugers enjoy a Nett Salary of only C. 33 a Year, which has not been 4ncreaſed 


ſince 1726, although the Expence of Living and maintaining a Family has been 


more than doubled during that Time. This ſmall Allowance, we are afraid, does 


expoſe many of them to form undue Connections unſavourable to the Revenue; 


and if the Temptation ee removed by a moderate Increaſe of Salary (ſor In- 


ng 3 


ſtance 


< 
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Aance to L. 30 a Year, the Salary now paid to Officers of Exciſe in England) we 
have Reaſon to believe that the good Effects would more than overbalance the 
Expence, and thereby prove a very material Circumſtance towards the more ef. 
ſectual Prevention of Smuggling in general, and the Increafe of Duties on many 

different Branches. / god dy Dro To Bins 
Next to the ſecuring, by Reward and Encouragement, the honeft and vigorous 
Exertions of our own Officers along Shore, and in the interior Parts of the 
Country, we know of no general Meaſure ſo neceſſary and efficacious as the Em- 
4H Employment ployment of a ſufficient Number of military Forces at as many Places as poſ- 
Tz ONT Gble, to aſſiſt and protect them in the Execution of their Duty. Of themſelves, or 
= with the ſlender and caſual Aſſiſtance of the civil Power, our Officers are totally 
i | ' inadequate to ſuppreſs the lawleſs and violent Proceedings which at preſent ſo 
much prevail, Even the Aid of the Military is often defeated, or inſufficient : But 
upon the whole, in the preſent formidable State of Smuggling, we apprehend that 

nothing will tend more to check its Progreſs by Land, than having the Coaſts 


Particularly guarded in ſome Degree by a few Regiments, particularly of Light Dragoons, 
NT” which are the Terror of Smugglers, and by ſtationing proper Parties of Soldiers 


in the interior Parts of Communication or Reſort, by theſe Means we flatter our- 
ſelves that ſome Portion of the Evil might be cured, and many Outrages and 
Enormities prevented, although it would not operate as a radical and complete 
Remedy, which we apprehend is to be applied, as well by the enacting of ſalutary 
and penal Laws, as by enabling thoſe employed in the Collection of the Revenue 
to carry them into effectual Execution, and to puniſh their Contempt or Diſ- 
| Propoſals for In our Firſt Report we took Notice of the internal Smuggling of Tea, and in 
Tune, Reference thereto we would now ſuggeſt, as the Means of Prevention of ſuch 
Ronning of Abuſes,— 1ſt, That all Tea ſent out of London (except in the original Package in 
Tes. which it was imported by the Engliſh Eaſt India Company) ſnall be ſubject to the 
Regulations with reſpect to Packages and Permits, provided as to all other Places, 
by the Statute 22 Geo. III. cap. 68.—2dly. That in order to check the Running 
of great Quantities of Tea in Parcels under Six Pounds Weight, no Tea exceeding 
Two Pounds Weight ſhall be removed from one Place to another without a 
Permit. adly. For the Purpoſe of diſcovering and preventing the Subſtitution and 
Removal of fine ſmuggled Teas under Permits for coarſe Teas (which has be- 
come a very common Practice, and which the Power given by the Act 21 Geo. 
III. c. 55. f. 25. to take and pay for a Sample, has not put a Stop to) it is 
propoſed that Officers of Exciſe ſhall be obliged by Law to diſtinguiſh in their 
Account of Stock, and in Permits, the particular Quality of the Tea, ſuch as 
whether it is fine, ordinary, or coarſe, ol alſo that in Permits they mention the 
Kind and Number of Packages containing Tea, There is another Circumſtance, 
which we conceive has tended greatly to facilitate and conceal the Smuggling of 
Teas in this Part of the Kingdom, viz the great Number of entered and licenced 
Dealers in that Commodity who keep but ſmall Stocks, which are as conſtantly 
ſupplied by ſmuggled Teas, brought in without Permit, in ſmall Quantities, as the 
old Stock is decreaſed by a Retail without Entry. This Fraud we are inclined to 
Tea Licences, think might be very much corrected, if the Sum to be paid for a Licence to retail 
Tea (which juſt now is only 5s. 64d.) were made much larger, and extended to 
£ 5 or . 10 each, fo as to bring in a Revenue equal to the preſent Amount on 
that Branch, although the Number of Dealers ſhould thereby be diminiſhed, which 
for the Reaſon above aſſigned we cannot conſider would be productive of any 
| Obſervation on Loſs. - „ 4032 Ee 
the Sale of We have obſerved that the Sale for Home Conſumption, free of Duties, of all 
| Goods free of Spirits, Tea, Coffee, &c. ſeized and condemned, not only tends to diminiſh the 
Duties for Revenue on theſe Branches, but opens à Door to Fraud. The Produce 1 
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varded the Officers by whom the Seizures were made in a Degree ſufficient to 


t increaſed His Majeſty's Part of Fines and Forſeitures, and re- 


encourage their future Exertions in that Way. It has been ſuggeſted to us, how- 
ever; that it might be a proper Meaſure either to burn and deſtroy, or to export 


all condemned Goods, as the moſt effectual Remedy of the Loſs and Abuſe 
which has ariſen by their Sale; but whether this Proceeding would ultimately 
tend to the Suppreſſion of Smuggling (on account of the Officers being diſcou- 
raged from making Seizures in the former Caſe, unleſs an equivalent Reward 


was allotted to them, which would bring an additional Expence upon Govern- 
ment, and by reaſon of the Danger of theſe Articles being relanded or brought 


back again to the Country if exported) is a Point of ſo doubtful a Nature, and 
perhaps to be certainly aſcertained by Experience alone, that we have thought it 


our Duty merely to mention it, and ſubmit it to the ſuperior. Judgment of the 


Committee. 


— conſequence of the Obſervation relative to the Diminution of Malt Duty 
by the frequent Practice of Corn Diſtillers mak ing Uſe of a great Proportion of 
unmalted Corn, ground Grain, or Wheat Flour, for the Production of fermented 


Waſh, inſtead of uſing Malt only as formerly, we ſubmit whether any Reſtriction 
as to this Matter might not now be proper, as it is certainly attended with many 


Diſadvantages, and ſeems to us contrary to the Spirit of the different Ads of 


Parliament impoſing the Diftillery Duties. 


Without recapitulating the Modes of Evaſion and Fraud, which we apprehend, 


and have ſtated in our Firſt Report, to take place in the Diſtillery for Home 
Conſumption, we ſhall here proceed directly to ſuggeſt what occurs to us as pro- 
bable Remedies, In the firſt Place, wherever a Diſtillery is erected in the Country, 
and out of a Town or Village where the Officers of Exciſe cannot have their Re- 
ſidence immediately adjoining, Proviſion ſhould be made by Law for the Ac- 
commodation of the neceſſary ſurveying Officer or Officers, by obliging ſuch Diſ- 


Regulations in 


the D iſtillery. 


tiller (under a high Penalty) to furniſh him or them, for an adequate Compen- 
ſation, to be ſettled by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe or Juſtices of the Peace, 


with a Houſe fit for his or their Accommodation, or with Ground on which ſuch 


Houſe may be built, in the immediate Neighbourhood of the Diſtillery ; and that 
until ſuch ſufficient Accommodation is provided, no Entry of Places or Utenſils 
ſhall be received, or held good or valid, from any ſuch Diſtiller.— adly. That 


Officers of Exciſe ſhall have Admittance to and Continuance in every Hovſe, at 
all Hours of the Night, as well as by Day, even without the Preſence of a Con- 
ſtable or other Officer of the Peace, — 3dly; That when an entered Diſtiller is 
found to have made Uſe of a private or unentered Place or Utenſil for making or 


Keeping Waſh, Low Wines, or Spirits, he ſhall incur a much higher Penalty than 


that impoſed for that Offence by the Laws now in Force, which in the one Caſe 
ie but /.20, and in the other but {.50. a Sum frequently leſs than the Amount 
of the Duties chargeable on the Quantities found concealed therein at One Time, 
 —4thly. That it be made a Felony, and ſubject to a very high Penalty, for a Diſ- 
tiller to counterfeit the Keys of, or Seals on any of the Locks or Faſtenings re- 
-quired by Law, or to make Uſe of, or have in his Poſſeſſion ſuch counterfeit Keys 


or Seals. — ;thly, That to prevent illicit working in the Night Time, and the _ 


Deception of Officers, certain Hours be preſcribed, within which Diſtillers can 
only legally charge their Stills, and that a certain Length of Time be aſcertained, 
within which their Stills mut be completely worked off, after having been opened 


by and charged in the Preſence of the proper Officer, agrecably to Law, elſe a 


preſumptive new Charge ſhall be made. —6thly; That Diſtillers be obliged to 


charge their Waſh Stills with Waſh only, and without Water, to a'certain Content, 


according to their Size.—7thly. That the Law ſhall preciſely define what are to 


5M Wines 


” 1 


be deemed. Law Wine Faint and Spirit Faints, in contra Diſtinction to Low 
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Wines and Spirits, is, which only are chargeable with Duty.— 5th. That no Diſtiller, 
ReCifier, Compounder, or Dealer in Spirits, ſhall be allowed (under a Penalty and 
Forfeiture) to reduce, even in the Sight of the Officer, his Britiſh Spirits in Stock 
to a lower 3 or Quality than Hydrometer Proof. — And laſtly, That Officers 


of Exciſe ſhould by Law be empowered to take Account of the Strength of 
Britiſh Spirits in the Stocks of Diſtillers, &c. by the Hydrometer, or otherwiſe, 
and to expreſs the ſame, as well as the Kinds and Quantities thereof, in Permits 
granted for their Removal. Were theſe Regulations enacted by the Legiſlature, 
and carried into Execution, we ate of Opinion, they would effeftually prevent 
the many Frauds that we are concerned to find are too often practiſed in this 
important and productive Branch of the Revenue, in Spite of all the Vigi- 
lance and Exertions of our Officers to prevent them. But ſhould they appear 
to the Committee to be too numerous or complex, there have been frequently 
ſuggeſted to us as more ſimple Expedients, that would probably anſwer the 
ſame good End; either that a ſimilar Proviſion ſhould be adopted in the Dif. - 
tillery, as has taken place and been found to ſucceed in the Glaſs Many- 
factory, ſince 17 G. 3. c. 39. viz. that every Time a Waſh Still is charged, a 
Charge of Duty equal to Four Fiſchs, or any other Proportion of its Content, 
ſhould be made againſt the Trader, whatever Quantity of Waſh may have been put 
in, or ſetting aſide at once every other Method of charging this Duty by Pro- 


- Portions from the Waſh, or on the actual Quantities of Low Wines and Spirits pro- 


duced, that an adequate Duty in lieu of all ſhould be impoſed by Way of Li- 
cence, to be paid Annually for every Still according to its Size at a fixed Rate per 
Gallon, which could be certainly aſcertained, would be caſily levied, and with Dif- 


ficulty evaded, while it would fave to the Revenue the Expence of many 


Officers, and relieve the licenſed Traders from every other Reſtriction of which 


they complain. Of the Propriety or Succeſs of theſe laſt-mentioned Schemes, 
however, we are by no Means certain; but we are well ſatisfied that either theſe, or 
ſome other general and effeftual Regulations in the Diſtillery, are now become 
abſolutely neceſſary for ſecuring this Branch of Revenue from Evaſion and Fraud, 
not only on account of the increaſed Quantity thereof ſent into England, by which 
the Exciſe Revenue of that Country may come to be affected. As the Method of 
2 the Diſtillery Duties, however, is the ſame in Scotland as in England, by 
the preſumptive Proportions from the Wath, without Regard to the Strength or 
Over Proof of the Spirits, and as the Difference of Duty betwixt Malt Spirits made 


in Scotland and in England (occafioned by Exemptions in favour of the former, 


when conſumed in this Country, from the Duties on Low Wines and Spirits, im- 
poſed by the Acts 16 G. 2. c. 8. and 24 G. 2. c. 40. equal to 114d. and /. 15 


per Cent, thereon per Gallon) is conſtantly charged and paid for all ſuch Spirits 


Spirits ſent 


into En 
and Du 


— 


gland, 
thereon, 


ſent with Permit into England, we know of no Advantage the Scots Diſtiller 


can have above the Engliſh in reſpe& of Duty, except that when he uſes Malt 


wade in Scotland he pays only Half the Duty that is paid on Malt made in Eng- 
land. It is, however, an undoubted Fact, that in the Three Years preceding the 
th of July 1783, there were ſent from Scotland by Permit into England, 457,613 
Gallons of Britiſh Malt Spirits, the original or Scots Duties charged and paid 
thereon amounted to £.84,653. 195. 2 +4. beſides which there were charged the 


additional Duty of 117 d. per Gallon, with {.10, and /. 15 per Cent. thereon, 
amounting to . 24,659. 1s. 84. in conſequence of their being ſent into England. 
The whole Quantity of Corn Spirits legally diſtilled, and that paid Duty in Scot- 


land in theſe Three Years, excluſive of 290,880 Gallons diſtilled in Ferrintoſh, was 
676,408 Gallons, and the total Duty thereon, C. 5 per Cent. included, amounted to 


L. 123,779. 914. 8 : : hs 
Me apprehend that if there were eſtabliſhed, as hereinbeſore propoſed, a legal 


fixed Standard for aſcertaining the Strength of Britiſh-made Spirits, and if morn 


* 
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of Exciſe were by Law authorized to ſeize, either in the Removal or in the Stock of 


any Diſtiller, Rectifier, Compounder, or Dealer, as ſuch, Spirits when found differ- 
ing materially in Quality or Strength from thoſe formerly taken Account of by them, 
a very great Check would thereby be given to the Frauds committed by Rec- 
tifiers and Compounders, which Check would be rendered ſtill more complete by 
ſuch Officers being reſtricted from allowing to any Rectifier or Compounder Credit 
in his Stock for more Spirits than are brought in with Permit, and actually found to 
have been produced after every rectifying Operation, according to their actual 
Strevgth or Quality... +5. f „%% I 
Notwithſtanding the Continuance of the illicit Practice of private diſtilling, 
particularly in the remote Parts of the Highlands and Northern Counties, in Places 
difficult of Diſcovery and Acceſs by Officers, we cannot ſuggeſt any further or 


Private dil. 
ling. — 


more effectual Method of preventing this Evil, than that of carrying into Ex- 


ecution the ſeveral Laws that have been lately made for that Purpoſe, particu- 


Jarly the Act of laſt Seſſion, cap. 70, providing for the Puniſhment of Perſons 


found aiding or aſſiſting in any private Diſtillation, and creating a Forfeiture of 


Horſes, Cattle, Carriages, and Boats made Uſe of in removing Britiſh Spirits 


without Permit. We ſhall therefore continue to exert ourſelves in giving every 
poſſible Effect to this Law; and we hope that theſe Exertions will in Time be 
attended with adequate Succeſs. | 


The State of the Caſe of the Lands of Ferrintoſh, which we had the Honour of 


tranſmitting along with our Firſt Report, will, we flatter ourſelves, enable the Com- 
mittee to perceive the great Neceſſity of the ſpeedy Application of ſome Remedy 
for an Evil which is Yearly increaſing, which materially affects the Revenue under 
our Management, and which has of late become an Object of Conſequence 
to the Revenue of Exciſe in England, and to the entered Diſtillers in that 
Part of the Kingdom, by Reaſon of the conſiderable Quantities of theſe-Spi- 


rits originally diſtilled in a Manner Duty free, and ſent to the London and 


-other Engliſh Markets, on Payment only of the Difference betwixt the Duty on 
Scots and Engliſh Malt Spirits. We cannot refrain from expreſſing our moſt 
earneſt Wiſh, that a Right of Exemption, under which upwards of 100,000 Gal- 


lons of Spirits were diſtilled and circulated through the whole Country in the 
Tear preceding the 5th of July 1782, on Payment of a trifling Compoſition of 


State of Fer- 
rintoſh, 4 


betwixt Seventy and Eighty Pcunds, while the legal Duties chargeable on that 


Quantity would have amounted to upwards of Twenty Thouſand Pounds, were 


taken away as ſoon as poſſible by Purchaſe, or in ſuch other Manner as ſhall ap- 


pear beſt to the Committee, to whoſe immediate and ſerious Conſideration we 


humbly take the Liberty of ſubmitting this very important Matter. 


As a further Means of ſecuring and increaſing the Revenue ariſing from Goods 

and Eſtates ſold by Auction, and on Male Servants, we leave it to the ſuperior 
Judgment of the Committee whether the Laws impoſing and regulating thoſe 
Duties ought not to receive ſome Explanation and Amendment, particularly in 


Duties on 
Auktions and 
Male Servants | 


taking away ſome of the many exempted Caſes by which both of theſe Taxes have 


been rendered much leſs 5 than they might be, in our Opinion, and in 
removing the Grounds of Doubt in the Inſtances mentioned in our Firſt Report, 
by an expreſs Declaration in Parliament relative to theſe Particulars. _ 


We cannot conclude this Report without requeſting the Indulgence of the Com- 


mittee to any Inaccuracies or Miſtakes it may be found to contain, as well as apo- 


able Delay which occurred in bringing it to an End. 
All which is humbly ſubmitted by, 


Exciſe Office, 


_ Edinburgh, - 5 
Loth Jan. 1784, . 55 
— "TT 


logizing for the great Length to which it has neceſſarily extended, and an unavoid- 
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OBSERVATIONS, &c. by the Banff Committee, on the DBrLIEIVY Ls, 


At Banff, the Twenty- ſeventh Day of March One Thouſand Seven 

Hundred and Ninety-eight. In Preſence of a Quorum of the Com- 

mittee of the County of Banff, appointed to conduct the Applica- 
tion to Parliament reſpecting Diſtilleries. | e ae 


Sir Grokck ApercroMB, of Berkinbog, in the Chair. 


Iſt, FT appears to this Committee, that by Law, Whiſkey diſtilled in Scotland 
was, until the Year 1786, chargeable with a Tax of Five Pence per Gallon 
of Waſh, which is equivalent to Two Shillings and One Penny per Gallon of dif- 
tilled Spirits of ordinary Strength; and the Committee are of Opinion, that the Spi- 
rits of the South Country can afford a Tax to that Amount, without injuring the 
Intereſts of Agriculture, or encouraging the ſmuggling of Foreign Spirits; and 
that the Northern Counties can afford a proportional Duty with the Southern ones, 
after Allowance of the neceſſary extra Expence they muſt be at for Fuel, and on 


2 Conſide ration of the inferior Quality of their Grain. 


2d. It appears to this Committee, that when the Legiſlature agreed to alter the 
Mode of charging the Duties on Spirits, by giving Licence to work Stills at 
certain Rates for each Gallon of their Contents, their doing fo was founded on 2 
Calculation, that the Duties thus commuted would be equal to thoſe formerly 
ch * 7 tne Waſh, and that ſuch was then really the Caſe. 
3d. It appears to this Committee, that ſince the ſaid Commutation of Duty was 
agreed to, the great, or, as they are called, Lowland Diſtillers, by altering their 
Mode of working, and accelerating the Proceſs of Diftillation, have always been able 
to diminiſh the Duty, which was calculated by the Legiflature, to a very great 
Amount, inſomuch that even now, when they are charged with a Duty of Z. 54. 
r Gallon of their Stills, they do not in reality pay above Seven Pence of Eight 
ence per Gallon of Proof Spirits, in place of Two Shillings and a Penny, to 
which they were ſubject in 1785, by which Means the Revenue has been injured 


* 


to a moſt enormous Annual Amount. ” 

4th. It appears to this Committee, that the ſmall or Highland Diſtilleries having 
been carried on upon the ancient Syſtem, have always paid a much higher Duty 
ro Government upon the Spirits actually diſtilled by them, than what was paid by 
the great or Lowland Diſtillers ; and that at the preſent Rates of Nine Pounds per 
Gallon of their Stills, they do actually pay nearly Two Shillings for each Gallon 
of Spirits they can produce, while at the ſame Time they are ſubject to a very great 
Expence for Fuel, from which the great Diſtillers, by their local Situations in 
Coal Countries, are in a great Meaſure exempted. | 5 29 
th. It appears to this Committee, that in order effectually to ſecure the Revenue 
on Diſtillation (Which they conſider as a moſt proper Object of Taxation) it is 
neceſſary to aſcertain the exact Quantity of Spirits which the Lowland Diſtillers 
can, by their Mode of working, produce from a Still of any given Contents, in 
the Courſe of a Year ; and that by calculating Two Shillings and One Penny for 
each Gallon ſo produced, and by dividing this Total Sum by the Number of 
Gallons which the Still contains, a fair and juſt Commutation of the my ha 
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thereby be fired, ſo as to apply to the original Intention of the Legiſlature 5 
in altering the Mode of charging the Duties; and the Committee are of Opi- 
nion, that the Reſult will be, that each Still allowed to work in the unlimited Man- 


ner at preſent practiſed, in place of C. 54 per Gallon, will be found juſtly charge- 


able with a Duty greatly above that Sum, whereby the Revenue will be aſtoniſh- 
ingly increaſed, without depriving thoſe Diſtillers of any Profit which the Legiſla- 
ture ever intended them to enjoy, or increaſing the Price of Spirits above what it 


ought to be. 


Sth. It appears to this Committee, that from the poor Quality of the Grain pro- 


duced in all the Northern Counties of Scotland, the great Expence of Fuel, and 


other Inconveniencies, it is hardly to be expected that any licenſed Diſtillery, upon 


the Footing of theſe in the South Country, can ever ſucceed, whereby, in ſpire of | 
every Vigilance on the Part of the Revenue Officers, this Country muſt, in a great 


Meaſure, be ſupplied by illicit Diſtillation, to the great Prejudice of the Revenue; 
and therefore it would be expedient, and tend to increaſe the Revenue, to licence 
ſmall Stills from Ten to Forty Gallons in the Counties North of Tay, under 


proper Regulations; but in order to prevent their interfering with the great Diſ- 


tillers, that they ſhould be limited to a certain Quantity of Barley Yearly, and be 


ſubjected to ſuch a Duty per Gallon of the Still, as on a fair Calculation ſhall be 


found equal for the Spirits actually produced by them to thoſe payable by the great 


Diſtillers, as it is not the Wiſh of the Committee to have the 1imall Stills put on 
any better Footing than the great ones, after keeping in View their local Diſad- 


vantages, and the inferior Quality of the Grain in this Country. At preſent, when 


the great Diſtillers pay C. 54 per Gallon, according to a fair Calculation, the 
ſmall Diſtillers, as limited in Quantity, ſhould only pay £. 3. 05. 8 d. per Gallon 
to pay the Malt Duty, they would only be charge- 


of the Still, or even if they were 
able with J. 4. 4 85. 25 EY 8 


Ich. If this is acceded to, it appears to the Committee, that the Diſtinction of 
Highland or Lowland Diſtricts ought to be aboliſhed, and the Spirits manufactured 


in any Part of Scotland ſhould be permitted to paſs freely through the Whole, but 
not into England, unleſs upon Payment of ſuch additional Duties as ſhall be equi- 


valent to thoſe paid in England. = 


- 8th, That in order to encourage our own Manufacture, it would be expedient 


to allow a Drawback-of the whole Duties upon Bona fde Exportation of Whiſkey 
to Foreign Countries, but the Drawback not to be paid till full Evidence be pro- 


_ duced that che Spirits have been actually landed in ſuch Foreign Parts, and not _ 


ſhipped for Britain. 


- gth, That it appears to this Committee, that in order to enable the fair Trader 


to pay the Tax here ſuggeſted, a ſtrict and unremittingly rigorous Execution of 
the Law againſt clandeſtine and illicit Diſtillation of Whiſkey is abſolutely neceſſary, - 


ſo as completely to put a Stop to that pernicious Practice; and that if the exiſting 


Laws are not found to be effectual for that Pur poſe, others ſhould be enacted 


which will be ſo. | | 


1cth. It appears to this Committee, that it would be highly expedient, and even 
neceſſary for the Preſervation of the Health of the Lieges, that it ſhould be en- 


acted that Spirits ſhould be diſtilled from malted Grain only, without any Mixture 
whatever ; and that if the preſent Laws are not ſufficient, it ſhould be enacted and 


put in the Power of the Juſtices of the Peace to condemn and deſtroy all Spirits 
offered for Sale, which ſhall be found mixed with other Subſtances, __ 


11th, If any Statement here made ſhall be diſputed or denied by the great Diſtil- 


lers, this Committee and the other Northern Counties of Scotland will be ready 
to produce to His Majeſty's Miniſters, or at the Bar of the Honourable Houſe of 


Commons, irrefragable Evidence in ſupport of every Thing they have aid ; but 
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they humbly think that the ſimple Fact they are now to ſtate, and which neither 
can not will be denied, will go far indeed to prove all they have ſaid, namely, 
That the great Diſtiilers, though ſubjected to J. 54 Gallon Duty, have all along 
been able to underſell, not only the licenſed Diſtillers in the Highland Diſtricts at 
their own Doors, after paying the heavy Expence of Inſurance and: Freight of 
their Spirits, but, what 1s ſtill more extraordinary, they are able, and actually do 
underſell the clandeſtine and illicit Diſtillers, who pay no Duties at all. It is 
vell known, that in the Northern Diſtrifts of Scotland, notwithſtanding the Cheap- 
neſs of Grain, even ſmuggled or clandeſtinely diſtilled Whiſkey is not to be had 
under 6 s, per Gallon, while the Spirits of the great Diſtillers are imported and 
retailed out as low as 4s. and yet at the ſame Time the Proprietors of theſe great 
Diſtilleries have almoſt without Exception, in the Courſe of Two or Three Years, 
acquired immenſe Fortunes by their Buſineſs, while on the other Hand the Profits 
of the Highland Diſtillers have been ſo ſmall, that Nine Tenths of them, upon the 
laſt Riſe of Duty, have abandoned the Trade, and ſuffered a very heavy Los by 
their Buildings and Utenſils. 15 : Rot BL. wor 
It appears to this Committee, that the Complaints of the Lowland Diſtillers of 
their Line being invaded by the Highland ones, is without any real Foundation ; 
but from Evidence which they have heard, the Committee clearly ſee, that to give 
ſome apparent Colour to this Complaint, theſe great Diſtillers do themſelyes ma- 
nufacture Whiſkey in great Quantities in Imitation of Highland, and which they 
actually do ſell under the Name of real © Ferrintoſh Whiſkey;“ and that this 

fictitious Highland Whiſkey is imported into the Highland Diſtricts, and fold at 

about 45. 64, per Gallon, whereas our own Spirits cannot be. had from any 
licenſed Diſtiller of this Country under 65. 84. at lcaſe. 

Laſtly, The Committee appoint theſe Reſolutions to be tranſmitted to the Con- 
veener of the different Counties North of Tay, and that they be requeſted to lay 
the ſame before their Counties as ſpeedily as poſſible for their Conſideration and 
Opinion ; and if their Opinion ſhall coincide with ours, that they will inſtruct their 


Repreſentatives in Parliament to ſupport the ſame, but if otherwiſe, this Com. 


mittee requeſt that the different Counties will communicate their Sentiments on 
the Subject to this County, which will be ready to concur in any general or 
unanimous application to Parliament, which ſhall be Judged moſt ' conducive' to 
obtain the End in View; but as it may be ſome Time before the Opinions of the 
different Counties can be tranſmitted, the Committee appoint Copies of theſe 
Reſolutions to be forthwith ſent to William Grant, Eſquire, Repreſentative in Par- 
liament for the County, and Alexander Brodie, Eſquire, Repreſentative for this 
Diſtri&t of Boroughs, requeſting their Attention to the ſame in the Committee of 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons now ſitting on the Buſineſs of the Diſtil- 


leries, os HT ety Tp 
George Aercromiy. 


* ; 
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Extracts from the CASES, and the DETERMINATION of the Houle of Lords, 
on a Writ of Error in the Court of Exchequer in Scotland (Meſſrs. Eaſton, 
_ Fraſer, and Company, late Diſtillers in Scotland, Plaintiffs in Error, and The 

_ Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, Defendants in Error) concerning the 
Illegality of carrying on Diſtillation upon the Sabbat. 


HE Object of the Action in the Court of Exchequer was to recover from the 
Defendants the Sum of L. 5, 433. 95. 114. alledged to be due to the Plaintiffs, 
who carried on Buſineſs in Scotland as Diſtillers of Spirits for Exportation to 
England, under the Acts 28 Geo, 3. cap. 46, and 33 Geo. 3. cap. 61. | 


The Facts upon which this Caſe aroſe, appear in che following 7 | 5 
. CV © 8S 


The Jurors upon their Oaths ſay, That the Plaintiffs were, for the whole Time 
between the 10th Day of October in the Year 1794 and the gth Day of June fol- 
lowing and laſt paſt, both Days included, entered and licenſed Diſtillers in Scot- 
land, having Stills duly entered, licenſed, and gauged, at and of the eubical Con- 
tent * the Heads, Horns, and other Apparatus) of 4284 Gallons; and 
that the ſaid: Stills ſo entered and licenſed were, after due Notice having been 
given of ſuch Intention, uſed and employed by the Plaintiffs every Day during 
the whole Time, being 243 Days (except One Day) for making Low Wines or 
Spirits from Corn, Grain, Malt, Tilts, or other Britiſh Materials, for Exportation 
from Scotland to England, in Terms of and in Compliance with two ſeyeral Acts 
made in the 28th and 33d Years of the Reign of His preſent Majeſty, _ 

And the Jurors upon their Oaths further ſay, That the ſaid licenſed Stills were 
ſo uſed and employed, and were charged and diſcharged, every Day of the ſaid 
243 Days, except One Day, and that the Plaintiffs did make or tender Payment 
in Advance, in the Manner hereinafter mentioned, of the Duty due upon the ſaid 
licenſed Stills every Two Months, in Terms of the Statutes in that Caſe made 
and provided; that is to ſay, for the TWO Months, commencing on the aforeſaid 
10th Day of October, and ending on the gth Day of December in the Year 1794, 
both Days included, being Sixty-one Days, they did pay the Sum of £. 6,443. 
125. 14, for the Second Two Months, commencing on the Tenth Dey of the 
aforeſaid Month of December, and ending on the Ninth Day of February laſt paſt, 
both Days included, being Sixty-rwo Days, there became due the Sum of /. 6, 549. 
4s 10d.; for the Third Two Months, commencing on the Tenth Day of the 
aforeſaid Month of February, and ending on the Ninth, Day of April laſt paſt, 
both Days included, being Fifty-nine Days, there became due the Sum of £.6,232 . 
65, 10 d. and for the Fourth Two Months, commencing on che Tenth Day of 
the aforeſaid Month of April, and ending on the Ninth Day of the aforeſaid Month 
of June Jaſt paſt, both Days included, being Sixty-one Days, there became due 
the Sum of L. 6,443- 12 J. 1d. making ia all for theſe. 243 Days the Sum of 
L. 28, 68. 155. 10d. conform to an Account of the ſaid Licence Duty, under 
the Subſcription of James Peat, Eſq. Collector of Exciſe of and for the Collection 
of Aberdern, hereto annexed and marked Letter A. That in lieu and inſtead of 
the Payment in Advance of the Licence Duty on the Stills aforeſaid, fo uſed and 
employed by them, from and after the Tenth Day of June aforeſaid, and of the Al- 


lowances or Repayments formerly directed to be made, the Flaintiffs 1 find 
Ta. : EY Boe ufficient 
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ſolicient Security, by Bond to the Crown, in Terms of an A& made in the Thirty- 
fifth Year of the Reign of His preſent Majeſty. 


And the Jurors upon their Oaths further ſay, That the Plaintiffs did, in Pre- 
ſence of a Notary Public, conform to a Certificate under the Hand of Alexander 


- Shireffs, Notary Public, hereunto annexed and marked Letter B, at the End of the 
| aforeſaid every Two Months reſpeCtively, preceding the-10th Day of June afore- 


faid, require of and demand from the aforeſaid James Pear, Eſq. Collector of Exciſe 


of and for the Collection within which the aforeſaid Stills were erected and worked, 
the Sum of 7,7, d. for every Day during which the Plaintiffs uſed or employed 
the aforeſaid Stills for the making of Low Wines or Spirits from Corn, Grain, 
Malt, Tilts, or other Britiſh Materials, for Exportation from Scotland to Eng- 
+ land as aforeſaid, for every Gallon of the aforeſaid 4,234 Gallons of the cubical 


Content of the aforeſaid Stills; that is to ſay, the Plaintiffs did require and de- 
mand Payment on the 1cth Day of December aforeſaid, in the Year 1794, of the 


Saum of £.1,290. 95. 6£4, Reſidue of the Sum of £.7,839. 145. 41 d. claimed 
for the Two preceding Months, being Sixty-one Days, after allowing the Sum of 
L. 6,549. 45. 104. as an Advance of the Licence Duty for the Two ſubſequent 


Months; on the 1oth Day of February laſt paſt aforeſaid, of the Sum of £.1,735. 


175. 1144. Reſidue of the Sum of £-7,968. 45. 974. claimed for the Two Months 
preceding that Day, being Sixty-two Days, after allowing the Sum of £.6,232. 65. 


10 d. as an Advance of the Licence Duty for the Two ſubſequent Months; on 


the 10th Day of April laſt paſt aforeſaid, of the Sum of £.1,139. 15. 64. Reſidue 


of the Sum of J. 7,58 2. 135. 7 4. claimed for the Two Months preceding that 
Day, being Fifty-nine Days, after allowing the Sum of L 6,443. 125. 1 d. as an 


Advance of the Licence Duty for the Two ſubſequent: Months; and on the 10th 
Day of June laſt paſt aforeſaid, of the Sum of £.7,711. 45. claimed for the Two 
Months preceding that Day, being Sixty-one Days, One Day only excepted, 


amounting in the Whole for 243 Days, except One Day, at the aforeſaid Rate of 
74; 4. for every Day, for every Gallon of the aforeſaid 4,284 Gallons of the cubi- 


cual Content of the aforeſaid licenſed Stills, uſed and employed as aforeſaid, to the 
Sum of £, 31,101. 165. 9 d. and after deducting or allowing as aforeſaid to the 


And the Jurors upon their Oaths further ſay, that in conſequence of an Interim 


Order of this Honourable Court, made upon the 2d Day of June in Whitſuntide 


Term laſt, with Conſent of His Majeſty's Advocate General of Counſel with the 
Defendants, the Sum of /. 6, 443. 125. 14. was repaid to the Plaintiffs by the De- 


ſendants on the 19th of Jun Jaſt paſt, and that after deducting the aforeſaid Sum 
of 6,443. 125. 14. fo repaid to the Plaintiffs by the Defendants, in conſe- 
quence of the aforeſaid Order of Court, from the aforeſaid Sum of L. 11,876. 13s, 
there remains the Sum or Balance of /.5,433. os. 114.” % ki Th 


« 


And the Jurors upon their Oaths further ſay, That the aforeſaid James Pear, 


Eſq. the Collector oi Exciſe above-mentioned, did, in conſequence of Orders and 


Ditections received by him from the Defendants, refuſe to pay to the Plaintiffs 
the aforeſaid Sums demanded and required by them as aforeſaid ; and that the 
Defendants do fill refuſe to pay the ſaid Sum or Balance of C. 5,433. Os. 11 . 


demanded of them by the Plaintiffs, or to order or allow the fame to be paid: 
and that the ſajd Collector and Defendan's alledged, and do ſtill alledge as the 
SGrounds and Reaſons of ſuch Reſuſal, that although the Defendants were always 
ready to allow or repay to the Plaintiffs, as ſuch Diſtillers, a proportional Abate- 
ment of the Licence Duty paid by them for or in reſpect of the Capacity or Con- 


tent of the Stills uſed and employed by them as aforeſaid, they the ſaid Defendants 
did and do not conſider the Plaintiffs entitled to demand and receive by Way of 


Draw back a greater Sum than that they had paid, or ought to have paid of Li- 


cence Duty; that if the Plaintiffs had paid the full Licence Duty in Advance 
for One Year or 365 Days, at the Rate of C. 9 per Gallon on the cubical Content 
| $f 8 * | ; | a = O » 
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AM their aforeſaid 4,284 Gallons of Stills Content, amounting to L. 38, 5 56, they 
were not entitled to demand and receive by Way of Drawback more than that 
Sum ſo paid, being at the Rate of 7 red. per Gallon and per Day for the ſaid 
4,284 Gallons, and but for 300 Days in the Year only; and in particular and 
more eſpecially, that the Plaintiffs were and are not entitled to demand or receive „ 
the aforeſaid 7 £-d. for each Gallon of their aforeſaid Stills for the Sabbath Days f 
or Sundays, during the Period aforeiaid, on each of which the ſaid Stills were uſed, 
employed, charged, and diſcharged as aforgſaadc . 
And the Jurors further ſay, That it has been the uniform Practice in many 
great Diſtilleries, both in England and Scotland, to work upon Sundays in the 
ſame Way as on other Days, under the Survey and in Preſence of the Officers 
of Exciſe, without Interruption ; and that in many ſmall Diſtilleries and other 
Manufactures under the Survey of the Officers of Exciſe in Scotland, they do not 
work en.$Sundays as on ether Days 8 
And if upon the whole Matter aforeſaid the Court ſhall be of Opinion that the 
Plaintiffs are entitled, under and by Authority of the Acts of Parliament aforeſaid, 
to demand and receive from the Defendants at the Rate of 7444, for every Gallon 
of the aforeſaid 4,284 Gallons of the cubical Content of the aforeſaid licenſed 
Stills for every Day including Sundays, for the aforeſaid Period of 243 Days 
(except One Day) during which the ſaid Stills were entered, uſed, employed, 
charged, and diſcharged as aforeſajd ; then the Jurors find for the Plaintiffs, 
and in that Caſe they aſſeſs the Damage of the ſaid Plaintiffs by reaſon of the 
Detention of the Debt aforeſaid, beſides their Coſts and Charges by them in this 
Suit expended, at the Sum of J. 5,500, and for theſe Coſts and Charges at 40s. ; 
but if the Court ſhall be of Opinion that the Plaintiffs are not entitled to demand 
and receive from the Defendants at the Rate of 72,4. for every Gallon of the 
aforeſaid 4,284 Gallons of the cubical Content of the aforeſaid licenſed Stills for 
every Day, including Sundays, for the aforeſaid Period of 243 Days (except One 
Day) during which the ſaid Stills were entered, uſed, employed, charged, and 
diſcharged as aforeſaid, then the Jurors find for the Defendants, 


. + * 


Schedule (A.) referred to in the preceding Special Verdi, 


Aberdeen Collection. Amount of Depoſit made or due by Don Bridge Didtilling 
Company. — Content of Stills, 4,284 Gallons.— Annual Licence, J. 38,556. 
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"2" Schedule (B.) referred to in the Special-Wendid. 


I Alexander Shireffs, Advocate in Aberdeen, and Notary Public, do certify, 
That upon the gth Day of December 1794 Years, I, for Meſſrs. Eaſton Fraſer, 


and Company, Corn Diſtillers for Exportation to England, at. the Bridge of Don, 


in the Pariſh of Old Machar and County of Aberdeen, paſſed to the Exciſe 
Officer in Aberdeen, and in Preſence of Mr. John Ewen, Merchant there, James 
White, Superviſor of Exciſe at Bridge of Don, and John Eaſton, Eſquire, re- 
fiding there, required Payment from James Peat, Eſquire, Collector of Exciſe of 
the L ee payable to the ſaid Company, for every Day they had wrought or 
employed their Scills in Terms of Law; and upon Payment of the ſaid Draw- 
back, I offered to him to make the ſubſequent Conſignments of Exciſe Duty for 
ſaid Company, and to pay any Sum the Collector could inſtruct that they were 


juſtly due on that Account; to which the Collector anſwered, that he would write 


the Commiſſioners there anent for his Governmeut: I further certify, That upon 
the 10th Day of February 1795, I, in Preſence of the foreſaid James White and 
John Laſton, Eſquire, repeated the ſame Requeſt and Offer; and that on the 
gth Day of April 1795 2 I, in Preſence of the ſaid James White and Mr. 


Alexander Fraſer, Senior, reſiding in Aberdeen, in like Manner repeated the ſame 


Requeſt and Offer. In Teſtimony whereof we have all ſigned theſe Preſents, 
JJ... 1950098 3 > Be DH Np. 
Juobn Ewen, Witneſs F 


Allerander Fraſer, Senior, Witneſs. 5 
Job kalen, Witnels, 


cember 1795, and next Day the Court unanimouſly gave Judgment for the De- 


The Plaintiffs brought a Writ of Error returnable” in Parliament, and ſtated 
the following Rzasowns, why the ſaid Judgment of the Court of Exchequer in 
Scotland ſhould be reverſed: e e 


XE ASON 8 for Plain rirrs in Error. 


I. When the Words of a Statute are clear and unambiguous, there is no 
Room for enquiring into the Meaning or Intention of the Legiſlature in framing 
the Statute, By the 33 Geo. 3. Chap. 64. it is enaQed, that for every Day dur- 
in which any licenſed Still ſhall be uſed in making Spirits from Britiſh Materials, 
the Owner thereof ſhall receive an Allowance of 7 n d. for every Gallon of the 
cubical- Content of each Still ſo uſed. The Term “ 2very Day,” can admit 
but of One way pe: « and includes Sundays as well as any other Day of the 
Weck. If the Legiſlature intended not to give any Abatement of the Licence 


Duty for the Sundays on which the Stills were uſed, that Clauſe of the Statute 
would have been d ferently worded. The Legiſlature knew, that in all great 
_ Diſtilleries at leaſt, the Stills were worked on Sundays as well as any other Day 


of the Weck, and the Officers of Exciſe attended the Works upon Sunday, 
opened the ſealed Locks, the Keys of which were in their own Cuſtody, faw the 
Stills charged, diſcharged, cook an Account of the Spirits made, ſaw them put 
into the Cellars under their own Locks and Keys, and new locked and ſealed the 
Faſtenings of the Stills in the very ſame Way as on the Week Days, without 


any Object on whatever, The Legiſlature would therefore have taken Care to 


have expreſſed the Act of Parliament ſo as to have afforded no Ground for de- 
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manding an Abatement on Account of the Stills being wrought upon Sunday, if 
there was any Intention of refuſing the Abatement upon Account of the Work 
done upon the Sundays. It would have ſaid that the Allowance was to be given 
for every lawful Day, or © every Day, Sundays excepted,” which was the uſual 
Mode of Expreſſion. Thus, by the 10th of George III. Chap. 16. Sect. 19. it 
is enacted, That. the ſaid Select Committee ſhall fit 2very Day, Sunday and 
e Chriſtmas Day only excepted, and ſhall never adjourn for a longer Time than 
% Twenty-four Hours, unleſs 4 Sunday or Chriſtmas Day intervene,” &c,— 
Again, by the 25th of George HI. Chap. 84. Sect. 1. it is enatted, © That the Poll 
e ſhall commence on the Day upon which the ſame ſhall be demanded, or upon 
te the next Day at fartheſt, unleſs it ſhall happen to be a Sunday, and then on 
te the Day after, and ſhall be duly and regularly proceeded on from Day to Day, 
« Sundays excepted, until the ſame ſhall be finiſhed, but not to continue more than 
« Fifteen Days, Sundays excepted.” —Many other Inſtances might be given, where 
the Legiſlature ſpecially excepts Sunday from the general Exprefſion of © every 
Day,” and there ſeems no good Reaſon for ſuppoſing that the Exception would 
have been omitted in the aforeſaid Statute of the 33d of His preſent Majeſty, if 
it had not been intended to include Sundays in the general Deſcription of “ gpery 
II. If, after deducting the Sundays, the Abatement of 75,4. was a proportional 
Part of the Licence Duty of J. 9. correſponding to the 313 remaining Days, there 
might be ſome Reaſon for ſuppoſing that the Legiſlature did not intend that the 
Diſtillers ſhould work their Stills on Sundays, and get Abatement of the Licence 
Duties for thoſe Days; but 74,4. is not the 313th Part of £.9 but the 300 
Part; fo that there is no Room for the Suppoſition. And the enacting Words 
, , TT . 
III. From the Sum of 7,4. being the zooth Part ef L. 9. it may be ſuppoſed 
that the Legiſlature preſumed that Diſtillers upon an Average would not be able 
to work more than 300 Days in a Year; but as no Proviſion is made for the 
Indemnification of the Diſtiller if he ſhould not be able to work ſo many as 300 
Days in a Year, in which Caſe he could not get back the whole Licence Duty 


paid per Advance, it is fair to preſume that the Riſk the Diſtiller run of ſuch a 


Loſs was to be counterbalanced by the Chance of his being able to work more 
than 300 Days, in which Caſe he would receive more than the Amount of the 
Licence Duty advanced by him in proportion to the Number of Days he was able 

to work above. 300. In the preſent Caſe, although the Plaintiffs in Error, owing | 
to their Stills and Works being entirely new and ſubſtantially built, were able to 
work 242 Days of the Firſt Eight Months, conſiſting of 243 Days, it might have 
happened that before the Twelvemonth was completed, owing to Accidents, Want 


of Grain, Yeſt, &c. they would not have been able to have worked 300 Days 


within the Year. Nay, they might have been ſubjected to the heavy Penalties 
impoſed by the 45th Sect. of the 28th of Geo. III. Chap. 46. if they had not been 
able, during the remaining Four Months, to have worked Four Days at leaſt each 
Weck of that Time, The Circumftance of the Law having been changed at the 
End of the Firſt Eight Months that the Plaintiffs in Error carried on their Works, 
can have no Influence on the Determination of the preſent Queſtion. By the 
Act of Parliament introducing the Change alluded to, the Plaintiffs in Error, 
ůnſtead of being obliged as formerly to pay a Sixth Part of the Licence Duty for 
the whole Year at the Commencement of every Two Months, and being entitled 
0 get an Allowance of 74d. for each Gallon of the cubical Content of their 
' Stills, for every Day their Stills were uſed in Diſtillation, were allowed to grant 
Bond, with ſufficient Sureties, that the Whole of the Spirits diſtilled by them ſhould 
-be- exported to England, and the Duties thereon exigible paſd upon Spirits being 
Buded chere. Bur as the Plaintiffs in Error, during the Eight Months yy 
3 worked 
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worked under the former Law; run the Riſk of not having been enabled to uſe 
their Stills the Number of Days neceſſary to entitle them to recover, by Means 
of 7 d. the Amount of the Licence Duty paid by them per Advance every Two 


Months; and as they alſo run the Riſk of being ſubjected in heavy Penalties if 


they were not able to uſe their Stills the ſtipulated Number of Days each Week 
in that Period, it is but fair that ſince, owing to the immenſe Expence incurred 
in making their Works as complete and ſubſtantial as poſſible, they have been 
able to uſe their Stills more Days than were neceſſary to entitle them by Means 
of the Allowance of 7. d. to get back the Proportion of the Licence Duty they 
had paid per Advance, they ſhould be entitled to the ſame Allowance for thoſe 
Surplus Days on which their Stills were uſed. They think it but reaſonable that 
in direct Conformity to the plain Words of the Act of Parliament they ſhould 
receive for every Day they uſed their Stills for making Spirits for Exportation to 
England, © the Sum of 74s d. for every Gallon of the cubical Content of each 


By the Diſtillery Acts the Plaintiffs, when changing their licenſed: Stills from 
the Scots Market to work for Exportation to England, or vice ver/a from working 


ſor the Engliſh Market to the Scots, are obliged, as before-mentioned, to give 
Four Days Notice of their Intention to change their Entry, © and ſhall have 


« actually diſtilled into Spirits all the Waſh and Low Wines in their Poſſeſſion, 
&« at leaſt 48 Hours before the Day mentioned in ſuch Entry.” For theſe Four 
Days, during which, as already ſtated, the Plaintiffs had advanced the Du- 


ties, and yet were prohibited from working either for the Scots or Engliſh 


Market, the Defendants refuſed to give any Allowance whatever under the Sta- 


| tute, in reſpect the Stills were not working on all or any of theſe Days for Ex- 
. portation to England. If therefore the Plaintiffs had changed their Works from 


the Engliſh to the Scots Market, they could not, agreeable to the Defendant's 
Argument, have had any Claim either for the Sundays, which were Nine in the 
Pult Two Months, or for theſe Four Days, which make Thirteen Days, of con- 
ſequence. the Allowance for theſe Two Months would have been leſs than the 
Duties paid by Three Days, at the Rate of C. 128. 105. 44. per Day, amounting 
to . 385. 114. although no Accident or Intertuption had otherways happened. 


How this can be reconcilable to the Principles laid down by the Defendants, is 


ſubmitted ; for-as the Adjuſtment is every Two Months, no extra Days Working 


or additional Days Payments in the following Two Months, will be allowed to 


make up for the Loſs ariſing on the preceding Two Months; ſo that the Plain- 
tiffs can neyer be indemnified. In this very Caſe there was in the Firſt Eight 
Months, 35 Sundays, for which the Defendants claim a Deduction; ſo that at 
the End of the Eight Months, they retain C. 128. 10s. 4d. out of the Duties in 
Advance, whereas there are only Seventeen Sundays in the next Four Months; 


but no Allowance would have been given for the extra Week Day in theſe next 


Four Months; and therefore had the Law not been altered, wy would only 
have repaid for theſe Four Months the Duties paid in Advance for theſe Four 
Months, without any Allowance of the £.128. 105. 4d. formerly gained. If 


the Plaintiffs were to receive back at the End of the Year the whole Duties ad- 
vanced by him, the Intereſt, Commiſſion, &c, is entirely lolt. 


_ Beſides, if in place of only once changing the Nature of the Work from the 
Scots to the Engliſh Market, and vice verſa, the Plaintiffs had found it neceſſary 
to change it every Two Months, or every Month, the Defendants would have 
retained the Duties in Advance for theſe 24 or 48 Days that they are prohibited 
from working over and above the Sundays. And if there had been any other 
Days on which the Stills did not work, no Allowance whatever would have been 
made; ſo that the Chance of Re-payment of the full Duties advanced was much 
leſs than that of recovering more. Had there been any Doubt as to the enacting 


Worgs, 


But, with all Submiſſion, the Words are as diſtinct as poſſible; © that is to 
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Words, the Revenue are to blame in not making them more clear and explicit. 


lay, 


« For every Day which he, ſhe, or they ſhall uſe or employ ſuch licenſed Still 
for making Low Wines or Spirits for Exportation as aforeſaid, the Sum of 


«& 7.754. for every Gallon of the cubical Content of ſuch Still.“ 


— 4 4 


IV. Suppoſing that it was unlawful to uſe Stills for Diftillation upon Sunday, 


and that Sundays are not included in the General Term 1 Day ;” 
. Plaintiffs in-Error are ſtill entitled to a Part of the aforeſaid Sum of , | 


5433. 


O. 


11 4. claimed by them. From the 16th of October 1794 to the gth June 1795, 
both Days included, amounting to 243 Days, the Plaintiffs in Error uſed their 


Stills every Day in making Spirits for Exportatiop, except One Day, which 
a Sunday. The Number of Sundays during the above Period amount to 


8 


was 
34, 


which being deducted from the aforeſaid Number of 243 Days leaves 209 Days, 
during which the Stills belonging to the Plaintiffs in Error were uſed in making 
Spirits for. Exportation. They are certainly entitled to get DeduQion of 7 d. 
per Gallon of the Contents of their Stills for each of thoſe 209 Days, The 
Allowance for each Day's Work of the Plaintiffs in Error's Stills, containing, 
4,284 Gallons, at 7 % per Gallon, is J. 128. ros. 4d. which for 209 Days, 


amounts to J. 26,858. 9s. 8 d. being the total Amount of the Allowance 
Plaintiffs in Error are entitled to by the forefaid Statute of the 23d of Geo. 


the 
III. 


Chap. 61. in conſequence of their having uſed their Stills in making Spirits for 
Exportation during each lawful Day, excluſive of the Sundays, of the Firſt Eight. 


Months their Stills were ſo employed. Of the above Sum of /. 26,8 58. gs. 


84. 


they have already received from the Defendants in Error the Sum of £.25,668, 
165, 104. being the exact Amount of the Proportion of the Licence Duty for 
Eight Months, which had been previouſly paid per Advance by the Defendants 
in Error, The Difference between theſe Sums amounts to £.1,189, 1 35. 10d.; 
for Payments of which it did not occur to the Plaintiffs in Error that any good 
Objection could be ſtated, as their Claim to it is founded upon the expreſs and 
_ unambiguous Words of the aforeſaid Statut: of the 33d of Geo. III. Chap, 61. 

So far from any Objection being made by the Defendants againſt Payment of 


_ theſe Days, there was an Order from the Treaſury to pay rhe ſan e. 


„ „ 


It was not until after the Cauſe came into Court, and the Defendants 


ha 


pleaded generally to the Declaration. that the Defendants, not truſting entirely 
to the Objection againſt working on Sundays, inſiſted that they were not bound 
under the Statutes to allow more than the Duties'which had been advanced by 
the Petitioners, thus holding the clear and unequivocal Words of the enacting 


Clauſe for Payment of the Duties and Sums of Money followings. that is to 


ſay, 


« For every Day during which he, ſhe; or they ſhall uſe and employ any licenſed 
« Still or Stills for the making of Low Wines or Spirits from Corn, &c, for Ex. 
ec portation as aforeſaid, the Sum of 75.4, for every Gallon of the cubical Con- 
cc rent of each and every ſuch Still, including the Head, ſo uſed,” pro non ſcripto. | 

The Defendants further ſtated, that the additional Thirteen Days in the Year 
were ſuppoſed to have. been deduced for Loſſes and Interruptions in the Courſe. 


of the Manufacture; that it applied to the Lunar Months in the Year, and 


curred frequently in the Exciſe Laws, P in * W ManufaQtory; 
14. Soap Manu acturers are obliged to 


where, by the 17 Geo. III. Chap. 52. Se 
. cleanſe their Coppers or Pans every Lunar Month. 


a 


, 


tured, but for the whole Year in which the Stills are entered to be uſed in 


OC- 


But nothing in that Act reſpecting Lunar Months can | apply to the Scotch Diſ- 
tillery Laws, where the Diſtiller is not paying a Duty on the Article manufac. 


the 


Manufacture, upon receiving a ſpecific Daily Allowance for every Day in which 


he ſhall make Spirits for | Exportation to England, where the Duties upon 


Gallon of Spirits ſo manufactured are payable. The Obligation on the Soap 


the 
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Maker to cleanſe out his Pans every Lunar Month has nothing to do with Time 
or with Duty; but was enacted to prevent the Trader from committing Frauds, 
and for enabling the Officer to ſearch and go-into the Pans, ſo as to diſcover if 
there are any Holes in the Pans, which the Soap, unleſs cleanſed out, would have 
prevented him from diſcovering. „ 5 
The Defendants will hardly maintain, that if the Plaintiffs had uſed and em- 

ployed their Stills in Leap Year on the 29th of February, not being a Sunday, 
they would not have given the Sum ordered by the Act of Parliament to be paid 
for every Gallon of the Stills ſo uſed and employed on that Day, for making Spi- 
rits for Exportation to England with equal Juſtice are they bound under the 
Statute to pay for the other Thirteen Days. PK 

For as to the Suppoſition that theſe Thirteen Days were deduced on Account 
of Loſſes and Interruptions in the Courſe of the Manuſacture; fo far from theſe 
Acts allowing any Thing-on that Account, it is expreſsly declared, That no 
% Allowance or Deduction, whatever ſhall be given on Account of any Loſs, Ac- 
« cident, or Interruption that might happen during the Period of the Licence, 
« except in and through the Deſtruction of the Diſtillery, and a total Stoppage of 
« the Work by Fire, or as thereinafter or in the ſaid Act excepted and pro- 
“ vided;” i. e Inſolvency or Death of the Diſtiller; and the Allowance above ſpe- 
cified for every Day that theſe Stills are uſed and. employed in making Spirits for 
Exportation to England. T; 2; | 
1 VVV . ' Henry Erſkine. 


Wm. Adam. 
Jas. Montgomery. 
a Wm. Dungas g 


RE ASO NS for Derenvaxrts in Error. 


I. Becauſe it is perfectly clear, from the before recited Statutes, that prior to the 
Fear 1788 Spirits manufactured in Scotland, and ſent into England, were put upon 
the ſame Footing in all Reſpects as to Duty, with Spirits diſtilled in England, for 

Conſumption in that Part of the Kingdom; and that after the gth of July 1788, 

the ſame Principle of Reciprocity was completely eſtabliſhed in both Countries by 
the Acts 28 and 33 Geo. 3. which provided that a Diſtiller in England when he 
worked for the Scotch Market ſhould take out a Licence, and pay the ſame 

Rate of Duty on the Content of his Stills, as was paid by the Scots Diſtiller work- 

ing for the Conſumption of Scotland; and: that a Diftiller in Scotland, when he 

worked ſor the Engliſh Market, ſhould be relieved from the Licence Duty 
ayable on the Content of his Stills, and ſhould pay upon the Importation and 

Landing of his Spirits in England, the ſame Rate of Duty per Gallon as was paid 

by the Engliſh Diſtiller on the Spirits, made by him for Conſumption in England. 

Accordiugly it evidently appears, both from the Words and Spirit of theſe Acts 
of Parliament, to have been the Intention of the Legiſlature to place the Diſtil - 
lers of Scotland and England upon an equal Footing, by adapting and modifying 
the Duties upon Importation: and Exportation of Britiſh Spirits between the 
Two Countries, in ſuch a Manner as to prevent either Country from underſelling 
the other in its Market; for this Purpoſe the Regulations, and Abatements in 
queſtion were adopted, by the Directions and Calculations of which Payment was 
to be made of what are commonly called, on an Acknowledgment of. this Prin- 
ciple, the equalizing Duties: But if the Demand of the Plaintiffs in Error were 
liſtened to, it would totally deſtroy this equalizing Syſtem, becauſe as the Plaintiffs 
in this Caſe, and other like Diſtillers in Scotland, would receive in Drawbacks 
or rather Bounties more than they had paid as Duty, they would be enabled to 
underſell the Engliſh Diſtiller in his own Market to che Extent of che Difference, 
| | which 
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vchich in the preſent-Inſtance is very near 20 per Cent. It is therefore impoſſible 
to conceive how any Conſtruction of an Act of Parliament can be juſt, which is 
ſo directly contrary to the avowed Intention of the Legiſlature in paſſing that 
II. Becauſe: the Demand of the Plaintiffs is directly contrary to the Words of 
the Acts of Parliament 28 and 33 Geo. 3. which expreſsly mention © allowing or 
- < repaying a proportional Abatement f Duty paid. Now the Words * Abate- 
de ment or Allowance,” evidently mean a Sum ſubſtracted or taken from a larger 
Sum, leaving a certain Balance ſtill ſubſiſting; but the Abatement or Allowance 
, contended for by the Plaintiffs exceeds the Duty they have paid, which is an 
\_ . abſolute Abſurdity. If à Perſon owes {.2 5,200 of Duty, or any other Debt, it 
is perfectly intelligible to ſay, that lie is entitled. to an-Abatement or Allowance 
of £. 20, ooo, but if a Man owes C. 20,000 only, to talk of his being allowed an 
_ Abatement of . 25,000 is a- palpable Abſurdity. But this is exactly the Caſe 
of the Plaintiffs; for the Abatement or Allowance which they claim, is nearly 
in the above Proportion greater than the Duty which they have paid. Now it is 
plain that this is not only an Abſurdity in Language, but a perfect Soleciſm in 
Revenue and financial Regulation; for it is evident that the Claim of the Plaintiffs 
is not of the negative Deſcription of an Abatement, Allowance, or. Drawback, 
but aſſumes the pgfitive Form of a Bounty, for if they paid (. 20,000 of Licence 
Duty upon their Stills, but. were to draw back. . 25,000 upon-exporting the 
„Spirits to England, it is plain that this ia exactly the fame Thing as if they 
dlaimed a. Bounty of C. $,900 upon Exportation. This, however, is plainly and 
directly contrary to the Intention of the Legiſlature, which evidently was not 
to give - Bounty to the Diſtillers of either Country upon exporting to the other, 
but to equalize the Duties ſo as that the Spirits of the one Country, when im- 
ported into the other, ſhall be afforded to the Public exactly at the ſame Price wit 
the Spirits manufactured for Home Conſumption, | „„ TI 
III. Becauſe when the Acts of Parliament mention an- Abatement or Allow 
. ance for. every Day which the Stills ſhall work,” they can only be underſtood 
in juſt Conſtruction to mean every lawful Day which the Stills ſhall work. In 
Scotland. particularly there are many ſtrict and anxious Laws with regard to the 
Violation of the Sabbath: Theſe never have been repealed by any other Act of 
Parliament, and certainly are not repealed, by the Statutes in queſtion; nor is it 
agreeable to the uſt, Conſtruction applicable. to Laws to hold, that one Law 
repcals another merely by Implication, unlels the Exiſtence of the one is abſo- 
lutely inconſiſtent with the Exiſtence of the other; but that is not the Caſe in 
the preſent. Inſtance, becauſe the Acts of Parliament in queſtion may be juſtly, 
interpreted in exact Conformity with the other exiſting Laws of the Country 
againſt the Profanation of the Sabbath, and that merely by ſuppoſing that the 
Acts of Parliament in queſtion, by the Phraſe &_Abatement or Allowance for 
« every Day which the Stills ſhall work,” mean every Day which they ſhall work in 
. Conformity with the exiſting Laws, which is certainly to be preſumed in all. Caſes. 
Suppoſe a Tradeiman hires a Journeyman for Three or Four. Months at the Rate 
of 25. 4 Day, would the Journeyman be entitled at the End of the Period on 
. ſettling with his Maſter, to claim his Wages for the Sundays? Certainly not. 
The Anſwer would be obvious, that the Maſter had hired him only for thoſe 
Days on which it was lawful to work. The Caſe. is exactly the ſame here, and 
Parliament muſt be preſumed to have intended to grant the Abatement or Al- 
. lowance to the Diſtillers only for thoſe Days..on which it was lawful for them to 
. 4 „ . 5 . 
IV. But, ſay the Plaintiffs, and ſo the Special Verdict finds, it has been cuſ- 
tomary for us to work on Sundays, and the Officers of the Exciſe have been in 
the Cuſtom to ſurvey us accordingly on thoſe Days, The Anſwer Ropers is 
i 4 | | 8 .  ODVIOUS 


" 
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obvious— Although it is not lauful to work on Sundays, yet, in Point of Fact, 
Perſons may, and certainly can work on Sundays if they chuſe, ſubject only to 
the Penalties enacted by Law for the Profanation of the Sabbath. If therefore 
the Plaintiffs or other Diſtillers chooſe to work on Sundays, it was certainly proper 
that the Officers of Exciſe ſhould ſurvey them on thoſe Days, for otherways they 
might have committed great Frauds upon the Revenue; and therefore, although 
they choſe to break the Laws with regard to the Sabbath, it was the worſt poſſible 
Reaſon for allowing them alſo an Opportunity of defrauding the Revenue, The 
Fact, therefore, that the Officers of Exciſe ſurveyed the Plaintiffs' Works on 
Sundays, by no Means proves even that the Board of Exciſe, much leſs the 
Legiſlature, meant to ſanction the working on Sundays, but only ſhews the Cau- 
tion of the Officers of Exciſe, that the Plaintiffs by one illegal Act ſhould not 
have the Means of committing another 5 3 55 
V. Ir was faid for the Plaintiffs, that whenever the Legiſlature in an Act of 
Parliament meant to exclude Sundays, it did ſo expreſsly, by uſing the Words 
« every lawful Day, or every Day, Sundays excepted; and they cited in par- 


ticular, the Acts 10th George III. Cap. 84. Sect. 19. relating to the fitting of 


Election Committees, and 23d George III. Cap. 84. Sect. 1. as to Polls for 


FPlections. But the Anſwer is twofold-; 1ſt. Such over-anxious Expreſſions in 


One or Two Acts of Parliament, cannot prove that the Legiſlature in every other 
Caſe meant to repeal the Laws with regard to the Profanation of the Sabbath, 


and to put it on the ſame Footing with other Days, —-2dly. In the above-men- 


tioned Acts of Parliament, the Legiſlature is ſpeaking of certain ada ſolemnia 
and other Proceedings which were to take place de die in diem, and where too 
the Legiſlature had committed no Power of Adjournment to the Court or other 


' Officer concerned, and therefore it was abſolutely neceſſary ſpecially to excl ude 


Sundays / . e 1 | | 
VI, Becauſe it has been ſhewn, that if the Demand of the Plaintiffs be well 


founded, they will draw back a greater Sum than they have paid in Name of 
Duty; in other Words, they would receive a poſitive Bounty; and yet the Le- 
giſlature has not provided any Fund out of which this Bounty is to be paid. 
The whole Duties impoſed by the Acts of Parliament in queſtion, are ſpecially 
and ſtrictly appropriated to the Conſolidated Fund: But if the Diſtiller, by draw- 
ing back more than he pays, actually receives a Bounty, he thereby. not only 
wholly exhauſls the Duties ſo appropriated, but he muſt actually encroach upon 


ſome other Fund, in order to receive this Bounty; and yet Parliament has not 


pointed out or provided any other Fund from which it is to be paid. 
VII. Becauſe it will be found that the Abatement of 74,4. per Gallon cannot 
be made to correſpond with the Amount of the Licence Duty (which, as already 
ſaid, it was intended to do for the Purpoſe of equalizing the Duties of the Two - 
Countries) without deducting Sundays. The Calculation of the Abatement of 
74, A per Gallon per diem e ag. exactly with the Annual Licence Duty of 
L. 9 per Gallon on the Content of the Still, on the Suppoſition of the Still Work- 
ing Three hundred Days in the Tear. This leaves Sixty- five vacant Days; 


Fiſty. two of theſe are Sundays; Thirteen ſtill remain; and the Plaintiffs aſked, 


with great Triumph, how theſe were to be accounted for ? But the Anſwer is this, 


and is probably familiar ro ſuch of your Lordſhips as attended the Progreſs of theſe 
Acts through your Houſe of Parliament, that theſe Thirteen Days were intended 


as a reaſonable and neceſſary Allowance for 824 and repairing the Stills, That 


this was the Meaning of the Legiſlature the Defendants do poſitively ſay, and they 
ate certain that your. Lordſhips will recolle& it; and it is juſtified from the Rea- 


ſon and Neceſlty of the Thing; for certainly Stills cannot work for ever without 
being cleaned and repaired, and Thirteen Days in the Year is ſurely not an un- 


rexſonable Allowance for that Purpoſe, But this is not leſt to mere Conjecture; 
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for the Thirteen Days allowed to Diſtillers for cleaning and repairing their Stills, 
correſpond exactly with the Allowance made to ſome other Manufactures of a 
fimilar Nature for the ſame Purpoſe. For Example; in the Caſe of Soap, the 
Maker is not only allowed, but he is required and directed by the Statute: 
17 Geo. III. Cap. 52. Scct. 14. to clean his Copper Once every Lunar Month; 


that is, Thirteen Days in the Year, which correſponds exactly with the odd Thir- 


teen Days allowed by the Acts in queſtion, over and above Sundays, for cleaning 
and repairing the Stills. | = 35 oo 
VIII. The Plaintiff's Claim is for J. 5, 433. 0s. 11 d. over. and above the Li- 

cence Duty of C. 9. per Gallon, being at the Rate of 7,4. per Day for Two 
hundred and Forty-two Days, during which 4,284 Gallons of Stills Content were 
uſed for the Engliſh Market; but the Licence Duty now payable being L. 54. per 
Gallon, the proportional Abatement or Allowance given by Law is 35. 7-4. per 
Gallon per diem: So that had their Diſtillery been carried on in the 1797 in place 
of the 17954, their Claim of Bounty for the above Quantity of Stills and Number 
of Days, if well founded in Law, would have extended to no leſs than L. 32,598. 
55. 64. which makes this Cauſe of very great Importance to the Revenue in point 


of. Precedent. + 
| | J. Scott, 


1 
Co | ; 2 Charles Hape. 


JUDGMENT OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS. _ 
Die Martis 3* Aprilis 1798. | | 


"WHEREAS by virtue of His Majeſty's Writ of Error, returnable into the Houfe 
: of Lords in Parliament aſſembled, a Record of the Court of Exchequer in Scot- 
land, was brought into this ' Houſe on the Firſt of November 1796, wherein 
Alexander Fraſer, John Eaſton, Duncan Forbes Mitchell, Alexander Fraſer, 
and Alexander Galen, Diſtillers -in Scotland, are Plaintiffs, and George Brown, 
Thomas Wharton, James Stodart, Robert Graham, and John Grieve, Eſquires; 
© Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, Defendants; and Council having been heard 
this Day, to argue the Errors aſſigned upon the ſaid Writ of Error, and due 

Conſideration had of what was offered on either Side in this Cauſe ; It is ordered 
and adjudged by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſembled, 

That the Judgment given in the ſaid Court of Exchequer in Scotland be, andithe 
ſame is hereby affirmed, and that the Record be remitted, to the End ſuch Pro- 
ceedings _ be had thereupon as if no ſuch Writ of Error had been brought into 


5 4 * * 8 „* he. — —_ nc. * & 1 n 1 
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RETURN by the Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, to the Order of the | 
Committee, for an Account of Officers and Expedtants ſtationed on entered 
Diſtillers. | | 


WE received your Letter of the 1 9th Inſtant, with an Order from the Committee 
: on the Scotch Diſtillery, for © an Account of the Number of Exciſe Offi- 

. cets and Expectants ſtationed on each entered Diſtillery, from the 1ſt ] _ 
: . e Tr Lets * 1785, 


1 


* * * 1 | 1 785 * 38 N i 
IX, 3 . n ; 


« 3785, to the 5th July 1786; and alſo the Nomber of ſuch Officers and Ex; 
4 pectants now ſtationed on each entered Diſtillery in Scotland,” _ 
We immediately gave Directions to our General Examiner, in whoſe Depart- 


| ment the Account could be beſt aſcertained, to do ſo: And herewith we ſend 
you a Copy of his Report of the Reſult; which you will lay before the Committee 
| 0 for their Information. ***VV 1 
| CUE 8 ä—— Re emis. 
! , | | | | Sir, | | 
4 Exciſe Office, Edinhurgh, Luͤooour moſt humble Servants, 
| Jiobn Bonar, Eſq. | Jobn Grieve, 
il 5 | 0 | Robert Graham, 


James Stodart. 


» * U "I 


_ "Honourable Sirs, | 55 
IN obedience to your Order of the 22d Inſtant, T have aſcertained, as near as 
1 poſſibly can, the Number of Exciſe Officers and Expectants ſtationed on the 
entered Diſtillers in the Lowlands of Scotland, in the Year ending 5th July 1786. 
For the Half Year immediately preceding, which is alſo required by the Com- 
mittee, the Survey Books and other Materials, which would enable me to dif. 
eriminate the Officers employed on Diſtillery from thoſe employed on other 
'Branches, not having been preſerved in this Office to that Period, I cannot have 
Recourſe to; but I am ſatisfied that the Number of eſtabliſhed Officers were 
nearly the ſame during that Period, as during the Year ending 5th July 1786, 
and the Number of Expectants at leaſt One Third, if not One Half fewer. © 
In the above-mentioned Year there appears to have been 42 entered Lowland 
8 Diſtillers under the Sutvey of 39 Officers, Ten of whom had each only One 
Diſtillery, and the Malt belonging thereto to attend; all the others had other 
Branches of the Revenve, befides the Diſtillery, under their Charge, For Five 
or Six Months of that Year, from 530 to 60 Expectants were occaſionally em- 
ployed as Watchmen on the Lowland Diſtillers, and ſhifted from one to another 
as the Collectors and Superviſors judged neceſſary; and for the other Six or 
Seven Months not more than One Half of that Number, owing to many of the 
Diſtillers giving up working on Account of being ſtrictly looked after. LE 
At preſent > Aa are Two Officers and One ee ao ſtationed on Kilbagic 
Diftillery, which is working for the Engliſh Market, and One Officer and One 
Expectant on Bogg's Diſtillery, working for Exportation to Foreign Parts: All 
the other Diſtillers both in the Lowlands and Highlands, are attended. to by 
the reſpective Officers of the Bounds where they are ſituated, along with the other 
Duties under their Care, and all fuch Officers are under the Inſpection of the 
Superviſors. and General Superviſors 


tam” / 
Os Honourable Sirs, &c. 
Exciſe Office, Edinburgh, ; d 
| 5 24th May 1798. e „ VV 5 
Honourable Commiſſioners of Exciſe, Edinburgh, 


| 
| 
= - 
1 


com pere by Alexander Ditk, 


VI ating 5k July bs 
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General Examiner. 


accoux T of Spirits made in Scotland, and exported. to Foreign Parts, 
for T 2 Tea e Sth _ 1797: 


: ; * 
Galen. # wn BY, 
* 
„ I . . 


The e is the only 3 of Scotch- made Spirits exported to Forei 
[Pars within the above-mentioned Period : ol 


Alex. Mitchell, 
Permit Examiner. 


# 


Appendix, N* 3 5. 


AC C ou NT of the Total Quantities of Britiſh Spirits, permitted from 
Scotland into England, betwixt 5th July 1776, and AE s in e diſtin- 
e the $6673 whe entf in each Lear. 


3 of Gallons. 
| Year ending 0 % 1777 5 2,034 
Ich D' 1778 5 $2135 
zm D. 1779 = - 7.413 
5th D* 1780 . 34,067 
{ th De 1781 - 97,177 
sth D' 1782 183,929 
sch D. 1783 1% s%/%§9½%? 
th D' 1784 Ades 
Sth D* 1785 - - 837,751 
5th D* 1786 - 881,969 _ 
th D' 1787ĩͤĩ Bo es $9497 4 
3< D 1378 - -|. | tout 
Sth D' 1789 - -| 1954144 
yeh WW 1790 - -| 
F 
5th D' 1792 * 
zn D* 1793 - -| 
. 3 D* 1794 -- = 3 
%%% ß 
zth D' 1796 — 9,233 
%% - | , 271263 
Half Year ending 5th January 17g - 47,675 
Total | 3,176,357 
| = —— 
Extradted from the Regiſters of Permits ſent to England, by 
Alexander Mitchell, Permit Examiner. 


Compared by 


Alexander Dick, General Examiner. 


ACCO U NT of illegal Stills ſeized and condemned in Scotland, in each re- 


1 
| 

4 

| 

1 
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ſpective Diſtrict, from 5th July-1777, to Sth January * che lateſt Period 
—— 08: Ie ney WP. ; 


Stills ſeized and con- 
demned in the 
Lowlands. | Highlands, 


ſ 1778 5 
17800 169 253 
7% g27 | 707 
1782] 819 | 1;121 
1783] 857 667 
117 127 624 
VV 
1786 566 | 7 7 | 
Stills ſeized and condemnbd in the Years,, 4 1787] 560 ans - 
TR. _— 1 i” 1788] Tag | 434 
1789] 192 | 402 
1790] 162 296 
17911 5 14 
„ 
L 
e,, 175 
. 168 
Lo 55 
Stills ſeized 5 condemned in as Half ! F 5 3 59 


Tear, _ $ J _Y . = 


There being no W in the Office pin which the te Part of this 
Account could be made up, Recourſe was had to the Books lying in the Ex- 
. chequer ; but thoſe for the Year, ending J uly 177 9, could. not be found. 


Exciſe Office, Edinburgh, | James Dundas, Accom | 
* April 1798. 5 5 Jobn Hepburn, A. * 
7 Jun Stuart, D. Compt. 


TABLE e and Under Proofs on SPIRITS. 
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Jab Maitland. 
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oy 1 
- . o 
—̃ PT A EE HA eee one — — Ger Is GFAP — — ave+s ——— uU ——ͤ—⁴— — —— 


— = 
— , .. — oa = 


— — 


— 2 
rural —— — amp Lo — = 
- „ 4 
. * 
# — — — = " 


— - 2 
e S rl r n . r r CE AED e r Es 0 I. "In — — — ere — — — - 
| — r e "I . — bY NOR n ä ITT 3 EYES Ie Os IST ET S 5 5 85 * 2 DIS or; tat - 
i l hs. K. yy n 4 N — . n 3 „ — > 5 — — cy FCS \ — os 
. V 2 = - 4 * N CD — 


* 
1 | 
4 { 
1 
} bo 
- 
; 14 1 
1 
1 
n 
? 
4 . 4 
1 4 
Ll 
4 { J 
+ FRY 
$ x 0 
þ 
1 +» ; 
'Y F 
' 
a * 
; 
N 
n } 
= | 
1 1 
. \ 4 
$1 
11 
: 
4 4 
7 
$4 
me 
, 
7 
; Th 
I: 
F 
: 
- 141 
; 
ö , 
ö 
1 
. £ 
: 
; „ 
' 
; ; | 
x 3 [ 
57 TH 
* ” y 
77 Fl 
7 15 
2 
1 
15 i 
$55. 
7+ 3 
” y ' 
: 
1 : 
1.8: 
(| 
F: 5 
1 
8 1 4 
| ] 
* 1 
"4 
: " 
7 
a 
"1 
4 
5 
FH 
It 
724 
{ 
4 
1 
4 4 
1 
* 
1 — 
t 
: 
1 
1 
1 
87 
1 
: 
Mi 
1 
4 
I 
L 
FN 
7 
— 1 
ih 
5; 
7 


—— ͤ0ñů06———ů·**:—ů— ͤ H — Rr EE —— — 'C — 


— 1D. 
n 


* 
. R 
ASS os Neu 


—— — — . — l 
— 


— 


— R " 3 2 boo! = l N r 1 rea — — 
— l a Wo 4 ** 2 K — 4 «Og nw * R 
— 8 - 4 E 0 me. * £ "PX * r > ug * "Pp <a TPO i E 2 * 2 . Ss a =o 
: 2 2 FT —_ : —— — . K « ** ** . . Ap W got my; av vere. r 2 2 9 n 
, 1 n ; * r 4 > __ + £ ? > IP: ls — Vis. — 4 NS : n 
191 K 0 3 2 \ : =P q ne 1 - 9 » « — WA v4 ES 4 88 — 5 * >. — 2 3 * — Fg ge tran. Ge SIN 
N * K* 5/6 5 : 0 5 . . 5 4 n 2 - * N — o = * 
, ˙ u. Ä—er EI ——— . — . — — at 5 4 — Se" HT I NY N W 15 A+ ha, > = 9 R £ 5 * — — — — 
P ws I" . n 5 4 «. r 2 „ "AE. ** Ft n 2 4 wy >" — * 406 I TT ere rrp IR - 4 * * aſe: _ 
* 5 5 * K 4 - — — ns; e * * — reer 0 * * re 2 * * 5 4 * 6 N „ n 8 n 1 "x; — "= Poa; 14 4 - r 
A 8 . BAY - * FY 5 9 * 9 _ * E — 8 2 0 Web fy 2 - wg RAS oth wig . We — rr =" — 3 „ VIII > = g —— 8 
\ ay : . : 7 * p ö » - 1 — n —— — — — 0H 3 —— Lect W r n — =" — = a 1 * 8 
5 N 1 N 1 — beer — —ͤ— 2a ————— A 3 — - $"< "= 
* 2. - * . - 
% * , * 
4 5 X L 
; 4 
. 
x $ 
— 
N & x £ 
* 
7 . 
7 « 


* 
# 
[ „ 


Lien bricht - 


Stirlin 


differeht Counties, 


Appendix, N' 38. 


TABLE for kcobverting Scorch Mebfort bf Barley and Matt into Engliſh 
Meaſure, and ſhewing the der: oy which Meal « or a is 685 in the 
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1 


| Meaſure. 


SCOTCH | 


a . 
3 


ns 9-158 


ENGLISH MEASURE. 


nnr 


„ 


Boll. 


pts 


| * 45 


Fr WIT » 


The Standard 
ſure for tr} 


e . 


Aberdeen es oh = 


Tore and Arran 3 


Canes = © * 


Dunbartorr VH 


Dumfr ies ig - ̃ 
Edinburgh „ 
F ot - Gm: 
—_—_ 
Forfar %% 


Innere 


Kincardine +» = 
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a - 


Lanark a - » 
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+» - 
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or THE 


* 
© Amount of DUTY per Gallon, ddr the Three different Licence Duties 
now in Force; ſuppoſing the Work to be performed by a 40 Gallon 
Still, and carried on during 365, 352, 345, and 300 Days, i in the Year, 
and the Still to be charged every Day, every 6 Hours, every 4 Hours, ” p 
every 2 Hours, every 1 Hour, every 30, 20, 15, and 10 Minutes; and | 
allowing 7* and 1 of the Time for Doubling, and the Produce of ro" 
13, 12, 10, 8, and 6 Gallons of Spirits from every Boll of Six Win- 
cheſter Buſhels of Barley or Bear. 


1. B. In making thoſe Caenlarions, the Still is ſuppoſed to be 
charged with 30 Gallons of Waſh each Time when wrought | 
off every Day, every 6, 4, and 2 Hours; and with 25 Gal- _ 
lons of Waſh each Time for the remaining Times. And 

that there are go Gallons of Waſh produced from the Boll 

of Grain for theſe Four firſt-mentioned Times, and 100 Gal- 

lons of Waſh from the Boll -for the Remainder ; and the 
ſractional Parts of Farchings are not included. 


Jahn Maitland, 
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SCHEME 1”, | GALLONS produced from each BOLL, 
3 — — — 
For 2434 Days, : 2 „ 8 
r | 13-7: 412. 0, at8. | os, 
from 385. | | | 
- — — N | = 2 12 eons Ten: _ — 
(At J. 54.) ; * 4 4. IL. y "# if; 4. d. 1 5. d. „ 
Every Day 61 15 6|2 0111 4 44|2 13 3 3 6 8 9 
Every 6 Hours 324% 8 101.0 10 2100 11 1 ſo 13 31 16 2 14 
14 D* --| 486310 511 jo 6 -94jo0 7 47% 8 14 95 
2 D* -| 973319. 2 1140 3 44% 3 B4jo 4 7 4 
1 D* 1,460 o 1 11100 2 31ſo 2 go 2 1 
Every 30 Min- 2,920 0 o 111 1 11% 1 to 1 2 © 
20 D' 4,380 [ © 71ſo o© 9% o 9200 0 1 74 
« 15 D' -| 5,840 |o © 51 0 © 63/0 o 740 o 1 22 
10 D' 8,760 o 31 o 41iſo © 44/0 © 9 10 
= ng * - | 3 | | 2 
JJ bi obs & on ob 
Every Day 8140 $11.30 6 97] 7 44/0 8 10fſo 11 2 ſo 14 91 
6 Hours] 3243/0 1 54jo 1 810 1 10 % 2 21ſ0 2 910 3 81 
4 Þ* -| 4865 0 11% 1 120 1 210 1 Fiſo 1 10 ſo 2 5 
2 D* -| 97330 o $54jo o 646 o 7100 o 84ſ0 o 11 o 1 21 
10D“ -[1,460ſo 0 340 o 4iÞ © 410 o 5% o 74 o gf 
Every 30 Min'] 2,920 ſo 0 1100 o 2100 o 210 0 2100 0 310 v 4 
20 D' 4,380 ſo o 110 o 14 o 110 o 14jo o 2100 o 34 
15. D“ 5,840 ſo 0 04o o 1 o o 1 o o s/o o 1100 o 24 
10.D* -| $8,760 ſo O ojjo o ono o ofjlo' o oo © 1 Jo o 11 
— 3 4 | 
(At C. 6. 105.)| . . 1 
Every Day -| 3172/0 4 310 4 1 o 5 4 lo 6 4100 oo 10 8 
6 Hours 3244ſo 1x oo 1 240 1 4 H 
4 Þ* 4863 o 84jo o 91ſo o 10tHo 1 oi] 1 4% 1 9 
2 D* -| 9735 o 410% o 410 o 5100 o 6100 o 8 ſ%o o 10% 
1 D' -| 1,460 0 177 o 31ſo o 310 o 4100 o 510 0 7 
Every 30 Min'| 2,920 o 110 o 1{ſo o 1100 o 2 o % o . 
20 D' 4.380 JJ 0 10 0 ̃ 0 Rb © 2i£ 
15 D' -| 5,840 o ogjo 0 Ogio o oflo © 110 © 136 o 1 
10.D* -[8,760 o o 0;jo o otſo o otſo o offo o of © 1 
| | 
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SCHEME IF. | » GALLONS produced from each BOLL, 
For 2343 Days, Ne of B-  f V F 
e e af Vo. ae 13. {Br 12. 3 ReTO. at8, at 6. | 
from 352. 95 „„ | | 1 1 | 
(At L. 54. | | 0 5. d. . F; d. I. 4. J. o $, d. » 4. | 4. ” 4. 4. 
Once a Day 75705 16 912 2 54/2 6 of|2 15 243 9 o4 12 of | 
in 6 Hours -| 312% 2 21 10 71% 11 6% 13 9% ½ 3% 3 o ; 
in 4D* f 6 ii 7 ogjlo 7. 8jo 9 Ho 11510 19- 4 l 
in 3D*  -|. gag :3 ono 3 6 $106 [0 470 59106 7 5. | 
in 1D % |o 2 0:10 2 44j0 2 6xj0 3 0410 310.105 1 
in 30 Minutes 2,816 ſo 1 ozſo 1 2 % 1 37] 1 64 O0 1 11 o 2 64 | 
in 20 Dꝰ -1 14,224 oO 0 8 © o gjo owo 1 oo 0 1: 3. 41 | 
migD*'. f © 610 © / D b ‚‚ f vo , 0170-1 35 if 
in 1600 Bee © $610 o io 0 Fo 'o0 6 j 05860 0 10 10 
— ä . 17 ſo |! 
(At £9.) | | . | T 1 
Once a Day -| 783j 6 110 7 otſo 7 8 ſo 9 atom 6 [0 15 4 
in 6 Hours 3127 1 6% O 1 9|o 111 ſo 2 34. 2 10to 3 10 
in 4 B* „ it 2 jo 't g5fo 1619 11110 2 66 
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8 Appendix, No 41. 


AMOUNT of LICENCE DUTY that a Forty Gallon Still ought 


to py when the Work is carried on for 300 Days i in the Year, allowing 


One Fourth of the Time for Doubling; and when the Produce of Spirits 5 


from each Boll of Grain is at 15, 13, 12, 10, 8 and 6 Gallons ; and when 
the Still is worked off every Day, every Six Hours, every Four Hours, 
every Two Hours, every Hour, every Thirty, Twenty, F ifteen, and Ten 
Minutes; and when the Duty on the Spirits produced 1 is at 33.—25. 64. 
—25,—15, 64. and 15, per Gallon, 1.to 10 over H ydrometer Proof. 
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At Ons SnuiLLmo Licence Duty for 225 Days. 


8 * 


One Fourth of | | | | 
Time allowed - Fifteen, Thirteen, | Twelve. Ten. Eight. Six, 
for Doubling. | | | 
: — — — — il Za a 
; SL CE INE dd ̃ ̃ ß „ß „ 4. 
i Every Day 1 8 1 1 4 4 1 2 6 — 18 g|—15—| —11 3 
* 5.6 Hours - „ 417 6 [4 10 — 3 15— 3— — 2 £m 
1 )))//%%%%% 2 d e ß 7 
14 2 16 17 6 14 12 6 13 10 — 1 5 — 9 — — 6 15 — 
1 | )))) 6 3140 18-9 120 4 — 16 17 6 | 13 10 — 10 2 6 
v1 30 Minutes | 50 12 6 43 1) 6 40 10 — 33 15 — 27 —— | 20 oy 
+9 20 -| 75 18 9 65 16 3 60 15 — 50 12 6 | 4010 - 30 7 6 
— 14 Co ITS wb 10/5 Pie — 140-10 — 
1 10 15117 6 131 12 6 [121 10 — 101 5 — [81 — — | 60 15 — 
T IP 
5 6 Hours. — 18 9 — 16 3 — 15 — — 12 6 — 10 — — 7 6 
%%% „„ „ns ies i; 11 3 
+ = 18 VVV 
))) 597 6-416 3þ 5 gi] 1-13 9 
30 Minutes 8 8 9| 7 6 3| 615—| 512 6 410 — [3 7 6 
20 - [12 13 14| 10 19 41] 10 2 6 8 8 9 6 15 — © x & 
15 - 16 17 6 14 12 6 13 10 — 11 5 —| g—— | 6 15 — 
„„ 25 6 3 | 21 18 9 20 5 16 17-0 13 10 — 1 6 
(C. 6. 105.) i 
R ( 121 — 2 i — 2 3 — 1 91 — 1 4 
6 Hours - — 13 61 — 11 87 — 10 10 — 9 —1 — 7 21 — 5 5 
4 - <<} I'— 31 — 17 71 — 16 3 — 13 64] — 10 10 | — 8 1+ 
To mn 7] 1 ,s, , ̃ꝗ¶ 4h 1-1 $:] 16” 3 
F . 213 93] 2:58 91 2 — 746} 1126 1 4 41 
EJ / 417 . 3 5—| 2 6-9 
364.9 4 of 710 $41. 3.044 6-466 427 6771318 
, TRA 3 09} , 842" 61-610 .—. | 4 17: 6 
JJ ⁵P ᷣ , 3:9} 9 15 —-|'7. 6-3 


SCHEME, ſhewing what was paid upon the GALLON of SPIRITS 
produced under the Licence Duty of J. 54. per GaLLon, Content, proportioned 
to the Rate of Working, the Number of Gallons from the Boll, the Number of 
Working Days in a Year, and Time allowed for Doubling. 
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( continued.) 
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TAB LE, ſhewing the Duty which would have been paid on the GALLON of 
SPIRITS under the Licence Durv, of J. 9 and C. 6. 105. per Galt Content 


of the STILLS, ſuppoſing the STILL to have been wrought as SFr ws and 
* from 6 to 10 GALLONS from a Boll of Malt. 
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N. B.— The Diſtiller who manufactured no more than his Allowance of 500 Bolls of 


Malt, paid upon 3, 320 Gallons of Spirits, at the Rate of 15. 74 4. per Gallon, 
The exempted Malt Duty, at the Rate of L. 80 for 500 Bolls, was deducted from 
the Duty on Spirits 1 in all the above Calculations. 
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(continued) , 
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N. B. The Diſtiller who manufactured no more than his Allowance of 450 Bolls of 


Malt, paid upon 2,988 Gallons of Spirits at the Rate of 15. 2d. per Gallon. 


In 


the above Calculations £.70. was deducted from the Sum _ as a 8 upon the 


1 8 for the exempted Malt Duty. 
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TABLE ſhewing the Amount of LICENCE DUTY which ſhould be impoſed ,on the Gallon 
Content of Stills, to be equal to 15,—1 5. 6 4.—2 5. 6d.—and 3 f. upon the Gallon of Spirits, 
1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, Calculated at running from Once a Day to Once in Eight 
Minutes, and producing from 6 to 15 Gallons per Boll of Grain: Working 300 Days in a Tear, 
and allowing 4 and 7 of Time for Doubling. | 


— 2 — —— —ʒ2—7 car aw — — 5 
r ! rn cn — — ͤmQ—.— — . 5 a 
— — — — : 
- => - 


—— — ni — — ** — 
— nes — — . ̃ ͤwaœuà—— ow 2 9 _—_ — 


— * 
— — — 
- — 


1 
1 
| 


| 
1 
1 
| 


At 15, per Gallon, I At 1. 64. At 25. | Reon 846 8 10 
Rate of Gallons] | : p | | i 
| from a | ' - | | | EE, 14 
Working» Boll. 4 of Time. | 4 of Time. ef Time. Jof Time of Time, | 4 of Time. 4 of Time. | Jof ts ab Time, | Jof Time, i 
1 . 4. 4. 33 : d. £+ 4. d. 4. 3. d. P (6 4. d. L. 3, d. 1. 3. d. . LO FA = 4. d. £ 4. d. it 
6 | = 3 | — 10 —j}| —1614] —15 jj 126] 1-1 $161 3 4 104-119 94 F008 10. 
| 8 — 1 11 44] 12 61 1-— 1 110 — [16 9 11 ᷣ (1 1 „% „K 2 it. 
ens Jl wo iid gt // cd 17 91 1193 2 6 104] 2 1 2 16 3] 210 1 iſt 
Day- 12 1 2 6 1 — 1 1 x 10 19] 3 58 2 — 2 2 16 3 2 10 2 7 49 0 3 — 3 li | 
14434 © $ $i 2 2 1h} 2x15 6] , 2311 44 ), S397 e337 7 OF $ © þ 
| 15 4 i 14 1 14 E 21 1 71 2 16 3 2 10 27 3 10 3x 3 2 94 4 4 44 4 184 Y 114 
43 „ „% „ 37 4] „ 34 4120=]4= , 5Þ 61g. $2 | 
18 32 — 2 13 6 410 — [4 — 4 6 —— © 7 i 7.0 6 13 10 | 9g = — — 83 114 
10 3 15 — 3 6 10 5 12 6] 5 — 3 7 10 — 6-11 $5] 9 7 +6 $ 7 1 11 56 — | 10 -— 6 14 
6 Hours. 12 4 10 — 4 — 4 6 15 — [ 6 — 6 9 — — $ — $f 11 — | 10 — 1013 10 — | 12 1 — 
134% 3:0 4 11 94 7 1 14] 6 17 74] 10 5 6 9 3 6 | 12 16 10] 11 9 4zÞ 15 3 3119-104 11 
1 31 5 — 5 8 9 7 0 7 iii 5 - - 10 1 3] 1211 16 17 6 16 1-3 14 
CV!!! 7 » 3 —.3 5 1 3 410 44] 615 —| 6.—- 6 p59 7 10 10 2 6 | 9g — 9 14 
| 8 %%% + 3 BILLS 6 — 41 9 ——| 8— 6]1i $;g— | 10 — 771 13 10 — | 12 = 9 111 
1 10 5 2 6 | 5— 3] 8 9 4 7 10 4 11 5—rwo— 614 1 3.) 1230 74 1617 6] 15 — 9g 
32. 15 —> | 6— 6 | 10 2 64 9 — 9 13 175-1 1i—# 1617 6] 1591 3] 20 $— | 15 1: 6, W 
| 13114 7 14 — 6 1% un i 6 G1 8 — 114.15 3 10 5 | 17 4 wot Go 1 9 FD 104 wt 
15 83 8 9 710 753] 12 13 n, , 1 3 4.91 17 104 18 16 64] 25 6 3 | 22 11 10 14 
6 6 1% » „ %% » 6] „uf!!! ]]“ 01 1 1 330 5- 18 1 6 100 
$ Lg -—| $— „%%, „ , / J0—-|20 1 q 27 — — | 24 1 6 $108 
f 10 11 5 — 10 — 616 7 6 e 9 22 10 — [20 1 — 28 2 625 333 25 — 30 1 6 4108 
F : 12 13 10 - 12 I] = 20 {5 mow 1 1 6 27] ww com 24 2 —EF 33 I 5 30 2 6 40 10 — 36 3 — ji 
134] 15 8 — | 213 15 3 | 23 3 — | 20 12 104] 30 16 — | 27 10 6 | 38 10 — | 34 8 J 46 4—| 4! 5 9 14 
175 1 . 3 25 6 3 22 11 10 [ 4 15 — 30 2 6] 42 3 9 37 33 1 | 50 12 6 45 3 8 11 
A; | my 5 TD 5 — — — —— 10 
0 6 10 6 9g — = | 15 3 9 | 13 10 — 420 {oe | iD ns 25 6 + Fax io ns 30 7 6 | 279 — — ih 
i 13 10 ——- | 12 —— | 20 5 — | 15 = = | 27 = [4433 15 — | 30 —— | 40 10 — 36 — 11.1 
4 Hons #,: PO 16 1 6 15 — w | 326 6 43 j 7% 106 2% 17h JO — -— 42 3 9 27 10 — | 50 12 6 45 —— f I 
a 12 | 20 c— | 18 —— | 30 7 27 — — 40 10 — | 56 —— | 5012 6 | 45 — — f bo 45 — — — 1 
1351 23 2 41] 20 11 — 413 by 30 16 6 46 4 9 | 41 — | 57 15 21%] 51 7 669 7 14] 6133 — m8 
15 25 3 | 22 10 — | 37 19 4 33 15 — | 59 12 6 45 ——|{ 635 741 56 5— | 75 18 g | 67 10 — 110 
8 6 20 5 — | 8 —— 30 7 6| 27 —— | 40 10 = 36 — — | 50 12 6 | 45 — — EV BORA 
$ 27—— 24 —— 3 26 —— 7 233 67 ay bo ww — | $1 —— 72 — wi 
f 10 15 — | 30 — — | 50 12 45 —— 7% 0 % 4 7 67s ——p 5-|9—— ME 
NMlguirse« 12 5 0 — 36 — — 60 15 — 54 — a 81 — — 72 — — 101 5 — 45 — — 1121 5 — 108 ann _— 1 
133146 4 9 4 2— 69 ) 1461 13— 92 9 5 32 4 — 10 11 1c4 102 15 — 138 24 3 [123 6 — 114; 
15 50 12 6 | 45 —— | 7518 9 67 10 — % 5 — | Go =» — $12 11 3 2 10 — 1561 37 6 [435 — — HM 
6 30 7 627 ——[451 340 10—| bog — 54 — 2518 9 6% 0 - % 26] —— 141 
$ | 40 10 — | 36 — — | 6015 — 54 — — $1. — — | 72 — — 101 5 — | GO — — [121 10 —- col cov; was 1 
30 Minutes 10 50 12 6 | 45 — — | 75 13 9g | 67 20 — Jiot 5 — | 90 — — 126 11 [112 10 — [151 47 6 [135 — —> 
134] 69 7 14] 61 13 — 104 £4] 92 9 6 138 14 3 [123 6 — $173 7 95 . 2 6 [208 1 (4183 19 — v1.01 
- 15 | 75 38 9 | 67:10 — $113-18 214061 5 — $151 17 6 |135 — — 189 16 104168 15 — 1227 16 3 [202 10 — 1 
6 40 10 — 36 —— 6% 15 — 4 —— [ — 72 —— %% 56 — % — — fr 0 — lo — — Ih 
15 Minutes, 10 67 10 — GO — — 1101 5 — ii 7 | 1 203 o_- 168 15 — 150 — ew 1202 10 ww [150 ww ws *þ 1 
12 Bi — — 72 ew J121 10 = 103 — — 1162 —— 44 — — [202 10 — 1180 — — 2433 216— 44 
1311 92 9 6 | $2 4 — 133 14 3 [123 6 — 184 19 — [164 8 — [231 3 9 [205 10 — $277 8 6 [246 12 — Ih 
j 10 10S 5 90 2 1351 17 6 135 — — [202 10 ww 180 aw 253 2 6 225 — — $303 15 — [270 - 1 
6 60 15 — 54 — — [9 2 6 | 81 —— 21 10 — 103 — — 5% 6 [135 — — 82 5 — [162 — $100 
8 4 81 — — „ 121 10 — 108 „ 1622 — I — 4.0, 10 — | 1$0- = —_ ; 243 — — [21216 cw os 1 
„ TO8 >< $0 — -— S151 17 6 135 — — [200 10 — 1180 ww ww 1253 2 6 225 — — 303 15 — [270 mn ms wel 
12 141 1 — 108 = — 182 5 — |162:— = [243 — = |208 — — $303 15 — [270 — — [364 to — 1324 — — 
4331138 14 3 123 6 — {208 1 41194 19 — 277 8 6 [246 12 — [346 15 711368 5 — [416 2 9 369 18 — 1 
15 ii 17: © [rigs — = [227 16 7 [503 10 = J30g 15 = = 1379 13 9.1337 One pong 8 7 Io wo 4 
S 75 18 g | 65 10 — [113 18 1% 5— 57 6 [135 — — [189 16 1c4]168 15 — $227 16 3 [202 10 -' 
| 8 fir 5— | 70 — — 151 17 6 [105 — — $202 10 — % — — $253 2 6 [1975 — — $103 15 — [210 —» — 
2 Minutes. 40 $126 11 3 92 10 — [1389 16 1c4[198 15 — $253 2 6 [155 — — 136 3 131231 $5 — 379 3 9 [477 10 — 
12 [151 17 116 — — [227 16 3 |174 — — [303 15 — [2392 — — $379 13 9 [200 — — $455 12 6 1348 — — 
234 [173 7 94|134 2 6 [260 1 4231 3 9 4 7 1398 5 — 1463 9 4 572 6 3 34 3 441462 7 6 
15 119 4 44168 15 — 5 6 64|253 2 6 1*˙⁰ 9 [337 10 — 5 10.11 1 5 17 6 5 13 hat! 8 * 


* N, B. The Calculations above theſe Double Lines are founded on the Preſumption of the Diſtiller's extracting only 90 Gallons 
of Waſh from a Boll, and charging his $:ill with 30 Gallons, The Calculations below theſe Lines are founded on the 
Preſumption of the Diltiller's extracting 100 Gallons of Waſh from a Boll, ard charging bis Still with only 25 Gallons, 
for the ſake of more rapid Dillillation. | VVV 


| "as Ts, 
1 Joby Leven. 
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ACCOUNT of the Total Quantities of AQUAVIT# now on Hand, 
in the Stocks of the Diſtillers, computed as near as may be; alſo in the Stocks 
of Dealers and Retailers in Scotland: are the Diſtillers Quantity 


i 


from the Dealers and Retailers, 
ET Ne of Noof | woof 
In what | the Socks | Gain | eee, e, e 
DISTRICT, 5 Toe Dealers and DISTRICT. 3 Dealers and | 
| | tation. . e | 1 tation. „ 
Aberdeen -| 3,461 | 22,828 || Brought up -| 143,108 563, 989 
Old Aberdeen“ 2,467 Dumbarton -| 3,165 | 9016 
Huntly - - -| 59s | 2,570 Hamilton -| 17,455 | 12,959 
Banff - - » -| 1,302 | 2,513 |[Haddington - -| — 9,658 
| Peterhead - -| — 4,420 Dunbar - - <| $5,750 6,565 
Air [ 35,901 | Muſiteburgh - -| 22,695 23,252 
Kilmarnock = -| — 22,148 Dalkeith % 2 30,310 
 .Greenock - -| 6,794 | 58,985 4 „„ ww |. A721 
Paiſley | — 1 22,001 60, 429 travel - — | 11,035 5,902 
Argyle, North -| 1,762 $,746 Roſe =. bia 4,614 
Argyle, South -| 1,824 | 9,068 Elgin“ 4,007 3,019 
Caithneſs - $5,562 | 3,677 ||Linlithgow - 25,048 | 13,519 
Dumfries — 37,210 || Falkirk -  -. | 717 20,615 
Kirkcubright= -| — | 17,949 Stirling -| 13,186 1 9-299 
Wigton - - | — | | 29,540 Dumblane -| $5,938 | 1,929 
Alloa - - 5 58,000 | 6, 329 Perth- = 8 1 
Dunfermline 15,000 7 9,812 [Dunkeld — 4.224 3,092 
| Cupar - = 3 8,903 | Dundee — 4 — 5 277,331 
St. Andrews - -| 8,400 | 7,296 Forſa - -| — | 7,374 * 
3 | 14,234 ||Montroſe= - -| 4765 13,983 
Glaſgow, 1ſt. 3,980 103,311 Dunſe 1 a 11,091 
D' ad. 144427 34,000 ||Jedburgh - — 4399 | 8,927 
D* - 3d -| — | 66 843 Edinburgh; 140, | | 463515 
Ae 0p] 143,08 $68,989 | Total 415,863 l | 1,296,452 
Exciſe Office, | N 
Sin', 5th June 1798. Alerander Dich, Cen Exam. 
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PAPERS (preſented to the Houſe, arſt February 1798) relative to the 
9 1 Diſtilleries in Scotland. b F 


— —— 


GENTLEMEN, : | 

II appearing to the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury to be 
neceſſary that Information ſhould be obtained with as much Accuracy, and 
with as little Delay as poſſible, with regard to the Advantages and Diſadvantages 
attending the Modes of Diſtillation in the different Parts of Scotland, ſo as to ena- 
ble as correct a Judgment being formed, as Circumſtances will admit, reſpecting 
the Rate of Duty which ſhould be ſubmitted to the Conſideration of Parliament 


at its next Meeting, as proper to be impoſed in the Highlands of Scotland, or in 
any Diſtrict between thoſe and the Lowlands, ſo that the ſame ſhall bear as fair 
and juſt a Proportion as can be ſettled to the Duty now exiſting on the Contents 
of the Stills in the Lowlands, I am commanded by their Lordſhips to direct 


you to call on the Diſtillers in the different Parts of the Country, who ſhall appear 


to you to be moſt intereſted in the Queſtion, to ſtate the Points they ſhall think. 


. neceſſary to be inveſtigated, in order to decide the comparative Advantages and 
Diſadvantages which the ſeveral Parties have or are ſubject to, particularly the 
Quantity which may be diſtilled from Stills of given Dimenſions, and the Whole 
of the Coſts and Charges attending the ſame, whether for Materials, Fuel, Labour, 


or incidental Charges; having in View, at the ſame Time, the Quality of the 
Grain, and the Quality and conſequent Value of the Spirits produced, and when 


you ſhall have obtained ſuch Statements, it is their Lordſhips' Deſire that you 
. ſhould forthwith tranſmit the ſame to this Board, in order that they may direct the 


-tieceflary Inveſtigations to be entered upon without Delay by Perſons not intereſt» 


ed in the Buſineſs. 


I am, 
| Gentlemen, | 
_ Treaſury Chambers, e Tour moſt obedient Servant, 
en,, : | „ George Roſe. 


Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland. 


May ir PLEAs8t Your Lonxpsnirs, — 


IN Obedience to the Commands of your Lordſhips, ſignified by Mr. Roſe's 


Letter of the 25th of July laſt, we iſſued general Directions, immediately upon 


its Receipt, to each of our Collectors, to call on the Diſtillers in the different Parts 


of his Collection, who ſhould appear to him to be moſt intelligent and intereſted 
in the Queſtion, to ſtate the Points they ſhould think neceſſary to be inveſtigated, 


in order to decide the comparative Advantages and Diſadvantages attending tbe 


Modes of Diſtillation in the different Parts of Scotland, particularly the Quantity 
which may be diſtilled from Stills of given Dimenſions, and the Whole of the Coſts 


.and Charges attending the ſame, whether for Materials, Fuel, Labour, or incidental 


Charges, having in View, at the ſame Time, the Quality of the Grain, 5 8 
| — —j Quality 


„ 
* 
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Quality and conſequent Value of the Spirits produced : And in Addition to the 
Particulars required by your Lordſhips, we enjoined our Collectors to procure, 
by Means of their Superviſors and Officers, or otherwiſe, ſuch further Information 
on the Subject as might tend to its Elucidation, and to tranſmit the ſame to us, 
with their Obſervations, for further Conſideration and Enquiry. 

We have now the Honour to ſend herewith a Copy of the Statements obtained 
in conſequence of theſe Directions (as per Liſt incloſed) and to ſubmit the ſame, 
any Obſervation from us, to the ſuperior Judgment and Orders of your 
Lordſhips. - - 


© We remain, with the greateſt Reſpect, 
W 
Your Lordſhips' moſt obedient, 
„ . and very faithful humble Servants, 
| Exciſe Office, 5 T. Wharton. 


„ Edinburgh, „„ | 5 | Jas. Stodart. 
11th October, 1797. John e 
ps 5 N Geo. Brown. 


The Right Hon®" the Lords Commiſſioners 
of His Majeſty's Treaſury; 


„ LIST of Papers, Copy of which is herewith ſeat. 


AGAINST HIGHLAND DISTILLERY EXEMPTION. 


Net; 
EDINBURGH 


2 Surveyor. : 
COLLECTION. 5 


With N 
Tour, 19th Auguſt, from John Stein, Diſtiller, at Cannon 
nw: | : 
RE Letter, 23d Avguſt, from James and John Haig, Diſtillers, 
5 at Lochrin: ” 3 5 _ 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Lowland Diftillers, in the Royal 
Exchange Coffee-Houſe, Edinburgh, gth Auguſt : 
With | 
Letter, 18th September, from Alexander Robertſon, Col- 
lector at Stirling, reſpecting the Information given by David 
4 - Caflills, Diſtiller, to this Meeting - 


Þ Sun 2d Auguſt 1797, from John Maitland, General 


With 

Obſervations on the Lowland and Highland Diſtilleries, and 

Table of jy ee, from a 40 Gallon Still, by John Grant, 
Officiating Superviſor at Dunbar: 


HADDINGTON 


No. 2. 1 Rs 31ſt Auguſt, from William Cock, Collector: 
ColLEcrioN. 


'M No. 3. 
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W 


LINLITEGOW. 


1 Declaration Ggne by Adam barten Diller at : Bonnrown, 


ee Ss 


(iſt.) WES : 
DUMERIEK Ss Þþ | toth RIOTS from J ONES ce ö 5 
COLLECTION. . 5 5 | . F*** 
| "No. For Later, $th September, * Iba Wright, Collector: 
F With 
COLLECTION. Minutes of a Meeting "of. Diſtillers. held at Paiſley, 2 5th 


Auguſt, and ſigned by Six of them: 


and in Dumbarton County and Viciolry, and of the Low- 
land Diſtillery at Greeno ck: 

And Obſervations, by a Perſon unconnected with che Trade, 
dated Greenock, 4h, e "Me 


Ns. 6. Leer, ae Septerher, Fibai william Corbet, Collector: 
GLASGOW 1 Wick 
CoLLECTION. 


my in the Lowlands and at" np aut L ” . 


% 
* 


IN FAVOUR oP HIGHLAND DISTILLERS. 


Foo 75 Letter, ilt e "foi Atetaniter Finltlater, Dit So- 
INVERNESS | 4 ee reer the Fou of Nairn, Inverneſs, and 
COLLECTION, 
ee Leue eaſt September, from Al Alexander Tulloh, Collector: 
Wi 


for a Tear, by a Meeting of Diſtillers at Campbeltown, 
17th Auguſt: | 
Leer, 23d Auguſt, from 8 Dil 


ills at ad near Forres : ; 


. ] Leter, oth Seprember, from Gr Campbell, Collector: i 
- CAITENESS , With 
COLLECTION. } Report of a General Meeting and Committee of Diſtillers, 


gull, ſigned by Benjamin Henderſon, Preſes 


Skelbo, in i the County of Sutherland : 


| ARGYLE,, With 0 

8. COLLECTION. Memorial and State by the Diſtillers of the Burgh of Camp- 
heltown, and its Vicinity, ſubſcribed by a Committee of 
Three of them og. Auguſt: i 


No. . Rte 25th Auguſt, from Laurence M* Kenzie, Collector: 


6B 3 


1 State, by Blair and Martin, of Greenock, 29th Auguſt, of 5 
UU Diſtillery in Argyle South and Bute Counties, 


* $4 * 8 » 
1X 0 1 2 4 1 . * k s F g 2 1 < x > 2 — < Z 
. Fei E R 1 7 8 ; A 4 2 2 Fern D e 


State of the Expence and Procdiice of a Still of 40 Gallons 2 


| Acevunt of Expence and Profit of 4 40 Gallon Still 


held at Thurſo 15th Auguſt, and at Hempriggs 23d * 
And Letter, 24th- Auguſt, from James Boog, Ditilter, at 
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No. 10. 1 25 7th September, from Thomas Rols, colledor: 


ARGYLE N. 
COLLECTION, J Statement of a 40 Gallon Still, by the Licenced Diſtillers i in 


Argyle North Collection, 5th September: 


No. 11. Letter, 23d Auguſt, from James Me Farlane officiating as 
' ABERDEEN © | Collector: | e : | 
it 


COLLECTION. J. 
. Minutes and Opinion of a Meeting of Diſtillers, held at 
dene. of Culſalmond, 14th Auguſt, ſigned by Thomas 
we fon, Preſes: _ 
inutes and Opinion of a Meeting of Diſtillers, held at 
1 22 8th Augutt, ſigned by William Malcolm, Frens: 


Fe PrP I Extract Litter, 3oth Avguſt, from Alexander Robertſon, 
LINLITHGOW Collector: 1 


COLLECTION. "7 WIE — 
(424 Minutes of a Meeting of 15 Line Diſtillers, held at Dun- 
5 blane 14th Au i, ſigned by Hugh Campbell, Preſes : 
And State of Diller in © in the Intermediate Diſtrict, betwixt 


North and South Line, by a Meeting of North Line Dil- 
tillers, 12th Auguſt, ſigned by Seven of them: 5 


- No. 13. 


ius h 3d October, from James Ogilvie, Colletor 
COLLECTION. 5 
No. 14. Letter, 3d Odder, aan J ames Mitchell oiciing as 
„„ Collector: 
' COLLECTION, With 8 Statements, viz. 
— 1. By John Stewart, Diſtiller, Blair Atholl, 25th Ac: 
2. By William White, Diſtiller, Methven, 24th Auguſt : 
3. By James Duff, Diſtiller, Souterhill, 25th Auguſt : 
+ By eee Donaldſon, Diſtiller, Cairniehill 28th Au- 
gu 
5. By 9 Diſtillers met at Balnaguard, 28th Auguſt: 
6. By * Fiſher, Diſtiller, at Coult Malindy, iſt 0 
tem 
7. By William Johnſton, Dittiler, at Blair-Gowric, 14th 
September; and 
8. 255 ae oh PRO; at New Ian, Watereſk, 22d 
' TEVIOTDALE . 
COLLECTION, pol No Return 3 being no Diſtiller in it. | 
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No. E DINBURCH COLLECTION. | 


ee. eee 
IN Obedience to your general Order, directing all Collectors to call on the 


Licenſed Diſtillers in their Collections, and to get from them, in Writing, the 


Points neceſſary to be inveſtigated, for the Information of your Honours and the 
Lords of the Treaſury, in order to decide the comparative Advantages and Diſad- 
vantages which the Diſtillers in the Highland and Lowland Diſtricts have or are 


ſubject to, in regard to their Trade, I waited on all the Diſtillers in Edinburgh 


and Precincts, who are or had been working under Licence this current Year, 
but none of them choſe to give me their Sentiments in Writing, except John 
Stein, Eſquire, who carries on the large Diſtilleries at Cannon Mills and Kilbegie, 
and which is here inclofed. %%%%ͤ»;ͤ;᷑ i Ji VVV 
Mleſſũeurs Adam and William Murray, who wrought under Licence to the 10th 
June laſt, but are now working for the Enghſh Market, told me they would give 
. candid Anſwers to any Queries I choſe to put to them, as they had no Secrets. 


I aſked them what Quantity of Grain a Still of a given Size would conſume in a 
Day or T weaty-four Hours? Their Anſwer was, they could only ſpeak from what 


they did themſelves, not knowing what other People, who might have different 
Modes of working, could do, but that with their Still, of 72 Gallons Content, 


they conſumed 12 Bolls of Malt each Day, or 72 Bolls in the Week, as they did 
not work on Sunday ; and that it was a Kind of general Idea amongſt Diſtillers, 


to reckon a Boll of Malt to be conſumed Weekly for each Gallon of the Still's 
Content, providing they did not work on Sundays, akhough they were told and 
believed fome Diſtillers oonſumed much larger Quantities. nts 

I then aſked them what Quantity of Spirits a Boll of good Malt would produce? 
They ſaid Ten or Eleven Gallons, of about 1 in 8 or 1 an 9 under. Hydrometer 


Proof, ſometimes they had 12 Gallons from the Boll, but on an Average from Ten 


to Twelve; they, however, ſaid other Diſtillers who uſed Raw Grain might get a 


larger Quantity, but they diſtilled from nothing but Malt, and they got a higher | 


Price for their Spirits on that Account. 


1 aſked what the Expence might be of working a Still of 72 Gallons Content? 


This they reckoned as follows :—Scrvants* Wages 105. 64. a Day. Fire C. 1. 15. 


Houſe Rent, Tear and Wear, &c. about Five or Six Shillings a Day, making in all 


about C. 1. 16s. 64. per Diem. | 

On waiting on Mr. George Home, Diſtiller, who I have Reaſon to think is a 
candid honeſt Man, and putting che ſame Queſtions to him, he faid he could not 
ſay what other People who uſed Raw Grain might do, or who perhaps uſed other 
Ingredients, but he would tcll me fairly what he did himſelf; that he uſed nothing 
but Malt, and that with a Still of 24 Gallons Content, including the Head, which 


is the only one he is now working, he conſumed Thirty Bulls Malt a Week, 


but that from this Malt he did not produce above 240 Gallons Spirits; as he fouid 


2 Ready Money Market, and a good Price for his Barm, he made more of that 
Article, conſequently a leſs Quantity of Spirits than others; and he confirmed what 


Meſſieurs Murrays ſaid about reckoning a Boll of Malt Weekly for each Gallon of 
the Still's Content, and Ten or Eleven Gallons of Spirits to be produced from each 
Boll, if they did not brew their Waſh as he did for producing a large Quantity of 


Barm. As to the Expence of working this Still of 24 Gallons, he ſaid he could 
ive me an accurate Account, as the Expences of malting and diſtilling were 
5 ſeparate, but he thought his Expence ſor Fire was rather more than 
| | 5 _ - MeMevrs 


not 
not 
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Meſſieurs Murrays had ſtated, as a Still of 24 Gallons Content would, in his 
Opinion, conſume more Fuel in propor.ion than one of 72 Gallons. 

I next called on Mr. Kemp, at Leith, who gave up diſtilling at the 10th June 
laſt, He ſaid he had been lately over a good Part of the North Country, and made it 
his Buſineſs to learn what was practiſed by the Diſtillers in the Highland Diſtrict. 
I therefore aſked him, What Quantity of Malt a 40 Gallon Still cculd confume ? 
He ſaid, 50 Bolls a Week, and which they did, meaning thoſe in the Highland 
Diftrict, but which is now the Middle, and that they produced from Ten to Twelve 
Gallons of Spirits from each Boll of Malt, and the Expence of working a Still of 
40 Gallons Content, might be from Three to Four Pounds a Week. And he 
added, that every Drop of Spirits that had been made at his Diſtillery, coſt him 
LFJ%%„ dl ode es donor Þ mars. 09 ingot ot Trpehst.. 

The above is what Information I could ; procure on this Subject. I called ſe- 
veral Times for the Meſſieurs Haigs, at Lochrin, but could never meet with them, 
they have left off diſtilling at the 10th Inſtant, and if 1 can learn any Thing from 
them that appears to be of any Conſequence, I ſhall not fail to lay the ſame before 
the Board; in the mean Time I thought it my Duty to ſtate to your Honours an 
Account of what I have. already procured, Mr. Stein's Statement I only re- 
ceived Yclterday, ty d ⁰ ns [ys 


35„% TAL cats Dor 
%% (( 
p 1 Edingburgh, os dig wh) foe Your. moſt obedient humble Servant, 


* 1. 9 5 1 tf 
= 4 7 


Cannon Mills, 19th Auguſt 1797. 


# 


I RETURN you my. Thanks for the Peruſal of the Board's Letter to you of 
the 4th. Current, deſiring you to call on the Licenſed Diſtillers in your Collection, 
to ſtare to you in Writing, for the Information of the Commiſſioners and the 
Lords of the Treaſury, the Points neceſſary to be. inveſtigated, in order to 
decide the comparative Advantages and Diſadvantages, which the Diſtillers in 
the Highland or Lowland . Diſtricts have or are ſubject to, in regard to their 
S190. MEL UT as” tl 
Agtecably 


to your Deſire, 1 ſhall ſtate what occurs to me on the Points con : 
tained in that Letter... de 3 1 


. „%% btn 7 r x. JF JJ... 7 dT NES IS 
That the Highland Exemption, as it is called, bas been groſsly abufed, is a Pro. 
poſition of which I conceive no Inveſtigation or Proof to be neceſſary.— The Fact 


1s notorious, — It is proved undeniably, by the Licenſed Stills in the Highlands 


being of much greater Extent than in the Lowlands, while the Inhabitants in the 
former Diſtrict are inbnitely leſs numerous than in the latter. It is proved alſo by 
the Scizure and Condemnation of Highland Spirits brought contrary to Law 
into the Lowland Market,—It is proved by the Daily Uſe, and Conſumption: of 
Highland Spirits, in moſt of the private Families in Edinburgh, which any good 
Judge can caſily identify, —Ir is proved in ſhort to the Conviction of the Officers 
of the Revenue, and of every Dealer in Spirits. It cannot therefore be unknown, 

more or Icſs, to the Board itſelf, although they may have found it impoſſible, 
from the great Temptation to. ſmuggle held out to the Highland Ualtiller, co 
check, far leſs entirely to prevent, a Traffic ſo injurious to the Revenue, to the 


fair Trader, and to the Country, If however the Board ſhould wiſh this:Poing $9 
3 | 1 „ © — 
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be eſtabliſhed by parole Evidence, it may be eaſily and moſt completely W 

liſhed, provided they agree to paſs from the Penalties incurred by Perſons who 
E ſent or received the Highland Spirits contrary to Law, in the View of their 
being adduced as Witneſſes, —Without this, although the Fact be evident to the 


Conviction of every unprejudiced Man, yet legal Proof would be rendered diffi- 


cult, But what I fear will be the ſtrongeſt Proof of any is the great Deficiency 
in the Revenue, which this Year, inſtead of C. $00,000, will not, I ſhould think, 
yield Z. 200,000. Many, or nearly all the Lund Diſtillers have abandoned 
the Trade, ſeveral Months before the Expiration of their Licences, with large 


Stocks of Spirits on Hand, for which, owing to the Interference of Highland Spi- 


rits, they have been unable to find Sales, and the Revenue of next Year, without 
a Change of Regulations, will be much leſs than the preſent, periiaps not fe tame > 
at any Rate not /. 150,000, _ 

For myſelf I beg leave to ſay, that I wiſh not to deprive the Hiahlanders of. 
as much Spirit as they can conſume, even without the Payment of any Duty at 
all, thould it be the Wiſh of the Legiſlature to confer on them ſuch an Indulgence, 
provided they ſend it not into the Lowland Market, or that Meaſures could be 
taken to reſtrain the Sale and Conſumption of ſuch Spirit within the Highland 
Boundary. But the Thing is impoſſible. Every Diſtiller, every Spirit Dealer, many 
of the Revenue Officers, will tell you ſo; nay ] am ſure it conſiſts with your own 
Knowledge; the Reſult of much Obſervation and long Experience, and upon that 
alone-I would be willing to reſt the Queſtion.— The Opinion of the Board too 
muſt be deciſive upon the Point. — They have ſeen the ruinous Effects upon the 
Revenue of yarious Exemptions.—They have reported upon theſe to the Lords 
of the Treaſury, and the rg themſelves have | in conſequence of theſe Re- 
ports been aboliſhed, —= 

The preſent Exemption 1 is peculiarly Gracia to Fraud. It enables the Dit. 
tillers in the Highland Diſtrict to manufacture and keep on hand large Quantities 
of Spirits, and Materials of all Kinds, without Hindrance or Moleſtation. Though 


it were evident that theſe Spirits could not be conſumed in the Highlands, but 


intended ſolely for the Lowland Market, no Seizure of them could be made, they 
are under abſolute Protection while in Poſſeſſion of the Maker, who takes a fit 
portunity of running them down unobſerved upon the Low Country. On the 
Þ 0 Hand, a Perſon in the Highlands working fraudulently, and altogether with- 
_ out Licence, cannot do One Twentieth Part of the ſame Injury. He can have no 
Protection to his Stills, his Implements, his Materials, his Manufacture, every 
Thing he does muſt be ſmuggled, and in caſe of Detection, every Thing on Hand 
or about him is ſeized and confiſcated; in ſhort, if the Laws be executed, he is 
ruined, It is quite otherwiſe with the Highland licenſed Diſtiller j the greateſt 
Misfortune which can befal him, is perhaps the Seizure of a Caſk of 8 wy re- 
moving from the Northern to the Southern Diſtrict.— This he can well afford, 
and does not feel; Detections happen at any Rate but ſeldom, for it has of late 
become the Cuſtom to protect the unlawful R-moval of their Goods by nume- , 
rous Guards of Men in Arms, and if One Cargo out of Six eſcapes, they are- after | 
all upon a Footing in point of Duty with the Lowland Diſtillers. 
Wich reſpect to the Quantities of Spirits which may be diſtilled from Stills 4 
given Dimenſions, and the Coſt, Quality, and oonfequone. Value of the Spins; I 
conceive a general Anſwer may ſuffice. 
Excepting in the Two Diſtilleries of Cannon Mills and Kilbegie, which are my 


own, 1 have ſcarcely been within any other in Scotland, and I cannot therefore 
ſay in what preciſe Manner other Diftillers conduct their Operations, or what 


| Quantity-of Spirits they produce from Stills of given Dimenſions, nor does it ſeem 
raaterial that e bod ee reg Two ae eee in 


theſe 
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theſe Particulars; and I never met with one of them, who would candidly and 
fairly enter with me upon his Mode of working, each having ſome Parts of it 
which he choſe to conceal. This Matter muſt therefore be decided upon known 
general Principles, for if you deſcend into Particulars ſo various and intricate in 
themſelves, it will tend rather to miſlead than aſſiſt the Board in forming a juſt 
Opinion upon the Subject. But if more eſpecially Reference is to be had to the 
Ca, Quality, and conſequent Value of the Spirits, and Compariſons on each of theſe 
are to be made between One Diſtiller or Set of Diſtillers and another, the Object 
of the Treaſury will be rendered totally impracticable, and the farther you in- 
veſtigate, the more difficult and unceriain will be the Reſult. To mention but One 
or Two Circumſtances: As the Waſh is ſtrong or weak, ſo will the Operation of 
running off a Still be retarded or accelerated. If, for Example, I take from One 

Quarter of Corn 2co Gallons of Waſh, fermenting it properly, 1 can produce 
conſiderably more Spirit from that Quantity of Corn, than if I had brewed from it 
only 100 Gallons of Waſh. I can run off my Still charged with this Waſh, in 
ſhorter Time than if filled with ſtrong Waſh, while leſs Work will in Fa& be 
performed, becauſe the Materials are weaker, and there is an additional Loſs of 
Time in more frequently charging the Still, bringing it to boil, and running off 


tze ſpent Waſh ;—1o that the Advantage of one Diſtiller over another,, turns not 


by any Means upon the ſhorter Time in which he runs off his Still, —In reſpe& 
of running quick, not a little indeed depends on the Manner of filling the Still, 
whether Two Thirds, Three Fourths, or Four Fifths full, which again is regu- 
lated by the Strength and Ripeneſs of the Waſh. —The Skill of the Diſtillers too is 
various; one Man is able to produce from a given Weight of Corn, a greater Quan- 


| tity of Spirit than another, I have known this Difference rated at 10, 15, and 


even 25 per Cent, —The Intereſt of the Diſtillers depends conſiderably upon a 
large Supply of Water for condenſing the Steam; upon the Uſe of more or leſs 
Yeſt ; the Spirits being more or leſs rectified all or each of theſe Cauſes at the 
ſame Time materially affecting the Cet. The Value of the Spirits is what the 
Diſtiller can ſell them for in the Market, and this too depends on a Variety of 
Cauſes, ſuch as the State of Highland Smugyling at the Time, whether the Market 
be bare of Spirits or glutted, whether the Sales be for ready Money (in which caſe 
large Diſcounts are given) or for long Credits, &c. % noo 
In“ Materials, Labour, Incidental Expences,” the Highland Diſtillers are not 
upon a worſe, but in my Opinion upon a better Footing than the Lowland Diſ- 
tillers.— Ip Fuel there may be ſome, but very little Difference; at my Difſtil- 
lery here 1 Cwt. of Scotch Coal ſtands me 7 d. of Newcaſtle Coal 10 d. the Qua- 
lity of the latter being ſuperior to the former. In moſt Parts of the Highland Diſ- 
trict they can have their Coal laid down to them for 14. or 2 d. per Cwt. more, 
and in ſome Places they are ſupplied on Terms lower than I am.—But allowing 
that the Expence of Fuel in the Highland Diſtrict were higher than in ſome Parts 
of the Lowland, this is amply compenſated by the Cheapneſs of all Kinds of La- 
bour— the Cheapneſs of Living, the low Rent of the Lands, and the conſequent 
Advantage ariſing to the Diſtiller from his Manure, &c. 9 
But the principal Matter urged by the Highlanders is, that they are reſtricted 
to Stills of 40 Gallons, and as the Uſe of Stills of 52 Gallons or upwards is per- 
mittecl in the Lowlands, they cannot, in proportion to the reſpective Sizes of the 
Stall, work to the ſame Advantage as the Lowland Diſtillers. This is an Aſſer- 
tion without any Foundation or Truth, made wich no other View than to endea- 
vour, if poſſible, to furniſh a Reaſen for continuing the Exemption ; for the 
Fact is, that ſmall Stills, as an he now wrought, are of great Advantage, 
and few large ones will hereafter be uſed. On this Point, if you do not chuſe to 
take my Word for it, you are welcome to the Evidence of my principal Work- 
men; and 1 have no Doubt that the Diſtillers in London, if they are _— 
# | 2992 w 


will give an Opinion to the ſame Effect. It is a jeſt to talk of making an 
Allowance in the Rate of Duty in favour of ſmaller Stills ; but if the Exemption 
ſhall be done away, Stills of one Size will be uſed both in Highlands and Lowlands, 
and the ſame Duty will be paid on both. e % 
The Inferiority of Grain in the Highlands, is another chief Ground upon which 
the Landholders there claim an Indulgence in the Rate of Duty; there never was 
a Claim worſe founded. | | VF „„ 
If all the Duty were laid upon the Grain, as in the Caſe of Malt, then, in 
proportion as it was good or bad, the Manufacturer would have the better or 
worſe Bargain in point of Duty; but this is not the Caſe; neither is it laid upon 
the Waſh ; if fo, it would be for the Intereſt of the Diſtiller to make his Waſh as 
ſtrong as poſſible, in order that for a given Duty he might produce the greateſt 
Quantity of Spirit. It is laid upon the Contents or Capacity of the Still, and is 
in no Degree affected by the inferior Quality of Grain. It is for the Intereſt of 
the Diſtiller, as I have ſhewn; to make his Waſh weak in a certain Degree; and 
the Grain of the Highlands will yield Waſh fufficiently ſtrong for every Purpoſe 
of the Diſtiller. It is well known that the Diſtillers in London produce 20 
| Gallons of Spirits, 1 to 10 over Hydrometer Proof, from 100 Gallons of Waſh ; 
this is the Statutary Proportion; they could not work from ſtronger Waſh to any 
Advantage; and very frequently, when the Corn is weak, and the Waſh brewed 
from it not ſufficiently ſtrong, they enrich it with a Mixture of fine Wheat Flour, 
The Diſtiller in Scotland is relieved from the Neceſſity of working from ſtrong 
_ Waſh; it is for his Intereſt that it ſhould be ſo; he thereby produces more Spirit 
from the Corn. Tf the Corn is inferior, he buys it cheaper; even from inferior 
Corn the Waſh, as already mentioned, may be. made ſtrong enough for every 
neceſſary Purpoſe, and the Diſtiller can work from it to equal Advantage, My 
Practice is to weigh the Corn into my Maſh Tun every Morning, without Regard 
to its Quality or Price; according to the Weight I pour on my Liquor; it matters 
not to me whether the Barley coſts 165. per Boll or 205. if the Price is higher, 1 
have Quality and Weight in proportion.—It is well known that all the inferior 
Barley in the Kingdom is uſed only by the Diſtillers. On this Point you are 
welcome to the Evidence of my principal Brewer. Beſides, although it were 
true that inferior Corn could not be diſtilled with equal Advantage in proportion 
to the fine, the Concluſion endeavoured to be drawn by the Highland Gentlemen 
from this Argument is altogether erroneous, for it conſiſts with the Knowledge of 
the Board of Exciſe, that many Parts of the Highland Diſtrict produce as good 
or better Barley than the Lowlands, and that there is not even on this Footing the 
ſlighteſt Pretext for an Exemption from Duty. The Norfolk and Suffolk Barley 
of laſt Crop was all very inferior Corn, I think the worſt in the Kingdom, and 
fit only to bs diſtilled, yet have I uſed at my Two Diſtilleries (as F can ſhew you) 
above 10,000 Bolls of this Barley, In ſhort, even if it could be ſhewn that a. 
Highlander pays for inferior Barley a Price as high as a Lowland Diſtiller gives 
for the fineſt, there ought not to be the Shadow of Diſtinction; the Difference 
would only go to enrich certain individual Landholders ; and it may be aſked, 
what entitles them to an Advantage of ſuch Magnitude at the Expence of the 
Revenue, and all the reſt of the Country beſides ? Shall they derive from Govern- 
ment a Compenſation for what Nature has not beſtowed ? Shall Government render 
the bleak Climate and barren Soil of the Highlands of Scotland equally beneficial 
to the Proprietors, according to the Extent, as thoſe: of Kent or Eſſex, and this 
too at the Expence of third Parties? But allowing it were poſſible that a High- 
land Proprietor could for a Time ſqueeze out of his Diſtillers as good a Price for 
his inferior Corn as a Lowland Diſtiller pays for his fine, he could not do fo long, 
becauſe if better Corn were to grow in any other Part of the Kingdom it would 
a 3 5 | find 
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find its Way into the Highlands, and it being of courſe a better Bargain to the 


Diſtiller chan inferior Corn for the ſame Money, ſtill Matters would recur to their 


natural Footing, and inferior Corn would fetch a Price only according to its 
Weight and Quality, thereby excluding all Pretenſions to an Abatement in Duty 
on Account of ſuch Inferiority. 5 EE 
"Upon the Whole, and as much other Matter will occur to yourſelf upon which 
I need not enter, I ſubmit with ſome Confidence that there is, | 
1, No Expediency in making any Diſtinction. 
 2dly. That although it were expedient, it is not practicable, conſiſtent with 
the Safety of the Revenue, and the Intereſt of the Trade at large. 
3dly. And more particularly, that there is no Foundation in Truth for any 
Allowance of Duty on Account of the Size of Stills, or on Account of the Dif- 
ference in the Quality of the Grain. 


I remain reſpectfully, 
Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, | | 
(Signed) John Slein. 


Lochrin, 23d Auguſt, 1797. 
As you wiſh for our Opinion reſpecting the Advantages and Diſadvantages 
attending the Diſtillation of Spirits throughout Scotland, we have to ſtate, that 
were we to deſcend into all the local Advantages and Diſadvantages attending that 
. Buſineſs 1 ca Scotland, would be to attempt what in all Probability would 
be impoſſible for us, if not for any other Perſon ; but, in general, we have to ob- 
ſerve, that the Wages we pay to our Servants are more than is paid in the High- 
lands, being nearly double — Fuel is as high with us as in many Parts of the 
Highlands ; but in ſome Parts it is higher. In many Places of the Highlands 
very good Barley is produced ; in general, the Bear and Barley of the Highlands 
is thin of the Huſk, and what is generally termed good ſharp Grain, As to the 
Size of Stills, the ſmaller the Still the ſooner it 10 brought to boil, and to run 
off the Spirits; the larger the Still, the longer Time it takes to boil, and the 
longer would it be before the Spirits are run off, hence the Advantage in favour 
of ſmall ſized Stills over larger ones; this we preſume muſt be clear to every 
Perſon who thinks upon the Subject. If the Duties are to be impoſed in propor- 
tion to the local Advantages or Diſadvantages attending the different Situations in 
the Country, we conſider it to be an Attempt that would be found impracticable, 
to ſay what the Duties ſhould be in every different Situation — for Example, as we 
are ſituated at a little Diſtance from the Port of Leith, we would require, upon the 
fame Principle, an Abatement of the Duties on Account of our extra Carriage, 
There are many other Diſadvantages which we might mention; and we believe there 
are few or no Diſtillers, that have not both local Advantages and Diſadvantages, 
and therefore the Impracticability of impoſing Duties correſponding to what may 
be deemed local Advantages or Diſadvantages. Further we have to remark, that 
the ſmall Extent of Fairntoſh, where the Diſtillery formerly was confined to the 
Growth of Grain on that ſmall Eſtate, and to which they were obliged to make 
Oath, yet, notwithſtanding of which, they ſupplied a great Part of the Market 
of Scotland, and Government at laſt bought up that Privilege. Any n 
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that may be continued or given, however much circumſcribed, will, in our Opinion, 
operate in the ame Way. ; 

Upon the Whole, our Opinion i is, that there coughs to be no Distinction through 
out Scotland in the Duties impoſed on Spirits; and that if the preſent Diſtinction 


be continued, it muſt ultimately give to thoſe favoured Diſtricts, almoſt the Whole 


of that Trade, . His Majeſty of the RON oy e the Lowland 
Diſtillery. 


We are, 
Sir, | 
Tour moſt obedient Servants, - 


I nd det N obn Hai 
John Maitland, Eſq. Gayfield Place. 4 . 


Royal Exchange Coffre-Houſe, Edinburgh, gth Auguſt, 1797- 


ATA Meeting of the Lowland entered DISTI LLERS, ps by circular 
Lions, ; | | 
 PansenT, 


John Stein, Eſq. M. P. 
Mr. James Haig, Lochrin. 
Mr. Dun. Montgomerie, Inverkeithing, 
Mr. Bald, Tullyallan. 
Mr. Miller, Craigend. 
Mr. Glen, Mains. 5 
Mr. Dawſon, * 6 ICE | 
Mr. Aikman, Houſe of Muir. 
Mr. Caſſils, at Kepp. 
Mr. Stein, Hattonburn. 
Mr. Aitchiſon, St. Clement's Wells. 
Mr. Philp, of Dolls. | 
Mr. 19 Linton Bridge. 
Mr. M“. Brown, Paiſley, 
Mx. James Harvey, D“ 
Mr. James M' Farlane, D' 
Mr. John Haig, Lochrin. b 
Mr. Thomas Smith, for Meſſrs. Rob Stein & co. 5 
„ Brown, for the king Diſtillers : 
Mr. Peter Wright. | 
Meſſrs. R. Menzies & Co. 
Mr. John Harvie, and 
Meſirs, D. M* Farlane & C0. 
Mr. Glen, for 
Mr. Walker, Kerſiebank. 
MI. Balenie, for Balenie & Kemp, Leith. 


Mr. Dawſon elected Preſes, 


e was lid bre the Manting u Copy of the 1 


the Tenor to the Honourable Commiſſioners of Exciſe in Scotland, of which 
che Tenor lo. — 25th dr LL Gentlemen It appearing to 
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t the Lords Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury to be neceſſary that Infor- 
e mation ſhould be obtained, with as much Accuracy and as little Delay as poſſible, 
ec with regard to the Advantages and Diſadvantages attending the Modes of Diſ- 
( tillation in the different Parts of Scotland, ſo as to enable as correct a Judg- 
ment being formed as Circumſtances will admit, reſpecting the Rate of Duty, 
* which ſnould be ſubmitted to the Conſideration of Parliament at its next Meet- 
« ing, as proper to be impoſed in the Highlands of Scotland, or in any Diftri& 
c between theſe and the Lowlands, ſo as the ſame ſhall be as fair and juſt a Pro- 
ce portion as can be ſettled to the Duty now exiſting on the Contents of the Stills 


e in the Lowlands, I am commanded by their Lordſhips to direct you to call on 


« the Diſtillers in the different Parts of the Country, who ſhall appear to you to 
& be moſt intereſted in the Queſtion, to ſtate the Points they ſhall think neceſſary 


4 to be inveſtigated, in order to decide the comparative Advantages and Diſad- 


&« yantages which the ſeveral Parties are ſubject to; particularly the Quantity 
& which may be diſtilled from Stills of given Dimenſions, and the Whole of the 
« Coſts and Charges attending the ſame ; whether for Materials, Fuel, Labour, or 
« incidental Charges, having in View, at the ſame Time, the Quality of the Grain, 


and the Quality and conſequent Value of the Spirits produced; and when you 


&« ſhall have obtained ſuch Statements, it is their Lordſhips' Deſire, that you ſhould 


“ forthwith tranſmit the ſame to this Board, in order thet they may direct the ne- 


tc ceſſary Inveſtigations to be entered on without Delay by Perſons not intereſted in 
* the Buſineſs, I am, &c. (Signed) Gong Rosg.” _ 


The Meeting having 9 at Length on the Subject of this Letter, and of 


the Nature of the Enquiry therein ordered, are unanimouſly of Opinion, That any 


Exemption from Duty in favour of the Highlands, and particularly as the ſame is 


no regulated by Means of Two Diſtricts at different Rates of Duty, inſtead of 


One Diſtrict as formerly, muſt prove ruinous to the Lowland Diftillery ; and the 
Meeting declare, that unleſs the ſame is altered, and the whole Trade in Scotland 


put upon an equal Footing, they cannot take out new Licences on the 10th of Oc- 
tober next. „ 13 


The Meeting hereby appoint Meſſrs. James Haig, Adam Dawſon, Thomas 


Smith, and as many of the Diſtillers as chuſe to attend with Mr. William Walker, 


as a Committee to wait upon the Honourable Board of Excife, and to inform them 
of this Reſolution ; and likewiſe to make known to the Board the following Facts, 
which the Trade are ready to eſtabliſh by Evidences 
Mr. Caſſils informed the Meeting, that he reſides in the Pariſh of Kippen, and 
County of Perth, Twelve Miles Weſt from Stirling. About Four Years ago he 
had Three Stills of Forty Gallons each in the Northern Diſtrict, and all licenſed 


in his own Name, working in one Houſe. He was regularly ſurveyed by the Of- 
ficers of Exciſe, who granted Permits for the Removal of his Spirits. Believes that 
the chief Market for his Spirits then was to the South of the ILipe, the People 


Who dealt with him carrying the Spirits there at their own Rifk, there being very 


little Conſumption for Spirits within the Northern Boundary; but he did not con- 


ſider himſelf accountable for the Spirits after they went out of his Poſſeſſion. 


That the Barley from which he chiefly worked was, as he underſtoqd, the Growth 
of the Southern Diſtrict, the Farmers there bringing it in to the Northern Diſtrict, 


but that he has alſo bought Barley the Growth of the Northern 'Diſtrit, which 
was of as good a Quality as what came from the South. That in general the 


Barley to the North of the Line was the beſt; it being freſh and ſharp, and 
wrought pleaſantly. That he has now a Licence for working Two Stills, one of 
$3, and the other of 16 Gallons, in the Southern Diſtrict. That he could work 

A Stilbof 40 Gallons as faſt as he could do one of 57 Gallons, That he had Five, 
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Loads of Coals laid down at his Door in the Highland Diſtrict for J f. 6 d. equal 
to about Six Pence per 100 Weight, a Load weighing from 300 to 400 Weight, 
and that they could be laid down at the Port of Monteith on the fame Terms, and 
in his Opinion, at Callendar of Monteith at Nine Shillings the Five Loads. That 
the Coals come from Bannockburn ; and the Quality is as good or preferable, 
to any in Scotland. That it conſiſts with his Knowledge, that conſiderable Quan- 
tities of Malt are bought in the Lowlands by the Highland Diſtillers, and carried 
North to be diſtilled. That he feels great Inconvenience from this by the Compe- 
tition, as he has Occafion to buy the moſt of his Malt for his preſent Lowland En- 
try. That he complained to Collector Robertſon, at Stirling, of this Traffic, who 
had Wm. Strang, and Mä,äcfarlane, both in Aberfoil, brought before the 
| Juſtices of the Peace at Dumblane, and each of them were fined in the ſmall 
Sum of Ten Shillings, on the 3d Current. That the Highland Diſtillers ſupply all 
the Market round him for Ten Miles to the South of the preſent Line; for he can 
make no Sales there, and is obliged to ſend the moſt of his Spirits to Glaſgow, and 
ſome to Edinburgh. That Two of his Men one Night lately met Two Carts load- 
ed with Highland Spirits, being acquainted with the Drivers, and accompanied by 
Eight or Ten other Men armed with Piſtols, Bludgeons, &c. Four Miles South 
of the Line, proceeding on the Glaſgow Road, and that this is the common 
Method of conveying Highland Spirits into the Southern Diſtrict.— I hat One 40 
Gallon Still would make as much Spirits as would ſupply the preſent Middle 
Diſtrict from Dumblane to Lochlomond, being a Diſtauoe of nearly 30 Engliſh 
Miles. That a Highland Diſtiller can frequently ſell his Spirits in Glaſgow One 
Shilling per Gallon Figher than he can do, even if the Quality were no better than 


his, on Account of the Prejudice in favour of Highland Spirits, and particularly 


of an Article that is ſmuggled ; although at other Times he has been underſold by 
them, particularly in the Neighbourhood of the Line, where he has not been able 
to make any Sales at all.— That the Diſtillers at preſent licenſed in the Highlands 
carry on the Buſineſs, with reſpect to ſelling Spirits, much in the ſame Way that 
he was accuſtomed to do himſef. „ 
Mr. James Miller, Diſtiller at Craigend, Four Miles South of Stirling, con- 
deſcends and ſays, that he uſes in his Diſtillery conſiderable e of Barley, 
which grows to the North of the Line, and carries it upwards of 20 Miles. That 
he employs an Agent for buying this Barley at a Commiſſion of 2 4 per Cent. 
and that the Carriage coſts from Ten Pence to a Shilling per Boll.—That he finds 
it for his Intereſt to uſe this Barley in preference to what grows in his own Neigh- 
bourhood, bur at the ſame Time he is informed that many of the Highland Diſtil. 
lers, in other Parts of the Northern Diſtrict, uſe Grain from the Seth That 
One Still of 40 Gallons will ſupply the preſent Middle Diſtrict with Spirits from 
Dumblane to Lochlomond.—Thar it confifts with his Knowledge, that the High- 
land Diſtillers can work their Stills on Plans equally improved, and to as much 
Advantage as any Diſtiller in the Lowlands; and that for his own Part, he would 
prefer working in {mall Stills of 40 Gallons, if the Law allowed it, That he has 
| had no Experience of the or the Barley at Killin, but he is informed it is 
as as that of the Growth. of his Neighbourhood, © © 
Mr. Andrew Stein, Diſtiller at Hattonburn, by Kinroſs, is the Venere 
Pifſtillet in the South Diſtrict, and has carried on Buſineſs for many Years, That 
when the Duties in the Highlands and Lowlands bote a nearer Proportion to one 
another than at preſent, his chief Market ſor the Sale of his Spirits was in Perth, 
but ſince the Lowland Duties have been raiſed ſo high, he has been cut out of that 
Market, and his former Cuſtomers are ſupplied with Highland Spirits, That 
bis Spirits brought as good Prices in the Perth Market as the Higpland Spirit | 
| 0 | 5 ws 


041-4 


bn 


— > > es 9 GEO 


A * * . 
" . r OP RENO 
mY rr A an AC ts, 
r UAE rs. nin gy or nmr III IIC KN Ae} OG * "ey 
s 2 * Bri 


_—_ hs 
b - 11h ” - pc N n 5 2 7 232222 
5 5.74 5 MO PII EI IF top, net; Len qen * e * 
„ ä en * * Is £ * FE 
= Bhs q n 2 bee» canton; en ß * 4 l 1 
* — nr os 13 Wale og W7oah — » 
77 TTP — — W 5 
0 1 * wp 7 q * 6 * 
* * 
, 


„** 


474 SCOTCH P ISTILL E R Y.—Appendix, Ne 44. 
ſo long as he was able to make Sales; but ſince the high Lowland Duty com- 


menced, he has not been able to ſell his Spirits ſo cheap as the Highlander, and 
accordingly he gave up Buſineſs on the 40th of June laſt, with a large Stock of 
Spirits on Hand. That if Government would relieve the Witneſſes from Penal- 
ties, he undertakes to prove, that the Highland Spirits are ſold in Milnathort and 
Kinroſs, which is at his Door, at 4d. and 6 d. per Gallon below his Price; but 
without this the Witneſſes will not come forward. —That a 40 Gallon Still will 


do more work than one of 100 Gallons in proportion. In his Opinion, Two 
40 Gallon Stills will do as much Work as One of 1095 Gallons. That the Bar- 
ley at Dunkeld and Crieff is of a better Quality than that of Kinroſs, where he 


lives. | f 


Mr. Matthew Brown ſays he will ſtate, in a Meetin of Diſtillers robe held at Glaſ- 


go this Day Fourteen Days, different Facts to the ſame Tendency with the above, 


and capable of being proved, One Circumſtance he in the mean Time mentions, 
viz, That Thomas Fleeming, originally a Diſtiller in the Pariſh of Beith, but 
afterwards.having a licenſed Still in the Northern Diſtrict, is at preſent impriſoned 
in the Tolbooth of Dumbarton, for the Price of Grain purchaſed by him from 
Laurie and Pinkerton at Glaſgow, and uſed in his Diſtillery in the Highlands.— 
That Highland Spirits at preſent over-run Glaſgow, Greenock, Port Glaſgow, and 
Dumbarton. . „„ . 8 
Mr. James Harvey ſtates, that he has had Applications from the Highland Diſ- 
tillers for Malt, but which he did not ſell them.— He knows they are ſupplied 


With Malt from Greenock and Paiſley, and that their Spirits over-run the Lowland 


Diſtrict; that he gave up Buſineſs on the 1oth of June laſt, in conſequence of 


this, with a conſiderable Stock of Spirits on Hand, which he had not been able 


to ſell. | Ty 1 
Mr. Philp, Diſtiller at Dolls, mentioned, that if Government will paſs from the 
Penalties againſt the Witneſſes who have received Highland Spirits in the Southern 
Diſtricts, he will be able to bring forward ſatisfaftory Evidence of the Enormity 
of theſe Frauds, but that otherwiſe People will not ſpeak out; and many other 
Gentlemen preſent declared themſelves to the ſame Effect. B 
The Meeting further reſolve, That the Committee, or ſome Perſon on Behalf 
of the Diſtillers, be permitted to attend the Proof to be taken by the Collectors, 
&c. and that Application be made to the Honourable Board of Exciſe for this 
Purpoſe ; evan in the Highlands. VVT 
| Reſolved alſo, That to put an End to all Diſputes with reſpect to the Advan- 
tages alledged to be enjoyed by one Diſtrict over another, in reſpect to the Size of 
the Stills permitted to be uſed in each; this Meeting have no Objection that all 
Diſtiilers, whether in the Highlands or Lowlands, be allowed to uſe Stills of 40 
long rg or upwards, each and all of them paying the ſame Duty, whatever that 
| Reſolved, That as the Duty is not paid upon the Barley, nor even upon the Waſh 
produced from the Barley, but upon the Still, ſo if the Barley be inferior in 
Quality, it is lower in Price, and the Diſtiller therefore can afford to take an ad- 
ditional Quantity of it to produce Worts or Waſh of the ſame Strength that he 
does from the beſt Barley; thus to produce Materials from the inferior Grain as 
good as from the beſt, the Deficiency in Quantity being only in proportion to the 


Inſeriority of the Price, the Diſtiller can diſtil the one Kind to the ſame Advan- 


tage as the other; and as the Duty is paid upon the Still, he ſuff:rs nothing by 
uſing the inferior Grain, ſince the Duty bears no Reference to the Quality. 

T hat in moſt of the Diſtilleries in the Lowlands, the Stills are worked by High- 
land Labourers, many of whom have returned to their own Country, and commu- 
nicated the moſt improved Methods of working. To wr 59 


9 
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The Meeting authorize the Committee to repreſent to the Board the Propriety 
of appointing. One Officer, with a handſome Salary, to gauge all the Stills in Scot- 
land, having a Stoup of Five Gallons, and another of One Gallon, made of 
Bell Metal, without a Eller on the Top, and the Mouth to be Three Inches in 
Diameter. | 


Sim, 


IN Anſwer to your Favour of the Moth Inſtant, 1 be Leave to his you 
that David Caſſils, Diſtiller at Kepp, never made any regular Complaint to me ot 
the Highland Diſtillers having purchaſed Quantities of Malt from the South Line, 
although I heard in an indirect Manner, from an Officer in Town, that he alledged 
Peter Macewarton, William Strang, and Malcolm Macfarlane were concerned j in 
ſuch a Traffick, and having appointed a Court to be held at Dumblane on che 3d 
Auguſt laſt, I thought it adviſeable to try the Cauſe before the Juſtices upon the 
—— 33 Geo, III. Cap. 61. in order to put a Stop to ſuch illegal Proceedings in 
Time coming; with this View I ſent Notice to Mr. Caſſils, ny requeſted that he 
Hould attend to ſubſtantiate the Charge, which he neglected to do, and though 


there were ſome Evidences at the Court, I could not depend u ang them, being the 
em 


Domeſtics of the Delinquents, who I ſaw wiſhed to have e e and 
the Matter brought to Iſſue by a Proof, One of them offered to make Oath that he 


bought no Grain from the South Line ſince he got his Licence, and finding the 


Juſtices diſpoſed to fine them lightly, I propoſed to withdraw the Suit, and con- 


inue the Action againſt them till a fore Period; but they en ſubmitted | 


themſelves to the Court, the Juſtices, in Conſideration of their Ignorance of the 
Crime, the Uncertainty of the Line, which could not be properly aſcertained, apd 
being the Firſt Inſtance of the Kind ever heard of in that Ountry, ropoſed to 
nne Sn in Ten Shillings each; againſt which I remonſtrated 10 52 ſtrongeſt 
Manner, as being a had Precedent, and by no Means adequate to the Offence, 


and again propoſed to withdraw the Proceſs, upon which they were fined in 


Twenty Shillings each by Way of Puniſhment for the paſt, and Caution for the 


future, at the ſame Lime intimating to them, if ever they came before them 
again for the ſame Oſſenoe, 9 would fine them in the full Penalty of * 


Law. 


Therefore finding 1 could 505 no better of it was oblignd to ſubmit, This, is 
the real State of the whole Buſineſs, which Mr. Caſſils ſhewed very little een 


tion to ſupport. 
I am reſpe&tully, Sir, 

| Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) Aller. Robertſon. 
, G ET TR EE mo 
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N“ 2. HADDINGTON COLLECTION. 


HonouRABLr Sins, „ i | „ 
ON receiving your General Letter of the 4th Auguſt laſt, I ſent Copies of. the 


ſame to the Superviſors of this Collection, requeſting them to call on the 


licenſed Diſtillers in their Diſtricts (I myſelf being a Stranger to them) in order 


to obtain from them a State in Writing, for the Information of the Commiſſioners 
and Lords of the Treaſury, to the ſeveral comparative Advantages and Diſadvan- 


tages attending the Modes of Diſtillation in the different Parts of Scotland; and 
alſo as to the other Points contained in the ſaid General Letter. 4 


Ihe entered Diftillers decline giving any Opinion or Information in Writin | a 
or otherwiſe, on the Subject, to the Superviſors, and aſſign as their Reaſon for 55 
doing, that they have bound themſelves down to abide by any Reſolution that the 


Committee of Diſtillers, that met ſome Time ago in Edinburgh, may be diſpoſed 


to adopt: That the Committee is veſted with full Powers to communicate every 
Information to the Commiſſioners on the Subject, and conſequently that they are 


not at Liberty to ſtate any Opinion as Individuals. Mr. John Grant, officiating 


as Superviſor in Dunbar Diſtrift, who has the only Two working Diſtillers in 
this Collection under his Survey, has done every Thing he can to obtain the ne- 
ceſſary Information from them; that is from Meſſrs. Taylor and Walker, without 
being able to obtain any ſatisfactory Anſwers; he has, however, made ſome Ob- 


ſervations himſelf on that Buſineſs, but how far they may be of Service to throw 


Light on the Subject, is more than I can ſay with Preciſion ; but I have tranſmit- 

ted them for your Honours' Peruſal, along with this Letter. If I can learn any 

Thing after this, that I think can in the ſmalleſt Degree be uſeful in this Buſi- 
_ © neſs, I ſhall not omit to communicate the ſame to your Honours. „ 


I am, 1 
HFonourable Sirs, | 

Your moſt obedient, and 
very humble Servant, | | 
(Signed William Cack. 


Edinburgh, 31ſt Auguſt, = 555 


1797. „„ 8 


0 BSERVATI ONS on the LOWLAND and HIGHLAND 


DISTILLERIES. 


IN the Inveſtigation of the comparative Advantages and Diſadvantages that 


the Lowland and Highland Diſtillers are ſubje& to, conſiderable Weight muſt 


be attached to the local Situation of the latter, and the Obſervations here ſuggeſted 
refer chiefly to them, as the General Letter of 4th Auguſt ſeems to have for its 
Object the additional Licence Duty neceſſary to put both on an equal Footing. 

f the Highland Diſtillers were to be allowed full Liberty to diſtil as much 


Stain as they could overtake, and were to adopt the Method of the Lowland 


Diſtillers in the Conſtruction of their Stills, inſtead of conſuming 250 Bolls of 


Grain for a Still of 40 Gallons, and its conſequent Produce of 1,660 1 of 


* 


SCOTCH DISTILLERY.—Appendix, N* 4. 497. 


Proof Spirits, 28 e of Grain conſumed and Spirits diſtilled might amount 
to 336 50 Bolls, producing 36,500 Gallons of Spirits, as will be beſt explained by 
the ſubjoined Table. „ 0 


At firſt Sight this Calculation may appear greatly exaggerated, but it is now | 


pretty well aſcertamed, that the Lowland Diſtillers have for theſe ſeveral Years 
by paſt produced ſuperior Quantities, in proportion to the reſpective Contents of 
their Stills, and in this Table conſiderable Allowance is made for the inferior 
Quality of Grain in the Highlands. In ſome Diſtricts, however, ſuch as Kin- 
cardine, Aberdeen, Banff, and Moray, Grain is produced very little inferior in 
Quality to that commonly uſed by the Lowland Diſtiller, and a Boll of Barley 
in theſe Places may be about 1-12th Part inferior, but the Reduction in Price 
in ſome Meaſure compenſates for the Loſs ſuſtained by the Quality, 
Although at preſent the Highland Diſtillers have the Advantage in point of 
Price for their Spirits, by adopting the Mode purſued by the Lowland Diſtillers, 
the Sale, and conſequently the Value, would decreaſe in a great Degree, for which 
one ſtrong Reaſon is the natural Prejudices attached to the Lowland Spirits by the 
People in the North, which are ſo deeply rooted that a long Time will elapſe be- 
fore they are overcome. 8 0 •ö/ ons 1 
The Price of Labour may be a little in favour of the Highland Diſtiller, as 
Wages, &c. are not ſo high as in the Lowlands ; but this Advantage is greatly 


overbalanced by the extra Freight of Coals confumed by him, and this can only 
be aſcertained from Information at the different Ports where they are imported. 


Tt may be proper here to ſtate a Report, without vouching for its Authenticity, 
viz. that an Allowance is made at the Coal Ports for Coals ſent to the Northward, 


which is conſidered as nearly equivalent to the additional Freight. Upon the 


Whole, the incidental Charges appear to be nearly on an equal Footing in the 
Highlands and Lowlands. | EE „„ 


It is neceſſary here to obſerve, that the preceding Obſervations are confined 


entirely to ſuch Places in the Highlands as have the Benefit of Sea Ports within a 


moderate Diſtance from their reſpective Situations, and there the comparative 
Advantages and Diſadvantages between the Southern and Northern Lines of 


Demarcation appear to be ſo trifling, that nearly the ſame Licence Duty may be 
impoſed on both, with full Liberty for the Highland Diſtiller to erect a Still or 
Stills of any Capacity whatever, and to ſend his Spirits to whatever Place in Scot- 
Jand he chuſes, as is at preſent enjoyed by the Lowland Diſtiller, but under the 
ſpecial Proviſion that he pay the Whole of the Malt Duty. . 
The interior Parts of the Highlands, by which is meant thoſe that are not ac- 
ceſſible to Sea Ports, labour under many Diſadvantages. The Operation of 
diſtilling is greatly retarded by the Uſe of Peats or Wood, to the Ule of which 


0 they are ſubjected from their local Situation; and it is impoſſible te ſtate with 


any Degree of Accuracy the Quantum of Spirits that can be produced by that 
tedious Proceſs. The Grain is alſo. greatly deficient in Quality, and the conſe- 


quent Produce of Spirits will bear no Proportion to the Statement in the ſub- 
joined Table. The Difficulty of bringing Spirits to Market, in the Places to 
which this Line ought to be confined, from the Thinneſs of Population, makes 


the Conſumption bear a very trifling Proportion to the Extent of Country ; and 
this Evil is greatly augmented by the prevalent Practice of private Diſtillation, — 
For theſe Reaſons, and ſeveral others that might be adduced, the Diſtiller in the 
interior Parts of the Country ought to be exempted from a great Proportion of the 
Licence Duty, at the ſame Time the full Malt Duty ſhould be charged, as it will 


have conſiderable Effect in ſtimulating his Exertions in the Production of a larger 


Quantity of Spirits than if he was confined to the Conſumption of a ſpecific 
Quantity of Malt, as has been the Cafe hitherto in the Highland Diſtillery 
Branch, | a 
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It will A the ſame Time be extremely neceſſary that the Line of Demarcation 
between the interior Highland Diſtiller and his Neighbour, on the higher Duty, be 
accurately defined, and that a confiderable Extent of neutral Ground be appro- 

iated for that Purpoſe, i in order to prevent the Abuſes that have been committed 

itherto 19 the 5 Lines being ſituated ſo near to each other. 


TABLE for explaining the Quantity of GRAN that may be uſed, and 
Sjriairs produced, from a Still of 40 Gallons Content, for One Year, 
agreeable to the Method uſed wed the Lowland Diſtillers. e 


a 3 by ef 8 1 * 1 1 
8 8 


5 15 7 „5 Nowber of Time Time mon for [TE ans foe 
"TT Quantity {| the Still can ing, being iſtilling Waſh, 
Content of the of Waſh that ean | wrought in One | 1-4th Part of the Still to be wrought 


ET © charged. Day and Night. Time. 1 every Hour. 


C00 ͤ 0c 
11 | : . ; 
40 Gallons. 30 Gallons, | 48 Times. 6 Hours. | 18 Hours. 


a Fort 


— ad 


, Ovantey | | Produce ee 
of Malt di Quantity in Proof Spirits, Quantity | Produce 
every Day, each [of Wa aced | allowing 10 Gall® | of Grain conſumed| in Proof Spirits 
15 Gay Wo | every Day. for every Boll every Year, every Year, 
, of Malt, oreve > ad. rede OY ergo | 
100 Gall W 5 
10 Bolls, | 1,000Gall, | 100 Gall'. | 3,650 Bolls. | 36,500 Gall 


— * 5 8 * — . — 


The Lowland Diſtillers produce from given Quantities confiderably more'than - 
the above Proportions, a Boll of Grain producing between 11 and 12 
Gallons of Proof Spirits, —Ir is admitted, that whatever the Capacity of 
the Still may be, the ſame Quantities will be produced in like Proportions, 
and although their Stills are in general larger, they can be * off in 
eee | | 
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N 3—LINLITHGOW COLLECTION. fit.! 


Bonnytoun, 28th Auguſt 1797. 


1. ADAM DAWSON do hereby declare, That I am firmly convinced, all partial 
Exemptions prove ruinous to the Scotch Diſtillery, defeat the Revenue, and in 
Time muſt exempt from the Trade Men of Property, who alone are able to carry 
on ſo weighty a Branch. To remove Objections, and to place the Inhabitants of 
the. Lowlands, which amount to Fifteen Hundred Thouſand People, on a F ooting 
with the Three Hundred Thouſand People in the Highland Diſtricts, I am clearly 
of Opinion, that the whole Diſtillers in Scotland ſhould be allowed to enter Waſh 
Stills of 40 Gallons Content, and One Fourth Part for the Low Wine Still; the 
Perſons ſo licenſed being allowed to proportion the Contents of their reſpective 
Stills in ſuch Manner as they ſhall think proper, provided that the en of 
both amount to the above-mentioned Quantity. 


It muſt be ſo obvious to the Board of Exciſe, who are in Poſſeſſion of t FA 
different Entries. and to every Perſon concerned with the Scotch Diſtillery, that 
the Lowland Market is much injured by the large Quantities of Spirits brought 
into that Diſtrict from the Highlands: I conſider further Obſervations unneceſ- 
ſary ; U therefore refer the Board to the large Entries made upon the Borders of 


the Line. 


So much has been faid with cher to the Grain in the Highlands, I conſider 
it only neceſſary to add, that 1 myſelf for Years 2 have been in Practice 
to purchaſe large Quantities of Barley in the Counties of Perth and Forfar, Part 
of which was brought by Land Carriage about 20 Miles, ſhipped for the Port 
of Bo'neſs, ſent to my Diſtillery in the County of Linlithgow, and there made 
into Spirits. Will any Land Proprietor in the Highland Diſtricts come forward 
and ſay, that the ſame Expence will not carry the ſame Barley into the moſt 
interior Parts of the Highlands, and it is evident in thoſe Counties the High- 
landers have it in their Power to purchaſe. 


I am convinced that no Land Proprietor will come forward and ſay, that 
Highlanders are not ingenious in the Art of diſtilling ; if this is admitted, I ſhall 
aſk thoſe Gentlemen what Reſtriction there exiſts to prevent them from coming 
into the Lowlands to carry away the moſt improved Plans; diſtilling, in fact, to 
a Perſon a little acquainted, is plain and cannot be concealed. 


It upon the Whole appears evident, that the Objections uſed in ſupport of the 
Highland Exemprions are frivolous, and inconſiſtent with the Juſtice due to the 
Manufactory of a great Nation. The Legiſlature, to encourage thoſe Counties, 
have exempted Coals from Duties, laid Taxes on every Part of the Country to 
enable them to grant this Exemption. Labour is much lower, and every other 
Reaſon ſhews the Inconſiſtency of thoſe Exemptions. The Counties of Dumfries 
and Selkirk, for want of Coals, &c. may 1 with equal 1 Exemptions of 
the ſame Kind. 5 


As the Board of Exciſe are engaged in this 8 I think it highly proper 
that they, as Governors of His Majeſty's Revenue, ſhould minutely examine 
their reſpective Officers, what Proportion, in the Time of Peace, Foreign ſmuggled 

0 Mo | Spirits 
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Spirits bears with that of Britiſn- made Spirits, and at the ſame Time to enquire into 
the Nature of Spirits made from Raw Grain, and thoſe made from Malt only. 
Theſe Enquiries may give them juſt Ideas, guard them againſt propoſing Altera- 
tions or allowing Exemptions, which, if adopted by the Legiſlature, will prove 
ruinous to the Revenue, unhinge that Equilibrium which ought to be preſerved, 
and produce Conſequences that will require V ears to overcome. 


(Signed) Adam Dawſon, 
-” South Line Diſtiller. 


Ne 4.—DUMFRIES COLLECTION. 


HonovRED Sins, 


IN Obedience to your Honour's Directions of the 4th Inſtant, I have had 
Converſation and Correſpondence with the Two Diſtillers (William Hyſlop and 
Anthony M*Guffog and Co.) in this Collection, regarding the preſent State of 
the Highland and Lowland Diſtillery, as affecting the Trade in general, and 
from the local Situation being much unconnected; they wiſh to leave the Re- 
marks that may occur, to be laid before your Honours, to the general Senſe of 
the Meeting of Diſtillers, which was meant to take place at Edinburgh Yeſterday ; 
they only wiſh me in general to bring to the-View of the Honourable Board, 
That the preſent great Diſparity of Duties, to which they are ſubjected, and 
the great Opportunity of bringing'to Market Spirits from the One Diſtrict to the 
other, to which they can ſee no poſſible Check that can be deviſed, of any Efficacy, 
muſt prove an unſurmountable Bar to the ſucceſsful Progreſs of Lowland Diſtil- 
lery, and ultimately bring it to nothing, unleſs where a Lowland Diſtiller frau- 
ad takes a Concern in the other Diſtrict, which, they conceive, on the 
preſent Footing, would ſoon take place, ſo as to have the moſt» of his Conſumpt 
ſupplied from where the low Duties exiſt and affect. | 


Reſpectſully I am, 
Dumfries, . Honoured Gentlemen, 
10th Auguſt 1797, ” Your obedient Servant, 


Fohn Mitchell, 


The Diſtillers here are ſtrongly impreſſed, that in the Event of an equal Poize 
twixt the Highland and Lowland Diſtillers, a Regulation circumſcribing the 
Content of Stills to ſuch a limited Extent, as might be atrempted in any Part of 
the Kingdom, might be equally productive, perhaps more 5 to the Revenue, 
, and prevent a Monopoly of either Grain or the Conſumpt of Spirits. | 
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Ne g. - AIR COLLECTION. 


| Paiſley, 5th September, 1797. 
HoNOURABLE GENTLEMEN, ; | 


I N Obedience to your Order of the 4th Ult. I early thereafter made Applica- 
tion to the Diſtillers in Air Collection, for their Opinions with regard to the Ad- 
vantages and Diſadvantages attending the Mode of Diſtillation in the different 
Parts of Scotland, and after various Delays on their Part, all I have been able to 
obtain is contained in the incloſed Reports from a Meeting of the Diſtillers at 
| Paiſley, on the 25th Auguſt laſt, and from Blair and Martin, at Greenock, on the 
29th of ſame Month. ps oa we e | 
Il beg Leave alſo to incloſe another Statement of the Buſineſs, dated at Greenock, 
the 4th September Inſtant. „„ | 


This I have obtained from a Gentleman totally unconnected with the Trade, 


and who I believe to be very intelligent in the Diſtillery Buſineſs, and accurate in 
Calculations. : 5 | . 
I beg Leave to ſubmit the Whole to the Conſideration of the Honourable Board, 
and, 
1 am, 85 
Moſt reſpectſully, 
your Honours' moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble Servant, 
John Wright. 


AT a Meeting of Lowland Diſtillers, reſiding within the Paiſley Diſtrict; 


called by Mr. Aberdeen, Superviſor of Exciſe, for the Purpoſe of obtaining ſuch 
Information anent the ſeveral Particulars pointed out in Mr. Roſe's Letter to the 
Commiſſioners of Exciſe, as may be conſiſtent with their perſonal Knowledge, and 
can be eſtabliſhed by Evidence, if that ſhould be ered, hell at John Orr's, the 
25th Auguſt 1797.—Preſent, Eo. 
Meſſrs. DANIEL MACFARLANE, 
MATTHEW BROWN, 
PETER WRIGHT, 
James Bacnoy fer Ja' MFarLant, 
RokERT Menzies, and | 
James Harvey, Junior. 


After reading over Mr. Roſe's Letter, and conſidering the ſeveral Particulars of 
Information wiſhed for, they were unanimous in ſtating the following Facts, as 
being what all of them are in the Knowledge of; viz, That very conſiderable 
Quantities of Barley and Malt are purchaſed by Diſtillers ſituated in the Highland 
Diſtrict, from Corn Merchants and Farmers in the Lowlands, and imported into the 
Highland Diſtrict for the Purpoſe of Diſtillation, —And that very great Quantities 
of Highland Spirits are ſent into the Lowlands, and there ſold and conſumed, parti- 
cularly within the City of Glaſgow, and Towns of Greenock, Port Glaſgow, and 
Dumbarton, although both the Importation of Grain into the Highland Diſtrict, 
and Exportation of Spirits from it, are directly contrary to Law; but indeed, when 
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one takes a View of the Extent of Entries of Highland Stills, and the great Propor- 
tion of theſe Entries that are ſituated in the near Vicinity of the Line, they cannot 
be ſurpriſed that Low Country Grain nuſt be imported into the Highlands, and the 
Produce in Spirits again exported into the Lowlands, ſceing there neither can 
be Grain grown in that Diſtrict ſufficient to ſupply the One Fourth Part of the Con- 
ſumpt of theſe Entries, nor is there Population to conſume the One Fourth Part 


of the Spirits produced, — That all of the Meeting have ſuffered very great Los 


from the Highland Diſtillers buying and raiſing the Price of Grain in their Mar- 


| kets, and ſupplying their former Lowland Cuſtomers with Spirits at a lower Rate 


than they can afford. — That all of the Highland Diſtillers, ſituated upon the Leven, 
in the Pariſhes of Cardreſs and The Row, and all along the Coaſts of Cowall, Can- 
tyre, Arran, and Bute, have their Coals full as low as any Diſtiller in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Paiſley ; and the Meeting alſo all know that the Highland Diſtiller 


uſes a conſiderable Proportion of Peat and Wood Fuel, which he gets almoſt at 


his own Door, and at a trifling Expence, and which gives his Spirits that peculiar | 
Flavour that ſo many People are fond of, and which gives them a decided Prefer- 
ence in the Lowland Market. That the Quality of the Grain theſe Diſtillers (and 
indeed all the Highland Diftillers within the Middle Diſtri&) have in their own 


Neighbourhood, is fully equal to the Generality of Barley produced in the Low- 


lands; and what further Quantity they want (which is very conſiderable) they are 
ſupplied with at the ſame Market with the Lowland Diſtiller, and which they buy 
and cart, or convey by Water Carriage, openly, without any Obſtruction, — That 
the Price of Living, and of courſe the Price of Labour, cannor be higher in their 
Situations than in the Lowlands, and the Rent of Houſes is lower; fo that in 
every Reſpect their Advantages in point of Coſt, in the Manufacture, is ſuperior 
to the Lowland Diſtiller.—And the Meeting are informed, that many of them work 
their Stills upon the beſt conſtructed Plans, and to as great Extent as any in the 
Lowlands poſſibly can.— That it is perfectly conſiſtent with their own practical 
Knowledge, that a 40 Gallon Still will do full as much in proportion as one of any 


larger Content; and that were the Lowland Diſtillers at Liberty, they themſelves 


would prefer, and work Stills of 40 Gallons in preference to thoſe of a larger 
Content. 6 Hs TD 
(Signed) Daniel M. Farlane. 
. Robert Menzies. 
James Harvey, Jun. and Co, 
' Brown, Gourlay, and Co. 
Peter Wright. 
James Bachop. 


SIR 3 . 185 
; AGREEABLE to your Deſire, and the Honourable the Board's Order, 


we ſubjoin fo far as we think is practicable, the State of the Highland Diſtillery 
in the intermediate Space for South Argyle and Bute County, alſo for Dumbar- 
ton County in the Vicinity of that Place; and in the oppoſite Space from this we 
alſo give you a State of the Lowland Diſtillery agreeable to our own Knowledge 
in the Buſineſs, which laſt Buſineſs has to us been a very loſing Trade ſince the 
additional Duty took place. 
55 We are reſpectſully, 

Sir, | | 

Your molt obedient Servants ” 
| | Wo Blair and Martin, 
Greenock, 29th Auguſt 1797. | 


STATE 
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STATE FOR BUTE AND SOUTH ARGYLE SHIRE. | | 
| 400 Polls Bute and Argyle Meaſure equal to 5co Polls Lin- 5 4. d. 


lithgow Meaſure, Average their Boll 2126. — — 420 —— 
Duty on a 40 Gallon Still, at £. 9 Sterling per Gallon— 360 — ä 
1 Maltman and 2 Men in Diſtillery, at 96. per Week le {020 
Yeſt to anſwer the above Quantity — . 40 
Coals for drying Malt, and for Diſtillery, 4 5. per Day | — 62 12 — 
Soap and Candle, £.17 Sterling; Tear and Wear of Utenſils, fe 77 9 
Charges in Sales and bad Debtss — b . 
Rent of the Work — — —— — AG: (wich wow 
Grinding Malt, 94. per bell” — on — 18 15 — 
For a Horle and Cart — — — 3533 


L. ,045 11 — 
The above 400 Bolls will produce Togo 430 „ nt fe | 
Bolls Malt, which ought to yield 12 Gal- nn 
lons per Boll, which at 45. per Gallon is £.,1,032 — — 
Grains, ſay 15. per Boll — — 241 10 e- — 
— — 15053 10 — 


Balance in Fr * the Diſtiller, — . 7 19 — 


STATE rox DUMBARTON COUNTY, in. the vr thereof, 
460 of their Bolls equal to 500 Linlithgow Boll, which, at an FE 18 4 d. 


Average of 195. per Boll, is — ag ä 
Still of 805 Gallons, at £.g Sterling per Gallon — — 22 —— 
Three Men, as before, C. 70. 45.; Yeſt, C. 20. wy 00-4 
Coals, being cheaper than in Buteſhire | 55 — — 
Soap and Candles, 4 L. 17. Tear and Wear of Urenfls, 7 "7 2h — — 
Charges in Sales and for bad Debts — „ 
Rent of Work _ — — — 20 — 

A Horſe and Cart _ —_ — e 
e Malt, 9 d. per Boll, — rn — 18 15 — 


L. 1,054 19 — 
By the above, 4 Bolls Barley will make 500 wh 
Bolls Malt, and each Boll of Malt ſhould : 
yield 107 Gallons Glaſs Proof Spirits per 
Boll; and as great Part of it is fold in 
Dumbarton, Port Glaſgow, Port Greenock, 
and Greenock, it averages "gh 4 5. 5 9 1 3 
per Gallon — Tr 1,156 6 — 
Grains, 15. per Boll — — 25 — 
£1 2 2 1,181 5 — 
Balance in favour of the Diſtiller F. 5 N. 6 . 
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STATE or ouR OWN DISTILLERY. 
A 40 Gallon Sil to conſume — Bolls per Week: is 3400, Bolls, 1 


at 196. | — 1 4 — 
Duty, . 54 per Gallon _ — — 2,160 — — 
D' of Malt, 45. 5 Boll — — — 499 4 — 
GBrinding 8852 d. per g — — — 64 8 — 
Feſt | — — — 100 — — 
Coais — _ — 180 
2 Maltmen, 4 Diſtillery TIRE I eue at 106. per Werk 182 


Soap and Candle, 4. 603 Tear and 3 L. . Rents, C. 100 230 — . 


A Horſe e 
Charges mans bad Debr: — — e eee e 
| 3g 6,068 78 — — 


B/ Produce of 2,500 Bolls at 11 ; Gillons me 
Boll, is 27,500 at 3s. 94. per Gallon £- 551956 5 — 


Grains, at 1.5. 44 per Boll — — 166 3 4 


n the Diſtiller - L. 745 17 8 


The Highland Diftlter 1s 8 ah the a of a certain Quantity of 
Barley free of Duty, but is forbidden to exceed that Quantity. He. js allowed 
a Still, yet is prohibited the full Uſe of it; and the enforcing theſe Reſtrictions, 
hardly within the Reach of a regular Survey, is entruſted to Yo uncertain Viſits of 
4 Country Officer, in a Situation too where his Negligence, by his Diſtance from 
a Superior, incurs little Riſk of Detection. The Impoſſibility of carrying into 
Effect thoſe Reſtrictions is evident, and the Propriety of rendering the Highland 
Diſtillery Duty independent, ſo far as can be, of Survey, hence ſuggeſts irſell. 


| Purſuing this Idea, ſuppoſe, 


That the Highland Diſtiller were allowed to make, free of Duty, as much 
Malt as he can conſume: 


That he were allowed the unlimited Uſe of his Still; but that the Dimen- 
ſtons of the Still allowed him were ſuch, as mould enable him, by his 


urtmoſt Exertions to conſume in the Year 20 more than the Quantity of 


Grain intended by the Law: 


And that in One Licence Duty on the Contents of his Still, ſhould be com- 
Prenended whatever Malt and Licence Duty it might have been ae 
e ſhould otherwiſe have paid. 


s M Officer would then only need to take Cate that a Still larger than the one 
entered was not ſubſtituted. | 


"a check Frauds, Malt, in the Highland Diſtrict, might be made moveable 
only by Permit, and the Diſtiller prohibited from ſelling, Malt, or removing it, 
except perhaps to his Miln. If the Highland Diſtillers be kept but at a ſhort 


| 79 from their South Boundary, and if Malt 1 in a Place unentered or ſound 


_ tranſporting 
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tranſporting Sho Permit be made ſeizable, carrying it into the Low Country, 
will be in a great Meaſure prevented. Malt is too bulky to be illegally tranſ- 
ported from Place to Place. A Highland Horſe and Cart will move very ſlowly 
with Half a Dozen Bolls, and Eighteen Shillings, the Duty to be avoided, will be 
no Inducement to riſk the Seizure of Malt, Horſe, and Cart.” | 


The preventing the ſkins Perſon from being at the Hime Time cit in 
a Highland and Lowland 2 ae if near the Line, 1 loam & red inn 


be proper. 


2 5 +Greenock, © 5 
Ath September 1797. 


No. 6 6—GLASGOW COLLECTION. 


HonovrzD Sins, 


IN Obedience to your Honour orders of the th Ultimo, I have cobfulrod the 
moſt intelligent and experienced Diſtillers in Glaſgow Collection, on both Sides 


0 a the Highland Line, reſpecting the preſent State of the Diſtillery in this Country, 


and particularly relative to the Heads pointed out in your Honours' general Orders 

above-mentioned ; they have all declined ſtating any Thing in Writing on theſe 
Points, but the Reſult of their Converſation with me, as it affects the Lowland and 
Highland Diſtricts reſpectively, I have endeavoured to exhibit in a State herein in- 
Cloſed, to which I beg Leave to refer. It being allowed by all, that a 40 Gallon 
Still can be wrought to as great Advantage as any Size whatſoever, I have made 
it a Data in the Statement, being fully convinced that no other Size can be wrought 
to a greater Advantage, 


With reſpect to that Part of the State affecting the Lend, and forniſhet by 
the Diſtillers in that Part of the Country, it occurs to me, that the Quantity of 
Grain, 3,120 Bolls, may in ſome Caſes be conſiderably under-rated, particularly 
where large Pipes connecting the Stillhead and Worm are uſed ; this is the Caſe 
with ſome Lowland Diſtillers, and it unqueſtionably gives them an undue and de- 
cided Advantage over others who do not uſe them, as they have hitherto paid no 
Duty for theſe Appendages; they are conceived indeed to be liable in Duty within 
the Intent and Meaning of the Law, and accordingly Proſecutions for the rare: 
thereof have been inſtituted in the Exchequer. 


Where theſe Pipes are not uſed, the Quantity of Grain, on an Average, 1 be- 
| Heve to be pretty accurately ſtated. 7 


The Produce of the Grain is ſtared at 91 Gallons of Proof Spire per Boll, or 
121 Gallons per Quarter, which in moſt Caſes I am inclined to think is rather under. 
rated, but not greatly ſo. The Difference of Quality in the Grain, and the dif- 
ferent Degrees of Skill in the Diſtillers, cauſes a conſiderable Variation in the 
Produce; but Differences of this Nature will always exiſt, not only in the Diſtil- 
lery but in all other nr and furniſh a pe Reward to ſuperior Skill 
and Dexterity, 
As 
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.the Licence 


Aar the Diſtillers ſhould be put on the ſame Footing over all Scotland, for the Se- 
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As to the Articles of Fuel, grinding Malt, Wages, Wear of Utenſils, Loſs by 


Inſolvencies, and the Value of Grains, &c. as all Parties concur in the Statement 


given of them, any Remarks of mine are unneceſſary. In that Part of the State 


. reſpecting the Highland Diſtillers, the Quantity of Grain is taken at no more than 


the Law allows to be malted free of Duty, and what is preſumed to be allowed is 
to be diſtilled under the Compoſition or Licence Duty— it is ſtated, and l believe 
with Juſtice, at the ſame Price of the Low Country Grain in the Intermediate 
Diſtrict, I believe it is but very little inferior to it in Value in the Highland Diſ- 
trict, the Difference in Value is greater, and accordingly in both the Produce is 
ſtated to be proportionably leſs. Though 1 am inclined to believe this Deficiency 
in the Produce may be as much owing to the Want of Skill in the Diſtiller as to the 
inferior Quality of the Grain. ot as 

The Value of the Produce in the Lowlands, according to the preſent State of 


the Marker, is certainly over-rated, 4s. 3 d. per Gallon being about the ſelling 
Price of Proof Spirits, or 3s. 64. per Gallon. of marketable Spirits, of the 


Strength of 1 in 6 under Hydrometer Proof. This Depreſſion in the Price of 


Spirits is the greateſt Cauſe of Complaint with the l owland Diſtillers, I am 
aſſured by one of them, a Man of Intelligence, who I have every Reaſon to be- 
lieve would not miſlead me, that if Barley was at 20s. per Boll, marketable 
Spirits at 45. 64, per Gallon, and the Duty no more than /. 54. he never would 
wiſh for a better Trade. 7 —- 

At the preſent Rate of the Market the Diſtillers ſay it is a loſing Trade, and 
[from the Number of cautious induſtrious Diſtillers, who have lately renounced their 
Entries, and from the immenſe Quantities of Spirits at preſent on Hand, I am in- 
.clined to believe it. „ „ , 


The Highland Diſtillers complain of the late additional Duty, and declare that | 


they are not able to pay it, although it is extremely light when compared to that 
payable in the Low Country; their Spirits too have uniformly brought from 15. 64. 
to 25. per Gallon more than the Low Country Spirits; and far from confining their 
Market within the legal Bounds, they tranſport large Quantities of Spirits to the 


1.ow Country, already overſtocked, which helps in a great Degree to increaſe the 
"Hardſhip under which the Low Country Diſtiller labours. This could not poſſibly 


be done, had they not greatly exceeded the Quantities of Grain and Spirits exhibited 


in the Statement, Many Diſtillers in the Highlands, particularly in the Interme- 


diate Diſtrict, have acquired a Degree of Dexterity in working, and have Advan- 


tages little inferior to the Low Country Diſtillers. Many Inſtances have been 
found, both in Perth and Argyle Shires, of their having not only uſed large Pipes, 


ſimilar to thoſe already mentioned, but had a Contrivance on the moſt approved 
Plan, connected with the Stillhead, for heating their Waſh, which greatly aſſiſts 
and forwards the Operation of diſtilling, but which, under a Licence, operates 


partially, and for that Reaſon is by Law prohibited under a high Penalty. The 
Fact, however, at preſent, is, that almoſt all the Highland Diſtillers, in both Diſ- 
tricts, have Bes up Buſineſs, and they impute this to their own Inability to pay 

uty. This indeed ſeems to be the immediate, but only ſecondary, 
Cauſe of their giving up Buſineſs; the Overſtocking of Market, and conſequent 
Depreſſion in the Price of Spirits, is the principal Cauſe, of which their preſent In- 


ability to pay the Duty is only the Effect, and it ſurniſhes no good Ground to con- 


.clude that in general they are not, under the ſame Regulations, nearly as able to 
bear the high Duty of L. 54- per Gallon, as the Low Country Liſtiller; and allow- 
ing that they ſhould not be altogether ſo, it appears to me abſolutely neceſſary, 


* 


curicy | 
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curity of that important Branch of Revenue in the Low Country, which has been 

| invaded to an alarming Degree, and, what may be thought of ſome Importance, 
to do away the Odium always attendant on partial Taxation. Were it poſſible to 
_ confine the Highland Diſtillers ſtrictly to 1 legal Regulations and Reſtraints at 
reſent in force reſpecting them, it would be a Matter of little Importance to the 
Revenue or Lowland Diftillers whether they ſhould continve on the preſent Footing 
or not, but all former Experience goes to ſhew, in the cleareſt Light, that this is. 
impoſſible. No legal Reſtraints, no Vigilance on the Part of the Revenue Officers, 

are able to prevent both the Introduction of Low Country Grain into the High | | 

land Counties for the Purpoſes of Diſtillation, nor the Tranſportation of High- | 

land diſtilled Spirits to the Low Country. The Matter, therefore, comes to a 

ſhort Iſſue, and the Concluſion muſt be obvious. Moſt reſpectſull . ä 


1 am, Ps 25 
| Your moſt obedient and very humble Servant, | 
(signed) Wenn.  _ "3 
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| gots c | | HIGHLANDS. 
LOWL AN DS. Intermediate Weſtern 
©. | Diſtrict. Diſtrict. 
% ͥr¾ , he & 
To 3,120 Bolls of Brtey in the Lowlands - - TH . 
500 1 1 5 3,120 — | FOO == == 250 = — 
250 TD in the Weſtern Diſtriet =; 
at 20 5, pe: Boll“. 
| | 
To Lieder Duty, at L. 54. x 1 and 5 3 DD 
L. 6. 105. per Gallon - - = 7 HP 360 = 
To Malt Duty, 18,720 Buſhels „% + 6 Cx | 
To grinding Malt, at 94, per Boll - - -| 117 — =| 18 15 —| 9 7 6 
Tr d » alc 100 «7 bo — —| 40—— 
To Servants Wages and keeping a Horſe -| 150 _ 110 — —|100 — — 
To Wear of Utenſils, Rent, and Repairs -| 200 — — 60 — — 40 —— 
To Loſs by Inſolvencies at C. 5. per Cent — „ 58 1 10 29 —11 
4. 6,834 14 1| 1,166 16 100728 8 5 
To Profits „%% Yo hols, 196 5 Fr! 58 6 4 
L. 7031 — 1.225 3 2 728 3 £ 
= — 


Quantities of Grain is taken in the Highlands at that which the Law 5 


allows to be malted ſree of Duty, and diſtilled under the Licence or Compo- 


2 Duty. 


sri. 
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STILL of 40 GarLons ConTenT in the 


: x \ 
7 * 
0 
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By Produce of Male, VIZ, 

3,120 Bolls, 91 Gallons each - 
50⁰ 885 23 
250 P/ = - == 


The firſt at 45. 64. and the Two laſt at 


54. 34, per Gallon Proof Spirits F. 


By Sale of Grains, at 25. per Boll in the 
Lowlands, 15. 4d. in the Intermediate, 
and 15. in the Weſtern Diſtrict - - - 


By Profits ariſing from the Sale of Yeſt, 


Rats &c. 


4 The Qu 


_ allow (the 


3 


gantities of Spirits produced are taken at what the Law is preſumed to 


| 


„ — —8 
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HIGHLANDS. 
| LowLANDs. | Intermediate | Weſter. 
3 „„ Diſtrict. Diſtrict. 
£ . d. 1 $, d. ; Le J. a. 
6,669 — ii i 61580 18 3 
312 — — 33 6 6 12 10 
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vantitics are not expreſſed in the late Highland Diſtillery Law) the 
high Duties impoſed on Spirits made above the limited Quantities "FN ſo, "me 
as to operate equal to an expreſs Prohibition. 


F 1 
r — 
Pg \ 


9 


$COFCH.D1S TILL E RY. Appendix, Ne 


Hoxouxzo Sins, „ 


IN a late News- paper 1 obſerved an Abſtract of the new Highland Diſtiner 


Law, and. as great Frauds have been committed by illegal Diſtillers, and having 
been at 8 to obtain Information, I beg Leave to ſtate to the Honourable 


"Board what occurs to me on that Subject. Almoſt every Perſon with whom 
I haye..converſel thereon is of Opinion, that one great Cavſe of the enormous 
Extent to which private Diſtillation has been carried in this Country is, that 
there are not a ſufficient Number of Licences granted, and that all the Scills 
"licenſed in the Counties of Nairne, Inverneſs, and Roſs, are not adequate to 


ſupply, Spirits for che Conſumption thereof, and ſuch Parts of the adjacent 
Counties as have few or no licenſed Stills erected therein. Another Cauſe is, 
the Lenity with which thcſe Offenders, when proſecuted, are treated by the 


Juſtices of the Peace, and which may in fact be. traced to the ſame Source; 
for many Gentlemen in this and the neighbouring Counties have Tenants who, 


having applied for, have been refuſed Licences: And as the Argument is, that 


Spirits muſt be had; that the Grain muſt be conſumed, or how are the Rents | 


to be paid; and that if theſe People could have obtained Licences, they would not 
have ſo offended ; this is made an Apology for aſſoilzing, and indeed for encou- 
raging the Trade. The improper Mode in which Seizures of Stills have been 
made for ſome Time paſt has alſo contributed to the Evil; but that, J hope, 


will now be checked, if not finally ſtopt. What I would humbly ſuggeſt is, 
that a greater Number of Licences may now be granted than has been hitherto 
in thels Counties, Some People even ſay that they ſhould be unlimited; bur 
I ſhould think that, at any Rate, they might be extended to the full Nuinber of 
Two for each Pariſh in Groſs, without reſtrifting their Situation; as, while in 
ſome Pariſhes none might be wanted, in others Three or more might be 


required, „„ = : oe, 
My limited Knowledge of this Subje& will not permit me to ſay, whether 


this would be proper but in the Northern Counties; but of this I am well 


aſſured, that no Harm could ariſe from it in the Three Counties under my Obſer- 
vation, there being Abundance of Barley raiſed therein for the Purpoſe of Diſ- 
tillery, and no great Danger of the Diſtillers attempting to tranſport their Spirits 
acroſs the Line. I would have poſtponed any Obſervation on this Subject till 
I had finiſhed my Inſpection in the Buſineſs of this Collection, when probably I 
would have been more a Maſter of it; but as the new Licences will be imme- 


diately wanted, I conſider it meumbent on me to bring it into the View of the 


Honourable Board, that they may take the Matter into Conſideration. 
Truſting I ſhall not be thought officious in obtruding my Opinion, and for In- 
dulgence if I am miſfinformed, | 15 


1 remain, 
Honourable Sirs, . 
| Yoſt moſt obedient humble Servant, 
1 (Signed) A. Findlater. 
ane ' | : TEES 
iit Auguſt 1797. 


— 


>> Eos 
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SE ce „„ „ 

| INCLOSED are the Opinions of ſome of the moſt intelligent licenſed . 
Diſtillers in this Part of the Country on the Diſtillery LWgͥ .  - 

I am humbly of Opinion, that whatever the Duty of the Content of the Stil! 

may be, that the Malt Duty ought to be charged and paid ſeparately from the Sti | 

Duty; as without this I cannot fee that the Revenue can be ſecured, nor Frau 


pour moſt obedient, and! 
mwmamoſt humble Servant, 
(Signed) Ar Tulloch, 
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' Inverneſs, 
21ſt Sept. 1797. 


ACCOUNT of EXPENCE, and PROFIT of a 40 Gallon Sr 
1 „„ ͤo œ . —ꝰiu . io SL eat, 
To 400 Bolls Barley, at 226. . 440 By the Produce of 400 Bolls 


To Fire and Expence attending 52 N 3 8 2 L. 960 


oP roving e | to be ſold at 4s. per Pint 

To Servants Wages and Main- | 1 | OS i 
VVV 52 By 400 Bolls Grain, and burnt! 

To Tear and Wear, Addition 8 | | 


to Implements, and other? 42 980 
Incidental Expences Deduct Outlay „ 786 


1.586 The Diſtiller has to pay Duty | L. 394 


| „ „ 


At Cambeltown, Auguſt 17th, 1797, the Diſtillers in the Pariſhes of Arder- 
ſier, Petty, Croy, and Calder, in conſequence of a Requeſt from the Collector of 
the Diſtrict, held a Meeting, and after various Conſultations and Calculations, were 
at laſt unanimouſly of Opinion, that the above Statement was the Average of the 
Outlay and Expence attending, and the Return to be expected from à 40 Gallon 
Still, and leave it to the Honourable Board to conſider what Duty the Diſtiller can 
afford to pay out of the Balance, £.394. At ſame Time beg Leave to obſerve _ 

that the preſent, or any higher Duty, will be a great Temptation to illicit Trade, 

to check which, if there is not ſome Plan deviſed that has not yet been, few or any 
of thoſe preſent will continue the Buſineſs longer than during their preſent Licence, 
By Appointment of the Meeting, 
„ „ (Signed) 


James Macpberſon. 
61 
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| - Forres, Auguſt 23d, 1797. 
IN conſequence of the General Letter exhibited to us, wiſhing what Infor- 


3 
* 


tion we can give with reſpect to the Rate of Duty that ſhould be laid on in the 


Highlands, we are of Opinion, that the Line of Boundary of the Highlands ſhould 
terminate at the River Spey, down to the Sea; and the moſt advantageous for 
Government would be Five Pounds per Gallon, which we could pay upon being 


allowed 400 Bolls of Barley, and 1,660 Gallons of ſtrong Spirits, or 2,c00 Gallons 


of mixed, as the latter is the Kind principally ſold here, for a 40 Gallon Still, and 
Allowance to ſell the Spirits, and purchaſe Barley throughout the Whole of the 
Highland Counties; on theſe Terms we may be able to ſell the Spirits, equal to 
Smuggling Diſtillers, which in ſome Places are hardly poſſible to be ſuppreſſed, 
Some Parts may be better adapted fof getting Barley, but the other Parts have the 


7 


Convenience of Fuel, and a better Market for their Spirits, which we reckon 


equally advantageous, 
We are, 
Sir 7 
2 ' Your moſt humble Servants, 
(Signed) James Hoyes, Diſtiller. 
Alex” Suter, 
Tho" Gillan. 
Robert Suter. 
Daniel Chriſtie. 
Andrew Hopes. 
Robert Dunbar. 
William Collie. 
— ——— ᷑ ö d 
£ . 
* 


1 
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N. 8. CAITHNESS COLLECTION. 


| . Thurſo, gth Sept. 1797. 
Hoxoux ABLE GENTLEMEN, | 1 F 
N Receipt of your Honours' Letter of the 4th Auguſt laſt, I loſt no Time 
in communicating the Contents thereof to all the licenſed Diſtillers in this 
Collection; and I now incloſe your Honours a Letter from Mr, James Boog, at 
 Skeibo, County of Sutherland, as alſo the Report of the Diſtillers in this County, 
which J only received on che iſt Round Collection, and to which I refer. At fame 
Time I ſhall ſtate my Opinion, as far as I know, of the Buſineſs in queſtion, viz. 
A Still of 30 Gallons Content will diſtil 7 Bolls a Week; if the Diftiller meets 
with no Stop he 2; ra brews twice a Week, ac 3+ Bolls per Brewing, and 
that will produce, if the Grain is properly malted, 5 Gallons pure Spirits per 
Boll; at ſame Time it happens, that the Diſtiller will not have more thaa 4 Gallons 
to the Boll, but that is eicher owing to the Operation of malting, or bad Grain. 
What gives me Acceſs to know the Quantity of Grain or Malt uſed by the Diſ- 
tiller per Week is, that many of them in this Diſtrict make but a ſmall Part of 
their Quantities themſelves, the Farmers and other Inhabitants of the County 
put 31 Bolls Bear to the Diſtiller, to be malted and made into Spirits, for which 
the Diſtiller is paid for his Trouble, and it is often the Practice that the Farmer 
malts the ſame Quantity at Home, pays the Duty, and carries the ſame to the 
Diſtiller, he always taking Care that the Quantity. of Malt is the ſame, ſo as not 
to encroach on the Time of the ſucceeding Brewing. As I knew this to be 
the Caſe and Practice of this County, I beg Leave to mention it, not ſay- 
ing but the Diſtiller may do more, if he was to run his Still as they do to the 
Southward. . 5 e | „ 

If a 30 Gallon Still does 7 Bolls 17 Weck, it is equal to 364 Bolls in the 
Tear, and in that Proportion a Still of 40 Gallons Content in the Year ſhould be 
equal to 454 Polls, which ought to produce, at 5 Gallons per Boll, 2,497 Gal- 
lons pure Spirits; that at 7s. per Gallon amounts to J. 873. 19s, The total 
Charges, in the Report of the Committee, is {.756. ; s. to a Still of 40 Gallons, 
By this State there is a Balance in favour of the Diſtiller of C. 117. 145. beſides 

the Grains and Burat Ale, which in the Report is called Offals, | 
„„ I am, with great Reſpect, 
HFonourable Gentlemen, 
your molt obedient and 
moſt humble Servant, 
(Signed) Gray Campbell, 


AT Thurſo, 15th Auguſt 1797.—At a Meeting of Diſtillers in the County 
of Caithneſs, held here this Day, Preſent, Mr. Benjamin Henderſon in Clyth, 
Captain David Brodie of Hopewill, Mr. Alexander Sutherland, Taxman of Aſ- 
ſery, Mr. Donald Sutherland Brawlbin, Captain George Sutherland of Brabſter, 
Mr. John Gun in Heaſtigro, Mr. John Andrew in Clayock, Mr. Francis Swan- . 
ſon in Gerſtown, Mr. Donald Melver, Scoraclet, Mr. Polſon in Baillie, Mr. 
George Sinclair in Maikle, and Lieutenant James M*Beath of Hempriggs; 


: when they appointed the faid Meſſrs. Henderſon, Brodie, MBeath, Alexander 


Sutherland, and Captain Sutherland of Brabſter, or any Three cf them, as a Com- 
„ 8 | | mitte 
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mittee to take into Conſideration Mr. Pearſon's Letter to Collector Cam pbell, 
regarding the Diſtilleries in this County, and to report thereon, and that the ſaid 
Commitee do meet at Hempriggs on Wedneſday the 23d Current. 


 Hempriggs, 23d Auguſt. — Mr. Benjamin ' Henderſon, Lieutenant James 
M*Beath, and Mr. Alexander Sutherland, Three of the above Committee, having 
met as appointed by the General Meeting of the Diſtillers at Thurſo, on the 1 5th 
Current, they, after appointing Mr. Benjamin Henderſon, one of the Committee, as 
Preſes, and after fully conſidering Mr. Pearſon's Letter to Collector Campbell, 
report as follows: Rath 0 
From the Nature of the Soil and Climate in the Highland Diſtricts in general 
and this County in particular, which cauſes late Springs and Harveſts, it is very 
generally known, that their Grain are of much inferior Quality to the Grain pro- 
duced in the Lowlands, as the Boll of Bear or Bigg on an Average weighing 
but from Fourteen and a Half to Fifteen Stone, Sixteen Pounds to the Stone, Lin- 
lithgow Meaſure. From each Boll of dry Malt, from Grain of the above Qua- 
lity, no more than Four Gallons of pure Spirits on an Average is produced, and 
as the Highland Diſtillers are confined within the Line prohibiting them from 
purchaſing their Grain, the Diſtillers are obliged to conſume the Grain of the 
County; for were they to purchaſe from the neighbouring Diſtrict, or Counties 
WE | allowed by Law, it would be attended with conſiderable Expence withont any 
US | Benefit. And it is to be obſerved, that a Quantity of Grain, ſuppoſed from 
| 44600 to 450 Bolls (the greateſt Quantity allowed by the late Diſtillery AR) will 
fall ſhort of that Quantity when manufactured into dry Malt from 30 to 40 
Bolls, which is a ſtriking Proof of the Inferiority of the Grain in the Highland 
Viſtricts. | Rc N „ 

As to the Quantity of Spirits which a 40 Gallon Still may poſſibly diſtil, the 
Committee cannot with Preciſion ſay, as from the inferior Quality, and the Quantity 
of Grain allowed under the former Diſtillery Act, did not admit of knowing what 
a Still of the above Dimenſions can diftil, as the Quantity of Spirits was far ſhort 

of what was allowed by the former Act. 55 ” 
But as the Committee are called upon, they muſt give their Opinion by the 
[1 ' beſt Judgment they can form, for, from the fluctuating State of the Duties ſince 
Z the iſt of December laſt, they had not Experience to aſſiſt them. They are of 
T8 | Opinion that a Forty Gallon Still (and they fix their Opinion en theſe given 
iy Dimenſions) may diſtil for the Year about 1,400 Gallons of pure, Spirits, which 
they value (by Conjecture only) at between 65. 69. and 75. the Gallon (and it 

is probable it may be leſs, even at 55. per Gallon) as it depends upon the Con- 

ſumers, and not the Diſtillers, what Value it may be. - 


— 
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As the Committee would wiſh to give every candid Information in their Power, 
in a Caſe of ſuch Magnitude, they ſtate, - | 
I. The local Situation and Diſadvantages of the Highland Diſtricts, in reſpect 
to the Face of the Country, hilly, and of bad Roads, without Acceſs and Bridges 
for tranſporting their Grain, which they muſt carry over difficult Paths and ex- 
tended Moraſſes, where no Cart can approach, and ſending their Spirits to Market, 
that is, to the Conſumer's Door, which the Diſtiller muſt diſperſe in ſmall Quantities 
over the Face of the Country. | | EY 
II. The Highland Diſtillers are confined within the Limits prohibited and 
deſcribed, from either purchaſing their Grain, or ſending their Spirits beyond 
theſe Limits. The Inhabitants of the Highland Diſtricts, it is well known, 
cannot afford a high Price for Spirits, and Prudence will dictate, when the Price 
goes above what they can afford, they will not purchaſe. 8 8 50 
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III. The Diſtillers of this County are particularly ſituated, The Orkneys 
and Strathnaver (the Northweſt Part of 85 County of Sutherland) were the 
only Markets they could ſend their Spirits to ſell, which Markets are now ſupplied 
by ſmuggled Foreign. Spirits, particularly Gin: whah it can be procured, Whiſkey 
ſells at no Price, and when in Time of War theſe Markets are ſupplied, they will 
be the more ſo in Time of Peace, by which Means the Diſtillers are of Neceſſity _ 
confined in the Sale of their Spirits to the County, which leads the Committee 
to be clearly of Opinion that One Still in One Pariſh is ſufficient to the internal 
Conſumpt of the County. The Highland Diſtillers are aware of the great Weight 
of Intereſt the Lowland Diſtillers bring into the Field againſt them, and it is 
owing to their Repreſentations that they are now burdened very unexpectedly 
with the preſent Duty of £.6. 105. per Gallon, under which Duty the Committee 
are clearly of Opinion the Highland Diſtilleries cannot exiſt, though they are in 

that Predicament juſt now, having laid in their Stock of Grain, Servants engaged, 
and providing Fuel, that they mutt proceed, though without a Pre ſe&t of indem- 
nifying themſelves. It may appear a Paradox, but it is a certain Fact, that the 
Lowland Diſtillers underſold the Diſtillers of this County, both in this agen and 
the Orkneys, at every Period of the advanced Duties. 5 

But the Reaſon is obvious from their local Situation. The Quality of thee 
Grain, good Roads, and every Mode of Conveyance, with Liberty of ſending their 
Spirits to every Quarter of the Kingdom at large, and Coals for Fuel, while the 
Highland Diſtillers are confined in every Reſpect, having only Pear or Turf for 
Fuel, which greatly retards the Diſtillery Operations, and providing which occaſions 
much Labour, Expence, and 'Time hardly credible. 
The Committee wiſhing to ſtate the Buſineſs in one Point of Views, they en 
the certain Expence and ſuppoſed Returns of a Forty Gallon Still, under the pre- 
ſent Duty of J. 6. 105. per Gallon, which by any Opinion they can form is far 
above the Rate of Duty the Highland Stills can pay. It is an eaſy Tranſition when 
Duties are lowered to lower the Price of Spirits, but very difficult to raiſe the Price 
of Spirits when the Duties are advanced, which the Diſtillers find OY SIP 
on the Jate Advance of the Duty. 8 . | 


; QAM Tl T : of GRAIN fora 40 Gallon STILL, as allowed by the 
preſent Falling Law. _ 


To 450 Bolls, at 16s, per Boll: is few 8 4 20 — 


To Duty, at C. 6. 10 5. per Gallon V' „ 
To Servants Wages and Maintenance 300 — — 
To Fuel for the Still and Malt Kiln — - — 40 — — 
To 10 per Cent. on Utenſils, Value .. 50 8 85 = 5 — — 
To 7 + per Cent. on Malt Barn and Still Route 1 % 11 ob 
T o incidental Charges of tranſporting Grain and Spirits, Calls wr = 
holding Spirits, repairing Brewing Utenſils, &c. 30 mm — 
| T o Inlake of Spirits in the 88 orcs TH leaking of Caſks in i 
| 1 hem „„ —— 20 — 
* 
By 1, 800 Gallons of pure Spirits, ſay, at the higheſt Computation, 
at 7s. per Gallon, which the Committee ſuppoſe only, as they are 
very uncertain what the Price may be from the Reaſons above | 
advanced e ms 7m 71877 i gene 
J. 126 5 — 
. —— > 
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By this Statement the Diſtiller has nothing to compenſate the above Balance' of 
. 126 againſt him but the Offals of the Diſtillery, which, by whatever Mode of 


Management, will come far ſhort of this Loſs, 

The Committee, before cloſing their Report, beg Leave to repreſent, for the 
Information of the Honourable Commiſſioners and Lords of Treaſury, a Circum- 
ſtance, if not provided againſt, may be injurious to the Highland Diſtillers. 
The Conſumers will not purchaſe their Spirits until reduced by Water, which 
the Diſtillers from Experience only know how to temper. To reduce it to that 
Degree the Conſumers require will take on an Average One Fourth Water of a 
certain Quality, This places the Diſtillers in a ſingular Predicament, and will of 
courſe ſwell their Stock, and conſequently make them liable in 2 5. 8 d. per Gal- 
lon over and above the Quantity allowed. The Committee would humbly ſuggeſt, 
that a Quantity of Water, ſay One Fourth, ſhould be allowed at the Sight of 


the Officer of the Diviſion, that the Spirits may be reduced to effect a Sale, with- 


out being liable for 25. 8 d. for the Overplus. If the Committee are not miſ- 
taken, the Diſtiller is limited to the ſame Quantity of Spirits by the former Act, 


While their Quantity of dry Malt by the preſent Act is increaſed 200 Bolls, which 


the Committee preſumes is an Overſight, and which they hope will come under 


the Conſideration of Parliament. 
Signed for and by Appointment of the Committee, 


(Signed) Bon. Henderſon, Preſes. - 


Sin, N Strathpepper, 24th Auguſt 1797. 

* YOUR Favour of 1cth Inſtant came to Hand, calling for my Opinion of 
the ſubjuined Queries, with Anſwers thereto. I have been a legal Diſtiller ſince 
the Regulation of the Duty of Twenty Shillings the Gallon on the Content of 


the Stills took place, and I do not believe in all that Time my Still of 40 Gallons 


made ſo much Spirits, One Year with another, as the Law allowed, for moſt Part 
owing to the Poortith of our Bear when compared with what grows in England, 
or even in the South of Scotland, As to Fuel, I now find it my Intercſt to bring 
Coal from Newcaſtle, rather than be at the Trouble and Expence, and after all 
run the Riſk of loſing the Whole, or at leaſt the moſt Part, owing to the Rains in 
our Climate for ſome Years back. | 
In Sutherlandſhire, where my Still is, a County at leaſt 24 Miles ſquare, the 
Duty now of £.6 105. the Gallon I mean to try, though I believe none elſe will 


in that vaſt Tract of Highlands; and even when 1 do, I run a great Riſk of loſing 


by the Tal, as in my. Idea it will be impoſſible to ſuppreſs illegal Diſtillation, even 
at the preſent Duty; what then will be the Conſequence if the Duty is augmented ? 
I will take the Liberty to ſoretel, there will be few, or none, will take a Licence, 
and ſeeing the Highlanders can hardly exiſt in their cold and barren Mountains 
without Spirits of ſome Kind, they will doubtleſs carry up Corn and Malt 20 Miles 
from where a Grain of either ever grew, and there with Impunity diſtil what will 
ſerve themſelves, without, in my Opinion, a Poſſibility of Detection, as they will, 
and now do, ſhift their Place of working Twice, if not Thrice a Weck. This is 
all occurs to me on the Subject, and am, : 
„„ | Sir, | 
I Your reſpectſul humble Servant, 
(Signed) James Boog. 


Gray Campbell, Eſquire, Colector of Exciſe, Thurſo. 
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Honoured Sins, | Eos. 5 
IN obedience to your Honours' General Order of 4th Inſtant, I had a Meeting 
with ſome of the moſt intelligent Diſtillers in this Collection, reſpecting the 
Rate of Duty, and other Circumſtances therein required to be laid before your 
Honours. „„ CC ET 

I herewith ſend the State they have made out, from which it will evidently 
appear, the great Loſs they would ſuſtain by taking out Licences upon the pre- 
ſent high Duty. And from my Knowledge of their Trade I am of Opinion they 
have ſlated their Outlays at a very low Rate, and they have rated their Spirits 

much higher than ever they got or can expe&t.—Tf they are confined as the laſt 
Act directs, they certainly never can take out Licences; and I humbly preſume 


to ſay, that if the Duty is above Half more of what is preſently paid, they cannot 


live. Even upon the preſent Duty, and though the Line ſhould not be circum- 
ſcribed, he has enough to do to compete with the Smuggler and Low Country 
Diſtiller; and if the Duty is augmented above what is here ſtated, private Diſtilla- 
tion will be introduced in Defiance of the Officers, and the Revenue will be en- 
tirely loſt, particularly as the Highland private Diſtiller will having nothing to 
loſe, but every Thing to gain. The exorbitant Tenant will have it in his Power 
to ſell his Bear to theſe Smugglers, at a Rate that muſt put it entirely out of the 
Power of the Poor to purchaſe it for Bread; an Inſtance of which happened the- 
Beginning of this Seaſon, before the licenſed Diſtillers commenced, when the 
Bear was bought up at from Thirty to Thirty-five Shillings per Boll, which the 
legal Diſtiller has now brought down to Twenty Shillingss. . 
From the above State I humbly preſume it will appear to your Honours, that a 


moderate Duty will greatly increaſe the Revenue, and ſecure a cheap Market for 5 


the Poor. 
1 „ 
Honoured Sirs, „„ 
Your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
Campbeltown, 


| (Signed) "Tour," MK. 
. Auguſt 25th, 1797. 4 


MEMORIA L by the Diſtillers of the Burgh of Campbeltown and its 
_ Vicinity, to the Honourable the Commiſſioners of Exciſe for Scotland, | 


| IN purſuance of your Honours Letter of the 4th Inſtant; to the Col- 

lector of Exciſe here, and communicated to the Memorialiſts, they beg Leave to 
ſtate, for the Information of the Commiſſioners and Lords of the Treaſury,” 

That previous to the Act laying a Duty on Stills, inſtead of Malt and Spirits, 

as formerly, there were few or no regular Stills that were entered or paid the Duty 
in the Highlands of Scotland, _ 0 22 + 
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That notwichſtanding the Vigilance of the Exciſe Officers, the Country was 
then fully ſupplied at a reaſonable Rate with ſmuggled Whiſkey, made both in 
Town and Country. | | PSs 

That when the Duty was taken off the Malt, and in lieu thereof a Duty of 
One Pound, and afterwards of One Pound Ten Shillings per Gallon, laid on the 
Content of the Still, the licenſed Diſtiller was able to cope with and underſell 
the Smuggler; hence the Decline and Ruin of the latter, the carrying on of the 
fair Trade, and the Increaſe of the public Revenue. . | 
hat notwithſtanding the Duty laſt Year was raiſed to Two Pounds Ten 
Shillings per Gallon on the Content of the Still, yet the moſt of the former 


| licenſed Diſtillers in this Diviſion took out Licences for a Year, from iſt De- 


cember laſt, but they have laboured ſince under ſume Diſadvantages, by which 
the moſt of their Stock of Spirits is ſtill on Hand, and many of them in con- 
ſequence are on the Eve of Bankruptcy, for the Want of Money to ſupport and 
6 8 „„ 1 

bat this Want of Sale ariſes from their not being enabled to ſell their 
Spirits ſo cheap as formerly, in conſequence of which the Smuggler carries on, 
on a more limited Scale, his contraband Trade, and underſells the fair Trader. 
The Lowland Diſtillers have likewiſe interfered to a greater Degree, by ſending 
large Quantities of Spirits into the Highland Diſtricts, and ſelling at a much 


cheaper Rate than could be afforded by the Diſtillers in theſe Diſtricts; and 


TO" the Lowland Diſtiller paid a much higher Duty than the Highland Diſ- 


_ tiller, he was enabled to make Spirits at a much cheaper Rate, from the Advan- 


tages he enjoyed — ſuch as having a Still of any Size, and not being reſtricted 
in the Quantity of Spirits diſtilled Annually—being allowed to diſtil from every 
Kind of Grain (Wheat excepted) and alſo from Roots, Herbs, or other Sub- 
ſtances that Spirits could be extracted from—having Liberty to ſell his Spirits 
in any Part of the United Kingdom—Theſe with other Advantages gave him 


a decided Superiority over the poor Highland Diſtiller, who was cramped in 


every Stage of the Bulineſs, being confined to a Forty Gallon Still—to Bear, 
the Growth of his poor bleak Diſtrict—and the Sale of his Spirits confined 


: # \ 5 


to the Highland Diſtricts. 


Theſe were the Advantages and Diſadvantages, as far as the Memorialiſts 
could ſee or underſtand, that the Diſtiller enjoyed and laboured under in Scot- 
land, previous to the Act paſſed laſt Seſſion of Parliament, laying further 
heavy additional Duties on the Contents of the Stills, commencing from the 


* laſt:— What the Effect of that Act may be in the Low lands, it would 


reſumption in the Memorialiſts to ſay, but from the Experience they have 


had of the Buſineſs in their own Diſtricts, and from the above candid Statement, 


they may aver with Certainty, that there will not be One Licence taken out in 
this Diſtrict, nor do they believe in any other Part of the Highland Diſtricts, 
while the preſent high Duties continue on the Diſtilleriee . 

That their Reaſons for averring this Fact proceeds from their local Situation, 


where Smuggling will always be carried on when the Price of Spirits exceeds a 


certain Limit, not only in their own Country, which is ſo well calculated for 
ſuch a Trade, by Mountains, Glens, and Caves, but alſo in the Importation of 
that Article from Ireland, to which they lie fo contiguous, and where the pure 
Spirits have lately been bought at from 45. to 65. per Gallon, The Memorialiſts 


therefore are led to think, that if the Duty is laid on, ſo as that the Spirits could 


be afforded to be fold at the very higheſt at 75. per Gallon, the Revenue might 
be benefitted, and the fair Trader enabled to cope with the Smuggler. They 


therefore ſubmit the following State of the Coſt and Expence attending a Year's 


Work of a 40 Gallon Still, with as near a Calculation as poſſible of the Quan- 
. 293 
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| 4 4 Bear or Malt that can be wrought, ſuppoſed to be the fame as has been and 
may be got from the Grain laſt Seaſon; viz. 5 


237 50 Gallons. Whiſkey, from 500 Linlithgow Bolls of Kintyte Bear or Bigg, be- 
ing at the Rate of ij Gallons per Boll, the uſual Quantity it generally pro- 
| 


duces, ſuppoſed to ſell. at the very | Fignelt at N Shillings per Gallon, will 
amount to — L. 962 10 — 

To which add the Value the Waſte | 3 — 15 — 30 DT 

_ Groſs Annual Produce of a 40 Gallon Still „ e 992 10 — 


Coſt and Charges. 


500 Bolls, Liolichgow Meaſure, of Bear or Bigg, being as much as 
a 40 Gallon Still can work in the Year, and make good Spirits of 
at 205. per Boll, being below what moſt of the Diſtillers paid for 
laſt Crop; and it is thought, from the Riſe on Rents, Servants 
Wages, Tax on Horles, &c, that it never can afterwards be 
afforded cheaper without ruining the Tenants = /. 500 — — 


Rent of Malt Barns, Brewhouſe, $06 Cellars — 24 — 
Servants Wages — — — 70 — — 
Mill Dues and Cartage to mad from M IL, &, w= 26 — = 
Soap, Lights, and Dough — — — 12 — — 
| Waſte and Repair of Utenſils — — 20 — — 
Inſurance and Incidental Expences =— _ — 20 — — 7 37 —— 


1 25 5 10 3 
From which there will fall to be deducted for ths Diſtiller's In- : 
tereſt on Advance of Money and Profit on the Trade, which 
ought to be L. 15 per Cent. on Amount of Sales, being as little 
as he ſhould have on ſuch a Trade, and which will hardly be ſuf. 
fcient ſhould his Spirits not ſell in the Courſe of the Year: 

— beſides that bad Debts mey” be expected — — — 148 17 6 


Remains for Duty — — — —4. 106 1 3 6 
being J. 2. 135. 4d. on the Contents of a 49 Gallon Still. 


It is hoped the preceding State will appear clear, accurate, and candid ; and 
it is a certain Fact, which the Scots News- paper can teſtify, that the Lowland 
Diſtillers advertiſed and fold their Spirits this Year from 25. 2d. to 6s, per 
Gallon :—at what Rate they can afford to ſell them, with the additional Duty 
laid on laſt Seſſion of Parliament, Time only can ſhew ; bur if they can, as they 
did heretofore, ſell as cheap as the Highland Diſtillers, the Line of Partition 
between them ſhould be aboliſhed in ſo far as regards the Sale of their Spirits, 
and Liberty granted to both to ſell their Spirits wherever they can find Market; 
and even this would be no Reaſon for putting them on an Equality with Reſpect 
to the Duty, the Produce of a Still in the Highlands not amounting to Half the 
Duty payable by the Lowland Diſtiller. But ſhould there be a Diſtinction of 
Bounds made, the Lowland Diſtiller ſhould not, no more than the Highland Diſ- 
tiller, have Liberty to interfere or paſs the Limits with his Spirits for Sale, each 
being confined to his own Diſtrict. 

That the new Act of Parliament, making another Line in the Highland Dic. 
tricts, would of itſelf, although there 3 no higher Duty Polen, ſtrike at the 

| Root 
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Root of the Buſineſs altogether in this Diſtrict. For there are many Parts in the 
new Highland Diſtrict that do not produce as much Bear or Bigg in many 
Miles as would keep One Still working for Three Months in the Year; hence 
the Neceſſity of one Part of theſe Diſtricts ſupplying the Wants of the other in 
that and other Articles, and therefore the abſolute Neceſſity of the whole High- 
land Diſtricts being put on one Footing, as formerly, by One Line of Diviſion be- 
twixt and the Lowland Diſtricts. | 
That there were not ſo many Stills in the Highland Diſtricts as was ſufficient 
for the Conſumpt of the Whole, ſo that they were in Part ſupplied by the Low 
Country, and therefore any that might, if it be poſſible that any could be ſmug- 
| gled from the Highlands, muſt have been very trifling, and only on Account of 
Its ſuperior Quality, PE | 

Upon the Whole, the Memorialiſts are as deſirous as any other Claſs to con- 
tribute to the Public Revenue, and that the Tax on their Stills ſhould be as high 
2s to raiſe the Price of Spirits to the higheſt Rate poſſible, ſo that the Smuggler 
would not be able to underſell the fair Trader, which he moſt certainly would if 
the Price was raiſed than above ſtated, for the Reaſons therein adduced.— All 
which is moſt humbly ſubmitted. Subſcribed by a Committee of the Diſtillers, at 
Campbeltown, the Twenty-fourth Day of Auguſt 1797. 


„„ (signed) cb Galbraath, 
3 | Fan Eiger. 
Natl Harvey. 


scorcHDISTILLERT. Appendix, N 41. or 


N. 10.—ARGYLE, N. COLLECTION. 


| e Oban, 7th September 179). 
HoxvouR ABLE GENTLEMEN, 5 1 18 7 
ON the 5th Inſtant, 1 called a Meeting of the moſt intelligent Diſtillers, in this 
Collection, to get from them the Information required by your Honours in your 
General Letter of the 4th Ultimo; and incloſed is the Statement made up by them, 
wherein they ſhew a Loſs of . 44, on carrying on a Forty Gallon Still at the pre- 
ſent Duty of J. 6. 105. per Gallon, 5 F 
I have, however, to obſerve on this Statement, that in my Opinion the Average 
of Eighteen Pints from their Boll is too little, as I know it is a Practice with 
moſt of the Diſtillers in this Country to engage a Perfon to make Spirits for 
them, and who gives them Twenty Pints from the Boll, and this without any 
Wages, he taking his Chance of the Surplus Spirits for it. EE 
The Price of the Spirits I alſo think too low rated, as, ſince the Month of De- 
cember laſt, the loweſt Price they ſold it at was 6s. per Gallon, and for ſome Time 
at 7.5.3 and, however ſtrange it may appear, it is a Fact, that they never propoſed 
lowering the Price until the Commencement of the additional Duty, ſince which 
they have reduced it to 55. per Gallon. „ 
This, I imagine, may ariſe from a Number of them having large Stocks of it 
on Hand, and the Low Country Whiſkey coming to their Market at 45. per Gal- 
| lon, and alſo conſiderable Quantities of Iriſh Whiſkey being ſmuggled on this 
_ Coaſt, Ds Gag ¼ 8 „ newt 
The Price of Grain, I think, is alſo ſtated too high, as although for the moſt 
Part of Jaſt Year they paid 25s. and upwards, yet of late the Price was much 
lower, viz. 21s. and 225. per Boll; all theſe Things taken together would make 
a conſiderable Alteration on the Face of the Statement in Favour of the Diſ- 
tiller. | VV 7 
The Value they put on their Grains and Burnt Drink to any one in the leaſt 
acquainted with Diſtillery, muſt alſo appear low; although I am convinced, from 
the flow Manner in which they have hitherto carried on the Buſineſs in this 
Quarter, this Part of the Statement may be juſt, as not one of them ever thinks 
of feeding Cattle or Swine with their Grains, &c. but ſells it to others at a very 
low Rate; and where there are no Purchaſers, it is loſt entirely to them, as I 
have myſelf frequently ſeen both thrown to the Dunghill; indeed the Duty has 
hitherto been ſo low, that there was no Spur to Induſtry or Exertion. | 
In their Remarks it is ſaid, the Quantity allowed by Law, viz. 450 Bolls, is as 
much as can be done with a Forty Gallon Still, but I believe there is little Doubt 
but more couid be made even with a Thirty Gallon one. ts 3 
I have only to add, that moſt of the Diſtillers preſent were of Opinion they could 
pay /.. 10, per Gallon on the Content of their Stills, if the Low Country Diſtillers. 
were reſtricted from Roy their Spirits within the Highland Bounds. 
am, L 
Honourable Gentlemen, 
| + Your moſt obedient and 
moſt humble Servant, 


(Signed) Thomas Roſe. 


The Honourable the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, 
Edinburgh | ms 
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Calculation for a 40 Gallon Still, 5th September 1797. 
To the Price of 360 Highland Bolls, equal to 450 Linlithgow 


HBeoolls, taken at 255. — — 1.450 — — 
Duty, at J. 6. 105. per Gallon — — „„ 
Tear and Wear of the Utenſils — — — 15 — — 
Servants | | — — : — — $5 — — 


Grinding Malt, Horſe and Cart, felling Spirits, Candles, &c. 60 aha = 


OW. 8 


lithgow Bolls) reckoning that each ſuch Highland Boll will 
yield 18 Scotch Pints, making in all 3,240 Engliſh Gallons 


at 5. 6.4. „ N 5 — F 89] — — 
Value of 360 Highland Bolls, Grains, at 15, — 10 . 
dr e 9 =". —* 


TMALKS. 


That although this Statement ſhews an apparent Loſs, yet thoſe inclined to go 


on, conſidering the Quantity of Grain, &c. on Hand, and being engaged for Rent 


and Servants Wages, evidently fee they would loſe more by ſtopping, provided 
Spirits maintain the Value ſuppoſed. 55 
This Calculation ſhews an Average for the Diſtrict of Lorn, comprehending 
the Pariſhes of Appin, Ardchattan and Muckairn, Kilmore and Kilbride, Kil- 


ninver and Kilbrandon. Some particular Spots Grin is of a better Quality, and 


ſome Parts worſe; but upon the Whole very inferior to Low Country, or the 


| Grain of the Intermediate Space. That being reſtrited from getting any Grain 


from, or ſending Spirits to what is called the Intermediate Line, the Sale of Spirits 


is ſo circumſcribed, that a great Fall in the Price may be dreaded, particularly as 
| Whiſkey is brought in great Quantities from the Lowlands, and ſold at the Rate 


of 45. per Engliſh Gallon, ſay 15. 64. under the Price mentioned in the above 
Calculation, and from which it evidently appears, that unleſs the Duty is modified 


to /. 5. per Gallon, it would be neceſſary to reſtrict the Lowland Diſtillers from 


ſending their Spirits to the North Line. It cannot be ſuppoſed that a Highland 
Diſtiller will riſk his Spirits to the l owlands, and take 35s. 64. there per Gallon, 


that brings 5s. 6d. at Home. It is the vnanimous Opinion that no more than 


the Quantity, ſay 360, equal to 450 Linlichgow Bolls, can be manufactured in a 
40 Gallon Still, without hurting the Quality of the Spirits, and rendering it unfig 
for Sale as Highland Whiſkey. | | 
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 HonovRABLy Sins, ! ' CERT th Tipton et hw bars 47h 
INCLOSED are the Sentiments of the Highland Diſtillers in this Collection 
on the Diſtillery Act, on which I beg Leave to make a few Remarks, as required 

by your Honours Orders, dated th Auguſt laſt. „ 

The Diſtillers in the preſent Act are allowed 500 Bolls Malt to a 40 Gallon 
Still, and only 1, 660 Gallons Spirits, being the Proportion formerly allowed. 
on 250 Bolls; this is one great Objection they have to the preſent Act. From 
every Information I can obtain, a Diſtiller that underſtands the Buſineſs takes 
from a Boll of Malt in this Country from 8 to 10 Gallons of Spirits, if 
they were allowed the ſame Proportion on the 500 Bolls, as formerly allowed 
on the 250 Bolls, the Spirits ſhould be 3,320 Gallons, which is ſhort, at 8 Gallons 
from the Boll, 680 Gallons. Suppoſe they were allowed 3,320 Gallons to a 40 
Gallon Still, at J. 9 per Gallon, the Duty is 25. 24. per Gallon, and after the 
Malt Duty is deducted, Duty is 1 s. 8+9. per Gallon, I am of Opinion that 
this is more than equal to the Lowland Diſtillery Duty, from the Difficulty attend- 
ing the Manufacture, the ſlow Method of Operation, the circumſcribed Situation, 
and the great Number of private Diſtillers that is round them, which will con- 
tinue, ſuppoſe the Premium had been allowed, and without the Gentlemen of the 


Counties take an active Part in the Suppreſſion of that illegal Trade, it will neyer 


be prevented. I am of Opinion if they were inclined to put a Stop to illegal Diſ- 
tillation, neither Premiums nor Check Officers would be neceſſary, if Activity was 
ſhewn from the reſpective Officers, I differ widely from them as to the Line of 
Demarcation, taking in all Northward of the River Dee; if this was allowed, I 
am convinced they would meet the Lowland Diſtiller in the North of that Line, 
at . 18 per Gallon; although the Lowland Diſtiller ſells in this Place from 34. to 
3.5. 8 d. per Gallon, the advance Price given for the Highland Spirits, would in 
my Opinion make up for every Difficult 7. 
SL Ps = DO bak 9021 I am, Honourable Sirs, 

our moſt obedient and moſt humble Seryant, 15 

„ (Signed) Fuanes M. Farlane. 

23d Auguſt 1797. 


. S Gare Side of Culfalmond, 14th Auguſt 1797. 
AT a Meeting of Licenſed Diſtillers of this Diſtrict, held here this Day, 
for the Purpoſe of taking into their Conſideration Copy of a General Letter from 
the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, communicated to them by Mr. Macfarlane, Acting 
Collector at Aberdeen, Thomas Simpſon, Diſtiller, in Old Meldrum, being choſen 
Preſes ; after duly conſidering the ſame, the Meeting were unanimouſly of the 
following Opinion reſpecting the Diſtillery Buſineſs in this Part of the Country; 
VIZ. | | ; 


6 M — . 1ſt, That 
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itt. That a Still of Forty Gallons Contents, working Night and Day, cannot 
conſume more than 500 Bolls of Bear Annually, owing to the Time a Still of ſuch 
Dimenſions takes to run off, on Purpoſe to make pure good Spirits, 


2d, That from 1 Pints of Spirits is the higheſt general vantit ex- 
tracted from the Boll of of loch Grain as this Diſtrict uſually produces. r 


zd. The Expence of carrying on à Forty Gallon oe to ene 1 0 Boll 5 55 
they find will be Annually as follows : 


500 Bolls Bear, on an eee 1 Tem Lond — L. goo —— 
_ Grinding the Malt r 00 e 01: ES, — 
Four Servants f off ww — 
| Fire, conſiſting of Coals J Cindety, generally Ted by os ũ5„ 
Trade, 208 Bolle Coals, at 45; and 208 Bolls Coder a 


15s. 8 4. including Carriage — 15 10 12 — 5 _ 
Incidemal Charges, | Houſe Rem, Waſte of Apparatus Lights, | 
0 1 16 8 — — 1 


Managing 2 | Buſineſs, Riding Expenees Carriage 6 


2 inert of to : 15 e 2 — —— — 
— — 


Toca, enclube of Daiy | - PEE 12 — 


ach. The Meeting are alſo of Opinion, that, provided Fig are allowed; to 
ſend their Spirits for: Sale to the Sea Coaſt, from the Mouth of the River Dee 
Northward, they might be enabled to pay a Duty of C. 6 Sterling per Gallon, and 
no more, as in heh preſent circumſcribed ation it would be Os; ” 
them to find Conſumpt for their Spirits, 1 


th. The Meeting are of Opinion, that any higher er Duty thin Six Pounds mm 
64 or any other Line of Demarcation in this Patt of the Couutry, would 
amount to a total Prohibition of legal diſtilling, and be a certain Means of intro- 
ducing Smuggling both of Forcign and Home-made Spirits in the higheſt Degree, 
which the taking away from the Officers the Premium on (Fixing legal Stills will 
greatly contribute to. 

The foregoing Reſolutions being the unanimous Sentiments of the Meeting, 
their Preſes was authorized to ſign them in their Name, and tranſmit them to Mr. 
| Wenne to be forwarded to Ys Honourable the Commiſſioners of Exciſe, 


| (Signed) The. Os 


At Huntly, the 8th Day of Auguſt 3 11 Diſtillers j in _ 
Huntly Diſtrift, being in Number Fourteen, licenſed to the Amount of 550 
Gallons, have taken — Conſideration the Genc ral Letter communicated to us 
by Mr. Stewart, Superviſor of this Diſtrict, le h our Opinion thereon. The 
Meeting has made Choice of William Malcolm, in Greenhaugh, Licenſed Diſ⸗ 


tiller, their Preſes. 

iſt. The _— having hen into Conſideration the Quantity of Bear thst 
a Forty Gallon Stil — conſume by working Day and Night, are of O — 
that 500 Bolls is the utmoſt that can be done in the Highland Diſtrict o : 


and, owing the Tire the Sl wakes i running i fe ake good r. 
5 205. 


- 


4 
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2dly, T hey are alſo of Opinion, that the Quantity of Spirits ariſing from 
the 10 Grain, at an Average Computation, will not exceed from 13 to 14 
Pints from each Boll. | 

3dly. The Meeting does erm, late the Expence in carrying on the above 
Diftilling. kar Qbde Tear, . Tit of 


q „ OS 991 


fo #5: 
500 Bolls Bear, Average Oe for T hree Years back, at „„ 
Four Servants, at J. 20. nhl 80 — . 
440 Barrels of Coals, at 1 s. 7 d. — — 43416 8 
Carriage of Ditto, 21 Miles, at 1 5. 64. — — 15 — 
y Carriage of Ditto, at 15. 34. N — „„ ts 4 
JJV 
Annual f Repairs of Houſes and App aratus — e "24 10 — 
Carriage of Spirits and managing the Work — 50 l 
Riding Charges and incidental Expences, &c. Kc. 


48 I; — 
Into of Money laid out on the Trade, W be Advance 5 BR, 55 1525 5 
of Duty — 8 ZN 


2 3 


” A 


4thly. The Meeting are alſo of Opinion, that the Line of Penne bor t che 
Highland Diſtrict ſhould extend from the Mouth of the River Dee, and all 
by North of the Grampian Hills. If this Line of Demarcation were allowed, 
the Meeting thinks they might be enabled to a; Sg Duty of Six Pounds Sterling 
per Gallon, and no more. | 

Sthly. The Meeting are alſo of Opitlon, that any higher Duty than Six Pounds. 
per Gallon, or any other Line of Demarcation, will amount to a total Prohibi- 
tion of legal diſtilling in this Diſtrict, and will more and more increaſe the 
Number of illegal Stills in this Country, ef] cally as the Premium for Seizure 
of them is withdrawn from the Officers of Extiſe, 

6thly. The foregoing Reſolutions being the unanimous Sentiments of the 
Meeting, do hereby authorize the faid William Malcolm, their Preſes, to 2535 
them, and traaſmit this Copy to Mr. damen. ee 0 this ie 
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| — of a LETTER Som 833 Mme, col- 
lector at Stirling, to the . of Exciſe ; od 9 509 | 


Auguſt 1797. 


« IN Obedience to your Orders of hs wy Inka, 1 1 kinds lied to FM 
of the Dielen both in South and North Lines. Some of the former told me 
that gave their Opinion upon that Subject at a Meeting of che Trade held 
5 Edinburgh lately, which was communicated to your Honours; others promiſed 

were a State, but have not yet done it; and ſuch Statements as I have got 
— for your Honour's Information. 5 1 


* 2 dene of 13 North Line DISTILLERS, held at Dunblane, | 
1 Auguſt 14th 1797 5 
| Preſent Hvon CameBzLL, Fs F „„ 
| Ty M*LARES, 2 fore) ng 55 ow : 

ILLTAMSTRANG, | +: | CH, on td 


Marcou M*Faxrtane, - : 
Wurnn ParzRson, for himſelf and 
Wy eee ; Javens ren 1 


[ 


£+ 4 


ä Hun Cauypris, Peter. 


” 


The following degree in Ame to the Board? 3 General Letter & to all 
Collectors, are humbly ſubmitted: 

In the Firſt Place, the Stills in the North Line are limited to ſuch Dimenſions 
and Situations as to preclude for ever the Idea of any Perſon en ing in them 
with a View of making a Fortune, or even a decent Livelihood fo nteel 
Family, without ſome other Trade or Buſineſs in the Country, and 5 ore the 
Diſtilling in the North Line is chiefly carried on by ſmall Farmers, with the 
Aſſiſtance of their Sons and Servants. This Obſervation is confirmed by the Ten 
= "pug of the Operation, where it will not be found that any Perſon 

d in it have, during the Period, actually realized the ſmall Sum of C. 600 
oy y but Inſtances of above Twenty have became Bankrupts upon the 
Line adjacent to Stirling, and many of theſe when under the Act of 203. per 
Gallon of Licence; and many who had Licences, and Means of continuing them, 
have voluntarily reſigned ; while, on the other Hand, the South Line affords ſuch 
ſuperior Advantages to proſecute the Buſineſs, that immenſe Fortunes of £1,000 
to (. 100,000, have been made in the Courſe of Four or Five Years, and ſome of 
them by Perſons poſſeſſing no Capital or Credit, but emerging from Bankruptcy. 

This D erence ariſes from the local Situations, the Quality of the Grain, and 
the Want of Fuel in the 3 &c. as will appear by a Statement of the 
| DIR, 
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Difference, which is here ſubmitted to the Inſpection of the Board. The South 

Line Diſtillers, it is admitted, Pay heavy Licencies, but their Situations and Cir- 
cumftances will qualify them ſo to do; ſituated within a Mile or Two. of Coals 
(an eſſential Requiſite in diſtilling) in the Middle of the richeſt Soils for producing / 
the ſtrongeſt Barley, in the Vicinity of large Towns, Cities, and Shipping Places, 
whereby their great Trades are carried on with very trifling Expences, compared 
with the remote Situations of the North Line Diſtillers, at the Diſtance of 20, 30, 
and 60 Miles from Coals, in Countries where Nature has rendered the Grain ſmall 
and unproductive; the Markets for Spirits wide ard extenſive, but the Quantities 
ſmall, and therefore the Expence of every Thing very great; but a comparative 
State of the by bog will beſt exhibit theſe Facts, according to the preſeat Mode 
of working in both Lines: ) 8 


- I, By the preſent improved Manner in the South Line One Forty Gallon Still 
will diſtil in a Week 80 Bolls of Malt, of the beſt Engliſh or Scots Grain, 
whereas thoſe of the ſame Dimenſions on the North do not, on an Average, diſtil 
more than 6 to 9 Bolls in a Week, and at a much greater Expence. © 


2. From every Boll fo diſtilled in the South Line 13, 14, to 15 Gallons Proof 
Spirits are produced, whereas thoſe in the North Line no more than 8 or 9g 
Gallons are produced on an Average. This ariſes from the inferior Quality of 
Grain theſe Diſtricts produce. e „ 5 


3. Fuel for a Forty Gallon Still can be furniſhed in the South Line at J. 25 
to C. 30 Annually, whereas the Expence in the North Line will not be under 
J. 150 Sterling. Ws 25 . = „ 


Set The Expence of working is ſuppoſed equal in both Lines. 

5. The Price of Aquavite is the ſame in both Lines, viz. 4s. per Gallon ; al- 
though the Quality in the North Line is better, there is ſuch Quantities of South 
Line Aquavitæ poured into theſe Diſtricts, that the North Diſtillers can obtain no 
mars an the other in is . 888 : 


4 


Fuel 10 5. Licence, at J. 54 per Gallon, £.42 — — 42 10 


14 Gallons per Bolt is 1,120 Gallons, 4.5. is £. 224 


| Allowance for Expence and Profit — — . 9 10 . 


a A North Line 40 Gallon Still, 9 Bolls per Week, 22 4. : . 4.9 16 — : 


% Sy 


HEE WG. ao it ̃ Ü . FIGS A ¶ nas cu. 
„ „* 23 ——— —Ü2—é—ä— — . 


9 Galons per Boll is 81 Gallons, at j. — — 16 4—_ 
Apparent Lok =— . 3 4 — 


| From theſe Premiſes the following Concluſions are deducible ; - 
That a Forty Gallon Still wrought in ny South Line will afford C. 93. 10 5, 
—— T . towards 
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towards paying Working Expence and Profit per Week, when the ſame Still 
wrought on the ſame Expence on the North Line, will loſe C. 3. 44. per Week. 


Theſe Facts the Meeting offer to prove before the Board of Exciſe, or any 
other Perſon they chuſe ro nominate for that Purpoſe, by indiſputable Eyidence. 
Moreover the Number of Licences that will be vacated on the Commencement 
of the preſent additional Duties, will demonſtrate the Truth of this Statement. 
Thoſe who continue being, from their Situation of Grain, Cattle, and Servants, 
in ſome Meaſure conſtrained ſo to do, under the Idea that if a further additional 
Licence is impoſed (as is ſo vainly and fooliſhly talked of by their South Line 
Brethren, for very obvious Reaſons indeed) no leſs than to enhance a Monopoly 
of the Trade excluſively in their own Hands, both of Grain and Spirits, they will 
be relieved before the Expiry of a Year, and all legal diftilling will of courſe 
for ever ceaſe and determine in the Highlands, in which Event the Number of 
imuggling Stills, which are a moſt pernicious Evil to any Country by the De- 
ſtruction of Grain, will be ſo great as to baffle the Efforts of all the Revenue 
Officers to ſuppreſs. )) 88 
The Meeting will not here advert to the many falſe and glaring Miſrepreſenta- 
tions made by the South Line Diſtillers, of alledged Advantages and Privi- 
leges enjoyed by the North Line, theſe are all anſwered by one Conſideration, 
viz, that if they were ſo, the South Line Gentlemen are not precluded from the 
Enjoyment of them, and were they ſerious in their Aſſertions, their enterprizing 
Spirit would lead them to graſp at them, but not One of them ever having done 
ſo, completely refutes their invidious Aſſertions: And in further Confirmation 
thereof, we offer to eſtabliſh, by the Evidence of a reſpectable South Line 
Diſtiller, that he would rather work under the South Line Act at L. 54 per 


Gallon, than under the North Line Act, at £.9 per Gallon in the very Place 


| where he now diſtils ; this Gentleman knows both Lines, having diſtilled under 
the North Line Act Seven Years, and Three Years ſince that under the South 
Line, in the very ſame Place, which then was in the North Line, and now is 
within Two or Three Miles of the preſent ; this muſt ariſe from the unbounded 
Liberty of ſending his Spirits where he pleaſes. But one Thing may be mentioned 
as obvious to the Board of Exciſe, viz. that ſuppoſing 300 Stills in the Highlands, 
each to diſtil 8 Bo ls on an Average, at 8 Gallons per Boll per Week, is 938,400 
_ Gallons, and ſuppoſe there are in theſe Diſtricts only 500,000 People, this will 
not afford Two Gallons to each Perſon Yearly, which is much leſs than is uſed, 
| beſides what goes to Sea for the Fiſheries, and is conſumed by Travellers and 
otherways. Indeed they may preſume an equal, if not a greater, Quantity of 
Spirits is ſent from the Lowlands into theſe Diſtricts than what is diſtilled in 
them; from all which it will appear how vague and idle it is for theſe Gen- 
tlemen to aſſert that any N of the leaſt poſſible Conſideration is or can be 
ſmuggled into the Lowlands in the Face of ſevere Penalties, Forfeitures, and well- 
guarded Lines by Revenue Officers and others. But in order to place the Subject 
in a more clear Point of View, we ſhall ſtate what will be neceſſary to produce, 
from the legal Quantity of Malt, by a 40 Gallon Still, in the Middle Line under 
the preſent Law, to meet the Expence of a Year's diſtilling ; Malt, by the 

1 of the preſent Crop, will be 25. to 35, per Boll higher than at 
—_—_— - I 


500 Bolls 
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500 Bolls Barley, at 225. — | — — 45 550 — 

Malting Ditto, 15. per Boll — — — 25 — 
Grinding and Carriage to and from Mil! ——— — 25 — — 
Coals for diſtilling and drying Malt — 130 — — 
Barm for Ditto, and Carriage — — — 30 — 
Two Mens' Wages, at 25. per Day — — 62 8 — 
Candle and Soap „ _ — Og es nw 
Neceſſary Repair of Utenſils, a Year — — 30 — 
Houſe Rents — — — — 156 —— 
Wages allowed a Perſon to conduct the Buſineſs — 31 4 — 
Carriage of Spirits, and Incidents  — — 25 —— 
Drams to Servants and others e WT — 25 — — 
Licence at J. 9 per Gallon — — — 360 — — 


13 Gallons per Boll of 500 Bolls, at 45s. C. 1,300 — — 
Value of the Grains, . — 24 


—1,322 12 — 


$77 


By this State, which is calculated upon the leaſt poſſible Expence which can be 
incurred, it would require 8 Pints per Boll, or One Third of the preſent Quantity 
more Produce than ever was found on an Average in the Highlands, to reimburſe 
the Expence, without any Allowance for Profit. EL . 


: | „ Hugb Campbell, 5 Preſes, | 


In conſequence of a Letrer received by Mr. Hunter from the Collector, a 
Meeting of Diſtillers was called, and there appeared at Mr. Allan's, on Saturday 
the 12th Auguſt 1797, Meſſieurs John Witherſpoon, Duncan M*Andrew, Thomas 
Black, Alexander M*Lieſh, John M*Innes, John Buchan, John Drummond for 
John Fenton, all Licenſed Diſtillers in the Neighbourhood, and were of Opinion 
that Five hundred Bolls of Barley may be diſtilled by a Forty Gallon Still, by 
working Night and as and from each Boll Five Gallons of pure Spirits, or at 
Times, from the beſt of our Grain, nearly Six Gallons may be produced, Expence 
attending this will be at leaſt C. 200. ; as under, viz. Five Shillings per Day for 30 
Stones Coals, at 2 4. per Stone, with Five Shillings per Day for Three Servants, 
at 20d. each, and Twenty Pounds for other incidental Charges, and at preſent 
cannot bring above Six Shillings per Gallon pure Spirits, owing to the South 
Diſtillers puſhing 1n their Spirits, or rather bad Stuff amongſt us at a much in- 
ferior Price, and in conſequence of which ſeveral of the neighbouring Diſtillers 
have the moſt of their Quantity ſtill on Hand, From theſe Circumſtances, and our 
local Situation, we ſee it clearly impoſlible for us to work under the preſent 
Law, as the South Spirits is already here in Plenty, in Price much lower than can 
be afforded from Stills of this Place, and ſuperior Advantages of the North Line, 
coming to this Town, the Line, with their Spirits made under a much lower Duty, 
having their Grain equally good, and every other Advantage we have for ſeveral 
Miles North and Weſt of this Place, which renders this Part of the Country 
unable to work with any Advantage. —- „„ 
| n . Juobn Witherſpoon. 
; Dun. M. Anarew, 
3 3 Jobn Buchan. _ 
For Alex” Bayn at Daſide Thomas Black, 
5 Alexander M. Lieſb. 
| John M* Innes. © 
_ Hugh MGrigor. 


So 
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HowovaapLe GenTLEMEN, = e Geek 


_ UPON my Receipt of your Honovurs' General Letter of mag 4th Auguſt, 
I immediarely tranſmitted Copies to all the Superviſors, as likewiſe to ſeveral of 
the Diftillers in Fife Collection, requeſting of the latter to call a Meeting of 
their Brethren in Trade, and pointed out Dumfermline as the moſt central and 
convenient Place for ſuch Meeting: That the Honourable Board, by their Ge- 
neral Order, had ſhewn a ſincere Deſire to have inveſtigated every Improvement 
that could be made or wiſhed, for the Improvement of the Diſtillery in the Low 
Country, for the Encouragement of the Fair Trader, and Security of the Revenue, 
and at their Meeting they would favour me in Writing with their Obſervations 
and Sentiments on the Subject, + on 5 „ 
This Meeting has hitherto been put off; upon my laſt Collection I ſpoke with 

| ſeveral of the Diſſ illers, but could draw no. Information from them. . 
Meſſieurs John and Robeft Stein, Diſtillers at Kennet Panns and Kilbegie, at 
laſt propoſed 3 me „enz their Opinion ; which came forward to me 
the laſt Day, and which only expreſſed that a General Meeting of the Diſtillers 
had been held in Edinburgh, and that the Sentiments of that ine had been 


laid before your Honours. | 1 0 a 
Senſible of my own Inability to offer an Opinion on this Subject, I ſhall onl 
humbly preſume to ſuggeſt, that from the Reducement of the Uuties upon Engliſh 
Coals, the Inbabitants of the Eaſtern and North Country can be ſerved in Coals 
almoſt equally cheap as thoſe more locally ſituated near to the Coal Pits in this 
Country: the Weſt of Scotland is equally well provided with Coals, Fire being 
a material Article to the Diftiller, hoch Erections, and in the Corn Countries, 
wich other local Advantages, ſuch as the Cheapneſs of Servants' Wages, and of 
Proviſions, fet down in Situations a little Diſtance from large Towns, having 
great Advantages, and on that Account am of Opioiop that in the whole Lowland 
Countries in Scotland, the Diſtillers thould fall under the ſame Medium of Duty 


upon the Contents of their Stills uſed in making Low Wines and Spirits, 


The Highland Country and Pariſhes therein, and in which the general Lan- 
guage of the Inhabitants is Galic or Earſe, and whereby the Climate occaſions - 
unproductive Crops, that in ſuch Pariſhes the Inhabitants might be allowed, upon 
their taking out Licences, to manufacture the Produce of their Crops into Spirits 
ſor their own Uſe only, upon Payment of Duty at a fixed Sum upon each Boll of 
Grain (including the Malt Duty) and Produce of the Pariſh, and to be allowed 
to import from the Low Country, into ſuch Pariſhes, a ſufficient Quantity of Meal 
for the Uſe of the Inhabitants, and of Barley and Oats Annually, tor ſowing their 
Ground.—And'thac proper Surety ſhould be given by the Inhabitants of ſuch 
Pariſhes, that no Spit made ſhould be removed from or carried out of ſuch Pa- 
riſn.—In this Caſe the Inhabitants of the Highlands from ſuch Indulgence could 
have no Cauſe to murmur, and the Low Country Diſtiller no Room to complain 
of their Sales being interrupted by ſmuggled Spirits from the Highlands. 

. I am, moſt ON, EE 
5 Honourable Gentlemen, 
rntiſlan , 
14 nadir Why.” OD - Your molt obliged, and 
„„ maoſt obedient humble Servant, 
(Signed) James Ogilvie. 


* 
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HoxouRABLE Sirs, 


IMMEDIATELY on Receipt of your Honours Order of the 4th Auguſt, I 
diſpatched Letters to upwards of Thirty of the moſt intelligent licenſed Diſtil- 
lers in Perth Collection, but in Return J have only received, as yet, Eight State- 


4 


ments, which I beg Leave to incloſe to your Honours. nar Haguk 22 
I have alſo endeavoured to obtain ſome additional Information on this Subject, 
from the ſeveral Superviſors and Officers; but the only Point they ſeem able to 


aſcertain is, the Quantity of Malt a 40 Gallon Still commonly manufactures each 


Week, which, in the Neighbourhood of Perth and Dunkeld, &c. where regular 
Works are erected, and Coals the only Fuel, is from 12 to 16 Bolls, Linlithgow 


Quantity is much leſs. - % 25 10% 25 ꝙ /// rat. agg" 
The Statement, (N' 7.) dated Blairgourie, the 14th Ultimo, appears to be the 
moſt accurate and impartial ; and (Ne g.) dated Water Eſk, the 22d'Ultimo, fave 


with reſpect to the Quantity of Spirits, ſeems alſo pretty near the Truth, 


| Meaſure, per Week; farther up the Country, where Peat is the principal Fuel, the 


Should any additional Statements ſtill come to Hand, I ſhall inſtancly ſor ward 


them to your Honours, | 05 
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AF Sin, 5 


IN Anſwer to the Honour of your Letter of the 12th, I have to acquaint | 


'you, that the Quantity from my Forty Gallon Still, I think, in ordinary Scaſons, 
from the Quantity of Barley of 250 Bolls, we have about 3,750 Scotch Pints. In 
Years when the Barley is well got in, it ought to produce about 4,009 Pints, or 
2,000 Engliſh Gallons. Ordinary Sale Price, when I paid /. 60 Duty, 45. and 
45. 44. per Engliſh Gallon, After the Duty came to /. 1,00, from '25. 8 d. 
to 3s. 6 d. per Pint, or 65. per Engliſh Gallon, From the Duty of C. 6. 10 5. 


oa Gallon we might ſell common Sale or Dram Whiſkey at 6 f. 8 4. or 7 4. per 


_ Engliſh Gallon, providing Smugglers could be got the better of, (which I believe 
to be more than the Exciſe Officers will be able to do: I mean unentered Stills) 
as they can always underſell the fair Trader. As to the Expences attending the 


Buſineſs: In the firſt Place there are Two Men for the Diſtillation, Wages each, 


with Victuals, £.24. Yearly. Firing, for Diſtillation of the Quantity allowed, £78. 
Total Expences, not including Houſe and Utenſils, C. 126, . From the preſent 
Quantity of Barley allowed to diſtil, ſay 250 Bolls, the Value of the Grains, &c. 
may be equal to L. 20. Value of Barley at a Medium from 18 5. to C. 1. 15. per 
Boll, and the Weight of the Barley rom. 4 5.4 Stones to 16 4, and up to 17 and 
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18 ſome Years, When up to 18 Stone, the Quantity ought to be full 4, ooo Pints 
from the 250 Bolls, the Quantity of Barley now to be allowed ; and I believe the 
Quantity to be full as much, or rather more than a Forty Gallon Still can do, and 
make good Spirits. Am told, that Jame of the Diſtillens in rhe Lower Parts can 
run up t0.9, 10, or 12 Bolls per Week, but that I never could do, and make 
good Spirits. | 5 | 
25 n Summen ſhall be moſt punctually attended to. 
2X  "Ohaverhe Honourao be, enoft reſpeBilly, 

T ks * Tor meg obedient humble 5 
L Augalt ß. e neee 


*** (o «0. ; 


genes "IN bedience do e Ihave raken the Contents of you Letter of 
the 12th Inſtant, under ſerious Conſicleration. 

Should my Sentiments be of any Service ſor che Information deſigned, 1 fal 
* them fairly and honeſtly, as far as my Knowledge and Exypericnce reach 
with reſpe& to Diſtillation in this Country. 

It would be tedious to mention all the Advantages the Lowland: Diſtillers enjoy 
alive vs, only in particular let it be obſerved, theſe People live in the Heart of 
the fineſt Corn Country, in che very Middle of Coals, ab ns ores they we 

at Freedom to ſell their Spirits in any Part of the Kingdom. . 

On the contrary we enjoy none of all theſe Advantages, as we e live in a Chaney 
where little or no good Grain is expected to grow, far diſtant from Coals, having 
no Acceſs to any Market with our Spirits over Bounds preſcribed, and what is ſtili 
«worſe, can carry no Grain from the South Side, without being ſubje& to very 
ſevere Penalty, as deſcribed in the Act. At ſame Time they are allowed to buy 
up all the bell of our Barley, leaving us little or nothing, as late Years do teſlify. 
But paſſing theſe Advantages and Diſadvantages, as they are obvious to any Man 
of common Senſe, who will notice, I go on to the particular Point in queſtion, 
namely, the Quantity of Spirits to be made with a 40 Gallon Still. When it was 
underſtood that £.9. per Gallon was laid upon the Contents of Stills in this Diſ- 
trict, I made Trial what could be done with my Still of 40 Gallons going beyond 
our ordinary Way of 3 and ſound that the utmoſt we could do was 2 Bolls 
a Day, or 12 Bolls in the Week, by work ing Night and Day ;—the Produce of 
which I found to be 12 Pints of pure Spirits per Boll, or 144 Pints in the Week. 
Now valuing the Spirits at 4. the Pint, the Produce of the Weck mill be 

L. 21. 128. And as there muſt be Loſs of Time by. Extremity of Weather or 

otherwiſe, | reckon only * Weeks in the erg the APN Amount in the Year, 

of Money will be — — & ap." 16 — 

7 Let us now ate hs whole 7” 6 5 

12 Bolls the Week; will be 576 in the Year, at | 

L. 1, per Boll, which for Reaſons beſore - men- 
iy may be the Price, will be — — 576 — — 


| 9+ 
" 8 8. ; 


tione 
2 Men ſor waiting on the Still, and 2 Men for 
making Malt and driving Saen e e <-:. 
...- each 12 Week — » 106 — 
For Coals and Cinders for 1 the Matt, Ke. 58 
will tike — — 120 * 
Incidental “ at One ES the Week, 85 
N . us hy RS. 


pe Total of E 3 
"Biel of Profit L. 190 
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By the Above State ir vll be obſerved-there is no Allowance made for TRE 7 
Loſſes by bad Debts or otherwiſe, which” "WP not be ſmall, onleſs we ſhall allow: 
the Grains and Refuſe for it. 

But perhaps my Account of the Matter may en range FA ame Men, par- 
ticularly the Priee of Spirks; but let them conſider, that if all the Stills that are 
now working were to go on in the Manner before deſcribed, Prices would be ſtill 
ts and as we have no Out Market, there would not be Demands for the 

atities-that would be made. Beſides, the People living in the North High- 
= will fill, our Markets, and of conſequence keep down our Prices, for they 
are ſo ſituated that it is next to impoſſible to keep them from making Whiſkey, 
whether they pay Duty or not. 5 

From theſe plain Cbſervations and State of the Matter, 1 preſume. it will be 
difficult to ftate a juſt Compariſon nearly proportionable to the Duty now exiſting: 
upon the TS Diſtillers, and what we ſhould pay. But I beg Leave to fay, 
we might haue gone on in ſome tolerable Manner at Z 2. 105. the Gallon, but 

b under the preſent Law, I ſuppoſe few Men williventure to take out a Licence on 
our Side; and without a confiderable Riſe of the Price of Spirits, they cannot do 
long, and that is uncertain, a8 there 1 is not ee een as bas ey” at * 


Mean ee 1 
| ROK lem Sir, 40 e 
e "Your v you homble and obedient Seve,” 1 uo 
| Merbven, es | Wi lian White, 
: 5 (6-3). 3 ths, TS 
. soul, Pariſh of Oele gave , 25th Avguſt 1797. . 


I HAVE received your printed; Letter.of the 12th Current, e the 
ſmall Stills in the Intermediate Space, and duly conſidering the ſame myſelf, and 
alſo conſulting others acquainted with the Buſineſs, the moſt accurate Infpreution 
I can give on the Subject, is as follows; (to wit.) 
It will be very difficult for moſt People to work to the Amount ol 500 Bols : 
Yearly, but ſuppoſing, with additional Expence, this _ 15 e * e - 
of Barley ſhall be the Data of Calculation, © 8 


500 Bolls Barley, ct 18s, per Boll ; 
4 Men to work the Still, drive Materia, make Mak, the. © * i 
10. per Week = 1 
5 Bolls of Coals Weekly, 6s. per Poll, including Carriage from 
Perth to this „ . 
Grinding and drying Malt, Mans Cinders = „ 
Tolls, and incidental Charges attending the Buſineſs - -<- _ 
Licence Duty, with Expence of Bond, at the new propoſed Day 
of {.9 per Gallon on a 40 Gallon Still 
Bad dF hg and Expence of collecting Money, about 
Various Utenſils, including Still, &c. amounting to 4 64, double 3 
Intereſt, and for Tear and Wear ED © 


Rent of a Barn, Kiln, and Stillhouſe, with Lofts for holding Grain 12 . — 
Intereſt of C. 90 of Duty in Advance — 4 10 — 


Bae 200 laid our on Purchaſe of Barley 7 Ces . — 


Carried over, Charge and Outlay 4. 145 10 — 
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Produce of 500 Bolls Barley: 8 Gallons of faleable”/ 
Whiſkey from a Boll of the Barley of this 
Country, is the neareſt Average I can form © 
inde 4, oo0 Gallons at 5 5. 75 Gallon, is . 1,000 — _ 

Grains and Dreg, in a Country Place, about 35.— ——— 


Loſs by the Buſineſs + < /. 110 10 — 
From the above accurate Statement it appears, that the Perſon taking out and 
aying for a Licence in the Intermediate and very circumſcribed Space, at the 
Late of the new propoſed high Duty, is certain of ſuſtaining a Loſs of about 
L. 110. 105. without any Indemnification for his Time, Trouble, and Advance of 
Money, &c. and therefore few or none, having a Purpoſe to act properly, will 
refer that Line of Buſineſs, as in fact the Duty ſeems to be an entire Prohi- 
47-6 which certainly was not the Intention of Parliament, and when the Mat- 
tcr is maturely conſidered, it will; without Doubt, be modified, af 1 rea 
Oor limited and very circumſcribed Situation can by no Means be taken in a 
comparative View with that of the Lowland great Diſtillers, who have Power and 
Liberty to ſend their Spirits to-any Place in the World where they can find the 
beſt Market, while it is next to impoſſible for us to get our Spirits off our Hand 
at even the reduced Price of 45. 8 d. per Gallon, owing to our being ſo much 


circumſcribed as to Limits for Sale, &c. and the new Plan will certainly occaſion 


- ſtill greater Difficulties, „„ . 
The Barley within our Limits is of an inferior Quality to that South of the 
Line, and we are more liable to bad Harveſts than they are. Suppoſe a Time 
when a great Part of the Crop is rotten, which happened lately, we were prohi- 
bited by Law from purchaling Grain from the earlier Parts of the Country, and 
in this Reſpect the Lowland Diſtillers had greatly the Advantage, as the Run of 
our Barley that Year did not yield more than Six Gallons a Boll. 
The Lowland Diſtillers, being for the moſt Part Proprietors of their Works, 
have erected them on a greatly improved and commodious Plan, whereby, and by 
other Means, they can work them Six Times as often as we can do, and can draw 
Five Gallons at leaſt from a Boll more than we can do; and although the Spirits 
they make are inferior to our's, they get it ſold, having the Command of all the 
eat Towns and moſt populous Country, as well as a Foreign Market. In this 
Ref & we are allo far behind them. [> , ed | 


ere the Duty modified to a Rate which we could pay, and being ſecured in it 
for a Term of Years; we certainly could improve our Works, and ſo eſtabliſh the 
(hitherto uncertain) Buſineſs, ſo that in all Probability we might be able to give 
an Advance of Duty to Government at the End of that Period, 


I am, Sir, your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
3 . | | I he > "5 a 5 5 vo : James Duff; 3 e 


* 


Cauarniehill, Pariſh of Auchtergeven, 
)))) ⁵⁵ͥ.un 8 
; Sin, . T J ĩͤ Ben oe Re es 8 do As I 5k Y We 


1 HAVE received your printed Letter of the 12th Current, reſpectin the 


mall Stills in the Intermediate Space, and duly conſidering the fame myſelf; and 


(No. 4.) 


alſo 5 bor a with he Buſineſs the molt accurate — 
1 can give on the uy is as follows; (viz.) 

It will be difficult for moſt People to work to the Amount of 500 Bolls Yearly; | 
but ſuppoſing, with-ſome additional-Expence, this mur be ne Rok A of 
Hare ſhall be the Data of Calculation, 1 ” 

oy P 4. . 


50d Bolls of Barley, at 18s, per . 55 1 1 LED an mo 
4 Men to work the Still, drive n make Mak, &c. at 103 _ 


per Week - 104 — — 

5 Bolls of Coals Weekly, 6 £ per Boll, incluing Carriage bom 1 © 
Perth to Auchterge ven - 1 — 78 — 
Grinding and drying Malt, including Cinders TT, — 30 —— 
Tolls and incidental Charges attending the Buſineſs - 25 — — 
Licence Duty, with Expence of Bond =—- «5 Ee. #7 OY, a 
Bad Debts, and Expences collecting Money, about = 50 —ä— 

For Barm, 10s, per Week =—_ 1% - 2 — ö 
Various Utenſils, including Still, &c. amounding ' to . 7 double % 
Intereſt thereon, for Tear and Wear - „ 

Rent of a Barn, Kiln, and An with Lofes for holding 

Grain, &c. ' - - - 5 
Intereſt of J. 90. Duty in Advance 4 „„ 4 $0 -- 
| Intereſt of C. 200 laid out on the Purchaſe of Barley — 10 — 


Aggregate Charge of diſtilling 500 Bolls Barley 1.1155 — — 


Produce of 500 Bolls Rs: : 8 Gallons of ſaleable 
7 Whiſkey from a Boll of Barley of the Country, 
is the neareſt Average I can form; 8 Gal- 


Ions, at 55. per Gallon, is — L. 1, 00 — — 2 285 
| Grains and SOS: ina ae Fer, about. 35 — — 3 
e e NT IAG. nn v7 
| Loft by the Buſineſs - 5 Ae = 3 2 C. 110 "> 


From the above accurate Statement it appears, that the Perſon bing out 
and paying for a Licence in the Intermediate and very circumſcribed Space, at 
the Rate of the new propoſed high Duty, is certain of ſuſtaining a Loſs of about 
J. 110. 104. without any Indemnification for his Time, Trouble, and Advance 
of Money, &c. and therefore few, or rather none, having a Purpoſe to act pro- 
perly, will prefer that Line of Buſineſs ; as, in fact, the Duty ſeems to be an en- 
tire Prohibition, which certainly was not the Intention of Parliament; and when 
the Matter is maturely conſidered, it will, without Doubt, be modified. 

Our limited and very much circumſcribed Situation can by no Means be taken 
in a comparative View with that of the Lowland great Diſtillers, who have 
Power and Liberty to ſend their Spirits to any Place in the World where they 
can find the beſt Marker, while ic is next to impoſſible for us to get our Spirits 
off our Hand at even the reduced Price of 4s. 84. per Gallon, owing to our 
being ſo much circumſcribed as to Limits = Sale, &c. and the r new lan wil 


ee derne 22 I DINING 


. 
» 


fe 


— o « = _ r 
=" ICs 2 8 _ — 2 . kh a _— 
, ——— — . EC a n * * * — — 
K f * 
Y [ 
: ' — — « - * 
1 — . 2 
* 
4% 
= 


* „ N 


is soren DISTILLERY Appendix, N. 44. 


The Barley within our Limits is of an inferior Quality to chat South of the 
Line, and we are more liable to bad Harveſts than they are, Suppoſe a Time 
when a great Part of the Crop is rotten, which happened lately, we were pro- 
hibited by Law from purchaſing Grain from the earlier Part of the Country, and 
in this Reſpect the Lowland Diſtillers had greatly the Advantage, as the Run of 
our Barley that Year did not yield more than 6 Gallons per Boll. — 
The Lowland Diſtillers being for the moſt Part Proprietors of their Works, 
have erefted them on a greatly improved and commodious Plan, whereby and by 
other Means they can work their Stills Six Times as often as we can do, and 
can draw -6 Gallons at leaſt from a Boll more than we can do; and although . 


the Spirits they make are inferior to our's, they get it ſold, having the Com- 


mand of all the great Towns, and moſt populous Country, as well as a Foreign 
Market. In this Reſpect we are alſo far indeed behind them. 5 „ 
Mere the Duty modified to a Rate which we could pay, and being ſecured in 
it for a Term of Years, we certainly could improve our Works, and fo eſtabliſh 
the Buſineſs, that in all Probability we might be able to give an Advance of 
Duty to Government at the End of that Period. e 


e . „ 
I am your moſt obedient humble Servant, 
| Andrew Donaldſon. 
15 5 f 5 (9-5) | 
1 3 | Balnaguard, 28th Auguſt 17 97. 1 
5 e e, PIT Pets 


IN conſequence of your Favours of the 1 2th Current, we, the underſigned 
Diſtillers in the Highland Diſtrict, met here this Day, in order to conſider of the 
Points therein required ; and after mature Conſideration we find, that it is im- 
poſſible for us to continue the Diſtillery upon the preſent Footing. 

To convince you that the Diſtillery upon the prefent Plan will be attended 
with à Loſs, upon a Thirty Gallon Still, of no leſs than C. 101. 5s. Sterling a 
Year to us, we ſubjoin a State of the Expence attending the Diſtillery, with the 
Produce in Spirits, from the Bear or Barley be North Dunkeld, fo far as we 
could calculate upon an Average of Seven Years back. One great Diſadvantage 
againſt us is our being debarred from ſending our Spirits to any Market Town, 
and heing in conſequence obliged to diſpoſe of our Spirits in Caſks of from Ten 
to Twenty Pints through the Country, at Three Months Credit at leaſt ; while 
we are at the ſame Time in Danger of being deprived of Sale for our Spirits 
at the Price ſtated (35.) as the Lowland Diſtillers have it in their Power to ſend - 
their Spirits to this Corner, and underſell us. Though their Spirits, no Doubt, 


cke not ſo good as our's, yet thoſe who retail Whiſkey will take the cheapeſt. It 


is true thut che Barley on the Straths of the Rivers Tay and Tummel, is for: the 
moſt Part of ſuch a Quality that it will yield from Eleven to Twelve Pints clear 
Spirits per Boll; but the Brae arid Glenlands is, on the other Hand, of ſuch a 
poor Quality as not to yield Eleven Pints per Boll; fo that upon an Average 
we cannot ſay that the Barley in general will yield more than Eleven Pints per 
Boll in this Highland Diſtrict. In ſhort, from the Line now drawn betwixt this 
and the Low Country, and our being debarred not only from traniporting our 


Spirits beyond that Line, but allo from importing Barley from be South it, we 


— 
= 


\ 
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5, bare every Reaſon to fay, that the Diſtillery i in this Quarer is attended with n no 
nn while It labours under phys ERIN - 1 5 


We are, 
S Foy 
5 Your moſt obedient humble fervants, 
> 7 ; Jao0ovbn Reid, Balnaguard, 


John Scott, Ha gh of Gray 5 
John Stewart, Orlan. 
Alex Duff, Eſtyre. | 
\ Robert Miah, Balon W. 
Robert Robertſon, Pitlochry, 
John Caldel, in Achlatt. _ 
Thomas Stewart, Tendan. 2 5 
Donald Living fone, Junich. 


State of Expence attending a Thiry Gallon Still i in the 1 Diltrid. | 


375 Bolls Barley, at 195. per Boll — V 
Licence, at C. 6. 105. per Gallon — — 1 1 — 
Maltman and Two Nen at 'X 2 5 each for Board and „„ 
Wages... | -— «2 5 — — 
A Man for buying Barley, driving 1 driving Spirits, collect. „ 
ing the 1 and W n in . Fuel = — 25 — 
Fuel — „ |}, OG as 
Tear and Wear of diſtilling Mareriala, pi V 3 fg 


Bad Debts, and Expence of FRM the Price of e _ 


| 
8 
8 
J 


Dedue . ber ih = Drink : 


Produce of Spirits from 375 Bolls "EE at Eleven Pint wn 
tered Wie from the Still, at 35 per Pint — 618 15 — 


Loſs to the Dittiler „ AO ws 


Su, 1 

EN Gant eee of your Req ſi to me * 12th. W 1 heve wins my 
Attention to the Advantages and 1 attending the Highland Diſtillery © 
in the Intermediate Space where I refide, and being aſſiſted by ſome People ver- 
ſant in this Matter, I have drawn out a Calculation for a Still of 40 Gallons Con- 
tents, at J. 9 Sterling per Gallon, per Annum, which is ſubmitted to your Con- 2 
W e and which is far fog ___ over 825 in 0p 21 K Fab | 
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500 Bolls of Barley, at the medium Price of 17 


4 


- 


4 Men to work the Still, drive Materials, &c. at 10s each | - 104 — -- 


5 Bolls Coals (40 St. Dutch) driving 5 Miles Land Carriage, at 6s, 78 — — 
Malt making, drying. including Cinders and Grinding, per Annum 30 — — 
Tolls and other unavoidable Expences attending the Buſineſs «<- 25 — — 
Chance of bad Debts, collecting Money, &. 30 — — 
Profits, with waſte of Utenſils, loſing of Caſks, cr 562 10 — 
Licence Duty including Expence of Bond, &c. — 4361 — 
Clear Expenditure, upon moderate Calculation - : L. 1, 1o5 10 — 
Nine Gallons ſaleable Whiſkey per Boll at 45. per 
Gallon, which moſt Grain in our Country will! 
not produſſe C. 90 = — 


Grains and Dreg for maintaining Cattle, &c. the 
Manure ariſing therefrom eſtimate at its higheſt 
Value „ „%%% „ a. 


# 
2 - 
. $ . 
£ K — < 8 Feed F N : * 
TE CO ONCE 75 4 ; — — 
7 — 105 6 : s 
pO - : 


W — 


Total Deficiency, including a very ſmall Profit C. 170 16 — 


The Law has circumſcribed us into very narrow Bounds, and deprived us of 


purchaſing Barley or Malt, fave of tne Growth co the North of the Line, whereas 
the Lowland Diſtiller can and does purchaſe in any Place where Grain is beſt and 


cheapeſt, and did ſend proper Perſons laſt Year to our Country, and bought up 
Barley at very high Prices in the Beginning of the Seaſon, and ſent Spirits North 
far below what they ſold them at, even in their own Works, with Intent to diſtreſs 


us, knowing we durſt not retaliate, by which Means Barley was high, and Spirits 


Jow, all laſt Year in our Country, and they bought Barley in the South Country af- 


rerwards at veryſreduced Prices, and better than our's in Quality, Add to this, 


the Grain in the South Country is a great deal better and weightier, and produces 


a greater Quantity of Spirit above our's ; and beſides the great Encouragement 


given to illegal Diſtillation, the Premiums now being taken off, Numbers more of 
them will no Doubt work, which will greatly ſtagnate the Sale of Spirits in our 


| Bounds. 


There is ſtill another great Drawback upon us. The Lowland Diſtillers are all 
Proprietors (at leaſt the moſt of them are) of their own Works, and have erected 
them moſt commodiouſly and extenſively, which we neither have the Means nor 


enn we do it, although we had, from the very fluctuating Situation of the Highland 
Diſtillery Law of late Years ; not one Year has elapſed without great Alterations, 


and the pre ſent one does not ſeem to be permanent; and from their long Practice 
and Experience, with the ſuperior Quality of their Grain, they can draw Six Times 


the Quantity with a Still of the ſame Contents, and with fewer Men employed and 


leſs Expence of Firing, being all ſituated in good Coal Countries, and draw at leaſt 
4 if not 5 Gallons more Spirits from the Boll, but it muſt be allowed not ſo good in 
Quality, but yet they find a Market for it, ſo that their Profits muſt be immenſe, 
belides the Profits of their Farms, which they reap in its full b xtent, from the Dung 
ariſing from the feeding Cattle, Hogs, &c, and maintaining Horſes for Draught 


and Labour, whereas our Faris are not near ſo extenſive, the Soil far inferior, 


Climate often very backward, beſides being far from Markets. If Diſtillation is 


ſtopped, * Grain muſt of courſe fall conſiderably ; beſides they may, and ſre- 
quently do, keep up their Spirits, or even ſend them to a Foreign Market, but 
we muſt take 


mult take ti Price the Country affords, and muſt content ourſelves with the 
” „ | Grain 


- 


scOoron DISTILEBRYS SWEET ITY WS 


' Grain they leave us, which, may be Toppoſed is nbt the beſt in Quatiey; 2460 Wt 
| Year they fell upon Methods to be ſupplied with Grain d deal ehbhper that we had 
it, and get a great deal more for their Spirits than. we Fer ab Has been formerly 

hinted. 


. 


From my moſt minute 8 of the Buſineſs I find, that een as Jam, 
Five Miles from Perth, and circumſcribed as I am as to Mafkets, J cold not pay 
above C. 4. 12 5. Sterling per Gallon, for a 40 Gallon Still, and even a Riſk. to 
make that out, for if Grain is dearer than what is ſtated, it is reaſonable to think it 
will be worſe; and although Spirits were to riſe a little, yet it is a Chance if that 
"Addition would be equal to the Deficiency of Quantity ariſing from the Grain, ſo 
that without the Law is altered, Licenſed Diſtillation mult be given up, and the 
Conteſt muſt be between the South Country Diſtillers and the Smugglers, which 
muſt be a. very unequal one, or the Lowland Diſtillers be allowed to on es 
the Buſineſs; which they ſeem to have had in View all along: cn 
Were the Lowland Diſtiller reſtricted to a Still of 46 Gallohs as we are, and 
not allowed a doubling one, and circumſcribed into a narrow Bound as we are; 
with every Difadvantage with regard to Coals and Markets, and other local HA: 
pediments that we labour under, then there would be 4 fair Competition; but as we 
preſently ſtand, there can no Compariſon be made betwixt us to What the che Eng 
pay above the other, and it remains with the Wiſdom of Parliament alone to ſtrike 
the Medium, ſo as to * ow Countries : an or wad CRE of Benefit ariſing fron 
that Bulinels, | 


(No. 7. ). > 
Blur Gowns, 14th api + 1797. 


'Blare A or . 3 1 was laſt diſtilling, is about 6 Miles 
Aland from Perth, 20 Miles from Dundee, and Coal che 6 % Fuel. Prom m th 

Experience of a few Weeks, ſince J heard of an addifioja Pay to be i impoſed, 7 
find that a Still of 40 Gallons can diſtil into good! Spirits 16 Bolls Linkich 4 
Barley Meaſure Weekly, i. e. 839: Boll Yearly; che NE. at of 
e e 16 ee e 8 


The Average price D* 164. per Boll, or 155 e e. yz 13 — 
The Expence of Malting, drying Mak, and Grinding wy is 25. 7 5 
per Boll, or e 103; 16 25 
200 Stone Dutch of Coal, or 5 3 are * Weddly R q 
diſtil this Quantity, Average-Price of ger Ry Gar: 4052 of 
riage from Perth, is 9 per Boll, or = . jg — — 


Two Servants for working ne . at 4 20 each, for Miimetanc OM g e 
and Wages = 1.4 


One D* with a Horſe and Cart — Camtages | 
Rent of Stillhouſe, Byre, Cellar, and Granary wy 2 1 255 e 
Waſte of Utenſils and other incidental Charge 
Licence Duty at I. 6. 105, per Gallon. | 


* 1 
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ESE: Quantity of Spirits, 18 6 Gallons from a Boll or 4,992 
allons, ga Brew: * D is 55 3 l . 


Mine een nen · u A. 5040 — 
7; 18 "4 | 2 ö VV of OY e 3 
Value e of Produce, S Ni 7 7 Cres 
Deduce „„ e PRO Vis 1,257 8 — 
"Remains clear Gain %% 14s <Hony; < 20 12 5 


N. B. If the Go Se is in bby | Pairicylar's erroneous, it is not intention- 
ally ſo, and ſo far as it reſpects the Quality and Price of Bear, and the Quantity of 
Spirits to be extracted from it, it is taken from a en Review of my Ac- 
counts for at leaſt Seven Years back. | 
Upon Reflection, I find that the rs Banne of 4. 20. 12 V. is del 

called Clear Gain, as great Part of that Sum ought to be allowed for Intereſt of 
Money neceſſary to be laid out before there can be any Return from Spirits. 
I have reckoned only 50 Weeks to a Year; becauſe ever ſince 1 had any Con- 
cern in a Still, Two Weeks at l-aſt have elapſed from the Date of our Licences, 
before we could obtain them in this Quarter; and you'll excuſe me for reminding 
you, that this Year it was a full Month after the Date of our Licences before we 
were authorized to commence our Work, and-as we were ſtopped lately at the End 
of a Quarter, we are juſtly entitled to have a Month's Duty returned. This, 
you'll recollect, you promiſed to do, unleſs we continued beyond the Year; and 
unleſs you do ſo, we have paid for a Month which we never received, 

I will-therefore expect that you will remit me £.8. 65. or as much of that Sum 
As remains. over, paying ſome Malt 1 made after my Diſtillery Malt. | 

I. am, Sir, | 
Tour's ERR 
Vn Johnſtone. 


5 * 22 N ** 
is, " a oy 
No. 8.) 


New Inn, Watereſk, 22d September 1797: 
Da, | | 
ln Anſwer to your Letter of the 12th Ultimo, condetring the Advantages and 
Diſadvantages of Diſtillery in this Place, you will find below as Lernen and 50 15 _ 
Account on a 30 Gallon Still as it is in my Power to give. 
To 100 Bolls Coals and Carriage 234 en, 30 U M iles t 
from any Sea Port — 2.6 


To 100 Bolls Cinders for Malt d ing,—ſay 500 Bolls — 25 — — 
To malting 500 Bolls Barley, at 64 —  — — 11210 =. 
To Rent of Malt Barns and Brewhouſe — — — $8 — —, 
To Inſurance on ditto for C. 5oõ⸗ | — — , 2 —= — 
To 2 Bolls of Salt at 155. — — — — 110 — 
To 2 Cwt. Sope, at 70.5. — — — 37 
To 6 Stone © Candles. e,, —— 3— — 
_ To Barley Meal for. Tridges, or what we call ing 7 — 1 —— 
Jo keeping in Repair Feus and Chimneys | — — 2—— 
To Meat and Wages for Two Men to work the Still and SE. 
and Malt grinding — — — 86 Ä—ñ— 
To a Man and Horſe for driving Spirits' and Gran — 27 
To Pocket Expence when from Home — — = 20 — — 
To 500 Bolls Barley, at i8s, .. =— 450 — — 
To Duty juſt now J.. 2. 10... per Gallon == — — 5 no 

Facluſtve of Intereſt of Money and bad Debts — J. 759 — — 
| Produce of 500 Bolls Barley, at 5 Gallons per Boll, 
is 2,500'Gallons at 65. — — 750 — — 
To Swine fed on Draff, valued alt — 30 — — N 
> | | fo es £ od. 


1 * 
« * * 
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SCOTCH DISTILLERY.—Appendis, N 4. 52 


The common Weight of Barley in this Neighbourhood i is from-14 to 1 5 Stone 
per Boll at moſt, whereas in the Low. Country it generally weighs from 19 to 21 
Stone, and will produce 14 Gallons more Spirits per Boll, or 750 Gallons on 500, 


Bolls, which at 6 s. is £.225; and if I was permitted to fell and ſend any Spirits 
as far South as the great Military Road [es Dumbarton by Stirling, Perth, 
Cupar, Forfar, Brechin, to Stonehaven, every Gallon would be worth 6 4. more, 
8 C. 62. 10 5. ſo that I think it would be a very great Advantage to 


Government to allow Highland Diſtillers to ſell and diſpoſe of their Spirits to the 


Lowlands, on their paying ſo much on every Gallon ſo diſpoſed of. 


You know I reſide in the very Middle of the Grampians; and it will be ad- 
verted to, that there is not a Poſſibility of ſupplying Peat or Turf for Stills in this 


Quarter. They are brought from a great Diſtance, and the Road is rocky and 
mountainous, In a Seaſon like the preſent, neither can be procured at any Rate. 
I beg the Statement in this Letter may be referred to the 1 and Conſidera- 
tion of the Honourable Dane of reite. And - - | 


1 am, with Reſpect, 
Sir, | 


"You moſt obedient hnmble 3 Es 
James Gall. 


The Barley in this Part of the . may probably produce 6 Gallons 
. ED 
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